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RELATING   TO   THE 


Colonies  on  the  Delaware. 


1614-1682. 


1  ^  1         -  ^A 


l-YoL.  V. 


EDITORIAL  NOTE. 


In  the  year  1740,  the  Proprietary  Government  sent  an  agent  to  New 
York,  to  transcribe  such  documents,  among  its  Archives,  relating  to  the 
settlement  ot  the  Dutch  on  the  Delaware  river.  Many  of  tliese  papers 
were  used  by  Mr.  Hazzard  in  the  preparation  of  his  "Annals  of  Penn- 
sylvania." Some  have  been  lost.  We  have  endeavored  to  till  up  the 
gaps  by  copj-ing  from  the  Colonial  Documents  of  New  York  those 
papers  which  are  of  special  value  to  Pennsylvanians,  and  for  the  use  of 
which  the  Editors  tender  proper  acknowledgements.  The  following  is 
a  copy  of  the  original  certiticate  of  the  Provincial  authorities  of  New 
York : 

By  the  Honokable  George  Clarke,  Esqr.,  His  Majesties  Lieutenant 
Oovernor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York 
and  the  Territories  thereon  depending  in  America,  d:c.  To  all  whom 
these  presents  shall  come  or  may  concern,  Greeting: 

Know  Ye,  that  on  the  day  and  date  hereof,  John  Robinson,  Deputy 
Secretary  of  the  Province  of  New  Y.,  personally  appeared  before  me, 
and  made  Oath  that  he  carefully  Examined  the  annexed  Sheets  of  Paper 
(with  Thomas  Noxon,  Esq.,)  purporting  to  be  Copies  of  several  Records 
relating  to  Delaware,  New  Castle,  and  the  Whore-Kill,  &.a.,  And  that 
they  are  exact  Copies  of  the  original  Records  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
lege,  wiiich  said  originall  Records  are  remauiing  in  the  Secretary's  OfSce 
for  this  Province.  Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  George,  in  New  York, 
tills  Third  day  of  Novemr,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven 
hundred  and  Fortv. 

GEORGE  CLARKE. 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  certify  that  we  carefully  exammed  and  com- 
pared the  ....  exemplifyed  Copies  with  the  Original  Records  thereof 
in  the  Secretary's  Office  of  New  York,  along  with  John  Robinson, 
Deputy  Secretary  of  the  said  Province,  and  found  them  to  be  true  Copies 
thereof  to  the  best  of  our  luiowledge.  We  also  were  present  and  saw  the 
said  John  Robinson  make  Oath  as  above  before  the  Honourable  George 
Clarke,  Esqr.,  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Province  of  New  York,  and  saw  the  same  George  Clarke  sign  the  above 
Deposition,  and  saw  also  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Province  of  New  York 
affixed  to  the  within  Exemplification,  by  the  order  of  the  said  George 
Clarke,  November  the  third,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty. 

Tho.  Noxon, 
William  Yanderspiegel. 
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Tlie  dispute  at  that  period  between  the  Proprietaries  and  the  Lord 
Baltimore  concerning  the  Provincial  boundaries  was,  no  doubt,  the  lead- 
ing motive  in  copying  such  records  bearing  on  the  early  occupation  of 
the  Delaware  by  the  Dutch.  The  papers  relating  to  the  Swedish  settle- 
ments were  of  little  account  in  terminating  the  controversy,  and  hence 
were  probably  never  copied  or  translated  from  the  Archives  of  Sweden, 
which  is  to  be  regretted  by  the  historian. 

The  following  memoranda  of  certain  documents  was  found  among  the 
MSS.  records  in  the  ollice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
may  be  of  value  for  reference : 

Minutes  of  ivrittinffs  upon  Hecord  in  the  Secretary's  office  of  New  York, 
concerning  Matters  Done  on  West  Side  of  Delaware  River  while 
under  the  Dutch.    Extracted  by  Edward  Blagg. 

1642,  May  15 — Resolution  A  order  of  Governour  tt  Council  to  Drive 
away  some  English  from  Schuylkill,  Slanting  over  against  fiort  Nas- 
sau, on  the  South  River. 

1C42,  May  22.— Order  to  Jan  Jaxisen  Ilpendain,  Commissary  of  West 
India  Company  (with  ....  manned  to  go  to  Skuylkill  to  Compell 
the  English  Setled  there,  ....  Said  place,  it  upon  their  Refusal,  to 
use  violence. 

1642,  Sepr  25.— Order  to  Maryn  Adreansen  to  Setle  Some  Differences 
between  .    .    .    .  at  a  place  called  the  Red  hill,  on  the  South  River. 

1646,  Sepr  13.— Order  from  Govr  A  Council  to  Dan.  Werardus  Bogardus 
to  Deliver  ....  given  &  Drawn  by  the  Swedes  Governour,  on  the 
South  river,  for  2500  ....  goods  Sold  to  Said  Govr  by  one  Capt.  Jacob 
Evertsen  Sandelyn  without  Ly cense  from  the  West  India  Comijany. 

1630,  Julj'  15th. — Indian  Purchase  or  bill  of  sale  from  the  Indians  near 
Cape  Henlopen  to  ]Mr.  Samuel  Godyn  for  a  tract  of  Land,  Beginning 
from  Cape  Henlopen,  Lengthways  along  the  bay  of  the  South  River 
to  the  Mouth  of  Said  South  river,  about  8  Large  Dutch  Miles,  and  in 
breadth  in  to  the  Land  half  a  Dutch  mile,  to  a  Certain  hollow  or  valley. 

1647,  Sepr  20 — Andries  Hudden  appointed  Commissary  at  ffort  Nassau, 
on  the  South  river. 

1655,  Augt  19.— Resolution  by  the  Governour  ct  Council  to  Press  Siiips 
to  go  on  an  Expedition  to  South  river. 

1055,  Octbr  26.— Order  of  Governour  ct  Council  to  Jolian  Rysingh,  Late 
Governour  in  behalf  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  ik  the  Southern  Company 
in  New  Sweden,  to  Deliver  aji  Inventory  of  the  housen  in  flbrt  Chris- 
tina. <k  the  Effects  and  materials  not  delivered  to  them  in  hand,  but  are 
Left  in  ftbrt  Christina,  and  a  protest,  that  they  may  not  be  Lyable  to 
make  Restitution  of  any  more  than  is  come  to  their  hands  &c. 

1655,  No\T  29 — Commission  from  Director  &  Council  to  John  Paul 
Jacquet  to  be  one  Director  of  the  South  river  &  ttbrtresses  there. 

1655, — Director  &  Council  LaA-  a  tax  or  Imjiost  on  Sundry 

goods  ttc.  to  .  .  .  .of  maintaining  an  Extraordinary  number  of  Sol- 
diers at  the 
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1655,  Deer  8. — Provisionallnstructionsto  JohanPaulJacquet  one  .... 
wherein  is  Contained  among  other  things  Directions  for  granting 
of 

165G,  Novr  30. — A  patent  or  Grant  to  Andries  Hudde  for  a  Lott  of  Land 
near  flfort  ....  Long  A  62  foot  broad.    - 

1656,  Novr  30. — A  grant  to  Alexander  Boyer  for  a  tract  of  Land  Lying 
on  the  South  ....  ward  of  tfort  Casiniir  upon  the  Neck  or  point  be- 
tween the  first  and  second  .  .  .  .  ,  including  two  points  or  Corners  of 
meadow  c^c. 

1656,  Apr  12th. — A  grant  to  Thomas  Beser  for  a  tract  of  Land  Lj-uig  on 

the  South  river  below  ffort  Casimir  <tc. 
1656,  Augt  25th. — A  grant  to  Jacob  De  ttinge  for  two  Lotts  of  Land  on 

the  So.  River  near  flbrt  Casimir. 
1656,  Sepr  1st — A  grant  to  John  Picolet  for  a  parcell  of  Land  Lying  on 

the  South  river  to  the  Southward  of  flbrt  Casimir  by  Steenbacker's 

hook  or  Bruhmaker's  point  &c. 
1656,  Sepr  12. — A  grant  to  Phillip  Jansen  Ringo  for  a  Lott  of  Land  on 

the  South  river  below  ifort  Casimir  &  above  Steenbacker's  hook&c. 
1656,  Sepr  13. — A  grant  to  Constantinus  Groenenburgh  for  a  Lott  of  land 

on  Do.  River  below  flbrt  Casimir. 
1656,  Sepr  13. — A  grant  to  Hans  Albertsen  Van  Brons^v•^,•ck  for  a  Lott 

on  Do.  river  near  flbrt  Casimir. 
1656,  Sepr  22. — A  grant  to  Jan  Hendricks  van  Struekhousen  for  a  Lott  of 

Land  on  Do 

1656,  Octor  28. — A  grant  to  the  widow  of  Racloff"  de  Haas  for  a  planta- 
tion on  the  South 

1656,  Octor  28. — A  grant  to  Do.  for  a  Lott  near  ffort  Casimir. 

1657,  ffeb  10. — A  grant  to  Luyeas  Dercks  for  a  Lott  on  the  South  river 
near 

1657,  fteb  20.— A  Grant  to  Ryer  Lammertsen  Mol  for  a  Lott  on  South 

river 

1657,  Apr  11. — A  grant  to  Claes  Puters  for  a  Lott  at  the  South  river 

near  ffort  

1657,  ffeb  20 A  grant  to  Parent  Jans  van   Sneal  for  a  Lott  by  ffort 

Casimir 

1657,  ffeb  24. — A  grant  to  Peter  Hermens  for  a  plantation  lying  below 

flbrt  Casimir  on  the 

1657,  ffeb  24.— A  grant  to  Do.  for  a  Lott  by  ffort  Casmiir  on  the  South 

river. 
1657,  ffeb  20.— A  grant  to  Puter  Louwerense  for  a  plantation  near  ffort 

Casimir  on  the  South  river. 
1657,  ffeb  30.— A  grant   to  Rynier  Dommiens  for  a  Lott  on  the  South 

river  at  flbrt  Casimir. 
1657,  ffeb  30.— A  grant  to  PeterJUiel  for  a  plantation  on  the  South  river 

to  the  southward  of  flbrt  Casimir. 
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It)")?,  flel:).  30. — A  grant  to  Cornelius  Stienwyke   for  a  Lett  near  ffort 

Casimir  on  the  South  river. 
1057,  ffeb  30. — A  grant  to  Jacob  Crubb  for  a  plantation   Lying  on  the 

South  river  below  ftbrt  Casimir. 

1657,  March  l.^A  grant  to  Sander  Lendery 

1G57,  March  1. — A  grant  to  Wm.  Turllor  for  a  Lott  by  flfort  Casimir  on 

the  South  River. 
1G57,  June  17. — A  grant  to  Jan  Eckhotf  for  a  Lott  by  ffort  Casimir  on 

the  South  river. 
1057,  June  17. — A  grant  to  Jan  Andressen  for  a  Lott  by  ffort  Casimir  on 

the  South  river. 
1657,  June  20. — A  grant  Jan  S  Gaggen  for  a  tract  of  Land  lying  on  the 

So.  River  on  the  first  neck  or  point  above  ffort  C'r. 
1657,  Sept  3. — A  grant  to  Puter  Louwrensen  for  a  Lott  hy  Fort  Casimir 

(now  named  New  Amstell)  on  the  So.  river. 

1060,  Sepr  IS. — A  grant  to  Puter  INIeyer  for  a  tract  of  Land  on  the  South 
river  near  ffort  Altena  and  also  for  a  Lott  near  the  said  ffort. 

1601,  Apr  7. — A  grant  to  Paulus  Jansen  for  a  tract  of  Land  on  the  South 
river  near  .    .   .    .  ,  &  also  for  a  Lott  near  the  Said  flfort. 

1061,  April  8. — A  grant  to  Jacob  A'andcrvecr  for  a  Lott  on  the  South 
river  near  ffort  .... 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  COLONIES 
ON  THE  DELAWARE. 


EESOLUTIOK  OF  THE  STATES  GENERAL  ON  THE 

REPORT  or  the' DISCOVER Y  OF  NEW 

NETHERLAND. 


Saturday,  the  11th  October,  1614. 
Present — President,  Mr.  Ghiesen. 

Messrs.  Biesman,  Westerholt,  Brienen,  Oldenbernevelt,  Bercken- 
rode, Driel,  Teylingen, Magnus,  Moesbergen,  Ayloa,  Hegemans. 

Appeared  at  the  Assembly  the  Deputies  from  the  United  Com- 
pany of  Merchants  who  have  discovered  and  found  New  Nether- 
land,  situate  in  America  between  New  France  and  Virginia,  the 
sea  coasts  whereof  lie  in  the  Latitude  of  forty  to  forty-five  degrees. 
And  who  have  rendered  a  report  of  their  said  Discovery  and  finding, 
requestmg,  in  consequence,  the  Grant  promised  by  their  High 
Mightinesses'  published  placard.  Deliberation  being  had  thereon, 
their  High  Mightinesses  have  granted  and  allowed,  and  hereby  grant 
and  allow,  the  Petitioners  that  they  alone  shall  have  the  right  to  re- 
sort to,  or  cause  to  be  frequented,  the  aforesaid  newly  discovered 
countries  situate  in  America  between  New  France  and  Virginia, 
the  sea  coasts  whereof  lie  in  the  Latitude  of  from  forty  to  forty-five 
degrees,  now  named  New  Netherland,  as  is  to  be  seen  by  a  Figura- 
tive Map  hereunto  annexed :  and  that  for  four  Voyages  within  the 
term  of  three  years  commencing  the  first  January  XVI""  and  fifteen 
next  coming,  or  sooner,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others,  either  directly 
or  indirectly  sailing,  resorting  to,  or  frequenting  the  said  Newly 
discovered  and  found  Countries,  harbors  or  places,  from  these 
United  Netherlands,  within  the  said  three  years,  on  pain  of  Confis- 
cation of  the  ships  and  goods  wherewith  the  attempt  shall  be  made 
contrary  hereunto,  and  a  fine  of  Fifty  thousand  Netherland  Ducats, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  aforesaid  discoverers  or  finders ;  provided,  that 
that  tJieir  High  Mightinesses  do  not  hereby  intend  any  prejudice  or 
diminution  to  their  previous  Charters  and  Concessions ;  And  their 
meaning  also  is,  that  in  case  any  difference  or  misi;nderstanding 
happen  to  arise  or  proceed  from  this  their  Concession,  the  same  shall 
then  be  decided  by  them.    Therefore,  they  order  and  command  &c. 

The  resumption  of  the  enacted  Charter  is  further  proceeded  with, 
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and  some  difficulties  are  removed  in  the  distribution  of  the  Direct- 
ors and  Equipment  among  tlie  Provijices,  Quarters  and  Cities;  in 
the  order  of  the  Salt-traders ;  the  limits  on  this  side  and  through 
the  Strait  of  Magellan,  and  the  difficulties  started  tliereupon  by  the 
East  India  Company,  with  whose  Deputies  communication  has  been 
had  by  Deputies  on  the  part  of  the  Lords  States  General ;  and  it  is 
agreed  in  full  Meeting,  that  this  Matter  should  be  examined  at  the 
first  Meeting  of  the  Seventeen  Depiities,  and  for  that  and  other  con- 
siderations, the  aforesaid  business  is  holden  for  further  deliberation 
and  postponed. 


GRANT  OF  EXCLUSIVE  TRADE  TO  NEW  NETHERLAND. 


The  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands  to  all  to  whom 
these  presents  shall  come.  Greeting.  Whereas  Gerrit  Jacobz  Wits- 
sen,  antient  Burgomaster  of  the  City  Amsterdam,  Jonas  Witssen, 
Simon  Morrissen,  owners  of  the  Ship  named  the  Little  Fox  whereof 
Jan  de  With  has  been  Skipper;  Hans  Hongers,  Paulus  Pelgrom, 
Lambrecht  van  Tweenhuyzen,  owners  of  the  two  ships  named  the 
Tiger  and  the  Fortune,  whereof  Aedriaen  Block  and  Henrick  Cor- 
stiaenssen  were  Skippers ;  Arnolt  van  Lybergen,  Wessel  Schenck, 
Hans  Claessen,  and  Berent  Sweertssen,  owners  of  the  Ship  named 
the  Nightingale,  whereof  Thys  Y olckertssen  was  Skipper,  Merchants 
of  the  aforesaid  City  Amstelredam,  and  Pieter  Clementssen  Brou- 
wer,  Jan  Clementssen  Kies,  and  Cornells  Volckertssen,  Merchants 
of  the  City  of  Hoorn,  owners  of  the  Ship  named  the  Fortuyn, 
whereof  Cornells  Jacobssen  May  was  Skipper,  all  now  associated  in 
one  Company,  have  respectfully  represented  to  us,  that  they,  the 
petitioners,  after  great  expenses  and  damages  by  loss  of  ships  and 
other  dangers,  had,  dm-ing  the  present  year,  discovered  and  found 
with  the  above  named  five  ships,  certain  New  Lands  situate  in 
America,  between  New  France  and  Virginia,  the  Sea  coasts  whereof 
lie  between  forty  and  forty-five  degrees  of  Latitude,  and  now  called 
New  Netherland:  And  whereas  We  did,  in  the  month  of  March 
last,  for  the  promotion  and  increase  of  Commerce,  cause  to  be  pub- 
lished a  certain  General  Consent  and  Charter  setting  forth,  that 
whosoever  should  thereafter  discover  new  havens,  lands,  places,  or 
passages,  might  frequent,  or  cause  to  be  frequented,  for  four  voy- 
ages, such  newly  discovered  and  found  places,  passages,  havens,  or 
lands,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others  from  visiting  or  frequenting  the 
same  from  the  United  Netherlands,  until  the  said  first  discoverers 
and  tinders  shall,  themselves,  have  completed  the  said  tour  Voyages, 
or  caused  the  same  to  be  done  within  the  time  prescribed  for  that 
pm-pose,  under  the  penalties  expressed  in  the  said  Octroy,  &c.,  they 
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request  that  we  would  accord  to  them  due  Act  of  the  aforesaid 
Octroy  in  the  usual  form : 

Which  being  considered,  We,  therefore,  in  Our  Assembly  having 
heard  the  pertinent  Report  of  the  Petitioners,  relative  to  the  dis- 
coveries and  finding  of  the  said  new  Countries  between  the  above 
named  limits  and  degrees,  and  also  of  their  adventures,  have  con- 
sented and  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do  consent  and  grant,  to 
the  said  Petitioners  now  united  into  one  Company,  that  they  shall 
be  privileged  exclusively  to  frequent  or  cause  to  be  visited,  the 
above  newly  discovered  lands,  situate  in  America,  between  New 
France  and  Virginia,  whereof  the  Sea  coasts  lie  between  the  fortieth 
and  forty-fifth  degrees  of  Latitude,  now  named  New  Netherland, 
as  can  be  seen  by  a  Figurative  Map  hereunto  annexed,  and  that  for 
four  Voyages  within  the  term  of  three  Years,  commencing  the  first 
of  January,  Sixteen  hundred  and  fifteen  next  ensuing,  or  sooner, 
without  it  being  permitted  to  any  other  person  from  the  United 
Netherlands,  to  sail  to,  navigate,  or  frequent  the  said  newly  dis- 
covered lands,  havens,  or  places,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  within 
the  said  three  Years,  on  pain  of  Confiscation  of  the  vessel  and  Cargo 
wherewith  infraction  hereof  shall  be  attempted,  and  a  fine  of  Fifty 
thousand  Netherland  Ducats  for  the  benefit  of  said  discoverers  or 
finders;  provided,  nevertheless,  that  by  these  presents  We  do  not 
intend  to  prejudice  or  diminish  any  of  our  former  grants  or  Char- 
ters; And  it  is  also  Our  intention,  that  if  any  disputes  or  differ- 
ences arise  fi-om  these  Our  Concessions,  they  shall  be  decided  by 
Ourselves. 

We,  therefore,  expressly  command  all  Governors,  Justices,  Officers, 
Magistrates,  and  inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  United  Countries, 
that  they  allow  the  said  Company  peaceably  and  quietly  to  enjoy 
the  whole  benefit  of  this  Our  grant  and  consent,  ceasing  all  contra- 
dictions and  obstacles  to  the  contrary.  For  such  We  have  found 
to  appertain  to  the  public  service. 

Given  under  Our  Seal,  paraph  and  signature  of  our  Secretary  at 
the  Hague  the  xi'"  of  October,  1614. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES  GENERAL  ON  A  REPORT 
OF  FURTHER  DISCOVERIES  IN  NEW  NETHERLAND. 


Thursday,  the  IS""  August,  1616. 

Cornells  Henricxs',  Skipper,  appears  before  the  Assembly,  assisted 

by  Notary  Carel  van  Geldi-e,  on  the  behalf  of  Gerrit  Jacob  Witssen, 

Burgomaster  at  Amsterdam,  Jonas  Witssen,  Lambrecht  van  Tween- 

huyzeu,  Paulus  Pelgrom  cum  suis,  Directors  of  New  Netherland, 
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extending  from  forty  to  five  and  forty  degrees,  situate  in  America 
between  New  France  and  Yii"ginia,  rendering  a  Report  of  the  sec- 
ond Yoyage,  of  the  manner  in  which  the  aforesaid  Skipper  hath 
found  and  discovered  a  certain  country,  bay,  and  three  rivers,  lying 
between  tlie  thirty-eighth  and  the  fortieth  degree  of  Latitude,  (as 
is  more  fully  to  be  seen  by  the  Figurative  Map.)  in  a  small  Yacht 
of  about  eight  Lasts,  named  the  Onrust  (Restless.)  Which  little 
yacht  they  caused  to  be  built  in  the  aforesaid  Country,  where  they 
employed  the  said  Skipper  in  looking  for  new  countries,  havens, 
bays,  rivers,  <tc.  Requesting  the  ])rivilege  to  trade  exclusively  to 
the  aforesaid  countries  for  the  term  of  four  years,  according  to 
their  High  Mightmesses'  placard  issued  in  March  1614.  It  is  re- 
solved, before  determining  herein,  that  the  Comparants  shall  be 
ordered  to  render  and  transmit  in  writing  the  Report  they  have 
made. 


MEMORIAL  OF  GERRIT  JACOBSEX  WITSEX  AND 
OTHERS. 


Read  IStli  xVugust,  1616. 
To  the  High  and  MiqhUi  Lords,  the  Lords  States  General,  &c. 

Respectfully  rei)resent  Gerrit  Jacob  Witsen  Burgomaster  at  Am- 
sterdam. Jonas  Witsen.  Lambrecht  van  T\\eenhuysen.  Paulus  Pel- 
grom  c^lm  sociis.  Directors  of  Xew  Netherland,  extending  from  40 
to  45  degrees,  situate  in  America  between  New  France  and  Yir- 
ginia,  that  they  have,  at  great  and  excessive  expence,  discovered 
and  found  a  certain  country,  bay  and  three  rivers  situate  in  the 
Latitude  of  from  38  to  40  degrees,  (as  is  more  fully  to  be  seen  by 
the  Figurative  Map  hereunto  annexed)  in  a  small  Yacht  of  about 
eight  Lasts  burthen,  called  the  L'estless,  whereof  Cornelius  Hen- 
dricksz°  of  Munnickendam  is  Skipper — Which  little  yacht  they,  the 
Petitioners,  caused  to  be  built  in  the  country  there,  and  employed 
the  aforesaid  Conielis  Hendricksz"  in  the  aforesaid  Countries  during 
the  space  of  three  years,  in  the  above  mentioned  little  Yacht,  look- 
ing for  new  countries,  havens,  bays  and  rivers.  And  whereas  Your 
High  and  Mighty  Lordships,  did  in  March  1614,  publish  by  Placard, 
that  whosoever  should  discover  any  new  countries,  bays  or  rivers, 
tlie  said  finders  and  discoverers  sliould  enjoy  for  their  discovery, 
the  grants  to  trade  and  traffic  exclusively  for  four  Yoyages  to  tlie 
aforesaid  countries,  on  condition  of  making  a  Report  thereof  to 
Your  High  Mightinesses,  therefore  Your  Petitioners  turn  to  Your 
High  Mightinesses,  respectfully  praying  and  requesting  that  You, 
High  and  Mighty  Lords,  may  be  pleased  to  hear  the  aforesaid 
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Cornells  Hendrickxzen's  Report,  and  to  examine  the  aforesaid  Map 
and  Discovery,  and  to  grant  the  Petitioners  accordingly  Charter  of 
the  exclusive  trade  to  the  aforesaid  Countries,  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  according  to  the  accompanying  Placard  [of  the  27""  March 
1614.] 

Which  doing  etc. 
indorsed  : 

Petition  of  Gerrit  Jacob  Witsen,  Burgomaster  at  Amsterdam, 
Jonas  Witsen,  Lambrecht  van  Tweenhuyzen,  Paulus  Pelgrom 
cum  soclis,  Directors  of  New  Netherlaud,  etc.  1616. 


CAPTAIN   HENDRICKSEN'S  REPORT   OF   HIS  DISCOV- 
ERIES IN  NEW  NETHERLAND. 


lieport  of  Captain  Cornells  Hendricxz"  of  Munniclcendam  to  the  High 
and  Mighty  Lords  States  General  of  the  Free,  United  Netherland 
Provinces,  made  on  the  xviii"'  August  A"  1616.,  of  the  countries,  bay 
and  three  rivers  situate  in  the  Latitude  from  38  to  40  degrees,  by 
him  discovered  and  found  for  and  to  the  behoof  of  his  Owners  and 
Directors  of  Ifeiv  Netherland,  by  name  Gerrit  Jacob  Witsen  Bur- 
gomaster at  Amsterdam,  Jonas  Witsen,  Lambrecht  van  l^weenhuy- 
zen,  Paulus  Pelgrom  and  others  of  their  Company. 

First,  he  liath  discovered  for  his  aforesaid  Masters  and  Directors, 
certain  lands,  a  bay  and  three  rivers  situate  between  38  and  40 
degrees. 

And  did  there  trade  with  the  Inhabitants :  said  trade  consisting 
of  Sables,  Fui's,  Robes  and  other  skins. 

He  hath  found  the  said  Country  full  of  trees,  to  wit : — Oaks, 
hickory  and  pines ;  which  trees  M^ere,  in  some  places  covered  with 
vines. 

He  hath  seen,  In  the  said  countiy,  Bucks  and  does,  turkeys  and 
partridges. 

He  hath  found  the  climate  of  the  said  country  very  temperate, 
judging  it  to  be  as  temperate  as  that  of  this  country,  Holland. 

He  also  traded  for,  and  bought  from  the  inhabitants,  the  Mln- 
quaes,  three  persons,  being  people  belonging  to  this  Company; 
which  three  persons  were  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Mohawks 
and  Machicans ;  giving  for  them  kettles,  beads  and  merchandize. 

Read  August  19, 1616. 
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ACTION  OF  THE  STATES  GENERAL  ON  CAPTAIN 
HENDRICKSEN'S  REPORT. 


Friday,  the  19"'  August,  1616. 
Read  the  Report  rendered  in  writing  hy  Captain  Cornelis  Hen- 
dricksz.  of  Munnickendaia,  of  the  countries,  bay  and  tliree  rivers 
situate  between  38  and  4U  degrees  of  Latitude,  by  him  found  and 
discovered  for  and  to  the  behoof  of  his  Owners  and  Directors  of 
New  Netherland,  etc.  Resolved  to  make  note  thereof;  tlien  re- 
specting the  further  request  of  a  continuation  of  tlie  Charter,  the 
consideration  tliereof  is  postponed. 


Thursday,  the  3*  of  November,  1616. 
Read  the  Petition  of  Gerrit  Jacob  "Wittsen  Burgomaster  at  Am- 
sterdam, Jonas  Wittsen,  Lambrecht  van  Tweenhuysen,  Pauwels 
Pelgrom  and  partners.  Requesting,  in  as  much  as  they  have  discov- 
ered by  their  Skipper  Cornelis  Henricxsen  van  Monnickendam,  witli 
a  yacht  of  about  Eiglit  lasts,  certain  coimtries  situate  in  Latitude 
thirty  eight  to  forty  degrees,  between  New  France  and  Virginia,  ad- 
joining the  country  heretofore  discovered  by  the  Petitioners  and  V)y 
them  called  New  Netherland,  etc.,  that  their  High  Mightinesses 
would  be  pleased  to  grant  them  the  Charter  they  demand.  But  the 
disposal  thereof  is  again  postponed. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES  GENERAL,  ON  THE  COL- 
ONIZATION OF  NEW  NETHERLAND. 


Wednesday,  12  February  1620. 
Read  the  petition  of  the  Directors  of  the  Company  trading  to  New 
Netherland,  situate  between  New  France  and  Virginia,  in  the  lati- 
tude of  from  forty  to  forty-live  degrees,  that  the  aforesaid  Island 
might  be  peopled  under  their  High  Mightinesses'  protection  and  gov- 
ernment, whereunto  they  request  two  ships  of  war.  But  it  is  re- 
solved, before  disposing  thereof,  to  procure  the  opinion  of  the  deputies 
from  the  Board  of  Admiraltv  who  are  invited  herefor  the  IS""  Inst. 
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PETITIOX  OF  THE  DIEECTORS  OF  THE  NEW  XETHEE- 
LAND  COMPANY. 


To  the  Prince  of  Orange^  &c. 

The  Directors  of  the  Company  trading  to  New  Netherland,  situate 
in  latitude  from  40  to  45  degrees,  between  New  France  and  Virginia, 
reverently  represent  that  tliey.  the  petitioners,  have,  as  discoverers 
and  first  finders  of  said  countries,  traded  thither  now  several  years, 
in  virtue  of  a  certain  general  Charter  from  the  High  and  Mighty 
Lords  States  General,  dated  the  lO"*  March  1614;  that  they,  also, 
have  delivered  to  their  High  Mightinesses  their  written  report,  with 
a  map  of  the  situation  and  usefulness  of  said  countries.  And  whereas 
the  petitioners'  Charter  has  expired,  so  that  every  one  is  now  at  lib- 
erty to  trade  there,  they  have  again  sent  thither  two  ships,  in  order 
to  preserve  the  reputation  of  said  trade ;  some  vessels  have  been 
likewise  sent  by  other  traders  exclusive  of  the  Company.  Now  it 
happens,  that  there  is  residing  at  Leyden  a  certain  Englisli  Preacher, 
versed  in  the  Dutch  language,  who  is  well  inclined  to  proceed  thither 
to  live,  assuring  the  petitioners  that  he  has  the  means  of  inducing 
over  four  hundred  families  to  accompany  him  thither,  both  out  of 
this  country  and  England,  provided  they  would  be  guarded  and  pre- 
served from  all  violence  on  the  part  of  other  potentates,  by  the  au- 
thority and  under  the  protection  of  your  Princely  Excellency  and 
the  High  and  Mighty  Lords  States  General,  in  the  propagation  of 
the  true,  pure  Christian  religion,  in  the  instruction  of  the  Indians 
in  that  country  in  true  learning,  and  in  converting  them  to  the 
Ciiristian  Faith,  and  thus,  through  the  mercy  of  the  Lord,  to  the 
greater  glory  of  this  country's  government,  to  plant  there  a  new 
Commonwealth,  all  under  the  order  and  command  of  your  Princely 
Excellency  and  the  Higli  and  Mighty  Lords  States  General.  And 
whereas  they,  the  petitioners,  have  experienced  that  his  Majesty  of 
Great  Britain  would  be  disposed  to  people  the  aforesaid  lands  with 
the  English  nation,  and  by  force  to  render  fruitless  their  possession 
and  discovery,  and  thus  deprive  this  State  of  its  right,  and  appa- 
rently with  ease  surjirize  the  ships  of  this  country  which  are  there, 
and  are  ordered  to  remain  there  the  whole  year;  wherefore,  they, 
the  petitioners,  pray  and  request  tliat  yovu:  Princely  Excellency  may 
benignly  please  to  take  all  the  aforesaid  into  favorable  consideration, 
so  that,  for  the  preservation  of  this  country's  rights,  the  aforesaid 
Minister  and  the  four  hundred  families  may  be  taken  under  the  pro- 
tection of  this  country,  and  that  two  ships  of  war  may  be  provision- 
ally despatched  to  secure  to  the  state  the  aforesaid  Countries,  inas- 
much as  they  would  be  of  much  importance,  whenever  the  West 
India  Company  is  established,  in  respect  to  the  large  abundance  of 
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timber  fit  for  ship  building  &c.,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  accompanying 
report.    On  all  which 
Endorsed : 
Petition  of  the  Directors  of  the  Company  trading  to  New  Nether- 
land.    12  February,  1620. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES  GENERAL  ON  FURTHER 
PETITIONS  TO  TRADE  TO  NEW  NETHERLAND. 


Saturday,  29'"  August,  1620. 

Read  the  petition  of  the  Joint  Owners  of  the  Ship  named  tlie  Glad 
Tidings  [de  blyde  bootachap)  whereof  Cornelis  Jacobsen  Mey  of 
Hoorn  is  commander,  who  having  discovered  some  new  Countries 
populous  and  fertile,  abounding  in  all  sorts  of  Timber  and  never 
discovered  before,  pray  that  tlieir  High  Miglitinesses  may  be  pleased 
to  hear  the  Report  of  the  Skipi)er  who  made  the  voyage,  and  allow 
the  petitioners  the  benefit  of  their  High  Mightinesses'  Charter, 
dated  27th  March  XYL  xiv,  and  to  declare  moreover,  wuthin  what 
time  they  shall  have  to  ])erform  the  four  voyages  therein  mentioned. 

Item,  another  petition  of  Henrick  Eelkens,  Adriaen  Janssen  cum 
suis.  Merchants  at  Amsterdam,  having  had  a  charter  to  trade  exclu- 
sively to  New  Netherland,  discovered  by  them,  situate  from  the 
thirty-fourth  to  about  the  fiftieth  degrees,  requesting  that  their  High 
Mightinesses  would  be  pleased  to  reject  and  refuse  all  grants  that 
may  have  been  demanded,  or  still  will  be  demanded  of  them,  regard- 
ing the  Trade  on  the  Coasts,  or  any  of  the  Rivers  of  New  Nether- 
land, and  to  allow  the  petitioners  and  other  merchants  of  this  Coun- 
try to  continue  in  the  free  trade  they  are  pursuing  there,  and  further 
to  equip  some  ships  wiiich  they  have  in  a  sufficient  state  of  forward- 
ness. 

The  aforesaid  Petitions  having  been  read,  both  parties  are  called 
in,  and  having  appeared  with  the  respective  Skippers  who  made  the 
Voyages  and  being  heard,  it  is,  on  question  having  been  put, resolved, 
that  parties  shall  consult  together  and  see  if  they  cannot  agree  in  a 
friendly  manner. 


Friday,  the  6'"  Novemb''  1620. 
Mess"  Pauw  and  Fervau  reported  their  proceedings  betw^een  both 
parties  of  the  Merchants  claiming  New  Netherland,  endeavoring  to 
reconcile  them.    But  as  that  could  not  be  done,  it  is,  after  consid- 
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eration,  resolved  and  concluded  that  the  requested  Charter  shall  be 
refused. 


PROCEEDmGS  OX    THE    PETITION  OF    TRADERS  TO 
VIRGINIA,  &c. 

Eesolution  of  the  States  of  Holland  and    Westvriesland,  dated  13 

lSept\  1621. 

Read  a  petition  from  (jerrit  van  Schoudhoven  and  other  Guiena 
Traders ;  Item,  also,  the  petition  of  Traders  to  Virginia,  requesting 
to  be  allowed  to  send  out  some  ships  to  bring  their  returns  thence 
to  this  Country,  as  the  trade  and  commerce  thither  are  not  to  be  lost 
before  the  West  India  Company  be  formed  and  ready. 

On  consideration,  it  is  unanimously  resolved,  that  the  aforesaid 
petitions  shall  be  voted  for  and  supported,  on  behalf  of  this  Province, 
in  the  General  Assembly,  on  condition  that  the  petitioners  pledge 
themselves  to  be  back  to  this  country  before  the  1"  July  next. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES  GENERAL  PERMITTING 
A  SHIP  TO  BE  SENT  TO  NEW  NETHERLAND. 


Tuesday,  28""  September,  1621. 

On  the  petition  of  Claes  Jacobse  Harincarspel,  Councillor  and 
antient  Schepen  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  Petrus  Plancius,  minis- 
ter of  the  Holy  Word,  Lambrecht  van  Tweenhuyzen,  Hans  Claeaeen 
and  company,  trading  to  certain  coasts,  covmtries  and  rivers,^  by 
them  discovered,  lying  between  Virginia  and  New  France,  between 
the  40"*  and  45"^  degrees  of  latitude,  called  New  Netherland ;  also, 
to  a  great  river  situate  between  the  thirty-eighth  and  fortieth  dfe- 
grees,  it  is,  after  deliberation,  allowed  as  followeth : 

The  States  General,  etc.,  having  considered  the  tenor  of  this  peti- 
tion, have,  for  reasons  therein  set  forth,  granted  and  do  hereby  grant, 
for  disposition  thereof,  that  the  aforesaid  petitioners,  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid,  may  accordingly  send  to  the  above  mentioned  coimtries, 
coasts  and  rivers,  by  them  discovered,  lying  between  Virginia  and 
New  France,  in  the  latitude  of  forty  to  forty-five  degrees,  called 
New  Netherland,  also  to  the  adjoining  countries  and  a  great  river 
lying  between  latitude  thirty-eight  and  forty  degrees,  two  ships  laden 
with  all  sorts  of  permitted  merchandize,  the  one  to  the  aforesaid 
New  Netherland,  and. the  other  to  the  aforesaid  New  River,  lying 
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in  latitude  between  eiglit  and  thirty  and  forty  degrees,  and  to  the 
small  rivers  thereon  dependijig,  to  trade  away  and  dispose  of  their 
old  stock  which  they  have  there,  and  afterwards  to  bring  back  into 
this  country,  their  goods,  cargoes,  clerks  and  seamen,  on  condition 
that  they  must  be  home  with  their  ships  and  goods  before  the  first 
of  July,  1622. 


ORDER  m  COUNCIL  RELATIVE  TO  ENCROACHMENTS 

ON  THE  GRANT  TO  THE  NEW  ENGLAND 

COMPANY. 


At  Hampton  Court,  the  28th  September,  1621. 
Present.—  Lo.  Archbishop  of  Canterburie, 

Lo.  Keeper  Lo.  Brooke 

Lo.  Treasurer  Lo.  Cranfield 

Lo.  Stewarde  M'  Sec^  Calvert 

E.  Marshall  M^  of  the  Roles 

Lo.  Yic.  Falkland  Sir  Rich.  Weston. 

Lo.  B>'  Wmton 

A  Letter  to  the  Mayors  of  Bristoll  Exon.  Plymouth.  Dartmouth, 
Barnstable,  and  Waymouth,  and  to  each  of  them,  and  to  all  Mer- 
chants, owners  of  Shipjos  and  other  His  Jfa""  subjects  to  whom 
it  shall  or  may  appertaine. 

Whereas  wee  have  been  informed  on  the  behalfe  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Coiuicil  of  New  England,  that  although  they  by  their 
ordinances  established  by  the  authoritie  of  his  Ma*"='  letters  patents 
have  freely  given  way  to  divers  Marchants  or  others  to  become 
Adventurers  with  them  in  their  trade  and  Plantation  in  those 
parts,  soe  as  they  submitt  themselves  to  such  convenient  orders  as 
shall  be  sett  downe  for  the  advancement  of  that  plantation,  and 
more  regular  and  free  increase  of  Publick  Trade,  notwithstandinge 
there  are  some  what  have  alreadie  attempted,  and  are  in  further 
preparation  to  assume  a  libertie  to  themselves  to  trade  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  said  Plantation,  without  resort  to  the  said  Gov- 
ernment or  orders  established  for  the  publick  good.  Which,  if  it 
should  bee  tollerated  in  them,  would  not  only  bee  a  prejudice  to  the 
Plantation  adventurers,  who  by  their  Industrie  have  discovered 
those  remoate  places,  and  vrith  the  hazard  of  the  lives  of  their 
people  and  .expense  of  their  Estates  have  layd  the  first  foundation 
of  soe  honorable  an  enterprise,  but  would  alsoe  bringe  a  confusion 
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to  the  said  riaiitatiou  and  an  overthrowe  untoe  tl;at  Trade,  and 
bee  likewise  an  utter  discouragement  to  all  future  endeavours  of 
the  like  kinds.  "Wee  have  tlierefore  thought  titt  liereby  to  lett  you 
knowe  and  doe  require  you  to  sipnihe  as  much  unto  sucli  of  his 
Ma""  subjects  inhabitinse  neere  unto  that  Coast  wiiojn  tlie  same 
may  concerns  That  if  anie  person  shall  presume  to  attempt,  or  doe 
anie  thing  in  tliat  behalfe  contrary  to  his  ]Ma"  =  said  Graunt,  liee  is 
to  expect  noe  less  than  the  due  execution  thereof,  and  such  further 
punishment  as  is  tit  to  be  intiicted  upon  those  tliat  shall  contemne 
his  Ma'"'  lioyall  authorite.  Neverthelesse  it  is  hereby  intended  and- 
soe  ordered,  that  tlie  agreement  made  by  order  of  this  Board 
betweene  them  of  New  England  and  Virginia  shall  in  all  respects 
be  duly  observed  by  either  partie.    And  soe  tc,  kc. 


OKDER  AGAINST  THE  DUTCH  TRADING  TO  NEW 
ENGLAND. 


At  Whitehall,  the  lo'*"  of  December  1621 
Present — Lo.  Treasurer  Lo.  Steward 

Lo.  I'resident  E.  Marshall 

Lo.  Privie  Seale  Lo.  Digbie 

M'  Sec'  Calvert. 

A  Letter  to  Sir  Dudleu  Carleton.  K'  His  Mnj'"  AmbassaOor  resident 
with  the  States  of  the  United  Provinces. 

Whereas,  his  Ma'"  Subjects  have  many  yeares  since  taken  pos- 
session of  the  whole  precinct,  and  inhabited  some  parts  of  the 
North  of  Virginia,  (by  us  called  New-EngLand)  of  all  which 
countries  His  Ma'*  hath  in  like  manner,  some  yeares  since  by  Patent 
granted  the  quiet  and  full  possession  unto  particular  persons, 
Neverthelesse  wee  understand  that  the  yeare  past  tlie  Hollanders 
have  entered  upon  some  parte  thereof,  and  have  left  a  Colonic  and 
given  new  names  to  the  severall  ports  appertainmg  to  that  part  of 
the  Countrie,  and  are  now  in  readinesse  to  send  for  their  supply  six 
or  eight  shipps,  whereof  His  Ma"  being  advertised,  wee  have 
received  his  royall  commandant  to  signitie  his  pleasure  that  you 
should  represent  these  things  unto  the  States  Generall  in  his  Ma" 
name  (wlio  jure  prim*  occupationis  hath  good  and  sufficient  title 
to  those  parts)  and  require  of  them  that  as  well  those  shipps  as 
their  fmther  prosecution  of  that  plantation,  may  be  presently 
stayed.  And  soe.  not  doubting  your  best  endeav-^°  herein  wee,  &c. 
2— Vol.  V. 
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PRH^Y  COUNCIL  TO  SIR  DUDLEY  CARLETOX. 


After  0'  verie  heartie  comendacons  to  Yo'  Lop}).  Whereas  His 
Ma"^'  subjectes  have  many  yeares  since  taken  possession  of  the 
whole  precinct  and  inhabited  some  partes  of  the  North  of  Virginia 
us  called  New-England)  of  all  wh*^"  countries  His  Ma'''^  hath  in 
like  manner  some  years  since  by  patent  granted  the  quiet  and  full 
possession  unto  particular  persons;  Neverthelesse  wee  understand 
that  the  yeare  past  the  Hollanders  have  entered  upon  some  partes 
thereof  and  there  left  a  Colonic  and  given  new  names  to  the 
severall  portes  appertaming  to  that  part  of  the  countrie.  and  are 
now  in  readiness  to  send  for  their  supi)ly  six  or  eight  shipps. 
Whereof  His  Ma'"  being  advertised,  wee  have  received  his  royall 
comandement  to  signifie  his  pleasure  that  yow  should  represent 
these  thinges  unto  the  States  (ienerall  in  His  Ma"  name  (who  jure 
primae  occupationis  hath  a  good  and  sufficient  title  to  those  parts) 
and  require  of  them  that  aswell  those  shipps  as  their  further 
prosecution  of  that  plantation  may  be  presently  stayed.  And  soe, 
not  doubting  of  yo'  Lopps.  best  endeavo"  herein  Wee  bid  yow  verie 
hartely  farewell.  From  Whitehall  the  15"'  December  1621. 
Yo'  Loi)i)s.  verie  loving  f  riendes 

L.  CRANFIELD. 

H.  MANDEYILLE. 

ARUNDEL  ct  SURREY. 

E.  WORCESTER. 

LENOX 

J.  DIGBYE. 

GEO.  CALVERT 
To  o' verie  good  Lord  S'  Dudley  Carleton  Kn'  His  Ma*"  Am- 
bassador Resident  w'"  the  States  of  the  United  Provinces. 


S^  DUDLEY  CARLETON  AMBASSADOR  AT  THE  HAGUE. 
TO  THE  LORDS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


May  it  please  yo''  Lips' 

\  Having  received  yo'  Lips  Ires  of  the  I/)""  of  December  touching  thf 
Hollanders  entering  a  year  since  and  planting  a  colonie  upon  somt 
parte  of  the  North  of  Virginia  w"'in  the  precinct  of  ■u'*"  his  Ma'?  hac' 
formerly  graunted  by  his  patent,  the  quiet  and  full  possession  untc 
particular  persons,  w'"  commandement  from  his  Ma'-'  to  move  the 
States  General! ,  not  only  to  make  stay  of  such  shipps  as  are  here 
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prepared  for  that  voyage,  but  likewise  toprohiljit  tlie  further  prose- 
quution  of  that  plantation  ;  I  tooke  the  liberty  w"^'  tlie  season  gave 
me  (all  the  country  shipps  being  then,  as  they  still  are,  bound  in 
witli  yce)  to  enforme  my  selfe  of  the  state  of  the  business  before  I 
would  appeare  in  their  assembly ;  &  could  not  fynd  eyther  by  such 
merchants  w""  wliome  I  have  acquaintance  at  Amsterdam,  or  by  the 
Prince  of  Orange  &  some  of  the  States  of  whome  I  made  enquirie, 
any  more  in  the  matter,  but  that  about  fower  or  live  years  since  two 
particular  companies  of  Amsterdam  merchants  began  a  trade  into 
those  parts  betwixt  4u  and  45  degrees,  to  w'=''  after  their  manner  they 
gave  their  own  names  of  New  Netherlands  a  south  &  a  north 
sea,  a  Texel,  a  Vlielaud,  .&  the  like  ;  whither  they  have  ever  since 
continued  to  send  shipps  of  30  and  40  lasts  at  the  most  to  fetch 
f urres,  w'''  is  all  their  trade ;  for  tlie  providhig  of  w'="  they  have  cer- 
taine  factors  there  continually  resident  trading  w"'  savages,  and  at 
this  present  there  is  a  shipp  at  Amsterdam  bound  for  those  parts ; 
but  1  cannot  learne  of  anie  Colonic  eyther  ah'eady  planted  tliere  by 
these  people,  or  so  much  as  intended  ;  &  I  have  this  further  reason 
to  believe  there  is  none,  because  w"'in  these  few  months  divers  in- 
habitants of  this  country  to  a  considerable  number  of  familyes  have 
bene  suters  unto  me,  to  procure  them  a  place  of  habitation  amongst 
liis  Ma'"^' subjects  in  those  parts;  W^  by  his  Ma'" ^  order  was  made 
known  to  the  Directo"  of  the  plantacon,  and  yf  these  countrey  men 
were  in  any  such  way  themselves,  there  is  small  apparence  they 
would  desire  to  mingle  w"'  strangers  &  be  subject  to  their  govern- 
ment. Nevertheles  because  more  may  be  knowne  to  yo*^  Lip"  than 
I  can  learne  here,  I  have  not  fay  led  of  my  duty  in  demaunding  audi- 
ence of  the  States  &  saying  to  them  what  I  was  commaunded ;  the 
effect  whereof  (as  the  use  here  is  being  so  required]  1  gave  them  in 
writing  according  to  the  copie  I  send  yo''  Lip"  herewith  ;  w^''  those 
of  Holland  demaunded  of  the  assemblie,  wiiereby  to  take  informa- 
tion of  the  business  (of  which  they  pretended  ignorance)  thereupon 
to  frame  an  answeare  to  His  Ma'^  w^''  when  1  shall  receave  I  will 
not  fayle  to  advertise  yo""  Lips".  So  I  most  humbly  take  leave. 
From  the  Hagh  the  5'"  of  February  162L 
Y^  Lh'^ 

most  humbly  to  be  commounded 
(Signed)  DUDLEY  CARLETON. 
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SIR    DUDLEY    CARLETOX'S    MEMORIAL    TO    THE 
STATES  GENERAL. 

[TKANSLATED  from  the  FRENCH.] 


Gextlemex  :  I  have  received  express  orders  from  the  King  my 
master  to  present  to  your  L'd'shps  additional  comi)laints  in  regard 
to  Maratime  affairs  caused  1)y  the  subjects  of  these  United  Prov- 
inces, es})ecially  by  tlie  Hollandeis,  and  to  request  you,  in  ids  name, 
to  api)ly  a  remedy  to  them  l)y  your  authority. 

Several  of  his  Englisli  sul)jects,  Lords  and  other  ])ersons  of  station 
and  quality  having  a  long  time  ago  taken  ])ossession  of  all  the  ])re- 
cincts  of  Vii'ginia,  and  planted  their  settlement  in  certain  parts 
of  the  northern  quarter  of  said  country,  which  takes  its  name  (Nova 
Anglia)  therefrom.  His  Majesty  desiring  the  successful  issue  of  so 
sacred  and  useful  an  enterin'ise.  wliich  tends  to  the  advancement  of 
the  Christian  Religion  and  the  increase  of  Trade,  granted  several 
years  ago,  as  is  notorious  to  every  one,  by  his  Letteis  patent,  quiet 
and  full  possession  of  the  wiiole  of  the  said  country  to  several  pri- 
vate individuals. 

Notwithstanding  which  lie  is  informed  that  some  Hollanders  have 
last  year  landed  in  some  parts  of  said  country  and  tliere  planted  a 
Colony,  altering  tlie  names  of  ports  and  harbours  and  baptizing  them 
anew  after  tiieir  fasliion,  intending  to  send  thither  other  ships  iV)r 
the  continuance  of  said  i)lantation,  and  that  in  fact  they  have  now 
six  or  eight  vessels  all  ready  to  sail  thither. 

Now  H.  M.  having  incontestably  tlie  riglit  to  said  country  [jrire 
prhnm  occuputinnts)  has  commanded  me  to  represent  to  you  tlie  state 
of  said  affair  and  request  you  in  his  name,  not  only  that  tlie  ships 
already  equipped  for  said  voyage  may,  by  your  authority,  be  stopped, 
but  also  that  the  ulterior  prosecution  of  said  plantation  may  be  ex- 
pressly forbidden . 

"Which,  gentlemen,  yoiiwill  take,  if  you  i)lease,into  prompt  delib- 
eration, communicating  to  me,  at  the  earliest,  the  answer  wliicli  1 
am  to  make  His  Majesty  on  your  part. 

Exhibited  in  writing  in  the  Assembly  of  the  States  General  the 
9"'  of  February  IGi'ii,  and  Signed 

DUDLEY  CARLETOX. 
Endorsed  bij  Cdrhton  : 

''Minute  of  my  P"position  jiresented  in  writing  to  y'  States  Gen- 
'•eral  v  9"'  Eeb>  1G:22."" 
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PROPOSED  UNION  OF  THE  WEST  INDIxV  COMPANIES. 


Friday,  the  22""  March,  1624. 

His  Excellency  appearing  in  the  Asseml)ly,  in  his  ])resence  are  read 
the  points  of  the  further  instruction  for  the  Ambassadors  to  Eng- 
land, left  oi)en  on  the  lO""  February  last,  viz' :  the  fourth,  7"'  and  8'" 
points  of  said  instruction;  and,  upon  consideration,  and  with  the 
advice  of  his  illustrious  Excellency,  it  is  resolved  and  concluded ; 
first,  on  the  fourth  point,  regarding  the  "West  India  Company  and 
the  letter  of  the  Lords  of  Langeracq.  of  the  1''  instant,  lately  re- 
ceived, mentioning  a  West  India  Company  begun  to  be  formed  in 
France,  that  coi)y  and  extract  shall  l)e  sent  to  Mess"""  tlieir  High 
Mightinesses'  deputies  at  present  attending  the  meeting  of  the  XIX 
of  the  West  India  Company  at  Amsterdam,  to  submit  to  the  meet- 
ing, as  matters  are  in  such  a  condition  in  France  and  England  at 
present,  that  probably  a  West  India  Company  will  be  formed  in  one 
and  the  otlier  kingdom,  or  else  some  expedition  be  undertaken, 
whether  they  will  not  embrace  this  occasion  and  consider  if  it  would 
not  be  prudent  to  confer  on  a  combination  of  the  Com])anies,  or  of 
some  other  equipment  to  be  sent,  on  l)oth  sides,  to  the  West  Indies, 
reflecting  that  this  Company  will  not,  of  itself,  be  strong  enough, 
without  assistance  and  tlie  aid  and  cooperation  of  otliers.  to  resist 
alone  such  a  powerful  force  as  is  put  to  sea  at  present  by  Spain,  to 
the  number  of  fifty  ships,  for  the  purpose  of  crushing  the  Company 
in  its  infancy ;  that  it  will  also  be  useful  to  agree  respecting  the  pres- 
ent and  the  future;  as  the  French  and  the  English  will  not  omit, 
when  this  Company  shall  have  sustained  the  heaviest  of  the  burthen, 
to  frequent  the  places  whicli  may  be  incorporated  l)y  God's  gracious 
help,  and  from  which  they  cannot  be  excluded  without  falling  into 
the  same  difticulty  as  the  East  India  Company  had  with  tliem.  which 
can  now  be  easier  obviated,  eitlier  liy  a  combination  of  the  compa- 
nies or  by  some  mutual  equipment  to  be  executed  hereafter. 

On  the  7'"  and  Eighth  i)oints,  it  is  deemed  prudent  first  to  wait  for 
advices  from  England,  of  the  success  of  the  affair  and  resolution 
there,  in  order,  when  that  is  seen,  to  be  able  to  resolve  thereupon 
with  better  foundation. 

And  whereas  Ids  Excellency  proposes  that  the  Ambassadors  ought 
necessarily  be  authorized,  in  case  any  league  be  concluded,  to  make 
some  present  to  Mess'^'  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  Avho  shall  be 
engaged  in  this  league,  as  is  usual  in  such  contracts.  It  is  resolved 
to  wait  the  advice  of  the  Ambassadors  themselves  as  to  what  they 
should  think  best  to  be  done  in  the  case,  whilst  it  is  concluded  that 
the  gratuity  ought  to  be  regulated  in  proportion  to  the  advantage 
and  profit  to  be  derived  by  this  country  from  the  league. 
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AGENTS  OF  THE  WEST  IKDIA  COMPANY  AT  HOORN, 
TO  THE  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  XIX. 


HooKN,  the  29'"  March,  1624. 
Ilonorahlc,  Worthy,  Wine,  and  ricjJd  Prudent  gentlemen  and  friends : 
Whereas  we  i-epaired  thisinorniiic;  to  the  meeting  of  the  Directors 
of  tliis  city,  and,  after  sundry  conversations,  exi)]ained  to  their 
Honors  tliat  we  understood  that  a  certain  shij)  was  fitting  out  here 
with  design  to  go  to  the  yirginias  under  French  cnnnnission ,  intend- 
ing to  take  along  good  carpenters  and  shiinvrights  to  consti-uct  a 
store,  houses  and  sliips  tliere  in  order  to  be  emijloyed  elsewliere 
within  the  limits  of  the  charter.  This  then  appearing  to  be  a  mat- 
ter of  great  consequence,  we  both  deemed  it  proper  to  wait  on  the 
Magistrates  of  Hoorn,  as  we  did  forthwith,  and  after  explanatory 
introduction,  retiuested  them,  as  Judges  and  administrators  of  the 
laws,  to  maintain  us  against  this  contravention  of  the  charter,  and 
its  amplification.  Whereu})on  they  answered,  that  we  might  cer- 
tainly rely  on  them,  and  they  resolved,  with  our  previous  advice,  to 
summon  the  Skip])er,  who  was  busy  taking  out  his  ship,  and  about 
to  sail  fortliwith,  to  demand  of  him  an  inventory  thereof,  and  of  all 
that  is,  or  will  be  received  on  boaid.  The  Skipper  appearing  in  our 
absence,  refused  to  comply,  saying  he  wishes  to  go  to  France,  want- 
ing to  know  who  acted  thus,  threatening  to  comi)lain,  as  if  the  King 
of  France's  crown  were  attacked.  The  Burgomasters  finding  him 
thus  obstinate,  said  tliat  he  was  then  arrested  until  he  should  give 
satisfaction  herein,  against  which  he  has  ])rotested,  and  demanded 
certificate  of  arrest.  We  thought  proper  that  this  should  Ije  done 
in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  Assemljly  of  the  XIX.,  though  we 
are  not  expressly  authorized  hereunto.  We  request  your  advice 
Avhether  the  arrest  shall  continue,  and  what  further  shall  be  done  in 
the  premises.  You  may  be  assured  that  a  certain  jierson  of  credit 
is  here,  who  was  lately  ottered  a  share  of  that  shii),  well  knowing 
that  some  owners  reside  here  and  at  Amsterdam:  therefore,  the 
matter  ought,  in  our  oi»inion,  be  ])rosecuted.  for  the  sake  of  example, 
and  thereby  to  discourage  others,  who  are  disposed  to  go  the  same 
road.  Regarding  our  attairs.  we  have  done  nothing,  except  to  make 
some  preparatory  arrangements  to  facilitate  the  business  as  much 
as  possible,  expecting  to-day  the  Deputies  of  the  respective  cities. 
The  Directors  of  Hoorn  have  informed  us,  that  they  authorized,  or 
Avrote  to  your  Commissoners  for  the  oi>ening  of  their  subscription 
to  the  capital,  in  the  assurance  that  their  petition  shall  be  taken 
into  consideration.  What  relates  to  it,  your  Honors  will  jiresently 
know. 
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Herewith  ending.     (Under  stood  : ) 

Honorable,  worthy,  wise,  right,  discreet  gentlemen,  praying  the 
Almighty  to  keep  you  in  his  Holy  protection. 

(Signed)         Your  Honors'  dutiful  Commissioners, 

ROGIER  COBBERT, 
BLEXDRICXS% 
ALB'  WIFRINCK. 
Received  2^'  April,  1624. 

(At  the  side  stood  :)  Post.  After  closing  this,  the  arrested  Skipper 
hath  had  an  attachment  served  on  us,  and  summoned  us  for  the 
next  day,  which  we  shall  endeavor  to  meet  by  exceptions,  etc.,  until 
further  instructions  and  advice  will  be  received  from  your  Honors. 

The  address  was  : 
Right  Honorable,  worthy,  wise  and  most  prudent,  the  Commis- 
sioners at  the  Assembly  of  the  Nineteen,  on  behalf  of  the  \Vest 
India  Company,  at  Amsterdam. 


THE  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE   XIX.  TO   THE   STATES 
GENERAL. 


Extract. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords  : — We  have  heretofore  represented,  in 
writing,  to  your  High  Mightinesses,  that  our  constituents,  the  re- 
spective Chambers  of  the  Incorporated  West  India  Cotnpany,  think 
and  fear  that  the  utter  ruin  and  disi^olution  of  said  Company  will  be 
the  consequence  of  the  present  neyoUationfor  a  Truce  with  the  En- 
emy, and  have  therefore  with  all  submission  besought  you.  High  and 
Mighty,  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  be  careful  that  nothing  may 
be  done  to  the  prejudice  of  its  commenced  proceedings,  which  have 
been  of  such  benefit  to  this  country ;  but  that  the  Company  may,  as 
heretofore,  be  also  in  future,  strengthened  and  supported,  and  con- 
tinue thus  sustained,  in  order  more  and  more  to  be  of  good  service 
to  this  state  and  the  stockholders.  We  have  now  considered  it  fur- 
ther necessary  and  useful  to  explain  to  you.  High  and  Mighty,  in  all 
submission,  the  reasons  of  our  fear,  in  order  that  your  Higli  Might- 
inesses being  informed  thereof,  may  more  seriously  consider  the 
same ;  and  to  answer  all  such  objections  as  may  be  brought  forward 
to  the  contrary,  so  as  to  remove  all  arguments  which  may  uitluence 
you,  High  and  Mighty,  to  judge  otherwise,  of  the  impoitance  of  this 
matter. 

Your  High  Mightinesses  are  aware,  and  it  is  not  unknown  to  us, 
that  this  Company  was  in  the  commencement,  designed  principally 
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to  increase  Trade  and  Commerce,  witliout  which  the  great  mnltitude 
of  seamen  bestowed  by  God  on  this  country  cannot  be  employed,  and 
all  occupations  maintained  in  continual  action  and  prosjierity ;  that, 
also,  those  who  su}i])osed  themselves  most  conversant  with  tliis  trade, 
were  of  o])inion  that  the  West  India  Countries  were  not  so  ex])osed 
to  the  attacks  of  our  enemies  the  Spaniards  and  Portutjuese.  l)ut  that 
trade  coidd  be  carried  on  with  sundry  nations  and  people:  colonists 
transported,  and  i)lantations  of  various  products  promoted,  from 
Avhich  advantages  could  be  derived  equal  to  those  our  aforesaid  ene- 
mies have  realized  since  many  years,  to  tlie  strengthening  consider- 
ably of  the  King  of  Spain's  finances.  And  in  case  of  delay  or  ill  suc- 
cess, it  was  expected  to  make  good  a  ])ortion  of  the  loss,  by  going  to 
Punta  del  Hey  for  salt :  but  in  conseciuence  of  the  tedious  negotia- 
tions with  the  iS'ortli  quarter,  we  are  entirely  cut  off  by  the  enemy 
from  the  Salt  Trade  at  the  Punta:  and  as  regards  general  trade,  ex- 
perience has  now  made  us  wiser,  and  shown,  that  the  proposition  is 
founded  on  grounds  altogether  too  weak :  and  that  the  trade  Avith 
tliose  nations  and  peojjle.  avIio  still  remain  inde])endent  of  the  King 
of  Spain,  is  very  meager  and  tritling:  and  that  the  countries,  yet 
uninvaded,  are  for  the  most  part  of  little  consequence  and  uni)ro- 
ductive.  or  if  good  and  fruitful,  are  very  ditticult  of  cultivation,  es- 
pecially for  our  i>eo])le,  who,  being  unaccustomed  to  so  hot  a  climate, 
can  with  great  difficulty  betake  themselves  to  agriculture:  and  being 
unin-ovided  witli  slaves,  and  not  used  to  the  employment  of  them, 
cannot,  like  the  Spaniards  aiul  Portuguese,  supply  through  others, 
their  own  insuthciency.  jNIoreover,  tlie  colonizing  such  wild  and  un- 
cultivated countries,  demands  more  inhabitants  than  we  can  well 
supply:  not  so  much  tlirough  lack  of  po))ubition,  in  which  our  })ro- 
vinces  abound,  as  from  the  fact,  that  all  who  are  inclined  to  do  any 
sort  of  work  here,  j)rocure  enough  t )  eat  without  any  trouble;  and 
are.  therefore,  unwilling  to  go  far  from  home  on  an  uncertainty;  to 
this  may  be  added,  the  doubt  of  being  a])le  to  protect  it,  unless  at 
greater  and  heavier  expense  than  the  returns  are  worth  that  may 
probably  be  derived  from  thence.  But  in  order  tliat  you.  High  and 
Mighty,  may  be  correctly  informed  herein,  and  understand  the  sit- 
uation of  tlie  countries  yet  uninvaded  by  our  enemies,  we  sliall  ex- 
plain to  you  more  particularly  the  extent  and  condition  thereof, 
from  one  end  of  our  boundaries  in  West  India  to  the  other. 

The  limits  granted  to  us  by  Your  High  Mightinesses,  start  from, 
or  begin  on  the  Nortli  at.  Nova,  Fntnria,  the  bounds  Avhereof  were 
extended  somewhat  too  far  by  the  French  :  so  that  they  have  even 
l)een  inclined  to  dispute  us  Xctr  Xctlierland ,^xhit^h  is  the  first  coun- 
try occupied  and  ])ossessed  l)y  our  peo])le;  and  tlieCom])any.on  that 
account,  have  suffered,  of  late  years. notorious  damage  l»y  reprisals. 
Xow.tliis  district,  which  we  have  named  Ncic  Kethcrlnnd .i\\thoi\s:h 
it  ought  to  be.  in  point  of  climate,  as  warm  and  as  well  adapted  for 
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the  cultivation  of  fruits  at  least,  as  the  furthest  frontiers  of  France 
towards  Siwin ;  yet  it  has  been  found  much  colder,  and  as  much 
subject  to  frost  and  other  inconveniences  as  these;  nay,  as  more 
nortliern  countries.  The  people  conveyed  by  us  thither,  have,  tliere- 
fore,  found  but  scanty  means  of  livelihood  up  to  the  present  time  ; 
and  have  not  been  any  i)rofit,  but  a  drawback,  to  this  Company.  The 
trade  carried  on  there  in  i)eltries.  is  rigiit  advantasvous :  })nt  one 
year  with  another,  we  can,  at  most,  briny;  home  only  Fifty  thousand 
ojuilders.  Proceeding  more  southerly,  next  conies  ViniinUi,  i)os- 
sessed  by  the  English  ;  and  Florida,  so  far  as  it  has  commercial  ad- 
vantages, by  the  Spaniards.  For,  although  Florida  is  extensive,  the 
])laces  occupied  by  the  Spaniards  are  few,  and  the  liarbors,  even  for 
middling  ships,  so  rare  that  there  is  but  very  small  probability  of 
being  able  to  execute  anytliing  advantageously  there.  Tlie  large 
Islands  are  settled  by  the  Spaniards,  etc. 
Exhibited  23'  October,  1629. 


PATENT  TO  MESSRS.  GODYN  AND  BLOMMAERT  FOR 
A  TRACT  OF  LAND  ON  DELAWARt:  BAY. 


We,  the  Director  and  Council  in  New  Netherland.  residing  on 
the  Island  Manaliatas  and  in  Fort  Amsterdam,  under  the  autliority 
of  their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States  General  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  and  of  the  Incorporated  West  India  Company,  Cham- 
ber at  Amsterdam,  hereby  acknowledge  and  declare,  that  on  this 
day.  the  date  underwritten,  came  and  appeared  before  us,  in  their 
pro]ier  persons,  Queskakous  and  Eesanques  Siconesius,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  their  village,  situate  at  the  South  cape  of  the  Bay 
of  the  South  River,  and  freely  and  voluntarily  declared,  by  special 
authority  of  the  rulers  and  consent  of  the  Connnonalty  there,  that 
they  already,  on  tlie  first  day  of  the  month  of  June  of  the  past  year, 
1629,  for  and  on  account  of  certain  parcels  of  cargoes,  which  tliey, 
previous  to  the  passing  hereof,  acknowledged  to  have  received  and 
got  into  their  hands  and  power,  to  their  full  satisfaction,  have 
transported,  ceded,  given  over  and  conveyed  in  just,  true  and  free 
proi)erty.  as  they  hereby  transport,  cede,  give  over  and  convey  to. 
and  for  the  behoof  of,  Mess''^  Samuel  Godin  and  Samuel  Blommart. 
absent:  and  for  whom  AVe,  by  virtue  of  our  office,  under  i)roper 
stipulation,  do  accept  tlie  same,  namely  :  the  Land  to  them  belong- 
ing, situate  on  the  South  side  of  the  aforesaid  Bay,  l»y  us  called  Tlie 
Bay  of  the  South  River,  extending  in  length  from  C.  Hinlopen  off 
unto  the  mouth  of  the  aforesaid  South  River,  about  eiglit  leagues 
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(fifootc  mi/len).mid  half  a  leajine  in  bivadtii,  into  the  interior,  ex- 
tendiiifj  to  a  certain  niarsli  [lecgte)  or  valley,  tlirough  which  these 
limits  can  be  clearly  enough  distinguished.  And  that  with  all  the 
action,  right  and  jurisdiction  to  them  in  the  aforesaid  quality, 
therein  ai)pertaining,  constituting  and  surrogating  the  said  Mess'"^ 
Godin  and  Blonnnaert  in  tlieir  stead,  state,  real  and  actual  i>osses- 
sion  thereof;  and  giving  them,  at  the  same  time,  full  and  irrevo- 
cable authority,  power  and  si)ecial  command,  to  hold  in  quiet  pos- 
session. occu])ancy  and  use.  tanquani  Actores  et  Procurafores  in 
rem  Projiriam,  the  aforesaid  land  acquired  by  tlie  above  mentioned 
Mess"  Godin  and  Blommaert,  or  those  who  may  hereafter  obtain 
their  interest;  also  to  do.  barter,  and  dispose  thereof,  as  they  may 
do  with  their  own  well  and  lawfully  acquired  lands.  Without  they, 
the  Grantors,  having,  reserving,  or  retaining  for  the  future,  any, 
tlie  smallest  i)art,  right,  action  or  authority,  whether  of  i)roi)erty, 
command  or  jurisdiction  therein  :  but  now.  iiereby,  forever  and  a 
day  desisting,  retiring  from,  abandoning  and  renouncing  the  same 
for  the  behoof  aforesaid;  i)romising  further,  not  only  to  observe, 
fulfill  and  to  hold  fast,  un])roken  and  irrevocable,  theis  their  con- 
veyance, and  whatever  may  be  done  in  virtue  thereof,  but,  also,  the 
said  i)areel  of  land  to  maintain  against  every  one  and  to  deliver  free 
of  controversies,  gainsays  and  contradictions,  by  whomsoever  insti- 
tuted against  the  same.  All  in  good  faitli  witliout  guile  or  deceit. 
In  Witness  is  this  contirmed  with  our  usual  signature  and  with  our 
seal  dependant  therefrom.  Done  on  tlie  aforesaid  Island  Mana- 
hatas,  this  tifteentli  of  July.  XYV  and  tliirty. 

(Signed)  PETER  MiyV IT.  Director, 

PIETER  BYLVELT, 
JACOB  ELBERTSEX  WISSINCK, 
JAX  JANSEX  BR()inVER, 
,  SYMOX  DIRCKSEX  POS, 

KEYXER  IIARMEXSEX. 

JAX  LAMPE, 

(!■.  heriff. 


CAP'  MASOX  TO  [MR  SECRETARY^  COKE?] 


April  2  1832 
Right  IIoxokable: — In  y  yeare  of  o'  Lord  God  1G21.  or  there- 
abouts certaine  Hollanders  were  ujuni  tlie  coast  of  Xew  England 
trading  w"'  y  Indians  l)et\vixt  Cai)e  Codd  and  Bay  de  la  AVarre  in 
40.  degrees  of  Xortherly  latitude,  "being  a  ])arte  of  that  country 
which  was  granted  to  Sir  Walter  Rawleigh  by  Queene  Elizabeth  in 
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Auno  1584.  and  afterwards  to  diverse  of  her  subjects  under  y^  title 
of  Virginia;  which  countrey  was  divided  l)y  agreement  of  y^ 
Virginia  company  and  the  Nortli  East  parte  thereof  confirmed 
afterward  by  King  James  in  Anno  1006.  to  y'  President  and 
Counsell  for  y""  Plantations  there,  which  have  beene  settled  in 
Virginia  on  y-'  one  hand  to  the  Westwards,  now  about  fortie  yeares ; 
and  in  New  England  on  the  other  hand  to  y-'  Eastward  above  25 
yeares  since.  Tlie  sayd  Hollanders  as  Interloi)ers  fell  into  y* 
middle  betwixt  the  sayd  plantacons,  and  at  their  returne  of  their 
voyage  aforesayd,  ])ublished  a  Maj)])  in  y  Low  countries  of  y^  sayd 
sea  coaste  comin-ehended  betwixt  Virginia  and  Cape  Codd,  und"^  y'' 
tytle  of  New  Netherlands,  giving  y''  name  of  y"  Prince  of  Auraiige 
to  y^  countrie  and  river  of  Manahata,  where  y'  Dutcli  are  now 
planted,  (wlr''  sayd  countrey  was  many  yeares  before  discovered  by 
tlie  Englishmen  in  their  voyages  to  Virginia)  and  giveing  other 
Dutch  names  to  other  places  to  y=  Eastward  of  y-  sayd  Manahata 
river  as  far  as  Cape  Codd :  all  wh'"  had  beene  formerly  discovered 
and  traded  unto  diverse  tymes  by  seV^all  Englishmen,  as  may  be 
proved.  And  S""  8amuell  Argall  Kn"^  w'"*  many  English  planters 
were  ppareing  to  goe  and  sitt  downe  in  his  lott  of  l-ind  upon  y"  sayd 
Manahata  river  at  the  same  tyme  wlien  the  Dutch  intruded,  w''' 
caused  a  Demurre  in  their  pceding  until  King  James,  upon  com- 
plaint of  my  Lord  of  Arundell  w"^""  S"'  Ferdinando  Gorges  Kn''  and 
the  said  S"'  iSamuell  Argall  (form'^ly  Gov  of  Virginia)  and  Cap' 
John  Mason)  of  y-  sayd  Dutch  Intruders  in  An"  1621  had,  by  his 
Ma'"^"  order  a  Ire  to  y=  Lord  of  Dorchester  their  Ambassado''  at  y"^ 
Hague,  questioned  the  States  of  y-  Low  Countries  for  that  matter. 
Which  y"  Lords  y"  States  by  answer  (as  I  take  it)  of  their  anibassado'' 
Sir  Nowell  Carronne  did  disclayme,  disavowing  any  such  act  that 
was  done  by  their  people  w""  their  authority:  w^''  my  Lord  of 
Arundell  and  I  thinke  y^^  Lord  Baltimore  (then  Secretary  of  State) 
doe  remember,  and  S'  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Captaine  Mason  can 
witnesse  y -  same.  Neverthelesse  y"  yeare  following,  w''  (as  I  take 
it)  was  1622,  the  sayd  Dutch  under  a  pretended  authority  from  y^ 
West  India  Company  of  Holland,  maintayned  as  they  sayd  by  com- 
mission from  y''  said  Prince  of  Aurange  did  returne  to  y-  foresayd 
river  of  Manahata  and  made  plantation  there,  fortifying  themselves 
there  in  two  severall  places,  and  have  built  shipi)s  there,  whereof  one 
was  sent  to  Holland  of  600  tunnes  or  thereabouts.  And  albeit  tliey 
were  warned  by  y"  English  plantation  at  New  Plymouth  to  foi'beare 
trade  and  not  to  make  any  settlement  in  those  partes,  letting  them 
know  that  they  were  the  territories  of  y-  King  of  England,  yett 
neve'"theless  with  ]jroude  and  contumacious  answers  (saying  they 
had  commission  to  fight  against  such  as  should  disturbe  their 
settlement)  they  did  persist  to  plant  and  trade,  vilefying  o""  Nation 
to  the  Indians  and   extollhig  their  owne  people  and  countrye  of 
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Ilollaiul.  and  have  made  sundry  pood  letunies  ot  coiuinodities  troiii 
thence  into  Holhmd:  esi)ecia]ly  tliis  year  tliey  liave  returned  (as  it 
is  re])orted)  loUOO  Jieaver  Skynnes.  besides  otiier  conunodities. 

Yo''  IIo""^  hunil)le  Servant 
(signed)  JOHN  .MASON. 

Jn<h>rsed  hij  Sir  John  CoAt,  See"  nf  State  : 
"C'a]):  Mason  concernint,' tlie  Holhinders  in  Virginia." 


SIR   FERDIXAXDO    GORGES   TO    CAP'   MASOX   ABOUT 
AX  EXPEDITIOX  OX  THE  DUTCH. 


BinsTOLL  tlie  fi"'  Aprile  1G32. 
Sii'i : — On  Tliursday  nipht  I  receaved  youi-s  of  tlie  8(1"'  of  Marcli, 
l)y  vi'li"^''  I  understand  liowe  you  liave  iieeeded  against  those  of  tlie 
Dutch  plantacon.  1  am  ffhide  tlie  business  is  before  the  Lords.  I 
hoj)e  they  will  not  bee  ovei'  hasty  in  concludimj  a  busines  of  that 
nature,  considerin.a  howenuicli  it  concernes  both  the  honor  of  the 
Kinpe  and  State  to  make  i^ood  the  interest  they  have  therein.  You 
shalbee  assured  I  will  not  i)tract  any  time  of  my  comins  "I'P-  ^>'dt 
I  uiust  acquaint  you  with  an  unhapiiy  accident  that  befell  mee  the 
same  day  I  reseaved  yours.  For  haveinu'  liene  w"'  my  Lord  Pawlett 
and  divers  others  of  my  i)rivate  friends  att  a  hor.*<e  race.  J  tooke  a 
fall  from  my  horse,  and  am  now  in  soe  much  extremetie  of  ])aiue, 
as  I  am  not  able  to  move  or  stirr.  l)ut  as  I  am  heli>ed  by  maine 
strength  of  my  s'vamites;  notw"'standinti\  by  (iods  favo'  1  lioi)e  to 
l)ee  w"'  ycm  in  a  very  sliorte  time,  what  siiifte  soever  1  make  to 
travell.  I  am  sory  to  heere  you  are  soe  ])oorely  seconded  in  a  matter 
soe  just  and  hon'''^  I  conceive  you  may  have  from  ]\r.  Shirly  a 
coppy  of  that  w"^''  came  to  my  hands  from  those  of  New  Plymouth, 
w"'  more  pticiders  than  came  to  mee.  Iff  may  ])lease  you  that  liee 
may  bee  spoken  w"'  about  it.  I  doubt  not  but  att  my  comiuire,  I 
shalbee  able  to  fjive  both  his  Ma'"'  and  the  Lords  sutlicient  satis- 
faccon  for  tofortifietlie  justefyinge  (not  the  stay  of  the  shi])])oneley) 
but  to  prosecute  their  dis])lantin<j:  from  thence.  And  that  av^'' is 
now  to  bee  desired  is,  that  wee  may  bee  heard  to  sjteake  before 
ought  bee  done  for  the  shii)i)S  dispatch.  I  hope  you  will  make  some 
shifte  to  sendeaway  tlie  horses  I  sent  you  before  tiie  recei])te  of  ^l' 
Eyres  to  the  contrary  for  I  knowe  they  wilbee  of  more  service  and 
worth  then  any  you  will  serve  your  selves  w"'all  att  the  Islands: 
l)esides  heere  is  noe  sliipjiinc:  that  coes  from  lience  till  towards  tlie 
winter  quarter:  but  what  you  doe  betweeiie  you.  shall  iilease  mee, 
thoughe  I  desire  extreamely  they  may  tjoe  att  this  lu'esent.  tlioujihe 
it  were  wholly  on  my  accompte  for  their  transi»ortac6n  w"'  the 
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horses.  Lett  tliis  sutKce  I  pray  you  for  this  present,  for  tliat  my 
paine  will  suffer  inee  to  say  noe  more  att  this  time,  save  only  I 
be.seeeh  you  to  remember  my  humble  service  to  my  Lord  jSlarshall 
and  to  left  his  hono'  knowe  the  misfortune  tliat  retaynes  mee  from 
attending  His  Loj))):  soe  soone  as  my  iiarte  desires,  and  soe  much 
you  may  be  jtleased  to  left  my  Lord  of  Warwick  knowe  in  like 
manner,  w"'  the  remembrance  of  myservice  to  his  I^o])]).  beseecliing 
liim  not  to  bee  slacke  wherein  you  knowe  his  heli)e  may  further  the 
best  wee  shall  gaine  thereby  wilbee  the  knowledge  of  wiiat  may 
bee  exi)ected  from  him  liereafter:  and  so  I  comitt  you  to  God  and 
rest 

Yo"^  assured  loveing  friend 

(Signed)  FRED.  GORGES. 

To  liis  assured  loveing  friend  Captaine  Joiix  Masox  att  his  house 
att  Debtford.  i)sent  theise. 


RESOLUTION   OF   THE   STATES   GENERAL   TO   WRITE 
TO  THEIR  AMBASSADOR  IN  ENGLAND. 


Wednesday,  7"'  Aiiril,  1G32. 
Received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Arnliein,  their  High  Miglitinesses' 
associate  Delegate  to  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX..  M"'  Olican  absent, 
written  at  Amsterdam  the  o"*  inst.,  and  seconded  by  the  verbal 
])etition  of  ]Mr.  xVdriacn  Pieterson,  Director  of  the  aforesai<l  Com- 
pany, in  order  to  obtain  letters  to  Ambas.sador  Joachimi  and  Deputy 
Govert  Brasser,  with  a  view  that,  through  their  intercession,  the 
Shi))  Eendracht,  coming  from  New  Netherland  and  touching  at 
Plymouth,  in  England,  and  there  seized,  should  be  again  i-eleased 
and  discharged;  which,  being  considered,  it  is  herel)y  resolved  and 
decidetl,  to  allow  and  grant  the  letters  aforesaid  in  the  best  form. 


STATES   GENERAL   TO    THEIR   AMBASSADORS   IN 
ENGLAND. 


To  3Icss"  Joachimi  and  Brasser,  tlieir  Hiijh  Mightinesses''  Ambassa- 
dor and  Depidij  in  England;  the  7"'  April,  1632. 

At  the  Hague,  the  7'"  April,  1632. 

The  States,  etc. 

Honorable  :— The  Directors  deputed  to  the  Assembly  of  the 
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XIX.  of  the  West  India  Company,  at  Amsterdam,  have  represented 
to  ns  that  the  Shi])  Eendracht,  on  arriving  at  Plymouth,  from  New 
Netherland,  was,  by  the  Vice  admiral  and  Captains  of  the  Plymouth 
Castles,  siezed  on  the  false  information  of  the  jirovost  of  said  bhi)). 
who  was  dissatisfied,  beeause  he  could  not  have  his  earned  wajj^es 
])aid  to  him  there,  (which  he  must  first  receive  at  Amsterdam.)  and 
of  the  Pilot,  wlio.  in  oi)i)osition  to  the  Director  and  Skipper,  being- 
on  shore  got  married,  lint  a  settlement  being  had.  with  much 
difficulty,  she  was  released  again,  and  the  aforesaid  in-ovost,  having 
received  his  wages,  went  u])  to  London,  and  before  the  ship  could 
dei)art.  l)rouglit  down  a  second  arrest,  in  which  the  slii))  must 
remain  and  be  yet  detained  with  its  freight,  solely  ii])c)n  an  untrue 
rein-esentationthat  the  Peltries  were  bought  within  the  jurisdiction 
or  district  belonging  to  his  Majesty  of  Great  Britain,  whereas  they 
were,  on  the  contrary,  bartered  in  New  Netherland,  under  our 
resort  and  within  the  limits  of  the  above  named  Company's  charter, 
on  the  South  and  North  rivers,  where  there  are  not  any  English 
Colonies  or  Trading  Posts.  And  whereas,  by  such  arrest  and 
detention,  in  direct  contravention  of  the  Articles  of  the  Fifteen 
Years"  union,  and  es])ecially  of  the  Concession  of  freedoms  granted 
l)y  his  said  Majesty  to  tiie  above  Company's  Ships,  said  company  is 
most  deei)ly  prejudiced,  and  ]iut  to  excessively  great  expense,  such 
as  loss  of  wages  and  consmn])tion  of  stores,  amounting,  daily,  to  a 
large  sum.  besides  the  loss  of  the  season  for  the  sale  of  peltries, 
which  go  mostly  to  Russia,  and  could  otherwise  have  been  sold  with 
the  i)eltries  already  advertised.  And.  moreover,  the  crew  of  the 
aforefaid  ship  had  so  much  the  more  time  afforded  them  to  take 
away,  in  violation  of  their  oath,  great  quantities  of  tiie  peltries 
Ijelonging  to  the  Com])any,  and  to  convey  the  same  stealthily  into 
the  interior,  or  elsewhere.  Therefore,  we  cannot,  neither  must  "\ve. 
neglect  to  request  and  solicit  you  hereby,  to  do  the  Company  such 
good  offices  and  kindnesses  with  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and 
otlier  ])ersons,  if  necessary,  to  the  end  that  not  only  the  aforesaid 
ship  and  goods  may  be  immediately  released  from  arrest,  free  of 
costs  and  damages,  but,  also,  that  order  may  be  given  that  hereafter 
such  unfounded  attachments  and  impediments  maybe  avoided,  and 
the  C(mipany  freed  from  such  inconveniences,  ti-oubles  and  annoy- 
ances. And  in  case  the  aforesaid,  or  any  other  ship,  may,  in  con- 
se(iuence  of  the  unfounded  pretensions  of  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  be 
troubled  about  a  certain  Island.  St.  Martin,  claimed  to  have  been 
given  him  ])y  the  King:  where,  nevertheless,  the  said  Earl  never 
liad  any  i)eoi)le.  V)ut  which  has  l)een  made  use  of  by  the  above  men- 
tioned Company,  you  will,  on  the  contrary,  allege  such  reasons  as 
you  will  consider  most  api)licable  in  the  i)remises. 
Relying  on  which,  we  ccmnncnd  you  to  God's  ]>rotection. 
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MESSRS.   JOACHIMI   AND    BRASSER    TO    THE    STATES 
GENERAL. 


The  10"'  April,  1G32;  Stylo  novo.    In  London. 
High  and  Mighty  Lords  : 

]My  Lords  :— Our  last  to  your  High  Mightinesses,  was  of  the  28"' 
of  last  month.  Since  then  we  have  complained  through  the  Lord 
High  Treasurer,  of  the  publication  of  the  Book  on  the  events  at 
Amboina ;  and  also,  requested  that  his  Lordship  would  prevent  the 
exportation  of  warlike  stores  to  the  enemy;  setting  forth  tlie  advant- 
age which  this  kingdom  might,  in  time  and  place,  derive  therefrom. 
His  I^ordship  said,  he  had  not  given  any  consent  to  have  the  book 
printed ;  and  that  he  well  knew  the  Council  had  no  knowledge  of 
it.  That  the  Bishop,  or  Secretaries,  were  in  the  habit  of  giving 
such  licences  ;  that  he  agreed  with  us,  it  were  better  omitted.  But 
that  such  was  permitted  in  the  case  of  the  East  India  Company, 
which  is  much  dissatisfied,  because  it  does  not  receive  any  satisfac- 
tion for  the  Amboina  affair.  And  in  regard  to  the  export  of  war- 
like stores,  that  the  Council  had  requested  his  opinion  thereupon, 
in  connection  with  his  Majesty's  finances,  and  that  he  had  then 
disapproved  thereof.  We,  nevertheless,  have  been,  afterwards, 
informed  that  the  exportation  is  permitted  to  Spain  and  Italy.  His 
Lordship  told  us.  among  other  things,  tliat  he  had  copy  of  the  In- 
struction given  to  Don  Gunsalva  di  Cordua,  from  Spain,  to  the  effect 
that  he  should  proceed  quietly  in  all  other  matters,  except  in  regard 
to  the  reconciliation  of  the  King  with  his  mother  and  brother;  that 
he  should  therein  proceed  zealously  and  earnestly. 

He  also  said,  he  had  advice  from  the  English  Ambassador,  resident 
in  France,  that  such  was  the  case  ;  and  having  received  no  satisfac- 
tion therein,  he  had  refused  to  accept  a  costly  rapier  from  tlie  King, 
and  a  certain  present  from  the  Queen.  And  his  Lordship  added, 
moreover,  that  he  thought  the  first  news  we  should  receive  from 
Spain,  would,  also,  bring  intelligence  that  the  Spaniards  from  Cata- 
lonia had  fallen  on  France  ;  forvvliich  purpose  great  Naval  prepara- 
tions were  making  in  the  Mediteranean. 

We  likewise  addressed  ourselves  to  Mr.  Secretary  Kooke,  whom 
we  fomid  much  excited  in  the  India  affair;  and  soon  observed,  that 
he  had  consented  to  the  i)ublication  of  the  Book.  His  Lordship  was 
so  violent  in  the  matter,  that,  when  we  afterwaids  spoke  to  him  of 
Captain  le  Clercq's  trial,  and  the  wrong  suffered  therein,  he  gave  us 
for  answer,  Amboina.  AVhen  he  complained  of  the  proceedings  of 
the' Admiralty  at  Rotterdam,  in  the  case  of  the  owners  of  the  Ship 
the  Kint,  (the  Child,)  we  answered  thereunto,  that  we  should  afford 
his  Lordship  good  satisfaction,  whenever  the  complaint  was  laid 
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before  us.  His  Lordship  hatli  since  received  the  Seals  of  the  Foreign 
affairs:  so  that,  liereafter,  all  these  matters  Avill  pass  through  his 
hands.  Wf  have  congratulated  his  Lordship,  and  expressed  our 
satisfaction  tliat  his  Majesty  liad  been  pleased  to  employ  him  therein, 
as  we  were  well  aware  that  his  Lordship  was  always  disposed  to 
maintain  good  corresi)ondence  between  this  kingdom  and  the  United 
Countries.  Indeed,  his  Lordship  is,  also,  well  disposed  toward  the 
Reformed  religion,  and  nf)t  favorable  to  Spain  ;  and  labors  stren- 
uously to  establish  the  English  nation  in  trade  and  commerce.  As 
all  matters  must  henceforth  pass  through  tlie  hands  of  this  gentle- 
man, and  the  expeditions  be  advanced  by  him,  your  High  Mighti- 
nesses will  i)lease  to  consider  in  your  great  wisdom,  whether  it  would 
not  be  for  your  High  Mightinesses'  service  to  present  him  some 
token  of  courtesey  on  his  entrance  into  oHice.  Whatever  your  High 
Mightinesses  resolve  to  apropriate  thereto,  may  be  paid  here  from 
the  balance  of  the  payment  of  100,000  guilders  which  have  begun  to 
be  disbursed,  on  account  of  the  650,000  for  which  Mr.  Carleton 
signed;  then,  should  there  be  a  deficit  of  3,  4  to  5,  1000  guilders, 
nothing,  in  our  opinion,  would  be  thought  about  it  here. 

His  Majesty  being  returned  here  on  the  first  of  April,  we  requested 
his  answer  to  our  proposals  made  at  New  Market,  and,  in  addition, 
complained  of  the  seizure  since  at  Plymouth  of  a  certain  ship  named 
the  Eendradd,  belonging  to  the  West  India  Company,  and  now 
coming  from  New  Netherland.  where  your  High  Mightinesses'  sub- 
jects have  long  peaceably  traded,  and.  moreover,  many  years  ago 
planted  a  colony  on  a  certain  island  named  Manathans,  situate  on 
the  river  also  of  tlie  same  name,  which  they  jmrchased  from  the 
native  inhabitants  and  paid  for.  That  your  High  Mightinesses'  said 
subjects  had  hitherto,  in  going  and  coming,  peaceably  made  use  of 
the  harbors  of  England,  without  opposition  from  any  quarter,  and 
that  a  shii)  coming  from  thence,  was  now  seized  for  having  traded 
within  his  Majesty's  territories. 

The  King  answered  us  distinctly  on  every  particular ;  saying  that 
the  affair  of  Captain  le  Clercq,  was,  in  itself,  a  trifle  ;  biit  that  he, 
moreover,  well  knew  that  the  matters  were,  in  principle,  of  great 
importance.  That  he,  therefore,  will  fully  inform  himself  about  the 
bringing  in  the  prizes  taken  from  our  enemies,  and  give  us  an  an- 
swei'  thereupon  afterwards  ;  that  he  sliould  also  take  further  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  damage  mflicted  on  us  by  our  enemies,  in  his 
roads  and  harbors.  That  he  had  appointed  Commissioners  to  con- 
fer with  us  on  tlie  subject  of  the  published  books.  And,  regarding  the 
detention  of  the  ship  the  Etndr add,  tlvAt  his  governor  at  Plymouth 
had  advised  him  of  it,  and  that  he  was  informed  tiiat  your  High 
Mightinesses  had,  heretofore,  on  liis  father's  complaint,  interdiyted 
your  inhabitants  from  trading  to  those  parts.  But  he  added,  more- 
over, that  he  could  not  positively  say  what  tlie  circumstances  of 
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case  were.  Then  that  he  should  take  further  information  tliereon  : 
and  as  we  urijed  the  provisional  release  of  the  ship,  his  Majesty  said, 
he  could  not  do  that  so  long  as  he  was  not  certain  of  his  right .  Which 
answer  of  his  Majesty,  thougli  expressed  in  polite  terms  and  with  a 
friendly  disposition,  did  not  please  us,  because  the  subject  of  the 
free  use  of  the  harbors  was  thereby  postponed  to  the  great  prejudice 
of  yom-  High  Mightinesses  and  your  inhabitants  ;  also,  because  his 
Majesty  had  appointed  (Jomrnissioners  to  speak  witli  us  about  tlie 
publishing  of  the  books  on  Ainboina,  which  we  could  not  but  suspect 
was  designedly  done  to  bring  up  the  Amboina  question  before  us  on 
that  occasion,  Mith  a  view  to  require  satisfaction  tlierefor,  and 
meanwhile  to  keep  everything  in  suspense.  We  Avere  afterwards 
confirmed  in  this  opinion,  because  the  Lord  Iligli  Treasurer  pre- 
tended ignorance  of  the  aforesaid  seizure,  which,  however,  was  made 
by  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  whereof  ins  Lord- 
ship is  the  tirst :  Moreover,  being  desirous  to  speak  about  it  on  another 
occasion  to  his  Lordship,  Jie  let  us  know  tliat  Secretary  Kooke  had 
orders  to  give  ua-an  answer:  coming  to  the  said  Kooke,  we  under- 
stood from  him  that  he  had  heard  nothing  in  the  world  about  this 
matter. 

We  cannot  make  up  our  minds  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
missioners, for  we  are  not  instructed,  nor  provided,  for  the  Am- 
boina affair,  as  we  have  stated  at  length  in  our  previous  letter  to 
my  Lord,  the  Triiice  of  Orange.  Meanwhile  we  ail  foresee  tliat  the 
fartlier  things  go  here  tiie  worse  tliey  will  become. 

A  certain  public  officer  here  informed  us,  tliat,  having  understood 
the  Council  would  meet  on  tlie  4^^^  inst.,and  intendhig  to  promote 
his  own  interest,  lie  went  to  speak  to  one  of  the  members  about  it  • 
from  whom  he  understood  that  his  case  would  not  be  taken  up,  but 
that  the  Council  would  examine  an  important  question,  namely ; 
whether  the  King  of  Great  Britain  liad  a  riglit  to  forbid  ail  foreign- 
ers to  catch  herring  in  his  seal.  We  are  not  advised  of  the  result 
of  the  consultation  ;  but  according  to  the  information  furnished  us 
by  the  above  mentioned  gentleman,  the  Lord  of  the  Council  stated 
to  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  his  Majesty  was  of  opinion  he  had  the 
power  and  was  at  liberty  to  do  so.  All  tliis  is  the  effect  of  Spanish 
intrigue,  which,  we  fear,  will  proceed  further.  We  cannot  perceive 
that  his  Majesty  is  indisposed  towards  us ;  sed  qui  pro  nobis  interce- 
dat  nemo  est,  because  we  have  neither  Saints  nor  Eestivalo.  where- 
in tlie  Spanish  nation  is  very  superstitious. 

We  are  still  awaiting  the  papers  on  Amboina,  as  well  as  tiiose  re- 
lating to  the  moneys  vo:ed  by  your  High  Mightinesses,  which  we 
heretofore  most  humbly  requested  might  be  sent  to  us. 

Your  High  Mightinesses  will  be  pleased  to  send  us,  at  the  same 
time,  everything  in  support  of  the  right  of  Your  High  Mightinesses' 
inhabitants  to  trade  in  New  Netherland,  inasmuch  as  that  will 
3— Vol.  Y. 
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without  doubt,  be  most  sharply  disputed  here.    The  sliip  tlie  Een- 
dracht  has  over  five  thousand  beaver  skins  on  board. 

Tlie  Resident  Carletou  and  M"'  Boshuil,wliois  to  reside  near  your 
Higli  Miglitinesses  in  the  phiceof  the  former,  liave  been  to  visit  us, 
and  notified  us  that  they  are  about  to  take  their  departure,  present- 
ing tlieir  service.  Finally,  they  requested  that  we  should  recommend 
your  High  Mightinesses  to  furnish  the  aforesaid  Boshuil  with  a  free 
house,  and  that  your  High  Mightinesses  would  be  ])leased  to  inter- 
pose a  word  in  favor  of  the  aforenamed  Carleton's  family,  that  they 
may  remain  a  month  or  more  after  May  in  the  old  house.  .  The 
above  named  Boshuil  hath  the  reputation  here  of  being  a  very 
honest  man,  and,  especially,  that  he  is  well  inclined  to  maintain 
good  correspondence  between  his  Majesty  and  Your  High  Mighti- 
nesses. We  submit  to  Your  High  Mightinesses'  wisdom  and  dis- 
cretion, whether  or  not  you  will  furnish  him  with  a  free  house. 
AVe  shall  merely  observe  thus  much,  that,  if  not  done,  it  will  again 
lay  open  the  wound  of  the  refused  seat  in  the  Council,  and  be  inter- 
preted as  having  been  done  through  disrespect  for  his  Majesty, 
whose  agents  have,  heretofore,  been  supplied  by  Your  High  Mighti- 
nesses with  a  free  house. 

Sir  Bronckhoi'st  has  also  waited  on  us,  saying  that  he  understood 
your  High  Mightnesses  M'ere  making  new  levies.  And  as  he  had  a 
commission  to  raise  a  regiment,  he  requested  us,  whenever  your 
High  Mightinesses  were  enlisting  new  forces,  to  acquaint  your 
High  Mightinesses  of  his  offer  to  raise  a  regiment  and  take  it  over 
at  his  own  expense. 

We  were  afterwards  informed  that  application  would  l^e  made 
for  permission  to  convey  to  Dunkirk  a  lai'ge  (luantity  of  Saltpeter, 
which  has  arrived  from  India.  And  herewith,  commending  our- 
selves, most  resi)ectfully,  to  your  High  Mightinesses'  good  graces, 
we  shall  continually  pray  Almighty  God,  High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
that  he  may  bless  Your  High  ^Mightinesses'  wise  government  more 
and  more. 

Your  High  Mightinesses' 

Most  humble  and 

Most  faithful  servants, 
(Signed)  ALB.  JOACHIMI. 

GOVERT  BRASSER. 

Received  1  May,  1632. 
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WEST  INDIA   COMPANY   TO   THE   STATES  GENERAL. 


To  the  High  and  Miijhty  Lords  States  General  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords  : — We  have  heretofore  complained  to 
your  High  Mightinesses  that  our  ship  the  Eendraclit.  coming  from 
New  Netlierland.  laden  witli  peltries,  «&c.,  was  detained  at  Ply- 
mouth  by  liis  Majesty's  connnand,  under  pretence  that  our  people 
had  traded  in  countries  claimed  to  belong  to  his  aforesaid  Majesty. 
Wliereu])on  your  High  Miglitinesses  were  pleased  to  instruct  your 
Ambassador  and  Commissioner  to  prosecute,  vigorously,  the  dis- 
charge of  the  said  sliij)  and  goods. 

Now,  we  have  received  a  letter  signed  by  Your  Higli  Mightinesses" 
Ambassador  and  Commissioner,  dated  London  the  lU'"  April,  stil: 
nov.,  by  which  we  are  advised  as  follows: 

On  the  third  instant.  Picter  Minuit  of  Wesel,  Director  on  behalf 
of  your  Company  in  New  Netherland  and  Jan  Lampo  of  Cantel- 
bergh.  Sheriff  on  the  Island  of  Manhattes,  came  to  us  here  and 
informed  us  that,  on  arriving  with  your  ship,  named  the  Eend.racht, 
in  the  port  of  Plymouth,  were  there  arrested  for  having  traded  in 
countries  under  the  Kingof  Great  Britain's  jurisdiction.  We  there- 
upon complained  to  his  Majesty;  related  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  recjuested  iliat  the  aforesaid  ship  may  be  provisionally 
released.  His  Majesty  said,  tliat  he  had  been  advised  thereof  by 
his  governor  of  Plymouth,  and  had  been  informed  that,  on  a  former 
complaint,  by  his  father,  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  of  their  in- 
habitants having  traded  to  those  Countries,  their  High  Mighti- 
ness had  forbidden  them  to  do  so ;  but  he  did  not  know  precisely 
what  the  circumstances  were,  and  would  inform  himself  further  of 
it ;  And,  notwithstanding  our  repeated  demand  for  the  provisional 
release  of  the  ship,  his  Majesty  was  pleased,  on  the  contrary,  to 
persist,  being  first  desirous  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  nature  of 
his  right.  We  addressed  ourselves,  with  a  similar  view  to  some 
Lords  of  the  Council,  and  received  substantially  the  same  answer. 
Wherefore,  we  have  deemed  it  to  be  our  duty  to  inform  your  High 
Mightinesses  that,  subsequent  to  the  first  discovery,  by  your  subjects 
in  the  year  1609,  of  the  North  River,  (commonly  called  the  Man- 
hattos,  also  Rio  de  Montaigne  and  North  river,)  and  after  some 
of  your  inhabitants  had  resorted  thither,  in  the  year  1610  and  fol- 
lowing years,  your  High  Mightinesses  had  finally,  in  the  year 
1615,  granted  some  of  your  inhabitants  a  charter  to  trade  to  those 
countries,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  perso)is,  and  that  they 
established  a  fort  and  garrison  there,  which  were  maintained  until 
the  charter  granted  to  the  West  India  Company  included  these  and 
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other  countries.  That  in  the  year  10()6.  liis  Majesty  of  Great 
Britain  granted  to  his  subjects  Viy  special  charter.  South  and  Xortli 
of  the  aforesaid  river,  under  the  names  of  New  Enghind  and 
Virjiinia.  on  the  exi»ress  condition,  that  the  resi)ective  incorporated 
parties  should  remain  one  hundred  miles  apart  from  each  other, 
and  leave  so  much  between  them  Itoth. 

AVhereupon,  the  English  began,  about  tlie  year  1007.  to  settle  by 
the  river  Sagadahoc,  which  settlement  was  afterwards  abandoned, 
and  n(»  new  ])lantation  undertaken  by  the  English  north  of  Xew 
Xetherland.  liefore  the  year  1()20,  when  one.  which  they  called  2sew 
Plymouth,  was  connnenced  behind  Cape  Cod. 

The  English  themselves,  according  to  their  charter,  i)lace  New 
England  on  the  coast  between  the  forty-lirst  and  ft)rty-tifth  degrees 
of  latitude. 

But  the  English  began  in  the  year  160(j,  to  resort  to  Virginia, 
which  is  south  of  our  territory  of  Xew  Netherland,  and  tix  the 
l)oundaries,  according  to  their  charter,  from  the  thirty-seventh  to 
the  thirty-ninth  degree. 

So  that  our  boundaries,  according  to  their  own  shewing,  should 
be  from  the  thii-ty-ninth  degree  inclusive,  to  tlie  forty-first  degree, 
within  which  bounds  we  are  not  aware  tliat  they  ever  undertook 
any  i)lantation. 

"What  boundaries  your  High  Mightinesses  have  granted  to  yoiu- 
subjects,  can  be  seen  by  the  charter  issued  in  the  year  lGl-3.  which 
your  High  Mightinesses  will  i)lease  cause  tt)  be  looked  into. 

"We  have  not  the  slightest  knowledge  of  his  Majesty's  further 
allegation  resyiecting  the  demand  made  by  his  fatiier,  and  the  result 
thereof. 

In  order  to  execute  this  bushiess  ettectually,  your  High  ]Mighti- 
nesses  will  Ije  jjleased  to  have  this  examined,  and  cause  your  High 
Mightinesses"  Amljassador  to  be  duly  informed  thereof,  and  to  order 
the  release  of  our  sliii)  and  goods  to  be  prosecuted  and  obtained. 

It  is  further  to  be  remarked  :  that  inasmuch  as  the  inhabitants 
of  those  countries  are  freemen,  and  neither  his  Britannic  ]Maj- 
esty's,  nor  your  High  Mightinesses'  subjects,  they  are  free  to  trade 
with  whomsoever  they  i)lease. 

That  his  Majesty  may  likewise,  in  all  justice,  grant  his  subjects 
by  charter  the  right  to  trade  with  any  people,  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  others,  his  subjects,  as  your  High  Mightinesses  have  a  right  to 
do  by  yours. 

But.  that  it  is  directly  contrary  to  all  rigiit  and  reason,  for  one 
potentate  to  prevent  the  subjects  of  another  to  trade  in  countries 
whereof  his  people  have  not  taken,  nor  oljtained  actual  possession 
from  the  right  o\Miers,  either  by  contract  or  purchase. 

Much  more,  to  lay  claim  to  countries  of  which  your  High 
Mightinesses"  subjects  have  acquired  the  property,  partly  by  con- 
federation with  the  owners  of  the  lands,  and  i)artly  by  ])urchase. 
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And  many  other  reasons  which  yonr  High  Mifihtinesses'  wisdom 
will  better  suggest,  for  the  maintenance  of  your  sovereignty  and 
the  freedom  of  trade  by  sea,  and  alliances  with  distant  nations, 
who  are  not,  naturally,  the  subjects,  nor  have  become  the  property, 
of  any  other  person,  by  conquest. 

Exliibited  5  May,  163:2. 


PATR00X8  OF  XEAV  XETHERLAXD  TO  THE   STATES 
GEXERAL.    JUXE,  1(334. 


High  and  Mighty  Lords  : — Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  reso- 
lution dated  27th  March.  1634,  adopted  at  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX., 
and  the  ]3etition  ])resented  to  your  High  Mightinesses  and  postiled 
{geapostilleert),  the  Patroons  of  Xew  Xetherland  are,  by  their  High 
Mightinesses'  letters  dated  13tli  May  following,  cited  to  ai)pear  at 
the  Hague ;  the  Patroons  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  submit  to 
your  High  Mightinesses : 

That  your  Higli  Mightinesses,  by  Charter  dated  3d  June,  1621, 
granted  to  all  inhabitants,  stockholders  in  the  within  named  Com- 
pany exclusively,  the  navigation,  ])eopling  and  trade  to  the  West  In- 
dies, within  the  limits  therein  described,  investing  XIX.  persons 
Avith  the  entire  managment  thereof ;  expressly  stii)ulali]ig.  that  your 
High  Mightinesses,  on  being  required  to  prosecute  the  infraction  and 
contravention  of  such  public  resolutions,  shall  cause  the  same  to  be 
repaired  and  maintained. 

But  the  principal  stockholders  having  solicited  your  High  Might- 
inesses for  further  satisfaction,  your  High  Mightinesses,  l>y  ampliti- 
cation,  agreed  and  approved  that  the  first  two  vacancies  in  the  Board 
of  Directors  at  Amsterdam  and  Zealand ;  item ,  the  first  in  the  Maese 
Chamber,  should  successively  be  supi)lied  by  tlie  inincipal  stockhold- 
ers of  the  respective  Chambers,  leaving  them  to  ])rotect  whatever 
regarded  them  and  their  right,  both  in  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX. 
and  in  the  aforesaid  Chambers. 

The  Company,  reduced  to  this  firm  order  and  government,  took 
specially  to  heart  your  High  Mightinesses'  motives  contained  in  the 
last  part  of  the  second  ca])ital  article  of  the  Charter,  containing  two 
subjects ;  namely,  contracting  and  forming  alliances  with  princes 
and  natives  of  the  countries  within  their  limits,  or  promoting  tlie 
poindation  of  productive  and  uninhabited  regions. 

Ex])erience  lias  shown  that  the  prudent  management  of  the  Com- 
pany did  not  attend  the  attempts  to  carry  this  out  in  divers  qiiarters. 
botli  on  the  Wild  coast  and  in  Xew  Xetherland :  the  conduct  of  the 
people  was  not  regulated;  the  expenses  were  excessively  high,  and 
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the  want  of  success  beyond  exi^ectation .  The  accounts  having  been 
frequently  reviewed  at  tlie  Assembly  of  the  XIX. ;  the  supplies 
requisite  for  the  planting  having  been  comi)ared  with  the  returns 
received  from  the  Colonies,  it  was  finally  decreed  and  enacted,  at  the 
Assembly  of  the  XIX.,  on  tlie  10'"  March.  1628,  in  the  presence  of 
your  High  Mightinesses'  deputies,  the  Directors  delegated  by  the 
respective  Chambers,  the  Directors  and  assessors  from  the  principal 
stockliolders,  for  tlie  Ijelioof  of  all  the  stockholders  in  the  said  Com- 
pany ,  ])y  virtue  of  the  Charter,  to  draw  u))  Freedoms  and  Exemptions, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  General  West  India  Company,  and  advantage 
of  the  Patroons.  masters  and  private  persons. 

26  February,  1629.  Commissioners  reported  to  the  Assembly  of 
the  XIX.,  and  it  was  resolved  to  make  an  Order,  resuming  the  draft 
of  the  planters,  at  the  next  ensuing  meeting ;  to  consider  the  pro- 
posals of  certain  respectable  principal  stockliolders,  to  draw  out  the 
differential  points  and  refer  them  to  the  Ciiambers. 

18  April,  1629.  Points  of  Reference  were  circulated  ;  in  article  2 
of  which,  the  respective  Chambers  were  requested  to  ai)i)ear  fully 
instructed  to  conclude  whether  the  articles  of  Freedoms  and  Exemp- 
tions submitted  at  various  preceding  Assemblies,  with  the  annexed 
new  articles,  demanded  by  divers  principal  stockolders.  might  be 
anijilified  and  amended  according  to  circumstances. 

29  ^lay,  1629.  Commissioners  are  named,  on  resuming  the  Order 
in  regard  to  Planters,  to  submit  the  draft  to  the  Assembly  of  the 
XIX. 

7  June,  1629.  The  Freedoms  are  enacted  in  terms  as  hereunto 
annexed. 

Whereujjon  some  Directors  of  the  before  named  Comi)any,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  great  interest  they  possessed  with  their  next  friends  in 
the  said  Company,  (who  imported  [to  the  value  of]  more  than  two 
tons  of  gold ; )  animated  with  new  zeal  to  carry  out  their  High  Might- 
inesses' intention,  and  hoping  in  consequence  for  God's  blessing, 
preceded  all  the  other  stockholders  by  way  of  a  good  example,  saving 
the  aforesaid  Company  from  expenses,  troubles  and  heavy  charges, 
and  further  involved  themselves  by  undertaking  divers  Patroonships, 
the  expenses  whereof,  incurred  and  laid  out  to  this  day,  amount  to 
not  far  from  one  ton  of  gold,  cash  down,  and  are  yearly  taxed,  in 
addition,  with  at  least  4o  thousand  guilders  for  the  support  of  three 
of  their  Patroonshii)s. 

The  Patroons  i)roceeding  on  daily,  notwithstanding,  bought  and 
])aid  for  not  only  the  grounds  belonging  to  tlie  cliiefs  and  natives  of 
the  lands  in  New  Netherland.  but  also  their  rights  of  sovereignty 
(jura  ]\[n}c.<itatis]  and  such  others  as  they  exercised  within  the  limits 
of  the  Patroons'  purchased  territories. 

So  that  on  the  28"'  November,  163U,  were  read  at  the  Assembly  of 
the  Directors,  the  deeds  of  conveyance  of  the  lands  and  jurisdictions 
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purchased  from  the  Saccimaes,  the  Lords  of  the  Country,  executed 
for  the  behoof  of  the  Patroons,  their  successors;  and  the  new  pro- 
prietors were  accordingly  thereupon  congratulated. 

On  the  2'  December,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  the  patents  sent  to  the 
Patroons  from  New  Netherland  were  in  like  manner  also  again 
read,  recorded  in  the  Company'  Register,  ordered  by  the  Assembly 
to  be  ensealed  with  the  seal  of  New  Netherland;  the  Patroons 
were  again  congratulated  and  handed  their  patents. 

16"'  ditto.  The  Patroons.  on  resolution  of  the  Assembly,  deliv- 
ered to  the  Company's  counsel,  a  perfect  list  of  their  undertaken 
patroonships. 

8">  January,  163L  Tlie  Patroons'  Colonies  were  ex  supra 
abundanti  confirmed,  on  submitting  the  question  to  the  Assembly 
of  the  XIX.,  holden  in  Zealand. 

Confiding  fully  in  the  before  related  acts  and  solemnities,  the 
Patroons  would  never  have  incurred  any  expense,  had  they  ever 
imagined  that  the  Freedoms  and  Exemptions,  which  were  a  mutual 
contract  of  profit  and  loss,  agreed  to  by  their  High  Mightinesses' 
Deputies,  the  Directors  of  the  respective  Chamber.j,  the  Directors 
and  Assessors  of  the  principal  Stockholders,  and  accepted  and 
entered  on  by  the  respective  Patroons  in  all  sincerity,  would  have 
been  at  any  time  questioned  and  pulled  to  pieces;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  supposed  and  felt  assured,  that  their  High  Mightinesses 
would,  in  course  of  time,  maintain  the  Patroons,  and,  if  necessary, 
when  requested,  ])r()vide  them  with  greater  privileges,  as  a  reward 
for  their  exceeding  zeal,  in  enlarging  the  boundaries  of  these 
countries  and  in  consideration  of  the  heavy  outlays  and  perilous 
dangers  which  tlieir  people  and  property  must  experience,  and  have 
already  sustained,  both  on  land  and  water. 

But,  alas!  your  High  Mightinesses  will  remark  what  damage  the 
change  of  persons  and  the  unsteadiness  of  humors  have  brought 
on  this  praiseworthy  Company  and  the  good  Patroons. 

The  manifold  occupations  relating  to  the  planting  of  Colonies, 
the  articles  of  Exemptions  and  Freedoms,  drawn  uj)  A"  1628; 
revised,  enlarged  and  accepted  by  the  Patroons  in  1629;  who.  A" 
1630,  were  congratulated  thereupon;  A"  1631.  ex  superabundanti 
confirmed,  are  secretly  undermined  on  the  30"'  October,  1631,  when 
new  articles  were  proposed,  thereby  the  previous  Freedoms  and 
Exemptions  were  no  longer  obtainable ;  the  Patroons  particularly 
commanded  to  perform  things  which  experience  taught  them  were 
impracticable:  Yea,  all  the  exemptions  were  draw  into  dispute. 

28  May,  1632.  Some  of  the  principal  stockholders  suggested  to 
them  to  bring  in  gravamina  against  the  amended  freedoms. 

1  June.  1632.  is  drawn  up  and  enacted  a  certain  placard,  purport- 
ing, as  it  appears,  to  be  in  favor  of  the  Patroons,  against  private 
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iuilividuals  canyiiig'  on  tlie  proliiliitcd  trade  in  peltries  in  N'ew 
!Xetlierland :  aecordinp'  to  the  ('oi»y  hereunto  annexed. 

]Jnt,  converted,  throniiii  evil  coiuicil.  l»y  resolution  of  the  IS"^*" 
November,  lG3:i,  to  tlie  injury  and  prejudice  of  the  Patroons. 
Avhereby  the  Exemi)tioiis  and  Freedoms,  so  solemnly  enacted  on 
the  7"'  June.  1629,  on  Avliich  the  ]iatroonships  were  registered,  are. 
it  is  particularly  to  be  remarked,  disavowed. 

.Vnd.  in  order  to  dejaive  the  Patroons  altogether  of  the  trade, 
the  Director  in  New  Netherland  was  ordered  to  appoint  commis- 
saries and  assistants  in  all  the  ])atroonshi])S.  to  atfix  tlie  placard  and 
in  no  wise  to  suffer  any  of  the  Pati-oons  to  interfere  in  the  fur  trade. 

The  Director  had  no  sooner  arrived  in  New  Netherland.  than  he 
jiroceeded  against  the  Patroons  ])ursuant  to  the  orders  given  him. 

AVhereupon  tlie  Patroons  were  under  the  necessity  of  submitting 
their  grievances  to  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX..  and  it  was  mutually 
agreed  to  refer  all  differences  arising  therefrom,  to  their  High 
Mightinesses'  decision. 

The  Patroons  have  accordingly  handed  in.  at  the  request  of  the 
committee  of  the  Directors,  the  followhig  points  of  their  preten- 
sions and  well  founded  claim. 

Pretension  and  Claim  of  the  Patroonf;  of  Kcw  Netherland,  delivered 
to  their  Hirjli  Miffhtinesscs'  Deputies  on  the  rn"'  June,  IIJJ4.  against 
titc  Direetors  tlie  lucorporated  West  India  ('ornpanij. 

1- — That  the  Freedoms  and  Exemi)tions  i)romised  and  granted  to 
the  Patroons  and  their  iteo].le  within  the  limits  of  New  Netherland 
and  the  dei)endencies  thereof,  must  l»e  truly  maintained  and  ob- 
served by  the  Incorporated  West  India  Company,  according  to 
their  tenor  and  contents ;  and  are  to  be  holden  as  a  mutual  con- 
tract, binding  on  both  sides,  whereby  the  Patroons  Avere  invited  to 
send  tlieir  peoi)le  and  goods  thither;  in  consequence  whereof,  they 
claim  to  enjoy  inviolate,  the  privileges  contained  therein. 

-•—That  the  Comi)any  having  up  to  the  19'"  December,  1633,  re- 
peatedly called  in  question  the  conceded  Freedoms,  are  bound  to 
make  good  the  manifest  damages  caused  thereby  to  the  Patroons. 

3. — That  in  tlie  Exem{)tions  and  Freedoms,  mention  only  was 
made  of  the  projjerty  of  those  lands  of  which  tlie  Company  could, 
by  virtue  of  its  charter.  disjMise  ;  and  sucli  extension  is  considered 
as  referring  alone  to  the  fertile  and  uninliabited  lands,  or  lands  on 
wliich  settlements  were  found  of  jiarticidar  Indians,  having  no 
chief.  wl)om  the  Patroons  were  l}Ound  to  satisfy  for  tl-e  soil :  In 
addition  to  tliese.  within  the  limits  and  extensions  of  the  purchased 
])atroonsliips.  exist  Lordshijjs  having  their  own  rights  and  jurisdic- 
tions, which  the  chiefs  of  said  nations  have  ceded  to  the  Patroons, 
exclusive  of  tlie  proprietorsiiip  of  the  soil,  as  can  be  seen  by  their 
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deeds  of  concession  and  conveyance.  Tlie  Patroons  maintain  that 
such  pierogjatives  and  advantages  in  that  country,  belong  abso- 
lutely to  them;  and  that  tlie  Company  hatli  no  more  i)0\ver  over 
the  Patroons,  as  purchasers  of  such  lands,  than  it  had  over  the 
lords  Sachems,  the  sellers,  inasmuch  as  their  Hifjh  Mightinesses' 
intention  by  the  cliarter  notoriously  was,  not  to  abridge  any  person 
in  what  is  his,  and  consequently  cannot  be  burdened  with  tlie 
A'enia  testandi,  justice  and  i)olice  which  are  repugnant  to  the  right 
alieady  acquired  by  the  Patroons. 

4.- — That  und^r  the  term  goods,  mentioned  in  Articles  X..  XIII., 
XXYL.must  necessarily  be  understood  such  merchandise,  without 
which  tlie  permitted  trade  along  the  coast  of  Florida  and  Xew- 
foimdland,  cannot  be  carried  on,  nor  the  soil  of  the  Patroonships 
paid  f<n".  Item,  shoes  and  stocking  and  other  necessaries  of  the 
peoiile,  not  in  use  among  the  natives  of  the  country,  ought  to  be 
among  the  indis])ensable  articles  for  agriculture,  of  use  only  to  the 
tenants  of  the  Patroons ;  every  descrii)tion  of  which  the  Company 
has  promised  to  convey  over  for  nothing. 

•5. — That  the  Company  not  having  shi])S.  or  room  in  their  ships, 
for  the  use  of  the  Patroons,  cannot,  conformably  to  the  XI"'  Article, 
refuse  or  any  longer  withhold  their  written  consent  from  the  Pa- 
troons. officially  demanding  the  same,  w^hereby  the  latter  would  lose 
the  season  and  voyage,  from  which  the  ruin  of  the  Colonies,  or  at 
least  great  loss,  would  follow. 

6. — That  all  places  in  Xew  Xetherland,  the  island  of  Manhattan 
excepted,  are,  by  the  XII"'  Article,  free  for  the  plantation  of  Colo- 
nies. 

7. — That  the  Patroons  may  sail  from  the  coast  of  Florida  to  New- 
foundland, paying  5  per  centum  recognition;  therefore  the  Patroons 
cannot  be  prevented  sending  ships  or  yachts,  with  all  sorts  of  goods 
to  Xew  Netherland.  without  which  the  aforesaid  coasts  cannot  be 
frequented,  nor  prizes  taken  from  the  enemy.  Art.  XIII.,  XIY., 
XVI.,  XXIII. 

8. — Whereas  the  Company,  Art.  XY.,  tirst  absolutely,  and  after- 
wards by  restriction,  reserved  the  fur  trade  every  where  on  the  coast 
of  X'ew  Xetherland  and  the  ])laces  circumjacent  thereto,  the  Pa- 
troons say,  that  the  inland  trade,  together  with  the  territories  of  the 
])atroonships,  is  not  included  therein  ;  and.  therefore,  that  the  Pa- 
troons are  not  obligated  to  pay,  within  their  limits,  one  guilder  on 
each  merchantable  skin.  Item,  that  the  Patroons,  on  payment  of 
one  guilder  for  each  merchantable  beaver  or  otter  skin,  may  i^rocure 
in  trade  for  goods  obtained  there,  all  sorts  of  furs,  outside  their 
Colonies,  and  every  where  about  the  coasts  of  Xew  Xetherland,  and 
the  places  circumjacent  thereto,  where  the  Company  had  no  com- 
missaries at  the  time  of  granting  the  Freedoms.  Item :  AVamiium 
being,  in  a  manner,  the  currency  of  the  country,  with  which  the 
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})voduce  of  tlie  interior  is  ])aid  for.  must  be  considered  as  obtained 
goods,  being  tlie  rein'esentative  thereof. 

9.— Tliat  the  Company,  i)ursijant  to  tlie  tenor  of  Art.  X.  and 
XVI.,  is  obliged  here,  and  by  its  servants  in  New  Netherland.  to 
give  seasonable  notice  to  the  Patroons  and  their  commissaries,  when 
requested,  of  the  places  which  remain  vacant  in  its  ships,  in  order 
that  they  may  regulate  themselves  in  regard  to  their  people,  goods, 
cattle  and  imitlements:  and  having  accommodation  in  their  ships, 
it  is  not  at  liberty  to  refuse  the  Patroons  the  freighting  thereof,  nor 
charge  more  than  the  allowed  freight. 

10.— That  the  a]>peals  to  the  Director  and  Council,  reserved  in 
civil  actions  of  fifty  guilders  and  u]»wards,  do  not  prejudice  in  the 
least  the  higher  jurisdictions  and  other  privileges  of  tlie  Patroons. 

11.— Whereas  the  Comjiany,  Art.  XXV..  hath  promised  to  take 
all  Colonists  of  New  Netherland  into  its  safe  keeping,  to  assist  in 
defending  them,  as  well  as  ])OssiV)le,  against  all  internal  and  foreign 
wars  and  violence,  with  the  power  it  may  have  there  ;  the  Company, 
or  its  servants,  failing  so  to  do.  are  bound  to  make  good  the  damage 
which  the  Patroons'  peojjle,  cattle  and  goods  there,  have  thereby 
suffered  and  still  sutler. 

12.— That  the  Freedoms  and  Exemptions,  are  permanent  for  all 
partners,  without  the  Company  having  the  power  to  infringe  or 
restrict  tlieui,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Patroons. 

13.— That  the  exiienses  of  traveling,  c(msultations.  fees  &c.,  hi- 
curred  or  to  he  incurred  by  the  Patroons.  for  the  maintenance  and 
justification  of  the  Freedoms  and  Exemptions,  for  the  service  of  the 
Comitany  and  advantage  of  all  partners,  ought  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
Incorjiorated  West  India  Company. 

14.— That  the  Company  cannot  aftix,  in  the  Patroons'  Colonies, 
without  their  knowledge,  and  against  their  will,  ])lacards  excluding 
every  one  from  the  entire  fur  trade,  nor  introduce  Commissaries 
there  to  trade ;  nor  constrain  the  Patroons'  inhabitants,  by  an  oath 
drawn  up  for  that  purpose,  not  to  trade  in  peltries,  wampum  or 
maize. 

1-5.- That  the  Patroons'  Ofiicers  and  Magistrates  in  New  Nether- 
Land  may  opjiose  themselves  thereto ;  and  should  the  Company,  at 
any  time,  enter  by  force  of  arms,  and  affix  such  placards,  the  Pa- 
troons' courts  are  at  liberty  to  tear  down  the  affixed  placards,  as 
being  contrary  to  their  freedoms.  And  on  the  Patroons'  Superior 
Officers  being  arrested  therefor,  which  we  protest  against,  should  it 
ever  be  adjudged  that  their  Patroons  have  lost  the  granted  Free- 
doms, such  proceedings  shall  be  declared  null  and  void  :  the  Com- 
pany charged  in  future  to  abstain  from  such  practices,  and  to  make 
good  the  damage  caused  thereby. 

16.— Finally,  in  case  the  Company  seek,  by  direct  or  indirect 
means,  to  induce  the  Patroons  to  abandon  their  Colonies,  it  shall  be 
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declared  bound  to  make  jjood  all  incurred  costs  and  daniaijes  which 
the  Patroous,  for  causes  aforementioned,  sliould  hai)i)en  to  expe- 
rience or  have  experienced. 

(Signed)  M.  PAAUW, 

S.  BLOMMAERT. 

KILIAEX  VAN  RENSSELAER. 

IIENDRICK  IIAMEL. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  WEST  INDLA  COMPANY  TO  THE 
PATROONS. 


Ansv)er  of  the  West  India  Company  to,  and  against  the  Pretension 
and  Claim  of  Michael  Paauw,  Kiliaen  Van  Rensclaar  and  Samuel 
Blomntaert,  Patroons  in  JSew  Netherlands  handed  in  and  deliv- 
ered to  their  High  Mightinesses''  Deputies. 

The  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  say,  that  heretofore 
each  Patroon  of  the  Colonies  in  New  Netherland,  hath  given  in  his 
separate  remonstrance  to  the  Assemlily  of  the  Nineteen,  with  re- 
quest that  the  aforesaid  Assembly  disi)ose  thereof ;  it  can  therefrom 
be  seen  that  the  pretensions  of  the  aforesaid  Patroons  ;.iffer,  and 
are  even  erected  on  dilferent  foundations,  so  that  they  cannot  be 
well,  nor  speedily  nor  regularly  arranged,  much  less  treated  of,  in 
one  suit  in  the  name  of  all  the  Patroons.  The  Directoi's  afore- 
name  i,  therefore,  maintain  that  each  of  the  said  Patroons  shall  be 
bound  to  institute  his  suit  separately,  with  vouchers,  and  therein 
set  forth  what  he  hath,  both  in  general  and  in  particular,  against 
the  Company,  and  afterwards  draw  pertinent  conclusion. 

And  in  order  that  a  termination  be  put  at  once  to  said  differences, 
that  the  above  mentioned  Patroons  be  obliged  to  mention,  in  their 
respective  demands  all,  as  well  general  as  particular,  questions  of 
which  they  have  any  knowledge,  and  on  wliich  they  may  intend  to 
institute  any  action  against  the  aforesaid  Company,  on  pain,  in 
default  thereof,  of  their  being  and  remaining  nonsuited,  as  they 
might  be,  if  the  Directors  had  obtained  a  mandamus  on  the  motions 
{vantisen)  of  the  aforesaid  Patroons,  to  have  suit  instituted,  pursu- 
ant to  the  text  L  diffamari  C.  de  ingen.  et  manum. 

Nevertheless,  if  the  aforesaid  Patroons  declare  that  they  have  no 
particular  claim  against  the  aforesaid  Company,  and  will  not  insti- 
tute any  action  on  account  thereof,  and  desire  and  expect  only  a 
decision  on  the  general  i)oints  which  concern  the  aforesaid  Patroons 
conjointly;  the  Directors  will  not  make  any  opposition  to  the  ex- 
amining and  deciding  the  claim  regarding  the  said  geneial  points 


44  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

by  tliein  conjointly  instituted,  savinp:  the  aforesaid  Company's  excep- 
tion and  defence  to  tlie  contrary. 

(Sio-ned),        ALBERT  KOUNRAUT  BURGH. 
JACQUES  VAX  HORN. 
Exhibited,  22.  June,  1634. 


REPLY  OF  THE  PATROOXS  TO  THE  AVEST  IXDIA 
COM  PAX  Y. 


High  axd  Mighty  Lokds: — Tlie  Patroons  of  tlie  Colonies  in 
Xew  Xetherland  having  seen  the  writing  delivered  on  behalf  of  the 
Directoi-s  of  the  West  India  Company,  in  oii])osition  to  the  demand 
and  claim  of  the  said  Patroons.  connnunicated  in  -writing-  to  your 
High  Mightinesses,  they  say  in  rei)ly  to  it:  As  the  foundation  of 
the  suit  which  they  may  institute,  in  proper  time,  against  the  al)ove 
named  Directors,  for  indemnitication  of  such  damages  and  losses 
as  they  respectively  sliall  hai^pen  to  have  suffered,  because  the 
aforesaid  Directors  have  not  allowed,  nor  suffered,  tliem  to  realize 
the  full  elfect  of  the  granted  Exemiitions  and  Freedoms,  mainly 
depends  upon  the  force  and  tenor  of  said  Exemptions  and  Free- 
doms ;  and  yoiu-  Higli  Mightinesses  would  be  uselessly  detained  by 
the  deduction  of  tlie  damages  and  losses  suffered  by  the  Patroons 
in  the  i»lanting  and  continuance  of  their  resi)ective  Colonies,  and 
the  consequences  thei'eof,  in  case  the  above  named  Directors  are 
not  bound  to  make  good  the  aforesaid  losses  and  damages,  for 
liaving  failed  to  carry  out  tlie  aforesaid  granted  and  accepted 
Exemjitions  and  Freedoms :  tlierefore,  in  order  that  they  may  not 
rashly  enter  into  a  dispute  with  the  above  named  Directors,  about 
the  aforesaid  indemnity,  they  have  deemed  it  necessary  and  essen- 
tial to  the  despatch  of  business,  first  and  foremost,  to  request  your 
High  Mightinesses  (to  whom,  by  resolution  of  the  27"'  Mai'ch  last, 
adopted  in  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX.,  tlie  differences  of  i)arties  on 
both  sides  are  refei-red)  to  determine  the  force  and  tenor  of  the 
aforesaid  Exemptions:  as  the  Pretension  and  Claim  of  the 
Patroons  is  directed  to  that  and  to  no  other  end :  in  order  that 
such  judgment  being  delivered,  the  act  being  one  of  wrong  and 
affecting  all  the  Patroons  in  common,  then  the  Patroons  will  have 
to  state  their  resi)ective  losses  and  damages,  and  adopt  pertinent 
conclusion  thereon  :  the  rather  as,  after  tlie  rendition  of  the  afore- 
said judgment,  they  shall  have  conjointly  to  determine  upon  the 
continuation  or  abandomnent  of  their  Colonies,  and  as  tiiere  is  no 
reason  for  postponing  the  said  judgment  until  the  decision  on  the 
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Patroons'  respective  losses,  -which  by  reason  of  instruction  and  tlie 
distance  of  place,  will  experience  some  delay;  meanwhile  the 
Patroons,  in  their  view  of  the  aforesaid  Exemptions  and  Freedoms, 
remain  injured  and  would  be  further  damaged  in  tlieir  means. 
The  aforesaid  Patroons  are  content,  on  the  reiulition  of  the  above 
mentioned  judgment,  respectively  to  deliver  in  their  declaration  of 
damages  and  losses,  and  to  proceed  farther  in  the  matter,  by  a  cer- 
tain reasonable  time,  to  be  afterwards  tixed  by  your  Higii  Mighti- 
nesses, according  to  the  circumstances  of  affairs  and  the  distance  of 
places.  And  for  tliese  reasons,  rejecting  the  dilatory  notice  of  the 
aforesaid  Directors,  the  abovenamed  Patroons  respectfully  request 
your  Higli  Mightinesses  to  be  pleased  to  order  the  aforesaid  Direct- 
ors to  answer,  peremptorily,  their  aforesaid  declaration ;  and  in 
default  thereof  that  your  High  Mightinesses  would  be  pleased 
to  render  your  judgment  on  the  articles  contained  in  the  aforesaid 
petition,  \n  such  wise  as  sliall  appertain  to  just  equity  and  riglit, 
and  to  tlie  i)ublic  service. 
Wliich  doing,  etc. 

(Signed)  M.  PxVAUW, 

S.  BLOMMAEKT, 
liENRICK  HAMEL, 
KILIAEX  VAN  RENSSELAER. 
Exhibited  22d  June,  lGo-1,  and  furnished  to  opposite  party  for 
replication. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES  GENERAL  POSTPONING 
A  DECISION  ON  THE  PRECEDING  PLEADINGS. 


Saturday,  24th  June,  1834. 
Being  heard,  the  report  of  Mess""'  Huygens  and  others,  their  High 
Mighthiesses'  deputies,  wdio  proceeded,  pursuant  to  resolution,  in 
the  case  of  the  Patroons,  planters,  of  New  Netherland  against  the 
West  India  Company.  It  is  after  previous  deliberation,  resolved 
and  concluded,  to  postiione  this  matter  for  twelve  days;  and  parties 
shall,  in  the  meanwhile,  endeavor  to  settle  their  differences  by  agree- 
ment and  mutual  accord;  and  if  not,  their  High  Mightinesses  will, 
at  the  end  of  the  aforesaid  time,  have  the  said  difference  decided  by 
their  Deputies  agreeably  to  the  aforsaid  resolution  of  authority 
thereunto  granted. 


40  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 


SUBJECTS  FOR  THE  CONSIDERATION  OF  THE 
ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  XIX.     1634. 


Points  of  Tieference,  ichereiqjon  all  the  Chavihers  of  the  West  India 
Conqjany  are  summoned  to  Amsterdam  on  the  31  July^  iGSJf.;  ex- 
tracted as  far  as  relates  to  the  matters  of  JS'ew  Netherland.  Exhib- 
ited IS  Jidi/,  10o4. 

S**"  Point. — As  Ambassador  Joachimi  hath  advised  the  Comi)any 
of  the  claims  of  Jacob  Eelkeiis,  wlio  sailed  from  England,  amount- 
ing to  40  (a  .  50  thousand  guilders,  which  he  pretends  to  have  lost  in 
New  Netherland,  the  members  will  be  pleased  to  come  i)repared  to 
resolve  thereupon,  according  as  it  shall  be  most  advantageous  to  the 
Company. 


THE  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  XIX.  TO  THE  STATES 
GENERAL. 


To  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords  States  General  of  the  United  Netlier- 

lands. 

High  and  ]\1igiity  Lords: — The  year  1034  ai)i)roaches  now  to  a 
close,  and  the  West  India  Com])any  hath  not,  uj)  to  the  present  time, 
received  the  vote  of  the  subsidy  demanded  l)y  the  Council  of  State, 
many  months  since,  for  its  support  for  that  year. 

Notwithstanding  the  Deputies  from  the  XIX.  have,  with  such 
great  persistence,  applied  to  your  High  Mightinesses  therefor,  from 
time  to  time. 

And  now  clearly  made  manifested  both  to  your  High  Mighti- 
nesses and  to  the  res])ective  provinces,  that  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Comi)any  to  i)rosecute  any  longer  tlie  expensive  war  in  Brazil,  much 
less  to  accomi)lish  anything  of  advantage  to  this  State. 

Unless  your  High  Mightinesses  continue  to  afford  it  liberal  assist- 
ance, and  not  only  promise  the  Company  that,  but  also  make  them 
sensible  of  it. 

MeauAvhile  the  Company  abates  nothing  in  the  advancement  of 
its  affairs,  but  has  done  more  than  Avas  expected  from  it. 

With  what  difficulty  that  was  effected,  your  High  Mightinesses 
can  sufficiently  understand,  l)y  com])aring  the  heavy  expenses  of  the 
war  which  it  has  now  waged  for  so  many  years,  with  tiie  subsidies 
voted  us,  and  the  triffling  protits  it  has  derived,  up  to  this  time, 
from  the  conquests. 
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What  tlie  end  of  this  is  to  be,  we  leave  your  High  ^Hslitinesses' 
prudent  wisdom  to  consider. 

Of  this  we  must,  with  all  submission,  warn  your  High  Mighti- 
nesses; miless  your  High  Mightinesses  procured  a  vote  of  the 
required  subsidies,  and  move  the  respective  provinces,  so  that  they 
will  be  received  more  promptly  than  heretofore,  we  see  no  prospect 
of  meeting  any  longer  the  heavy  expenses  of  the  war.  The  great 
work  in  Brazil,  which  is  now  so  far  advanced,  that  an  end  to  it  is, 
in  a  manner,  ])erceptible,  will  be  internii)ted  and  perhaps  entirely 
fail,  to  the  serious  disgrace  and  injury  of  this  JState. 

Much  more  ought  to  have  been  done  than  the  Company  ever 
wished  to  solicit  from  your  High  Mightinesses,  in  order  to  accom- 
plished an  undertaking  of  such  vast  importance  to  the  country,  and 
not  only  to  render  that  work  secure,  but  to  give  the  King  of  Spain 
employment  elsewhere  by  way  of  diversion,  so  as  advantageously  to 
execute,  meanwhile,  the  affair  in  Brazil  and  to  allow  this  State  to 
taste  the  fruits  thereof. 

We  have  submitted  to  your  High  Mightinesses  heretofore,  many 
reasons  which  ought  to  move  you  hereunto,  and  could  add  others, 
were  we  not  convinced  that  your  High  Mightinesses  understand  them 
better,  and  give  them  as  deliberate  consideration  as  they  deserve. 

We  shall,  therefore,  not  detain  your  High  Mightinesses  with  a 
longer  deduction,  but  conclude  this,  our  remonstrance,  with  an 
humble  recjuest : 

That  your  High  Mightinesses,  in  consideration  of  the  duties  lately 
and  still  daily  performed  by  the  Company  beyond  its  ability,  and  of 
the  benetit  this  State  derived  therefrom, 

May  be  pleased  so  to  inlluence  the  respective  Provinces  that,  finally, 
the  required  vote  of  subsidies  may  be  obtained,  if  not  more,  at  least 
in  the  same  form  as  was  demanded  by  the  Council,  and  the  effect 
thereof  be  realized  as  promjjtly  as  necessity  requires. 

So  that  we  may  prosecute  with  renewed  courage,  and  complete, 
with  God's  blessing,  successfully  our  begun  work,  for  the  benefit  of 
this  State,  and  the  humiliation  of  the  common  enemy. 

The  Deputies  of  the  XIX.  are  also  instructed  to  explain  to  your 
Higli  Mightinesses,  certain  difficulties  they  experience  in  New 
Netherland,  from  the  English;  whereof  Mr.  Joacliimi,  your  High 
Mightinesses'  Ambassador,  hath  advised  us. 

As  the  matter  consists  of  a  long  narrative,  and  many  circum- 
stances, which  would  detain  your  High  Mightinesses'  Assembly  too 
long,  they  respectfully  request  your  High  Mightinesses  to  be  pleased 
to  appoint  a  committee  from  your  midst,  to  whom  we  may  communi- 
cate the  said  representation,  and  submit  the  means  whereby  further 
inconveniences  may  be  avoided. 

Which  doing,  &c. 

Exhib  ted  24  October  1834. 
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XEW  PROJECT  OF  FREEDOMS  AND  EXEMPTIONS. 


Freedoms,  PrivUcycs  and  Exemiiiions^  (jrankd  hy  tke  Jliyh  and 
Mighty  Lords  States  General,  ex  plenitudine  postetatis,  to  all  per- 
sons of  condition,  inhabitants  of  these  countries,  to  be  qualified  thcrc- 
imto  by  their  High  3lightinesses,  as  Lords  (duI  Potroons  of  A'efc 
Nether  land,  for  the  purpose  of  planting  Colouies  and  introducing 
cattle  there,  all  for  the  advancement  of  the  hicorporuted  West  India 
Company,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  inliabitunts  of  these  countries. 

Persons  admissible  tliereuiito  by  tlieir  Ili.uli  INI iijflitiiiesses,  being 
inclined  to  plant  Colonies  in  New  Netherland.  shall  l)e  permitted  to 
send  thither,  by  all  of  the  West  India  Company's  ships  and  yachts 
going  thither,  three  or  fonr  persons,  to  examine  the  state  of  things 
there,  on  condition  of  paying  for  board  and  i)assage  out  and  home, 
six  stuyvers  a  day,  and  those  wishing  to  eat  in  the  cabin,  twelve 
stuyvers. 

2. — And  in  case  of  otfensive  or  defensive  operations,  they  mnst 
lend  assistance  the  same  as  others;  and  if  any  of  the  enemy's  ships 
be  captured,  they  shall  also  receive  their  share,  pro  rata,  accordiiig 
to  each  person's  quality:  to  wit,  those  not  eating  in  the  cabin  the 
same  as  seamen:  and  those  who  l)oard  in  the  cabin,  a  share  equal  to 
that  of  the  superior  officers,  calculated  one  with  another. 

3. — Herein  shall  be  ])referred  such  itersons  as  sliall  lie  admitted 
first  on  their  High  ]\lightinesses'  list. 

4.— And  for  Lords  and  Patroons  of  New  Netherland  shall  be  ac- 
knowledged those  who  will,  within  six  years  from  this  time,  (exclu- 
sive of  the  year  of  admission)  undertake  to  plant  in  New  Nether- 
land a  Colonic  of  forty-eight  souls,  on  yiain,  in  case  of  palpable 
neglect,  of  being  dejn-ived.  at  their  High  Mightinesses'  discretion,  of 
their  acquired  Freedoms.  Privileges  and  Exem])tion. 

5. — But  every  one  is  notified  that  the  Company  reserves  unto  itself 
the  Island  of  Manhattes,  Fort,  Orange,  with  the  lands  and  island 
appertaining  thereunto.  iStaten  Island,  the  land  of  Achassemes,  Aru- 
sick  and  Hobokina,togcatlicr  trith  Colonic  (f  Sxrjinendale .  [Note. — 
What  is  italicised  nuist  l)e  sustained  by  the  C(mipany:  otherwise  it 
Ave  re  better  omitted.] 

6. — And  from  the  very  moment  that  the  Lords  and  Patroons  of 
New  Netherland  have  designated  the  i)laces  where  they  wish  to  ])lant 
their  Colonies,  and  have  obtained  admission  thereto  from  their  High 
Mightinesses,  they  shall  be  preferred  liefore  all  others,  for  such  lands 
as  they  have  selected. 

7. — But  if  they  are  not  afterwards  iileased  with  the  ]>laces.  or  be 
deceived  in  the  selection  of  the  land,  they  shall  have  another  opjior- 
tunitv  to  make  a  selection. 
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8.— And  the  Patroons  of  New  Netheiiand  may,  by  Deputy,  at  tlie 
places  where  they  will  plant  their  Colonies,  extend  their  liiniits  six 
miles  along  tlie  sea  coast  or  on  both  sides  of  a  navigable  river,  and 
so  deep  landward  in,  as  the  Lords  and  Patroons  shall  demand,  with- 
out any  one  approaching  within  seven  or  eight  miles  of  them, 
against  their  will. 

9. — And  he  tirst  occupants  shall  not  be  ])rejudiced  in  their  ac- 
quired right,  but  forever  preserve  the  command  over  such  bays, 
rivers  and  islands,  as  they  shall  have  settled. 

10. — And  in  jn'opriety  forever  and  always  possess  all  the  land 
situate  within  the  Patroons'  limits,  togettier  with  all  the  fruits, 
superficies,  minerals,  rivers  and  fountains  thereof,  for  thim,  their 
heirs  or  assigns,  with  high,  middle  and  low  jurisdiction,  tenths, 
fishing,  fowling,  wind  and  [water]  mills  and  all  other  jnivileges, 
preeminences  and  rights,  to  be  holden  as  free,  allodial  and  i)atri- 
monial  i)roperty. 

11. — And  should  the  Patroons  come  to  prosper  in  their  Colonies, 
so  far  as  to  be  able  to  found  one  or  more  towns  or  cities,  they  shall 
have  authority  to  appoint  othcers  and  magistrates  tlierein ;  enact 
laws  and  police,  and  make  xise  of  the  titles  and  arms  of  their  Colo- 
nies, according  to  their  will  and  pleasure. 

12. — The  Patroons  shall  have  the  i)rivilege  of  ushig  for  their  own 
benefit,  all  adjoining  lands,  rivers  and  forests,  xmtil  they  shall  be 
taken  u])  by  other  Patroons. 

13. — The  Patrot)ns  shall  i)rovisionally  furnish  i)roper  instructions 
to  their  Colonies,  in  order  that  they  be  ruled  and  appointed,  both  in 
police  and  justice,  conformably  to  the  mode  of  government  observed 
here. 

14. — And  they  are  empowered  to  send  in  the  Company's  ships,  all 
their  people  and  property  bound  thither,  on  paying  for  board  as  is 
hereinbefore  stated  in  Article  10;  for  freight  of  the  merchandise, 
5  per  100  cash  on  what  the  said  goods  have  cost  in  this  country ; 
not  including  herein,  however,  cattle  and  agricultural  implements, 
which  the  Company  shall  convey  over  for  nothing;  wherefore  they 
shall  reserve  the  fourth  part  of  all  ships  and  yachts  which  will  sail 
thither;  but  the  Patroons  shall  appropriate  such  vacant  i)laces  for 
their  fodder,  they  providing  every  thing  necessary  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  cattle. 

15. — And  their  High  Mightinesses  shall  take  care  that  a  ship  or 
shall  sail  at  least  yearly  from  Amsterdam  to  New  Netherland,  yacht 

about  the  month  of so  that  the  Patrooous  here,  and 

their  Colonies  in  New  Netherland,  may  never  be  obstructed  in  the 
execution  of  their  good  intentions. 

IB. — The  Patroons  shall,  at  all  times,  be  privileged  to  send  their 
own  ships  to  New  Netherland;  and  in  going  and  returning,  to  at- 
4— Vol.  V. 


.50  PAPEKS  RELATING  TO  THE 

tack  and  conquor,  offensively  and  det'eusivply,  tlie  enemies  of  this 
state,  and  to  secure  tliereby  the  same  right  as  the  Incorporated 
AVest  India  Company  enjoys. 

17. — Tlie  Patroons  of  New  Netlierland  sliall  liave  the  privilege  of 
sailing  and  trading  along  the  Aviiole  coast,  from  Florida  nnto  Xew- 
fonndland.  and  to  all  the  Wild  islands  of  the  "West  Indies. 

is. — The  Patroons  shall  likewise  be  at  liberty,  every  where 
aronnd  the  coasts  of  New  Netherlaiul  and  the  places  adjacent 
thereunto,  to  trade  their  acquired  goods  for  all  sorts  of  wares  and 
mercliandise  to  be  had  the;-e,  Avithout  any  exception. 

19.— On  the  arrival  of  such  wares  here  in  the  ships  of  the  West 
India  Company,  there  shall  be  paid  for  the  freight  of  each  mer- 
chantable skin,  whether  otter  or  beaver,  one  guilder:  and  on  all 
bulky  articles,  such  as  pitch,  tar,  ashes,  timber,  grain,  tish,  salt, 
vosin  or  such  like. ten  guilders  per  last  (estimated  at  4000  llts.),  on 
condition  that  the  Comi)any\s  seamen  shall  be  obliged  to  wheel 
and  bring  the  salt  on  ship  board :  with  this  understanding,  that  the 
Patroons'  own  sliips  shall  be  always  preferred,  and  on  coming  to 
this  country,  shall  enjoy  all  such  benefits  and  Freedoms,  as  are 
granted  to  the  Company. 

20. — All  wares  not  enumerated  in  the  preeeeding  article,  and  not 
being  bulky  articles  (last  wacr<'ii)  shall  pay  for  freight  1  guilder  per 
hundred  weight,  and  wines,  brandies,  vinegars,  verjuice.  10  guilders 
]ier  liarrel. 

i;i.— Their  High  Mightinesses  promise  the  Patroons  not  to  im- 
pose on  their  Colonies,  any  Custom,  Toll.  Excise,  Impost  or  other 
tax.  but  allow  them  to  enjoy  such  Freedoms  and  Exem])tions  as 
are  granted,  or  shall  hereafter  be  granted  by  Charter  to  the  Com- 
pany. 

oo  _]^o  person  shall  be  at  lil)erty  to  take  from  the  service  of  the 
Patroons  any  of  their  Cohmists  whether  man,  woman,  son, 
daughter,  maid-servant,  or  man-servant,  even  though  solicited  In- 
the  Colonists  themselves  to  receive  them  (except  by  written  consent 
of  their  Patroons).  during  the  term  of  years  for  which  they  are  bound 
to  their  Patroons:  after  the  expiration  of  which  time,  the  Patroons 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  send  back  to  this  country  the  Colonists  who 
leave  their  service,  and  then  first  discharge  them:  and  if  any  Colo- 
nist run  away  to  another  Patroon,  or  resume  his  freedom  contrary 
to  his  contract,  other  Patroons  of  New  Netherland  shall  be  bound, 
and  do  promise  their  High  Mightinesses,  to  cause  him.  as  far  as  lies 
in  his  power,  to  l)e  surrendered  into  the  hands  of  his  Patroon  or  his 
Ccmimissary.  in  order  that  proceedings  may  be  instituted  against 
such  Colonists,  according  to  circumstances. 

23.— The  Patroons  discovering  shores,  bays,  or  places  adapted  to 
Fishing,  or  the  manufacture  of  Salt,  may  take  possession  of  them. 


COLONIES  OX  THE  DELAWARE.  51 

and  have  them  worked  in  ])erfect  i)voi)ertY.  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
others. 

-4. — They  shall  be  privileged,  also,  to  send  their  ships  every  where 
to  fish,  and  so  to  go,  with  what  ash  been  caught,  to  all  neutrals  and 
friends  of  this  State. 

25. — And  if  any  Colonist  belonging  to  a  Patnwn  happen  to  discover 
minerals,  precious  stones,  crystals,  marble,  pearl  fishery  or  such  like, 
they  shall  remain  the  Patroon"s  property,  provided  he  allow  such 
discoverer,  as  a  i)remium  therefor,  so  much  as  the  Patroon  shall  have 
stipulated  for  that  purjjose. 

2G. — Their  High  Mightinesses,  together  with  the  Incori)orated 
AVest  India  Company,  promise  to  assist  ihe  Patroons'  Colonists 
against  all  foreign  and  domestic  wars  and  violence,  witli  whatever 
foi'ce  they  have  in,  and  shall  bring  to,  New  Netherland. 

-7. — The  Patroons  of  New  Netherland.  shall  be  bound  to  jmrchase     r~ 
from  the  Lords  Sachems  in  New  Netherland,  the  soil  where  they 
propose  to  plant  their  Colonies,  and  shall  acquire  such  right  there- 
unto as  they  will  agree  for  with  the  said  Sachems. 

28. — The  Patroons  shall  also  particularly  exert  themselves  to  find 
speedy  means  to  maintain  a  Clergyman  and  Schoolmaster,  in  order 
tliat  Divine  Service  and  zeal  for  religion  may  be  planted  in  that 
country;  and  send,  at  first,  a  Comforter  of  the  sick  thither. 

29. — The  resi)ective  Patroons  shall  be  ])rivileged  to  keej)  an  agent 
at  the  Island  Manhattes,  who  shall  attend  as  a  member  of  Council 
there,  and  have  seat  and  vote  at  all  the  meetings  and  deliberations, 
in  order  thereby  to  be  able  to  promote  the  necessary  protection  of  the 
Colonies. 

oO. — Their  High  Mightinesses  shall  exert  themselves  to  provide 
the  Patroons  with  person  bound  to  service,  who  shall  be  obliged  to 
serve  out  their  bounden  time,  in  all  obedience,  for  their  board  and 
clothing  only,  which  being  done,  on  bringing  to  this  country  a  cer- 
tificate thereof  from  the  Patroons  or  their  Commissaries,  such  per- 
sons shall  be  here  to  restore  to  their  former  state  and  freedom. 
[Note. — Vagabonds  and  outcasts,  who  live  on  alms,  and  in  idleness 
and  crime,  are  hereby  meant. 

3L — In  like  manner,  the  Incorporated  West  India  Company  shall 
allot  to  each  Patroon  twelve  Black  men  and  women  out  of  the  prizes 
in  which  Negroes  shall  be  found,  for  the  advancement  of  the  Col- 
onies in  New  Netherland. 

32. — The  Incorporated  West  India  Company  undertakes  to  main- 
tain the  fort  and  stronghold  on  the  Island  of  Manhatten,  in  good 
defence  and  garrison,  and  to  allow  the  Patroons  to  enjoy  peaceably 
and  quietly  these  Exemi»tions,  Privileges  and  Freedoms. 

33. — All  private  and  poor  people  (overmogen personen)  are  excluded 
from  these  Exemptions  Privileges  and  Freedoms,  and  are  not  allow- 
to  Purchase  any  lands  or  grounds  from  the  Sachems  or  Indians  in      ^ 
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New  Xetherland,  l)ut  must  repair  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  re- 
spective Lords  Patroons. 
Thus  done  and  enacted. 


STATES  GENERAL  TO  THE  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  XIX. 


To  the  Ahsemhly  of  the  XIX.  of  the  West  India  Company;  the  30"' 
April,  1GS7. 

The  States. 

AVe  wrote  you  at  three  different  times  last  year,  1636,  to  pay  to 
Lubbert  Van  Dincklagen  liis  three  years  salary,  as  Fiscal  of  New 
Netherland,  with  the  costs  thereon,  or  in  case  of  refusal  to  show 
cause  to  the  contrary.  We  have  since  received  your  letter,  written 
there  the  !(»"'  October,  in  the  aforsaid  year,  1636.  which,  after  previous 
reading  and  examination,  we  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  above  named 
Dincklagen,  to  make  his  observations  thereupon,  and  he,  Dincklagen, 
hath  represented  to  us  this  day,  by  petition,  that  he  having  exam- 
ined your  letter,  finds  that  it  states : 

First,  that  he,  the  petitioner,  returned  from  New  Netherland  un- 
called for  and  without  orders. 

Secondly,  that  on  demanding  his  earned  monthly  wages,  the  com- 
missioners of  New  Netherland.  who  had  previously  thoroughly 
informed  themselves  of.  and  examined  all  the  tlocuments,  allowed 
him  all  such  sums  of  money  as  were  afterwards  tendered  to  him, 
without  making  any  comi)utation  of  the  amount. 

Thirdly,  that  he.  the  petitioner,  complaining  to  you,  several  per- 
sons were  appointed  from  your  body  with  the  ordinary  C'onnnission- 
ers,  to  review  the  whole  matter,  which  was  done  in  the  presence  of 
Mr.  GeiTard  Van  Arnhem,  Lord  of  Zeventer,  and  that  the  said  Mr. 
Arnhem,  had  informed  the  ordinary  Commissioners,  that  in  his 
opinion,  he,  the  petitioner,  had  been  more  than  satisfied  by  the 
allowance  of  the  aforesaid  small  sum  of  money. 

To  which  three  pohits,  he,  the  petitioner,  makes  answers,  by  the 
aforesaid  i^etition. 

First,  that  he  did  not  return  home  without  orders,  or  uncalled: 
but  that  he  considers  the  forcible  opposition  in  his  office  in  New 
Netherland.  his  illegal  removal  from  his  said  office,  and  other  unbe- 
coming iiroceedings  of  AV outer  Van  Tweyler,  Director  in  New 
Netherland,  together  with  his  command  and  order  to  betake  himself 
to  Fatlierland,  as  the  aforesaid  Dincklagen  can  prove,  to  be  a  recall 
and  order  to  return  home,  as  indeed  it  is. 
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Second]}',  that  the  sum  tendered  to  him  is  no  more  than  nine 
months  of  what  is  due  him. 

Thirdly,  tliat  neitlier  examination,  nor  revision,  mucli  less  recon- 
sideration of  the  matter  lias  been  made  l)y  the  Commissioners,  Vnit 
on  the  contrary,  that  the  petitioner's  vouchers  and  i)ai)er  were  re- 
jected, and  not  considered  Avoi'thy  either  of  perusal  or  examination 
l)y  them. 

AVherefore.  we  having  further  examined  the  petitioner's  case, 
find  the  same  to  be  just,  and  therefore  cannot  and  ought  not  omit 
hereby  officially  and  earnestly  to  request,  desire,  and  to  exhort  you 
once  more  for  the  third  time,  to  cause,  and  let  satisfaction  be  made 
him,  after  such  long  unfounded  delays  and  postponements :  and  shall 
confidently  rely  on  you  no  longer  remaining  in  default  herein,  so 
that  we  may  hereafter  be  freed  and  relieved  from  the  i)etitioner's 
troublesome,  but  well  founded,  solicitations.  And  with  tliis  view, 
we  have  requested  Messrs.,  our  deputies,  who  are  to  go  and  preside 
over  your  present  Assembly,  in  our  behalf,  earnestly  to  recommend 
and  urge  this  matter  on  you,  so  that  the  Petitioner  be  deprived  of 
cause  of  complaint.    Done  XXX^''  April,  1637. 


EESOLUTIOX  OF  THE  STATES  GEXEEAL  TO  COMMIS- 

SIOX  WILLEM  KIEFT,  DIRECTOR  OF  XEAV 

XETIIERLAND. 


Wednesday,  2*  September,  1637. 
Director  Elias  de  Raet  apjieared  in  the  Asseml)ly,  with  credentials 
from  the  Directors  of  the  West  India  [Comi)any]  Chamber  at  Am- 
sterdam, of  the  first  instant,  and  prayed  their  High  Mightinesses 
that  Commission  do  issue,  and  the  oath  be  entered  of  Willem 
KiEFT,  to  go  in  the  stead  of  Wouter  Van  Twyler,  as  Director  of 
New  Netherland.  Which  being  granted  by  their  High  Might- 
inesses, the  aforesaid  Commission  is  ordered  to  be  issued,  and  the 
aforesaid  Willem  Kieft  was  thereupon  sworn. 
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PROJECT  FOR  COLONIZING  NEW  NETHERLAND. 


.Satuiiday,  17"'  April,  1638. 
Read  in  tlie  Assembly  a  certain  renionstrance,  presented  to  their 
Ilicrh  Miiihtinesses  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  divers  ])artners 
and  stockholders  of  the  "West  India  C(nni)any;  also  was  exhibited, 
in  addition,  a  certain  Project  recrardinf;  the  plantinj?  of  Colonies  in 
New  Netherlaiid.  Whereunon  deliberatio:;  being  had,  it  is  resolved 
and  concluded,  that  the  aforesaid  Remonstrance  and  Project  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  their  High  Mightinesses'  Deputies  to  the 
present  Assembly  of  the  XIX..  here  at  the  Hague,  to  be  l)y  them 
communicated  to  that  Assembly,  and  further  to  manage  and  direct 
the  affair  there,  so  that  proi)er  resolution  may  betaken  thei'eu])on, 
one  wav  or  the  other,  before  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX.  adjourn. 


RESOLUTION    OF    THE     STATES     GENERAL     URGING 
THE  COLONIZATION  OF  NEW  NETHERLAND. 


Monday.  20  April.  IGMS. 

"Whereas  their  High  ^Mightinesses  learn  tiiat  a  sntiicient  numljer 
of  good  and  i)ious  clergymen  have  not  been  sent  to  labor  at  Brazil 
in  the  harvest  of  the  lord;  also  that  church  disclipine  had  not  been 
duly  introdnced,  much  less  practiced  there,  not  even  order  taken 
for  the  establishment  of  schools  for  the  education  of  the  rising  youth, 
that  they  may  be  Imnight  u]>  in  religion  and  ])iety. 

Secondly,  their  High  Mightinesses  receive  additional  information 
that  the  population  in  New  Netherland  does  not  only  increase  as  it 
ought,  but  even  that  the  poinilation  which  had  been  commenced  is 
decreasing,  and  a])i)ears  to  be  neglected  by  the  "West  India  Com- 
pany, so  that  the  inhabitants  of  foreign  jn-iiices  and  potentates,  are 
endeavoring  to  incorporate  New  Netherland,  and  if  not  seasonably 
attended  to  will  at  once  entirely  overrun  it. 

Therefore  their  High  Mightinesses,  after  previous  delibei-ation, 
have  resolved  and  concluded  on  the  tirst  ])oiut,  hereby  to  instruct 
and  authorize  their  deputies  to  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX..  that  in 
conjunction  witli  the  iiresent  delegates  from  the  respective  Cham- 
bers to  said  Assembly,  they  assist  in  making  and  enacting  such 
order,  that  Divine  Worship  in  Brazil  be  duly  attended  to,  church 
ordinance  and  discipline  introduced,  and  jiracticed.  and  tlie  rising 
youth  educated  and  brought  up  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  and  in  the 
Christian  Reformed  religion. 
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On  the  second  point,  their  Hi;^h  Mightinesses  liave  resolved  and 
conelnded,  that  before  the  iiresent  delegates  from  the  respective 
Chaml)ers  to  the  aforesaid  jn-esent  Assembly  of  the  XIX.  adjom-ii, 
their  High  Miglitinesses'  deputies  shall  assist  in  making  and  enact- 
ing such  effectual  order  regarding  tlie  population  of  New  Nether- 
land,  and  thereunto  invite  all  good  inhabitants  of  these  Netlierlands 
by  such  inducements  and  pre-eminences  as,  with  the  approbation  of 
their  High  Mightinesses,  they  shall  resolve  to  offer  to  all  colonists, 
so  that  this  State  may  not  be  deprived  of  the  aforesaid  New  Nether- 
land  by  any  indirect  underhand  dealing  of  some  inhabitants  of 
this  country,  and  the  intrusion  and  invasion  of  those  of  foreign 
princes  and  i>otentates. 


REPORT    ON    THE    CONDITION    OF    THE    COLONY    OF 
NEW  NETHERLAND,  IN  1638. 


[On  the  30th  April,  1638,  the  Assembly  after  the  question  had 
been  ])reviously  put,  referred  the  aforesaid  to  the  Deputies  Noort- 
wyk.  Duyst  van  Voorhout,  Tienhoven  and  Swarzenberg.] 

Whereas  the  Lords  States  General  obtain  unreliable  information 
on  the  affairs  of  New  Netlierland ;  that  it  is  retrograding  more 
and  more,  to  the  injury  of  this  state  and  its  inhibitants,  it  is  de- 
manded: 

1.  How  far  do  the  limits  of  New  Netherland  extend  along  the  sea 
coast. 

Their  High  Mightinesses  granted.  Anno  1614,  to  Jonas  Witzen 
and  Tweenhuyzen,  by  special  charter,  and  on  the  expiration  tliereof 
to  the  West  India  Company  from  Virginia  to  wit,  from  Cicapoa, 
along  the  sea  coast  to  Newfoundland. 

2.  Are  these  limits  still  in  the  possession,  at  the  present  time,  of 
the  West  India  Company,  and  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  ? 

We  occupy  Mauritius  or  the  North  River ;  where  there  are  two 
forts,  Orange  and  Amsterdam;  and  there  is,  moreover,  one  House 
built  by  the  Company,  and  that  is  tlie  most  of  the  i)opulation. 

3.  If  not,  what  nations  have  seized  them ;  and  by  what  right  and 
under  what  pretext  ? 

The  right,  is  that  of  the  strongest. 

The  English  extend  from  the  northeast  of  New  England  unto  the 
Fresh  River. 

4.  Can  the  Company  retain  the  remaining  territory  :  and  by  what 
means  V 

If  there  be  peoi)le,  the  remainder  can  be  maintained  ;  from  the 
North  river,  men  go  into  the  interior  as  far  as  tliey  please. 
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o.  "What  Christian  nations  are  neiii'libors,  altove  and  below  V 
The  English  enclose  us  from  Virginia  unto  New  England:  and 
as  nnieh  farther  as  onr's  have  been. 

6.  Has  the  Company  realized  protit  or  loss,  since  the  planting  of 
New  Netherland '? 

Loss.    But  it  could  afford  profit,  principally  from  grain. 

7.  And  in  case  of  loss,  and  their  High  Mightinesses  consider  it 
advantageous  to  preserve  the  limits  of  New  Netherland,  and  to  es- 
tablisli  the  population  on  a  lietter  and  surer  footing— 

Tlie  Comi)any  cannot  i)eople  it:  because  the  Company  cannot 
agree  among  themselves:  but  a  i»lan  of  throwing  it  open,  must  be 
considered. 

8.  Whether  it  would  not,  therefore,  be  exi)edient  to  place  the  dis- 
trict of  New  Netherland  at  the  disposal  of  the  States  General  ? 

They  have  no  intention  so  to  do  ;  unless  they  derived  profit  by  it. 
But  they  hope,  now  that  they  have  taken  some  order  about  Brazil, 
that  it  will  prove  a  source  of  profit  in  time. 

They  propose  to  surrender  tlie  trade  with  the  Indians,  or  some- 
thirjg  else.  Nothing  comes  from  New  Netherland  but  beaver  skins, 
mincks,  and  other  furs  :  considerable  grain  could  be  raised  there  in 
course  of  time. 

[Note.— The  questions  in  the  above  pa])er  Avere  propounded  by 
the  States  General,  and  the  answers  are  by  Mr.  Eutger  Huygens 
who,  with  seven  other  gentlemen,  was  ai)pointed  by  the  States  Gen- 
eral, on  the  23'^  of  February,  1G38,  to  ])reside  at  the  Assembly  of  the 
XIX.  of  the  West  India  Company,  at  the  Hague.] 


JEEOME  HAWLEY  TO  SEC.  WINDEBANKE. 


James  Towne  in  Virginia,  8  May,  1638. 
Bight  Hon^^' : 

Uppon  the  2()th  of  March  last  I  took  the  bouldness  to  psent  you 
w"'  my  letters,  wherein  I  gave  only  a  tucli  of  the  business  of  our 
Assembly,  referring  yo''  Hono'^  to  the  generall  letters  sent  by  M' 
Kem])  from  the  (rovern"^  and  Councell.  Since  W""  tyme  heare  arrived 
a  Dutch  shiitp  w"'  comission  from  the  yong  Queene  of  Sweaden  and 
signed  by  eight  of  the  Clieife  I^ordes  of  Sweden,  the  coppe  whereof  I 
would  have  taken  to  send  to  yo'  Hono'  but  the  Captayne  would  not 
pmitt  me  to  take  any  coppe  thereof,  except  hee  might  have  free  trade 
for  tobacco  to  carry  to  Sweaden,  w^'*"  being  contrary  to  his  Ma'"  in- 
structions, the  Govern''  excused  himselfe  therof.  The  shipp  re- 
mayned  heare  about  10  dayes  to  refresh  w"'  wood  and  water,  during 
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w"  tyme  tl)e  M^  of  the  said  sliipp  made  knowne  that  botlie  himselfe 
and  another  shipp  of  liis  comjjany  were  bound  for  Delaware  Baye 
w^"  is  the  confines  of  Virginea  and  New  England, and  there  they 
ptend  to  make  a  plantation  and  to  plant  tobacco,  w"  the  Dutch  do 
allso  already  in  Iludsons  River,  w="  is  the  verv  next  river  Northard 
from  Delaware  Baye.  All  w^''  beinjf  his  Ma-  territorys,  I  humbly 
the  consideration  thereof  unto  yo-"  Hono^  and  yf  liis  iMa"^  shalbe 
pleased  to  thinke  uppon  any  course  eitlier  for  i^moving  them  and 
pventing  others  from  seating  upon  His  Ma'^  terretorys.  I  humbly 
conceive  it  may  be  done  by  his  Ma'^  subjects  of  these  parts  making 
use  only  of  some  English  sliipps  that  resort  heather  for  trade  yearly 
and  be  no  charge  at  all  to  His  Ma''.  ' 

I  am  not  yet  able  to  give  yo^  Hono''  so  good  an  accomptof  the  es- 
tate of  His  Ma'"  revenewe  heare  as  I  desire,  in  regard  it  was  late  in 
the  yeare  before  I  arrived,  and  the  business  of  our  Assembly  hathe 
taken  up  all  my  tyme  hetherto,  but  by  the  next  returne  of  shipping 
I  shall  endeavor  to  bring  things  into  better  order  tlian  heretofore 
they  have  bein,  and  by  that  tyme  I  hoape  to  make  it  appeare  that 
yo^  hono^  hathe  done  His  Ma'-  service  in  giveing  liim  notice  of  the 
estate  of  his  revenue  in  tliese  parts;  w^^  although  1  cannot  now 
saye  it  wilbe  great,  yet  I  psume  it  is  so  farr  considerable  as  that  His 
Ma'-  will  not  thinke  it  fitt  to  be  lost :  for  I  doubt  not  but  it  will 
serve  to  defray  the  pentian  w^"  His  Ma'-,  is  pleased  to  allowe  tlie 
Govern^  yearly,  w^"  is  £1U0U  pr  ami ;  yf  His  Ma'^  be  pleased  to  im- 
ploye  it  that  waye.  and  I  hoape  to  improve  it  dayly,  as  new  comers 
doe  encrease  tiie  plantation,  besides  His  Ma'^  costumes  from  hence 
wilbe  much  better  understood  than  heretofore  they  have  bein. 

Since  my  coming  to  tlie  place  of  Treasurer,  I  have  decerned  some 
under  hand  oppositions  made  against  me,  butlittell  liathe  appeared 
in  publick,  tlierefore  I  cannot  particularly  laye  it  to  any  man's 
charge.  And  because  I  flnde  that  it  chiefly  aymes  at  the  hindering 
me  in  making  any  benefltte  of  my  place  (wiiereof  I  assure  yo^  Hono-" 
I  have  not  yet  made  the  value  of  five  pound  towards  my  cliarges) 
I  doe  therefore  make  it  mv  liumble  sute  unto  yo--  Hono--  that  you 
wilbe  pleased  to  move  the  King  in  my  behalfe  and  pcuer  His  Ma'^ 
warrant  for  my  fees,  to  the  effect  of  this  I  send  enclosed,  w "  being 
added  to  yo--  former  favours,  will  much  encrease  my  obligations  to 
yo-"  Hono"^  and  I  shall  still  remayne 

Yo"^  Hono'^s  much  devoted  servant 

JEROM  HAWLEY. 
To  the  Right  Hon'"^  Sin  Francis  Wixdebaxke  K'  Princepall 

Secretary  to  his  Ma"^ :— p^sent  these. 
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PPOPOSED  ARTICLES  FOR  THE  COLONIZATION  AND 
TRADE  OF  NEW  NETIIERLAND. 


[E.\iii])ite(l  30"'  August  163S.  Report  2  Se])teml/  1G38.  Referred 
to  Mess'"  Aniheiii  Noortiiyn.  Noortwyck.  Vosberyen,  Weede,  Priiis- 
sdi.  Doiikel  and  C^oeiiders.  to  view,  examine  and  rejtort  liereon. 
Tlicir  Iliii'li  ]Mi<ilitinesses'  de])uties  shall  l)e  enijiowered  to  ])roceed 
fortlnvitli.     Done  3(1"^  Any-iist  1838.     Signed,  Coi!K^  Muscii  1638.1 

^Irticlfs  ami  ('onditiDus  (hvtirn  up  and  jnihlishcd  hij  the  Chamber 
of  j\mt<terdayn,  v:ith  tlic  ajipmhatiov  of  their  High  MiyJitinesses,  the 
States  General  of  the  rttited  3,'etlierlaruls,  in  conforniit;/  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  XIX:  ou  ichich  the  resj)ect!i:e  Lands  and  Pleices  in 
andeiround  Nev  Xetherland  shall,  from,  noic henceforiceird,  he  traded 
to^freejuented  and  settled,  according  to  ^uch  form  of  government  and 
police  as  may  at  present,  or  sltall  hereafter,  he  esteihlished  there  by 
the  Company  or  its  agents. 

1.  The  Co]n];any  hereliy  retains  to  itself,  and  to  such  officers  to 
whom  it  shall  commit  the  execution  thereof,  all  hip^h  and  low  juris- 
diction, tojjether  a\  ith  the  exercise  of  this  and  other  ai)i)endas>-es  of 
public  affairs:  in  order  that  its  Governors,  officers  and  all  others 
employed  by  it.  may  administer,  reguhite,  manatre  and  execute  the 
same,  under  their  IJi^h  Mightinesses,  accordincr  to  the  instructions 
to  be, dven  thereon  from  time  to  tjme.  without  it  beinp;  permitted 
t(»  any  to  opjiose  them  directly  or  indirectly.  t)n  i)ain  of  correction 
accoLding  to  circumstances,  as  violaters  and  disturbers  of  the  i)ublic 
peace. 

2.  And  inasnuich  as  it  is  of  the  highest  imi)rotance,  that,  in  the 
first  commencement  and  settlement  of  this  i)Oi)ulation,  proper  ar- 
rangement be  made  for  Divine  worship,  according  to  the  ])ractice 
established  by  the  goverment  of  this  country.  Religion  shall  be 
tauglit  and  preached  there  according  to  the  Confession  and  formu- 
laries of  union  here  publicly  accei)ted  in  the  respective  churches, 
with  which  every  one  shall  be  satisfied  and  content,  without,  how- 
ever, it  being  inferred  from  this,  that  any  person  shall  l)e  hereby  in 
any  wise  constrained  or  aggrieved  in  his  conscience,  but  every  man 
shall  be  free  to  live  uj)  to  his  own  in  peace  and  decorum  ;  provided 
lie  avoid  frequenting  any  forbidden  assend)lies  or  conventicles,  much 
less  collect  or  get  up  any  such:  and  further  abstain  from  public 
scandals  and  offences,  which  the  magistrate  is  charged  to  prevent 
by  all  fitting  reproofs  and  admonitions,  and  if  necessary,  to  advise 
the  Com])any,  from  time  to  time,  of  what  may  occur  there  herein, 
so  that  confusions  and  misunderstandings  may  be  timely  obviated 
and  prevented. 
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3.  Tlie  Company  shall  make  arraiiijements  thixmtili  tlieir  agents, 
that  all  forts,  strongholds,  and  public  places  which  liave  been,  or 
may  be  hereafter,  built  there,  shall  be  the  properly  maintained,  pre- 
served and  improved  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  commonalty,  and 
and  that  the  general  assessment  to  be  paid  for  the  erection  and  con- 
struction tliereof ,  shall  be  levied  and  collected  with  the  least  incon- 
venience to  the  respective  inhabitants,  without  it  Ijeing  in  the  power 
of  the  Director  or  his  Council,  to  levy  any  tax  before  the  Company 
be  advised  thereof,  and  its  consent  be  obtained.  AVhicli  assessment 
shall  remain  specially  affected  to  such  works  and  cliarges,  for  the 
maintenance  whereof,  they  were  at  the  commencement  voted  and 
granted. 

4.  And  in  order  that  greater  attention  be  paid  to  the  cultivation 
and  settlement  of  those  countries,  and  that  no  one  be  excluded,  by 
private  possession  and  occu])ation,  from  the  use  of  the  ])ublic  waters, 
creeks,  bays  and  livers,  and  from  api)roi)riating  any  islands,  sands- 
l)its  and  dry  marshes  therein  situate ;  all  these  shall  belong  first  to  the 
Company,  whicli  promises  to  make  such  arrangements,  through  tlie 
Director  and  Council  there,  touching  tlie  use  thereof,  that  all  the 
inhabitants  of  those  parts  shall  derive  therefrom  the  greatest  possible 
profit  and  advantage,  unless  the  Company  may,  by  actual  experience, 
deem  it  advisable  to  make  other  disposition  therein,  which  resolu- 
tion and  disposition  every  one  shall  be  bound  to  ol)serve,  without 
any  trouble  or  opposition.  And  if,  however,  any  one  liap])en  to  con- 
travene tlie  same,  he  shall  be  corrected  and  brou.t?lit  to  liis  duty  liy 
public  authority. 

5.  Equal  justice  shall  be  administered,  in  all  civil  and  criminal 
matters,  to  all  inhabitants  and  others  who  frequent  that  country, 
according  to  the  form  of  procedm-e,  and  the  laws  and  customs  al- 
ready made,  or  to  be  hereafter  enacted.  Expressly  charging  every 
olficer  to  contribute  actively  and  firmly  hereunto  in  his  station,  as 
far  as  needs  may  be  :  and  that  without  any  regard  of  person  or  per- 
sons, even  though  the  matter  be  such  as  to  concern  the  Company 
itself  particularly;  in  which  case  the  judges  shall  be  specially  V)Ound 
to  declare  on  oatli,  that  they  will  not  follow  any  other  order  or  law, 
than  such  as  all  private  ])ersons  are  obliged  to  f)bey  and  respect. 

0.  And  whereas  all  the  population  cannot  be  settled  on  one  place, 
but  must  be  disposed  according  to  the  inclination  of  those  going 
thither,  and  the  circumstances  of  affairs  there,  each  inhabitant  shall 
be  bound  willingly  to  accept,  and  honestly  and  faithfully  to  dis- 
charge at  his  i)lace  of  residence,  according  to  his  oath  and  troth  and 
the  instructi(ms  given  concerning  the  same,  all  jmlilic  burthens 
and  duties,  such  as  the  ofiice  of  magistrate  and  those  of  honor  or  au- 
thority, also,  those  in  any  way  relating  to  works  of  i)iety,  such  as 
churches,  without  claiming  any  recompense  or  reward  for  so  doing. 
But  such  charges  and  ofiices  as  are  burdensome,  and  demand  the  oc- 
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cnpatiuii  of  the  whole  of  a  ])ersoii's  time,  shall  be  remunerated  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Director  and  his  Council,  on  condition  of  giving 
tlie  Company  notification  thereof,  and  obtaining  its  approbation 
therefor. 

7.  Xo  public  servants,  wether  Director,  councillors,  military  com- 
manders, commissaries,  skippers,  nor  any  others  in  the  receipt  of 
ordinary  wages  from  the  Company,  shall,  unless  ])ermitted  so  to  do, 
lie  at  li1)erty  to  carry  on  any  trade  either  for  themselves,  or  as  factors, 
or  on  connnission  for  others,  much  less  undertake  any  farms  or  bouw- 
eries;  but  be  content  with  their  ordinary  wages.  And  if  they  hap- 
pen to  transgress  herein,  they  shall  immediately  be  deju-ived  of  such 
ofhcesand  qualities  as  they  may  Ije  invested  with,  and  forfeit,  more- 
over, their  earned  monthly  wages  and  any  purchased  lands  and  goods 
which  may  be  discovered  contrary  to  this  article  in  their  possession, 
or  the  valud  thereof,  should  they  have  traded  or  conveyed  those 
away:  and  the  respective  officers  and  justices  are  commanded  to  en- 
force tlie  execution  hereof,  without  any  connivance. 

8.  Each  householder  and  inhabitant  shall  bear  such  tax  and  public 
charge  as  shall  liereaf ter  be  considered  proper  for  the  maintenance 
of  Clergymen,  comforters  of  the  sick,  schoolmasters  and  such  like 
necessary  officers;  and  the  Director  and  Council  there  shall  ])e  writ- 
ten to  toucliiug  the  form  hereof,  in  order,  on  receiving  further  in- 
formation ]iereu])on.  it  be  rendered  the  least  onerous  and  vexatious. 

9.  The  inhabitants  shall  be  at  liberty  to  build  there  for  themselves, 
or  for  such  others  as  shall  instruct  or  commission  them  thereunto, 
all  descriptions  of  craft,  either  large  are  small,  and  with  such  vessels 
and  no  others,  ascend  and  descend  all  rivers,  and  prosecute  their 
lawful  trade  and  barter,  as  well  as  trade  therewith  along  the  entire 
coast,  from  Florida  to  IsTewfoundland.  And  in  case  they  happen, 
in  the  course  of  such  voyage,  to  take  any  of  the  enemy's  sliips,  they 
shall  l)ring  such  to  the  place  of  residence  of  the  Director  there,  to  be 
by  him  either  distributed,  or  sent  hither;  one-third  part  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  Com])any,  and  two  thirds  for  the  captor,  i)rovided,  if  the 
l)rize  come  over  here,  the  proi)er  share  for  the  Company  shall  first  be 
deducted. 

10.  And  should  any  wares  or  merchandises  from  and  neighboring 
places  tliere,  or  from  any  other  kingdom  or  country,  be  landed 
from  any  foreign  ships  on  tlie  coast  of  New  Netlierland  and  places 
circumjacent  thereto,  within  the  limits  of  our  Charter  and  the 
Company's  possessions,  the  said  goods  shall  not  be  opened  nor  un- 
loaded until  tliey  are  duly  entered,  and  tlie  duties  tliereon  paid; 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  expenses  and  charges  the  Com- 
Itany  has  to  meet,  and  tlie  great  burdens  lying  on  the  inhabitants 
of  tliis  state,  shall  be  reckoned  at  fifteen  i)er  cent  on  the  estimated 
value  of  the  said  goods  there ;  and  thirty  per  cent  on  whatever  shall 
be  exported  in  said  foreign  vessels. 
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11.  The  Conipan.v  will  ttike  under  its  protection  and  safejjjuard, 
all  those  who  resort  to,  or  inhabit,  said  countries  under  the  obedience 
of  tiieir  High  Mightinesses,  the  Lords  States  General;  defend  them 
against  all  assaults  or  attacks,  coming  either  from  within  or  with- 
out, with  such  force  as  it  may  at  present  have,  or  hereafter  send, 
there;  provided  that  every  one,  be  he  trader  or  inhabitant,  who  hap- 
pens t©  be  there,  freely  consent  to  be  employed  with  others  on  such 
occasion  for  self  defence,  under  command  of  the  respective  otiicers; 
and  to  this  end,  shall  every  male  emigrant  take  with  him,  at  his 
own  costs  a  musket  and  side  arms,  and  be  enrolled,  in  case  of  ap- 
parent danger,  into  companies  or  squads. 

12.  In  case  any  person  shall  discover  or  find  any  minerals,  whether 
gold,  silver  or  base  metals,  jn'ecious  stoiies,  crystals,  marble,  or  such 
like,  they  shall,  if  discovered  on  the  finder's  own  land,  remain  his 
property,  on  returning,  after  five  years,  one-fifth  part  of  the  pro- 
ceeds, without  deducting  any  of  the  expenses;  and  that,  before  such 
minerals  or  beforementioned  specie  shall  in'ofit  him,  or  be  removed 
from  the  i)lace  where  they  may  Ije  found;  but  for  such  as  may  be 
discovered  on  another  nuurs  property,  or  in  the  Company"s-domain, 
or  on  unappropriated  land,  the  finder  shall  Ije  rewarded  according 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Director  and  Council,  unless  they  agree 
among  themselves  in  a  friendly  manner;  which  agreement  thus 
made,  shall  be  observed. 

13.  In  addition  to  these  general  Articles,  another  shall  be  intro- 
duced, to  obey  and  respect  such  instructions,  manifestoes  and  com- 
mands as  have  already  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be  issued,  with  the 
approbation  of  their  High  ]Mightinesses,  relative  to  the  settlement 
of  the  lands  and  trade  of  the  comitry. 

West  India  Company. 

Whereas  the  Directors  of  the  Incorporated  West  India  Company, 
Chamber  at  Amsterdam,  are  authorized  by  resolution  of  the  XIX., 
to  promote  and  improve  the  trade  and  population  of  Xew  Xether- 
land;  they,  therefore,  with  the  approbation  of  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses, hereby  make  known  to  all  and  every  the  inhabitants  of  this 
state,  or  its  allies  and  friends,  who  may  be  disposed  to  take  up  and 
cultivate  any  lands  there,  and  to  make  use,  for  that  puri)ose,  of  the 
harbors  of  these  countries,  that  they  may,  henceforth,  convey  thither 
in  the  Company's  ships,  such  cattle,  merchandise  and  property  as 
they  shall  deem  advisable;  and  receive  the  returns  they  or  their 
agents  may  obtain  therefor  in  those  parts ;  on  condition  that  all  the 
goods  shall  first  be  brought  to  the  Company's  store,  so  as  to  be  put 
on  ship  board  all  at  once,  in  the  best  manner,  on  payment  of  tlie 
following  duties  and  freights ;  and  the  Directors  will  take  care  that 
they  shall  be  sent  thither  by  the  safest  conveyance : — 

On  all  merchandises  going  thither,  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  Com- 
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])aiiy  licrc.  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent  in  money.  ])roi)ortionali]y  to  their 
value;  and  on  tliose  cominp:  tlience  hitlier.  lifteen  i)er  cent  there,  in 
kind  or  money,  at  the  clioice  of  the  Company  or  its  affent :  eighty-five 
remaining  for  the  owner.  And  if  any  one  happen  to  commit  an 
error,  in  the  valuation  of  his  goods,  the  Company  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
take  such  goods,  paying  one-sixth  more  than  they  are  entered  at:  but 
all  concealed  and  smuggled  goods,  either  in  this  country  or  that,which 
may  be  discovered  to  have  been  brought  on  board  the  Com])any"s 
ships,  ))y  secret  plans  or  other  cunning  contrivances,  shall  be  im- 
mediately I'oi-feited  and  confiscated  to  the  profit  of  the  said  Com- 
pany, without  any  right  of  action  accruing  therel)y.  For  the  freight 
of  cattle  and  goods,  which  will  be  sent  hence  there,  or  thence  here, 
the  owners  or  factors,  at  the  respective  places  of  loading,  shall 
agree  with  the  Company  or  their  agents,  according  to  the  value  and 
condition  thereof,  until  a  final  arrangement  and  plan  be  established ; 
and  the  freight  must  be  paid  in  money,  at  the  place  of  unloading; 
and  no  ]ierson  shall  be  i)ermitted  to  touch  or  remove  thenr,  before  he 
makes  it  ai)])ear  tliat  both  the  duties  and  the  freight  are  fully  paid. 
And  one  ]>er  cent  additional  for  every  month  that  they  remain  after 
l)eing  discharged,  in  the  Company's  stores:  for  all  wliicli  the  afore- 
said cattle  and  goods  shall  be  sunmiarily  taken  in  execution,  or  the 
owners  personally  spoken  to,  according  to  the  choice  of  the  Direct- 
ors or  their  agents. 

And  whereas  it  is  the  Company's  intention  to  cause  those  coun- 
tries to  be  peojtled  and  brought  into  cultivation  more  and  more,  the 
Director,  and  Council  there  sliall  be  instructed  to  accommodate 
every  one,  according  to  his  condition  and  means,  with  as  much  land 
as  he  can  properly  cultivate,  either  by  himself  or  Avith  his  family. 
Which  hind,  thus  conceeded  to  any  jierson  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
pany, shall  remain  the  property  of  him,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  pro- 
vided he  shall  pay  to  the  Company,  after  it  lias  been  pastured  or 
cultivated  four  years,  the  lawful  tenths  of  all  fruits,  grain,  seed, 
tobacco,  cotton  and  sucli  like,  as  well  as  of  the  increase  of  all  sorts 
of  cattle:  of  which  property  a  proper  deed  shall  be  given,  on  condi- 
tion that  he  truly  undertake  the  cultivation  or  pasture  thereof. 
Failing  therein,  he  shall  incur,  in  addition  to  the  loss  of  such  land, 
such  penalties  and  fines  as  shall  be  mutually  agreed  on  at  the  time 
of  the  grant.  To  which  penalties  and  fines  his  successors  and  as- 
signs shall  be  also  bomid.  And  in  order  to  obviate  ail  confusion 
and  losses,  which  have  formerly  arisen  therefrom  and  are  liereafter 
to  be  expected  in  a  still  graver  degree,  no  one  shall  henceforward 
be  allowed  to  possess  or  hold  any  lands  or  houses  in  those  parts, 
that  have  not  previously  come  through  the  hands  of  the  Company. 

The  Comjiany,  subject  to  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords  States  Gen- 
eral, sliall  take  care  tliat  the  places  and  countries  there  shall  be 
maintained  in  peace  and  quietness,  in  proper  police  and  justice,  under 
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its  ministers  or  tlieir  deputies,  conl'oriaal)ly  to  the  regulations  and 
instructions  thereupon  already  established  and  issued,  or  to  be  here- 
after enacted  and  given,  uiwn  a  knowledge  and  ex])erience  of  affairs. 
All  those  who  will  be  inclined  to  go  thither,  to  inhabit  the  country 
or  to  trade,  shall  severally  declare  under  their  signature,  that  they 
will  voluntarily  submit  to  these  regulations,  and  to  the  orders  of  tlie 
Company,  and  sliall  allow  all  questions  and  differences  there  arising 
to  be  decided  l)y  the  ordinary  courts  of  juctice.  which  sliall  be  estab- 
lished in  that  country,  and  freely  suffer  there  the  execution  of  the 
sentences  and  verdicts,  without  any  furtlier  oiijiosition.  And  shall 
l)ay,  for  passage  and  board  in  the  state  room,  one  guilder,  in  the 
cabin  ihutte),  twelve  stivers,  and  between  decks  eight  stivers,  per 
diem. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES  GENERAL,  ON  THE 
PROCEEDING  ARTICLES. 


Monday,  30"'  August,  1638. 
Sieur  Johan  de  Laet  having  presented  and  exhibited  to  the  As- 
sembly of  their  High  Mightinesses  the  Articles  and  Conditions 
drawn  up  for  their  High  Mightinesses"  a])pr()bation.  whereu])on 
the  respective  i)laces  and  countries  in  and  around  New  Netlierland 
are,  from  now  henceforth,  to  be  traded  to,  frequented  and  settled. 
It  is,  after  previous  deliberation,  resolved  and  concluded  that  the 
aforsaid  Articles  and  Conditions  be  i)laced  in  the  hands  of  Mess''' 
Arnhein,  NoortA\7ck,  Yosbergen,  "Weede,  Pruyssen,  Donckel  and 
Conders,  to  view  and  examine  them  and  to  rejjort.  The  said  Dep- 
uties of  their  High  Mightinesses  may  proceed  forthwith  thereupon. 


Thursday.  2  September,  1638. 
Heard  the  report  of  Mess'''  Arnhem,  Noortwyck,  Yosbergen, 
Weed,  Donckel  and  Conders  (M''  Pruyssen  having  gone  away)  who, 
pursuant  to  their  High  Mightinesses'  resolution  of  the  30"'  of 
August  last,  viewed  and  examined  the  Articles  and  Conditions 
agreed  to  by  the  Amsterdam  Chamber,  with  the  approbation  of 
their  High  Mightinesses,  according  to  which  the  respective  coun- 
tries and  places  in  New  Netlierland  and  its  circumjacents  should 
henceforth  be  traded  to.  frequented  and  inhabited.  Also  is  sub- 
mitted and  exhibited  to  the  Assembly  another  New  Project,  like- 
wise proposed  on  the  aforesaid  subject.    Which  being  taken  into 
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deliberation,  their  Iliiiii  Mightinesses  have  resolved  and  concluded 
to  hereby  declare  that  the  aforesaid  Articles,  drawn  up  by  the  Ani- 
sterdaru  Chamber,  are,  in  their  i)resent  form  not  adapted  to  the 
service  and  promotion  of  the  Colonies  of  New  Netherland:  and 
their  High  Mightinesses,  therefore,  resolved  that  the  said  drafted 
Articles  and  Conditions  be  again  returned  to  Sieur  Johan  de  Lael;, 
Director  of  the  AVest  India  Company,  to  which  is  to  be  adjoined  the 
aforesaid  New  Project,  to  be  connnunicated  to  the  Chamber  of  the 
West  India  Comi)any  at  Amsterdam,  and  to  tell  it,  on  the  i)art  of 
their  High  Mightinesses,  to  send  some  deputies  hither  by  Monday 
next,  the  vi""  instant,  in  order  that  the  entire  case  of  New  Nether- 
land  may  be  further  viewed  and  examined  with  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses' former  deputies:  their  joint  considerations  on  the  aforesaid 
subject  then  to  be  laid  before  their  High  Mightinesses'  Assembly, 
to  the  end  that  such  resolutions  on  the  planting  of  Colonies  and 
stocking  Cattle  in  New  Netherland,  may  be  adopted  as  shall  be 
found  to  be  most  for  the  service  of  this  iState  and  the  advantage  of 
Company. 


DIRECTORS    OF     THE    ENCKHUYZEN     CHAMBER    OF 
THE  WEST    INDIA  COMPANY    TO    THE  STATES 
GENERAL.       • 

EXCIIUYZEX,  IT'h.lAXUAKY,  AXXO  1639. 

High  axd  Mighty  Lords:  Your  High  Mightinesses'  letter, 
dated  31''  December,  1638,  with  the  annexed  memorial  of  the  Hon''''" 
M'  Spieringh,  Resident  of  the  Crown  of  Sweden,  was  handed  to  us  on 
the  13"'  inst,  but  the  previous  one,  dated  25"'  October,  has  not  been 
received.  As  soon  as  Ave  had  seen  the  tenor  of  your  High  Mighti- 
nesses" said  letter,  we  were  prepared  to  obey  your  High  Mightinesses" 
order  and  command,  and  with  that  view,  sent  an  express  innnedi- 
ately  to  Medenblick,  which  brings  us  the  following  information : 

That  on  the  arrival  of  the  ship  there,  our  brother  Director,  wish- 
ing to  attend  to,  and  take  care  of,  the  import  duty,  granted  and 
conveyed  by  your  High  Mightinesses  to  the  Company,  sent  for  the 
skipper  of  that  ship:  in  whose  absence  the  pilot  ai)peared,  and  being 
asked.  Where  he  came  from  and  what  his  freight  was  ?  answered. 
From  the  West  Indies,  and  the  cargo  tobacco.  Being  further 
asked,  respecting  the  quantity  thereof,  said  thereunto,  that  he  was 
not  obliged  to  give  that  information,  as  he  did  not  know  who  made 
the  inquiry.  The  quality  of  our  confrere  being  made  known  to 
him.  he  i)ersisted  in  his  previous  answer,  adding,  I  am  no  skipper, 
and  the  sliip  is  going  home  to  Sweden,  and  had  her  Majesty's  letters : 
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wliich  being  demanded,  were  refused  to  be  shown.  Whereupon, 
the  pilot  having  departed,  lie  returned,  shortly  after,  saying,  Our 
skipper  has  just  arrived.  Which  skipper  being  sent  for,  he  an- 
swered, Whoever  wants  to  speak  with,  or  has  any  thing  to  say  to 
me,  may  come  to  me;  so  that  tlie  Director  had  the  said  skipper 
summoned  by  the  city  marshal  to  produce  his  commission:  this 
liowever  he  would  not  do,  but  again  answered  as  above.  Such 
being  the  case,  tlie  ship  was  placed  under  arrest.  Notice  having 
been  given  us  tliereof,  we  immediately  sent  one  of  our  Chamber 
thither,  who,  with  the  Director  at  Medenblik,  spoken  to  the  skip- 
jjer.  lie  then  exhibited  his  commission  from  the  Crown  of  Sweden. 
This  done,  the  arrest  was  at  once  removed  and  he  was  allowed  to 
depart  with  the  ship,  as  soon  as  he  pleased;  whereupon,  he  took  his 
departure  witliout  any  discontent  or  verbal  protest.  Tliis,  Higli 
and  Mighty  Lords,  is  the  true  stale  and  circumstances  of  the  case 
regarding  the  above  mentioned  ship:  whereliy  your  High  Mighti- 
nesses can  preceive  liow  honestly  every  thing  was  transacted,  doubt- 
ing not  but,  after  this  information,  all  cause  of  dissatisfaction  will 
be  removed  from  tlie  Hon'''^  ilesidenfsmind;  which  you.  High  and 
Mighty  Lords,  will  please  to  promote  to  tlie  best  of  your  power. 

Herewith,  High  and  Miglity  Lords,  we  pray  God  according  to  our 
humble  supplication,  to  be  pleased  to  grant  your  High  Mightinesses, 
a  prosperous  government,  for  the  welfare  of  our  dear  fatherland. 

Your  High  Mightinesses'  Huniltle  Servants, 
The  Diretors  of  the  West  India  Company.  Cliamber  at  Enchuyzen. 
(Signedj  CODDE  ^'AN  DER  liURG. 

JACOB  VOLCKAERST  Z 

Sailmaker. 
Received,  31  January,  1639. 
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Freedoms  and  Exemptions  granted  and  accorded  by  the  Directors  of 
the  General  Incorporated  West  India  Company  at  the  Assembly  of 
the  XIX.,  with  the  approbation  of  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords 
estates  General  of  the  free  United  Netherlands,  to  all  Patroons, 
Masters,  or  Private  persons  icho  will  plant  any  Colonies  or  intro- 
duce cattle  in  Xetv  Xetherland.    Exhibited  19'"  July,  IG4.0. 

All  good  inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands  and  all  others  inclined 
to  plant  any  Colonies  in  New  Netherland  shall  be  at  liberty  to  send 
three  or  four  persons  in  the  Company's  ships  going  thither,  to  ex- 
5— Vol.  V. 
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amine  the  circumstiuices  there,  on  condition  lliat  they  swear  to  the 
articles  as  well  as  tlie  officers  and  seamen,  as  far  as  they  relate  to 
them,  and  pay  for  board  and  i)assage  out  and  home,  to  wit,  tliose 
who  eat  in  the  master's  cabin,  tifteen  stivers  per  day,  and  those  who 
go  and  eat  in  the  orlop,  shall  have  their  board  and  passage  gratis, 
and  in  case  of  an  attack,  offensive  or  defensive,  they  shall  be  obliged 
to  lend  a  hand  witii  the  others,  on  condition  of  receivinir,  should 
any  of  the  enemy's  shii)S  be  overcome,  their  share  of  tlie  booty  pro 
raUi.  each  according  to  his  quality,  to  wit — the  Colonists  eating  out 
of  the  Cabin  sliall  be  rated  with  the  seamen,  and  tlmse  eating  in  the 
cabin  witli  the  Company's  servants  wiio  bt)ard  there  and  have  tlie 
lowest  rate  of  pay. 

In  the  selection  of  lands,  those  who  shall  have  tirst  nctitied  and 
presented  themselves  to  the  Company,  whether  Patroons  or  private 
Colonists,  shall  be  preferred  to  others  who  may  follow. 

In  case  any  one  be  deceived  in  selecting  ground,  or  should  the 
place  by  him  chosen  afterwards  not  idease  him.  he  will,  upon  pre- 
vious representation  to  the  (governor  and  Council  then  beat  liberty 
to  select  another  situation. 

Eor  Patroons  and  Feudatories  of  New  Netherland.  shall  be  ac- 
knowledged all  such  as  shall  ship  hence,  and  plant  there  a  Colonie 
of  fifty  souls,  above  tifteen  years  of  age.  witliin  the  space  of  three 
years  after  having  made  a  declaration  and  given  notice  thereof,  to 
some  Chamber  of  the  Company  here  or  to  the  Governor  or  Council 
there:  namely,  one-third  part  within  the  year,  and  so  forth,  from 
year  to  year,  until  the  numlier  be  completed  ;  on  pain  of  losing, 
througli  notorious  neglect,  the  obtained  Freedoms  and  cattle.  ]jut 
they  shall  be  warned  tliat  tlie  Company  reserves  the  Island  Man- 
hattes  to  itself. 

All  Patroons  and  Feudatories  shall,  on  re(juestiiig  it,  be  granted 
Venia  Testandi.  or  the  ])Ower  to  dispose  of,  or  bequeath  liis  lief  l>y 
Will. 

For  Masters  or  Colonists,  shall  be  acknowledged,  those  who  will 
remove  to  NewNetlierland  with  rive  souls  above  fifteen  years  :  to  all 
such,  our  Governor  there  shall  grant  in  property  one  hundred 
morgens,  Rhineland  measure,  of  land,  contiguous  one  to  the  other, 
wherever  they  please  to  select. 

And  the  Patroons,  of  themselves  cr  by  their  agents,  at  the  places 
where  they  will  plant  their  Colonies,  shall  have  the  privilege  to  ex- 
tend the  latter  one  mile  (consisting  of,  or  estimated  at,  IGOU  Rhine- 
land  perches)  along  the  coast,  bay,  or  a  navigable  river,  and  two 
contiguous  miles  landward  in  :  it  being  well  understood,  that  no 
two  Patroonshii)s  shall  be  selected  on  Iwtli  sides  of  a  river  or  bay. 
right  opposite  to  each  other;  and  that  the  Company  retains  to  itself 
the  i»roperty  of  the  lands  lying  between  the  limits  of  tlie  Colonies, 
to  dispose  thereof  hereafter  according  to  its  pleasure  ;  and  that  the 
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Patruoiis  a  ad  Colonists  shall  be  oblined  to  give  each  other  an  out- 
let and  issue.  {wiUaweeghen  ende  lu/tteicateren)  at  the  nearest  place 
and  at  tlie  smallest  expense:  and  in  case  of  disagreement,  it  sliall 
be  settled  in  the  presence  and  by  the  decision  of  the  Crovernor  for 
the  time  being. 

The  Patroons  shall  forever  possess  all  tlie  lands  situatf'  witliin 
their  limits,  together  with  the  produce,  sui)erticies,  minerals,  rivers 
and  fountains  thereof,  with  high,  low  and  middle  jurisdiction,  hunt- 
ing, fishing,  fowling  and  milling,  tlie  1  aids  remaining  allodial,  but 
the  jurisdiction  as  of  a  perpetual  liereditary  fief,  devolvable  by  death 
as  well  to  females  as  to  males,  and  fealty  and  homage  for  wliicii  is 
to  be  rendered  to  the  Company,  on  each  of  such  occasions,  witli  a 
pair  of  iron  gauntlets,  redeemable  by  twenty  guilders  witliin  a  year 
and  six  weeks,  at  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX.,  here,  or  before  tlie 
Governor  there ;  with  this  understanding,  that  incase  of  division  of 
said  fief  or  jurisdiction,  be  it  high,  middle  or  low,  the  parts  sliall  be 
and  remain  of  the  same  nature  as  was  originally  conferred  on  the 
whole,  and  fealty  and  homage  must  be  rendered  lor  each  part  thereof 
by  a  pair  of  iron  gauntlets,  redeemable  by  twenty  guilders,  as  afore- 
said. 

And  should  any  Patroon,  in  course  of  time,  happen  to  prosper  in 
his  Colonie  to  such  a  degree  as  to  be  able  to  found  one  or  more 
towns,  he  shall  have  authority  to  appoint  officers  and  magistrates 
there,  and  make  use  of  the  title  of  his  Colonie,  according  to  the 
pleasure  and  the  quality  of  the  pensons,  all  saving  the  Company's 
regalia. 

And  should  it  happen  that  the  dwelling  places  of  private  Colonists 
become  so  numerous  as  to  be  accounted  towns,  villages  or  cities, 
the  Comjiany  shall  give  orders  respecting  the  subaltern  government, 
magistrates  and  ministers  of  justice,  who  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
said  towns  and  villages  in  a  triple  number  of  the  best  qualified,  from 
which  a  choice  and  selection  is  to  be  made  by  the  Governor  and 
Council ;  and  those  shall  determine  all  questions  and  suits  within 
their  district. 

The  Patroons  who  will  send  Colonies  thither,  shall  furnish  them 
with  due  instruction  agreeably  to  tlie  mode  of  government  lioth  in 
police  and  justice  established,  or  to  be  established,  by  the  Assembly 
of  the  XIX.,  which  they  shall  first  exhibit  to  the  Directors  of  the 
respective  Chambers,  and  have  approved  by  the  Assembly  of  the 
XIX. 

The  Patroons  and  Colonists  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending 
their  people  and  property  there  in  the  Company's  ships,  on  condi- 
tion of  swearing  allegiance,  and  paying  to  the  Company  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  people,  as  in  the  first  article,  and  for  freight  of  the 
goods  requisite  for  their  bouwery,  five  per  cent  on  the  cost  of  the 
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t>-oo(ls  lierp.  ^Yithout,  liowever,  includin,2:  herein  the  cattle,  on  the 
freiiilit  of  wliicli  tlie  Company  sliall  be  liberal. 

But  in  case  it  shoulil  come  to  pass  that  tlie  Comi)any  have  no 
ships  to  dispatch,  or  that  there  be  no  room  in  tlie  sailinc:  vessels,  in 
such  a  case  the  Patroons  and  Colonists  can  upon  previonsly  com- 
municating their  determination  to,  and  obtaining  the  consent  of 
the  Company  in  writing,  send  their  own  shii)S  thither.  i)rovided,  in 
going  and  retiirning.  they  shall  not  leave  the  ordinary  track  laid 
doAvn,  and  take  a  snpei'cargo.  whose  board  shall  be  at  the  expense 
of  the  Patroons  or  Colonists,  and  whose  wages  shall  be  i)aid  liy  the 
Com]iany:  on  ])ain,  in  case  of  contravention,  of  forfeiting  tlieir 
ship  and  goods  to,  and  for  the  behalf  of,  tlie  Company,  it  remaining 
optional  with  the  Patroons,  during  tlie  term  of  the  current  grant, 
and  no  longer,  to  convey  over  their  cattle,  wares  and  jieople  in  the 
Company's  shi])s,  in  their  own  or  in  cliartered  vessels. 

And,  whereas,  it  is  the  Company's  intention  first  to  settle  tlie 
Island  of  the  Manhattes.  it  shall  provisionally  be  the  staple  of  all 
jirodnce  and  wares  accruing  on  the  North  river  and  the  country 
thereabout,  before  they  can  be  sent  further,  except  those  which  by 
natiu-e  itself  are  u.seless.  there,  or  cannot  be  brought  there  except 
with  great  loss  to  the  owners,  in  which  case  the  latter  shall  be 
bound  to  give  timely  notice  of  such  inconvenience  to  the  Company 
here,  or  to  the  Governor  and  Council  there,  that  it  be  jn-ovided  for, 
according  as  the  circumstances  shall  be  found  to  require. 

All  Patroons,  Colonists  and  inhabitants  there,  as  well  as  the 
stockholders  in  the  Company  here,  shall  be  privileged  to  sail  and 
trade  to  the  entire  coast,  from  Florida  to  Xewfoundland.  on  the 
following  conditions : 

First,  that  all  goods  which  will  be  sent  hence  for  sale  there, 
whether  freighted  by  the  Company,  or  by  Colonists,  or  the  stock- 
holders themselves,  must  be  brougiit  into  the  Company's  stores  for 
inspection  and  payment  of  the  proper  duties,  to  wit :  ten  per  cent 
on  the  cash  cost  of  the  article  here,  besides  convoy-freight  and 
average,  an  agreement  being  made  for  the  freights  of  what  may 
be  sent  in  the  Company's  ships:  and  bulk  will  not  be  allowed  to 
be  broken  any  where  except  at  the  Manhattes,  or  such  i)laee  as  the 
Company  here  may  order,  so  as  to  be  at  liberty,  after  proper  ins]iec- 
tion  of  their  loading  and  the  entry  thereof,  to  depart  to  whatever 
place  they  think  proper. 

And  on  the  other  wares  which  will  be  sent  thence  hither,  shall  be 
paid  here,  over  and  above  the  convoy  duty  granted  by  the  State  to 
the  Company,  five  per  cent,  according  to  the  valuation  to  be  made 
here,  on  such  penalty  as  aforsaid:  but  an  agreement  must  be  made 
with  the  Governor  and  Council  there,  for  the  freight  of  any  of  the 
goods  that  are  being  sent  from  there  in  the  Company's  ships,  as 
aforesaid;  and  on  all  beavers,  otters  and  other  peltries,  which  will 
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be  sent  from  there  here,  shall  be  paid  to  the  Governor  and  Council 
there,  ten  per  cent,  all  iu  kind,  and  due  receipt  for  tlie  payment 
tliereof.  shall  be  brought  along,  on  pain  of  confiscation  of  all  the 
furs  which  -will  be  found  not  to  have  paid  any  thing  for  the  behoof 
of  the  Company,  and  with  that  to  be  exempt  from  furtlier  duty. 

And  in  case  said  private  ships,  in  going  or  coming,  or  in  ranging 
along  the  coast  from  Florida  to  Newfoundland,  happen  to  capture 
any  prizes,  they  shall,  in  like  manner  be  obliged  to  bring  the  same, 
or  to  cause  the  same  to  be  brought,  to  the  Governor  and  Council  iu 
New  Netherland,  or  to  the  Chamber  wlience  they  respectively 
sailed,  to  be  rewarded  by  them,  and  the  third  part  thereof,  shall  be 
retained  for  the  Company,  before  deducting  liis  Highness'  and  the 
State's  portion,  the  two  other  third  parts  for  themselves,  in  return 
for  their  incurred  exi)enses  and  risk,  all  in  pursuance  of  the  Com- 
pany's order. 

In  like  maimer  they  shall  not  Ije  at  liberty  to  depart  thence  with 
their  goods  obtained  in  barter,  witliout  first  returniiig  to  the  said 
place,  to  enter  their  goods  there  and  to  obtain  proper  clearance, 
signed  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  they  shall  be  bound  to 
return  to  this  country,  with  their  ships  and  yaclits,  to  the  place  they 
sailed  from,  in  order  to  discharge  all  their  freight  into  the  Com- 
pany's stores,  according  to  the  register  and  clearance  to  be  brought 
from  thence,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  their  ship  and  goods  for  the  Com- 
pany's belioof ,  sliould  they  go  and  break  bulk  elsewhere,  or  have  any 
unregistered  goods  on  board. 

The  Company  promises,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
charter  and  no  longer,  not  to  burden  tlie  Patroons  and  Colonists  iu 
that  country,  either  with  customs,  toll,  excise,  imposts  or  any  other 
contributions,  and  after  the  expiration  hereof,  at  farthest,  with  no 
great  duty  than  is  imiJosed  on  goods  in  this  country. 

Tne  Company  shall  not  take  from  the  service  of  the  Patro<nis  or 
Colonists,  their  man  servants  or  maid  servants,  even  tliough  some 
person  should  solicit  it;  nor  receive  them,  much  less  suffer  them  to 
go  from  their  master's  service  to  that  of  another,  during  the  term 
of  such  years  as  they  are  bound  for;  and  if  any  man  servant  or 
maid  servants  run  away,  or  take  his  freedom  contrary  to  contract, 
the  Company  shall,  according  to  its  means,  cause  such  to  be  deliv- 
ered into  the  hands  of  their  masters,  to  be  proceeded  against  ac- 
cording to  tiie  circuntstances  of  the  case. 

From  all  definitive  judgments  ])ronounced  by  the  Courts  of  the 
Patroons  or  Colonists,  for  an  amount  exceeding  one  hundred  guild- 
ers, or  from  such  as  entail  infamy,  also  from  all  sentences  pro- 
nounced in  matters  ci-iminal,  on  ordinary  i)rosecution,  conformalile 
to  the  custom  of /^his  country,  an  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  (Governor 
and  Council  of  t\\e  Comi)any  in  New  Xetherlaud. 

All  Patroons,  (jolonists  and  inhabitants  are  allowed  free  hunting 
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and  risliiii"-.  both  by  land  and  by  -vvatpr,  p-enerally  in  ]Miblic  woods 
;ui(l  livers  in  tlie  extent  of  tiieiv  lands,  aecordinij  to  tlie  order  to  be 
made  tliereniion  l)y  tlie  (Tovernov  and  Council;  and  the  Patmons 
exclusively -within  the  limits  of  their  Colonies,  with  tlie  clear  nnder- 
standinp:  that  the  Governor  and  Council  sliall  not  be  excdnded  there- 
from. 

All  Patroons.  inhabitants  or  Colonists,  are  also  allowed  to  send 
sliips  along-  the  coast  of  New  Xetherland  and  the  countries  circum- 
jaceiit  therennto.  to  fish  for  Cod.  Arc.  and  to  jiroceed  with  the 
catch  straiuiit  to  Italy  or  otlier  neutral  countries,  on  condition  of 
jiayiuL;'  to  tlie  Comi)aiiy  for  dnty.  in  sucli  case,  six  jruilders  i)er  last, 
and  OM  coming  here  with  tiieir  freight,  it  shall  be  allowable  and 
sutlicient  to  jiay  the  Comijany  tlie  custom  dues  alone,  without  con- 
veying, imder  ju-etenee  of  this  consent,  any  other  troods  elscAvhere, 
on  jiaiu  of  arbitary  i)unishment.  it  remaining  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Compauy  toi)ut  a  supercargo  on  board  I'ach  shij),  on  such  conditions 
and  terms  as  hereinbefore  set  forth. 

If  any  Patroons.  inhabitants  or  Colonists  hapjien  by  tlu^ir  indus- 
try, diligence  or  otherwise  to  discover  any  minerals.  i)recions  stones, 
crystals,  marbles,  pearlfisheries  or  such  like  within  the  limits  of 
their  lands,  all  such  Patroons  and  Colonists  shall  give  one-tifth  jiart 
of  the  iiett  ]iroceeds  to  the  Company,  which  for  this  ])uriiose  shall 
have  the  power  to  ai)poiut  one  or  more  insjiectors,  at  tlie  charge  of 
said  mines  and  ])earltishe]ies:  l»ut  any  one  finding  such  without 
their  limits,  the  same  shall  belong  to  the  Company  on  iia>ing  the 
discoveicr  snch  ]ireminm  as  tlie  merits  of  the  case  shall  demand. 

The  Com])any  shall  take  all  Colonists,  whetiier  fi'ee  or  bonnd  to 
service,  under  their  i)rotect ion.  defend  them  as  far  as  lies  in  their 
power  with  the  force  which  it  has  there,  against  all  domestic  and 
foreign  wars  and  violence,  on  condition  that  the  Patroons  and 
Colonists  shall,  in  such  case,  put  themselves  in  a  suitable  state  of 
defence  for  which  purpose  each  male  emigrant  shall  be  obliged  to 
]irovide  himself,  at  his  own  exjiense,  with  a  gun  or  musket  of  the 
Com]  any's  regular  calibre,  or  a  cutlass  and  side  arms. 

A>-  no  other  Religion  shall  be  pnbliciy  admitted  in  New  Xether- 
land ',  xcept  the  Reformed,  as  it  is  at  present  preached  and  practiced 
by  indilic authority  in  the  United  Xetherlands;  andfor  tliis  i)urpose 
he  C  I  miiany  shall  provide  and  maintain  good  and  suitable  preachers, 
schoohnasters  and  comforters  of  the  sick. 

The  ]iarticular  Colonies  which  hai^pen  to  lie  on  the  resjiective 
rivers,  bays  or  islands  shall  have  the  privilege  (to  wit.  each  river  or 
ishniii  for  itself)  of  desiLniating  a  dejiuty  wiio  shall  give  the  Gover- 
nor and  Coniu'il.  of  that  country  inl'ormation  respectinghis  Colonic, 
and  jiromote  its  interest  with  the  Council:  one  of  which  de])uties 
shall  lie  changed  every  two  years,  and  all  the  Colonies  shall  be 
obliged  to  communicate  to  the  Governor  and  Council  there  a  i^erti- 
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nent  report,  at  least  every  twelvemonths,  of  their  condition  and  of 
tlie  lands  in  their  vicinitj'. 

Tiie  Company  shall  exert  itself  to  provide  the  Patroons  and 
Colonists,  on  their  order,  with  as  many  Blacks  as  possible,  withont 
however  being  further  or  longer  obligated  thereto  than  shall  be 
agreeable. 

The  Company  reserves  unto  itself  all  large  and  small  tythes,  ail 
waifs,  tlie  rigiit  of  mintage,  laying  out  liighways,  erecting  forts, 
making  war  and  peace,  toM:etlier  with  all  wildernesses,  founding  of 
cities,  towns  and  churches,  retaining  the  supreme  authority,  sov- 
ereignty and  supremacy,  the  interpretation  of  all  obscuritv  which 
may  arise  out  of  this  Grant,  witii  such  understanding,  however, 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  alter  or  diminish  what  has  been 
granted  heretofore  to  tiie  Patroons  in  regard  to  high,  middle  and 
low  jurisdiction. 

Tiie  Company  shall,  accordingly,  appoint  and  keep  there  a  Gov- 
ernor, competent  Councillors,  Officers  and  other  Ministers  of  Jus- 
tice for  the  ])rotection  of  tlie  good  and  the  punishment  of  the 
wicked:  which  Governor  and  Councillors,  who  are  now,  or  may  be 
hereafter,  appointed  by  the  Company,  shall  take  cognizance,  in  tlie 
first  instance,  of  matters  appertaining  to  the  freedom,  supremacy, 
domain,  finances  and  rights  of  the  General  AVest  India  Company  ; 
of  complaints  which  any  one  (whether  stranger,  neighbor  or  inhab- 
itant of  the  aforesaid  country)  may  make  in  case  of  privilege,  inno- 
vation, dissuetude,  customs,  usages,  laws  or  pedigrees:  declare  tlie 
same  corrupt  or  abolisli  thein  as  bad,  if  circumstances  so  demand  : 
of  tiie  cases  of  minor  cliildren.  widows,  orphans  and  otiier  unfortu- 
nate persons,  regarding  wiiom  complaint  shall  tirst  be  made  to  the 
Council  holding  prerogative  jurisdiction  in  order  to  obtain  justice 
there:  of  all  contracts  or  obligations  :  of  matters  pertaining  to  pos- 
session of  benefices,  fiefs,  cases  of  leste  majestatis,  of  religion  and 
all  criminal  matters  and  excesses  prescribed  and  unchallenged,  and 
all  persons  by  prevention  may  receive  acquittance  from  matters 
tiiere  complained  of:  and  generally  take  cognizance  of,  and  ad- 
minister law  and  justice  in,  all  cases  appertaining  to  the  supremacy 
of  the  Company. 


MR.  SPIERIXGH  TO  THE  STATES  GENERAL. 


Hague,  S'l^  October,  1644. 
High  axd  Mighty  Loiids  :    Whereas  her  Royal  Majesty's  ship, 
the  Fiuiie.  coming  from  JS'oi-a  Suecia,  her  Boiial  Majestii''s  possession, 
freighted  witli  somepe'fri'es  and  tobacco,  has  arrived  in  the  country. 
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and  1,  desiriiip:  to  have  said  freifjlit  discliar^ed  here,  p^ave  notice,  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  trade,  of  said  cargo  at  the  customs  tliroug-h  my 
agent  at  Amsterdam,  -who  ai)]ilied  for  a  i)ermit  to  unload:  but  this 
was  refused  him,  and  he  was  referred  from  tliere  to  tlie  West  India 
Company:  this  astonished  me  not  a  little,  as  I  do  not  know  where- 
fore he  is  referred  from  one  to  tlie  other  wlien  the  customs  and 
duties  tliereof  are  offered  to  be  paid.  Tlierefore  I  would  hereby 
request  your  High  Mightinesses  to  be  pleased  to  give  such  orders 
and  instruction  to  wliomeso:-yer  has  cliarge  and  authority  over  the 
customs  and  duties  that  tliey  will  no  longer  refuse  to  allow  this  her 
Eoyal  Majesty's  ship  to  be  unloaded  and  discharged  in  due  course 
of  trade,  but  that  such  be  done  without  hinderance,  least  the  per- 
ishable goods  remain  on  board  to  their  damage:  exi)ecting  which 
speedily  from  your  High  Miglitinesses, 

I  wish  you  from  Almighty  God  a  prosperous  government,  remain- 
ing 

High  and  Miglity  Lords, 

Your  lligli  Mightinesses" 
Friend  and  dutiful 
(Signed  I  PETEll  SPIERIXGH  SILYERCPOEX, 

hereditary  Proprietor  of  Xorth  Holm. 
[op  ]S'or!<]t(iUc)u  ii-fijcsettcn.] 


RESOLUTIOX  OF  THE  STATES  GENERAL  OX  A 

FURTHER  MEMORIAL  OF  THE  SWEDISH 

RESIDEXT. 


Saturday,  15"'  Octcber,  1644. 
Read  to  the  Assembly  a  certain  additional  Memorial  presented  to 
their  High  Mightinesses  by  and  on  behalf  of  Ua^idcnt  SpierinnJi, 
stating  in  substance,  that  he  hath  seen  that  their  Iligli  Miglitinesses 
have  been  jyleased  to  resolve  that  copy  of  his  previous  Memorial  to 
their  High  Mightinesses,  presented  the  s'"  instant,  respecting  the 
discharging  her  Royal  Majesty's  shij)  the  Fame,  be  referred  to  the 
present  delegated  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  in  order 
to  furnisli  their  High  Mightinesses,  at  their  earliest  convenience, 
with  information  regarding  this  affair.  JSIr.  Spieringh  being  now 
aAvare  of  the  object  of  this  reference,  whicii  can  no  otherwise  be 
be  interpreted  than  as  tending  to  tlie  disrespect  and  disjiaragement 
of  her  Royal  Majesty,  cannot  therefore  accept  such  resolution  nor 
send  it  to  her  Royal  Majesty  (unless  on  refusal  of  any  other)  as 
it  Avill  surprise  her  to  learn  that  a  remonstrance  from  one  Sovereign 
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to  another  should  be  referred  to  private  individuals,  or  to  a  private 
Company  or  Board,  or  wliatever  else  it  mny  be  called,  totally  un- 
known, in  these  premises,  to  her  Royal  Majesty.  Their  High  Mighti- 
nesses have  i)laced  Mr.  iSpieringh's  aforesaid  Memorial  in  the  hands 
of  such  as  they  pleased,  but  he  expects  an  answer  and  resolution 
from  none  but  their  High  Mightinesses;  and  that  speedily,  accord- 
ing to  the  urgency  of  the  case,  in  order  to  discharge  the  aforesaid 
ship,  after  satisfying  the  customs,  according  to  the  usage  of  trade 
in  regard  to  other  foreign  independent  sovereigns:  or  that  their 
High  Mightinesses  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  him  the  rea- 
sons why  he  has  been  detained;  referred  from  one  to  the  other  to 
the  serious  damage  of  the  perishable  wares  which  are  lying  on  ship 
board,  and  of  others  now  bearing  high  price.  Which  being  consid- 
ered, it  is  resolved  and  concluded,  that  the  cargo  of  the  said  ship 
the  Fame  shall  be  regulated  as  regards  the  duties,  in  the  same  way 
as  those  of  the  French,  English,  Danish  and  other  foreign  nations 
that  bring  and  discharge  such  or  similar  cargoes  here;  to  wit, 
the  ordiniiry  import  duties,  and  in  addition  eight  per  cent,  both 
made  over  among  other  things  to  the  West  India  Comiiany  of  these 
ports,  in  place  of  subsidies;  all  in  conformity,  to  the  8"'  Article  of 
their  High  Mightinesses'  regulation  of  the  16"'  October,  1G37,  and 
their  confirmatory  resolution  of  the  24""  July,  IG-ll  ,following  there- 
upon . 


MR.  SPIERINGH  TO  THE  STATES  GEXERAL. 


Mr.  Peter  Spiring  Silvercroon,  hereditary  proprietor  of  Xorth 
Holm,  Councillor  of  Finance  to  her  Royal  Majesty  of  Sweden,  and 
her  resident  near  your  High  Mightinesses,  being,  at  his  request, 
in  conference  on  the  26"'  October  with  some  of  your  High  Mighti- 
nesses" Deputies,  proposed  that  he,  the  Resident,  be  furnished  with 
a  copy  of  your  High  Mightinesses'  resolution  of  the  1-5"'  October,  in 
answer  to  the  memorial  he  presented  relative  to  the  discharging  of 
her  Majesty's  SIup  the  Fame,  which,  coming  from  l\eLo  Stcedea,  had 
run  in  to  these  parts;  stating,  in  substance,  that  your  High  Might- 
inesses declared  the  cargo  of  the  above  named  ship,  the  Fame, 
should  be  regulated  in  regaid  to  duties,  the  same  as  the  ships  of  the 
French,  English,  Danish  and  other  foreign  nations  that  brhig  and 
discharge  such  or  similar  loading  here,  to  wit :  the  ordinary  im- 
port duty,  and  in  addition  8  per  cent,  both  made  over,  among  other 
things,  to  the  AVest  India  Company  of  this  Country  in  conformity 
to  your  High  Mightinesses"  resolution  in  this  regard.  To  which, 
your  High  Mightinesses"  resolution,  he,  the  Resitlent,  submitted. 
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that  whatever  tlie  French,  Eiiylish,  Daiiisli  and  otlier  foreicni  na- 
tions gave  or  did  not  .uive,  was  not  Itindinn'  on  him  as  he  was  sufter- 
inti'  on  his  own  merits  and  demerits,  whieh  remained  unaffected  and 
iindiminislied.  Moreovei ,  few  or  no  such  examples  could  l)e  jn'O- 
dnced  ;  and  even  if  tlley  were,  they  should  not  be  obligations  on  her 
Eoyal  Majesty,  or  even  otherwise  be  drawn  into  precedent :  that, 
on  examination  of  their  nature  and  circumstances,  it  might  be  found 
that  such  Frencli,  Eiiglisli  and  Danes  were  mere  private  persons,  and 
then,  still,  mere  inhabitants  of  these  countries,  who,  in  comi)arison 
with  her  Royal  Majesty's  shij).  her  Eoyal  Majesty's  i)roperty,  could 
not  come  into  any  consideration  or  be  cited  as  ])recedent :  and  with 
the  same  readiness  that  Frenchmen  and  Englishmen  are  instanced 
in  opi)osition  to  lier  Royal  Majesty  can  Swedes  be  equally  cited 
against  others. 

The  proposition  of  your  High  Miglitinesses'  Deputies,  that  her 
Eoyal  Majesty  should  pay  the  same  as  other  inhabitants  of  tliese 
countries,  the  Eesident  woidd  consider  very  strange,  as  an  attempt 
to  place  a  Sovereign  and  Crowned  head  on  a  level  witii  inhabit- 
ants of  this  State;  the  Resident  expected  greater  respect  would  be 
paid  her  Eoyal  Majesty  than  to  place  heron  an  equality  witii  ]»ri- 
vate  individuals.  If  this  State,  either  by  its  Ambassadors  or  others, 
had  made  or  submitted  any  reciuest  to  lier  Majesty,  he,  the  Resi- 
dent, was  convinced  that  in  such  or  like  cases.it  would  be  treated 
with  much  greater  resi)ect.  ^Moreover,  the  afoi'esaid  proposition 
was  altogetiier  difierent  in  ciiara.cter.  inasmuch  as  its  ol)ject  was  to 
inqiose  sid)sidies  and  contributions  on  her  Royal  Majesty  and  there- 
by tax  her  for  the  V)enetit  of  some  private  inliabitants  of  this  State; 
inasmuch  as  these  duties  were  not  contrilnited  to  the  State,  but  to  pri- 
vate i)ersons  who  were  simply  aut/iorized  thereunto,  and  wlio  were 
furnished  by  the  State  with  a  i)aper  cloak ;  and  therefore,  if  her  Maj- 
esty is  to  be  treated  in  all  cases  in  the  same  manner  as  the  inhabitants 
of  these  countries  (none  of  whom  is  understood  to  be  exempt),  then 
her  Royal  Majesty  must  even  so  be  released  from  such  duty,  or  must 
be  acknowledged,  not  only  to  ))e  exempt  from,  but  even  must  api)ro- 
priate.  such  imi)ost.  the  same  as  the  AVest  India  Comi)any,  wiiich 
consists  merely  of  jirivate  individuals.  Moreover,  your  High  Miglit- 
inesses had  no  more  right  to  declare  that  this  her  Royal  Majesty's 
shi])  should  pay  duty  to  a  AVest  India  Board,  than  to  an  East  India 
or  a  Greenland  Com])any,  or  any  other  set  of  individuals,  which 
would  be  without  end;  and  levied  and  extorted  with,  certainly,  as 
little  justice. 

Regarding  the  8  ])er  cent  in  addition  to  the  imjiortduty :  altliougli 
lie.  the  Resident,  did  not  agree  to  it,  he  nevertheless  proposed  this 
question  ;  whether  it  had  reference  to  the  principal,  the  risk,  the 
]n'olit,  the  entire,  or  what  else;  also,  if  tiie  valuation  of  the  goods 
was  to  apply  to  the  place  where  they  were  procured,  here  where  they 
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were  bought,  or  there,  where  they  would  be  consumed  :  your  lli^h 
Mightinesses  will  be  pleased  to  weijjh  all  the  points  and  justly  to  ex- 
amine this  case  ;  and  should  the  West  India  Company,  according  to 
its  i)leasure  and  resolution,  increase  tlie  value  and  duty,  your  Higli 
Miglitinesses  will  please  to  bear  in  mind,  what,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, liad  heretofore  occurred  i.i  Prussia,  with  her  Royal 
Majesty,  in  regard  to  the  licenses,  when  your  Iligli  Mightinesses' 
And)assadors  argued  and  maintained  that  her  Royal  M;ijesty  could 
not  levy  any  tolls  there. notwithstanding  her  Royal  Majesty  had  won 
those  countries  by  the  sword;  and  had,  moreover,  in  tliis  instance, 
especial  treaties  in  her  favor.  Although  it  was  tlien  pretended  that 
no  dutywas  imposed  on  the  goods  except  according  to  the  entry  of  the 
merchant  and  the  place  wliere  they  wn^e  loaded  and  purciiased  ;  for 
if  tlie  goods  were  nitedtoo  iiigh,  her  Royal  Majesty  must  l>e  obliged 
to  take  them  at  that  appraisal,  and  add  as  much  more  thereto  for  the 
protection  of  the  merchant ;  it  will  now,  on  the  contrary,  l)e  claimed 
witli  indeed,  less  justice,  that  the  West  India Comi)any  is  at  liberty 
to  value  tlie  goods  as  higli  as  it  chooses,  taking  the  i)ayment  in 
money  or  in  kind,  when  the  best  would  be  selected;  whereby  all 
would  be  converted  and  drawn  to  its  own  profit.  Besides,  the  West 
India  Comi)any  could,  with  so  much  the  less  grace  claim  any  duty, 
inasmuch  as  it  liad,  heretofore,  under  grant  from  her  Royal  Majesty, 
a  shaie  in  this  Swedish  Comi)any,  having  also  acknowledged  it  for 
an  absolute  and  free  Company;  and.  then, ships  from  the  Kingdom, 
from  Ken:  Siceclen,  having  sailed  and  Ijeen  loaded  and  discharged 
liere,  off  and  on,  were  never  subjected  to,  much  less  ])aid  such  duty; 
and  hence,  so  far  from  there  being  any  light  and  e(iuity  for  such  im- 
position, it  ought,  on  the  contrary,  now  to  be  considered  in  direct 
opposition  to  all  right  and  equity,  after  the  West  India  Company 
had  suri-endered  its  shares,  and  her  Royal  Majesty  had  bought  it  out 
and  exclusively  acciuired  those  shares  herself;  wherefore  nothing 
similar  coidd  now'  be  levied  by  virtue,  and  in  regard  of  said  pur- 
chase: And  still  so  much  the  less  so,  inasmuch  as  this,  her  Royal 
Majesty's  ship  had  traded  to,  and  came  from,  a  country  wliich  her 
Boija.l  Majesty  hail  riijhifulhj  purchased^  and  obtained  po.s.sT.s.s/oji  o/, 
frovi  the  right  owners;  where,  previously,  her  Royal  Majesty  had 
found  neither  ships,  commerce,  nor  trade,  but  had  established  them, 
and  had  erected  her  arms  tliere,  and  thus  had,  first,  reduced  every 
thing  to  order;  and,  accordingly,  no  i)erson  there  was  a  sulxject,  nor 
could  any  duty  reasonably  or  rightfully  be  claimed;  further,  this 
Royal  ship  ran  in  here  for  no  other  purpose  than  solely  with  the  in- 
tention to  revictual.  and  sail  to  the  Kingdom,  wlien  fully  loaded, 
but  in  consequence  of  the  trouble  and  war  which  has  arisen  be- 
tween the  Swedes  and  Danes,  she  must  remain  here,  and  is  unable 
to  complete  her  voyage  because  your  High  Mightinesses  did  not  ob- 
serve, according  to  the  letter  and  meaning,  the  well  e.stablished 
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alliaiici^,  tilt'  pui-poit  of  which  was  to  maintain,  against  all  force, 
reciprocally  and  on  both  sides,  tiie  freedom  of  navigation  and  com- 
merce in  the  East  and  Xorth  seas;  and  because  your  High  Mighti- 
nesses liad  acted  so  partially  herein. 

Further,  he  the  liesident  had  seen  by  a  sealed  Acte  of  the  13'" 
October  (being  your  High  Mightinesses'  abovenientioned  resolution 
of  the  15"' )  which  was  publislied  by  tlie  West  India  Company,  that 
tlie  latter  had,  in  quality  of  sovereign,  ])resumed  to  place  two  of  its 
people  as  keejiers  on  board  tlie  Poyal  ship,  and  lie  therefore  desires 
to  know  from  your  High  Mightinesses,  whether  or  not  that  was 
done  by  your  High  Mightinesses*  order  and  knowledge;  if  not,  if 
the  "West  India  Company  could  of  its  own  authority,  will  and  pleasure 
hostilely  usurp  such  pretension,  power  and  jnrisdiction,  it  could  not 
be  considered  other  than  an  arrogance  and  insolence,  disrespectful 
in  tlie  higliest  degree  to  lier  Royal  Majesty ;  if,  indeed,  it  were  done 
by  order,  and  with  the  knowledge,  of  your  IHgh  Mightinesses  (, which 
is  scarcely  credible)  your  IHgh  mightinesses  will  please  to  consider 
with  what  great  respect  your  High  Mightinesses'ships  have  ever  been 
treated  in  her  Royal  Majesty's  kingdom  and  within  her  jurisdiction  ; 
and  that  her  Royal  Majesty  never  expected  different  treatment  from 
your  High  Mightinesses;  that  the  shii)s  which  had  heretofore  con- 
veyed your  High  Mightinesses'  Amljassadors  to  Prussia  were  not 
once  ins])ected,  nor  detained,  nor  any  people  placed  on  board  of 
them,  although  they  were  laden  with  merchandse;  that  even  ihe 
ships,  which  went  to  fetch,  or  bring,  the  Ambassadors  back,  were 
not  examined;  such  ships  and  goods  were  also  passed  free  as  the 
Ambassadors  on  their  voyage  requested;  and  that  from  no  other 
motive  or  view,  than  simply  out  of  the  respect  entertained  for  your 
High  Mightinesses'  Ambassadors  and  this  State;  conti'ary  to  which, 
this  disrespect  is  now  exhibited  towards  this  her  Royal  Majesty's 
ship,  carrying  only  royal  freight.  But  should  your  High  Mighti- 
ness entertain  no  such  regard,  he,  the  Resident  nevertheless  requests, 
that  those  two  i)ersons  may  be  again  removed  from  the  vessel,  so 
that  no  fuither  inconvenience  or  mischief  may  accrue  to  her  Maj- 
esty's dignity  from  such  i)rejudicial  acts  and  liostilities  of  which, 
by  this  remonstrance,  he,  the  Resident,  will  then  be  blameless;  and 
as  a  further  security  that  no  fraud  shall  be  committed  on  the  cargo, 
he,  the  Resident,  as  her  Majesty's  Minister,  assures  your  High 
Mightinesses  that  a  list  thereof  shall  be  delivered  in,  if  your  High 
Mightinesses  require  it.  Provided,  nevertheless,  in  all  things  that 
he  the  Resident,  be  not  understood  as  paying  any,  even  the  smallest 
duty  from  this  her  Royal  Majesty's  ship,  as  well  for  reasons  above 
recited,  as  because  it  is  prejudicial  to  her  Majesty's  dignity;  con- 
trary to  the  alliance  and  opposed  to  the  intimacy  and  friendship 
which  were  therein  to  continue  between  her  Royal  Majesty  and 
your  High  Mightinesses;  and  therefore  expects  from  your  High 
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Mi.ditiiiesses  a  resolution  and  cjood  conclusion  on  this,  his  Remons- 
trance. Wishing  you  from  God  Almighty  a  long  and  i)ros])erons 
government. 

(Signed)  PETER  SPIERIXGH  SILYERCROOX 

hereditary  Pro])rietor  of  Xoith  Holm. 
Done  at  the  Hague  on  the  above  day  A",  16-44. 
Exhibited  29  October,  1844. 


REPORT  OF  THE   BOARD  OF   ACCOUXTS  OX   XEW 
XETHERLAXD.— 1644. 


liejjort  and  Advice  on  the  Condition  of  New  Netherlands  dniirn  up 
from  documents  and  papers  placed  by  commission  of  the  Assembly 
of  the  XIX.,  dated  15"'  DeC  IO44,  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Board 
of  accounts,  to  examine  the  same,  to  make  a  digest  thereof,  and  to  ad- 
vise the  Assembly  hoic  the  decay  there  can  be  jyreventtd,  popidatioa 
increased,  agriculture  advanced,  and  that  country  wholly  impivovcd 
for  the  Comp)any''s  benefit. 

Xew  Xetheuland.  situate  in  America,  between  English  Vir- 
ginia and  Xew  England,  extending  from  the  South  river,  lying  in 
34i  degrees,  to  Cape  Malabar,  in  tlie  latitude  of  41i  degrees,  was  tirst 
frequented  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  in  the  year  loi)8,  and 
especially  by  those  of  the  Greenland  Company,  but  without  making 
any  tixed  settlements,  only  as  a  shelter  in  the  winter.  For  which 
purpose  they  erected  on  theXorth  and  South  rivers  there,  two  little 
forts  against  the  incursions  of  the  Indians.  A  charter  was  after- 
wards, on  the  11'"  October,  1614,  granted  by  their  High  Mightinesses 
to  Gerrit  Jacobsz.  Witsen,  antient  burgomaster  of  the  city  of  Am- 
sterdam, Jonas  Witsz,  Symon  Morrisen,  Lamoert  van  Tweenhuy- 
zen,  Wessel  Schenck  and  associates,  all  inhabitants  of  these  parts, 
to  trade  exclusively  to  the  newly  discovered  countries,  situate  in 
America,  between  Xew  France  and  ViVginia,  and  now  called  Xew 
Xetherland,  to  resort  thither  exclusively  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
without  any  other  persons  being  able,  during  that  time,  to  frequent 
that  place  from  this  country,  on  pain  of  contiscation  of  ships  and 
goods,  and  a  tine  of  tifty  thousand  Xetherland  ducats. 

In  tiie  years  1622  and  1623,  tlie  West  India  Company  took  posses- 
sion, l)y  virtue  of  their  charter,  of  the  said  country,  and  conveyed 
thitlier,  in  their  ship,  the  Xew  Xetherland,  divers  Colonists  under 
the  direction  of  Cornells  Jacobsz.  Mey,  and  Adriaen  Jorissz.  Tien- 
point,  which  Directors,  in  the  year  1624,  built  Fort  Orange  on  the 
Xorth  River,  and  Fort  Xassau  on  the  South  River,  and  after  that, 
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ill  IGi'G.Fort  Amsterdam  on  tlieManliattt's.  In  all  which,, uarrisons 
were  continually  maintained. and  trade  was  carried  on  in  those  sev- 
eral districts  with  yachts,  sloops  and  other  craft.  And  in  the  year 
1629,  the  Freedoms  and  Exemptions  conceded  by  the  Hon''  Assem- 
bly of  tiie  XIX.  were  published,  with  their  Hish  Mightinesses'  ap- 
probation. Tiiereupon  divers  Patroons  and  Coloni.sts  resorted 
thither  and  endeavored  to  advance  agriculture  and  po])ulatiou.  For 
further  security,  Fort  Good  Hope  was  also  erected  in  IGo.'].  on  the 
Fresh  river.  But  said  iK)pulation  did  not  experience  any  special  im- 
pulse until  the  year  KioK,  when  the  Fur  trade  -with  the  Indians, 
which  had  been  previously  reserved  to  the  Company,  as  thrown 
free  and  open  to  every  body  ;  at  which  time  not  only  the  inhabitants 
there  residing  spread  themselves  far  and  wide,  but  evenn  ew  Colo- 
nists came  thither  from  Fatherland  :  and  tiie  neigldjoring  English, 
Ijotii  from  A'irginia  and  New  England  repaired  to  us.  So  that  in 
place  of  seven  Bouweries,  full  thirty  Avere  i)lanted  and  full  one  hun- 
dred more  expected  in  a  short  time  from  the  plantations  which  were 
taken  i\\r.  insomuch  that  there  was  every  api)earance  tliat  provisions 
might  be  furnished  in  two  or  three  years  for  ten  thousand  men. 

Although  the  hoi)e  was  now  entertained  that  t!ie  country  would 
by  such  means  arrive  at  atlourishing  pass,  yet  it  afterwards  appeared 
thattheabusesattendant  on  the  free  trade  was  thecause  of  its  ruin— 

Fir!<t :  l)ecause  the  Colonists,  each  with  a  view  to  advance  his  own 
interest.  sei)arated  themselves  from  one  another,  and  settled  far  in 
the  interior  of  the  Country,  the  better  to  trade  with  the  Indians, 
whom  they  then  sought  to  allure  to  tlieir  houses  by  excessive  famil- 
iarity and  treating.  By  this  course  they  brougiit  themselves  into 
disrepute  with  the  Indians,  who.  not  having  been  always  treated 
alike,  made  this  cause  the  enmity. 

Secondb/:  in  consequence  of  the  proximity  to  the  Indians,  wiiose 
lands  lay  unfenced,  the  cattle  belonging  to  our  people,  straying 
without  herdsmen,  seriously  damaged  their  corn  or  maize.  This 
occasioned  much  complaint,  and  no  redress  following,  they  re- 
venged themselves,  killing  both  the  cattle  and  horses. 

Thirdly:  not  only  the  Colonist-',  but  also  the  free  traders  pro- 
ceeding from  this  country,  Sold  for  furs  in  consequence  of  the  great 
profit,  fire-arms  to  the  Mohawks  for  full  400  men,  with  jiowder  and 
lead:  which,  being  refused  to  the  other  tribes  when  demanded,  in- 
creased the  hatred  and  enmity  of  the  latter. 

Fourthhj :  it  happened,  in  addition  to  this,  that  the  Director  had, 
a  few  years  after,  imposed  a  contribution  of  maize  on  the  Indians, 
whereby  they  were  totally  estranged  from  our  peoi)le. 

Hence  arose  divers  threats  and  injurious  occurrences,  whicli 
finally  broke  out  into  acts  of  hostility,  so  that,  first :  the  Karitan 
Indians  attempted  to  make  away  with  one  of  our  sloops,  and  after- 
wards killed  some  hogs  on  Staten  Island.    Whereupon  the  Director 
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disi)atcliL'd  ei.dity  soldiers  tliither  to  avenge  the  act.  who  burnt 
their  corn  and  killed  three  or  four  of  tlieir  people.  Both  sides  then 
desisted  from  further  proceedings. 

Xext  it  happened  that  a  "Wechquaeskeck  Indian  murdered,  about 
the  year  1G40.  an  old  man  in  liis  own  liouse  with  an  axe.  for  which 
no  satisfaction  having  been  afforded  by  the  tribe,  12  men,  chosen 
from  the  Commonalty,  afterwards  resolved,  in  tlie  year  1G42,  to  re- 
venge the  murder  by  oi^en  war:  but  nothing  was  done  at  the  time 
in  consequence  of  missing  tlie  enemy,  who,  observing  what  was  de- 
signed against  them,  sued  for  peace. 

Some  time  afterwards  the  Hackingsack  Indians  designedly  shot, 
with  an  arrow,  a  Dutchman,  wlio  sat  thatching  a  house.  The  Com- 
monalty were  very  much  troubled  at  this,  dreading  the  recurrence 
of  other  such  acts.  A;,d  wjiile  the  Director  was  seeking  in  vain  for 
satisfaction,  God  seemed  to  liave  taken  vengeance  on  those  of  Wit- 
queschack,  through  the  Maliikan  Indians,  who  surprizing,  slew- 
full  70  of  them  and  led  many  women  and  children  away  into  cap- 
tivity. Tiiis  obliged  the  remainder  to  tly  to  our  people  at  the  Man- 
hattans, wliere  they  were  received  into  the  houses,  and  fed  by  the 
Director  during  fourteen  days.  Shortly  after  this,  seized  with  an- 
otlier  panic,  they  fled  with  the  Hackingsack,  fully  a  thousand 
strong,  to  the  vicinity  of  tlie  fort,  and  over  the  river  Povonia. 
Some  of  the  12  men  perceiving  this,  the  Director,  on  the  petition  of 
three  of  tliem,  namely,  Jan  Janse  Damen,  Abriliam  Plangh  and 
Maryn  Adriaense  wlio  signed  in  tlie  name  of  tlie  entire  body,  au- 
thorized an  attack  on  the  abovementioned  Indians,  in  the  course  of 
the  night  between  the  27"'  and  28'"  of  February,  1643,  by  a  party  of 
soldiers  and  burghers,  who,  with  cruel  tyranny,  slew  bU  of  them, 
and  took  30  prisoners.  And  although  the  Commonalty  protested 
against  the  Director  and  the  aforesaid  three  persons,  on  account  of 
these  hasty  and  severe  proceedings,  as  having  taken  place  without 
their  knowledge  or  consent,  they  were  obliged,  notwithstanding,  to 
declare  open  war  against  full  eleven  tribes  of  Indians,  who  rose  in 
arms  on  that  account.  The  consequence  was  that  about  one  thou- 
sand of  these,  and  many  soldiers  and  colonists  belonging  to  us,  were 
killed.  xVlmost  all  the  bouweries  were  also  destroyed,  so  that  only 
three  remained  on  the  Manhattes,  and  two  on  Staten  Island,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  cattle  were  destroyed.  Whatever  remained 
of  these  had  to  be  kept  in  a  very  small  enclosure,  except  in  Kensse- 
laers  Colonie,  lying  on  the  North  river,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort 
Orange,  which  experienced  no  trouble  and  enjoyed  peace,  because 
they  continued  to  sell  fire  arms  and  powder  to  the  Indians  even 
during  the  war  against  our  people. 

The  Company  thus  experienced  the  greatest  destruction  and  dam- 
age, as  well  by  the  consumption  of  their  ammunition  and  the  ready 
money  expended  in  purchasing  this  at  a  high  rate,  as  by  reinforcing 
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the  fravrison,  by  tlie  enlisting  of  as  many  Englislimen  as  could  be 
hired  in  that  country  :  tifty  of  wiiom  the  Colonists  solemnly  engaged 
to  jiay,  but  tlie  payment  not  having  followed,  remained  as  a  charge 
ui)on  tlie  Company.  Those  indebted  to  the  Company  were  hereby 
finally  reduced  to  such  a  state  that  they  had  no  means  to  pay  their 
debts. 

To  remedy  this  great  decay,  various  suggestions  were  made  by 
the  Director  and  the  Commonalty. 

First,  tliat  to  restore  peace  and  quiet  throughout  the  land,  the 
Indians  who  had  waged  war  against  us.  should  be  wliolly  destroyed 
and  exterminated.  The  Director  demanded,  for  that  purjiose,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  soldiers,  armed  with  muskets  and  coats  of  mail, 
and  provided  with  sufticient  munitions  of  war:  inasmuch  as  he 
estimated  the  number  of  the  Indians,  our  enemies,  not  to  be  above 
three  hundred  strong.  Tlie  Commonalty,  maintaining  that  they 
were  some  thousands  strong,  considered  the  accomplishment  of 
such  a  proposal  impossible  :  they  were  of  oi)inion  that  it  Avould  be 
better  to  secure  public  tranquillity  by  a  general  peace.  They  have 
little  hope  of  this,  so  long  as  the  present  rulers  remain  there;  be- 
cause the  Indians  are  in  no  way  to  be  pacified  (as  they  themselves 
declare  to  cur's)  until  the  Dii'ector  is  removed  thence,  calling  daily 
for  Wouter,  Wouter — meaning  AVouter  van  Twiller. 

Secondly,  in  order  to  prevent  war  in  future,  the  Colonists  ought 
to  settle  nearer  each  other,  on  suitable  places,  with  a  view  of  being 
thus  formed  into  villages  and  towns,  to  be  the  better  able  to  protect 
each  other  in  time  of  need.  Being  separated  from  the  Natives 
will  prevent  the  cattle  damaging  the  corn  belonging  to  the  Indians, 
which,  added  to  excessive  familiarity  in  associating  with  them,  was 
tlie  cause  of  many  dithculties.  The  employment  of  Indians  as  do- 
mestic servants  will  thus  also  be  put  an  end  to. 

Thirdly,  for  better  security  against  enemies,  and  to  ensure  re- 
spect from  neighbors,  it  would  be  advisable  immediately  to  con- 
struct Fort  Amsterdam  of  stone ;  for  it  is  now  in  such  ruin  that 
men  pass  into  it,  over  the  walls,  without  making  use  of  the  gate ; 
tills,  according  to  the  calculation  of  the  Director,  would  cost  only 
20  to  25  thousand  guilders. 

Foicrtlily.  the  settlement  of  the  boundaries  between  the  English 
and  our  peojile  by  the  Crown  of  England  and  this  .State  ought  to  be 
urged  in  every  way,  in  order  to  prevent  all  difiiculties  with  that 
nation,  inasmuch  as  they  have  begun,  since  the  year  1633.  to  usurp 
the  Fresh  River,  notwithstanding  the  Company  had  previously 
taken  entire  possession  of  it:  and,  on  the  8""  .June,  Anno  1633  (be- 
fore any  Englishmen  had  ever  been  on  or  near  that  river),  purchased 
land  from  the  Indians  twenty  miles  up  the  same,  and  built  fort 
Good  Hope  thereupon  and  kept  ])Ossession  thereupon  with  our 
people.    After  which  time,  namely,  on  16""  September,  the  English 
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first  arrived  from  Xew  Plaimoutli  and  Mathuses  bny,  before  tint 
^  am  declared  they  w.sbed  to  erect  a  lodge  three  mile^^e  f 
Miuch  the  Commissary  residing  there  opposed  as  long  as  he  could  • 
but  was  r.ecessitated  to  permit  it  uz.der  protest,  accordi  'To  '/ 
s  ruct.nns.  Meanwhile  divers  letters,  protests  and  notice  we  e  ex" 
changed  between  their  Governour  and  our  Director.  And  i^^  fiivl" 
came  to  pass  that  they  came,  in  the  year  163.3  and  lG3(i,  up  t  e  afo 

there.  1.1  and  near,  even  on  the  land  situate  around  and  by  oT 

ort.and  the  property  of  u-hich  belonged  to  ns.     Wlucl  land  thev 

.Hve  parcelled  among  themselves,  endeavouring  to  pre  c^'  b     n.to  us 

laws,  because,  having  built  a  house  or  two  ^t  tl  e  mouth  o    the 

river     hey  p,etend  thereby  to  have  the  key  thereof.  ''" 

of^ll    r^'f  ''r;"f  ^''  ''''^'"^^^^'  *'"^'  ^"^  ^'^'^efit  of  that  country  first 
of  all,  to  facilitate  emigration  to  Xew  Netherlmds    •,.  i, ,  i  i 
done  a  long  time  since,  or  at  least  to  credit  t^ets  em  ertf     ^       ' 

enemy  can  be  kej.t  tatter  coiKealed.  '  "" 

Sn-cntUUf.  it  would  be  advuiita^cmis  f,.i-  n...  r-^ 

Ade'rs     T  ,1       ^"'"^:^^^^^  l-e  overvalued  or  monopolized  by  private 

ladeis.    But  if  private  individuals  are  allowed  to  continue  trailn^ 

a  fixed  price  ought  to  be  placed  on  their  imported  w-  re       Ti     ^' 

^eat.S7h^:;r^s;r"°^'^^"^^^-^" 
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land,  instead  of  being  a  source  of  profit,  lias  cost  the  Com])any. 
from  the  year  1620  to  the  year  1G44  inclusive,  over  550,0U(i  guilders, 
deducting  the  returns  received  therefrom.  It  would,  therefore,  be 
worth  considering  if  it  would  not  be  better  for  the  Com])any,  Ity 
abandoning  ]Srew  Xetherland.  to  rid  itself  of  such  heavy  exi)enses 
altogetlier,  than  by  retaining  it  to  continue  them. 

But  inasmuch  as  tlie  Company  has,  by  its  conceded  Fn^edoms, 
in-omised  to  take  all  Colonists,  as  Avell  freemen  as  servants,  under 
its  i)r()tection.  and  to  aid  in  defending  them  against  all  foreign  and 
domestic  wars  :  and  as  the  improvement  of  affairs  by  good  orders 
from  here,  and  better  government  there,  is  not  altogetlier  hopeless  ; 
so  that  this  place  may  be  preserved,  in  tiie  first  instance,  with  small 
prohts.  or  at  least  without  loss  ;  we  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  under 
correction,  that  the  Company  cannot  decently  or  consistently  aban- 
don it. 

With  a  view  to  come  at  sucli  orders  and  redress,  we  submit  to  the 
Honorable  Assembly  the  following  i)oints: — 

Firt-t  the  boundary  :  An  agreement  ouglit  speedily,  and  lirst  of  all, 
be  made  witli  the  English  hereui>on,  as  it  is  found,  that  in  consequence 
of  their  great  population,  they  daily  encro'ich  more  and  more  on 
our  territory.  That  being  hxed.  it  ought  to  be  conditioned,  tliat 
the  English  who  may  find  themselves  Avithin  our  district,  or  should 
desire  to  come  into  it,  shall  l)e  amenable  to  our  government  and 
acknowledged  only  as  original  subjects. 

SrrondJii :  the  country  ought,  in  every  respect,  be  again  reduced 
to  peace  and  quietness,  and  tiie  advice  of  the  present  Director, 
utterly  to  exterminate  all  enemies  by  force,  be,  by  no  means, 
adopted :  not  only  because  it  is  impossible  and  nnchristianlike  so 
to  do.  but  it  would  not  be  advantageous  to  the  Comi)any  to  incur  so 
great  an  expense  as  it  requires  on  so  imcertain  a  result  and  so  small 
an  appearance  of  profit.  And,  therefore,  they  should  not  deem  it 
impolitic  to  ado]it  the  advice  of  the  Commonalty,  and  to  endeavor, 
by  all  possiVde  means,  to  conciliate  and  to  satisfy  tlie  Indians  by  re- 
calling the  Director  and  Council,  who  are  responsible  for  that 
bloody  proceeding  of  the  28"'  February,  1G43,  that  they  may  justify 
and  vindicate  their  government  before  the  Hon''"=  Assembly  of  tlie 
XIX..  in  whose  stead  a  person  ought  to  be  sent  thither  as  Director, 
endowed  with  sufficient  qualities  to  ]iromote.  on  the  one  side,  the  in- 
terests of  the  Company  and  the  welfare  of  tlie  Commonalty,  and  to 
maintain,  on  the  other,  good  coiTesi<ondence  with  the  neighboring 
people,  and  especially  with  the  Indians. 

ThinVy  :  it  would  be  advisable  to  cari-y  out  and  put  into  practice 
the  plan  of  the  Director,  already  alluded  to.  that  the  Colonists 
should  settle,  a  certain  number  of  families  together,  on  some  of  the 
most  snitable  places,  in  the  form  of  hamlets,  towns  and  villages,  as 
the  Endish  are  wont  to  do.  who  therebv  live  more  securely  :  and 
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such  was  the  Company's  intention  in  the  granting  of  the  ])rinted 
Freedoms  and  amplitication  thereof. 

Fourthly :  it  will,  first  of  all.  be  necessary  to  hasten  the  repair  of 
fort  Amsterdam.  And  we  are  of  opinion  that  this  will  be  effected 
in  a  proper  and  in  the  cheapest  manner,  witli  good  clay  and  firm 
sods.  The  soldiers,  Ijy  some  presents,  could  be  encouraged  There- 
unto and  obliged  to  keep  it,  for  tiie  future,  hi  good  repair.  The  Di- 
rector ought  to  be  particularly  commanded  to  pay  strict  attention 
thereto. 

F  if  tidy :  we  are  of  opinion,  under  correction,  that  for  the  security 
of  the  aforesaid  tort,  and  of  such  other  place  as  might  require  it, 
the  persons  specified  in  the  annexed  list  would  be  sufficient,  on  such 
allowances  as  are  thereunto  adjoined.  .Superadding  that  the  Colo- 
nists and  their  servants  should,  under  certain  penalties,  be  obliged 
to  provide  themselves  with  good  firelocks  and  other  weapons  for 
their  own  defence.  Also,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  themselves,  in 
time  of  need,  with  the  assistance  of  the  garrison,  against  a  general 
attack,  without  the  Director,  Colonists,  or  any  person  whatsoever, 
having  the  power  to  enlist  any  soldiers,  be  they  few  or  many,  at  the 
Comi)any's  expense. 

Sixthly :  a  C^ouncil  ought  to  be  established  there  to  consist  of  three 
persons,  namely,  the  Director  as  President,  the  Vice  and  the  Fiscal, 
as  assistants.  By  wliicli  Council  shall  be  treated  and  deciiled  all 
cases  relating  to  the  police,  justice,  dignity  and  rights  of  the  Com- 
pany. With  this  understanding,  however,  that  in  criminal  cases 
the  Commander  shall  take  the  place  of  tlie  Fiscal,  with  the  addition, 
also,  of  two  capable  members  of  the  Commonalty.  Further,  as  tlie 
respective  Colonies  are  allowed  by  the  28'"  article  of  the  Freedoms 
to  delegate  one  or  two  persons  to  report  their  state  and  condition  to 
the  Director  and  Council,  at  least  once  a  year,  so  are  we  of  opinion 
that  the  said  delegates  should,  moreover,  assemble  every  six  months, 
at  the  summons  of  the  Dii'ector  and  Council,  for  mutual  good  un- 
derstanding and  the  general  advancement  of  the  public  welfare,  to 
aid  in  advising  them,  besides,  upon  all  affairs  relating  to  the  pros- 
perity of  their  Colonies,  the  conciliation  of  the  Indians  and  neigh- 
bors, the  maintenance  of  the  Freedoms  and  Privileges,  the  removal 
of  all  abuses  and  the  support  of  the  laws  and  statutes.  Also,  to 
observe  that  the  Amsterdam  measure,  ell  and  weight  shall  be  used 
throughout  the  entire  country. 

Seventhly:  Particular  i)rovision  must  be  made  for  the  vigorous 
encouragement  of  the  population  and  cultivation  of  the  soil.  It 
will  be  promoting  this  object  to  afford  as  many  facilities  as  possible 
to  emigrating  Colonists  and  freemen,  wlio  are  inclined  to  go  thither  ; 
and  to  cause  them  to  settle  down  first  on  the  Island  of  Manhattes. 
Allowing  them  as  much  land  as  they  will  be  able  to  cultivate, 
whether  in  raising  tobacco,  whereunto  that  Island,  on  account  of 


84  PAPEES  EELATING  TO  THE 

its  great  fertility,  is  considered  well  adai)ted ;  or  g'rain  and  other 
crops  from  which  tliey  will  exi)ect  to  derive  the  .cfreatest  iirotit. 

And  for  the  advancement  of  the  cnltivation  of  the  land  there,  it 
would  not  be  unwise  to  allow,  at  the  request  of  the  Patroons,  Colo- 
nists and  other  farmers,  the  introduction,  from  Brazil  tliere.  of  as 
many  >iegroes  as  they  would  be  disi)Osed  to  pay  for  at  a  fair  i)rice ; 
which  Nejj^roes  would  accom])lisli  more  work  for  their  masters,  and  at 
a  less  expense,  than  farm  servants,  who  must  be  liribed  to  go  tliither 
by  a  great  deal  of  money  and  jn'omises. 

EighthUj :  in  order  to  encourage  i)opulation  still  more,  we  would 
advise  that  it  were  best  to  confine  the  trade  with  the  Indians  exclu- 
sively to  the  Patroons,  Colonists  and  free  people  who  reside  there, 
without  permitting  any  commission  merchants  (commisaie  rucrdcrsj 
to  traffic  in  any  manner  with  the  Indians;  but  to  be  satislied  with 
the  exchange  of  their  cargoes  for  the  jieltries,  tobacco,  wheat  and 
other  country  i)roduce  of  the  free  inhabitants. 

But  it  should  be  absolutely  f  jrbidden  that  eitlier  freemen  should 
sell  to  the  Indians,  or  commission  merchants  to  freemen,  any  arms 
or  munitions  of  war,  on  a  certain  heavy  ])enalty  to  be  tliereunto 
enacted,  lest  the  Indians,  deriving  strength  from  sucli  a  trade,  may, 
in  course  of  time,  be  encouraged  to  do  us  more  harm  than  tliey  can 
now.  in  their  impotency,  intiict.  But  it  will  suffice  that  eacli  of  the 
free  inhabitarits  shall  be  provided  \Mth  a  good  gun  and  side  arms, 
for  self-defence,  as  hereinbefore  laid  down  in  the  o"'  ])oint  :  which 
arms  ought  to  be  inspected  by  the  Director  every  six  months. 

And  for  the  greater  encouragement  of  tlie  good  i)eoi)le  of  >,'ew 
Xetherland,  it  is  submitted  that  the  lion'''"  Asst'inbly  take  into  con- 
sideration whether  it  would  not  tend  to  tlie  advantage  of  those  pos- 
sessions to  allow  all  resident  Patroons  and  Colonists  to  ex])ort  their 
produce  to  Brazil,  under  proper  duty  and  toll,  as  tlour,  oatmeal,  iteas, 
beans,  pijje  staves,  planks,  square  and  other  timber,  fit  for  the  build- 
ing of  ships  and  houses,  abound  there.  Also,  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  fisheries  there,  that  they  and  none  other  be  allowed  to  sell  at 
the  Eecief.the  fish  and  caviare  which  are  caught,  cured  and  i)acked 
in  that  country.  And  that  those  of  New  Xetherhuid  shall  also  be 
permitted  to  take  salt  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  in  the  vicinity  of  >Siara, 
or  in  the  West  Indies,  for  the  i)urpose  of  salting  green  or  dry  fisli. 
Also  to  erect  i)ans  in  New  Netherland  to  refine  salt,  and  adapt  it  for 
use  with  fish  and  meat,  as  fine  salt.  And  on  arriving  in  Brazil, 
they  shall  be  bound  to  deliver  every  thing  into  the  Company's  store, 
and  on  ])ayment  of  the  proper  duty  and  toll,  Avhether  in  money  oi- 
kind,  to  dispose  of  the  same  :  without  exporting  any  money  thence, 
but  taking,  as  a  return  cargo,  staves,  sugar,  confectionary .  ginger, 
tobacco, cotton  and  other  ])roduce  of  the  country,  with  juoper  entries 
thereof,  both  as  to  quality  and  (luantity;  and  therewith  to  sail  di- 
rect to  New  Netherland,  without  touching  at  any  port  on  the  way, 
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to  sell  or  barter  any  part  thereof,  under  any  pretence  whatsoever. 
Wherefore  they  sliould  receive  a  supercargo  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
pany to  make  a  report  of  tlie  whole  to  it,  and  to  return  in  the  next 
ship  from  NeAV  Xetherland  to  Brazil.  And  for  the  iirevenlion  of  all 
further  smuggling,  tlie  skippers  must  be  obligated,  on  i)ain  of  loss  of 
the  sliij)  and  cargo,  to  toucli  at  Paraiba.  after  being  inspected  at  the 
Recief,  in  order  to  be  again  visited  there  on  the  Comi)any"s  behalf. 

Which  trade  being  thus  adjusted,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  the 
Conipany  to  lie  burdened  with  any  further  equipments  or  the  pur- 
chase of  cargoes  ;  it  will  be.  moreover,  relieved  from  numerous  ser- 
vants required  therefor.  The  garrison  being  to  be  rationed  at  their 
own  expense,  will  be  amjily  supplied  for  that  purpose  with  necessa- 
ries by  the  freemen  and  inliabitants  there. 

But  in  order  to  meet  the  expenses  which  the  Company  lias  to  incur, 
for  the  support  of  the  garrison  and  the  other  servants,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  keep  a  shar])  eye  on  the  receii)t  of  the  duties,  tolls  and 
other  dues,  already  ijnposed  and  yet  to  be  imposed  on  the  exported 
and  imported  goods.  From  which,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  ex- 
ix?nses  to  be  incurred  by  the  Company  can  be  fully  defrayed,  with 
the  hope  of  greater  and  moie  ample  profit,  by  the  increase  of  the 
population. 

Estiruate  of  the  expenses  which  the  Compamj  would  have  to  bear  in 
JS'ewNctkerlandfor  the  followinej persons  to  he  rationed  at  their  own 
expense. 

1  Director,  whose  monthly  salary  should  be  fl.2o0,  to  board 

himself,  is  yearly, 11.3,000 

1  .Second,  and  factor  and  receiver,  at  ti.  120  per  month,  as 

'i^t)ve, 1^440 

1  Fiscal,  (7f  tl.  60  per  month,  as  above 7i>() 

1  Secretary,  who  is  also  to  keep  the  book  of  monthly  wages, 

per  month  fl.  60, 720 

1  Connnissary  of  the  merchandise  and  store  goods,  @  fl.  60 

per  month, 72o 

1  Assistant  of  the  merchandise  and  store  goods,  (a>  fl.  25  per 

n^O"tli, 300 

1  Clergyman,(?^fl.  120  per  month, 1,440 

1  Schoolmaster,  precentor  and  sexton,  (rt.  fl.  30, 360 

1  Gunner,  (rti  fl.  20, 240 

1  Provost  or  marshal,  C«fl.  15, LSo 

1  Cor])oral.  with  a  soldier  to  clean  the  arms,  being  also  a 

smith,  ('/  fl.  15  per  month lyo 

1  Commander, (o  fl.  60  per  month, 720 

1  Ensign,  (7/  fl.  45, 540 

2  Serjeants,  (a  fl.  25  each, .' OOO 

2  Corporals,  («  fl.  18  each, 432 
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1  Diummer,  («'  11.  13, fl.  150 

4  Cadets,  (a  fl.  15  each, 72U 

40  Soldiers,  («  A-  13  each, G,240 

1  Surgeon  for  the  soldiers,  (a  11.  25, 300 

1  Skii)per  on  the  sloop,  (7i  11.  25 300 

4  Matrosses,  (a  11.  per  month  each, G24 

1  Boy,  (a  11.  9  per  month, lOS 

09  persons,  amount  yearly  to 11.20,040 

The  mills  there  must  be  leased. 

These  officers  and  sei-vants  would  be  sufficient  for  the  business  ; 
and  carpenters,  masons,  smiths  and  such  like  oug-ht  all  to  be  dis- 
charged, and  left  to  work  tor  whomsoever  will  pay  them. 


THE  STATES  GENERAL  TO  THE    ASSEMBLY   OF    THE 

XIX. 


To  the  Assemhhj  of  the  XIX.  of  the  West  Imlid  Company,  the  :?1"  of 

April,  JG4.',. 

The  States,  etc. 

The  representations  and  com]>laint  to  us  of  Ilr.  Spierwgh  tho 
Xorsliohn,  the  Queen  of  Sweden's  resident  here,  relative  to  your 
])roceedings  'iithe  matter  of  interfering  with  the  cargo  of  the  Royal 
ships  the  Calmer  sleutcl  and  Fania,  coming  from  Xejva  Succia,  a  dis- 
trict in  the  ])ossession  of  her  Royal  Majesty,  which  vessels  ran  in 
here  and  broke  bulk,  you  will  be  able  to  see  from  the  annexed  papers, 
copies  of  the  said  Mr.  Spieringh's  memorial  and  of  the  pieces  there- 
unto appended,  this  day  presented  to  us,  which  we  have  hereby  re- 
solved to  send  to  you,  desiring  and  requesting  that  the  said  laden 
goods  and  merchandize  of  the  aforesaid  two  shiv)s,may  be  discharged 
without  making  any  further  difficulty  therein  ;  our  previously  re- 
peated resolution  and  order  remaining  in  force  and  effect,  respecting 
the  eight  per  cent  in  question,  hereinbefore  imposed  and  exacted  on 
all  other  such  wares  and  merchandise  for  the  benelit  of  your  Com- 
pany.    Whereui)on,  relying,  etc. 

Done  21^'  of  April,  1645. 


COLONIES  OX  THE  DELAWARE. 
MR.  SPIERINGII  TO  THE  STATES  GENERAL. 


The  Hague,  31^'  of  July,  1G45. 

High  akd  Mighty  Lords  :-0n  the  27^"  instant  I  represented 
to  your  Hish  Mightinesses  that  my  factor  at  Harlingen  was  called 
on'bv  the  Board  of  Admiralty  at  that  place  to  pay  the  import  du- 
ties (co)u-ov)  on  the  freights  of  the  royal  ships  the  Cahnersleutel  and 
Fama,  wh'ich  I  have  already  once  paid  to  the  West  India  Company 
at  Amsterdam,  as  appears  by  the  annexed  authenticated  copy,  the 
original  whereof  remains  with  me ;  and  as  my  said  factor  at  Har- 
lingen still  remains  impeded,  and  what  has  once  been  paid  cannot 
again  be  craved,  I  have  to  request  your  High  Mightinesses  to  be 
pleased  to  cause  the  said  Board  of  Admiralty  at  Harlingen  to  be 
forthwith  notified  to  desist  from  this  or  farther  pretences,  and  not 
to  give  my  factor  any  further  trouble  or  inconvenience  in  this 
matter.    Which  expecting, 

I  wish  God  Almighty  to  grant  you  a  long  and  prosperous  reign, 

remaining. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

Your  High  Mightinesses'  affectionate 
(Signed)  PETER  SPIERINGH  SILYERCROOX, 

hereditary  proprietor  of  North  Hohn. 


Copy.  Ai^pendix.    Eeceived  sr'  of  Jidy,  IG45. 

5'b  of  July,  1645,  at  Amsterdam. 
Sieur  Lucas  Arentsz,  Agent  of  Resident  Spierinck,  received  here 
the  foUowmg  parcels  of  Tobacco  and  Beavers  which  were  brought 
in  the  subjoined  two  Swedish  ships  from  the  limits  of  the  Incon.o- 
rated  West  India  Company  in  those  countries,  to  wit : 

In  the  ship  the  Fame. 

10  cases  containing  2137  pieces  of  Beavers,  which  valued 

at  7  guilders,  amount  to, fl.  14,959 

Whereof  the  import  duty  is  2  stivers  on  every  six 

guilders'  value, ^-       ^49    6 

Item,  105  tubs  of  leaf  tobacco,  weighing,  to- 
gether, gross. 28,319  fts. 

wliereof  deduct,  for  tare,  being  69  fts.  per 
tub, 6.300  fts. 

Remains, 22,019  ft s. 
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And  t'l'Din  tlie  Sliii>  tlie  Cahmr.^kukJ. 

738  rolls, 53.100  ttis. 

For  sticks  off,  estimated  at  •'>  ])()iuids  per  lull,   4.()98  t1>s. 


iiett,  ....  48.402  }t>s. 

Total, 70.421  it,s. 

Wliereof  the  customs  amount  to  li  stiv.  per  pound,  .    .  11.    4.401     6 


11.    4.650  12 


Thus  done,  counted  and  settled  witli  Sieur  Lucas  Arentsz,  above 
named,  in  the  presence  of  and  before  the  undersigjied  Directors  of 
the  Chamber  at  Amsterdam  and  North  quarter  in  Amsterdam,  the 
.5'"of  July,  of  tlie  vear  1645. 

(Signed]  MARCUS  DE  VOGELAAR. 

FLOORIS  IIUYCH. 
LUCAS  ARENTSZ. 

The  four  thctusand  six  hundred  a)id  tifty  guilders  twelve  stivers, 
contained  in  the  present  account,  are  received  Ijy  us  undersigned  in 
our  aforementioned  (luality  for  the  said  West  India  Company  from 
the  hands  of  Sieur  Lucas  Arentsz.  aforesaid,  in  the  name  as  above ; 
promising  to  guarantee  and  release  him  herein  from  all  demands 
under  bond  of  the  property  and  effects  of  the  aforesaid  Conijiany. 

In  witness  whereof  is  this  signed,  in  Amsterdam,  the  5"'  day  of 

July.  1645,  and  was  subscribed. 

MARCUS  Y()(4ELAAR, 

FLOORIS  IIUYCII. 

Agrees,  after  collation,  with  its  Original,  dated  and  subscribed 
as  above. 

(Signed)  J.  IIAYELAAR, 

Notary  public. 
Done  at  tlie  Hague  the  xxix  July,  NYI.  hundred        1645  ^\ 
five  and  forty. 


INSTRIX^TIONS    TO    THE    DIRECTOR    GENERAL    AND 
COUNCIL  OF  NEW  NETIIERLAND. 


Instmction  nf  the  JJcpidics  in  the  Ai^acmhly  of  the  XIX.  of  the  Gen- 
crul  Incorporated  We.^t  Iiulia  Comjiunij.  for  tlie  Director  and 
Coit.nciJ  of  Xeic  Xetherland.,  according  to  vlitch,  tliey  are  provision- 
«?///,  and  until  further  order,  to  reriidate  themselves. 

The  supreme  government  in  tlie  countries  of  New  Netherland. 
shall  consist  of  three  i)ersons.  namely :  the  Director  as  President, 
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I)is  "\'ice  and  the  Fiscal.  l)y  whom  occuiTinti:  inattcvs  aj)]iertaiiiing 
to  the  polit'e.  justice,  militia,  dignity,  and  rights  of  tlio  Oonipany. 
sliall  be  treated  and  decided,  each,  nevertheless,  heinij  bound  to 
vindicate  liis  own  commission. 

AVith  this  understanding,  however,  that  in  all  cases  wherein  the 
Advocate  ti.scal  shall  be  bound  to  prosecute,  whether  civilly  or  crim- 
inally, for  the  preservation  of  the  right  of  the  sui)reme  government 
or  tlie  Company,  the  military  command  shall  succeed  to  his  ])lace, 
and  in  criminal  cases,  two  capable  persons  from  the  Commonalty 
shall,  moreover,  be  joined  from  tlie  district  or  Colonic  where  the 
crime  or  deed  was  committed. 

Kegardingthe  jn-osecution  of  the  settlement  of  the  limits  l)etween 
New  Ketherland  and  tlie  English,  it  is  not  yet  determined  to  proceed 
therein:  but  tlie  Director  and  Council  are  enjoined  to  see  that  the 
English  do  not  incroach  further  on  the  Company's  lands.  Mean- 
Avhile.  tliey  are  to  try  if  tlie  settlement  of  the  limits  cannot  be  ar- 
ranged yonder  with  the  aforesaid  English,  and  if  these  are  found  so 
inclined,  advice  thereof  shall  be  sent  here  by  the  first  op])ortunity. 
together  with  ])ertiiient  information  wliat  extent  of  the  Comjiany's 
lands  the  English  i)ossess.  in  order  to  be  instructed  thereujion.  when 
seen  :  all.  with  this  understanding  however,  that  the  aforesaid  Eng- 
lish Avho  are  at  ])resent  and  have  settled,  within  the  Company's  dis- 
trict, or  who  will  be  disposed  to  come  and  settle  therein,  must  be 
subject  to  the  Comi)any"s  government  there,  and  to  that  end  take 
the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  High  and  ]\Iighty  Lords  States  General  and 
the  West  India  Company,  and  consequently  be,  at  the  same  time, 
accounted  in  no  otlier  Avise  than  as  original  subjects. 

In  order  to  reestablish  peace  and  quietness,  in  the  country,  they 
shall  endeavor,  by  all  possible  means  to  pacify  and  give  satisfaction 
to  tlie  Indians ;  and  the  Director  and  Council  are  enjoined  to  pro- 
mote, on  the  one  side,  the  Company's  interest  and  the  welfare  of  the 
Commonalty,  and  on  the  other  hand,  to  maintain  good  correspond- 
ence Avith  the  neighbors,  and  especially  with  the  Indians. 

They  shall  endeavor  as  much  as  possible,  that  the  colonists  settle 
themselves  with  a  certain  number  of  families  on  some  of  the  most 
suitable  jilaces,  in  the  manner  of  villages,  towns  and  hamlets,  as  the 
English  are  in  the  habit  of  doing,  who  thereby  live  more  securely: 
tliis  was  also  tlie  Company's  intention  Avhen  it  granted  the  hereto- 
fore printed  Freedoms,  and  the  amplification  thereof. 

The  aforesaid  Director  and  Council  shall  speedily  advance  the  re- 
pairs of  Fort  Amsterdam,  for  which  purpose  it  is  thouglit  to  be  best, 
and  least  expensive  to  tlie  Company,  to  have  it  re])aired  v  ith  clay, 
earth  and  firm  sods,  and  that  efforts  be  made,  by  some  presents,  to 
encourage  the  soldiers  thereto,  and  to  oblige  them  to  keep  it  in  per- 
manent repair.  Also.asitisof  the  highest  importance  to  the  colonists 
to  have  a  good  and  safe  retreat  in  case  of  necessitv  (which  God  for- 
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bid),  tliey  ought  to  be  induced,  for  tliis  once,  to  assist  the  work ;  and 
the  Director  is  commanded  to  pay  strict  attention  in  future  to  tiie 
ordinary  repairs. 

The  ])ersons  liereinafter  specified,  shall  be  maintained  tor  garrison- 
ing the  fort,  at  such  allowance  as  shall  be  most  advantageous  to  the 
Company,  and  for  greater  security,  the  Colonists  and  their  servants 
shall  be  bound  under  certain  i)enalty,  to  provide  themselves  with 
good  guns  and  other  arms  for  their  defence,  in  order  to  be.  with  the 
garrison  in  time  of  need,  a  watch  against  any  general  attack,  with- 
out the  Director,  colonists  or  any  other  person  whatsoever,  having 
the  power  of  enlisting  any  soldiers,  be  they  few  or  many,  at  tlie  Com- 
pany's expense. 

Further,  inasmuch  as  the  resjiective  colonies  were  allowed  l)y  the 
Freedoms,  to  commission  one  or  two  persons,  to  inform  the  Director 
and  Council,  at  least  every  twelve  months,  of  the  state  and  condition 
of  their  Colonies,  tlie  .same  is  again  conhrmed. 

The  Director  and  Council  shall  cause  the  Colonists  and  freemen 
to  settle,  tirst  of  all,  on  the  Island  Manhattes  and  point  out  to  them 
as  much  land  as  they  shall  be  able  to  cultivate,  either  in  ])lanting 
tobacco  or  grain  or  any  other  crops  to  which  the  soil  isadai)ted.  and 
from  which  they  will  expect  to  be  able  to  derive  the  largest  i^rolit. 

And  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture  there,  it  is  deemed  pro])er  to 
permit,  at  the  request  of  the  Patroons,  colonists  and  other  farmers, 
the  conveyance  thitlier  of  as  many  Negroes  as  tliey  are  willing  to 
purcliase  at  a  fair  ])rice:  and  the  Director  and  Council  shall  notify 
the  Assembly  liereof  every  year,  when  further  order  shall  be  taken 
regarding  the  transport  of  Negroes  thither. 

And  although  it  is  proposed,  for  the  greater  encouragement  of  the 
population,  to  reserve  the  trade  witli  the  Indians  exclusively  to  the 
Patroons.  Colonists  and  free  farmers  resident  there,  without  ]>ermit- 
ting  any  im])ort  merchants  [jjermissie  vaerders)  to  carry  on  any  in- 
terior trade  with  said  Indians,  it  is,  nevertheless,  resolved,  as  regards 
this,  to  adhere  to  the  existing  practice,  but  the  Director  and  Council 
shall  take  information  liereupon.  to  serve  as  advice  to  the  Assembly. 

The  aforesaid  Director  and  Coimcil  shall  pay  strict  regard  tliat  no 
arms  or  munitions  of  waj'  shall  be  sold  by  the  freemen  to  the  Indians, 
nor  by  the  import  merchants  to  the  freemen  or  Indians  upon  certain 
heavy  penalties  to  be  thereon  enacted,  but  the  freemen  who  shall 
require  any  thing  of  the  sort,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  procure  them  from 
the  Company's  store,  on  the  order  of  the  Directors  and  Council. 

And  whereas  the  Company  hath  now  resolved  to  throw  open  to 
private  i)ers()ns  the  trade  which  it  hath  exclusively  carried  on  with 
New  Netherland.  and  to  emi)Ower  the  respective  Chambers  of  the 
Company  to  give  jiermission  to  all  ])rivate  inhaliitants  of  tliese  coun- 
tries to  sail  with  their  own  ships  to  New  Netherland,  the  "\'irginias, 
the  Swedish,  English  and  French  colonies,  the  Bermudas  or  any 
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other  places  situate  thereabouts,  according  to  the  drafted  regulation, 
they  shall,  therefore,  strictly  observe  and  cause  to  be  observed,  that 
tlie  contents  thereof  shall  be  attended  to,  as  much  as  is  in  tlieir 
power,  ])roceediiig  against  the  coutraveners,  agreeably  to  the  first 
article  of  tlie  charter,  and  the  tenor  of  the  regulation  already  enacted, 
or  to  be  hereafter  made,  and  regarding  the  recei])ts  of  duties,  tolls, 
and  other  customs  already,  or  to  be  hereafter,  imposed  as  well  on 
exported,  as  on  imported,  goods,  for  so  much  thereof  as  shall  have 
to  be  paid  in  that,  and  not  in  this,  country. 

All  which  Points  and  Articles  the  Director  and  Council  shall  l»e 
bound  to  observe  and  to  follow,  as  closely  as  possible,  regulating 
themselves  further  according  to  the  Instructions  heretofore  given  for 
the  government  of  those  countries,  so  far  as  they  are  not  by  these 
presents  altered,  or  may  not  be  hereafter  changed,  which  power  this 
Assembly  reserves  unto  itself. 

Thus  done  and  resolved  in  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX.  of  the  Gen- 
eral lncori)orated  West  India  Company  in  Amsterdam,  in  the  year 
1645.  tlie  7'"  of  July.  Was  paraphed.  Hern  van  der  Capellen  toe 
llvssel.    Under — 13v  order  of  the  same. 

(Signed)  GYSBERT  RUDOLPHY. 

Enregistered  in  the  Acte-hoek  of  the  States  General,  on  the  26  July, 
1646. 


COMMISSION  OF   PETER   STUYVESAXT  AS   DIRECTOR 
GENERAL  OF  XEW  XETHERLAXD. 


Commission  for  Petrus  Stuyvesant  as  Director  on  the  Coast  of  New 
yetherland  as  well  as  the  Island  of  Curagao  and  the  2jlaces  there- 
upon depending. 

The  States  General  of  the  LTnited  Netherlands  to  all  those  to 
Avhom  these  Presents  shall  come,  or  who  shall  hear  them  read, 
Healtli.  Be  it  Knoavn  :  Whereas  We  have  deemed  it  advisable 
for  the  advancement  of  the  affairs  of  the  General  Incorporated 
West  India  Company  not  only  to  maintain  the  trade  and  popula- 
tion on  the  coast  of  New  Netherland  and  the  places  situate  there- 
about: also,  the  Islands  Cura9ao,  Buenaire,  Aruba  and  their  de- 
pendencies, which  have  hitherto  been  encouraged  thither  from  this 
country,  but  also  to  make  new  treaties  and  alliances  witli  foreign 
princes  and  to  inflict  as  much  injury  as  possible  on  the  enemy  in 
his  forts  and  strongholds  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land;  for  whicli  pur- 
poses it  becomes  necessary  to  appoint  a  person  Director:  We, there- 
fore, confiding  in  the  probity  and  experience  of  Petrus  Stuyvesant, 
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fonneily  entrusted  witli  Uur  affairs  in.  and  the  y'overnment  of.  the 
aforesaid  Island  of  Curacao  and  the  phices  tliereon  depending.  We, 
beinij  well  i)leased  with  his  services  there,  liave  connnissioned  and 
ai)i)ointed,  and  by  these  ])resents  do  connnission  and  appoint  the 
said  Petrus  Stuyvesant.  Director  in  the  aforesaid  coimtries  of  New 
Xetherland,  and  the  places  thereunto  adjoining,  together  wit li  the 
aforementioned  Islands  of  Curasao.  Beiniaire,  Aruba.  and  their  de- 
pendencies; to  administer,  with  the  Council  as  well  now  as  liere- 
after  aiipointed  witli  him.  the  said  otiice  of  Director,  both  on  water 
and  on  land,  and  in  said  (juality.to  attend  carefully  to  the  advance- 
ment, juomotion  and  preservation  of  friendshiii.  alliances,  trade 
and  commerce:  to  direct  all  matters  ai)pertaining  to  traffic  and 
war,  and  to  maintain,  in  all  things  there,  good  order  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Netherlands  and  the  General  West  India  Com- 
])any:  to  establish  regularity  for  the  safeguard  of  the  places  and 
forts  therein ;  to  administer  law  and  justice  as  well  civil  as  criminal ; 
and,  moreover,  to  jierfonn  all  that  concerns  his  office  and  duties  in 
accordance  with  the  Charter,  and  the  general  and  particular  in- 
structions herewith  given,  and  to  be  hereafter  given  him,  as  a  good 
;uk1  faithful  Director  is  l)ound  and  obliged,  by  his  oath  in  Uur  hands 
to  do:  "Which  done.  We,  therefore,  order  and  command  all  otlier 
officers,  common  soldiers,  together  with  the  iidiabitants  and  natives 
residing  in  the  aforesaid  places  as  subjects,  and  all  whom  it  may 
concern,  to  acknowletlge,  resi)ect  and  ol)ey  the  said  Petrus  Stuyvc- 
sant  as  Our  Director  in  the  countries  and  i)laces  of  New  Nether- 
land,  and  in  the  Islands  of  Cura^-ao,  Beunaire,  Aruba,  and  their 
dejtendencies,  and  to  aftord  all  help,  countenance  and  assistance  in 
the  performance  of  these  things,  as  We  have  found  the  same  to  be 
tV)r  the  advantage  of  the  Company.  Done  in  Our  Assembly  at  the 
Hague,  on  the  xxviii.  July,  lG-i6. 


JOURNAL  OF  NEW  NETHERLAND. 

Written  in  the  years  JC41.  1G^2,  IC43,  IG44,  IG45  and  1641. 


Brief  Descriptifm  of  JS^ew   Netherland. 

New  Netherland.  so  called  because  it  was  first  frequented  and 
peopled  by  the  free  Netherlanders,  is  a  i)rovince  in  the  most  north- 
erly part  of  America,  situate  between  N.  England  (which  bounds  it 
on  the  N.  E.  side)  and  A^irginia,  lying  to  the  S.  W.  Its  entire 
length  is  washed  by  the  ocean  and  has  a  clean  sandy  beach  resem- 
bling very  much  that  of  Flanders  or  Holland,  having,  except  the 
rivers,  few  bays  or  harbors  for  ships.     The  air  is  very  temperate,  in- 
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cliniiic;'  to  dryness,  healtlily,  little  subject  to  sickness.  The  four 
seasons  of  tlie  year  are  about  as  in  France  or  the  Xetlierlands;  the 
difference  beinj?,  the  spring  is  shorter,  because  it  begins  later;  the 
sununer  is  hotter,  because  it  comes  on  more  suddenly  :  the  autumn 
is  long  and  very  i)leasant :  the  winter  cold  and  liable  to  much  snow. 
Two  wijids  ordinarily  i)revail,  tlie  X.  W.  in  winter,  and  the  S.  AV. 
in  sununer;  the  other  winds  are  not  common;  the  X.  W.  corre- 
sponds witli  our  X.  E.,  because  it  blows  across  the  country  from 
the  cold  i)oint,  like  our  X.  E.  The  S.  AV.  is  dry  and  liot  like  our  S. 
E.,  because  it  comes  from  the  warm  countries;  the  X.  E.  is  cold 
and  Avet  like  our  S.  W..  for  similar  reasons.  The  aspect  of  the 
country  is  very  like  that  of  France;  the  land  is  reasonably  high 
and  level,  to  wit,  along  the  coast,  broken  by  small  hills  w'hich  are 
rocky  and  unlit  tor  cultivation ;  further  in  the  interior  are  pretty 
higli  mountains,  exhibiting  generally  strong  indications  of  miner- 
als ;  between  those  mountains  riow  a  great  number  of  small  streams  : 
there  are  even  in  places,  some,  but  not  many,  lofty  mountains  of 
extraordinary  height;  m  fertility, the  country  falls  behind  no  prov- 
ince in  Europe  both  as  to  excellence  and  cleanness  of  fruits  and 
seeds.  Tiiere  are  three  i)rincipal  rivers,  namely  :  tlie  Fresh,  the 
Mauritius,  and  the  South  rivers  ;  all  three  reasonably  wide  and 
deep,  adapted  to  the  navigation  of  large  ships  twenty-five  leagues 
up,  and  of  common  sloojis  even  unto  the  falls :  a  canal  extends  from 
the  river  ]Mauritius  to  beyond  the  Fresh  river,  and  forms  an  island 
forty  leagues  in  length,  called  Long  Island.  This  is  the  ordinary 
passage  from  X.  England  to  Virginia,  having  on  botli  sides  many 
harbors  for  anchorage,  so  that  people  make  no  dilficulty  about  navi- 
gating it  in  winter.  The  country  is  for  the  most  part  covered  w'ith 
trees,  except  a  few  valleys  and  some  large  fiats,  seven  or  eight 
leagues  and  less  in  extent;  the  trees  consist  as  in  Europe,  of  oak, 
hickory,  chestnut,  vines.  The  animals  also  are  of  the  same  species 
as  ours,  except  lions  and  some  other  strange  beasts ;  many  bears, 
abundance  of  wolves,  which  harm  notliing  but  small  cattle.  Elks 
and  deer  in  vast  numbers,  foxes,  beavers,  otters,  minx,  and  such 
like.  The  fowls  which  are  natural  to  the  country  are  turkeys,  like 
ours,  swans,  geese  of  three  sorts,  ducks,  teals,  cranes,  herons,  bit- 
terns ;  two  sorts  of  partidges,  four  sorts  of  heath  fowl  or  pheasants. 
The  river  fish  is  like  that  Of  Europe,  namely:  carp,  sturgeon,  sal- 
mon, pike,  perch,  roach,  eel,  etc.  In  the  salt  waters  are  found  cod, 
shellfish,  herring,  and  so  forth ;  also  abundance  of  oysters  and  mus- 
cles. 

The  Indians  are  of  ordinary  stature,  strong  and  broad  shouldered ; 
olive  color,  light  and  nimble  of  foot ,  subtle  in  disposition .  of  few  words, 
which  they  ])reviously  well  consider  ;  hypocritical,  treacherous,  vin- 
dictive, brave  and  pertinacious  in  self  defence  ;  in  time  of  need,  reso- 
lute to  die.     Tliey  seem  to  despise  all  the  torments  that  can  be 
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inflicted  on  them,  and  do  not  utter  ii  single  moan,  tliey  go  almost 
naked,  except  a  flap  wliicli  hangs  before  their  nakedness,  and  on 
tlieir  shoulders  a  deer  skin,  or  a  mantle,  a  fathom  scpiare,  of  woven 
turkey  feathers,  or  of  peltries  sewed  together;  they  make  use  now 
generally  of  blue  or  red  (duffels),  in  consequence  of  the  frequent 
visits  of  the  Christians.  In  winter  they  make  shoes  of  deer  skin, 
manufactured  after  their  fashion.  Except  their  chiefs,  they  have 
generally  but  one  wife  whom  they  frequently  change  according  to 
caiuice  :  she  must  do  all  tlie  work,  plant  corn  and  cut  wood,  and  at- 
tend to  whatever  else  is  to  Ije  done.  The  Indians  are  divided  into 
various  nations.  They  differ  even  in  language,  which  would  be  al- 
together too  long  to  be  related  in  tiiis  brief  space.  They  dwell  to- 
gether, mostly  from  friendshii),  in  tribes  commanded  by  a  chief, 
who  is  the  General,  and  usually  called  Sackema :  he  does  not  possess 
much  authority  and  but  little  distinction,  unless  in  tlieir  dances  and 
other  ceremonies.  They  have  hardly  any  knowledge  of  God ;  no 
Divine  Worship,  no  law,  no  justice :  the  strongest  does  what  he 
pleases,  and  the  young  men  are  masters.  Their  weapons  are  the  bow 
and  arrow,  in  the  use  of  whicli  they  are  wonderful  adepts.  Hunt- 
ing and  tishiug,  in  addition  to  the  maize  which  the  women  plant, 
furnish  them  food. 

By  Whom  and  Hmr  Kcw  Nethcrland  vas  fieopled. 

The  subjects  of  the  Lords  States  General,  had  fre(iuented  this 
country  a  long  time  ago,  solely  for  the  pur])0.se  of  the  fur  trade. 
Since  the  year  1623,  the  Incorporated  "West  India  Company  caused 
four  forts  to  be  erected,  two  on  the  Kiver  Mauritius,  and  one  on 
each  of  the  others:  tlie  largest,  which  their  Honors  named  Xew 
Amsterdam,  stands  on  the  point  formed  by  the  Mauritius  and  the 
other  river  already  mentioned ;  six  and  thirty  miles  higher  up,  is 
another  fort  called  Orange  ;  that  on  tlie  south  river  is  named 
Nassauw,  and  that  on  the  Fresh  river,  the  Good  Hope,  in  which 
the  Company  hath  since  continually  maintained  garrisons.  In  the 
beginning,  their  Honors  sent  thither  a  certain  number  of  settlers, 
and  caused  to  l)e  erected  at  great  expense,  three  saw  mills,  which 
never  realized  any  profit  of  consequence,  on  account  of  their  great 
charge ;  a  great  deal  of  money  was  also  expended  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  country,  but  it  never  began  to  be  settled  until  every 
one  was  ])ermitted  to  trade  with  tlie  Indians,  inasmuch  as.  up  to 
that  time,  no  one  calculated  to  remain  there  longer  than  the  exiiira- 
tion  of  his  bounden  time,  and  therefore  did  not  apply  himself  to 
agriculture  ;  yea,  even  the  Colonie  of  Renselaerswyck  was  of  little 
consequence.  But  as  soon  as  the  trade  was  opened,  many  servants 
who  had  pros])ered  under  tlie  Company  applied  for  their  dischari^e, 
built  houses  and  formed  plantations,  spread  themselves  far  and  wide, 
each  seeking  the  best  land,  and  to  be  nearest  to  the  Indians,  in  order 
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thus  to  trade  Mith  them  advantageously ;  others  bought  sloops  with 
which  to  sell  goods  at  the  north  and  at  the  south,  and  as  the  Di- 
rectors gave  free  passage  from  Holland  thither,  that  also  caused 
many  to  come.  On  the  other  hand,  the  English  came  Vjoth  from 
Virginia  and  N.  England,  on  account  of  the  good  opportunity  to 
plant  tobacco  here  ;  first,  divers  servants,  whose  time  had  expired  ; 
afterwards,  families,  and  finally,  entire  colonies,  having  been  forced 
to  quit  that  place,  in  order  to  enjoy  freedom  of  conscience,  and  to 
escape  from  the  insupportable  government  of  New  England,  and  be- 
cause many  more  commodities  were  to  be  obtained  here  than  there, 
so  that  in  place  of  seven  bouweries  and  tiro  @  three  plantations,  which 
were  here,  thirty  bouweries  were  to  be  seen  as  well  cultivated  and 
stocked  as  in  Europe,  [and]  one  hundred  plantations  which,  in  two 
or  three  [years]  would  become  regular  bouweries,  for  after  the  to- 
bacco was  out  of  the  ground,  corn  was  planted  there  -without  plough- 
ing, and  the  winter  was  employed  preparing  new  lands.  The  Eng- 
lish colonies  had  settled  under  us  by  patent  on  equal  terms  vrith  the 
others.  Each  of  these  was  in  appearance  not  less  than  one  hundred 
families  strong,  exclusive  of  the  Colonie  of  Rensselaerswyck,  which 
is  prospering,  with  that  of  Myndert  Meyndertsz  and  Cornelis  Melyn, 
who  began  first.  Also  the  Village  of  N.  Amsterdam  around  the 
fort,  one  hundred  families,  so  that  there  was  appearance  of  produc- 
ing supplies  in  a  year  for  fourteen  thousand  souls,  without  straight- 
ening the  country,  and  had  there  not  been  a  want  of  laborers  or 
farm  servants,  twice  as  much  could  be  raised,  considering  tliat  fifty 
lasts  of  rye  and  fifty  lasts  of  peas  were  still  remaining  around  the  fort , 
after  a  large  quantity  had  been  burnt  and  destroyed  by  the  Indians, 
who  in  a  short  time  quickly  In-ought  tliis  country  to  nought  and  had 
well  nigh  destroyed  this  bright  hope,  in  the  manner  following. 

7  he  Causes  and  Conseqiience  of  the  New  Netherland  War. 

We  have  already  stated  that  the  Liberty  to  trade  with  the  Indians 
was  the  cause  of  the  increase  of  population  in  N.  Netherland.  We 
shall  now  show  that  it  also  is  the  cause  of  its  ruin  ;  producing  two 
opposite  eifects,  and  that  not  without  reason  as  will  appear  from 
what  follows. 

This  Liberty,  then,  which  in  everj'  respect  was  most  gratefully  re- 
ceived ;  which  should  have  been  used  like  a  precious  gift,  was  very 
soon  perverted  to  a  great  abuse.  For  eveiw  one  thought  that  noAv 
was  the  acceptable  time  to  make  his  fortune;  withdrew  himself 
from  his  fellow,  as  if  deeming  him  suspected  and  the  enemy  of  his 
desire,  sought  communication  with  the  Indians  from  whom  it  ap- 
peared his  profit  was  to  be  derived,  all  contrary  to  their  High 
Mightinesses'  motto.  That  created  first,  a  division  of  power  of 
dangerous  consequence ;  then  produced  altogether  too  much  famili- 
arity with  the  Indians,  which  in  a  short  time  brought  forth  con- 
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tem])t.  usually  the  Father  of  Hate.  For,  not  satisfied  with  mere]}- 
takinif  them  into  tlieir  houses  in  tlie  customary  manner,  tliey  at- 
tracted them  by  extraordinary  attention,  such  as  admitting  them  to 
Tal)le,  laying  na])kins  betore  them,  presenting  Wine  to  them  and 
more  of  that  kind  of  thing,  which  they  did  not  receive  like  Esop's 
man,  but  as  their  due  and  desert,  insomuch  that  they  were  not  con- 
tent, but  began  to  hate,  when  such  civilities  were  not  shown  them. 
To  this  familiarity  and  freedom  succeeded  another  Evil:  as  the 
cattle  usually  roamed  througli  the  Woods  Avithout  a  Herdsman,  they 
frequently  came  among  the  corn  of  the  Indians  which  was  unfenced 
on  all  sides,  committing  great  damage  there:  this  led  to  frequent 
comjjlaints  on  tiie  part  of  the  latter,  and.  finally,  to  revenge  on  the 
cattle,  witliout  sjjaring  even  the  horses  which  were  valuable  in  the 
country.  ]SIoreover,  many  of  cur's  took  the  Indians  into  their  em- 
ploy, making  use  of  them  in  their  house  w^ork ;  thus  exposing  to 
them  our  entire  circumstances  ;  soon  becoming  weary  of  work,  the 
Indians  took  leg-bail  and  stole  much  more  than  the  amount  of  their 
wages.  This  Liberty  caused  still  greater  mischief :  for  the  inhab- 
itants of  Renselaerswyck,  who  were  as  many  traders  as  i)ersons, 
perceiving  that  the  Mohawks  were  craving  for  guns,  which  some  of 
them  had  already  received  from  the  English,  paying  for  each  as 
many  as  Twenty  Beavers  and  for  a  pound  of  powder  as  many  as  Ten 
to  Twelve  guilders,  came  down  in  greater  numbers  than  usual  where 
guns  were  ])lenty,  purchasing  them  at  a  fair  price,  realizing  in  this 
way  considerable  profit ;  they  afterwards  obtained  some  from  their 
Patroon  for  self  defence,  in  time  of  need,  as  we  suppose.  This  ex- 
traordinary gain  was  not  long  kept  secret,  the  traders  coming  from 
Holland  soon  got  scent  of  it,  and  from  time  to  time  brought  over 
great  quantities,  so  that  the  Mohawks  in  a  short  time  Were  seen 
with  fire  locks:  powder  and  lead  in  proportion.  Four  hundred 
armed  men  knew  how  to  make  use  of  their  advantage,  esi)ecially 
against  their  enemies,  dwelling  along  the  River  of  Canada,  against 
whom  they  have  now  achieved  many  profitable  forays  wiiere  before 
tiiey  had  but  little  advantage;  this  caused  them  also  to  be  respected 
by  the  surrounding  Indians  even  as  far  as  the  Sea  coast,  who  must 
generally  pay  them  tril)ute,  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  for- 
merly obliged  to  contribute  to  tliese.  On  this  account  the  Indians 
endeavored  no  less  to  procure  Guns,  and  tln-ough  the  familiarity 
which  existed  between  them  and  our  people,  began  to  solicit  the 
latter  for  guns  and  powder,  but  as  such  was  forbidden  on  pain  of 
Death,  and  could  not  remain  secret  in  consequence  of  the  general 
conversation,  they  could  not  be  obtained.  This,  added  to  the  pre- 
vious contempt,  greatly  augmented  the  hatred  which  stimulated 
them  to  conspire  against  us,  beginning  first  with  insults  which  they 
everywhere  indiscreetly  uttered,  railing  at  us  as  Mater iotty  (that  is 
to  say)  cowards — that  we  might,  indeed  be  something  on  water, but 
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of  no  account  on  land,  and  tliat  we  had  neither  a  great  Sachem  nor 
Chiefs.    [Here  two  pages  are  wanting.] 

lie  of  Witqueschreek,  living  N.  E.  of  the  Island  Manhattan    ])er- 
petrated  another  mm-der  in  the  house  of  an  old  man,  a  wlieehvriTht 
with  whom  he  was  acquainted  (having  been  in  his  sons  service) ' 
bemg  well  received  and  supjilied  with  food,  and  ])retendin"-  a  de- 
sire to  buy  something,  whilst  the  old  man  was  takino-  from  the 
chest  the  cloth  the  Indian  Avanted,  the  latter  took  up  an  axe  and 
cut  Ills  head  off:  moreover,  plundering  the  house,  and  tlien  ran 
away.    Tliis  outrage  obliged  the  Director  to  demand  satisfaction 
from  the  Sachem  who  refused  it,  saying,  That  he  was  sorry  twentv 
Christians  had  not  been  murdered  and  that  this  Indian  had  onl'v 
avenged  tlie  death  of  his  Uncle  who  had  been  slain  over  one  and 
twenty  years  previously  by  the  Dutch.    Whereupon,  the  Common 
alty  were  called  together  by  the  Director  to  consider  this  alf-iir- 
wlio  all  api)eared  and  ]n-esently  twelve  men  delegated  from  amon- 
them,  answered  the  i)ropositions,  and  resolved  at  once  on  y^-ir 
should  tlie  murderer  be  refused;  tliat  the  attack  should  be  made'in 
the  harvest  when  the  Indians  were  hunting;  meanwhile,  an  effort 
should  be  again  made  by  kindness  to  obtain  justice,  which  was  ac 
cordmgly  several  times  sought  for  but  in  vain. 

The  time  being  come,  many  obstacles  arose  and  operations  were 
posti.oned  until  the  year  1G42,  when  it  was  resolved  to  aven-e  the 
peri.etrated  outrage.    Thereupon  spies  looked  up  tlie  Indianl  who 
lay  m  their  village  suspecting  nothing,  and  eightv  men  were  de 
tailed  and  sent  thither  under  the  command  of  Ensign  Hendrick 
van  Dyck     The  guide  being  come  with  the  trooj^s  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  tlie  Indian  wigwams,  lost  his  way  in  consequence  of  the 
darkness  of  the  night.    The  Ensign  became  impatient  and  turned 
back  without  having  accomplished  anv  thing.    The  journev  how 
ever,  was  not  without  effect,  for  the  Indians,  wlio  remarked  by  the 
trail  made  by  our  people  in  marching,  that  they  had  narrowly  es 
caped  discovery,  sued  for  peace,  which  was  granted  them  on  condi" 
tion  that  they  should  either  deliver  up  the  murderer  or  inflict  iustic^" 
themselves.    This  they  promised,  but  did  not  keep  their  word 

Some  weeks  after  this,  Miantenhno,  principal  Sachem  of  Sloons 
Bay.  came  here  with  one  hundred  men,  passing  through  all  the  In- 
dian Tillages  soliciting  them  to  a  general  War  against  both  the 
English  and  the  Dutch,  whereupon  some  of  the  neighborinir  In 
dians  attempted  to  set.our  powder  on  fire  and  to  poison  the  Director' 
or  to  enchant  him  by  their  devilry,  as  their  ill  will  was  afterwards 
made  manifest  as  well  in  fact  as  by  report.  Those  of  Hackino-sack 
otherwise  called  Achter  Col,  had,  with  their  neighbors,  kilfed  an 
Englishman,  a  servant  of  one  David  Pietersz.,  and  a  few  davs  after 
shot  dead,  111  an  equally  treacherous  manner,  a  Dutchman  who  sat 
roofing  a  house  in  the  Colonie  of  Myndert  Meyndertz,  having  set. 
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tied  there  against  the  advice  of  the  Director  and  the  ivill  of  the  Indians, 
and  li;ul  caused,  by  the  continual  damage  the  cattle  committed,  no 
little  dissatisfaction  to  the  Indians,  and  contributed  greatly  to  the 
War.  The  Commonalty  began  then  to  be  afraid,  and  not  without 
reason,  having  the  Indians  daily  in  their  houses.  The  murderers 
were  frequently  demanded,  either  living  or  dead,  even  with  a  pro- 
mise of  reward ;  a  scoffing  answer  was  always  returned  by  the  In- 
dians, wlio  laughed  at  us.  Finally,  tlie  Commonalty,  seriously 
distrusting  the  Director,  suspecting  him  of  conniving  with  the 
Indians,  tliat  an  attempt  was  making  to  sell  Christian  blood,  and 
resolved,  that  the  will  of  the  entire  Commonalty  was  surrendered 
to  him,  inasmuch  as  he  would  not  avenge  blood,  tliey  would  do  it, 
be  tiie  consequence  what  it  may.  Tlie  Director  hereupon  advised 
Pacham,  the  Sachem,  who  interested  himself  in  this  matter,  Avarn- 
ing  him  that  we  would  wait  no  longer,  inasmuch  as  satisfaction  had 
not  been  given. 

Meanwhile  God  wreaked  vengeance  on  those  of  Witquescheck 
without  our  knowledge  through  the  Mahicanders  dwelling  below 
Fort  Orange,  who  slew  seventeen  of  them  and  made  inisoners  of 
many  women  and  children  ;  the  remainder  fled  througli  a  deep  snow 
to  the  houses  of  the  Christians  on  and  around  the  Island  Manhatens. 
They  were  most  humanely  received,  being  half  dead  of  cold  and 
hunger,  and  supported  for  fourteen  days ;  even  some  of  the  Direc- 
tor's corn  was  sent  to  them.  A  short  time  after,  another  panic 
seized  the  Indians,  which  caused  them  to  fly  to  divers  places  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Dutch.  This  op])ortunity  to  wi'eak  vengeance  for 
the  innocent  l)lood,  induced  some  of  the  Twelve  men  to  represent 
to  the  Director  tliat  the  time  was  now  come;  whereupon,  tliey  re- 
ceived for  answer,  that  they  should  put  their  request  iuAvriting; 
which  was  done,  by  three,  in  the  name  of  all,  in  a  petition  to  be 
allowed  to  attack  those  of  Hackingsack,  lying  in  two  divisions— on 
the  Manhatens  and  at  Pavonia.  This  was  granted  after  a  pro- 
tracted discussion,  too  long  to  be  reported  here,  so  that  the  design 
was  executed  that  same  night ;  the  Burghers  attacked  those  who 
lay  a  short  mile  from  the  fort,  and  the  Soldiers  those  of  Pavonia; 
at  which  two  places  about  eighty  Indians  were  killed,  and  thirty 
were  taken  prisoners.  Next  morning,  before  the  return  of  the 
troops,  a  man  and  woman  were  shot  at  Pavonia,  who  had  come 
either  through  curiosity  to  look  at,  or  to  plunder  the  dead;  the  sol- 
diers rescued  a  young  child,  which  the  woman  had  in  her  arms. 

The  Christians  residing  on  Long  Island  also  requested  by  petition 
to  be  allowed  to  attack  and  slay  the  I]idians  thereabout,  which  was 
refused;  as  these  especially  had  done  us  no  harm  and  showed  us 
every  friendship.  (Yea,  had  even  voluntarily  killed  some  of  the 
Raritaus,  our  enemies,  hereinbefore  mentioned.)  Yet,  notwith- 
standing, some  Christians  attempted,  secretly  with  two  wagons,  to 
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steal  maize  from  these  Indians;  which,  they  perceiving,  endeavored 
to  prevent;  thereupon  three  Indians  were  shot  dead;  two  houses 
standing  opposite  the  fort,  were  in  return  forthwith  set  on  fire. 
The  Director  knowing  nought  of  this,  sent  at  once  some  person  to 
inquire  the  reason.  The  Indians  showing  themselves  afar  off,  called 
out — Be  ye  om-  friends  ?  Ye  are  mere  corn  stealers — making  them 
also  parties.  This  induced  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  bm'nt 
houses  to  upbraid,  therewith,  one  Maryn  Adriaenzen,  who,  at  his 
own  request,  had  led  the  freeman  in  tlie  attack  on  the  Indians,  and 
who,  being  reinforced  by  an  Englisli  troop,  had  afterwards  under- 
taKen  two  bootless  expeditions  in  the  open  field.  Imagining  that 
the  Director  had  accused  him,  being  one  of  the  signers  of  the  peti- 
tion, he  determined  to  revenge  himself.  "With  this  resolution  he 
proceeded  to  the  Director's  house,  armed  with  a  pistol,  loaded  and 
cocked,  and  a  hanger  by  his  side;  coming  unawares  into  the  Direc- 
tor's room,  he  presents  his  pistol  at  him,  saymg.  What  devilish  lies 
art  thou  reporting  of  me  ?  but  by  the  promptness  of  one  of  the  by- 
standers, tlie  shot  was  prevented,  and  he  arrested.  A  short  time 
after,  Marine's  man  and  another  entered  the  fort,  each  carrying  a 
loaded  gmi  and  pistol — the  first  fired  at  the  Doctor,  who  having  had 
notice,  withdrew  to  his  house,  the  bullets  passed  into  the  walls 
along  side  the  door  behind  him;  the  sentinel  firing  immediately  at 
the  fellow  who  had  discharged  his  gun,  brought  him  down.  Shortly 
afterwards,  some  of  the  Commonalty  collected  before  the  Director, 
riotously  demanding  the  ])risoner;  they  were  answered,  that  their 
request  should  be  presented  in  order  and  in  writing;  which  was 
done  by  about  25  men,  who  asked  the  Director  to  pardon  the  crimi- 
nal. The  matter  was  referred  to  them  to  decide  conscientiously 
thereupon;  in  such  wise,  that  they  immediately  went  forth ;  with- 
out hearing  parties  or  seeing  any  complaints  or  documents,  they 
condemn  him  in  a  fine  of  five  hundred  guilders,  and  to  remain  three 
months  away  from  tlie  Manhatens ;  but,  on  account  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  affair,  and  some  considerations,  it  was  resolved  to  send 
the  criminal,  with  his  trial,  to  Holland,  which  .... 

The  winter  passed  in  this  confusion,  mingled  with  great  terror; 
the  season  came  for  driving  out  the  cattle,  which  obliged  many  to 
desire  peace.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Indians  seeuig  also  that  it 
was  time  to  plant  maize,  were  not  less  solicitious  for  a  cessation  of 
hostilities ;  so,  after  some  negotiation,  peace  was  concluded  in  May, 
A"  1643,  rather  in  consequence  of  the  importunity  of  some,  than  of 
tlie  opinion  entertained  by  others,  that  it  would  be  durable. 

The  Indians  kept  still  after  this  peace,  associating  daily  with  om* 
people ;  yea,  even  the  greatest  chiefs  came  to  visit  the  Director. 
Meanwhile  Pacham,  a  crafty  man,  ran  through  all  the  villages,  urg- 
ing the  Indians  to  a  general  massacre.  Thereupon  it  happened  that 
certain  Indians  called  Wappmgers,  dwelling  sixteen  leagues  up  the 
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river,  with  whom  we  never  had  tlie  least  trouble,  seized  a  boat  eoui- 
inc:  from  Fort  Orange,  wherein  were  only  two  men,  and  full  fonr 
hundred  beavers.  This  great  booty  stimulated  others  to  follow  the 
example ;  so  that  they  seized  two  boats  more,  intending  to  overhaul 
the  fourth  also ;  from  which  they  were  driven,  with  a  loss  of  six  In- 
dians. Nine  Christians,  including  two  women,  were  murdered  in 
these  captured  barks:  one  woman  and  two  children  remaining 
prisoners.  The  rest  of  the  Indians,  as  soon  as  their  maize  Avas  rii)e, 
followed  this  example ;  and  througli  semblance  of  selling  beavers, 
killed  an  old  man  and  woman,  leaving  another  man  with  five 
wounds,  who,  however,  tied  to  the  fort,  in  a  boat,  with  a  little  child 
in  his  arms,  which,  in  the  tirst  outbreak,  had  lost  father  and  mother. 
and  now  grandfatlier  and  grandmother;  being  thus  twice  re. cued, 
through  God's  merciful  blessing,  from  the  hands  of  the  Indians; 
first,  when  two  years  old.  Nothing  was  now  heard  but  murders; 
most  of  which  were  committed  under  pretense  of  coming  to  put 
Christians  on  their  guard. 

Finally,  the  Indians  took  the  field  and  attacked  the  bouweries  at 
Pavonia.  Two  ships  of  war  and  a  privateer  were  here  at  the  time, 
and  saved  considerable  cattle  and  grain.  Probably  it  was  not  pos- 
sible to  prevent  the  destruction  of  four  bouweries  on  Pavonia, 
which  were  burnt ;  not  by  open  violence,  but  by  stealthily  creeping 
through  the  bush  with  fire  in  hand,  and  in  this  way  igniting  the 
roofs,  which  are  all  either  of  reed  or  straAV  ;  one  covered  Avitli  ])lank 
was  preserved  at  the  time. 

The  Commonalty  were  called  together,  who  were  sore  distressed. 
They  chose  Eight,  in  the  stead  of  the  ]»revious  Twelve,  i)ersons  to 
aid  in  advising  what  was  best :  but  occu])ied  as  each  one  was,  in 
taking  care  of  his  own,  nothing  beneficial  was  adoi»ted  at  that  time ; 
nevertheless,  it  was  resolved  that  as  many  Englishmen  as  were  in 
the  counti-y,  should  be  enlisted,  who  w^ere,  indeed,  now  projwsing 
to  depart ;  the  third  part  of  tliese  were  to  be  paid  by  the  Common- 
alty, who  so  promised,  but  the  pay  did  not  follow. 

Terror  increasing  all  over  the  land,  the  Eight  men  assembled, 
drew  up  a  proposal  in  writing  wherein  they  demanded,  that  dele- 
gates should  be  sent  to  our  English  neighbors,  at  the  North,  to  re- 
quest an  auxiliary  force  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  for  whose 
pay  a  bill  of  Exchange  should  be  given  for  twenty-five  thousand 
guilders;  that  N.  Netherland  should  be  mortgaged  to  the  English 
as  security  for  the  payment  thereof,  (one  of  the  most  influential 
among  the  Eight  men  had,  by  letter,  enforced  by  precedents,  pre- 
viously endeavored  to  ])ersuade  the  Director  to  this  course  :  as  they 
had  resolved  to  do  a  few  days  before)  that  the  provision  destined  for 
Curasao  should  be  discharged  from  the  vessels  and  the  major  part  of 
the  men  belonging  to  them  detained,  and  that  tlie  ships  be  sent 
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away  thus  empty.  This  was  not  agreed  to,  nor  deemed  expedient 
by  the  Director.     [Here  four  pagefi  are  wanting.] 

[An  exjjedition  was  despatched  consisting  of soldiers]  under 

the  command  of  the  .Sergeant ;  XL.  Burgliers  under  Jochem  Pieter- 
sen,  tlieir  Captain  ;  XXXV.  Englishmeii  under  Lieutenant  Back- 
ster;  but  to  prevent  all  confusion,  Councillor  La  Montague  was 
appointed  General.  Coming  to  Staten  Island,  they  marched  the 
Avhole  night ;  the  huts  were  found  empty  and  abandoned  by  the  In- 
dians ;  they  got  5  or  6  hundred  skepels  of  corn  and  burnt  the  re- 
mainder without  accomplishing  anything  else. 

Mayane,  a  Sachem,  residing  eight  miles  X.  E.  of  us,  between 
Greenwich  (that  lies  within  our  jurisdiction)  and  Stantford,  which 
is  English,  a  tierce  Indian  who,  alone,  dared  to  attack  with  bow  and 
arrows,  three  Christians  armed  with  guns,  one  of  whom  he  shot 
dead  ;  was,  whilst  engaged  with  the  other,  killed  by  the  third  Christ- 
ian and  his  head  brought  hither.  It  was  then  known  and  under- 
stood, for  the  tirst  time,  tliat  he  and  his  Indians  had  done  us  much 
injury,  though  we  never  had  any  difference  with  him.  Understand- 
ing further  that  they  lay  in  their  houses  very  quiet  and  without 
suspicion  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  English,  it  was  determined  to 
hunt  them  up  and  attack  them.  One  hundred  and  twenty  men 
were  sent  thither  under  the  preceding  command.  The  people  landed 
at  Greenwich  in  tlie  evening  from  three  yachts,  marched  the  entire 
night  but  could  not  find  the  Indians,  either  because  the  guide  had 
given  warning,  or  had  himself  gone  astray.  Retreat  was  made  to 
the  yachts  in  order  to  depart  as  secretly  as  possible ;  passing  through 
Stantford  some  Englishmen  were  encountered  who  offered  to  lead 
ours  to  the  place  where  some  Indians  were ;  thereupon  four  scouts 
were  sent  in  divers  directions  to  make  a  discovery,  who,  on  return- 
ing, reported  that  the  Indians  had  some  notice  of  our  people  from 
the  salute  the  Ehglishmen  fired,  but  without  any  certainty  ;  where- 
upon five  and  twenty  of  the  bravest  men  were  at  once  commanded 
to  i)roceed  thither  to  the  nearest  village  with  great  diligence.  They 
made  the  journey,  killing  eighteen  or  twenty  Indians,  capturing  an 
old  man,  two  women  and  some  children  to  exchange  for  ours.  The 
other  troops,  on  reaching  the  place  immediately  in  the  yachts,  found 
the  huts  empty. 

The  old  Indian,  captured  above,  having  promised  to  lead  us  to 
Wetquescheck,  which  consisted  of  three  Castles,  sixty-five  men 
Aveie  dispatched  under  Baxter  and  Peter  Cock,  who  found  them 
empty,  though  thirty  Indians  could  have  stood  against  Two  Hun- 
dred soldiers,  inasmuch  as  the  castles  were  constructed  of  plank  five 
inches  thick,  nine  feet  high,  and  braced  around  with  thick  plank 
studded  with  port  holes.  Our  i)eople  burnt  two,  reserving  the  third 
for  a  retreat.  Marching  8  or  9  leagues  further,  they  discovered 
nothing  but  a  few  huts,  which  they  could  not  surprize  as  they 
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were  discovered.  Tliey  returned,  liaving  killed  only  one  or  two 
Indians,  taken  some  women  and  children  prisoners  and  burnt  some 
corn.  Meanwhile,  Ave  were  advised  that  Pennewitz,  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  experienced  Indians  in  the  country,  and  who,  in  the 
first  conspiracy,  had  given  the  most  dangerous  counsel,  to  wit : 
that  they  should  wait  and  not  attack  the  Dutch  until  all  suspicion 
had  been  lulled,  and  then  divide  themselves  equally  through  the 
houses  of  the  Christians  and  slaughter  all  of  them  in  one  night ; 
was  secretly  waging  war  against  us  with  his  tribe  who  killed  some 
of  our  people  and  set  fire  to  the  houses.  It  was,  therefore,  resolved 
to  send  thither  a  troop  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  the  Burgh- 
ers in  their  Company,  the  English,  under  Sergeant  Major  van  der 
Hyl,  (who,  a  fcAv  days  previously,  had  offered  his  services  and  was 
accepted),  the  old  soldiers  under  Peter  Cock,  all  commanded  by  Mr. 
La  Montague,  to  proceed  hence  in  three  Yachts,  land  in  Scout's  Bay 
on  Long  Island,  march  towards  Heenistede,  where  there  is  an  Eng- 
lish Colonie  dependent  on  us.  Some  who  had  been  sent  forward  in 
advance,  dexterously  killed  an  Indian  who  was  out  as  a  spy.  Our 
force  formed  themselves  into  two  divisions,  Van  der  Hil,  with  four- 
teen English  towards  the  smallest,  and  Eighty  men  towards  the 
largest  village,  named  Matsepe:  both  were  very  successful,  killing 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  men;  one  man  of  ours  remained  on 
the  field  and  three  were  wounded. 

Our  forces  being  returned  from  this  expedition.  Captain  van  der 
Hil  was  dis])atched  to  Stantfort  to  get  some  information  there  of  the 
Indians.  He  reported  that  the  guide  who  had  formerly  served  us 
and  had  gone  astray  in  the  night,  was  now  in  great  danger  of  his 
life  from  the  Indians,  of  whom  there  were  about  five  hundred  to- 
gether, and  offered  to  lead  us  there  to  prove  that  the  former  mis- 
chance was  not  his  fault.  One  hundred  and  thirty  men  were 
accordingly  dis])atched  under  the  aforesaid  Gen'  van  der  Hil  and 
Ensign  Hendrick  van  Dyck.  They  embarked  in  three  yachts,  landed 
at  Greenwich,  where  they  were  obliged  to  pass  the  night  by  reason 
of  the  great  Snow  and  Storm;  in  the  morning  they  marched  N.  W. 
up  over  Stony  Hills,  over  which  some  were  obliged  to  creep.  In  the 
evening,  about  eight  o'clock,  they  came  within  a  league  of  the  In- 
dians, and  inasmuch  as  they  should  have  arrived  too  early  and  had 
to  cross  two  Rivers,  one  of  two  hundred  feet  wide  and  three  deep, 
and  that  the  men  could  not  afterwards  rest  in  consequence  of  the 
cold,  it  was  determined  to  remain  there  until  about  ten  o'clock. 
Orders  having  been  given  as  to  the  mode  to  be  observed  in  attack- 
ing the  Indians,  the  men  marched  forward  towards  the  huts,  which 
were  set  up  in  three  rows,  street  fashion,  each  Eighty  paces  in  lengtli, 
in  a  low  recess  of  tlie  mountain,  affording  complete  shelter  from  the 
iST.  W.  wind.  The  moon  was  then  at  the  full  and  threw  a  strong 
light  against  the  mountain,  so  that  many  winters'  days  were  not 
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clearer  than  it  then  was.  On  arriving,  the  enemy  were  found  on 
the  alert  and  on  their  guard,  so  that  our  people  determined  to  charge 
and  surround  the  huts,  sword  in  hand.  The  Indians  behaved  like 
soldiers,  deployed  in  small  bands,  so  that  we  had  in  a  short  time  one 
dead  and  twelve  wounded.  They  were  likewise  so  hard  pressed  that 
it  was  impossible  for  one  to  escape.  In  a  brief  space  of  time,  one 
hundred  and  eighty  were  counted  dead  outside  the  houses.  Pres- 
ently none  durst  come  forth,  keeping  themselves  within  the  houses, 
discharging  arrows  through  the  holes.  The  General  seeing  that 
nothing  else  was  to  be  done,  resolved,  with  Serjeant  Major  Van 
der  Hil,  to  set  fire  to  the  huts;  whereupon,  the  Indians  tried  every 
way  to  escape,  not  succeeding  in  which  they  returned  back  to  the 
flames,  preferring  to  perish  by  fire  than  to  die  by  our  hands.  What 
was  most  wonderful  is,  that  among  this  vast  collection  of  Men, 
Women  and  Children,  not  one  was  heard  to  cry  or  to  scream.  Ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  the  Indians  themselves,  the  number  then 
destroyed  exceeded  five  hundred.  Some  say,  full  700,  among  whom 
were  also  25  Wappingers,  our  God  having  collected  together  there 
the  greater  number  of  our  enemies,  to  celebrate  one  of  their  festi- 
vals; no  more  than  eight  men  in  all  escaped,  of  whom  even  three 
were  severely  wounded. 

The  fight  ended,  several  fires  were  built  in  consequence  of  the 
great  cold;  the  wounded,  fifteen  in  number,  were  dressed  and  senti- 
nels having  been  posted  by  the  General,  the  troops  bivouacked  tliere 
for  the  remainder  of  the  night.  On  the  next  day,  the  party  set  out 
much  refreslied  in  good  order,  so  as  to  arrive  at  Stantfort  in  the 
evening.  Tliey  marched  with  great  courage  over  that  wearisome 
momitain,  God  affording  extraordinary  strength  to  the  wounded, 
some  of  whom  were  badly  hurt ;  and  came  in  the  afternoon  to  Stant- 
fort, after  a  march  of  two  days  and  one  niglit,  with  little  rest. 
The  English  received  our  people  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  aflordmg 
them  every  comfort.  In  tMO  days  they  reached  here.  A  thanksgiv- 
ing was  proclaimed  on  their  arrival.    [The  remainder  is  wanting.] 


REPORT  OF  ANDREAS  HUDDE,  COMMISSARY  ON  THE 
DELAWARE. 


A  short  hut  faithful  declaration  of  the  procedures  of  John  Printz, 
governor  of  the  Swedish  troops  on  the  South  (or  Delaware)  river,  in 
New  Netherlands,  and  of  the  possession  taken  by  the  Swedes  on  the 
same  river,  as  it  was  ascertained,  on  the  1st  November,  I640. 

The  truth  as  regards  the  possession  of  the  Swedes  on  the  South 
river  in  New  Netherlands,  is  as  follows  :— 
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At  the  entrance  of  tlie  river,  taken  from  its  month  three  miles 
upwards,  on  tlie  east  shore,  is  a  fort  named  Elsenburgh.  nsnally 
gan-isoned  with  twelve  men  commanded  by  a  lieutenant,  liavingfour 
guns,  iron  and  brass,  of  twelve  lbs.  iron,  owe  jMs-hooft ;  which  fort 
was  not  constructed  before,  but  built  by  the  aforesaid  John  Printz, 
a  short  while  after  he  arrived  on  tlie  aforesaid  river.  By  means  of 
tliis  fort  tlie  aforesaid  Printz  closes  the  entrance  of  the  river,  so 
that  all  vessels,  either  those  arrived  from  hence,  or  other  jtlaces, 
are  compelled  to  cast  their  anchor,  not  excepting  tliose  of  tlie  noble 
company  as  is  evident  from  several  yachts  coming  from  tlie  Man- 
hattans, which,  wishing  to  pursue  their  voyage  towards  tlie  place 
of  their  destination  witliout  stopping  often,  were  injured  by  cannon 
balls,  and  were  in  imminent  danger  of  losing  some  of  their  crew ; 
so  that  they  must  i)roceed  with  small  craft  upwards  of  six  miles 
towards  the  aforesaid  Printz.  to  obtain  his  consent  that  they  may 
s  ul  higher  up  the  river,  no  matter  whether  they  are  Englishmen  or 
aSTetheilanders,  without  i)aying  any  regard  to  their  commissions. 

Further  up  the  river  about  three  miles,  on  the  west  shore,  on  a 
creek  called  the  Minquas  creek,  so  named  as  it  runs  pretty  near  the 
Minquas  land,  is  another  fort  named  Christina.  This  fort  lies  about 
a  half  mile  in  tlie  creek,  and  is  nearly  encircled  by  a  marsli,  except 
on  tlie  north-west  side,  where  it  can  be  approached  by  land.  At  its 
south-west  side  it  touclies  tlie  kill :  biit  although  it  is  actually  in 
a  pretty  good  order,  yet  it  might  be  made  stronger.  This  fort  has 
no  i)erniaiient  garrison,  but  otherwise  it  is  well  provided,  and  is  the 
princii)al  place  of  trade,  in  which  the  commissary  holds  his  resi- 
dence ;  and  here  is  a  magazine  of  all  sorts  of  goods. 

This  is  the  first  fort  constructed  by  the  Swedes  under  the  com- 
mand of  one  Peter  Minuit,  in  the  year  1G38,  altliough  the  company 
had  then  a  sutlicient  garrison  on  the  river,  and  sutHcient  fortittca- 
tious,  men  and  ammunitions  of  war,  and  had  been  in  possession  of 
this  country  more  than  fourteen  years  before  this  settlement  of 
the  Swedes;  wlikh  I'ltcr  Mimiit  served  the  Hon.  Company  here  as 
Director. 

Somewhat  farther  on  the  same  side,  about  two  (Dutch)  miles, 
there  are  some  i)lantations,  which  are  continued  nearly  a  mile ;  but 
few  houses  only  are  built,  and  these  at  considerable  distance  one 
from  the  other.  The  farthest  of  these  is  not  far  from  Tinnekonk, 
which  is  an  island,  and  is  towards  the  river  side,  secured  by  creeks 
and  underwood ;  there  the  governor,  John  Printz,  keeps  his  resi- 
dence. Tills  is  a.  iiretty  strong  fort,  constructed  by  laying  very 
heavy  Ik  nilock  {(jreencn)  logs  the  one  on  the  other;  but  this  fort, 
with  all  its  Ijuildings.  was  burnt  down  on  the  5th  of  December, 
164-j.  Farther  on.  at  the  same  side,  till  you  come  to  the  Schuylkill, 
being  aljout  two  miles,  there  is  not  a  single  iilantation,  neither  at 
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Tinnekonk,  because  near  the  river  nothing  is  to  be  met  but  under- 
wood and  valley  lands. 

In  regard  to  this  Schuylkill,  these  are  lands  purcliased  and  pos- 
sessed by  the  company.  He  employed  the  comi)any"s  carpenter, 
and  constructed  there  a  fort  on  a  very  convenient  spot  on  an  island 
near  the  borders  of  the  kill,  Miiich  is  from  the  west  side  secured  by 
another  creek,  and  from  the  south-south-east  and  east  sides  with 
underwood  and  valley  lands.  It  lays  about  the  distance  of  a  gun- 
shot in  the  kill.  On  the  south  side  of  this  kill,  on  the  same  island, 
beautiful  corn  is  raised.  This  fort  cannot,  in  any  manner  what- 
ever, obtain  any  control  on  the  river,  but  it  has  the  command  over 
the  wliole  creek,  wliile  this  kill  or  creek  is  tlie  only  remahiing  ave- 
nue for  trade  with  the  Minquas,  and  without  this  trade  the  river 
is  of  little  value. 

At  a  little  distance  from  this  fort  was  a  creek  to  tlie  farthest  dis- 
tant wood,  which  place  is  named  Kinsessing  l)y  the  savages,  which 
was  before  a  certain  and  invariable  resort  for  trade  with  tlie  Min- 
quas, but  wliich  is  now  opi)Osed  by  the  Swedes  having  there  built  a 
strong  house.  About  half  a  mile  further  in  the  woods.  Governor 
Printz  constructed  a  mill  on  a  kill  which  runs  in  the  sea  not  far  to 
the  soutli  of  Matinnekonk,  and  on  this  kill  a  strong  building  just 
by  in  the  patli  which  leads  to  the  Minquas ;  and  this  ])lace  is  called 
by  the  savages  Kakarikonk.  So  that  no  access  to  the  Minquas  is 
left  oi)en ;  and  lie.  too,  controls  nearly  all  the  trade  of  the  «ivages 
on  the  river,  as  the  greatest  part  of  them  go  a  hunting  in  that 
neighbourhood,  wliich  they  are  not  able  to  do  without  ])assing  by 
his  residence. 

In  regard  to  liis  force,  it  consists  at  utmost  of  eighty  or  ninety 
men,  freemen  as  well  as  servants,  with  whom  he  must  garrison  all 
his  strong  places.  I  shall  not  mention  here  the  fortifications  and 
possessions  of  the  company,  as  being  sufficiently  well  known. 

Resi)ecting  the  ])rocedures  of  the  Swedes,  when  on  the  23d  June, 
1646,  a  shallop  with  a  considerable  cargo  was  dispatched  to  me,  but 
which  was  the  property  of  individuals,  I  gave  orders  to  go  to  the 
Schuylkill  near  the  right,  and  to  wait  there  for  the  Minquas.  When 
arrived  there,  Jurriaen  Blancke,  the  trader  of  the  sloop,  was  com- 
manded to  leave  that  spot  at  once,  as  belonging  to  the  crown;  of 
which  I  received  notice,  when  I  directly  w^ent  thither  with  four 
men,  to  examine  how  matters  stood.  Wlien  I  received  there  the 
same  notice,  1  requested  that  they  would  inform  their  governor 
that  this  place  had  always  been  a  trading  ])lace,  and  that  thus  he 
would  act  with  diseretion.  and  avoid  giving  cause  for  discord  :  on 
which  the  next  day  the  mhiister  of  the  gospel  was  desi)atclK'(l.  who 
declared  to  me  that  he  had  orders  that  if  the  l)ark  was  in  the 
Schuylkill,  he  should  comi)el  her  to  leave  it.  I  answered  him  that 
I  first  must  see  the  signature  and  seal  of  the  governor,  by  Avhich  he 
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intended  to  forbid  the  company  to  trade  with  tlieir  goods  in  any 
l)art  of  tlie  river.  1  farther  requested,  tliat  tliis  miglit  l)e  done  witli 
discretion,  and  that  the  alliance  between  their  Higli  Mightinesses 
and  her  Royal  Majesty  miglit  be  taken  in  consideration ;  while  I 
fartlier  entered  a  protest  against  any  losses  and  hindrances  that 
might  be  tlie  natural  consequence.  On  wliich  the  aforesaid  John 
Printz  dispatched  towards  me  the  commissary  Hendrick  Hnygen, 
with  two  of  his  officers,  as  Carel  Jansen,  a  Finn  by  birth,  his  book- 
keeper, and  Gregory  Van  Dyck,  his  sergeant  [wacht  meester),  a 
native  of  the  Hague,  and  demanded  my  answer  upon  some  articles, 
of  which  I  demanded  an  answer — I  intended  to  say  a  copy — when 
I  would  answer  him  in  writing.  He  replied,  lie  had  no  orders  to 
do  so.  and  that  he  dared  not  to  do  it.  When  I  did  give  him,  never- 
theless, a  verbal  answer,  to  avoid  giving  him  any  olfence,  I  did  so 
in  tlie  presence,  on  my  part,  of  Sander  Boyer,  sergeant  (wachtmees- 
ter),  Philip  Gerneert,  and  Jurriaen  Blancke,  all  freemen;  and  the 
following  were  the  articles  and  answers  upon  these,  briefly,  as  I 
could  not  remember  the  whole,  since  they  were  read  by  them  with 
mucli  haste : — 

"  Submission  by  the  Honorable  John  Printz,  governor  in  behalf 
of  the  crown  of  Sweden  on  the  South  river  in  New  Netherland, 
communicated  by  Hendrick  Huygen,  commissary,  a  native  of  Cleef , 
Carel  Jansen,  book-keeper,  by  birth  a  Finn,  and  Gregory  Van  Dyck, 
sergeant  (wachtmeester),  a  native  of  tlie  Hague,  of  the  following 
articles,  in  presence  of  the  above  named  jiersons  on  my  side. 

Akt.  1  &  2. — On  the  Schiiylkill,  in  what  manner  the  property  of 
it  is  ascertained  and  understood;  what  are  and  how  far  are  ex- 
tended its  limits  ? 

Answer.  That  the  acts  relative  to  the  division  of  the  limits,  are 
at  the  Manhattans,  where  he  may  obtain  con-ect  information. 

Aet.  8,  4,  &  5. — Query :  If  he  ever  offended  me  or  any  of  mine 
with  words  or  deeds  ? 

Answer.  That  he  left  me  and  mine  alone ;  but  that  he  offended 
the  company  and  afteinvards  their  High  Mightinesses — in  so  far 
it  was  said  to  me  in  his  name,  that  he  would  drive  me  from  the  kill 
by  force. 

Art.  6  &  7. — That  the  Governor  had  sent  for  the  Minquas  at  the 
expense  of  the  crown,  and  that  when  they  arrived,  I  lured  them 
from  the  Schuylkill. 

Answer.  That  the  Sachem  was  last  spring  with  me,  and  that  I 
defrayed  liis  expenses,  and  made  a  contract  with  him  that  as  soon 
as  I  received  some  goods,  either  I  would  send  him  directly  a  mes- 
senger, or  that  I  would  come  down,  if  I  received  any  information. 

Art.  8. — That  I  compelled  by  force  Jurriaen  Blanck  to  sail  up 
and  fasten  his  bark  to  the  bridge. 
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Answer.  That  he  commanded  him  to  sail  up,  but  that  he  knows 
not  of  any  compulsion. 

Art.  9. — That  I  took  up  arms  without  any  just  cause,  and  that 
I  had  answered  upon  his  interdict,  that  I  would  remain  tliere,  and 
should  see  who  would  be  so  daring  as  to  drive  me  away. 

Answer.  That  I  made  no  use  of  any  arms,  much  less  shewed 
any  hostile  intention  or  committed  any  act  of  hostility — but  rather 
endeavoured  to  prevent  it  without  betraying  the  privileges  of  their 
High  Mightinesses." 

The  affair  did  not  remam  at  rest  in  this  manner,  but  he  sent  on 
the  1st  July  following  a  warning  to  Blancke,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy : — 

"•  My  Good  Friend  Blancke  :  I  have  received  again  complaints 
of  several  of  Her  Majesty's  inhabitants,  how  that  thou  art  compelled 
with  thy  bark  contrary  to  the  letter  of  thy  coromission  to  remain 
there,  mider  the  pretext  that  thou  art  obliged  to  do  so  by  Andries 
Hudde,  who  takes  care  of  the  interests  and  disposes  of  the  lands  of 
their  High  Mightinesses  as  commissioned  by  them.  So  is  it,  that  I 
friendly  admonish  you,  as  soon  as  you  shall  have  been  informed  of 
these  contents,  that  you  directly  leave  that  spot ;  as  your  commis- 
sion implies,  with  your  trading  vessel  in  the  Schuylkill,  seek  the 
spot  where  usually  the  sloops  are  accustomed  to  trade — which  shall 
not  be  prohibited;  neither  do  I  desire  that  my  subjects  shall  be 
admitted  there,  fi'om  respect  and  friendship  for  the  commander  and 
his  commissions  as  long  as  you  are  remaining  and  trading  in  the 
Schuylkill,  or  that  they  would  obstruct  your  interests.  But  if  you 
should  act  against  these  my  orders,  and  despise  my  warning,  which 
you  are  in  duty  bound  to  obey,  so  shall  your  bark  with  its  whole 
cargo,  in  conformity  with  the  orders  of  her  Royal  Majesty,  as  it  is 
strongly  expressed  in  her  Majesty's  orders — be  confiscated :  of  which 
you  may  be  fully  persuaded,  in  ca'se  that  you  act  against  my  orders. 
Done  at  Tinnekonk,  20  June,  1646. 

(Signed)  JOHN  PRINTZ." 

On  this  warning  Jurriaen  Blancke  departed  from  thence,  but  by 
no  means  by  my  orders,  but  through  fear  that  his  bark  and  goods 
laden  in  it  might  be  confiscated,  as  he  was  a  private  person,  to  whom 
it  would  be  a  very  difticult  task  to  obtain  its  recovery — more  so,  as 
it  was  not  in  my  power  to  give  him  any  security,  since  I  was  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  the  cause  of  contest  between  the  company  and 
the  Swedes. 

I  immediately  informed  the  Director  General  Kieft  of  this  event- 
viz,  on  the  12th  July ;  so  too  I  commimicated  to  him  how  the  trade 
with  the  M'uquas  might  be  continued,  as  it  was  the  plan  of  the 
aforesaid  Printz  and  his  associates  to  deprive  the  company  and  its 
colonists  of  this  benefit  by  all  means. 
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AVliile  in  the  mean  time  I  was  commanded  by  a  letter  of  tlie 
director-general  to  enquire  about  certain  minerals  in  this  country ; 
so  I  went  for  this  purpose  to  Sankikans.  und  tried  to  penetrate  to 
the  great  falls,  where  if  tlie  samples  might  be  credited  there  was  a 
great  ho])e  of  success.  Now  it  hai)pened.  that  when  I  Avould  pass 
the  first  fall,  a  sachem,  named  "Wirakelien,  stoi)i)ed  me  and  asked 
where  I  would  go  V  I  answered  him  that  I  intended  to  go  u])ward. 
He  rei)lied.  that  this  was  not  jiermitted,  and  tliat  he  wished  to 
know  wliy  I  came  hither — what  was  my  object  V  He  informed  me 
at  last,  after  various  discourses,  that  tlie  Swedish  Governor  told 
one  Meerkedt,  a  sachem  residing  near  Tinnekonk,  that  Ave  had  an 
intention  to  build  a  house  near  the  great  falls,  and  tliat  in  tiie  ves- 
sels wliich  were  to  be  exi)ected,  250  men  would  arrive — whicli  would 
be  sent  hither  from  tlie  Manhattans — and  would  kill  all  the  savages 
below  on  the  river:  and  that  this  fort  was  to  be  garrisoned  in  tlie 
house  Avhicli  we  intended  to  build  up  the  river,  and  would  prevent 
the  savages  residing  up  the  river  to  come  to  their  assistance,  so  that 
no  more  should  be  able  to  escape :  and  in  .])i"oof  of.  all  this  it  was 
stated  that  we  would  tirst  come  up  in  a  small  vessel  to  visit  and 
explore  the  sjiot.  and  that  Ave  would  kill  tAvo  savages  to  obtain  by 
it  some  pretext,  but  that  he,  Printz,  Avould  ncA-er  permit  it.  and 
AA'ould  certainly  expel  us  from  the  river :  and  although  I  employed 
different  means  to  succeed  in  coming  u]i  to  tlie  falls,  yet  I  Avas 
stopped  eATry  time,  and  ahvays  Avith  the  same  ol)jection,  so  that  I 
was  com]ielled  at  length  to  giA^e  it  up. 

And  as  on  the  Ttli  Seiitember  folloAving  a  letter  Avas  delivered  me 
in  A\iiich  I  Avas  imperiously  commanded  to  purchase  some  land  from 
the  savages,  which  Avas  situated  on  the  Avest  shore  about  a  mile  dis- 
tant from  Fort  Nassau  to  the  north,  so  I  took  possession  of  that 
spot  on  the  Sth  folloAving.  and  erected  on  it  the  arms  of  the  com- 
pany, and,  as  the  proi)rietor  A\'as  not  at  home,  I  was  obliged  to  delay 
the  conclusion  of  the  jmrchase  till  tlie  2otli  of  the  same  montli. 
After  the  i)urcliase  Avas  accomplished,  the  original  i)roprietor  Avent 
with  me  to  the  spot,  ami  assisted  in  fixing  the  arms  of  the  company 
to  a  pole,  which  Avas  fixed  in  the  ground  on  the  limits.  Shortly 
after  this,  several  freemen  made  preparations  to  build  on  tliis  ncAviy- 
acquired  possession,  about  which  time  the  Swedish  Commissary 
Huygen  carried  our  arms,  whicli  I  had  affixed,  Avith  him  down  on 
on  the  Sth  of  October,  Avhich  as  he  said,  he  had  taken  by  order  of 
his  governor;  on  Avhich  a  considerable  altercation  took  place,  and 
among  others,  about  the  great  abuse  committed  by  his  sergeant 
(u-achtmeester)  and  other  SAvedes  on  the  30th  September  last,  against 
all  good  order  and  decency,  and  after  the  guard  Avas  already  on 
duty — Avhen  I  kept  him  for  sometime  in  the  guard-house  besides  a 
severe  reproof,  and  demanded  of  his  governor  to  correct  and  inmish 
him,  so  that  it  might  evidently  appear,  that  he  had  no  share  what- 
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ever  in  such  a  violent  outrage,  or.  if  similar  excesses  were  again 
renewed.  I  would  directly  intlict  punishment  as  usually  is  done  on 
similar  turbulent  ])ersons. 

On  which  event  a  protest,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  was 
delivered  on  the  16th  of  the  following  month  by  order  of  the  afore- 
said John  Prihtz,  through  two  of  his  freemen,  Oloff  Stille  and 
Moens  Flom. 

"  Anduies  IIudde  I  I  remind  you  agaiii  by  this  written  warning — 
as  before  was  done  verbally  in  person  by  the  commissary  llendrick 
Huygen — that  you  will  discontinue  the  injuries  of  which  you  have 
been  guilty  against  the  Royal  Majesty  in  Sweden,  my  most  gracious 
Queen,  against  Her  Royal  Majesty's  rights,  pretensions,  soil  and 
land,  without  showing  the  least  resi)ect  to  Her  Royal  Majesty's 
magnificence,  reputation  and  highness ;  and  that  you  will  do  so  no 
more,  and  then  considering  how  little  it  would  be  becoming  her 
Royal  Majesty  to  bear  such  gross  violence,  and  what  great  disasters 
might  originate  from  it,  yea,  might  be  expected.  Secondly — with 
what  reluctance,  as  1  think,  your  nation  or  your  masters  would  for 
such  a  trille  come  m  conflict  with  Her  Royal  Majesty,  as  you  have 
no  shadow  of  right  for  this  your  gross  conduct,  particularly  for  your 
secret  and  unla^\'ful  purchase  of  land  from  tlie  savages,  by  which 
you  evidently  betrayed  your  conviction  of  the  justice,  equity  and 
antiquity  of  your  pretensive  claims,  of  which  you  so  loudly  boasted, 
and  which  by  this  purchase  have  been  brought  to  light ;  shewing 
clearly  that  you  had  no  shadow  of  right  to  that  place,  of  which  ye 
have  taken  possession,  no  more  than  to  others  on  this  river  which 
you  now  claim,  in  which  however  you  was  never  molested  by  Her 
Majesty  or  her  Plenii)otentiaries :  neither  was  it  ever  attempted  by 
them  to  imdermine  you  in  a  sinister  way ;  all  this  I  can  freely  bring 
forward  in  my  defence,  to  exculpate  me  from  all  future  calamities, 
of  which  we  give  you  a  Avarning and  place  it  to- your  account.  Dated 
N.  Gothenburg,  30  Sept.  164G."  Below  in  the  margin  was  the  fol- 
lowing :  "  The  orders,  to  which  you  appeal,  may  very  well  have 
been  occasioned  by  mijust  and  unfair  reports,  and  it  would  well 
become  you  to  send  him  correct  information  of  this  whole  transac- 
tion, as  you  were  present  on  the  spot. 

JOHN  PRINTZ." 

As  I  Avas  obliged  to  go  up  the  river  on  the  next  day  to  take  care 
of  some  very  urgent  business,  I  was  informed  at  my  return  that  the 
Swedish  governor  had  forbidden  his  subjects  to  enter  into  any  trans- 
actions with  our  people,  which  is  often  put  in  practice  by  professed 
enemies,  but  never  was  adoi)ted  by  allies  the  one  against  the  other ; 
and  as  I  then  was  farther  informed  that  the  Swede  found  fault  with 
me  because  I  did  not  send  him  an  answer  to  his  ])rotest,  I  wrote  the 
following  protest,  which  I  sent  him  on  the  23d  of  October,  by  the 


110  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

sergeant  {wachtmcestcr)  Sander  Boyer  and  two  soldiers,  viz.  Davit 
Davitsen  and  Jacob  Hendricksen  : — 

"  To  the  noble  governor  Be  Jher  John  Printz — 

Sir  Governor  I  On  the  evening:  of  the  16th  inst.  stilo  novo,  was 
delivered  to  me  an  act  by  Oloff  Stille  and  Moens  Flom,  dated  on  the 
30th  September,  stilo  veteri,  by  which  yonr  Honour  warns  me  to 
desist  from  any  injuries  which  I  should  have  done  or  committed 
against  the  lands  of  her  Royal  Majesty  of  Sweden,  which  however 
remain  yet  unknown  to  me  till  this  moment ;  and  if  your  Honour 
had  condescended  to  explain  wherein  these  consisted,  I  should  not 
have  hesitated  to  alter  my  course,  if  you  Honour's  insinuations  had 
been  correct,  as  I  am  entirely  ignorant  that  I  have  left  undone  any- 
thing which  might  have  a  tendency  to  the  preservation  of  our 
mutual  intercourse,  much  less  that  I  should  have  committed  any 
act  of  gross  violence.    I  purchased  the  land  not  in  a  clandestine 
manner,  neither  unjustly,  except  that  your  Honour  calls  that  a 
clandestine  manner  which  is  not  performed  with  your  Honour's 
knowledge.    I  purchased  it  from  the  real  owner.    If  he  sold  that 
land  previously  to  your  Honour,  then  he  imposed  upon  me  shame- 
fully.   The  place  which  we  possess,  we  possess  in  deed,  in  just 
property,  perhaps  before  the  name  of  tlie  South  river  was  heard  of 
in  Sweden.    I  cannot  say,  certainly  I  am  ignorant,  if  my  lord  and 
master  has  been  unjustly  informed— only  that  I  explained  to  him  the 
whole  transaction  in  truth  and  justice,  and  so  I  will  continue  to  do 
by  the  first  opportunity  that  I  may  obtain,  and  transmit  to  him 
your  act  with  this  my  answer  upon  it,  to  be  further  informed  by 
him  what  he  may  think  proper  to  command,  and  what  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  execute ;  and  whereas  your  commissary  coming  down  on 
the  8th  instant,  had  taken  off  the  arms  which  I  hung  up  on  the 
purchased  lands,  tearing  them  down  in  an  insolent  and  hostile 
manner  with  these  threatening  words — "that  although  it  had  been 
the  colours  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  that  were  hoisted  there,  he 
would  have  thrown  these  too  under  his  feet ;  "  besides  many  bloody 
meniices,  which  have  been  reported  to  me  from  time  to  time,  which 
can  have  no  other  tendency  than  to  cause  great  calamities;  and 
whereas  this  not  only  concerns  my  nation  and  masters,  but  is  an 
infringement  on  the  authority  of  their  High  Mightinesses  the 
States  General,  and  that  of  his  Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
and  so  too  of  that  noble  Director,  which  is  insulted  by  it — so  is  it, 
that  I  am  compelled  against  my  will  to  send  your  Honour  this  an- 
swer, by  which  I  must  protest  before  God  and  the  whole  world ; 
as  also  I  protest  by  this  that  I  am  innocent  of  all  the  disasters, 
difficulties,  losses,  and  what  further  might  follow  from  tliese  pro- 
cedures, or  wliich  might  originate  from  them,  but  that  to  the 
contrary  I  performed  every  thing,  and  endeavoured  to  employ  all 
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means,  by  which  a  good  correspondence  and  mutual  harmony  miglit 
be  promoted— so  as  I  deem  myself  obliged  to  do,  in  so  far  as  my 
honour  and  oath  shall  permit  it— and  I  will  confide  that  it  is  your 
Honour's  intention  to  act  in  tlie  same  manner— at  least  from  the 
consideration  that  we  who  are  Christians  will  not  place  ourselves 
as  a  stumbling-block  or  laughing-stock  to  those  savage  heathens, 
which  I  trust,  that  shall  remain  so,  as  it  is  by  your  affectionate 
friend. 

A.  HUDDE. 

On  the  South  river  in  New  Netherlands,  October  22d,  1646." 

When  the  sergeant  returned,  he  reported— that  as  soon  as  he  ar- 
rived at  the  governor's,  who  stood  before  his  door,  he  wished  him  a 
good  morning,  and  said  further  I  bring  you  a  greeting  from  the 
Commissary  Hudde,  wlio  sends  you  this  act  in  answer  to  yours ; 
when  he,  John  Printz,  took  it  from  liis  hand,  and  threw  it  towards 
one  of  his  attendants  wlio  stood  near  him,  saying— "  there,  take 
care  of  it."  The  other  picked  it  up  from  the  ground,  and  took  care 
of  it.  The  governor  then  departed  to  meet  some  Englishmen  just 
arrived  from  New  England ;  after  some  interval  the  sergeant  asked 
to  see  the  governor  to  obtain  an  answer;  but  notwitlistanding  he 
came  there  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  nevertheless  was  thrown 
out  of  doors,  tlie  governor  taking  a  gun  in  his  hand  from  tlie  wall 
to  shoot  him  as  he  imagined,  but  was  prevented  from  leaving  his 
room. 

And  whereas  the  aforsesaid  governor  John  Printz  leaves  nothing 
untried  to  render  us  suspected,  as  well  among  the  savases  as  among 
the  Christians— yea,  often  is  conniving  when  the  subjects  of  the 
company,  as  well  freemen  as  servants,  when  arriving  at  the  place 
where  he  resides,  are  in  u  most  unreasonable  manner  abused,  so  that 
they  are  often,  on  returning  home,  bloody  and  bruised— so  many 
examples  are  at  hand  for  a  similar  treatment  by  the  savages— and 
more  particularly  so  from  the  Armewsick  savages  who  endeavoured 
to  surprise  us  on  the  12th  May,  1647,  at  noon,  although  it  was  ren- 
dred  void  by  God's  mercy  and  correct  informations,  and  through  a 
misunderstanding  amongst  them— and  as  he  openly  declares  that 
the  company  lias  no  right  wliatever  on  this  river,  and  that  he  pur- 
chased the  land  in  behalf  of  tlie  crown  of  Sweden ;  so  as  to  the 
Minquas  land,  that  the  company  could  not  trust  on  their  old  unin- 
terrupted possession— f /mi  the  devil  -was  the  oldest  2:>ossessor  of  hell, 
but  that  he  sometimes  admitted  a  younger  one — so  as  he  openly  de- 
clared at  his  own  table  on  the  3d  June,  1647,  in  my  presence  and  that 
of  my  wife,  with  many  other  equally  vulgar  expressions  serving 
and  intended  for  the  same  purpose ;  but— and  what  is  worse— he 
made  it  openly  manifest  by  stubborn  deeds— more  particularly  by 
enclosing  the  river,  so  that  no  vessel  can  enter  it  on  any  account 
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except  with  his  in-evious  consent,  notwithstanding  they  may  have 
been  provided  with  the  most  respectalile  commissions,  by  which 
doing  he  not  only  greatly  injures  the  freemen,  but  retards  their 
journey,  to  their  great  loss.  He  farther  in  this  manner  shamefully 
vilifies  their  High  Mightinesses  by  denying  them  their  due  respect- 
despising  and  treating  as  frivolous  and  insigniflcant  the  commis- 
sions in  virtue  of  their  High  Mightinesses'  plenitude  of  power, 
granted  in  tlieir  name  by  t  itir  Director  General  to  the  freemen. 
And  wiiereas  these  freemen  have  repeatedly  complained  to  me,  yet 
ii  was  not  in  my  power  to  afford  them  any  relief,  except— what  I 
often  did— by  renewing  my  remonstrances ;  so  is  it  at  last,  that 
several  freem,  n,  lying  here  at  anchor,  came  to  me  on  the  29th  July 
last,  and  humbly  solicited  that  I  AVould  prepare  and  present  in  their 
behalf  a  request  to  the  Director  General,  Peter  Stuyvesant,  petition- 
ing relief  from  the  hindrances  which  tlu  y  met  with. 

This  I  effected  and  transmitted  the  petition;  when,  on  the  loth 
of  August,  was  delivered  to  me  a  protest  of  the  aforesaid  Peter 
Stuyvesant  on  the  same  transaction,  v.'hich  I  delivered  on  the  17th 
instant  to  Governor  Printz,  and  received  for  answer,  that  he  would 
answer  him  in  writing.  As  I  obtained  by  his  letter  ])ermission  to 
come  thither,  so  I  went  and  arrived  on  the  7th  of  December  at 
Manhattans,  where  I  delivered  to  the  aforesaid  director  the  written 
answer  of  Governor  Printz. 

It  happened  in  the  mean  time,  during  this  winter,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  April,  1G48,  a  vessel 
arrived  from  below,  with  a  schocer  sail,  without  colours,  so  that  I 
was  doubtful,  as  not  knowing  from  where  it  came  or  what  it  was : 
whereon  I  ordered  a  gun  to  be  fired  over  it,  but  it  pursued  its 
course.  I  ordered  a  gun  to  be  fired  the  second  time,  but  it  was  not 
more  minded  than  at  the  first  time— whereon  I  despatclied  directly 
eight  men  in  its  pursuit ;  but  as  the  wind  was  fair,  and  the  weather 
very  hazy,  and  besides  very  dark,  they  could  not  reach  it ;  but  after 
two  or  three  days,  I  discovered  that  it  was  the  Swedish  bark ;  which 
again  descending  the  river,  I  asked  the  skipper  by  what  cause  he 
passed  the  fort  with  a  doorgeseliotoi  Stengel,  without  showing  his 
colours,  by  which  it  might  be  known  who  bis  master  was,  tliough 
he  had  the  colours  with  him,  as  was  evident  since  they  were  now 
flying;  he  answered  very  contemptuously,  that  if  he  had  known 
that  this  would  have  come  in  consideration,  he  would  not  have  done 
it  now,  but  that  he  should  certainly  do  so  in  future,  if  it  was  to 
irritate  and  as  a  mark  of  his  contempt— on  whicli  I  delivered  to  him 
the  following  act  for  his  Governor,  of  which  this  is  a  copy. 

"  Noble  and  valiai^l  John  Printz  :  — 

Whereas  your  siiallop  on  the  3d  instrint,  towards  evening,  sailed 
by  tlie  foit,  and  contrary  to  custom  hatii  lowered  his  colours  before 
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it  arrived  near  Fort  Nassau,  and  passed  without  shewing  his  colours, 
by  which  it  could  be  ascertained  who  was  his  master,  contrary  to 
our  arrangements,  which  you  approved,  viz.  that  our  vessels  coming 
in  the  river,  are  to  stop  near  the  forts,  even  when  it  is  sufficiently 
known  from  where  they  come,  so  that  neither  your  subjects  nor 
ours  might  be  exposed  to  any  mishap:  while  it  was  to  be  feared 
that  otherwise,  under  this  cover,  one  or  other  foreign  nation,  to 
our  great  injury,  might  pass  by.  Wherefore  I  can  not  withhold  my 
deep  surprise  with  what  object  in  view  your  Honour  permitted  this 
vessel  to  pass  by  the  fort  under  such  a  disguise.  As  far  as  I  can 
judge,  and  considering  what  in  such  case  might  and  ought  to  be 
done  against  others  arriving  here  without  orders,  it  is  certainly  not 
the  right  course  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding  between  neigh- 
bours, but  it  rather  produces  misunderstanding,  which  I  could  not 
have  expected  to  have  met  witii.  I  will  in  future  in  a  similar  case 
not  neglect  what  my  duty,  to  maintain  the  due  respect  towards 
their  High  Mightinesses  and  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  the  rights 
and  immunities  of  my  lords  and  masters,  requires  of  me;  where- 
fore  1  earnestly  solicit,  that  your  Honour  shall  prevent  it  in  future— 
as  by  a  contrary  conduct  I  should  be  compelled,  whenever  any 
difficulties  from  it  might  arise,  in  behalf  of  my  own  innocence,  to 
enter  my  protest— more  so,  as  the  skipper,  Claert  Huygen,  had  the 
effronterj'  to  boast,  that  lie  only  acted  so  to  insult  me.  and  that  he 
should  regret  it  if  he  did  otherwise  in  the  future.    Farewell. 

Done  in  Fort  Nassau,  13th  April."  '  ^^' 

As  I  was  informed  during  the  whole  winter  that  the  Swedes 
brought  together  a  large  quantity  of  logs  (greene),  and  that  already 
a  great  number  has  been  carried  to  the  Schuylkill,  which  made  me 
apprehend,  that  the  governor  had  an  intention  to  construct  some 
buildings  near  the  place  where  the  vessels  are  now  usually  laying  at 
anchor;  and  as  these  trading  as  before  had  been  driven  from 
Kinsessing,  and  we  cannot  otherwise  approach  the  large  woods  to 
trade  with  the  Minquas,  by  which  consequently  this  trade  being 
lost  to  us,  the  possession  of  this  river,  as  I  well  observed  before 
would  deserve  very  little  consideration ;  wherefore  I  dared  not  to 
withhold  this  communication,  more  so  as  I  had  no  orders  with  re- 
gard to  its  preservation,  so  that  I  now  wait  for  the  orders,  what  to 
do  in  case  tlie  Swede  might  build,  and  again  might  take  possession 
of  some  yet  unoccupied  places,  in  which  case  I  should  humbly  pro- 
pose to  take  possession  of  the  tract  of  land  nearest  to  him  in  the 
name  of  the  company.  It  happened  now  that  on  the  fourth  of  the 
same  month,  some  of  the  sachems  came  to  me  from  the  savages  of 
Passayonk,  who  asked  me  why  I  did  not  build  on  the  Schuylkill- 
that  the  Swedes  had  already  there  some  buildmgs  constructed  On 
which  I  made  an  inquiry  about  it  the  next  day,  and  receiving 
.    8— Vol.  V.  ^ 
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correct  information  with  reijard  to  the  anticipation  b}'  tlie  Swede, 
and  particularly  so  with  regard  to  some  places  of  the  highest  im- 
portance;  I  directly  prei)ared  myself  to  build  near  the  place,  and 
went  thitlier  on  the  27th  next,  with  the  most  necessary  timber, 
calling  then  without  delay  for  the  sachems,  and  stated  to  them  that 
at  present  I  came  there  with  the  intention  to  build  on  that  spot 
which  they  had  granted  nie.  On  wiiich  they  sent  an  errand  to  the 
Swedes,  who  lived  there  already,  and  commanded  him  to  depart 
from  thence,  insinuating  tliat  they  had  taken  possession  of  that 
spot  in  a  clandestine  way,  and  that  against  their  will,  and  that  they 
had  made  a  cession  for  the  jjresent  to  me ;  that  I  too  should  build 
there;  on  which  two  of  tlie  jirincipal  sachems,  as  Maartf-IIoock 
and  Wissemenets,  planted  there  with  their  own  hands  the  colours 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  ordered  that  I  should  tire  a  gun  three 
times,  as  a  mark  that  I  had  taken  possession. 

This  was  effected,  and  then  we  raised  the  house  in  the  presence 
of  the  chiefs.  Towards  evening  the  Swedish  commissary  arrived 
there  with  seven  or  eight  men.  and  asked  me  with  wliose  permission 
or  order  I  did  raise  that  building.  I  answered,  by  orders  of  my 
masters,  and  with  tiie  previous  consent  of  the  savages:  then  paus- 
ing a  little,  he  asked  me  further,  if  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  show 
ail  act,  that  I  did  so  by  order  of  my  master,  and  not  on  letters  of 
some  freemen  y  I  answered  yes:  that  I  was  ready  to  produce  it, 
after  he  should  have  delivered  me  an  act,  by  whose  orders  he  made 
such  a  demand.  In  tlie  mean  time,  the  sachems  said  to  Ilendrick 
Iluygen  and  his  company,  tliat  they  should  grant  ns  that  tract  of 
land,  and  that  we  would  settle  there;  and  asked  by  whose  orders 
they  (Swedes)  did  erect  buildings  there? — if  it  was  not  enough, 
that  they  were  already  in  possession  of  Matennekonk.  the  Sciiuyl- 
kill,  Kinsessing.  Kakanken,  Upland,  and  other  places  possessed  by 
the  Swedes,  all  whicli  they  had  stolen  from  them  ?  that  Menne- 
wit  now  about  eleven  years  past,  had  no  more  than  six  small  tracts 
of  land  upon  Paghaghacking,  purchased  to  plant  there  some 
tobacco,  of  which  the  natives,  in  gratitude,  should  enjoy  the  half  of 
tlie  produce.  If  they  coming  to  them  (pointing  at  the  Swedes) 
should  be  permitted,  when  purchasing  a  tract  of  land,  to  take  the 
next  adjoining  to  it,  as  the  Swedes  had  done  here  on  the  river,  and 
yet  continued  to  do,  that  they  were  greatly  surprised,  indeed,  that 
they  (the  Swedes)  would  prescribe  laws  to  them,  who  were  the 
original  and  natural  proprietors  of  tlie  land,  even  as  if  they  might 
not  do  with  their  own  what  they  wished  ;  that  they  (the  Swedes) 
arrived  only  lately  on  the  river,  and  had  taken  already  so  much 
land  from  them,  which  they  actually  settled,  while  we,  pointing  at 
us,  never  had  taken  from  them  any  land,  although  we  had  dwelt 
here  and  conversed  with  them  more  tliaii  tliirty  years. 

Thus  I  continued  the  commenced  work,  surrounding  the  house 
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witli  jialisades,  because  tlie  Swedes  had  destroyed  before  tlie  liouse 
wliicli  tlie  company  possessed  on  the  Schuylkill,  and  built  a  fort  in 
its  place,  and  they  might  do  perhaps  the  same  here.  While  we  thus 
were  at  work,  arrives  Moens  Klingo,  lieutenant  at  the  fort  on  the 
Schuylkill,  with  twenty-four  men  fully  armed,  with  charged  mus- 
kets, and  bearing  maces,  marching  in  ranks.  He  asked  if  we  in- 
tended to  finish  that  work,  and  if  we  would  proceed  with  it  V  To 
which  I  answered,  what  was  commenced  must  be  finished  too. 
Upon  which  he  commanded  that  his  men  should  lay  down  their 
muskets,  and  that  each  of  them  should  take  his  axe  in  his  hand, 
and  cut  down  every  tree  which  stood  around  or  near  the  house, 
destroying  even  the  fruit  trees  which  I  had  planted  there. 

On  which  arrived  here  on  the  7th  of  June  the  honourable  com- 
mittee of  the  members  of  the  high  council.  L.  Yan  Dincklagen, 
second,  and  the  honourable  La  Montague,  to  which  honourable  men 
men  the  principal  chiefs  and  original  proprietors  made  on  the  tenth 
of  the  same  month  a  public  transfer  of  the  Scliuylkill,  and 
sanctioned  the  former  purchase  to  Arent  Corst,  before  commissary 
on  the  same  Schuylkill,  and  all  the  adjoining  lands:  of  all  which 
their  honours  took  a  public  and  lawful  possession. 

After  which  said  honourable  committee,  with  a  becoming  suite, 
sailed  to  Tinnekonck,  and  were  received  tliere  by  tlie  commissary 
Huygen  and  Lieutenant  Passegay,  who  left  them  about  half  an 
hour  in  the  open  air  and  constant  rain ;  and  after  they  were  ad- 
mitted to  an  audience,  delivered  among  others  their  solemn  protest 
against  the  aforesaid  Printz  against  his  illegal  possession  of  the 
Schuylkill,  on  whicli  he  promised  to  answer  before  their  departure. 

And  as  some  freemen  solicited  that  they  might  be  permitted  to 
build,  so  were  by  their  honours  assigned  the  different  spots  to  them 
on  which  they  might  settle.  Upon  this  one  Hans  Jacobsen  made 
on  the  second  July  next  a  beginning  to  settle  himself  on  the  Schuyl- 
kill, which  was  prevented  by  the  Swedes,  the  son  of  the  governor 
Printz  being  commanded  to  execute  this  exploit,  who  tried  to  com- 
pel the  aforesaid  Hans  to  break  down  what  he  had  already  raised, 
and  when  the  aforesaid  Hans  declined  to  do  so,  he  did  it  iiimself, 
and  burnt  the  whole,  with  the  following  menaces  ''  that  if  he  there 
came  again  and  dared  to  build,  he  would  carry  off  with  him  a  good 
drubbing."" 

Not  better  fate  waited  one  Thomas  Braes,  who  went  thitlier  on 
the  sixth  instant,  to  settle  himself  at  New  Holm,  a  certain  jilace  to 
which  they  had  given  this  name.  He  was  there  scarce  three  hours, 
when  the  Swedes  under  tlie  command  of  one  Gregory  Van  Dyck, 
sergeant  {wachtmeester),  arrived  there,  and  pulled  down,  as  before 
in  similar  cases  was  put  in  practice,  all  that  had  been  raised  by 
him,  with  a  warning  that  he  should  directly  retreat,  or  they  would 
beat  him  off.    In  this  situation  affairs  remained  for  that  time. 


llfi  PAPEKS  EELATIXG  TO  THE 

While  I  in  the  mean  time  was  commanded  to  come  to  the  Man- 
hattans, I  went  thither,  and  arrived  there  on  the  eighth  day  of 
September:  wlien  there  I  made  my  report  of  the  situation  of  the 
South  river,  and  delivered  further  in  wTiting  what  in  my  opinion 
was  necessary  and  practicable.  At  this  time  notice  was  received 
l»y  land,  that  the  Swede  had  placed  a  house  just  before  the  fort 
Beavers  Rheede,  by  which  the  access  to  the  fort  was  entirely  barri- 
cadoed.  As  the  winter  season  was  approaching,  I  returned  again 
on  the  5th  of  October,  with  a  few  freemen,  to  whom  were  delivered 
letters  patent,  to  settle  and  build  on  the  Schuylkill ;  with  whom 
being  arrived  on  the  18th  October  in  the  South  river  of  New 
Netherland,  I  was  directly  informed  that  the  Swede  placed  his  best 
hope  on  the  country  of  the  Minquas  against  the  bargain  concluded 
by  us.  Wherefore,  to  prevent  similar  frivolous  pretensions,  and  to 
shew  that  the  contract  was  by  no  means  broken  by  the  honourable 
committee,  I  sent  the  following  note  to  Hendrick  Iluygens,  which 
he  might  deliver  to  his  governor :  — 

[Copij.] 
"  Honourable  and  Obliging  Good  Friend  :  Accept  my  cord- 
ial salutation.  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  was  informed  on  my  re- 
turn.thatour  fugitives  can  find  no  residence  in  the  Miiiquas  country, 
against  the  good  intentions  indeed  of  our  director  general,  who 
will  not  permit  that  any  thing  shall  l)e  undertaken  by  his  subjects 
against  our  contract,  but  he  expects  that  similar  conduct  shall  lie 
holden  from  both  sides:  and  as  I  am  certain  that  some  late  pro- 
ceedings must  arouse  his  suspicions,  so  I  considered  it  my  duty  to 
send  you  this  note  in  my  defence,  confident  that  on  this  point  your 
governor  will  alter  his  mind.  And  whereas  our  freemen  are  per- 
mitted to  follow  and  promote  their  private  concerns,  so  is  it  that 
meanwhile  one  of  the  Swedish  officers  named  Peter  Jochems,  in 
contempt  of  us.  tore  by  night  the  i)alisadoes  from  the  fort  Rheede 
witli  violence  asunder,  broke  them  all  in  this  manner  in  pieces,  and 
making  use  of  the  greatest  violence,  as  well  in  words  as  deeds, 
whereon  they  renewed  their  labours,  so  that  the  wiiole  was  finished 
on  the  4th  of  November,  which  tiien  for  the  second  time  was  torn 
down  the  Swedes,  who  broke  with  great  violence  every  piece  of 
timber — of  which  proceedings  I  transmitted  a  faithful  account  to 
the  director  general.  And  whereas  I  do  not  possess  any  other  arms 
but  paper  against  similar  procedures,  so  did  I  deem  it  necessary  to 
send  the  inclosed  protest  to  his  Honor  John  Printz." 

[Cop*/.] 
"Whereas  by  order  and  commission  of  our  director  general  P. 
Stuyvesant,  Symen  Roet.  Peter  Harmensen,  and  Cornelius  Maunt- 
ser  were  authorized  to  build  on  the  Mast-makers  corner,  so  is  it. 
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that  Symen  Roet,  in  virtue  of  this  commission,  made  a  beginning 
on  the  4th  of  November  to  raise  a  house  on  tlie  Mast-makers 
corner,  which  was  forbidden  liim  at  that  time  by  your  deputies ; 
yet,  notwithstanding  all  his  entreaties,  open  force  was  used  by  your 
subjects  to  destroy  his  work.  The  intercession  of  the  persons 
qualified  by  our  lords  and  masters  with  tlie  sui)erintendance  of  this 
colony  were  utterly  in  vain.  So  too  was  their  remonstrance,  that 
allies  as  we  are  ought  not  to  meet  one  another  with  force  and  vio- 
lence, but  on  the  contrary  act  together  in  harmony  as  good  and  true 
confederates,  leaving,  if  some  disputes  did  arise,  their  decision  to 
our  supreme  sovereign,  by  which  amicable  conduct  the  undersigned 
is  willing  to  leave  the  point  in  dispute  as  it  now  is,  till  lie  shall 
receive  further  orders. 

When  with  the  rising  sun  thty  were  warned  that  a  committee 
had  arrived,  which  consisted  of  Alexander  Boyer  and  Adrian  van 
Tienhoven,  a  warning  was  given  to  double  the  exertions,  hewing 
and  chopping  till  the  whole  was  ruined,  under  tlie  most  contempti- 
ble and  shameless  expressions  on  all  them  wiio  endeavoured  to  obey 
the  orders  of  their  masters.  Proceedings,  indeed,  wliich  can  have 
no  other  tendency  than  to  foster  mutual  rancor  and  enmity,  being 
far  remote  from  good  neighbourship,  which  we  in  every  event  en- 
deavoured to  cultivate,  and  carefully  avoided  what  might  give 
offence,  althougii  more  than  once  our  most  kind  dispositions  were 
in  a  sinster  and  malicious  manner  interpreted. 

"On  all  whicii  insolences  and  marks  of  disrespect  shewn  to  a  legal 
commission,  invested  with  authority  of  their  High  Migiitinesses, 
and  his  highness  the  Prince  of  Orange,  as  well  as  that  of  our  lords 
mayors,  with  an  open  breach  of  harmony  and  friendship,  we  are 
now  compelled  to  protest,  before  God  anil  the  world,  that  we  are 
innocent  of  all  tlie  difficulties  whicli  might  arise  from  similar  pro- 
cedures, and  openly  declare,  that  we  from  our  side  aimed  at  nothing 
else  than  wiiat  miglit  be  conducive  to  preserve  a  good  friendship, 
and  in  behalf  of  which  we  are  yet  willing  to  oblige  ourselves,  as  Me 
intend  to  remain  your  affectionate  friend. 

"A.  HUDDE. 

"Done  in  Fort  Nassau,  on  the  South  river,  in  New  Netherlands, 
7th  September,  1648." 
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A  DECLARATION  SHEWING  THE  ILLEGALITY  AND 

UNLAWFULL  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

PATENT  OF  MARYLAND. 


1040. 
In  the  yeare  1607.  divers  ])recedins  discoveryes  haveiiip  contirmed 
an  opinion  that  the  Countrie  of  Virginia  was  fitt  for  i)lantation.  it 
pleased  God  to  affect  tlie  minds  of  verie  manie  wortliiely  disi)osed 
noblemen  gentlemen  and  otliers.  to  conceave  it  as  a  matter  of  great 
religion  and  honor  to  nndertake  the  worke  of  perfecting  a  Christian 
plantation  in  tliose  i)arts:  whereupon  King  James  was  i)leased  to 
become  the  first  founder  of  this  noble  work,  and  by  his  Letters  Pat- 
tents  from  time  to  time  renewed  and  enlarged,  granted  all  ample 
privileges  &  immunities  both  to  those  that  mannaged  the  business 
in  England  and  to  those  that  went  to  inhabite  there  :  Avhieh  gave 
soe  great  an  incoui\agement  that  50  Earles  and  Barons  350  Knights 
and  600  gentlemen  and  merchants  of  primest  ranke  became  incor- 
porated and  Avere  originally  named  in  the  Letters  Pattents  l)y  the 
name  of  The  Com])any  of  Virginia,  being  a  greater  union  of  nobles 
and  commons  than  ever  concurred  in  that  kingdome  to  sucli  an  im- 
dertaking.  But  neverthelesse  partly  by  the  naturall  difficultyes  inci- 
dent to  all  new  plantations,  but  cliielly  through  the  unnaturall  and 
faulty  impediments  arising  by  thecrosse  agitations  of  two  i)owerf nil 
factions  in  the  Company,  the  worke  went  heavely  on  for  the  first  12 
yeares,  appearing  desperat  in  the  severall  ill  successes  thereof.  And 
though  afterwards  some  what  advanced  and  prosperous,  yett  in  the 
yeare  1621,  by  the  fatall  blow  of  a  massaker,  it  was  almost  shattered 
to  pieces  and  brought  to  a  calamitous  condition ;  which  occasion, 
the  contrarie  faction  presently  tooke  hold  of,  in  soe  much  that  they 
exceedingly  scandalized  action,  and  cared  not  to  cast  an  aspersion 
on  the  countrie  and  on  tlie  wliole  managem'  by  that  affaire ;  and  tlien 
stroiigly  possessed  and  advised  the  then  Kinge  against  the  forme  of 
the  Conipanyes  government  as  consisting  of  an  excessive  number  of 
Counsellors  and  a  confused  popularity,  as  being  a  nurse  of  parlia- 
mentary spirits  and  obnoxiousto  monarchicall  governm'.  Hereupon 
an  order  was  made  the  8">  Octolier  1623  at  the  Counsell  Table, 
wherein'  the  Company  were  moved  to  give  their  assents  for  surrend- 
ing  their  Pattent  and  altering  their  forme  of  goverment,  and  a  new 
one  was  projiosed  wherein  the  right  and  interests  of  all  men  should 
be  preserved,  w^''  order  tlie  Comi»any  not  submitting  unto,  a  (^>uo 
Warranto  was  directed  for  the  calling  in  of  their  Pattent  and  an  ad- 
vantage being  taken  upon  tlieir  misi)leading,  the  Pattent  was  con- 
demned in  Trinity  Terme  following  but  for  manie  yeares  after  noe 
judgment  entered,  and  to  this  time  not  vacated  upon  the  Record  of 
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the  Office  of  the  EoUs,  whereby  some  that  sought  the  overthrow  of 
the  Lord  Baltiniores  pattent  for  Maryhmd  in  the  liegining  of  the 
]3arhiment  in  Anno  1640  tooke  out  the  Virginia  PattenC  againe  under 
the  Broad  Seale  of  England :  thei'efore  thought  V)y  i)rime  lawyers 
now  to  be  unquestionably  in  force,  and  that  of  Maryland  inconsist- 
ent and  void.  Thus  in  breife  was  the  late  Company  dissolved  and 
a  comission  given  to  divers  Lords  and  others  for  present  direction 
and  ordering  the  affaires  of  Yu'ginia,  and  tliat  they  should  advise 
touching  a  better  forme  of  government  for  advansing  &  establishing 
the  Colony.  Then  issued  also  severall  proclamations  and  severall 
orders  of  the  Counsell  Table,  w"'  great  asshurances  under  the  Broad 
Seale  and  Privy  Seale  that  all  men  w"'  the  Adventurers  and  Planters 
shoidd  be  asshured  that  theire  riglits  and  interests  should  be  con- 
served and  enlai'ged,  onely  alteration  made  in  point  of  goverment; 
but  both  that  comission  and  the  renewing  of  the  Conipanyes  charter 
expired ,  and  all  those  proceedinges  were  delayed  by  reason  of  the  death 
of  King  James,  w'""  then  suddenly  ensued.  The  principall  scope  of 
that  Comission  was,  that  they  should  found  a  better  forme  of  gover- 
ment for  the  Plantations  advancement,  and  therein  was  especially 
promised  the  conservation  of  every  man's  right:  intentions  worthy 
the  wisdome  of  soe  great  a  Prince.  But  nothinge  was  done  by  those 
Comissioners  touchinge  eitlier  of  those  ends,  nor  l)y  tliose  whose  pro- 
secution these  things  happined,  who  having  attained  theire  private 
ends  of  sjtleene  and  ])rolht,  upon  the  ciianges  and  revolutions  of  eii- 
shuing  times,  deserted  the  interest  of  the  Colony  and  left  her  welt- 
ring  in  her  bloud,  unsupplied  w"*  amunition  and  armes,  in  the  heate 
of  a  difficult  warr  with  the  Indians,  theburtjien  and  charge  whereof 
was  onely  undergon  by  the  remayning  i)lanters,  who  thus  forsaken 
by  her  former  friends,  were  constrained  both  to  fight  and  worke  for 
their  lives  and  subsistance,  and  thereby  preserved  the  Colony  from 
desertion,  and  at  last  restored  her  to  peace  and  plentie.  And  then 
about  the  yeare  1G33  the  Lord  Baltimore  pretending,  though  not 
truelie  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  countrie  was  unplanted ,  procured 
that  the  aforesaid  judgement  soe  longe  delayed  was  entered,  and  ob- 
tayned  a  Pattent  for  that  parte  now  called  Maryland  w"^  hee  hath 
since  held  with  a  few  people  and  small  adventurers,  debarring  those 
to  whome  it  justlie  belonged,  from  planting  it  destroying  and  ruyn- 
ating  those  formerlie  feated  under  Virginia  at  the  He  of  Kent,  and 
interdicting  traide  w"'  the  Indians  for  furrs,  discovered  and  begun 
by  them,  w*^*"  since  by  that  meanes  is  injoyed  h\  the  Sweeds  and 
Dutch,  and  doth  bring  them  in  yearely  manie  thousand  pounds, 
which  trade  mought  have  bhi  solie  in  the  English  nations  hands,  had 
not  the  Lord  of  Baltimore  interdicted  it,  seased  all  vessellsand  dis- 
planted  theire  plantations;  w"''  Sweeths  and  Dutch  doe  trade  for 
great  quantities  of  gunns,  powder  and  shot  w"'  our  Indians,  to  the 
totall  indangering  this  Colony  if  not  timely  prevented.    Such  a 
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giounde  worke  had  the  Patteiit  of  Maryland  upon  the  rightes  and 
labors  of  others  «fc  as  unreasonable  have  been  the  whole  proceedings 
&  management  of  theire  Colony  and  interests :  at  theire  first  arrivall 
surprizing  and  contiscating  many  vessells  w""  the  goods  of  divers 
that  they  found  trading  w"'  the  natives  under  the  comissions  of  Vir- 
ginia &  professing  an  establishment  of  the  Romish  relligion  onely, 
they  suppressed  the  poore  protestants  amongst  them,  and  carried  on 
the  whole  frame  of  theire  goverment  in  tiie  Lord  Proprietors  name, 
all  their  ])roeeedings  judicature  tryalls  and  warrants  in  his  name, 
power  &  dignity  and  from  him  onely ;  not  the  least  mention  of  a 
King  in  all  theire  goverment,  to  that  purpose  forcedly  imposing 
oathes  of  fidelity  <fc  to  mainetaine  his  regall  jurisdictions  and  prerog- 
atives &  dominion,  to  protect  cheifly  the  Romane  Catholiche  religion 
in  the  free  exercise  thereof ;  and  all  done  by  yearelie  instructions 
from  him  out  of  England,  as  if  hee  had  been  absolute  Prince  and 
King.  By  all  which  it  is  easily  evident  that  the  pattent  of  Maryland 
was  grounded  on  noe  good  foundation,  the  King  beeing  misinformed, 
when  in  noe  thinge  more  deeply  and  directlye  could  the  honour  and 
justice  of  his  throne  be  concerned  then  in  conferming  and  consern- 
ing  the  interest  of  soe  great  a  conjuncture  of  nobles  knights  and 
gentlemen,  and  merchants  of  primest  ranck,  who  soe  piously  and 
worthily  adventured  theire  moneys  and  expended  theire  estates  and 
paines.  whose  rights  and  interests  though  theire  Pattent  were  called 
in  for  the  time,  yett  had  received  the  most  solenie  declarations  of 
asshurances  under  the  Broad  Seale  and  Privy  Signette,  orders  of 
Counsell,  letters  to  the  Colony  and  by  generall  proclamation  there 
and  here  in  England,  that  it  were  impious  to  tliincke  that  either  the 
then  Kinge  or  Kinge  James,  being  rightlie  informed,  would  ever 
have  granted  such  a  pattent  as  this  of  Maryland  is,  being  nere  two 
third  ]jarts  of  the  better  territory  of  Virginia,  and  as  noe  way  con- 
sistent Av""  equity  and  the  honor  and  publique  faith  of  the  kingdome, 
soe  was  no  waie  in  the  absolute  and  regall  powers  asshumed  and 
executed  by  him,  agreeable  to  the  late  Monarchical!  Government  or 
the  present  authoritie  of  the  Commune- Wealth  of  England,  and 
most  injurious  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  noble  Adventurers 
and  the  painef ul  and  indifaticable  planters  who  had  soe  longe  con- 
served her  from  total!  mine. 

A  shorte  and  successive  narration  of  the  moste  of  tlie  afforsaid 
publique  assurances  followes,  viz'. 

1.  First  by  an  order  of  the  Counsell  8  Octob.  1623  (before  the  Law 
Warrants)  brought  to  arme  tlie  mindes  of  tlie  adventurers  and 
Planters  against  any  mistaken  teare  and  apprehension,  as  if  tlieir 
estates  should  receive  prejudice. 

2.  And  whereas  the  Lords  of  the  Counsel!  were  informed  that  the 
intended  change  of  the  goverment  had  begott  a  general!  discour- 
agment  among  tlie  Adventurers,  notw"'standing  sundrie  otlier  de- 
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clarations  made  at  the  Board  viva  voce,  and  tliat  former  act  of 
Counsell,  their  Lo''''*  were  pleased  by  an  order  of  the  20"'  Octob.  1623 
to  declare  againe  that  there  was  no  other  intention,  but  onely  and 
meerelie  the  reforming  and  cliange  of  y'  present  goverment  and 
that  no  man  sliould  receive  any  prejudice  but  have  liis  estate  fuUie 
and  whollie  confermed,  and  if  in  any  thinge  it  were  found  defective, 
better  to  be  secured.  Which  order  by  their  Lopp^  comand.  was  sent 
over  and  published  in  Virginia  and  theire  Generall  Assembly,  for 
encouragment  of  the  Planters. 

1G24.  3.  Kinge  James  was  allso  ])leased  to  expresse  the  same  in 
his  comission  to  sundry  of  his  owne  Privy  Counsell  and  other  Comis- 
sioners  for  the  time  being,  for  the  affayres  of  Virginia  lo'"  July  1624 
that  his  intention  was  to  alter  the  Lettres  Patents  as  to  the  forme 
of  goverment,  but  w""  preservation  of  the  interests  of  every  Adven- 
turer and  Planter. 

1624.  4.  And  the  like  declaration  of  the  Kings  intention  was 
expressed  in  the  comission  under  the  Broad  Seale  then  sent  to  S-" 
Francis  Wyatt  and  the  Counsell  then  appoynted  by  his  Ma"-^  to 
governe  and  direct  the  affaires  and  people  in  Virginia ;  and  the  like 
hath  bin  inserted  in  all  King  Charles  comissions  that  have  bin  given 
to  all  the  Governors  of  Virginia  that  have  been  since  that  time  to 
this  present.  Neither  was  there  any  alteration  of  the  orders  and 
instructions  formerly  given  by  the  Company  for  the  goverment  of 
the  Colony,  but  rather  a  confermation  and  approbation  of  them, 
that  they  stand  in  force  to  this  dale ;  soe  that  in  no  point  were  they 
ever  taxed  for  misgoverment. 

1625.  5.  Alsoe  then  King  Charles  by  his  Proclamation  13"^  May 
anno  1»  declared  that  his  aime  was  onely  to  reduce  the  goverment 
into  such  a  right  course  as  might  best  agree  w'"  the  forme  held  in 
the  rest  of  his  monarchy,  and  not  intended  to  impeach  the  interest 
of  any  Adventurer  or  Planter. 

1625.  ^  6.  The  Lords  of  the  (Jounsell  by  their  letters  dated  Octob. 
24'"  1625,  signify  that  the  Kings  pleasure  was  to  perserve  every 
mans  perticuler  right  and  the  Planters  to  injoye  theire  former  priv- 
iledges,  w'"  addition  of  other  requisite  immunities,  encouraging  also 
the  Planters  to  discoveryes  by  sea  and  land  and  to  perfect  the  trade 
of  furrs.  Which  letter  according  to  their  Lo^^  comand  therein  ex- 
pressed, was  published  in  Virginia  for  their  encouragment. 

1628.  7.  The  King  also  for  the  encouragment  of  the  Planters  by 
his  royal  letters  12'"  Septemb.  1628  was  pleased  to  promise  thereby 
to  renew  and  conferme  unto  the  Colony,  under  the  Great  Seale  of 
England,  theire  lands  and  priviledges  formerly  granted  them. 

]  634.  8.  And  when  the  Generall  Assembly  consisting  of  the  Gov- 
ernor Counsell  and  Burgesses  of  the  whole  Colony  complained  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Counsell  of  the  interruption  of  theire  trade  by  the 
Lord  Baltimores  Deputyes,  their  Lordshipes  were  pleased  by  theire 
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letters  of  the  22"'  July  1G34.  to  signifie  that  the  Plantation  of  Vir- 
ginia should  enjoy  theire  estates  and  trades  with  the  same  free- 
domes  &  priviledges  as  they  did  before  tiie  recalling  of  their  pattent. 

By  all  which  it  appears  that  howsoever  the  goverment  could  not 
he  reduced  from  that  poinilar  forme  of  the  Company  in  England 
but  by  revocation  of  the  Patent  itselfe ;  yett  in  respect  of  both  the 
Kings  declarations  and  the  Lords  order,  tlie  Adventurers  &  Planters 
of  Virginia,  as  to  theire  rights  and  priviledges  according  to  the  rule 
of  efjuitie.  remaine  in  the  same  condition  as  if  noe  such  judgment 
had  bin  given. 

Obj :  But  they  often  answere  hereunto  to  tliis  effect,  though  not 
truely  neitlier : — That  tlie  Lord  Baltimore  Patent  takes  in  noe  part 
that  the  Virginians  liad  then  planted,  and  soe  the  interest  of  all 
men  is  perserved,  and  that  ISIaryland  is  noe  other  than  as  a  per- 
ticuler  plantation,  as  the  Company  used  to  grant  to  divers  Adven- 
turers and  Planters,  and  that  the  Kinge  might  doe  as  much  as  the 
Company  while  they  stood. 

Ans""  1.  Wee  replie  that  the  Adventurers  and  Phmters  were  en- 
couraged to  expend  their  estates  in  soe  vast  a  proportion  and  to 
hazard  theire  lives  in  all  extremityes,  allwayes  accomi)anying  new 
beginnings  in  liojte  that  theire  shares  ujjon  y"  division  of  tlie  lands 
(being  2()(J  miles  along  the  seashore  and  into  tlie  land  from  sea  to 
sea)  would  recompence  them  and  theire  heires.  This  interest,  ])y 
this  Patent  of  the  Lord  of  Baltimores,  comprehending  two  degrees 
W'*  is  sixscore  miles,  is  wholly  taken  from  them,  and  scarce  is  their 
any  roome  for  any  Adventurers  to  take  up  any  land  due  unto  them. 

2'"->  All  adventurers  of  the  Company  were  Tenants  in  common  to 
all  the  land  which  was  not  actually  devided  and  sett  out.  and  theire 
claime  cannot  justly  be  wipt  out  thus;  and  yett  theire  interests 
sayed  to  be  reserved. 

S*^''  That  the  Lord  of  Baltimore  might  have  as  large  a  proportion 
of  land  as  ever  was  granted  to  any  by  the  Company ;  but  wee  tliincke 
agreeing  to  reason  that  bee  should  people  it,  and  either  showe  his 
right  to  it  by  the  adventnre  of  people  sent  over  to  plant  it ;  W"  was 
by  the  Company  appoynted  to  bee  JO  acres  to  evrie  person  trans- 
ported thither,  or  els  to  have  soe  manie  shares  of  land  as  hee  can 
showe  right  to,  by  the  adventure  of  money  in  the  old  stocke.  Other- 
wise how  unreasonable  is  it  he  should  jjossess  two  third  partes  of 
the  Bay  of  Virginia,  w"'^  male  truely  be  sayd  to  be  as  bigg  as  the 
Kingdome  of  England  &  Scotland  ane  yet  now  in  seventene  yeares, 
have  not  more  men  there,  except  such  as  have  gone  from  Virginia, 
then  can  or  doe  plant  three  or  fower  hundred  acres,  and  those 
cheifly  imployed  in  tobacco,  and  the  great  name  of  Maryland  is  in 
effect  made  but  a  factorie  for  trade,  a  nursery  of  Jesuites,  and  a 
barre  to  keepe  off  other  planters  from  the  best  and  temperatest 
partes  of  the  countrey,  W''  being  further  remoate  from  the  sea,  and 
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more  northward,  are  thought  somewhat  healthfuller  tlian  the  lower 
parts  of  Virginia. 

4tbh  -^Ygg  gjjy  ^ij^t  after  wee  had  discovered  &  brought  the  Indians 
of  tliose  partes  of  Maryland  to  a  trade  of  corne  and  bever,  by  veitue 
of  the  Kings  instructions  under  the  Broad  Seale  av"*  expence  of  our 
blonds  and  estates,  and  exercised  annuall  entercourse  w"'  them 
above  eight  and  twentie  yeares,  how  can  it  be  said  tliat  our  interests 
are  preserved,  when  wee  a)-e  interdicted  the  trade,  our  vessells  «S: 
goods  seized,  our  persons  imprisoned  and  men  slaine,  and  the  whole 
trade  assumed  only  to  the  Lord  Baltimores  use. 

5'-^'  Wee  clearely  claime  right  by  possession,  having  planted  the  Isle 
of  Kent  almost  three  yeares  before  ever  tne  name  JNlaryland  was 
heard  of,  &  Burgesses  for  that  place  setting  in  the  Assemblyes  of 
Virginia ;  whereby  it  is  evident  that  the  Lord  of  Baltimores  sug- 
gestion to  the  King  that  those  parts  were  uncultivated  and  un- 
planted,  unlesse  by  barbarous  people  not  having  knowledge  of  God, 
was  a  misinformation,  and  by  it  tiiat  Patent  appeares  illegally 
gotten.  And  if  the  Lord  of  Baltimore  takes  awaie  those  lands  (who 
have  also  purchased  the  interest  of  the  natives,  a  right  not  incon- 
siderable) and  seize  theire  goods,  and  that  in  an  hostile  manner,  as 
hee  hath  done.  How  can  it  be  said  those  mens  riglits  and  interests 
are  preserved,  they  being  the  tirst  discoverers  of  tliat  Hand  by  ver- 
tue  of  the  Kings  Comission  and  planted  there  vuider  the  goverment 
of  Virginia,  on  the  confidence  they  apprehended  from  the  former 
asshurances,  and  their  begann  in  great  parte  the  trade  of  furres, 
w^""  is  ];ow  usurped  by  the  Dutch  &  Swedes,  the  Lord  Baltimore  not 
beeing  able  to  manage  it  himselfe. 

How  unjust  an  intrusion  tiien  will  tlie  Lord  of  Baltimores  patent 
appeare,  w^''  overthrowes  the  interest  of  soe  many  noblemen  gentle- 
men and  poore  planters  (for  the  Company  of  Virginia  Avere  of  a 
nature  diversitied  from  otlier  companyes)  w"''  if  it  had  not  been 
founded  on  sue  good  grounds,  yett  theire  zeale  and  pious  iudeavors 
to  propagate  the  true  Christian  relligion,  to  enlarge  the  Englisli 
Dominions  and  to  encrease  the  trade  and  strength  of  shipping  and 
considerably  the  customes,  doth  deserve  justice  w"'  addition  of  a 
reward  for  soe  hon"'''  and  good  iutentious. 
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REMONSTRANCE  OF  THE  DEPUTIES  FROM  NEW 
NETHERLAND. 


Hepresentation  of  New  Netherlands  as  regards  its  Location,  Produc- 
tiveness and  Poor  Condition. 

Among  all  the  enterprising  ]>eoi)le  in  the  world,  who  search  for 
foreign  countries,  navigable  waters  and  trade,  those  who  bear  the 
name  of  Netherlanders  will  very  easily  be  able  to  hold  tlieir  rank 
among  the  foremost,  as  is  sufficiently  known  to  all  those  who  have 
in  any  wise  saluted  the  threshold  of  history.  It  will,  in  like  manner, 
be  also,  confirmed  by  our  following  Relation,  for  in  the  year  of 
Christ  1609,  was  the  Country,  of  which  we  now  propose  to  speak, 
fiist  found  and  discovered  at  the  expense  of  the  General  East  India 
Company — though  directing  their  aim  and  design  elsewhere — by  the 
ship  de  Halve  Mane,  whereof  Henry  Hudson  was  master  and  factor. 
It  was  afterwards  named  New  Netherland  by  our  people,  and  that 
very  justly,  for  it  was  first  discovered,  and  taken  possession  of,  by 
Netherlanders  and  at  their  expense,  so  that  even  at  the  present  day, 
the  natives  of  the  country,  (who  are  so  old  as  to  remember  the 
event)  testify,  that  on  seeing  the  Dutch  ships  on  tiieir  first  coming 
here,  they  knew  not  what  to  make  of  them,  and  coidd  not  compre- 
hend, wdaether  they  came  down  from  Heaven  or  whether  they  were 
Devils.  Some  among  them,  on  its  fii'st  ai>proach,  even  imagined  it 
to  be  a  fish,  or  some  sea  monster,  so  that  a  strange  rumor  concern- 
ing it  fiew  throughout  the  -wiiole  country.  We  have  heard  the  In- 
dians also  frequently  say,  that  they  knew  of  no  other  world  or  people 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Netherlanders  here.  For  these 
reasons,  therefore,  and  on  account  of  tlie  similarity  of  Climate, 
Situation  and  fertility,  this  place  is  rightly  called  New  Nethek- 
LAND.  It  is  situate  along  the  North  Coast  of  North  America,  in 
the  latitude  of  38,39, 40, 41, 42  degrees,  or  thereabouts.  It  is  bounded 
on  the  North  East  side  by  New  England,  on  the  South  West  by 
Virginia;  the  coast  trends  mostly  South  West  and  North  East, 
and  is  washed  by  the  Ocean ;  on  the  North  runs  the  river  of  Canada, 
a  great  way  off  in  the  interior ;  the  North  West  side  is  partly  still 
unknown. 

The  land  of  itself  is  fertile,  and  capable  of  being  entirely  culti- 
vated by  an  abundance  of  people,  were  it  judiciously  divided  ac- 
cording to  circumstances.  The  climate  here  is  i)leasant,  and  more 
temperate  than  in  Netherland.  The  winds  are  changeable  and 
blow  from  all  points,  but  generally  from  the  South  west  and  North 
west:  The  summer  furnishes  the  first  of  these,  the  winter  the 
latter,  which  sometimes  blows  very  sharply,  but  it  is,  nevertheless, 
the  preservation  of  the  coimtry,  in  regard  of  the  public  health ;  for, 
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being  very  bracing  and  pure,  it  drives  all  damps  and  superfluous 
moisture  verj'  far  from  the  land,  or  exhausts  itself.    The  Coast  is 

i  generally  clean  and  sandy:  the  Foreland  doubles  or  is  broken  into 

Islands.  To  the  east  of  the  North  River  lies  Long  Island,  about  40 
leagues  in  length,  forming  a  fine  wide  river  which  opens  into  the 
Ocean  at  each  extremity  and  affords  a  very  convenient  passage  in- 
side, along  the  shores,  without  much  risk  from  the  Sea,  on  account 
of  the  great  abundance  of  safe  bays  and  other  anchorage  grounds ; 
so  that  vessels  can  securely  sail  through  it,  both  Eastward  and 
Westward,  even  in  the  Avinter.  There  are  several  inlets  along  the 
south  coast,  before  reaching  the  South  River,  but  they  are  mostly 
muddy  and  sandy ;  nevertheless,  with  proper  experience,  they  could 
be  made  use  of.'  Inside  these  again,  are  large  bays  and  valleys,  but 
the  bays  are  for  the  most  part  shallow.  On  the  Sea  side  the  land  is 
commonly  sandy  or  compact  (sivgelachtich),  not  very  high,  yet  tol- 
erably fertile,  so  that  it  is  for  the  most  part  covered  with  handsome 
trees. 

The  Country  generally  is  in  many  places  hilly,  with  some  high 
Mountains,  likewise  many  very  fine  Flats  and  Maize  lands,  together 
with  extensive  Valleys,  some  of  which  are  salt,  others  again  are 
fresh;  all  very  good  Meadows.  With  the  exception  of  the  Maize 
lands,  flats  and  valleys,  which  liave  few  or  no  trees  and  could  with 
little  labor  be  converted  into  good  tillage  land,  the  soil  is  com- 
monly covered  with  all  sorts  of  timber  standing,  however,  without 
oi'der  as  in  other  wildernesses. 

The  seasons  here  are  about  the  same  as  in  Netherland,  but  the 
summer  is  warmer  and  begins  more  suddenly;  the  winter  is  cold, 
and  far  in  the  interior,  or  towards  the  most  northern  part,  colder 
than  in  Netherland ;  'tis  likewise  subject  to  a  great  deal  of  Snow 
which  also  remains  a  long  time,  far  in  the  interior  however,  fully  3, 
4  @  5  months  on  the  ground :  but  near  the  Seacoast  it  is  quickly 

i  dissolved  by  the  Southerly  wind;  moreover,  Thunder,  Lightning, 

Rain,  heavy  showers,  Hail,  Snow,  Rime,  Dew,  Frost  and  such  like 
are  the  same  here  as  in  Netherland.  except  that  in  summer  'tis  sub- 
ject to  more  sudden  tornadoes. 

The  soil  is  fit  and  adapted  to  the  bearing  of  all  kinds  both  of 
Winter  and  Summer  crops,  and  that  with  less  labor  and  tilling 
than  in  Netherland.  It  produces  several  kinds  of  timber,  suitable 
for  the  construction  of  houses  and  ships,  be  they  large  or  small,  con- 
sisting of  various  sorts  of  oak,  to  wit : — Post  oak,  smooth  white 
bark,  rough  white  bark,  grey  bark,  black  bark  and  still  another 
sort,  which,  by  reason  of  its  softness,  is  called  butter  oak;  (5)  but 
it  is  the  poorest  of  all,  and  not  veiy  valuable.  The  others,  if  culti- 
vated as  in  Netherland,  would  be  as  good  as  any  Flemish  or  Bra- 
bant oaks;  various  sorts  of  Nut  timber,  such  as  oil  nut,  large  and 
small ;  hickory,  also  large  and  small.    This  timber  is  very  abundant 
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here,  and  mueli  used  as  firewood,  for  which  it  is  also  riyiit  well 
ada])lcd:  Chestnuts,  as  in  Netlierland.  but  they  grow  wild  without 
resularity ;  three  sorts  of  Beeches,  such  as  the  water  beech ,  common 
beech  and  hedge  beech,  axhandle  wood,  two  sorts  of  canoe  wood, 
ash.  birch,  pine,  lathwood,  Imberen  or  wild  cedar,  linden,  alder, 
willow,  thorn,  elder,  with  divers  other  s]3ecies  adapted  to  many 
purposes,  but  tlie  names  thereof  are  rmknown  to  us  :  we  will  ghully 
submit  tliem  to  carpenters  for  further  examination. 

The  fruits  which  the  country  naturally  produces  consist  chietly  of 
acorns,  some  of  them  very  sweet,  nuts  of  various  sorts,  cliestnuts, 
beechnuts,  but  not  many,  midl)errys,  plums,  medlars,  wild  cherries 
and  black  currants,  gooseberries,  abundance  of  hazel  nuts,  small 
api)les.  a  great  abundance  of  strawberries  throughout  the  entire 
country  with  considerable  other  fruits  and  roots,  of  which  the 
Indians  make  use.  There  are  also  quantities  of  bill-berries  or  blue- 
berries together  with  ground  nuts  and  artichokes.  Almost  the 
whole  country,  as  well  the  forests  as  the  maize  lands  and  flats,  is 
full  of  vines,  but  principally— as  if  they  had  been  planted  there — 
around  and  along  the  banks  of  the  brooks,  streams  and  rivers  which 
coiu'se  and  tlow  in  abundance  very  conveniently  and  agreeably  all 
through  the  land.  The  grapes  are  of  many  varieties;  some  white, 
some  blue,  some  very  fleshy  and  fit  only  to  make  raisins  of  :  some 
again  are  juicy,  some  very  large,  others  on  the  contrary  small ;  their 
juice  is  ])leasant  and  some  of  it  white,  like  French  or  Rhenish  Wine  ; 
that  of  others,  again,  a  very  deep  red,  like  Tent ;  some  even  ])aler ; 
the  vines  run  far  up  the  trees  and  are  shaded  by  their  leaves,  so  that 
the  grnpes  are  slow  in  ripening  and  a  little  sour,  but  were  cultiva- 
tion and  knowledge  ai>plied  here,  doubtless  as  fine  Wines  would  then 
l)e  made  as  in  any  other  wane  growing  countries.  As  for  the  rest, 
all  fruits  which  will  grow  in  Netlierland  will  also  thrive  in  New 
Netherland,  without  requiring  as  much  care  as  must  be  given  to  the 
former.  All  garden  fruits  succeed  likewise  very  well  tliere,  but  are 
drier,  sweeter  and  better  flavored  than  in  Netherland.  As  a  proof 
of  this,  we  may  properly  instance  melons  and  citrons  or  water- 
melons, whicli  readily  grow,  in  New  Netherland,  in  the  fields,  if  the 
briars  and  weeds  be  only  kept  from  them,  whereas  in  Netherland 
they  require  i)articular  attention  in  gardens,  either  from  amateurs 
or  those  who  raise  them  for  profit,  and  yet  are  not  near  as  i)erfect 
nor  as  ])alatable  as  they  usually  are  in  New  Netherland.  All  kinds 
of  pumpkins,  or  such  like,  grow  there  much  drier,  sweeter,  more 
delicious,  and  of  better  flavor,  which  is  caused  by  the  temperateness 
and  i)leasantness  of  the  climate. 

The  domestic  cattle  are  (6)  here  in  size  and  other  respects  about 
the  same  as  in  Netherland,  but  the  English  cows  and  swine  thrive 
and  feed  best :  yea,  appear  to  be  better  suited  to  this  country  than 
those  from  Holland;  they  require  also  less  trouble,  expense  and 
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attention,  for  it  is  not  necessary  to  look  so  much  after  the  inferior 
stock,  such  as  swine  in  winter  ;  but  if  done  in  some  sort,  wlienever 
there  is  deep  snow,  'twill  be  so  much  the  better.  Milcli  cows,  also 
are  much  less  trouble  tlian  in  Holland,  for,  most  of  tlie  time,  or 
Avhen  necessity  demands,  a  little  hay  is  only  occasionally  thrown  to 
them. 

The  wild  animals  here  consist  principally  of  lions,  but  they  are 
few:  bears, of  which  there  are  many  ;  elks,  a  great  number  of  deer, 
some  of  Avhich  are  entirely  white  and  others  wholly  black,  but  the 
latter  are  very  rare.  The  Indians  say  that  the  white  deer  have  a 
great  retinue  of  other  deer,  by  which  they  are  highly  esteemed,  be- 
loved and  honored,  and  that  it  is  quite  the  contrary  with  regard  to 
those  tliat  are  black.  There  are,  besides,  divers  other  large  animals 
in  the  interior,  but  they  are  vmknown  to  Christians ;  also,  wolves, 
but  dangerous  only  to  small  cattle  ;  likewise  beavers,  otters,  fishers, 
catamounts,  foxes,  racoons,  minks,  hares,  muskrats  about  as  large 
as  cats,  martens  and  squirrels,  some  of  which  can  even  fly ;  there 
are.  besides,  woodchucks  and  divers  other  small  animals,  but  for  the 
most  part,  as  we  are  informed,  unknown  to  the  Christians. 

The  comitry  is  in  no  wise  deprived  of  its  share  of  birds,  for  there 
are  found  great  numbers  of  birds  of  prey,  such  as :  two  varieties  of 
Eagles,  some  they  name  white  heads,  which  have  a  white  head, 
white  tail  and  white  striking  feathers  :  the  others  are  the  common. 
Also.  Hawks,  Sakers,  .Sjjarrowhaws,  Duck-hawks,  isteeitcrifters), 
Chicken-hawks  and  various  other  sorts,  all  birds  of  prey,  and  capable 
of  being  trained  and  used  for  falconry,  though  some  of  them  differ 
somewhat  in  shape  from  those  in  Xetherland.  Here  is,  also,  a  bird 
of  a  white  color  with  a  head  like  a  cat's,  and  a  body  like  a  big  owl. 
AYe  know  no  name  for  it  in  Dutch.  In  France  they  call  it  Grand 
dux,  and  it  is  held  in  high  estimation.  The  other  land  birds  con- 
sist mostly  of  Turkeys,  the  same  as  in  Netherland,  but  wild,  and 
best  and  plentiest  in  winter  ;  also  various  sorts  of  partridges,  some 
smaller,  some  larger,  than  in  Xetherland;  Plover,  wood  and  water 
Snipe,  Pheasants,  Heath-hens, "Jilso  Cranes,  Herons,  Bitterns,  multi- 
tudes of  Pigeons  closely  resembling  wood  i)igeons,  but  a  little 
smaller;  likewise.  Quails,  Merlins,  Thi-ushes,  Sand-pipers,  but  dif- 
fering in  some  respects  from  the  Dutch  species.  There  are  also 
other  small  birds,  some  of  which  sing,  but  the  names  of  most  of 
them  are  unknown  to  us,  and  would  also  take  too  long  to  enumerate. 

Different  sorts  of  water  fowl  likewise  are  found  there,  which  are 
all  very  good  and  fit  to  eat;  such  as  Swans,  similar  to  those  in 
Xetherland,  and  fully  as  large;  three  species  of  Geese,  to  wit,  grey 
geese,  whicli  are  the  largest  and  best ;  (7)  Brant  geese,  and  White 
heads ;  Ducks  of  various  sorts :  Widgeons,  Divers,  Coots,  Spoonbills, 
and  several  other  kinds,  but  not  so  numerous  as  the  foregoing. 

The  River  Pish  here  is  almost  the  same  as  in  Netherlaud,  and 
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consists  of  Salmon.  Sturgeon,  Striped-bass,  Drum-fish,  Shad,  Carp, 
Perch,  Pike,  Trout,  Roach,  Bull-heads.  Suckers,  Sun-fish.  Eels, 
Nine-eyes  or  lampreys,  but  much  more  abundant  and  larger  than 
in  Xetherland  ;  there  are  various  other  species  of  fish,  of  which  we 
know  not  the  names. 

In  the  salt  water  are  found  cod-fish,  shell-fish,  weak-fish,  herring, 
mackerel. thornbacks,  flounders.  i)laice,  sheeps-heads,  {.steenhraseyyis^) 
black-fish,  sharks,  [zeehondoi,)  tamt/ns  and  divers  others,  together 
with  lobsters,  craljs,  concks.  from  which  the  Indians  make  white  and 
black  wampum,  abundance  of  oysters  and  muscles,  Avith  many  other 
similar  sorts  of  sheU  fish  resembling  each  other,  with  the  names  of 
which  we  are  not  acquainted.  There  are,  also,  both  sea  and  land 
tortoises. 

The  venomous  reptiles  found  there,  consist  chiefly  of  adders  and 
lizards,  but  they  do  little  or  no  harm ;  there  are  various  sorts  of 
snakes,  but  not  dangerous;  if  they  possibly  can,  they  retreat  before 
people  (else  they  are  usually  killed)  except  the  rattle-snake,  which 
has  a  rattle  on  the  tail,  wherewith  it  makes  a  very  loud  noise  when- 
ever it  is  angry,  or  intends  to  bite;  it  grows  a  joint  longer  every 
year.  This  snake  is  very  malignant  and  not  inclined  to  retreat  be- 
fore a  man  or  any  other  creature.  Whoever  is  bit  by  one  runs  great 
risk  of  his  life,  if  not  immediately  attended  to;  but  the  best  of  it 
is,  they  are  not  numerous:  and  the  true  ISerpentaria  grows  spontane- 
ously here,  which  is  very  highly  prized  by  the  Indians,  as  being  an 
unfailing  cure. 

The  Medicinal  plants  discovered  up  to  the  present  time  in  New 
Xetherland.  after  a  little  search,  are,  principally,  as  far  as  they  have 
come  to  our  knowledge,  CapeUi  veneris  (Maidenhair,)  Scholopendriei 
(Hounds  tongue),  Angelica  (Belly-ache  root),  Polypodium  (Fern), 
Ffr6a.scwmai6um  (white Mullein),  Calceus sacerclotis  vel  Marie  (Moc- 
casin plant),  Atripjlex  hnrtensis  vel  marina  (garden  or  marine  Orach) , 
Chortiumturrites  (tower Mustard),  t'alanms  aromaticus  (Sweet  flag), 
Sassafrax  (Sassafras),  Jioeis  virgiiuarum  (Sumach),  lianunculus 
(Crowfoot),  Plantago  i'Planta.m).  Bursa  pastoris  (Shepherd's  purse), 
Malva  (Mallow),  Origanum  (Marjoram),  Geranium  (Crane's  bill), 
Althea  (Marsh  mallows),  Cineroton pseudodaphne  (Spice  bush),  Viola 
(Violet),  Jj-ms  (Blue  flag),  Indigo  silvestris  (wild  Indigo),  Sigillum 
salamonis  (Solomon's  seal).  Sanguis  draconium  (Dragoons  blood), 
Consolida  (Comfrey),  MiUefolixmi  (Milfoil),  several  species  of  Fern, 
various  wild  lilies,  Agrimony  (wild  Leek),  Carduus  benedictus 
(Blessed  Thistle),  Scrpentaria  (Snakeroot)  Indian  figs,  which  grow 
on  the  leaves.  Tarragon  (Wormwood),  and  numerous  other  plants 
and  flowers:  but  as  we  are  not  skilled  in  those  things,  we  cannot 
say  much  about  them.  Nevertheless  we  doubt  not  but  amateurs 
would  be  able  to  find  there  divei's  simples  of  great  and  varied  vir- 
tues in  which  we  have  confidence,  principally  because  the  Indians 
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can  cure  very  severe  and  dangerous  wounds  and  sores  In-  roots, 
leaves  and  other  triiies. 

It  is  certain  that  the  Indigo  Sylvestris  grows  spontaneously  here 
without  any  human  aid  or  cultivation.  AVithout  doubt,  were  tliere 
people  and  were  attention  turned  to  it,  it  could  be  easily  raised; 
at  least  the  other  species  would  grow  very  well  here,  and  yield  a  good 
profit.  We  have  seen  proof  of  this  in  the  Colonic  of  Kenscelaers- 
wyck,  but  it  was  sown  entirely  too  late  and  upon  a  barren  rock 
where  there  was  little  earth ;  though  it  came  well  up,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  drought  turned  all  yellow,  withered  and  was  neglected. 
Notwithstanding,  it  is  evident  that,  were  it  well  managed,  it  would 
l)erfectly  succeed.  Planting  of  madder  would  also  undoubtedly 
tlu'ive  well,  even  better  tlian  in  Zealand,  in  regard  of  the  lands  and 
other  circumstances. 

Various  minerals  have  also  been  discovered  here,  botli  accident- 
ally and  by  trifling  search ;  some  exi)eriments  have  been  made  on 
these,  according  to  the  limited  means  of  this  country,  and  they  have 
been  found  good.  Attempts  have  been  made  several  times  to  send 
specimens  of  them  to  Fatherland;  once  by  Arent  van  Corenss,  by 
way  of  New  Haven  and  England;  but  the  shij)  foundered,  and  no 
tidings. of  it  were  ever  received.  Director  William  Kieft  ag.iin  had 
several  specimens  afterwards  with  him  in  the  ship  the  Princess,  but 
they  were,  also,  lost  with  him.  The  mountains  and  mines,  however, 
remain,  and  can  easily  be  found  again  whenever  tliere  is  any  dispo- 
sition to  incur  the  trouble  and  expense. 

They  have  already  progressed  so  far  in  New  England  that  they 
cast  iron  pots,  cannon,  shot  and  similar  articles  from  the  mineral 
they  have  there ;  and  we  believe  that  here  it  only  requires  a  com- 
mencement, for  we  have,  and  there  are  found  in  New  Netherland 
two  sorts  of  marcasite,  white  and  yellow ;  mines  of  quicksilver,  of 
gold,  silver,  copper,  iron,  black  lead  and  hard  coal,  and  there  is  little 
doubt  but  tin  and  lead  are,  also,  to  be  found  there ;  but  who  will 
look  for  them,  or  who  will  make  any  use  of  them,  as  long  as  there 
is  not  a  larger  number  of  people. 

Fuller's  earth  is,  also,  found  here  in  abundance;  likewise  bole, 
and  white,  red,  yellow,  blue,  gray  and  black  clay,  which  is  very  solid 
and  greasy,  and  would  be  suitable  for  many  purposes,  together  with 
earth  for  brick  and  tiles.  Here  are  also  mountain  crystal,  glass  like 
that  in  Muscovy,  great  abundance  of  green  serpentine,  grey  hearth- 
stone, slate,  brown  grindstone,  flint,  pebbles,  paving  stones,  large 
quantities  of  eveiy  sort  of  quarry  stone  suitable  for  the  manufac- 
tory of  millstones  and  for  the  construction  of  all  sorts  of  buildings. 
Here  also  are  plume-alum  and  divers  other  mordants,  which  might 
be  applicable  to  the  service  of  man.  There  are  also  various  descrip- 
tions of  dyes  here,  but  the  Christians  are  not  experienced  in  them, 
though  they  are  seen  daily  on  the  Indians  who  are  convereant  with, 
9— Vol.  V. 
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and  also  make  use  of  them,  to  paint  themselves  of  divers  coloi'S. 
Were  it  not  for  lack  of  explorers,  they  could  be  easily  discovered 
jind  employed. 


Of  the  Americans,  or  Natives;  their  Apjiearancc,  Occupation  and 

Food. 

The  natives  are  jyenerally  well  limbed,  slender  around  the  waist, 
broad  shouldered :  -till  having  black  hair  and  brown  eyes ;  they  are 
ver}'  nimble  and  swift  of  pace,  well  adapted  to  travel  on  foot  and  to 
carry  \\e-A\y  burdens ;  they  are  dirty  and  slovenly  in  all  their  habits ; 
make  light  of  all  sorts  of  hardshii)S,  being  by  nature  and  from 
youth  upward  accustomed  thereunto.  They  resemble  Brazilians  in 
color,  or  are  as  tawny  as  those  i)eoi>le  who  sometimes  ramble  through 
Netiierland  and  are  called  Gipsies.  Generally,  the  men  have  very 
little  or  no  beard,  some  even  pluck  it  out ;  they  use  very  few  words, 
which  they  previously  well  consider.  Naturally  they  are  quite 
modest,  without  guile  and  inexperienced,  but  in  their  way  haughty 
enough,  ready  and  quick  witted  to  comprehend  or  learn,  be  it  good 
or  bad,  whatever  they  are  most  inclined  to.  As  soldiers  they  are 
far  from  being  honorable,  but  perfidious  and  accomi)lish  all  their 
designs  by  treachery  ;  they  also  use  many  stratagems  to  deceive 
their  enemies  and  execute  by  night  almost  all  tlieir  i)lans  that  are 
in  any  way  hazardous.  The  thirst  for  revenge  seems  innate  in 
them  ;  they  are  very  pertinacious  in  self  defence,  when  tliey  cannot 
escape;  which,  under  other  circumstances,  they  like  to  do;  and 
they  make  little  of  death,  when  it  is  inevitable,  and  despise  all  tor- 
tures that  can  be  inflicted  on  them  at  the  stake,  exhibiting  no 
faintheartedness,  but  generally  singing  until  they  are  dead.  They 
also  know  right  well  how  to  cure  wounds  and  hurts,  or  inveterate 
sores  and  injuries,  by  means  of  herbs  and  roots  indigenous  to  the 
country,  and  which  are  known  to  them.  The  clothing  as  well  of 
men  as  of  women  consists  of  a  piece  of  duffels,  or  of  deerskin  leather 
or  elk  hide  around  the  body,  to  cover  their  nakedness.  Some  have 
a  bearskin  of  wliich  they  make  doublets;  others  again,  coats  of  the 
skins  of  raccoons,  wild  cats,  wolves,  dogs,  fishers,  squirrels,  beavers 
and  the  like ;  and  they  even  have  made  themselves  some  of  turkey's 
feathers ;  now  they  make  use  for  the  most  part  of  duffels  cloth 
which  they  obtain  in  trade  from  the  Christians;  they  make  their 
stockings  and  shoes  of  deerskins  or  elk  hides,  some  even  have  shoes 
of  corn  husks  whereof  they  also  make  sacks.  Their  money  consists 
of  white  and  black  Wampum  which  they  themselves  manufacture ; 
their  measure  and  value  is  the  hand  or  fathom,  and  if  it  be  corn  that  is 
to  be  measured,  'tis  done  by  the  denotas  which  are  bags  of  their  o■w^^ 
making.    Their  ornaments  consist  of  scoring  their  bodies,  or  paint- 
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ing  them  of  various  colors,  sometimes  entirely  blat^k,  if  they  are  in 
mourning ;  but  mostly  the  face.  They  twine  both  white  and  black 
wampum  around  their  heads;  formerly  they  were  not  wont  to 
cover  these,  but  now  they  are  beginning  to  wear  bomiets  or  caps, 
which  tliey  purchase  from  the  Christians ;  they  wear  Wampum  in 
tlie  ears,  around  tlie  neck  and  around  the  waist,  and  thus  in  their 
way  are  mighty  fine.  They  have  also  long  deers-hair  which  is  dyed 
red,  whereof  they  make  ringlets  to  encircle  the  head ;  and  other  fine 
hair  of  the  same  color,  which  hangs  around  the  neck  in  braids, 
whereof  they  are  very  vain.  They  freq;iently  smear  their  skin  and 
hair  with  all  sorts  of  grease.  Almost  all  of  them  can  swin ;  they 
themselves  construct  the  boats  they  use,  which  are  of  two  sorts ; 
some,  of  entire  trees  excavated  with  fire,  axes  and  adzes;  the  Christ- 
ians call  these  Canoes  ;  others,  again,  called  also  canoes,  are  made 
of  bark,  and  in  these  they  can  move  very  rapidly. 

Traces,  and  nothing  more,  of  the  institution  of  marriage  .can  be 
perceived  among  them.  The  man  and  woman  unite  together  with- 
out any  special  ceremony,  except  that  the  former,  by  agreement 
previously  made  with  the  latter,  presents  her  with  some  wampum 
or  cloth,  which  he  frequently  takes  back  on  separating,  if  this  occur 
any  ways  soon.  Both  men  and  women  are  excessively  unchaste  and 
lascivious,  without  the  least  particle  of  shame;  and  this  is  the 
reason  that  the  men  so  frequently  change  their  wives  and  the  wo- 
men their  husbands.  They  have,  usually,  but  one  wife;  sometimes 
even  two  or  tiiree,  but  this  mostly  obtains  among  the  chiefs.  They 
have  also  among  them  different  ranks  of  people,  such  as  noble  and 
ignoble.  The  men  are  generally  lazy  and  will  not  work  until  they 
become  old  and  of  no  consideration;  then  they  make  spoons  and 
wooden  bowls,  traps,  nets,  and  various  other  such  trifles ;  in  other 
respects,  they  do  nothing  but  fish,  hunt  and  go  to  war.  The  women 
must  perform  the  remainder  of  the  labor,  such  as  planting  corn, 
cutting  and  hauling  firewood,  cooking,  attending  the  children,  and 
whatever  else  has  to  be  done.  Their  dwellings  are  constructed  of 
hickory  poles  set  in  the  ground  and  bent  bow  fashion,  like  arches, 
and  then  covered  with  bark  which  they  peel  in  quantities  for  that 
purpose.  Some,  but  principally  the  chief's  houses,  have,  inside, 
portraits  and  pictures  somewhat  rudely  carved.  When  fishing  and 
hunting,  they  lie  under  the  blue  sky,  or  little  better.  They  do  not 
remain  long  in  one  place,  but  remove  several  times  a  year  and  re- 
pair, according  to  the  season,  to  wherever  food  appears  to  them,be- 
foreliand,  best  and  easiest  to  be  obtained. 

They  are  divided  into  various  tribes  and  languages.  Each  tribe 
usually  dwells  together,  and  there  is  one  among  them  who  is  chief ; 
but  he  does  not  possess  much  power  or  distinction,  except  in  their 
dances  and  in  time  of  war.  Some  have  scarcely  any  knowledge  of 
God;   others  very  little.    Nevertheless,  they  relate  very  strange 
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fables  of  the  Deity.  In  general,  they  have  a  great  dread  of  the  Devil, 
who  gives  them  wondeif ul  trouble ;  son)e  converse  freely  on  the 
subject  and  allow  themselves  to  be  strangely  imposed  upon  by  him  ; 
but  their  devils,  they  s  ly,  will  not  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
Dutch.  Scarcely  a  word  is  heard  here  of  any  ghost  or  such 
like.  Offerings  are  sometimes  made  to  them,  but  with  little  cere- 
mony. They  believe,  also,  in  an  Immortality  of  the  soul ;  have, 
likewise,  some  knowledge  of  the  Sun,  Moon  and  Stars,  many  of 
which  they  even  know  how  to  name;  they  are  passable  judges  of 
the  weather.  There  is  scarcely  any  law  or  justice  among  them,  ex- 
cept sometimes  in  war  matters,  and  then  very  little.  The  next  of 
kin  is  the  avenger;  the  youngest  are  the  most  daring,  who  mostly 
do  as  they  like.  Their  weapons  used  to  be  a  war  club  and  tlie  bow 
and  arrow,  which  they  know  how  to  use  with  wonderful  skill. 
Kow,  those  residing  near,  or  trading  considerably  with  the  Chi'ist- 
ians.  make  use  of  tirelocks  and  hatcliets,  which  they  obtain  in  barter. 
They  are  excessively  fond  of  gujis ;  spare  no  expense  on  them,  and 
are  so  expert  with  them  that,  in  this  respect,  they  excel  many 
Christians.  Their  fare,  or  food,  is  poor  and  gross,  for  they  drink 
water,  having  no  other  beverage ;  they  eat  the  tlesh  of  all  sorts  of 
game  that  the  country  supplies ;  even  badgers,  dogs,  eagles,  and 
similar  trash,  which  Christians  in  no  way  regard  ;  these  they  cook 
and  use  uncleansed  and  undress,  d.  Moreover,  all  sorts  of  tish  ;  like- 
wise, snakes,  frogs,  and  such  like,  which  they  usually  cook  with  the 
oftals  and  entrails.  They  know,  also,  how  to  preserve  tish  and  meat 
for  the  winter  in  order  then  to  cook  them  with  Indian  meal.  They 
make  their  bread,  but  of  very  indifferent  quality,  of  maize,  which  tliey 
also  cook  whole,  or  broken  in  wooden  mortars.  The  women  like- 
wise perform  this  labor  and  make  a  pap  or  porridge,  called  by  some. 
Sapsis^hy  others,  i'lmiuZu  re,  which  is  their  daily  food;  they  mix 
this,  also,  thoroughly  with  little  beans,  of  different  colors,  raised 
by  themselves:  this  is  esteemed  by  them  rather  as  a  dainty, than  as 
a  daily  dish. 


By  Whom  New  Netherland  was  First   Occupied^  and  hov:  far  its 
Boundaries  Extend. 

That  New  Netherland  was  first  discovered,  owned  and  settled  by 
Netherlands,  has  already  been  stated  ;  l)ut  inasmuch  as  considerable 
dis])ute  has  arisen  on  this  point,  not  only  with  the  Swedes,  who  have 
little  pretense,  but  princii)ally  with  the  English,  who  have  already 
usurped  and  settled  a  great  portion  thereof ;  'twill  be,  therefore,  nec- 
essary to  treat  of  each  in  particular  somewhat  more  precisely  and 
at  large.  But  inasmuch  as  divers  ingenious  per.sons  have  treated  of 
this  matter  in  its  length  and  breadth,  and  as  those  pretensions  are 
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absurb  and  require  but  few  arguments,  we  shall  dispose  thereof  as 
briefly  as  is  in  any  wise  possible. 

After  their  High  Mightinesses,  the  Lords  States  General,  were 
pleased,  in  the  year  XYI*^  and  twenty-two,  to  include  this  Pro- 
vince within  the  Charter  of  the 'West  India  Company,  the  lat- 
ter considered  it  necessary  to  take  complete  possession  of  this 
naturally  beautiful  and  noble  Province ;  this,  indeed,  did  follow  in 
course  of  time,  but  according  as  circumstances  permitted,  as  in  all 
beginnings:  for  since  the  year  of  our  Lord  XYl"  and  twenty-three, 
four  forts  liave  been  built  there  by  order  of  the  Lords  Majors,  one 
on  the  south  point  of  Manhattans  island,  at  the  junction  of  the 
East  and  North  rivers,  and  named  New  Amsterdam,  where  the 
staple  right  of  New  Netherland  is  designed  to  be.  Another,  called 
Orange,  is  in  the  Colonie  Renselaerswyck,  thirty-six  leagues  higher 
up  on  the  west  side  of  the  last  named  river,  three  leagues  below  the 
Kahoos,  or  Great  falls  of  the  Mohawk  kill ;  but  there  never  has 
been,  as  yet,  any  difference  with  foreigners  about  that  (North)  river. 
On  the  South  river  stands  fort  Nassou,  and  on  the  Fresh  river,  the 
Good  Hope.  In  these  four  forts  there  has  always  been  some  garrison 
from  the  beginning  to  the  present  time,  though  just  now  they  are 
all  in  a  very  poor  condition,  both  as  regards  themselves  and  the  gar- 
rison. 

These  forts,  as  well  north  and  south,  were  located  not  only  to 
close  and  command  the  said  rivers,  but  as  far  as  property  by  occu- 
pation extended,  to  possess  as  well  all  the  lands  comprehended 
between  them  as  round  about  them,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river ;  to  declare  them  the  Hon.  Company's  own,  and  to  guard  them 
against  all  nations  whether  foreign  or  indigenous,  that  would  at- 
tempt to  seize  the  same  against  its  will  and  consent.  Nevertheless, 
this  has  been,  but  principally  on  the  North  east  side  of  New  Nether- 
land, in  nowise  regarded  or  respected  by  the  English  residing  to  the 
Eastward;  for  notwithstanding  sufficient  possession  was  already 
taken  by  the  erection  and  garrisoning  of  fort  Good  Hope,  and  no 
neglect  to  warn  them  occasionally  has  occurred,  in  order  to  make 
known  our  right,  and  to  protest  agaipst  them  for  usurpation,  force 
and  violence,  yet  have  they,  disregarding  all  this,  seized  and  occu- 
pied, and  still  retain,  the  largest  and  best  part  of  New  Netherland, 
to  wit :  East  of  the  North  river,  beginning  at  Cape  Cod,  named  in 
1600  by  our  own  people  New  Holland,  (whereof  also,  possession  was 
taken,  if  we  are  correctly  informed,  by  the  erection  of  their  High 
Mightinesses  arms)  down  to  within  six  leagues  of  the  North  river ; 
for  the  English  have  now  a  village  called  Stanfort,  from  which  place 
a  man  can  reach  the  North  river  and  return  home  on  a  Summer's 
day,  according  to  the  knowledge  acquired  of  .the  Indian  paths. 
Again,  the  English  of  New  Haven  have  a  Trading  post  situate  to 
the  East  or  South  east  of  Magdalen  island,  at  no  greater  distance 
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than  six  leajjues  from  the  North  river ;  for  that  island  lies  on  the 
East  side  of  the  North  river,  28*  leagues  above  Fort  Amsterdam  ; 
and  the  Trading  post  is  established  with  no  other  design  than  to 
attract  or  wholly  to  destroy  the  entire  trade  of  the  North  river, 
where  it  now  passes  down  entirely  free.  They,  moreover,  made  re- 
peated efforts  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  to  purchase  a  large  tract 
of  land  from  tlie  Indians,  as  we  understood  from  the  latter ;  this 
would  have  been  rather  with  a  view  to  attract  the  trade  than  any- 
thing else,  for  it  was  situate  on  the  east  side,  not  more  than  three 
or  four  leagues  from  the  Colonic  of  Renselaerswyck. 

These  peoi)le  will  now  accuse  us  of  this  and  similar  things,  all 
under  the  i)retence  of  an  excessively  scrupulous  conscience,  notwith- 
standing King  James,  of  most  glorious  memory,  incorporated  the 
"Virginia  Companies,  with  a  condition  tliat  they  must  remain  apart 
from  each  otlier  one  hundred  miles,  according  to  our  reckoning. 
Tliey  are  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  tliis  giant,  but  in  nowise 
to  comply  with  the  terms  stijiulated  in  the  patent. 

All  the  islands,  bays,  harbors,  rivers,  kills  and  places,  even  a 
great  way  on  the  other  side  of  New  Holland  or  Cape  Cod,  have 
Dutch  names,  which  were  given  them,  long  before  they  had  any 
others,  by  our  Dutch  navigatoi's  and  traders  when  they  first  began 
to  discover  and  trade  to  those  parts.  The  English  themselves  are 
well  aware  of  this,  but  so  long  as  they  can  manage  it,  and  things 
get  along  to  their  liking,  they  will  not  admit  the  fact ;  for  those  of 
the  Fresh  river  desired  to  enter  into  an  arrangement,  and  to  ])ay  a 
yearly  acknowledgement,  or  to  ])urchase  the  fee.  This,  indeed  is  a 
proof  positive,  that  the  right  is  well  known  to  them,  and  they, 
themselves,  had  nothing  in  concience  against  it,  though  they  now 
from  time  to  time,  have  forged  and  invented  many  things  to  serve 
them  for  a  screen  or  fence,  or  indeed  as  a  pretext  for  delay. 

In  like  manner  those  of  Rhode  Island,  when  they  were  at  variance 
with  those  of  tlie  Bay,  solicited  leave  to  take  shelter  under  the 
Dutch,  and  to  be  subject  to  them;  there  are  proofs  and  documents 
in  abundance,  with  the  Secretary  or  Directors  of  the  Company,  of 
all  these  things,  and  of  what  we  shall  relate  in  the  following  pages. 

In  short  'tis  thus  far  with  the  English,  that  they  are  very  willing 
to  recognize  the  Netherlanders,  and  make  use  of  them  as  a  cloak  in 
time  of  need,  but  again  when  this  is  past,  they  regard  them  not  and 
make  fools  of  them.  This  proceeds  entirely  from  having  neglected 
to  people  the  country,  or  to  speak  plainer  and  more  correctly,  from 
a  desire  through  motives  of  selfishness,  to  scrape  all  the  fat  into  one 
or  two  pots,  and  tlierefore  to  continue  trade,  and  neglect  po})ulation. 

Long  Island,  whicli  is  a  crown  of  the  i)rovince  by  reason  of  its 
great  advantage  of  excellent  bays  and  liarbors  as  well  as  convenient 
and  fertile  lands,  they  have  also  entirely  usurped,  except  Breukelen 
and  Amersfoort,  two   Dutch   villages   of  little  moment  on   the 
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West  end;  and  some  English  settlements,  such  as  Gravesend, 
Greenwich,  Mespat  whence  the  people  were  driven  away  in  the 
War  and  which  was  afterwards  contiscated  by  Director  Kief  t,  but  the 
proprietor  appealed  and  so  it  yet  remains,  and  there  are  very  few 
people  in  the  place  now.  Flushing,  which  is  a  handsome  village  and 
tolerably  stocked  with  cattle ;  the  fourth  and  last  is  Ileemstee,  which 
is  superior  to  all  the  rest,  for  it  is  very  rich  in  cattle. 

But  now,  since  we  have  entered  on  the  subject  of  Long  Island, 
we  shall  treat  of  it  somewhat  more  at  length,  because  the  Eng- 
lish greatly  hanker  after  it.  T.ie  Ocean  on  the  south,  and  the 
East  river  on  the  north  side  form  this  Island,  which,  as  we  have 
already  remarked,  is  a  crown  of  New  Netlierland,  on  account  of  its 
convenient  position,  its  suitable  harl)ors,  and  anchorage  grounds. 
The  East  river,  which  separates  it  from  Manhatlians  Island  as  far 
as  the  Hellgate,  is  tolerably  wide  and  convenient.  Our  freemen 
resided  on  thatlsland  down  from  the  very  tirit,  according  as  circum- 
stances permitted.  In  tlie  year  1640,  a  -Scotcliniaii  came  to  Director 
Kieftwithan  English  commission,  and  claimed  this  Island:  but  his 
pretension  was  not  much  respected :  he  therefore  again  departed  with- 
out having  accomplished  any  thing  except  imposing  on  the  lower 
classes.  Afterwards  Director  Kieft  broke  up  and  scattered  the 
English  wiio  were  desirous  to  settle  at  Oyster  bay,  and  thus  it  re- 
mained for  a  while  at  that  time. 

In  the  year  1647,  a  Scotchman  came  here  who  called  himself  Cap- 
tain Forester,  and  claimed  that  Island  tor  the  Dowager  of  Starlingh, 
whose  governor  he  represented  himself  to  be.  He  had  a  commission 
dated  in  the  XYIIP''  year  of  King  James,  but  it  was  not  signed  by 
his  Majesty  nor  any  one  else.  Dependent  from  it  was  an  old  seal 
that  could  not  be  deciphered.  His  commission  included  the  entire, 
island,  with  five  leagues  around,  both  mainland  and  islands.  He 
had  also  a  power  of  attorney  from  Maria  Dowager  of  Stearling,  and 
this  was  all;  nevertheless,  the  man  was  very  consequential,  and 
said  on  his  first  arrival,  that  he  came  here  to  see  Governor  Stuy- 
vesanfs  commission,  and,  if  it  was  better  than  his,  he  would  give 
way  to  him;  if  not,  the  other  must  yield.  To  be  brief,  the  Director 
took  a  copy  of  the  papers,  and  sent  the  man  over  in  the  ship,  the 
Valckenier  ■,  but  he  did  not  reacli  Holland,  for  having  touched  at 
England  he  left  the  vessel  there,  and  never  troubled  the  Captain 
The  English  have  since  talked  loudly  of  it,  and  gave  out  that  he 
liad  returned  to  Boston,  but  he  had  not  been  seen.  It  is  to  be 
feared,  were  he  to  come  now.  that  something  untoward  might  really 
happen,  wherefore  it  would  be  very  wise  to  hasten  tlie  redress  of 
New  Netherland. 
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Of  the  Fre.'ih  lihrr. 

Sometime  after  the  c(nn])letion  on  the  Fresh  River  of  Fort  Good 
IIo])e;  which  was  bej^uii  in  the  year  IGiio,  an  Eiiglisli  schooner  ar- 
rived there,  but  Jacol)  van  Curler,  tlie  Company's  Commissary, 
protested  ayainst  it  liy  order  of  tlie  Director  Wouter  van  Twiller; 
yet  notwitlistandinji'  this  luotest,  tliey  came  there  al)OUt  a  year  or  two 
afterwards  witli  some  familiirs.  whereujjon  another  protest  was 
served  on  them ;  but  it  was  ver>  evident  tliat  tliese  i»eople  cared  very 
little  for  it.  for  nothwithstandiii.tr  repeated  protests  to  the  contrary, 
they  finally  invaded  and  usurt)ed  the  entire  Fresh  river,  and  finally 
sunk  so  low  in  shamelessness  as  to  have  seized  in  the  year  1G40,  the 
Comi)any's  lands  around  the  fort.  And  when  this  was  ])rotested 
against,  they  paid  no  attention  to  it.  They  have  proceeded  even 
further,  and  have  severely  beaten  the  Company's  people  with  sticks 
and  clubs,  and  when  the  latter  were  on  their  land  for  the  i)urpose 
of  working,  forcibly  threw  their  i)low  and  other  implements  into 
the  river  and  inii)ounded  the  horses.  The  same  thing  occurred 
repeatedly  afterwards,  and  they  also  took  up  the  hogs  and  cows  be- 
longing to  the  Fort,  and  even  frequently  sold  some  of  them,  for 
damages  as  they  say.  Protests  have  been  made  against  all  tliese  acts 
and  each  of  them  in  particular,  but  they  were  mocked  at :  sundry 
very  severe  letters  were  written  to  their  Governors  in  Latin  (ui  this 
subject,  minute  or  copy  whereof  remains  with  the  Company's  otli- 
cers,  who  can  furnish  a  fuller  account  of  this  affair:  but  all  opi)o- 
sition  was  vain;  for  they  having  now  a  smack  of  the  excellency  and 
convenience  of  this  river,  and  remarking  the  difference  between  the 
land  there  and  that  more  easterly,  will  not  consent  to  go  back,  nor 
easily  submit  to  their  High  Mightinesses"  protection  unless  respect- 
fully invited  thereunto,  which  it  was  desirable  might  have  happened 
from  the  first. 


Of  the  Dutch  Title  to  the  Fresh  Eiver. 

In  the  beginning,  before  the  English  were  ever  spoken  of,  our 
people,  as  we  find  it  written,  first  carefully  explored  and  discovered 
the  northern  parts  of  New  Netherland  and  some  distance  on  the  other 
side  of  Cape  Cod.  And  even  planted  an  ensign  on,  and  took  pos- 
session of  Cape  Cod.  Anno  1614,  our  traders  not  only  trafficked  at 
the  Fresh  river,  but  had  also  ascended  it  before  any  English  people 
had  ever  dreamed  of  coming  there:  the  latter  arrived  there  for  the 
first  time  in  the  year  1636.  after  our  Fort  Good  Hope  had  been  a  long 
time  in  existence,  and  almost  all  the  land  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
had  been  bought  by  our  peo]tle  from  the  Indians,  which  purchase 
took  ])lace  principally  in  the  year  1632:  and  Kievits  hook  was  pur- 
chased at  that  time  also  by  one  Hans  Eencluys,  an  officer  of  the 
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Company.  Tlie  States'  arms  were  also  atHxed  at  this  Hook  to  a 
tree  in  token  or  possession,  but  the  English,  who  still  occninthe  Fresh 
river,  tlirew  them  down,  and  engraved  a  fool's  face  in  their  stead. 
Whether  this  was  done  by  authority  or  not,  Ave  can  not  say;  snch  is 
probable,  and  no  other  than  an  affirmative  opinion  can  be  entertain- 
ed ;  this  mnch  has  come  to  pass— they  have  been  informed  of  it  in 
various  letters,  which  never  produced  any  result ;  but  they  have  in 
addition,  contra  jus  gentium  per  fas  et  nefas,  invaded  the  whole,  be- 
cause, as  they  say,  the  land  lay  unoccupied  and  waste,  which  was 
none  of  their  business,  and,  besides,  was  not  true;  for  on  the  river 
a  fort  had  been  already  erected,  which  continued  to  be  occu])ied  by 
a  garrison.  Adjoining  the  fort,  was  also  a  neat  bouwery  lielonging 
to  the  Dutch  or  the  Company;  and  most  of  the  land  was  inucliased 
and  owned.  Their  High  Mightinesses'  arms  were  set  up  at  Kievits 
hook,  which  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  so  that  everything  pos.sible 
was  done  except  that  the  country  was  not  wholly  occupied,  and  the 
English  would  have  it  so;  forsooth,  as  if  these  people,  who  now  by 
means  of  their  greater  numbers  do  as  they  please,  were  at  liberty  to 
dictate  tlie  law  to  our  nation  within  its  om'u  ])urchased  lands  and 
limits,  and  to  order  how  and  in  what  manner  it  must  settle  the  coiin- 
try.  and  if  it  do  not  happen  to  suit  exactly  their  desire  and  ])leasure, 
then  tliey  are  at  lil)erty  to  invade  and  appropriate  our  waters,  lands 
and  jurisdiction. 


Of  the  Rodenhergh,  hy  tlie  English  called  Keio  Haven;  and  of  other 
Places  of  minor  importance. 

All  the  villages  settled  by  the  English  fi'om  New  Holland  or  Cape 
Cod  unto  Stamford,  within  tlie  Dutch  limits,  amount  to  about  thirty, 
and  may  be  estimated  at  nearly  live  thousand  persons  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms;  their  cattle  including  cows  and  horses,  are  computed  at 
thirty  thousand ;  their  goats  and  hogs  cannot  be  stated ;  it  is  impos- 
sible to  as  certain  precisely  both  the  one  and  the  other,  for  there  are 
divers  places  which  cannot  well  be  put  down  as  villages,  and  yet  are 
beginnings  of  them.  Amoung  the  whole  of  these,  tlie  Rodenbergh 
or  New  Haven  is  the  ])rincipal;  it  has  a  Governor,  contains  about 
thirteen  hundred  and  forty  families,  and  is  a  province  or  member  of 
New  England,  there  being  four  in  all. 

This  place  was  begun  eleven  years  ago.  in  tlie  year  1638.  and 
they  have  since  hived  further  out  and  formed  Milford,  Sti'atford. 
Stamford,  and  the  Trading  House  already  referred  to. 

Director  Kieft  hath  caused  divers  protests,  both  in  Latin  and 
other  languages,  to  be  served  on  these  people,  commanding  them  by 
virtue  of  his  commissions,  in  the  name  of  the  Lords  States  General, 
his  Serene  Higlmess  of  Orange,  and  the  Honorable  Directors  of  the 
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Incorporated  West  India  Company,  to  desist  from  their  proceedings 
and  usurpations,  and  in  case  of  refusal,  warning  tliem  thereby  that 
satisfaction  sliould  be  required  of  them,  some  time  or  other,  accord- 
ing as  circumstances  miglit  allow ;  but  it  was  knockuig  at  a  deaf 
man's  door,  for  they  did  not  heed  it,  nor  give  it  any  attention;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  had  recourse  to  several  subterfuges,  circumstances, 
false  ])retences  and  sophistical  arguments,  to  give  a  color  to  their 
actions,  and  to  cast  a  doubt  and  imi)each  our  lawful  claim  and  valid 
title  to  the  premises.  General  Stuyvesant  liath  also  had  repeated 
difference  with  them  on  this  subject,  but  it  remains  m  statu  quo. 
The  farthest  that  they  have  ever  been  willing  to  come  is,  to  declare 
that  the  matter  could  never  be  arranged  in  this  comitry,  and  that 
they  were  content  and  very  desuous  that  their  High  Mightinesses 
should  arrange  it  with  their  Sovereigns,  and  as  this  is  very  necessary, 
inasmuch  as  the  English  already  occupy  and  have  seized  nearly  the 
half  of  New  Netherland,  which  liereafter  can  well  be  of  great  im- 
portance, so  it  is  earnestly  to  be  desired,  that  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses would  please  to  press  this  matter,  before  it  proceed  farther, 
and  the  breach  become  irreparable. 

We  should  now  pass  from  this  to  the  South  river,  by  the  English 
called  Delaware  bay,  with  a  view  first  to  describe  the  boundaries  in 
this  way,  consecutively;  but  we  cannot  omit,  in  passing,  to  say 
that  there  was  here,  both  in  Director  Kieft's  time  and  in  that  of 
General  Stuyvesant,  a  certain  Englishman  who  called  himself  Sir 
Eduard  Ploeyden,  and  styled  himself  Earl  Palatine  of  New  Albion  ; 
he  represented  and  claimed  that  the  country  from  the  west  side  of 
the  North  river  unto  Virginia,  was  his,  by  grant  from  King  James 
of  England,  but  he  said  he  did  not  wish  to  create  any  difficulty  with 
the  Dutch,  though  he  was  very  much  piqued  at  John  Prins,  the 
Swedish  Governor  at  the  South  river,  on  account  of  some  affronts 
he  had  received  from  him,  which  are  too  long  to  relate;  he  added, 
that  he,  at  a  projier  opportunity,  should  meet  that  gentleman,  and 
take  possession  of  the  river.  In  fine,  according  to  the  English  reck- 
oning, it  comes  to  this:  Nothing  remains  for  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses' subjects;  one  must  have  thus  far, and  another  must  have  so 
far,  so  that  between  themselves  they  never  fall  short. 


Of  the  South  River  and  the  Boundaries  thereabout. 

As  we  are  now  about  to  speak  of  the  South  river,  and  tlie  most 
Southerly  part  of  New  Netherland,  we  shall  begin  from  tlie  com- 
mencement, though  others  have  also  treated  fully  of  it,  and  shall 
state  every  thing,  at  the  same  time,  as  briefly  as  possible.  The 
boundaries,  according  to  our  experience,  extend  at  tliis  place  to 
Cape  Hinlopeu,  fom*  leagues  south  of  Cape  Cornelius,  in  the  lati- 
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tude  of  thirty-eight  degrees.  The  coast  trends  ou  an  average  West, 
Soutii  West  and  Westerly,  and  though  this  Cape  Hinlopen  is  not 
mucli  esteemed,  yet  it  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration  as 
being  favorably  situated,  not  only  as  regards  the  convenience  of  the 
country,  but  also  as  relates  to  the  trade  with  the  Indians  on  the 
South  river,  to  secure  which  the  English  and  Swedes  are  making 
great  efforts,  as  we  shall  presently  show.  Were  the  boundaries 
here  settled,  they  would  all  be  properly,  and  without  any  further 
trouble,  deprived  of  it,  and  thus  the  enjoyment  of  the  produce  both 
of  the  earth  and  of  the  trade,  Avould  remain  with  their  High 
Mightinesses'  subjects. 


Of  the  South  Bay  and  South  River. 

The  South  bay  and  South  river,  by  many  called  the  second  great 
river  of  New  Netherland,  is  situated  in  latitude  38  degrees  53  min- 
utes; it  has  two  headlands  or  capes;  the  most  northerly  is  called 
Cape  May,  the  most  southerly.  Cape  Cornelius,  and  the  bay  itself 
was  named  New  Port-May.  but  the  present  time,  Godyn's  Bay. 
Tliese  names  were  given  to  the  places  about  the  time  of  the  first 
discovery,  before  they  had  any  others.  The  discovery  itself  was 
made  at  the  same  time  as  that  of  the  North  river,  by  the  same  ship 
and  crew,  who  entered  tlie  South  bay  before  tliey  arrived  at  the 
North  bay,  as  is  all  to  be  read  in  its  length  and  breadth  in  Johannes 
De  Laet's  Niemce  Werelt. 

In  the  year  1623,  at  the  same  time  that  forts  were  erected  on  the 
North  and  Fresh  rivers,  Fort  Nassou  was  erected  upon  this  river, 
which,  in  common  conversation,  is  called  the  South  river;  but  it 
was  the  first  of  the  four,  and  for  the  same  purpose  and  object  as 
the  others,  as  hereinbefore  related.  The  fort  stands  on  the  East 
shore  fifteen  leagues  up  the  river.  Yet  it  would  have  done  as  well 
on  the  West  bank.  The  bay  trends  nearly  North  and  South ;  it  is 
called  New'  Fort-May,  or  Godyn's  bay;  it  is  nine  leagues  long  be- 
fore coming  to  the  river,  and  six  leagues  wide,  so  that  one  shore 
cannot  be  seen  from  the  other.  It  is  somewhat  dangerous  for  in- 
experienced persons,  on  account  of  some  bars;  otherwise,  there  is 
water  enough  for  those  acquainted  with  tlie  courses.  This  bay 
and  river  are  compared  to  the  river  Amazon,  by  connoisseurs;  to 
wit,  by  those  who  have  seen  both.  In  general,  it  is  considered  by 
every  person  one  of  the  finest,  best  and  pleasantest  rivers  in  the 
world,  on  account  of  its  own  and  otlier  attendant  conveniences. 
Fourteen  streams  flow  into  this  river,  the  smallest  of  them  naviga- 
ble for  two  or  three  leagues,  and  every  where,  on  both  sides,  are 
pretty  good  fiats  in  great  abundance.  Two  leagues  from  Cape  Cor- 
nelius, on  the  West  side  of  the  entrance,  lies  a  certain  kill  which 
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iniiiiitwell  be  called  an  ordinary  river,  or  stream, for  it  is  wide,  naviga- 
ble far  up,  and  lias  a  fine  roadstead  for  ships  of  all  dimensions.  There 
is  no  other  in  the  entire  bay  equal  t )  it  for  goodness  and  convenience. 
The  direct  ciiannel,  in  sailing  u]).  runs  close  by  it.  This  place  is 
called  the  Whore  Kill.  Wliat  this  name  is  derived  from.  Ave  know 
not.  This  much  is  certain,  that  this  ])lace  was  taken  up  and  colo- 
nized by  Xetherlanders  years  before  any  English  or  Swedes  came 
there.  Tiie  States' arms  were  also  set  u])  at  thisjilace  in  copi)er:  but 
as  tiiey  were  thrown  dmvn  liy  some  insolent  Indians,  tlie  Commis- 
sary tliere  resented  it  very  strongly  and  demanded  the  head  of  tlie 
offender.  Tlie  Indians,  knowing  nothing  better,  brought  a  head, 
saying  it  was  that  of  the  transgressor,  and  herewith  it  was  thought 
tlie  affair  was  arranged:  liut  sometime  afterAvards,  whilst  our 
]>eo])le  were  Avholly  unconscious  of  the  design,  and  engaged  in  their 
field  laV)or,  tlie  Indians  came,  in  the  guise  of  friendship  and,  dis- 
tributing themselves  all  around,  according  to  the  number  of  the 
Dutch,  overpowered  and  murdered  them.  In  this  way  was  this 
Colony  again  reduced  to  nought,  howbeit  sealed  with  blood  and 
purchased  dearly  enough. 

There  is  another  creek  on  tlie  East  side,  called  Hogs  creek,  three 
leagues  below  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Some  English  people  had 
settled  there. but  were  driven  aAvay  by  Director  Kieft,  \vlio  ]irotested 
against  them,  having  been,  in  some  degree  assisted  by  the  Swedes. 
They  agreed  together  to  keej)  out  the  English. 

The  Swedish  (iovernor.  thinking  his  oi)portunity  now  come,  had 
a  fort,  called  Elsenburch,  erected  jitthis  place,  and  took  great  liber- 
ties with  every  one,  even  with  the  Company's  yachts,  or  such  as 
would  go  up  the  South  river :  for  before  this  fort  must  they  all 
strike,  none  excepted,  and  two  men  are  here  sent  on  board  in  oi'der 
to  ascertain  whence  the  yachts  or  ships  come.  It  is  nothing  less  than 
seai'ching;  it  will  probably  terminate  in  that.  Wliat  right  these 
people  iiave  to  do  so,  we  know  not ;  Ave  cannot  comprehend  hoAV 
servants  of  otlier  ]»OAvers,  as  they  represent  tliemselves,  but  by 
AAiuit  commission  is  not  known  here,  make  themselves  so  much 
masters,  and  assume  authority,  over  land  and  property  belonging  to 
and  jiossessed  l)y  others  and  sealed  with  their  blood,  independent  of 
the  Charter. 

The  Minquas  Kill  is  the  first  up  the  river,  and  there  the  SAA'edes 
haA'e  built  Fort  Christina.  This  place  is  conveniently  situated,  for 
large  A^essels  can  lie  right  against  tlie  bank,  to  load  and  unload. 
Amongst  the  rest,  is  a  i)lace  up  the  riA^er  called  Schuylkill,  a  fine 
navigable  stream  Avliich  also  Avas  heretofore,  in  possession  of  the 
Xetherlanders  :  Init  Avliat  is  its  condition  ?  The  SAvedes  noAv  have 
it  also  mostly  under  their  control.  Tiiere  are.  moreover,  several 
beautiful  and  pleasant  islands  and  other  places,  heretofore  also  in 
the  occupation  of  the  Xetherlanders,  and  still  bearing  the  names 
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the.v  gave,  and  various  other  circumstances,  which  atTord  sut^icieut 
and  conchisive  evidence  tliat  the  river  belongs  to  the  Xetlierhmders 
and  not  to  the  Swedes.  Their  beginnings  can  of  tliemselves  convict 
tiiem:  for  one  Minnewits,  wlio  had  previously  been  Director  at 
the  Manhatans  for  the  West  India  Company,  came  to  this  river 
eleven  years  ago— in  the  year  1(538— witii  the  ship  de  Kahnerdtuttl 
and  tlie  yacht  de  Vogelgryjh  representing  on  the  contrary,  to  the 
Netherlanders  who  resided  at  the  river  on  belialf  of  the  Company 
and  of  Mr.  Yan  der  Nederhorst,  that  he  was  on  a  voyage  to  the 
West  Indies,  and  that  he  wished  tirst  to  transact  some  business  there 
in  passing,  and  to  take  in  a  supply  of  wood  and  water,  wlien  he 
should  depart.  A  wliile  afterwards  some  of  our  peoi)le  returned 
thither  and  still  found  them  there  ;  but  then  they  already  had  pre- 
pared a  little  garden  of  salad,  pot  herbs  and  such  like.  Our  people 
wondered  at  this;  inquired  what  it  meant,  and  if  they  intended  to 
remain  there  ?  They  offered  divers  reasons  and  subterfuges  in  ex- 
planation; nevertheless,  some  presumed  that  such  was  their  design. 
The  tiiird  time,  "twas  clearly  seen  by  the  building  of  a  fort,  what 
their  design  and  intention  were.  Director  Kieft,  on  obtaining  in- 
formation of  the  matter,  protested,  but  in  vain.  It  was  tlieir  de- 
termination not  to  depart  thence,  as  the  sequel  of  the  matter  clearly 
and  ])lainly  showed.  As  a  proof  of  this,  the  arms  of  tlieir  High 
Mightinesses  were  erected  above  Machihachansip,  at  the  Saidvikans, 
by  order  of  Director  Kieft,  in  token  that  the  river  with  all  tlie  ad- 
joining countries  and  circumjacent  lands  and  superficies  were  under 
the  control  and  in  the  possession  of  their  High  Mightinesses.  But 
what  fruit  did  that  bear,  save  lasting  scorn  and  decreased  respect  ? 
For  the  Swedes  witli  insufferable  insolence,  have  thrown  them  down, 
and  so  'tis  allowed  to  remain  ;  and  'tis  considered,  especially  by  the 
Governor,  a  brilliant  achievement.  'Tis  true  that  several  pi-otests 
were  made  both  against  this  and  other  matters  tl'iat  occurred,  but 
they  produced  as  little  effect  as  the  flight  of  a  crow  overhead, 
and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  if  this  Governor  had  an  adequate  force, 
there  would  have  been  more  mad  freaks  with  him  than  with  the 
English  or  any  of  their  Governors.  And  this  is,  in  brief,  the  case  of 
the  Swedes  ;  the  Company's  otticers  ought  to  be  able  to  make  a  per- 
tinent report  on  the  subject,  as  they  have  in  their  possession  all  the 
papers  and  documents,  to  which  and  to  the  journals,  we  refer. 

The  English  have  also  sought  at  divers  times  and  places  to  annex 
this  river,  being,  as  they  say,  the  iiearest  to  it ;  but  they  have  been 
prevented  iiitherto  in  this,  by  divers  protests,  and  also  by  their  being 
expelled  by  force,  well  knowing  that  if  they  but  once  happen  to  settle 
there,  the  river  would  be  lost,  or  cause  considerable  trouble;  for 
they  would  swarm  to  it  in  great  numbers.  It  is  currently  reported 
here  every  day,  and  we  are  informed,  that  the  English  will  soon 
repair  thitlier  with  several  families.     'Tis  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
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if  these  people  come  to  settle  there,  they  will  so  rapidly  spread  them- 
selves over  every  place,  that  shortly  neither  Dutch  nor  Swedes  will 
have  much  to  say  there :  at  least,  there  will  be  a  risk  of  losing?  the 
river,  in  whole  or  in  part,  if  some  jiarticular  precaution  be  not  taken  ; 
and  this,  then,  would  be  the  fruit  of  want  of  population ;  yet  with 
all,  the  Directors  of  the  Company  have  not  to  this  day  paid  any  at- 
tention or  regard,  worth  mentioning,  to  the  matter.  Though  it  has 
been  communicated  to  them  fully  and  by  divers  letters,  they  have 
been  a  serious  obstruction  and  an  impediment ;  for  it  fares  with 
this  as  with  the  rest — Greed  hath  befooled  "Wisdom  ;  for  the  report 
now  prevails  that  the  English  will  build  a  village  and  trading  iiouse 
there ;  and,  in  truth,  if  they  begin,  there  is  no  one  here  on  the  part 
of  the  Comi)any  who  can  ])revent  them,  or  apparently  olfer  them 
much  oisposition.  And  not  longer  ago  than  last  year,  divers  free- 
men, among  wliom  were  even  some  of  ourselves,  and  all  of  whom 
"Without  exception  had  or  could  have  good  emi)loyers  in  Fatherland, 
requested  liberty  to  make  a  settlement  there  ;  to  wit,  a  trading 
house,  some  bouweries  and  plantations,  on  condition  and  provided 
some  suitable  Freedoms  and  Exemptions  were  granted  :  but  this  the 
General  refused,  saying,  he  could  not  do  it  as  he  had  no  order  nor 
instructions  to  that  effect  from  the  Hon**''' Lords  Majors;  but  if 
they  chose  to  make  a  beginning  there,  witliout  Freedoms  or  sucli 
like,  that  could  in  some  respect  be  done.  And  when  we  represented 
to  his  Honor  that  such  were  otfered  us  l)y  the  neighbors  all  round, 
if  we  would  only  declare  our  willingness  to  acknowledge  ourselves 
members  of  their  government,  and  that  this  place  ran  a  thousand 
dangers  from  the  Swedes  and  English;  his  Honor  replied,  that  he 
w^ell  knew  it,  and  that  it  was  as  we  rejn'esented,  whereof  in  fact  he 
was  fully  aware.  Reason  was  on  our  side,  but  the  instructions  he 
had  from  his  sujieriors  were  such  that  he  could  not  justify  it  before 
them.  Now  we  are  blind  in  these  matters,  but  one  of  two  things 
must  be  true :  either  it  must  be  the  fault  of  the  Director  or  of 
the  Company,  or  of  both.  Whichsoever  be  tlie  case,  the  one  shifts 
the  blame  on  the  other,  and  between  them,  all  runs  to  ruin. 
Strangers  possess  the  land  and  fare  right  well,  and  mock  us  if 
we  say  any  thing.  They  enjoy  free  Privileges  and  Exemptions, 
the  like  of  which,  Avere  our  Netherlanders  to  possess,  they  would 
(with  God's  help,  without  which  we  can  do  nothing)  doubtless 
flourish  as  well  as,  if  not  better,  tlian  the  English.  Therefore,  the 
Company,  or  its  servants,  have  been,  up  to  this  time,  the  obstruction 
and  the  cause  that  the  country  does  not  make  greater  progress.  It 
is  not  to  be  expected  that  'twill  fare  any  better,  but  mucli  worse 
whilst  it  is  imder  their  control,  such  is  their  greediness  and  mis- 
govemment ;  but  the  right  time  to  treat  of  this  matter  is  not  yet 
arrived. 
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Of  the  Convenience  and  Excellence  of  the  Waters. 
Having  treated  of  the  situation  of  the  land  and  its  boundaries, 
and  Iiaving  spoken,  consequently,  of  the  location  of  the  rivers,  it 
will  not  be  foreign  to  our  purpose  to  add  a  word  respecting  tlie 
goodness  and  convenience  of  the  waters,  Avhich  are  salt,  brackisli 
and  fresh,  according  to  tlieir  locality.  There  are,  in  New  Netlier- 
land,  four  principal  rivers;  the  most  soutiierly  is  commonly  called 
the  South  kiver,  the  bay,  before  entering  the  river,  Godvn's  bay : 
the  river  is  so  named  not  because  its  course  south,  but  because  it 
is  the  most  southerly  river  of  New  Netlierland.  It  is  immediately 
south  of  another,  which  is  also  the  principal  and  best  as  regards 
trade  and  population,  and  is  called  Eio  Moxtaxjes,  on  account  of 
some  mountains,  or  Mauritius'  river,  commonly  the  Nokth  rivep.. 
because  its  course  is  mainly,  and  for  a  great  distance,  towards  the 
north.  The  third  is  the  East  River,  so  named  because  it  stretches 
East  from  the  Manathans.  This  is  esteemed  by  many  not  a  river 
but  a  bay,  because  'tis  very  wide  in  some  places,  and  opens  at  both 
ends  into  the  sea.  We,  however,  consider  it  a  river,  and  it  is  gen- 
erally so  reckoned.  The  fourtli  is  the  Fresh  river,  because  its 
water  is,  for  tlie  most  part,  fresh,  more  so  than  tiiat  of  the 
otliers.  In  addition  to  tliese  rivers,  there  are  still  many  and 
various  bays,  harbors  and  inlets,  very  convenient  and  useful',  some 
of  which  fully  deserve  the  name  of  rivers.  There  is  also  abund- 
ance of  lakes,  some  large,  some  small,  besides  navigable  kills 
M'hich  are  very  like  rivers,  and  multitudes  of  creeks  very  useful 
for  navigating  over  all  parts  of  the  country,  as  the  Map  "of  New 
Netherland  will  demonstrate  to  us.  There  are,  besides,  many  and 
various  Avaterfalls  and  streams  adapted  for  tlie  erection  of  all' sorts 
of  mills  for  man's  use,  and  innumerable  small  rivulets  and  brooks 
throughout  the  whole  land,  as  arteries  through  a  body  ;  the  water 
of  all  is  fresh,  except  of  some  few  at  the  sea  side  which  are  salt  and 
fresli,  or  brackish,  all  very  good  drink  for  wild  and  domestic  ani- 
mals ;  discharging  their  surplus  waters  into  the  rivers  or  into  the 
sea.  In  addition  to  all  these,  there  are  fountains  and  springs  in- 
numerable, every  where  throughout  the  country,  even  at  places  wliere 
they  would  not  be  expected,  as  on  cliffs  and  rocks,  from  which  they 
burst  forth  like  water  spouts ;  and  some  are  of  such  a  nature  that 
they  are  worthy  attention,  not  only  because  tiiey  are  all,  except  those 
in  the  tliickets,  very  clear  and  pure,  but  many  have  this  peculiarity 
that  in  the  winter  they  smoke  from  heat,  and  in  summer  are  so  cool 
that  even  in  the  hottest  part  of  the  season  the  hand  can,  with  difii- 
culty,  tolerate  tliera  on  account  of  the  cold.  And  this  circumstance 
renders  them  very  pleasant  for  the  service  of  man  and  beast  by 
whom  tliey  can  be  used  without  danger ;  for  should  any  one  drink 
thereof,  it  does  him  no  harm,  even  though  it  be  Very  warm 
weather.    This  much  being  stated  regarding  the  property,  conve- 
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nience.  goodness  and  fei'tility  of  this  province,  in  wliich  respects  it 
need  not  yield,  as  far  as  our  limited  experience  extends,  to  any 
province  in  Europe:  and  as  relates  to  trade,  wherein  Europe,  and 
especially  Xetherlaiid,  excels,  this  province  not  only  lies  very  con- 
venient and  suitable  for  it.  but  were  there  only  poi)ulation,  would 
be  found  to  have  exported  more  commodities  by  and  of  itself  to 
other  countries  than  it  needed  to  import  from  elsewhere.  These 
beint,'  considered,  'twill  be  very  little  labor  for  the  intellit^^ent  to 
estimate  and  to  compute  exactly  what  importance  this  naturally 
noble  province  is  to  the  Xetherland  nation,  what  service  it  might 
hereafter  l>e  to  it,  and  what  a  refuge  it  would  be  for  all  tlie  needy 
in  Xetherland.  as  well  of  high  and  middle  as  of  low  degree,  for  it 
is  much  easier  for  people  of  industiy  to  obtain  a  living  here  than  in 
Netherland.  We  cannot  suthciently  thank  the  Fountain  of  all 
Goodness  for  liaving  conducted  us  into  so  good,  so  fertile  and  so 
wholesolne  a  land,  which  we,  however,  did  not  deserve,  on  account 
of  our  manifold  sins  exceedingly  increased  by  us  every  day  in  this 
country.  We  are  also  beholden,  in  the  highest  degree,  to  the  In- 
dians, who  not  only  surrendered  this  rich  and  fertile  country,  and 
for  a  trirte  made  it  over  to  us,  but  did,  over  and  above,  also  enrich 
us  with  their  valuable  and  mutual  trade,  so  that  there  is  none  in 
New  2setherland,  or  trading  to  that  country,  but  is  under  obliga- 
tion thereby.  Great  is  our  shame  now.  and  fortunate  should  we  be 
did  we  duly  acknowledge  this  benefit,  and  in  return  for  wliat  the 
Indians  liad  shared  with  us  of  their  substance,  endeavor,  as  much 
as  in  us  lay.  to  divide  with  them  the  Good  Eternal.  It  is  to  be 
feared  tliat  for  tliis  injury  they  will  stand  up  against  us  at  the  last 
day.  Lord  of  Hosts  1  forgive  us  that  we  have  not  hitherto  com- 
ported ourselves  better  in  this  matter  ;  but  grant  us  tlie  means  and 
direct  our  hearts  that  we  in  future  duly  ac(iuit  ourselves  herein  unto 
tiie  salvation  of  our  own  and  their  souls,  and  the  glorifying  of  Thy 
Holy  name,  for  Christ  liis  sake,  Amex. 

'Tis  respectfully  submitted  that  the  trouble  which  will  attend  the 
adjustment  of  the  boundaries,  and  the  expenses  to  be  incurred  at 
first  for  the  increase  of  the  population  of  this  Country  ought  to  be 
disregarded,  and  it  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  beginnings  are 
difficult,  and  that  sowing  would  be  irksome  were  men  are  not  com- 
forted liy  reaping.  We  trust  and  are  confident  that  your  IHgh 
Mightinesses"  very  great  exi)erience  Avill  accomplish  this  better  than 
we  are  al)le  to  suggest:  but  it  may  ])robably  appear  strange  to  your 
High  Mightinesses  and  some  other  friends  before  whom  this  may 
come,  tliat  we  sjieak  so  highly  as  we  do,  and  as  we  know  to  be  true, 
of  this  i»lace.  and  yet  comi)lain  of  its  indigence  and  i)overty  and  be- 
seech help,  assistance,  redress,  diminution  of  burdens,  population 
and  other  similar  benefits  for  it,  and  show  that  it  is  in  a  poor  and 
ruinous  condition:  yea.  so  low,  that  unless  it  receive  esi»ecial  aid 
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and  assistance  it  will  utterly  fall  away  and  be  ruled  by  foreigners. 
It  becomes  therefore  incumbent  to  point  out  the  true  reason  and 
cause  why  New  Netherland  is  in  its  present  low  condition,  whicli 
we  sliall  do  as  correctly,  minutely  and  truthfully  as  will  be  in  any 
wise  possible,  according  to  the  facts  as  we  have  seen,  found  and 
heard  them ;  but  as  this  relation  not  only  will  call  forth  and  expe- 
rience much  opposition  and  reproach,  as  it  will  greatly  excite 
many  against  it,  we  therefore  most  humbly  pray  your  High  Mighti- 
nesses and  all  well  wishers  wliom  this  may  reach,  not  to  allow  the 
truth  to  yield  to  falsehoods,  previously  trumped  up  and  invented: 
and  not  to-admit  any  evidence  against  it,  except  cf  such  imi)artial 
persons  as  have  not  either  directly  or  indirectly  been  injuriously 
affected  by,  nor  had  a  hand  in,  the  ruin  of  New  Netherland,  nor 
are  otherwise  under  obligation  to  it.  And  with  this  observation, 
we  proceed  to  the  reasons  and  sole  cause  of  the  evil,  which  we  truly, 
though  briefly  and  indistinctly  set  forth  in  the  beginning  of  our 
petition  to  your  High  Mightinesses. 


Of  the  h'easons  and  Cause  of  the  Great  Decay  of  New  Netherland. 

As  we  shall  treat  of  the  reasons  and  causes  by  which  New  Neth- 
erland has  been  reduced  to  its  present  low. and  ruinous  condition, 
so  we  consider  it  necessary  first  to  enumerate  them  separately;  and, 
in  accordance  with  our  daily  experience  as  far  as  our  knowledge 
extends,  we  here  assert  in  one  word,  and  none  better  offers,  tiiat 
the  cause  is  bad  government  with  its  attendants  and  consequences. 
With  our  best  light  we  cannot  perceive  any  other  than  this  to  be 
the  sole  and  true  foundation  stone  of  the  decay  and  ruin  in  New 
Netherland.  This  government  from  whicli  so  much  abuse  proceeds, 
is  two  fold;  to  wit,  in  Eatherland  by  the  Company,  and  in  this 
Country.  We  shall  first  briefly  proceed  to  point  out  some  orders 
and  mistakes  of  Fatherland,  and  afterwards  pass  to  the  others,  and 
see  how  tliey  have  here  grown  up  and  waxed  strong. 

In  the  infancy  of  this  country,  the  Directors  adopted  wrong  plans 
and  in  our  opinion  looked  more  to  their  owii  profit  tlian  to  the  coun- 
try's Avelfare,  and  trusted  more  to  interested  than  to  sound  advice. 
Tills  is  evident  from  the  unnecessary  expenses  incurred  from  time 
to  time;  the  heavy  accounts  from  New  Netherland;  the  taking  up 
Colonies  mostly  by  Directors ;  their  carrying  on  commerce,  to  which 
end  trade  has  been  regulated,  and  finally  from  not  colonizing  the 
country.  It  seemed  at  first  as  if  the  Company  did  intend  to  settle 
this  place  with  its  own  servants,  whicli  must  be  a  great  mistake; 
for  so  soon  as  their  time  was  up,  they  returned  home  carrying  with 
them  nothing  except  a  trifle  in  their  purse  and,  for  the  country,  the 
bad  reputation  of  great  hunger,  A:c.  Meanwhile  there  was  no  profit 
10— Vol.  V. 
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but  heavy  monthly  bills, as  the  accounts  from  New  Netherland  Avill 
testify. 

Had  the  Hon''"'  West  India  Company  attended  in  the  beginning 
to  population,  instead  of  incurring  great  expense  for  things  \in- 
necessary,  which  might  be  attended  to  at  more  favorable  times  and 
then  could  also  be  better  done,  the  New  Netherland  account  would 
not  be  so  large  as  it  is  now;  first,  by  the  construction  of  the  ship 
Nieim  Neerlant,  at  an  excessive  expense;  of  three  costly  mills,  by 
making  brick,  burning  tar,  manufacturing  ashes,  salt,  and  similar 
undertakings,  which  througli  bad  management  and  calculation, 
came  wholly  too  little  or  nothing,  notwithstanding  the  excessive 
expenditure.  Had  this  been  applied  to  colonizing  the  country, 
and  transporting  cattle,  the  place  might  now  be  of  considerable  im- 
portance. 

This  country  and  its  position  are  much  better  and  more  conve- 
nient than  that  occupied  by  the  English,  and  had  not  self  interest 
and  private  speculation  been  attended  to,  assuredly,  the  North  of 
England  would  not  have  outstripped  us  so  much. 

Had  the  first  Exem])tions  been  honestly  carried  out,  according  to 
their  tenor  and  not  with  particular  views,  the  friends  of  New  Neth- 
erland would  certainly  have  made  greater  exertions  to  bring  out 
settlers  and  to  take  uj)  land.  The  other  clauses  which  were  intro- 
duced, have  always  discouraged  individuals  and  kept  them  down, 
so  that  those  of  them  who  had  any  skill,  on  becoming  aware  of  the 
the  facts,  dare  venture  nothing.  It  ivS  very  true  that  the  (Jompany 
hath  brought  over  some  ])ersons,  but  it  did  not  persevere,  so  that 
little  advantage  followed;  it  had,  also,  no  proi)er  commencement, 
for  'twas  done  as  if  without  any  plan. 

It  is  impossible  to  relate  and  pertinently  to  describe,  in  what  and 
how  many  instances  the  Company  hath  injured  and  obstructed  this 
country.  It  was  unwilling  that  our  nation  should  take  up  land,  as 
appears  from  the  case  of  Jacob  Walingen  and  his  associates,  at  the 
Fresh  river  and  now  recently  as  regards  the  South  river,  and  in 
the  meanwhile  have  foreigners  intruded  there,  and  nothing  has 
been  done  except  a  prohibition  and  protest  against  it.  Nothing 
else  could  well  be  done,  for  the  garrisons  are  not  sent  out  complete 
agreeably  to  the  Exemption,  so  that  the  fault  of  New  Netherhmd's 
low  condition  lies  as  much  at  the  door  of  Fatherland,  as  of  this 
place;  yea,  the  seed  of  the  war  was,  according  to  Director  Kieft, 
first  sown  in  Fatherland,  for  he  said  that  he  had  express  order  to 
exact  the  contribution  from  the  Indians;  this  would  have  been 
very  good,  had  the  country  been  peoi)led,  but  in  this  instance  it  was 
premature. 

Trade,  without  which,  when  lawful,  no  country  prospers,  has  also 
fallen  off  so  much  in  consequence  of  the  Company's  acts,  that  it  is 
without  a  parallel,  and  more  slavish  than  free,  owing  to  high  duties 
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and  all  the  inspections  and  tronl)le  that  accompany  it.  We  his^hly 
ai>iirove  of  inspection  according  to  the  orders  s'iven  by  tlie  Company 
to  its  officers,  and  so  far  as  'tis  done  to  check  smui^glers,  Avho  have 
ruined  the  country,  and  now  go  out  from  all  parts:  but  it  ought, 
nevertlieless,  be  executed  without  partially,  which  is  not  always  the 
case.  The  duty  is  high ;  of  inspection  and  seizures  there  is  no  lack, 
and  thus  lawful  trade  is  turned  aside,  except  some  little  which  is 
carried  on  only  pro  forma,  in  order  to  push  smuggling  under  this 
cloak.  Meanwhile  the  Christians  are  treated  almost  like  Indians 
in  the  purchase  of  necessaries  which  they  cainiot  do  without ;  this 
causes  great  complaint,  distress  and  poverty.  Thus,  for  example  : 
— the  merchants  sell  their  dry  goods,  which  are  subject  to  little  loss, 
at  a  hundred  per  cent  advance,  and  that  freely,  according  as  there 
is  a  demand  for, or  scarcity  of  this  or  that  article;  petty  traders 
who  bring  small  lots  and  others  who  speculate,  buy  u\)  those  goods 
from  the  merchants,  and  sell  them  again  to  the  common  people  who 
cannot  do  witliout  them,  often  at  another  advance  of  cent  per  cent, 
more  or  less,  according  as  they  are  pursuaded  or  disposed.  More  is 
taken  on  liquors  which  are  subject  to  considerable  leakage,  and 
those  who  purchase  such  fi'om  thein,  pursue  a  course  similar  to  that 
stated  of  the  dry  goods,  and  generally  with  so  much  slu-ewduess, 
that  the  goods  are  disposed  l)y  the  tirst,  second  and  third  hands,  at 
an  advance  of  one  and  two  hundred,  and  more  per  cent.  It  would 
be  impossible  for  us  to  enumerate  all  the  practices  that  are  had  re- 
course to,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  self  or  individual  interest ; 
whilst  little  thought  is  bestowed  on  introducing  people  into  the 
country.  We  intended  to  be  silent.  But  tJie  i)eople  have,  more- 
over, been  driven  away  by  harsh  and  unwarrantal)le  proceedings; 
their  Honors,  however,  authorized  this,  for  they  instructed  Director 
Kieft  to  pick  out  faults  where  none  existed,  and  to  consider  a  par- 
tial, as  a  complete,  error  and  so  forth.  It  has  also  been  seen  how 
the  letters  of  the  Eight  Men  have  been  treated,  and  the  result; 
besides  many  additional  orders  and  instnictions  whicli  are  not 
known  to  us,  and  are  alike  ruinous;  but  laying  this  aside  for  the 
present,  with  a  word  now  and  again  by  way  of  remark,  let  us  pro- 
ceed to  examine  how  their  servants,  and  the  Directors  and  their 
friends,  have  fattened  here  from  time  to  time,  having  played  with 
their  employers  and  the  people  as  the  cat  plays  with  the  mouse.  It 
Avould,  indeed,  be  very  easy  to  give  an  account  of  their  manage- 
ment and  course  from  the  beginning,  but  as  the  most  of  us  were  not 
here  at  that  time,  and  consequently  not  eye  witnesses,  and  as  it  was 
long  ago  and  has  partially  escaped  recollection,  and  did  not  seem  to 
us  so  bad  as  afterwards  when  land  was  granted  free,  and  the  free- 
men began  to  increase,  we  shall  therefore  pass  over  the  beginning, 
and  let  Mr.  Lubbert  van  Dinglagen,  Vice-Governor  of  New  Nether- 
land,  describe  the  administration  of  Director  Wouter  van  Tvviller 
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with  whicli  he  is  known  to  be  conversant,  and  treat  only  of  the  two 
last  sad  and  senseless  extravagances — we  should  say,  administra- 
tions—of Director  Kieft,  which  is  now  in  truth  past,  but  its  evil 
consequences  remain ;  and  of  Director  Stuyvesant,  which  still 
stands,  if  that  can  be  said  to  stand  which  lies  completely  ju'ostrate. 
The  Directors  in  this  country  being  at  a  distance  from  their  mas- 
ters, looked  close  to  their  own  advantage.  They  have  always  known 
how  to  manage  their  own  affairs  iiandsomely.  with  little  loss  to 
themselves,  yet  under  plausible  ju-etexts,  such  as  i)ublic  interest. 
&c.  They  have  also  comported  tliemselves  just  as  if  tliey  were  Sover- 
eigns of  the  country;  as  they  would  have  it,  so  must  it  always  be, 
and  as  they  desired  it,  so  it  was.  "  Tlie  Board  of  Managers,''  say 
they,  "are,  indeed,  masters  in  Fatlierland,  but  we  are  masters  in  tliis 
land.  As  tliey  decide,  so  'twill  go;  there  is  no  appeal."  And  it 
has  not  been  difficult  for  them  hitherto  to  put  this  in  practice :  for 
the  people  were  few,  and  the  mnjority  of  these  very  simi)le  and 
uniformed;  they,  moreover,  had  business  with  the  Directors  every 
day,  and  if  there  were  any  men  of  intelligence  among  them,  who 
could  walk  on  their  own  feet,  efforts  were  made  to  conciliate  these. 
It  was  impossible  at  first  fully  to  comprehend  their  policy,  which 
was  always  artful  and  insidious,  especially  as  it  was  so  often  suc- 
cessful in  tills  respect,  and  had  sometimes  quite  a  long  duration. 
Director  Kieft  liimself  said,  and  allowed  others  to  repeat  it.  tliat  in 
tliis  country  he  was  Sovereign  and  tiie  same  as  the  Prince  in  Xether- 
land.  He  was  told  so  repeatedly  liere,  and  never  made  any  particu- 
lar objection  to  it.  Tiie  refusal  of  appeal  and  otlier  such  acts, 
prove  it  so  conclusively,  that,  in  our  opinion,  it  does  not  require  any 
turther  evidence.  This  present  Director  does,  also,  the  same  tiling, 
for  he  too  was  quite  at  home  in  refusing  appeals.  He  also  quotes 
right  readily  this  maxim,  "  The  Prince  is  above  the  law, ■"  and  ap- 
plies it  to  his  own  case  with  so  much  arrogance,  as  to  make  even 
himself  ashamed.  Tliese  Directors,  then,  having  the  power  in  their 
own  hands,  could  do,  and  did  whatever  tliey  chose,  according  to 
their  good  will  and  ])leasure,  and  whatever  was,  must  be  right, 
because  it  was  agreeable  to  them.  'Tis  well  known  that  tliose  who 
arrogate  to  themselves,  and  exercise  power,  for  the  purpose  of  issu- 
ing such  commands  as  they  please,  frequently  command  and  re- 
quire more  tlian  they  really  ought;  and  whether  it  be  proper  or  not. 
there  are  always  some  person  there  to  praise  it:  some  througli  a  de- 
sire to  witness  and  abet  evil;  others,  from  fear;  and  thus  do  people 
still  continue  to  complain,  with  Jan  Vergas,  de  dementia  ducis,  of 
the  clemency  of  tlie  Duke.  Hut  that  we  may  give  no  one  reason  to 
suspect  that  we  blow  to  hard,  'twill  l)e  proper  to  illustrate  the  close 
of  Director  Kieft 's  administration,  and  the  government  of  Director 
Stuyvesant  a  little  before  our  departure  by  a  few  examples,  but  we 
willingly  admit,  that  it  will  not  be  in  our  power  fully  to  relate  all 
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the  particulars,  as  tliey  were  transacted  so  secretly,  and  with  so 
much  duplicity  and  ffuile.  We  shall,  liowever,  expose  some  of  them 
accordiiiff  to  our  ability,  and  let  an  opinion  Ije  formed  of  the  Lion 
by  his  i)aM-. 

Casting-  our  eye,  then,  over  Director  Kieffs  administration,  we 
come  first  to  the  Church,  and  we  shall  si)eak  after  that,  of  the  pub- 
lic itroperty,  both  ecclesiastical  and  civil.  But  as  this  man  is  now 
dead,  and  some  of  his  i)roceedin,!i;s  and  acts  are  fi'eely  discussed  l)y 
Jochem  Pieterss  Cuyter  and  Cornells  Molyn.  we  shall  dispose  of  this 
point  as  curtly  as  we  ])0ssibly  can. 

Previous  to  Director  Kieft's  brinQ:ing  unnecessary  war  upon  the 
country,  his  princi])al  aim  and  ol)ject  were  to  take  trood  care  of  him- 
self, and  to  leave  l)ehind  him  a  gTeat  name,  but  without  any  expense 
either  to  himself  or  the  C(mipany:  for  he  has  never  yet  done  any- 
thins:  remarkable  for  the  country  by  which  it  was  im.i)roved.  AVith 
that  view  he  considered  the  errection  of  a  Church  very  necessary, 
beiuff  a  ])ul)lic  work,  the  rather  as  it  was  in  contem])lation  at  that 
time  to  build  a  place  of  worship  in  Renselaerswyck.  Bearing  this 
in  mind,  he  communicated  his  views  to  the  church  wardens,  of 
whom  he  himself  was  one.  who  readily  approved  of  and  praised  the 
project.  The  place  where  it  should  stand  was  then  discussed.  The 
Director  wished  and  insisted  that  it  should  be  located  in  the  fort, 
where  it  was  erected  in  spite  of  the  others.  And  truly,  the  location 
is  as  suital)le  as  a  fifth  wheel  to  a  coach ;  for,  besides  Ijeing  small,  the 
fort  lies  on  a  point,  which  would  be  of  more  imjiortance  in  case  of 
population:  the  Church,  Avhich  ouglit  to  be  owned  by  the  peoi)le 
w'ho  defrayed  the  expense  of  its  construction,  intercepts  and  turns 
aside  the  Southeast  wind  from  the  gristmill  wdiich  stands  in  that 
vicinity:  and  this  is  also  one  of  the  causes  why  a  scarcity  of  bread 
])revails  freciuently  in  summer  for  want  of  grinding.  But  this  is 
not  the  sole  cause:  for  the  mill  is  neglected,  and  having  been  leaky 
nuist  of  the  time,  it  has  become  decayed  and  somewhat  rotten,  so 
that  it  cannot  now  work  with  any  more  than  two  arms,  and  has 
gone  on  thus  for  all  of  five  years.  But  returning  to  the  Church 
from  which  the  gristmill  has  for  the  moment  diverted  us:  the  Direc- 
tor concluded,  then,  to  have  one  built  and  on  the  spot  which  he 
perferretL  He  lacked  money:  and  where  was  this  to  be  got?  It 
happened,  about  this  time,  that  Everardus  Bogardus,  the  clergy- 
man, gave  in  marriage  a  daughter,  by  his  first  wife.  The  Director 
thought  this  a  good  time  for  his  purjwse,  and  set  to  work  after  the 
fourth  or  fifth  drink:  and  he  himself  setting  a  liberal  example,  let 
the  wedding  guests  sign  whatever  they  were  disposed  to  give  to- 
wards the  CJuirch.  Each,  then,  with  a  liglit  head,  subscribed  away 
at  a  handsome  rate,  one  comjteting  with  the  other:  and  although 
some  heartily  repented  it  when  their  senses  came  back,  they  were 
obliged  nevertheless,  to  pay;  nothing  could  avail  against  it.    The 


150  PAPERS  EELATIXG  TO  THE 

Churcli,then,  was  located  in  the  fort,  ill  opposilion  to  every  one's  opin- 
ion. Tlie  honor  and  ownership  of  tliat  work  must  be  inferred  from 
the  inscription,  whicli,  in  our  opinion,  is  somewhat  ambiguous,  and 
reads  thus:  Anno.  1642.  Willem  Kieft,  Uirecteuk  Generael, 
lieeft  He  gemeente  dcsen  temple  doen  houwcn.  But,  laying  that  aside, 
the  people  nevertheless,  paid  for  the  chiin^h. 

It  is  now  our  time  to  si)eak  of  the  church  property,  and  to  do  the 
truth  no  violence,  we  are  not  aware  that  tiiere  ever  has  been  any, 
or  that  the  church  hath  any,  revenue,  except  what  is  given  to  it. 
Neither  the  Comi)any  nor  the  Director  ever  took  the  least  ])ains  or 
trouble  to  obtain  or  provide  any. 

Tlie  plate  has  been  a  long  time  passed  around  for  a  Common  school 
which  has  been  built  with  words:  for,  as  yet,  the  first  stone  is  not 
laid ;  some  materials  have  only  been  provided.  However,  the  money 
given  for  the  purpose  hath  all  disappeared  and  is  mostly  spent,  so 
that  it  falls  somewhat  short ;  and  nothing  permanent  has  as  yet  been 
ettected  for  this  jiurpose. 

The  Poor,  who,  however,  are  best  provided  for,  having  nothing 
except  what  is  collected  in  the  church  in  addition  to  a  few  fines 
and  voluntary  offerings  from  the  inhabitants ;  but  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  money  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Company,  who  took  it,  from 
time  to  time,  and  retained  it.  They  have  long  promised  to  pay  in- 
terest, but  notwithstanding  all  that  was  done  in  the  matter  neither 
princii)al  nor  interest  can  be  obtained  from  them. 

There  is,  occasionally,  a  tlyiiig  re])ort  of  an  liospital  and  of  asylums 
for  orphans  and  for  old  men,  &c.,  but  as  yet  not  a  sign  of  an  attempt, 
order  or  regulation  has  been  made  about  them.  From  all  these, 
then,  it  is  sufficiently  apparent,  that  scarcely  any  proi)er  care  or 
diligence  has  been  used  by  the  Company  or  its  officers,  for  any  ec- 
clesiastical property;  and,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  nothing  in 
the  least  has  been  done  from  the  beginning  up  to  the  present  time, 
but  on  the  contrary,  every  care  and  pains  have  been  taken  to  attach 
minions  closely,  or  to  make  new  ones,  as  we  shall  hereafter  show 
in  its  own  time,  and  now  i)roceed  and  see,  what  have  been  tlie  pub- 
lic resources  of  the  government  u})  to  the  time  of  our  departure,  so 
that  it  may  be  manifest  what  i)ains  and  diligence  the  Directors 
have  used  and  exercised  in  this  particular. 

There  was  not  hideed  at  first,  in  Director  Kieft "s  administration, 
so  favorable  an  opportunity  as  since,  because  the  duties  on  the  pel- 
tries were  collected  in  Fatherland,  and  the  freemen  had  not  yet 
granted  any  excise,  but  after  the  public  calamity— we  mean,  the 
rash  war— was  brought  on  us,  the  duties  on  the  peltries  began  to 
collected  in  this  country,  and  an  effort  was  made  to  imi)Ose  a  beer 
excise,  about  which  a  conference  was  had  with  tlie  Eight  men,  then 
chosen  from  among  tlie  i)eople,  who  did  not  understand  it;  but  re- 
quested to  know  in  what  manner  and  on  what  footing  it  would  be 
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establislied  and  how  lone:  it  was  to  continue.  Director  Kieft  prom- 
ised that  it  should  continue  only  until  the  arrival  of  a  Company's 
ship,  a  new  Director,  or  until  the  end  of  the  war.  And  though  all 
nearly  doubted  this,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to,  yet  he  introduced  it 
by  force.  The  beer  belonging  to  the  brewers  who  would  not  con- 
sent to  an  excise,  was  distributed  among  tlie  soldiers  as  a  prize,  and 
so  it  has  continued;  but  it  has  produced  great  strife  and  discontent; 
for  from  that  time  forward  tlie  Director  endeavored  to  divide  the 
country  and  to  establisli  a  faction;  tliose  who  were  on  his  side  could 
not  do  amiss,  however  badly  they  behaved ;  these  who  were  op])osed 
to  him  were  always  wrong,  however  well  they  acted,  and  the  order 
to  consider  half  an  error  as  a  whole  one,  was  then  strictly  enforced. 
So  great  was  the  Director's  jealousy  that  he  could  not  without 
suspicion  suffer  disinterested  persons  to  visit  his  partizans. 

After  the  war  had  been  terminated  according  to  the  Director's 
own  statement,  though  in  our  opinion  it  will  never  be  finished  until 
the  country  be  peopled,  every  one  hoped  tiiat  this  excise  would  cease  ; 
but  Director  Kieft  postponed  that  until  the  arrival  of  a  new 
Director,  who  was  very  anxiously  wisiied  for,  and  finally  appeared  ; 
but  like  the  crowning  of  lleiioboam  ;  for,  instead  of  abolishing  the 
beer  excise,  his  first  act  was  to  superadd  thereto  a  wine  excise  and 
other  intolerable  burdens ;  so  that  some  of  the  Commonalty,  as  they 
then  had  no  advocate,  were  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  re- 
monstrating, but  instead  of  tlie  relief  they  expected,  they  received 
a  somewhat  sharp  reprimand  from  the  Director,  and  subsecjuently 
obtained  a  written  answer  which,  as  was  his  custom,  he  had  couclied 
in  so  lengthy  and  so  diffuse  a  style,  that  poor  humble  peoi)le,  such 
as  are  here,  must  inevitably  commit  mistakes  regarding  it.  And 
thus  have  furtlier  attempts  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  impose 
new  taxes  and  burthens.  In  fine,  it  is  so  managed  that  a  consider- 
able sum  was  received  in  Director  Kieft 's  time,  as  well  from  duties 
as  from  other  sources  which  are  estimated  to  amount,  one  year  with 
another,  to  16,000  guilders,  exclusive  of  the  customs  paid  in  Father- 
land, which  must  indeed  be  also  collected  from  the  poor  i)eople  here, 
for  the  goods  are  afterwards  sold,  and  are  now  intolerably  dear.  The 
revenue  reached  a  somewhat  higher  sum  in  Director  Stuyve.sant's 
time.  It  is  estimated  that  about  30,000  guilders  are  now  drawn 
from  tlie  people,  yearly,  in  duties,  confiscations,  excise,  c\:c. ;  and 
yet  it  is  not  fair,  that  the  more  one  has  the  more  he  will  have.  It 
was  however,  allowable,  that  as  much  as  possible  should  be  con- 
tributed when  it  was  to  be  employed  for  the  public  good ;  and 
inasmuch  as  it  was  promised  and  enacted,  in  all  placards,  that  all 
the  money  was  to  be  employed  for  commendable  and  necessary  public 
works,  let  us  now  examine  for  a  moment  what  laudable  iiublic  works 
there  are  in  this  country,  and  what  fruits  all  the  donations  and  con- 
tribtions  have  hitherto  borne.    But  in  order  not  to  commit  any  error 
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in  tliis  matter,  we  must  not  be  uiideistood  to  inchide  tlie  goods  and 
effects  of  tiie  Hon''''  Comi)any,  and  which  are  its  projjerty,  for  wliat- 
ever  belongs  particularly  to  any  person,  never  was  i)ublic  :  and  tlie 
Company's  proi)erty  in  this  country,  including  forts,  cannon, 
ammunition,  farm-houses,  warehouses,  dwelling-houses,  buildings, 
liorses,  cattle,  vessels,  and  whatever  else  may  be,  possibly  amount  to 
between  GO.OOO  and  70,0uo  guilders.  And  it  is  very  probai)le  tliat 
the  del)ls  against  it  are  somewhat  more.  But  laying  this  aside,  we 
shall  turn  our  attention  to  tlie  public  i)i-operty,  and  see  liow  the 
money  has  from  time  to  time  been  employed  according  to  the 
placards.  If  we  are  correctly  informed,  and  have  fully  investigated 
and  examined  all  tliese,  we  cannot  ascertain  or  find  tliat  any  thing— 
we  say  any  thing— big  or  little,  worth  mentioning,  was  done,  built 
or  constructed,  during  Director  Kieft's  adniinistration.  in  which 
the  i)eople  were  concerned  or  had  any  interest,  except  the  Church, 
of  which  we  have  already  spoken.  Yea,  so  mucli  negligence  and 
carelessness  prevailed  in  tlie  matter,  that  nothing  was  i>roi)osed, 
undertaken  or  done  with  even  an  ostensible  appearance  of  satisfy- 
ing the  people ;  on  tlie  contrary,  whatever  was  contributed  by  the 
Commonalty  was  absorbed  among  tlie  Com[)any's  projierty  :  and  tlie 
effects  and  means  even  of  the  latter,  both  in  one  place  and  the  other, 
have  been  scpiandered  for  the  purpose  of  making  friends,  securing 
witnesses,  and  in  order  to  get  rid  of  accusers  on  the  subject  of  the 
waging  of  tlie  war.  Even  the  Negroes,  which  were  obtained  with 
Tamandere.  were  sold  for  jiork  and  jieas :  something  wonderful  was  to 
be  i)erformed  with  this.  Imt  they  just  drijijied  through  the  hiigeis. 
There  are  yet  sundry  other  Negroes  in  this  country,  some  of  whom 
have  been  manumitted  on  account  of  their  long  service:  but  their 
children  continue  slaves,  contrary  to  all  jmblic  law,  that  any  one  born 
of  a  free  Christian  mother  should,  notwithstanding,  be  a  slave  and 
obliged  so  to  remain.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  relate  every  thing 
that  hasoccurred.  Whoever  did  not  assent  and  applaud  was  watched, 
and  when  opportunity  offered,  was  remembered.  We  now  submit 
to  all  intelligent  iiersons  what  fruit  this  has  borne,  and  what  a  way 
tills  was  to  obtain  good  testimony.  Man  is  by  nature  covetous,  and 
he  is  especially  so  who  is  needy.  But  we  shall  give  some  few  instances 
of  this  when  we  treat  of  Director  Kieffs  administration  in  luirticular, 
and  now  to  proceed  to  that  of  Director  Stuyvesant,  and  to  see  what 
has  Iteen  its  course  here,  up  to  the  time  of  our  departure. 

Mr.  t^tuyvesant  has  been,  almost  the  whole  of  the  time  from  his 
first  coming  to  our  leaving,  busy  building,  laying  masonry,  con- 
structing, breaking  up.  refitting  and  so  forth  :  but  generally,  on  the 
Comi»any"s  account  and  little  to  their  advantage,  for  on  some  things 
more  is  expended  than  they  are  worth  :  however  he  at  hrst  put  the 
church  in  order,  which  had  come  into  his  liands  in  very  bad  rejiair, 
and  shortly  afterwards  constructed  a  wooden  wharf,  each  of  which 
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is  of  gvent  use  and  very  convenient :  but  subsequent  to  tliis  we  knoAv 
of  nothing  eitlier  done  or  made,  that  is  entitled  to  the  name  of  public 
work.  Notwithstanding,  the  receipts  have  been  sufficiently  ample, 
as  is  evident  from  tlie  yearly  account :  yet.  like  dro]>sical  jieo]»le,  the 
cry  was  still  incessantly  for  more.  As  a  consequence,  great  discon- 
tent arose  in  a  short  time  every  where,  not  only  among  the  ))urghers, 
who  had  very  little  to  say,  but  also  even  among  tlie  Comiiany's 
otiicers.  so  that  divers  protests  passed  l)etween  them  on  account  of 
the  expense  and  waste  consequent  on  unnecessary  councillors,  offi- 
cers, servants  and  so  fortli,  entirely  unknown  to  the  Majores,  and  by 
reason  of  the  appropriation  and  emi>loyment,  for  private  i)uri)oses, 
of  funds  and  means  which  were  raised  from  the  i)ublic :  but  all  in 
vain  :  little  or  no  im]irovement  followed.  And  the  more  i»eo]ile  tried 
to  aid,  restore  and  mend  matters,  the  worse  lias  it  been  ;  for.  swayed 
by  jn-ide.  a  determination  entirely  contrary  was  adojited,  as  if  it 
were  a  disgrace  to  follow  advice,  and  as  if  every  thing  siiould  ])roceed 
from  one  head.  The  fruits  of  this  conduct  can  speak  and  testify  of 
themselves.  People  have  been  here  now  so  long,  and  woukl  beat 
every  bush ;  yet  not  a  thing  had  been  done  concerning  weights  and 
measures  or  the  like,  ])revious  to  the  23'^  July,  of  the  year  l(i49,  at 
which  time  the  peoide  were  notilied  that  an  order  on  the  subject 
would  be  issued  the  ensuing  August,  which  the  Fiscal  would  then 
enfoi'ce — this  was  as  much  as  to  say;  "Water  the  i)igeons." 
Much  discontent  and  division  also  frequently  prevail  among  the 
l)eo])le  in  regard  to  the  weiglits  and  measures;  and  as  these  were 
never  stamped,  there  can  be  no  uniformity.  Tlie  belief  likewise 
obtains,  that  some  whose  consciences  are  large,  have  two  sets  of 
them,  but  we  cannot  affirm  the  fact.  Tlie  Company's  grain  measure 
has  always  been  suspected  ;  but  who  dares  say  so  V  The  payment 
in  Wampum,  which  is  the  currency  here,  has  never  l)een  i)laced  on  a 
sure  footing,  although  the  Select  men  recpiested  it,  and  sliowed  liow 
it  could  be  done,  and  added  conclusive  reasons  in  sui)]iort  thereof. 
But  it  has  always  been  misconceived  and  distasteful.  And  when 
any  thing  was  said  to  the  Director  on  these  and  similar  sultjects, 
more  than  pleased  him,  a  great  deal  of  ill  and  spiteful  language  w'as 
received ;  even  those  who  were  officially  brought  to  speak  witii  him 
of  such  things,  if  he  were  not  in  good  humor,  were  berated  as  rascals, 
bear  skinners,  <kc. 

The  Fort  under  which  jieople  will  take  shelter,  and  from  which, 
it  seems,  all  authority  proceeds,  lies  like  a  mole-hill  or  a  ruin.  It 
does  not  contain  a  single  gun-carriage,  and  there  is  not  a  iiiece  of 
cannon  on  a  suitable  frame,  or  on  a  sound  i)latform.  It  was  lU'O- 
claiiued,  at  hrst,  that  it  should  be  re])aired,  constructed  with  five 
bastions,  and  1)6  made  a  first  class  tort.  The  Select  men  were  also 
asked  for  money  for  the  purpose ;  but  they  excused  themselves  on 
the  plea  that  the  people  were  very  poor.    Every  one  was  also  greatly 
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dissatistied,  and  feared  that  the  Director  Avould  be  more  harsh  and 
severe,  could  he  once  rely  on  his  fort.  It  remains  sticking  between 
these.  He  will,  doubtless,  contrive  l)y  various  circumstances  to 
throw  the  blame  on  the  Commonalty,  who  are  innocent,  althougli 
the  Director  desired  to  have  the  money  from  them,  and  pretended 
to  have  an  order  to  that  effect  from  their  Iligli  Mightinesses  ;  for 
liad  he  ai)j)lied  to  that  object  one-fourth  of  the  money  whicli  was 
collected  in  his  time  from  the  Commonalty,  it  would,  certainly,  not 
have  fallen  short,  as  the  wine  excise  was  im])Osed  ex])ressly  for  that 
purpose.  But  so  it  was  ;  a  thousand  ways  was  sought  to  shear  the 
sheep  before  the  wool  had  grown.  Thus,  in  regard  to  public  works, 
there  is  little  difference  between  Director  Kieft  and  Director  Stuy- 
vesant;  for  after  the  erection  of  the  Cliurch,  the  former  became 
negligent  and  instituted  personal  actions  against  whomsoever  he 
had  a  prejudice.  Tlie  latter  hath  had  much  better  and  more  oppor- 
tunities to  assist  the  peoj^le  than  his  i)redecessor  :  for  he  had  no  war. 
He  differs  from  him  also,  being  more  active  and  malignant  in  look- 
ing up  causes  of  i)rosecutio]i  against  his  innocent  opponents,  than 
ever  his  predecessor  had  been. 

Tlie  Administration  of  Director  Kieft  in  Particular. 

Sutticient  has  been  said  relative  to  what  Director  Kieft  liatli  done 
in  civil  and  ecclesiastical  matters  :  whether  buildings,  resoiuces  or 
revenues.  It  remains  for  us  to  visit  the  Council  chamber  and  bring 
out  some  specimens,  according  to  our  promise.  Herein  we  shall  also 
study  conciseness. 

The  Council  consisted,  then,  of  Director  Kieft  and  Monsieur  La 
Montangie :  the  Director  had  two  votes  and  Mr.  La  Montangie  one  : 
iind  yet  it  was  a  high  crime  to  appeal  from  their  judgments.  Cor- 
nells van  der  Ilooykens  sat  with  them  as  Fiscal,  and  Cornells  van 
Thienhoven  as  Secretary.  And,  moreover,  whenever  anything  ex- 
traordinary came  up,  the  Director  had  a  few  additional  invited,  ac- 
coiding  to  his  i)leasnre;  these  were. mostly  othcers  of  the  Company. 
Tills,  however,  happened  but  seldom,  yet  it  jiroduced  dissatisfaction. 
Xeither  the  Twelve  men  nor  the  Eight  after  them,  had  voice  or 
opinion  in  cases  before  the  court ;  they  were  cliosen  in  view  of  the 
war  and  some  other  occurrences,  in  order  to  serve  as  a  cloak  and  a 
catspaw.  In  other  respects,  they  were  of  no  consideration,  and 
little  regarded  when  they  proposed  anything  in  opposition  to  the 
views  of  the  Director,  who  imagined  himself,  or  would  fain  per- 
suade others,  that  he  was  Sovereign  and  that  it  was  absolutely  in 
his  power  to  do,  or  to  ])ermit,  everything :  and  he  lieeded  little  tliat 
the  safety  of  the  People  was  the  su])reme  law,  as  was  clearly  mani- 
fest in  the  war ;  althoiigh  an  effort  was  made  by  sul)terfugees  and 
l)iles  of  certificates  and  petitions,  to  shove  the  responsibility  on 
others,  wdien  the  spit  was  turned  into  the  ashes.    But  this  was  done 
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because  tilings  went  too  far,  and  every  one  laid  the  damatre  and 
bloodshed  at  his  door.  La  Montangie  said  that  he  protested  against 
it.  but  that  he  was  mixed  u\)  with  it  against  his  will  and  to  his 
deep  regret ;  and  afterwards,  when  it  did  take  place,  that  he  pre- 
tended to  assist  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  .Secretary  Cornells  van 
Tienhoven  also  says,  he  had  scarcely  any  hand  in  it,  and  that  he  had 
done  nothing  in  the  premises  except  by  the  express  order  of  the  Di- 
rector ;  but  this  was  not  believed,  for  there  are  some  who  heard  La 
Montangie  say,  that  had  not  the  (Secretary  brought  a  false  report, 
the  affair  would  have  never  happened.  There  are  also  some  others 
Avho  know  it,  and  almost  every  one  believes  it,  to  be  so,  and  indeed 
it  seems  very  likely.  Xo  confidence  was  placed  in  Fiscal  Van  der 
Hooykens  in  consequence  of  his  drinking,  in  which  all  his  science 
consisted  ;  neither  had  he  any  experience  in  this  country,  and  at  the 
commencement,  frequently  cursed  the  war  as  being  against  his  will, 
so  that  the  responsibility  remains  and  must  rest  with  the  Director 
and  Secretary  Thienhoven.  To  the  Director  was  intrusted  the  su- 
preme authority;  did  any  one  advise  him  to  the  country's  ruin, 
he  must  not  follow  such  advice,  and  afterwards  endeavor  to  throw 
the  blame  off  his  shoulders  on  people  who  will  excuse  themselves 
although  they  are,  in  our  opinion ,  not  wholly  blameless.  We  believe 
the  war  to  have  been  caused  by  the  exaction  of  tlie  contribution,  for 
which  the  Director  said  he  had  the  order  of  the  Majores,  and  by  his 
own  imprudent  expeditions,  which  manifested  themselves  chiefly  in 
the  mysterious  toast ;  but  there  are  friends  whom  this  closely  con- 
cerns and  who  have  already  undertaken  it.  We  shall  leave  the  mat- 
ter to  them,  and  give  a  few  si)ecimens  of  his  aspirations  after 
sovereignty,  omitting  several  others  for  the  sake  of  brevity. 

At  this  point  we  are  met  by  one  Franciscus  Douthy,  an  English 
clergyman  here,  and  one  Arnoldus  van  Hardenbergii,  a  free  mer- 
cliant.  also  of  this  place ;  but  as  this  will  probably  come  before  your 
High  Mightinesses  in  full  session,  in  the  cases  in  which  they  appear, 
we  shall  give  merely  a  summary  of  them.  This  clergyman,  Fran- 
ciscus Douthy,  came  to  Xew  England  at  the  commencement  of  the 
troubles  in  England,  in  order  to  escape  them,  and  found  that  he 
had  got  out  of  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire.  He  betook  himself,  in 
consequence,  under  the  protection  of  the  Xetherlanders,  in  order 
that  he  may,  according  to  the  Dutch  reformation,  enjoy  freedom  of 
conscience,  which  he  unexpectedly  missed  in  New  England ;  and 
the  Director  granted  and  conveyed  to  him  an  absolute  patent,  with 
manorial  privileges.  He  added  some  families  now  to  his  settlement , 
in  the  couise  of  one  year;  but  the  war  breaking  out,  they  were  all 
driven  ofe  their  lands,  with  the  loss  of  some  people,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  many  cattle,  of  almost  all  their  houses,  and  whatever  tliey 
had  ;  they  returned  a  while  after  that,  and  having  consumed  more 
than  they  knew  how  to  obtain,  they  came  to  the  Manathans,  whither 
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all  tlie  ret'ucrees  at  tliat  time  fled,  and  Master  Doutby  was  minister 
tliere.  After  tlie  flame  of  war  had  died  away,  and  ])eace  had  been 
conchided,  in  such  a  manner,  however,  tliat  no  one  had  mucli  reli- 
ance on  it.  some  retu.ned  a.^ain  to  tlieir  land.  Tiie  Director  would 
fain  see  tliis  man  go  bark  to  liis  land,  in  order  that  every  thing 
should  liave  the  appearance  of  being  arranged,  but  as  peace  was 
doubtful,  and  Master  Douthy  had  no  means  to  begin  with,  he  was 
not  in  a  hurry  :  he  went,  however,  sometime  after,  and  resided  there 
half  a  year,  but  lie  again  removed,  as  it  was  seized :  for  in  tlie  hope 
that  scmie  others  would  establisli  a  village  tliere,  a  suit  was  insti- 
tuted against  tiie  Minister,  and  carried  so  far,  that  the  land  was 
conllscated.  Master  I)ontliy  flnding  himself  aggrieved,  a])i)eale(l 
from  the  judgment.  Tiie  Director  answered,  there  was  no  appeal 
from  liis  decision  wliicli  must  be  final,  and  in  consequence  of  liis 
remark,  sentenced  the  Minister  to  be  imprisoned  for  tlie  space  of  24 
hours,  and  then  pay  '2d  guilders  We  have  always  considered  this 
act  tyrannical,  and  regarded  it  as  an  instance  of  sovereignty.  Ar- 
noldus  van  Hardenbergh's  case  resembles  this  very  much  in  its  re- 
sxilt,  for  after  Seger  Tlieunisse  had  been  murdered  by  the  Indians, 
at  the  Beeregat,  and  the  yacht  had  returned  to  the  Manathans.  the 
Director  and  Council  api)ointed  Arnoldus  van  Ilardenbergh  and 
two  others,  curators  of  the  estate,  and  tlie  yacht  was  searched. 
And  in  it  was  found  some  ]M'operty  which  had  not  been  entered, 
wjierefore  the  Fiscal  summoned  tlie  curators  into  court,  and  claimed 
that  tlie  jiroiterty  w,is  forfeited  to  the  Company.  The  curators  o[i- 
posed  it.  and  gave  Ilardenberch  charge  of  the  suit,  who  after  some 
proceedings,  was  cast .  As  lie  now  found  himself  aggrieved  as  agent 
for  the  general  owners,  he  appealed  to  such  judges  as  the  owners 
would  elect.  Then  the  game  was  repeated;  it  was  a  liigh  crime; 
the  Fiscal  made  great  pretence  and  a  judgment  was  pronounced, 
the  contents  whereof  were  as  follows: — "'Having  seen  tiie  written 
"  demand  of  Fiscal  Van  der  Hoeikens  of  and  against  Arnoldus  van 
"  Hardenburch,  and  that  in  relation  to  tlie  appeal  from  our  judgment, 
"dated  2R"'  Aiiril  last,  as  appears  by  tlie  signature  of  the  above 
"  named  A.  van  Ilardenberch.  from  which  judgment  no  appeal  can 
"  lie.  as  the  commission  of  their  High  Mightinesses  tiie  Lord  States 
"General  and  liis  Highness  of  Orange,  proves  to  him;  therefore, 
"  the  Director  General  and  Council  of  New  Netherland.  regarding 
"the  dangerous  conse(|uences  which  tend  to  the  injury  of  tlie 
"  su]ireme  authority  of  tlie  magistracy  of  this  country,  condemn  the 
"aforesaid  Arnoldus  van  Ilardenberch  in  the  fine  of  25  guilders, 
"  payable  immediately,  or  to  be  imprisoned  until  the  fine  be  paid,  as 
"  an  exami)le  to  others.''  If  the  lion  be  now  known  by  his  ]iaw.  it 
can  be  seen  that  these  peo])le  make  nothing  of  the  name  of  your 
High  Mightinesses.  His  Highness  of  Orange,  the  honor  of  the  magis- 
tracy, and  have  used  the  words,  dangerous  consequences,  an  example 
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to  otliei-s  and  more  of  the  like  description,  in  order  to  play  off  their 
own  personages  therewith.  We  have,  therefore,  placed  this  act 
alongside  of  tliat  perpetrated  against  tlie  Minister  Uouthy ;  and 
many  more  such  pieces,  or  similar  ones,  are  to  be  found  in  the 
record,  if  the  entries  be  not  altered,  which  is  gravely  suspected,  as 
alterations  have  been  sometimes  seen  in  them.  It  is,  then,  suf- 
ficiently apparent,  that  pretty  much  every  thing  has  gone  amiss,  and 
herewith  shall  we  quit  the  subject,  and  pass  on  to  Director  Stuyves- 
anfs  administration,  with  a  word,  however,  first  regarding  the 
clause  sinisterly  introduced  into  the  patents,  as  the  sequel  will 
enable  one  easily  to  determhie.  For  by  the  patents  absolute  con- 
veyance was  granted  to  the  people  who  then  thought  all  was  safe, 
and  that  they  were  masters  of  what  they  iwssessed.  The  patents 
were  next  called  in,  on  pretence  that  something  had  been  forgotten 
in  them ;  but  it  was  not  so,  only  'twas  imagined  that  something 
had  been  surrendered  in  the  grant,  and  therefore  a  clause  was  added 
to  the  i)atents,  which  were  signed  anew ;  this  conflicts  directly  with 
the  patent,  so  that  without  distorting  its  tenor  in  the  least,  there  is 
now  a  contradiction  in  one  and  the  same  i)atent :  for  the  old  deeds 
read  thus  :— "And  they  enter  on  the  land  and  valleys  which  apper- 
tain tliereunto  of  old."'  And  the  clause  says,— Xo  valley  to  be  used 
before  the  Company  ;  which  can  easily  use  all  of  it  and  have  their 
comi)eiency.  Another  clause  is  usually  inserted  in  the  patents, 
which  is  objected  to  by  every  one,  to  wit :  That  they  must  be  subject 
to  all  burthens  which  are  already,  or  shall  hereafter  be  imposed.— 
That  can  be  carried  out  ad  infinitum,  and  it  has  already  been  en- 
forced against  divers  inhal:)itants,  and  has  discouraged  others  from 
undertaking  anything  on  such  conditions. 

The  Administration  of  Director  Stui/vesant,  in  Particular. 

AVe  sincerely  wish  we  were  already  through  tliis  administration, 
for  it  hath  been  heavy  upon  us,  and  we  are  conscious  of  our  feeble 
power  :  we  will,  nevertheless,  make  a  beginning,  and  as  we  have  al- 
ready treated  of  the  public  property,  ecclesiastical  and  civil,  we  shall 
examine  into  the  administration  of  justice  and  the  rendering  of 
judgment  between  man  and  man,  and  demonstrate,  as  with  a  finger, 
in  the  first  place,  the  manner  of  the  Director  and  Council.  As  re- 
gards the  Director,  his  manner  in  court  has  been,  from  his  first 
arrival  unto  this  time,  to  browbeat,  dispute  with  and  harass  one  of 
the  two  parties  ;  not  as  beseemeth  a  judge,  but  like  a  zealous  advo- 
cate. This  has  caused  great  discontent  everywhere,  and  has  gone 
so  far  and  had  such  an  ettec-t  on  some,  that  many  dare  not  bring  any 
suits  before  the  court,  if  tljey  do  not  stand  well,  or  passably  so  with 
tlie  Director:  for,  whom  he  opposeth  hath  both  sun  and  moon 
against  him.  In  addition  to  the  fact  that  he  hath  himself  appointed 
and  obliged  so  many  Councillors,  some  of  Avhom  also  are  well  dis- 
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posed,  so  that  be  can  constrain  tlie  others  by  plurality  of  votes,  he 
likewise  fre(iuently  submits  his  opinion  in  writings,  and  that  so  fully 
and  so  amply  that  it  takes  up  some  side,  and  then  his  word  is  :  "Gen- 
tlemen, this  is  my  opinion  ;  if  any  one  have  aught  to  object  to  it,  let 
him  express  it.'"  If  any  one,  then,  on  the  instaiit,  offer  objection, 
Avhich  is  not  very  easy  unless  he  be  well  grounded,  his  Honor  bursts 
forth,  incontinently,  into  a  rage  and  makes  such  a  to-do  that  it  is 
dreadful ;  yea.  he  frequently  abuses  the  Councillors  as  this  and  as 
that,  in  foul  language  better  befitting  the  fislnnarketthan  the  Coun- 
cil board  ;  and  if  all  this  be  tolerated,  he  will  not  be  satistied  until 
he  have  his  way.  To  i)rove  tliis  by  example  and  certiticates.  though 
possible,  would,  however,  carry  iis  to  too  great  a  length.  But,  we 
all  say  and  affirm,  that  such  has,  from  tiie  commencement,  been 
and  still  continues  daily  to  be,  the  common  practice,  and  that  tliis 
is  the  conduct  and  bearing  in  the  Council  of  the  Director  who  is  pres- 
ident and  head  thereof.  Let  us  now,  also,  cursorily,  si^eak  of  each  of 
the  otiier  Councillors.  Lubeiit  van  Dinklagex,  the  Vice-Gover- 
nor,hath  for  a  long  time  exhibited  great  dissatisfaction,  and  on  sev- 
eral occasions,  and  for  divers  matters,  hath  protested  against  the 
Director  and  his  appointed  Council, but  it  is  only  of  late,  after  some 
others  had  offered  oi)position.  He  had  been  in-eviously  so  influenced 
by  fear  that  he  durst  not  oi)pose  the  Director,  but  was  obliged  to 
let  many  things  take  their  course  and  submit  to  them,  to  which,  he 
afterwards  declared,  he  had  great  objection  because  tliey  were  un- 
just, but  he  saw  no  other  way  to  secure  peace ;  for  the  Director  him- 
self said,  in  Council,  that  he  would  tr.-at  him  worse  than  Wouter 
van  Twiller  had  ever  done,  if  he  would  not  obey  his  wishes.  This 
man  is  then  overruled.  Let  us  now  i)roceed  further.  Monsieur  La 
Montanie  had  been  in  the  Council  in  Kieft's  time,  and  was  then,  by 
many,  greatly  suspected  ;  he  hath  no  commission  from  Fatherland; 
was,  also, driven  off  his  land  by  the  Avar;  is  deeply  in  the  Company's 
debt,  and  is,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of  dissembling  ;  but  it  is 
sufficiently  notorious  and  has  been  heard  from  himself,  that  he  was 
not  pleased  with,  and  disapproved  of  that  administration.  Brian 
jSIuyson  [Nuton],  lieutenant  of  the  soldiers  comes  next.  This  man 
dreads  the  Director,  and  honors  him  as  his  benefactor  ;  l)esides  be- 
ing very  ignorant  and  inexperienced  in  the  law,  he  is  totally  unac- 
quainted with  our  Dutch  language,  so  that  he  is  entirely  unqualified 
to  reply  to  the  elaborately  written  opinions,  except  that  he  indeed 
must  and  will  say.  Yes.  Adrian  Keyser,  tlie  Commissary,  who 
came  here  as  Secretary,  is  also  sometimes  admitted  to  the  Council. 
This  man  hath  not  forgotten  much  law,  but  says,  himself,  that  he 
lets  God's  water  run  over  God's  field.  This  man,  then,  can  say 
nothing,  and  dare  not  say  anything ;  for  so  much  devolves  on  him 
that  it  is  best  that  he  keep  quiet.  The  Captains  of  the  ships  have 
also  a  vote  in  the  Council  when  they  are  ashore,  such  as  Jelmer 
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Tomas  and  Pauhis  Lenaersse,  wiio  was  appointed  Xaval  ajrent  on 
his  first  arriving  liere,  and  has  always  had  a  seat  in  the  Council,  but 
lie  is,  now.  a  freeman.  Every  one  can  easily  imairine  the  amount 
of  knowledge  these  men,  who  have  spent  all  their  lives  at  sea  and 
liave  been  brought  up  to  ship  business,  ])OSseessof  matters  of  law  and 
of  husbandmen's  disputes:  besides  which,  the  Director  keeps  them 
so  dependent  that  they  dare  not  speak,  as  will  appear  from  this  cir- 
cumstance at  Curacao,  before  the  Director  ever  saw  Xew  Xether- 
land.  As  they  were  discoursing  about  tlie  value  of  Caracks,  the 
Director  himself  said  to  the  minister  and  others  ;  "Domine  Johan- 
nes, I  thought  I  had  brought  honest  skippers  witli  me,  but  I  find 
that  I  have  brought  a  pack  of  thieves."  And  tliiswas  said  of  these 
gentlemen  Councillors,  but  principally  of  tiie  Xaval  officer, for  Cap- 
tain Jelmer  was  mostly  all  tlie  time  at  .sea.  But  they  let  it  pass 
unnoticed,  a  sign  that  they  were  dependent ;  they  did  not  fare  the 
worse  for  it,  however,  for  Paulas  Lenaertse  hath  but  trifling  wages 
and  yet  has  built  a  better  dwelling-house  here  than  any  other  per- 
son. How  this  is  done,  is  too  deep  for  us :  for  though  tlie  Director 
is  aware  of  these  things,  he  nevertheless  observes  silence  when 
Paulus  Lenaertse  begins  to  get  excited,  which  he  would  not  suffer 
from  any  other  person ;  and  this  gives  rise  to  divers  unfavorable 
surmises.  To  complete  the  bench  of  justice,  there  still  remain  the 
Secretary  and  the  Fiscal  Hendrick  van  Dyck.  who  lias  been  formerly 
here  as  Ensign.  Director  Stuyvesant  excluded  him  twenty-nine 
months  from  tlie  Council  board,  for  the  reason,  among  others,  as 
his  Honor  stated,  that  he  cannot  keep  a  secret,  but  divulges  what- 
ever is  done  there.  He  also  frequently  declared  that  he  was  a  villain, 
a  scoundrel,  a  thief,  &:c.  And  all  this  is  well  known  to  the  Fiscal, 
but  he  dare  not  adopt  the  right  course  in  the  matter:  and,  in  our 
opinion,  'tis  not  advisable  for  him  to  do  so  ;  for  he  is  a  man  wholly 
intolerable  alike  in  words  and  deeds.  Wliat  shall  we  say  of  one 
whose  head  is  a  trouble  to  him  and  whose  screw  is  loose,  especially 
when  it  is  surrounded  by  a  little  sap  in  the  M'ood,  which  is  no  rare 
occurrence,  as  he  is  master  at  home.  Cornells  van  Thienhoven,  the 
Secretary,  comes  next.  A  great  deal  might  be  said  of  this  man : 
more  even  than  we  are  able  to  set  forth.  For  brevity's  sake,  how- 
ever, we  shall  select  here  and  there  a  few  traits.  He  is  crafty,  subtle, 
intelligent,  sharji-witted — good  gifts  when  properly  applied.  He  is 
one  of  those  who  have  been  longest  in  this  country  :  is  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  every  circumstance  relating  both  to  the  Christians 
and  the  Indians.  With  the  Indians  even,  he  has  run  about  like  an 
Indian,  with  little  covering  and  a  patch  before  him  through  lust  for 
the  prostitutes  to  whom  he  has  ever  been  excessively  addicted,  and 
with  whom  he  has  had  so  much  intercourse,  that  no  punishment  nor 
menaces  of  the  Director  can  drive  him  from  them.  He  is  a  great 
adept  at  dissimulation,  and  even  when  laughing,  intends  to  bite, 
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and  professes  the  wannest  tiiendslii]»  where  he  hates  the  deepest. 
To  everyone  wlio  has  business  with  liini— and  tliere  is  scarcely  one 
but  has — he  gives  a  favorable  reply,  promises  assistance  and  assists 
scarcely  anybody,  or  leads  them  continually  off  on  some  course  or 
the  other  excej)!  the  Minister's  friends.  In  his  words  and  acts  he 
is  loose,  false,  deceitful  and  given  to  lying ;  i»rodigal  of  jn-omises, 
and  when  it  comes  to  performance,  nobody  is  home.  The  origin  of 
the  war  was  attributed,  princii)ally,  to  him  and  some  of  his  friends. 
The  Director  was  led  astray  by  his  false  rei)orts  and  lies,  and  tjjis  is 
the  opinion  and  declaration  of  both  reliable  Indians  and  Christians. 
Now  if  the  Voice  of  the  Peoi)le  be,  according  to  the  maxim,  the 
Voice  of  God.  of  this  man  hardly  any  good  can,  with  truth.  Ije  said, 
and  no  evil  concealed.  With  the  exception  of  the  Director  and  his 
party,  the  wliole  country  cries  out  against  him,  as  a  villain,  a  mur- 
derer and  a  traitor,  and  that  he  must  quit  tlie  country  or  there  will 
not  be  any  peace  with  the  Indians.  Director  Stuyvesant  was,  at 
first  and  also  afterwards,  well  informed  of  this ;  who,  nevertheless, 
retained  him  hi  office,  and  gave  liim  so  much  latitude  that  every- 
thing follows  his  behest  more  than  if  he  were  President ;  yea,  who 
even  says,  that  he  is  well  content  to  employ  him  ;  but  that  stone  is 
still  rolling.  AVe  are  convinced,  and  do  believe,  that  he  misleads 
the  General  in  many  respects,  and  causes  him  to  do  much  evil  that 
otherwise  would  not  be  committed.  In  a  word,  he  is  a  i)roximate 
cause  of  his  ruin  and  of  the  country's  difficulty  ;  but,  it  seems,  the 
Director  can  not,  or  will  not  see  it.  For,  when  some  persons  repre- 
sented the  matter  to  him,  'twas  of  no  avail :  but  an  effort  was  made 
to  palliate  it,  and  so  to  manage  that  no  one  in  Fatherland,  where 
the  truth  may  be  freely  spoken,  could  molest  him  for  the  purjtose  of 
getting  at  the  truth,  which  is  l)y  no  means  their  object.  The  at- 
tributes, then,  of  the  members  of  the  Council  having  been  fixed,  it 
is  easy  to  conjecture  that  tlie  Court  peoi)le  stood  by  each  other 
for  tlie  purpose  of  upholding  the  imaginary  Sovereignty.  And  in 
order  to  gloze  over  that  matter  altogethei-,  Nine  men  were  chosen 
as  representatives  of  the  entire  Commonalty,  and  it  was  in  the  com- 
missions and  instruction  declared,  that  what  these  men  did,  should 
be  the  act  of  the  whole  people  ;  as  it,  indeed,  was  when  it  accorded 
with  the  Directors  opinion  and  views,  for  they  represent  the  entire 
people.  But  when  it  hapi)ened  otherwise,  then  they  Avere  Boobies, 
usm-ers,  rebels,  and  such  like.  But,  to  understand  tliis  properly, 
'twill  be  best  to  briefly  state,  in  chronological  order,  every  occur- 
rence here  during  his  administration,  and  how  unjustly  those  have 
been  treated  who  have  sought  the  good  of  tlie  country. 

His  first  arrival— for  we  speak  not  here  of  wiiat  passed  on  the 
voyage— was  peacock  like,  with  great  state  and  pomposity:  the  re- 
]iort  that  his  Honor  wished  to  remain  here  only  three  years  and 
other  boasts  induced  some  to  think  that  he  would  not  act  the  father. 
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The  word  j\[yx  IIeeu  Gexerael  and  such  like  titles,  were  never 
known  liere  before.  He  Avas  busy  almost  every  day  issuing  procla- 
mations of  various  sorts,  most  of  which  were  never  observed  and 
have  long  since  died,  the  wine  excise  excepted,  for  that  was  a  source 
of  profit.  The  proceedings  against  the  Eight  men,  particularly 
against  Jochum  Pieters  Cuytter  and  Cornells  Molyn  occurred  also 
in  the  beginning,  and  the  Director  manifested  so  much  partiality 
tlierein,  that  lie  afforded  many  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  his 
character  and  its  nature,  but  little  to  his  advantage :  for  every  one 
clearly  saw  and  remarked  that  Director  Kieft  had  more  favor  and 
aid  and  counsel  in  his  suit  than  his  adversary,  and  tliat  one  Direc- 
tor was  the  advocate  of  the  otlier,  as  Director  Stuyvesanfs  own 
own  words  imported  and  signified  wlien  he  said;  "These  Boorish 
brutes  would  hereafter  endeavor  to  knock  me  over  also,  but  I  shall 
now  manage  it  so  that  tliey  will  have  their  bellies  full  in  all  time  to 
come."  And  how  it  was  managed  the  result  of  the  suit  can  testify, 
for  they  must  pay  fines  and  were  cruelly  banished,  and  in  order 
that  notlung  should  be  wanting,  wlien  Cornells  Molyn  pleaded  for 
grace  until  intelligence  of  the  result  of  his  appeal  in  Fatherland 
should  be  received,  he  Avas  threatened,  as  Molyn  who  is  a  living 
man  hath  himself  declared,  in  these  or  similar  words: — "Had  I 
known,  Molyn,  tliat  you  would  have  divulged  our  sentence,  or 
l.irought  it  before  tlieir  High  Mightinesses,  I  should  liave  had  you 
hanged  forthwitli  on  the  highest  tree  in  Xew  Xetherland."  Now 
as  this  occurred  before  two  pairs  of  eyes,  it  can  be  denied ;  it  may  not 
be  true,  but  what  is  remarkable,  it  is  so  continued  l)y  similar  cases 
as  not  to  admit  of  a  doul}t ;  for  it  once  came  to  pass  in  the  Minis- 
ter's house,  after  their  departure,  when  the  Consistory  had  met 
there  and  was  risen,  that  one  Arnoldus  van  Herdenberch  related 
the  proceedings  relative  to  Seger  Theunisse,  and  how  he  had  ap- 
l)ealed  as  curator,  from  the  judgment,  whereupon  the  Director,  who 
had  sat  there  as  an  Elder,  took  up  the  word  and  answered :  "  People 
may  think  of  appealing  during  my  time— should  any  one  do  so,  I 
would  have  him  made  a  foot  shorter,  pack  the  pieces  off  to  Holland 
and  let  him  appeal  in  that  way."  O  cruel  words!  what  more 
could  a  Sovereign  do?  And  all  this  is  still  furtlaer  confirmed,  for 
after  Jochem  Pietersse  Cuyter  and  Cornells  Molyn  went  to  Father- 
land to  prosecute  their  appeal,  and  letters  were  received  here  from 
them,  and  it  Avas  rumored  that  they  were  maintained  or  would  be 
successful,  the  Director,  speaking  of  Jochim  Pieterss  Cuyter  and 
Cornells  Molyn,  openly  declared  at  various  times  and  on  many  oc- 
casions, both  in  presence  of  inhabitants  and  stangers,  that  "Even 
tho'  they  return  and  bring  a  States'  order  they  would  be  no  better 
off  than  they  were;  I  should  immediately  send  them  back,  unless 
their  High  Mightinesses  summon  me."  His  Honor  has  alwavs 
maintained  that  no  appeal  lay,  or  could  lie  from  this  country  and 
11— YoL.  Y. 
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that  he  was  sufficiently  able  to  in-ove  it.  And  when  some  would 
not  believe  it,  efsi)ecially  in  cases  against  the  Company  or  its  chief 
officers,  a  great  many  extracts  from  divers  authorities  were  qouted, 
not  much  to  the  point  however.  In  the  beginning,  also,  when  Di- 
rector Kieft  was  still  here,  the  English  Clergyman  recjuested  ])er- 
mission  to  depart  to  the  Islands  or  to  Netherland,  as  he  had  lived 
and  labored  a  long  while  without  proper  maintenance,  and  as  his 
land  was  now  confiscated;  but  he  always  received  an  unfavorable 
answer  and  was  tlireatened  witli  this  and  that.  Finally,  it  came 
to  pass  that  he  may  depart  on  condition  of  promising  under  liis  hand 
that,  wherever  he  sliould  go,  he  would  not  mention,  nor  complain 
of  the  manner  he  was  treated  heie  in  New  Netherland  by  Director 
Kieth  or  Stuyvesant.  This  the  man  himself  declares.  Mr.  Dink- 
lagen  and  Commander  Looper,  who  were  then  members  of  the 
Council,  also  vouch  for  its  truth.  If  the  Directors  can  now  justify 
it  to  their  o\\ti  consciences,  'tis  a  wonder  what  they  will  then  do 
with  sucli  certificates;  and  many  other  things  of  a  similar  character 
have  occurred,  but  very  secretly. 

At  first,  the  Hon''"^^  Director  also  began  to  condemn  very  severely  the 
contraband  trade,  which  indeed  was  a  very  conmiendable  act,  were 
the  law  passed  and  enforced;  Imt  he  would  himself  do  what  he  for- 
bade to  others,  and  this  the  peple  will  not  understand.  Ilis  Hoiior 
said  and  openly  maintained,  that  it  was  lawful  for  him  on  the  Com- 
pany's account  to  sell  powder,  lead  and  guns  to  the  Indians,  but  for 
no  one  else ;  that  he  would  have  a  resolution  passed  to  that  effect 
and  even  commence  the  work.  What  the  purport  of  the  resolution 
is,  we  know  not :  but  the  character  of  the  action  is  notorious  to 
every  iidiabitant,  for  through  lis  employes  the  Director  hath  i)ub- 
licly  carried  on  trade  with  the  Indians;  and  he  hath  deprived  free- 
men of  one  or  two  guns  which  they  had  brought  with  tliem  for  their 
own  use  and  amusement ;  for  some  of  which  he  paid  what  he  thought 
proper,  for  others  nothing;  and  then  sold  them  to  the  Indians.  But 
this  could  amount  to  nothing,  and  had  little  effect;  some  other 
course  must  be  adopted.  And  with  this  view,  one  Gerrit  Yastrick, 
a  trader,  was  authorized  to  bring  with  him  a  case  of  guns,  as  is  as- 
certained, in  order,  as  it  was  reported,  to  supply  the  Indians  with 
a  sparing  hand.  The  transaction  with  this  case  was  so  public, 
that  not  a  man  at  the  Manhatans  but  knew  of  it,  and  people  had 
plenty  to  do,  to  quiet  the  jmblic ;  every  one  made  his  own  comment, 
for  it  was  remarked  that  the  vessel,  as  others  indeed  before  it,  had 
not  been  inspected,  and  it  was  pi-esumed  tliat  a  great  quantity  of 
guns,  powder  and  lead  were  on  board  the  ship  for  the  Governor,  but 
as  the  first  did  not  succeed  very  well,  nothing  was  said  respecting 
the  remainder.  But  tliis  might  have  i)assed  off  did  not  every  one 
remaik  what  an  excuse  and  justification  the  Director's  doing  so 
afforded  to  all  others,  both  the  skipper  and  trader,  who  had  early 
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infovmation  of  it  and  now  were  reported  to  have  brouglit  out  guns 
to  a  large  amount .  And  greater  credit  was  attached  to  this,  as  they 
proceeded  to  the  right  place  and  tlie  returns  they  realized,  though 
dumb,  speak.  This  created  inexpressible  dissatisfaction  among  the 
common  people,  and  even  among  the  other  officers,  and  had  not  the 
people  been  both  persuaded  and  restrained,  something  serious 
might  have  been  the  consequence.  It  is  also  added :— "  The  Direct- 
"  or  is  in,  and  carries  on,  all  sorts  of  business  all  over  the  country, 
"  for  he  hath  various  stores  of  his  own ;  he  is  a  brewer,  hath  bouw- 
"eries,  is  part  owner  of  ships,  a  merchciit  and  trader  both  in  law- 
"  f ul  and  contraband  articles. "  The  Director,  however,  disregards 
what  is  said,  and  exhibits  the  Company's  order  for  so  doing,  add- 
ing that  he  should  receive  by  the  Valrkeniera  supply  of  powder  and 
lead  for  this  purpose.  In  fine,  he  who  forbids  the  trade  to  others  on 
pain  of  death,  will  carry  it  on  himself,  both  covertly  and  publicly, 
and  desires,  contrary  to  all  sound  principles,  that  his  example  shall 
not  be  followed.  And  if  others  happen  to  follow  it,  which  indeed 
is  too  often  secretly  the  case,  then  away  with  such  people  to  the 
gallows.  This  have  we  witnessed  in  the  case  of  Jacob  Ryntgens 
and  Jacob  van  Schermerhoren,  who  were  capitally  prosecuted  for 
tills  offence,  and  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  was  experienced  before 
they  could  be  got  off,  and  even  then  they  were  banished  as  felons 
and  their  property  was  confiscated.  By  the  repeated  interposition 
of  several  worthy  citizens,  the  banishment  was  revoked,  but  the 
property  wliich  was  somewhat  considerable,  they  being  importers, 
remained  confiscated. 

We  cannot  refrain  from  relating  here  what  happened  to  one  Joost 
Theuniss:  Backer,  as  he  has  complained  to  us  that  his  case  was  one 
of  gross  injustice,  wliich  it  indeed  is.  For  the  man,  being  an  honest 
Burgher  here,  of  good  repute,  though  moderate  means,  was  thrust 
into  prison,  and  charges  raked  up  against  him  from  every  hole  and 
corner,  on  the  information  of  one  of  the  Company's  servants,  who, 
according  to  tiie  statement  of  the  General  and  Council,  had  richly 
merited  the  gallows  three  times,  and  for  whom  even  a  new  one  had 
been  erected ,Vliicli,  however,  he  had  out  of  mercy,  escaped ;  finally, 
not  a  shadow  of  a  charge  being  established,  the  accused  was  lib- 
erated, after  13  days  imprisonment,  on  giving  sufficient  bail.  If  the 
Fiscal  should  find  anything,  he  is  to  institute  his  action,  but  up  to 
this  time  nothing  has  been  done.  A  considerable  time  having 
elapsed,  we,  as  organ  of  the  Commonalty,  respectfully  demanded, 
at  his  request,  as  his  bail  was  importunate,  that  the  man  should 
have  his  trial  and  be  punished  according  to  his  deserts,  if  he 
were  guilty  ;  if  not,  that  he  be  discharged.  But  it  availed  nothing, 
for  we  received  injurious  language,  and  the  Fiscal  was  allowed  to 
vomit  forth  whatever  came  into  his  mouth,  and  the  man  became 
the  subject  every  where  of  dislike,  and  was  abused  as  a  hideous 
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monster.  Did  he  petition  for  anything,  even  if  it  were  jnst,  he  re- 
ceived coarse,  angry  abuse:  iiis  petition  was  not  received,  and  jus- 
tice was  denied  him.  Tliese  tilings  cause  great  dissatisfaction,  and 
excite  thoughts  of  abandoning  the  country.  Pieter  van  der  Linden 
fared  no  better,  but  he  was  not  imprisoned,  though  many  were,  the 
most  of  whom  are  frightened,  and  would  speak  if  they  dare.  Now 
as  the  Company  itself  carries  on  the  forbidden  trade,  the  people 
think  that  it  is  no  sin  for  them  too  to  prosecute  it,  if  they  can  do  so 
with  impunity.  And  this  gives  rise  to  an  incredible  amount  of 
smuggling  and  fraud.  It  does  not  appear  to  prevail  this  year  as 
much  as  usual.  The  publication  of  a  placard  offering  freedom  and 
protection  here  to  those  liable  to  civil  or  criminal  prosecution  in 
New  England,  hath  also  greatly  embittered  the  minds  of  the  Eng- 
lish, and  it  was  considered  to  be  by  every  one  of  evil  cojisequence. 
Mr.  Stuyvesanfs  ])romptness  at  confiscating,  causes  also  great  dis- 
content among  the  inhabitants.  Scarce  a  ship  comes  in,  or  near 
this  i)lace,  that  he  does  not  look  on  as  a  prize,  unless  it  be  the  prop- 
erty of  friends.  Great  pretensions  will  be  set  up  on  this  subject, 
though  with  slender  profit.  Their  merits  we  shall  not  question; 
but  confiscation  hath  made  so  much  noise  in  New  Netherland,  that 
none  of  those  in  any  way  in  bad  odor,  considers  his  property  secure. 
Were  the  noise  thereof  confined  exclusively  to  the  country,  it  were 
well:  but  he  has  spread  it  himself,  througliout  the  neighboring 
English,  both  north  and  south,  even  to  the  AVest  Indies  and  Carib- 
bee  Islands;  everywhere  there  is  such  evil  re])ort,  that  not  a  ship 
dare  venture  here  from  those  parts.  Worthy  and  reliable  people 
who  come  thence  here  by  way  of  Boston,  and  others  trading  hence 
to  Boston,  assure  us  that  more  than  25  ships  would  come  annually 
here  from  the  Islands,  were  they  not  afraid  of  confiscation.  This 
refers  only  to  these  places ;  the  same  report  flies  all  over,  and  car- 
ries similar  terror,  so  that  this  Vulture  is  sorely  destructive  of  the 
prosperity  of  New  Netherland;  it  diverts  trade  and  renders  the 
people  discontented;  for  otlier  places,  not  so  convenient  as  this, 
have  more  shipping.  All  permanent  inlrabitants,  whether  mer- 
chant, burgher,  farmer,  planter,  working  man  or  servant,  suffer 
great  damage  in  consequence;  for  were  there  plenty  of  shipping 
here,  everything  would  be  cheaper,  and  necessaries  more  easily  ob- 
tained than  now ;  whether  goods  or  articles  which  the  people  them- 
selves get  through  God's  blessing,  out  of  the  earth,  or  otherwise 
raise,  they  would  meet  a  more  ready  and  a  more  profitable  demand. 
People  and  privileges  create  trade.  New  England  and  Virginia 
especially,  afford  a  clear  example  that  this  policy  causes  ])rosperity. 
Now  all  the  debts  and  claims  are  called  in  which  Director  Keith 
left  uncollected,  and  which  were  due  for  the  most  part  by  poor  and 
impoverished  people,  who  commenced  with  nothing  and  who  lost 
their  savings  in  the  war,  by  which  they  were  compelled  to  aban- 
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don  their  houses,  lands,  cattle,  and  other  means;  and  when  they 
pleaded,  that  they  were  unable  to  pay— that  they  had  lost  their  all 
by  tlie  war ;  that  Master  would  ])lease  only  to  have  patience — they 
were  repulsed,  and  the  resolution  thereupon  adopted  and  indeed  put 
into  execution,  to  the  effect  that  those  who  do  not  discharge  the 
claims  of  tlie  Company,  must  pay  the  interest,  notwithstanding  the 
debts  were  incurred  in  and  by  the  war,  and  the  people  are  unable 
to  pay  either  principal  or  interest.  Again,  he  will  not  pay  the  just 
debts  wliich  Director  Kief t  hath  left  behind  on  Company's  account, 
whether  consisting  of  earned  monthly  wages,  delivered  grain,  or 
any  other  lawfully  proved  liabilities ;  and  when  we  object  to  this, 
that  it  is  identically  the  same,  people  growl  and  will  have  it  so. 
We  have  by  petition  and  remonstrance  so  far  succeeded,  that  the 
collection  of  the  debts  is  postponed  for  a  time. 

In  addition,  the  Company's  land  is  so  burdened,  taxed  and  kept 
down  that  the  inhabitants  are  unable  to  compete  with  their  neigh- 
bors of  Virginia  or  New  England,  or  to  undertake  anything.  It 
appears,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  New  Netherland,  as  far  as  our 
knowledge  extends,  believe,  that  the  Directors  in  Holland  pay  no 
heed  or  attention  to  New  Netherland,  except  when  something  is 
to  be  received  from  it,  which  is  a  reason  that  less  is  received  by 
them.  The  extreme  distress  of  war  which  has  prevailed  here, 
clearly  demonstrates  that  they  never  inquired  whether  New  Nether- 
land sank  or  swam  ;  for  when  application  was  made  to  them  in  such 
emergency  for  aid  and  assistance,  which  they  were  bound  by  honor 
and  by  promise  according  to  the  Exemptions  to  furnish,  unasked, 
they  never  attempted  to  do  anything  in  the  case  at  their  own  ex- 
pense. We  let  the  expense  go.  They  never  caused  any  good  order 
or  regulation  to  be  adopted  in  the  matter,  although  such  had  been 
beneficently  ordered  and  recommended  by  your  High  Mightinesses. 
They  never  even  authorized  an  investigation  to  be  made  into  the 
causes  and  true  origin  of  the  war,  or  attempted  to  punish  those  who 
had  rashly  commenced  it.  Hence  no  little  suspicion  attaches  to 
their  order  concerning  it ;  'tis  certain,  at  least,  that  tlieir  officers 
were  chosen  more  from  favor  and  friendship,  than  from  merit ;  this 
does  not  improve  tlieir  affairs,  but  it  is  for  the  most  part  the  stock- 
holders' damage  and  loss.  Many  of  the  others  doubtless  under- 
stood their  designs.  In  fine,  they  fall  far  too  short  in  the  protection 
they  owe  the  country,  for  it  bears  no  resemblance  to  it.  Yet  they 
know  well  how  to  increase  the  public  burdens,  for  in  the  instances 
in  the  Exemptions,  in  which  tliey  promise  not  to  exceed  5  per  cent, 
they  now  exact  16.  'Tis  an  old  saying,  he  scrapes  a  good  deal  who 
scrapes  half,  but  it  does  not  reach  that  far.  The  excuses  and  eva- 
sions they  have  recourse  to,  as  regards  merchandise,  smuggling,  «&c., 
which  time  has  taught  them  in  order  to  give  a  coloring  to  their 
acts,  are  of  no  value  nor  consideration,  for  there  is  nothing  in  them 
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to  be  refuted :  but  too  mucli  of  this.  Meun while,  we  shall  be  ready 
to  do  so,  if  necessity  require.  There  are  more  of  these  and  innum- 
erable other  impositions,  which  we  cannot  detail,  though  tend- 
ing to  the  damage,  injury  and  ruin  of  the  country.  When  the 
inhabitants  or  we  go  to  the  Director  or  other  of  the  Company's 
oflicers,  and  represent  the  i)rosperity  of  our  neighbors,  and  complain 
ol  our  own  desolate  and  ruinous  condition,  we  get  no  other  answer 
from  them  that  they  effectually  see  and  observe  it,  but  cannot, 
nevertheless,  redress  it ;  for  they  obey  and  must  adhere  to  the  Com- 
pany's orders,  and  if  we  have  anything  to  say,  we  must  petition 
their  masters,  the  Company,  or  your  High  Mightinesses,  which  we 
also  have  considered,  in  trutli  and  in  deed  to  be  necessary.  It  is 
now  more  tlian  a  year  since  the  select  men  concluded  and  consid- 
ered it  proper  to  send  a  dei)utation  to  your  High  Mightinesses. 
Tlie  Director  approved  it,  and  not  oidy  assented  to  it,  but  strongly 
urged  it  also.  It  was  well  advanced  in  the  mill,  so  that  already 
mention  began  to  be  made  of  a  delegate,  but,  however,  nothing 
came  of  it.  For  this  reason :  When  a  commencement  was  about 
to  be  made,  the  Director  required  that  the  proceedings  should  be 
according  to  his  pleasure,  and  to  this  some,  who  perceived  the  ob- 
ject, would  not  consent:  the  affair  we;.t  to  sleep  in  consequence. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  English,  on  whom  reliance  had  been  placed, 
and  who  Vvcre  associated  in  this  business,  withdrew  from  it  at  the 
time  when  the  affair  began  to  be  more  urgent,  and  tlie  Nine  men 
Avere  changed  the  following  year,  when  Mr.  Stuyvesant  again  urged 
the  matter  strongly,  and  declared  that  he  had  already  written  to  in- 
form the  Company  that  some  persons  were  about  to  come  over. 
After  the  election,  then,  and  before  the  new  incumbents  were  sworn, 
it  was  verbally,  or  orally  resolved  and  concluded,  that  the  deputa- 
tion should  be  proceeded  with,  whatever  the  consequences.  Some 
time  ehqised  before  the  Nine  men  Avere  sworn  in  anew,  on  account 
of  some  enlargement  of  the  commission,  which  was  at  last  issued, 
recorded  and  signed :  but  we  have  never  been  able  to  obtain  an  au- 
thentic transcript  of  it,  thougli  the  Director  frequently  promised  it 
to  us,  and  we  have  frequently  applied  for  it. 

As  i)eople  had  long  w\aited  in  vain  for  the  action  of  the  Comjiany 
whic'.i.  from  time  to  time,  promised  improvement  but  made  things 
worse,  the  Select  men  adopted  a  resolution  to  delegate  some  peisons; 
this  tiiey  sent  to  the  Director  and  requested  permission  to  speak  to 
the  Connnonalty  on  the  subject ;  but  their  proposition  was  not  well 
received  and  a  very  long  jiostil  was  annexed  to  their  written  peti- 
tion to  the  effect  that  they  nuist  act  conjointly  with,  and  follow  the 
order  of,  the  Director  with  many  otlier  things  which  scarcely  ac- 
corded Avith  our  design,  and  Avere,  in  our  opinion,  imjn'acticable. 
For  various  reasons,  which  Ave  l.ave  set  forth  in  Avriting,  Ave  con- 
sidered it  inexpedient  to  act  conjointly,  but  we  offered  his  Honor, 
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if  he  would  permit  us  to  proceed,  we  should  not  send  anything  to 
Fatlierland  without  furnishing  him  a  copy  of  it ;  we  should  be  very 
glad  if  lie  could,  then,  vindicate  himself,  but  to  follow  his  directions 
in  this  matter  seemed  to  us  not  to  be  founded  in  reason,  but  was  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  welfare  of  the  country.  Besides,  we  had 
never  promised  nor  agreed  to  do  so,  and  were  bound  by  oath  to  seek 
the  prosi)erity  of  the  country,  as  we  have  always  been  disposed  to  do, 
according  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge. 

It  is  stated  in  the  postil  above  mentioned,  if  we  read  it  ariglit, 
that  we  sliall  inquire  how  far  the  people  would  cooperate  witli  us  in 
this  business,  and  how  the  expense  sliould  be  defrayed,  but  the 
Director  explained  it  differently  from  what  we  understood  it.  Now, 
as  the  Director  would  not  convene  the  Commonalty,  as  we  proposed, 
nor  allow  us  to  do  so,  we  went  around  from  house  to  house,  and 
spoke  to  tlie  people.  From  this  time  forward  the  General  burned 
with  rage,  and  in  our  opinion  has  never  been  effectually  appeased 
since,  although  we  were  not  aware  but  that  we  had  obeyed  his  oi'der 
in  the  premises.  However,  it  was  concluded  that  the  Nine  Men 
sliould  not  act  in  conjunction  with  liim,  nor  follow  his  directions  in 
what  appertained  to  the  matter,  and  that  excited  in  his  breast  a 
bitter  and  irreconcilable  hatred  against  them  all,  but  principally 
against  those  whom  he  presumed  were  the  chief  originators  of  it. 
And  altliough  these  persons  had  always  been  his  good  and  cherished 
friends,  and  he  had  even  a  short  time  before,  esteemed  them  the 
honeste-st,  most  capable,  most  intelligent  and  most  virtuous  of  the 
country,  yet  as  soon  as  they  did  not  follow  his  wislies,  they  were 
this  and  that,  some  of  them  rascals,  liars,  rebels,  usurers :  in  a  word, 
hanging  was  almost  too  good  for  them.  Heretofore,  the  expediting 
the  deputation  had  been  earnestly  pressed  :  now,  it  was  time  enough 
six  months  hence,  and  a  sheet  of  paper  could  contain  all  that  was 
proper  or  necessary  to  be  stated.  Various  reports  were  also  set 
afloat  among  the  people, and  an  effort  Avas  made,  principally  through 
tJie  English,  to  nullify  the  Board  of  Nine  Men:  but  all  of  these 
underhand  intrigues  were  discovered,  and  when  it  was  perceived 
that  this  labor  would  be  vain,  an  attempt  was  made  to  create  a 
diversion  by  instituting  personal  actions  against  some  who  were 
considered  the  bell-wethers.  Accusations  were  made  against  them 
and  they  were  prosecuted  by  the  Fiscal  and  the  other  subordinate 
officers,  who  made  them  out  to  be  about  the  biggest  villains  in  the 
country,  wliere  they  had  shortly  before  been  recognized  as  the  best 
of  persons  and  most  deserving  children.  To  accomplish  that,  an 
opportunity  now  offered  which  (to  use  the  Director's  own  words) 
was  as  precious  to  him  as  his  own  life.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1649,  we  clearly  saw  and  perceived  that  not  only  should  we 
have  considerable  to  do  as  regarded  the  delegation,  but  that  we 
should  with  difficvilty  accomplish  it ;   we  therefore  considered  it 
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necessary  to  make  out  a  series  of  memoranda  in  order  to  draw  up  a 
proper  Jom-nal  from  tiiem,  when  occasion  allowed.  This  task  de- 
volved on  one  Adiuaen  Van  deu  Donck  who,  according  to  a 
resolution  wliicli  was  adopted  at  the  same  time,  was  lodged  in  a 
room  in  one  Michiel  Janss'  house.  One  daj'  when  Van  der  Donck 
was  abroad,  the  General  seized  this  rougli  draft  witli  his  own  hand, 
placed  Van  der  Donck  the  day  following  under  arrest,  convened  the 
Supreme  Council,  accused  him  of  having  committed  Crimen  leste 
Majestatis,  and  took  the  matter  so  seriously  that  scarcely  anything 
was  to  be  done — either  the  delegation  must  be  a  joint  one,  and 
then  it  remained  still  to  be  arranged — or  sufficient  cause  of  action 
was  furnished  by  the  Journal,  as  the  gentleman  designated  the  rough 
notes  from  wliich  the  Journal  was  to  l)e  prepared  :  "for,"  said  he, 
"it  containsgross  slanders  against  their  High  Miglitinesses."  And 
when  we  would  exi)]ain  it,  and  requested  the  draft  in  order  to  cor- 
rect it,  as  the  writer  would  not  insist  upon  it,  but  admitted  he  was 
fully  aware  that  there  were  mistakes  in  it,  in  consequence  of  hurry 
and  similar  causes,  as  he  had  a  great  deal  to  do  and  the  most  part  of  it 
was  not  revised  ;  our  petition  was  designated  a  libel,  unworthy  of 
any  answer,  the  writer  of  which  would  be  punished  as  an  example 
to  others.  In  fine,  we  could  not,  in  any  way,  manage  to  make  it 
right.  Vander  Donck  was  forbad  the  Council  and  our  Sessions  also. 
and  we  were  notified  officially  of  the  circumstance ;  yet,  he  could 
not  get  a  release  from  his  oath,  and  in  order  to  cut  off  the  proper 
means  of  proof,  a  i^oliibitory  notice  was  issued  to  the  effect  that  no 
testimony  nor  other  document  should  be  valid,  except  those  written 
by  the  Secretary.  This  was  of  no  service  to  any  person,  and  it  was 
a  general  complaint  that  no  business  could  be  got  forward.  Director 
Kieft  did  the  self-same  thing  when  he  was  apprehensive  that  com- 
plaints would  be  got  up  agahist  him.  And  this  is  tlieir  usual  course, 
to  do  everything  they  can  think  of  to  uphold  their  acts.  Those  who 
were  officially  obliged  to  take  a  part  in  public  affairs  and  did  so, 
were  fortunate  if  they  acted  in  accordance  with  the  General's  will 
and  pleasure ;  if  they  did  not,  they  were  prosecuted  and  sued,  incar- 
cerated, guarded  by  soldiers,  so  that  no  person  might  si)eak  to  them, 
angrily  abused  as  all  sorts  of  dangerous  monsters,  threatened  to  be 
taught  this  and  that  and  everything  was  done,  and  recourse  had  to 
every  expedient  that  could  be  invented  or  ripped  up  against  them. 
We  cannot  dwell  long  on  this,  but  refer  to  the  Journal  kept  of  it, 
and  to  the  writing  which  the  Director  himself  will  furnish.  Your 
High  Mightinesses,  and  such  other  friends  as  happen  to  see  it,  can 
easily  infer,  from  the  preceding  Relation,  what  trouble  and  labor 
we  have  had  on  our  shoulders,  with  which  we  would  have  most 
willingly  dispensed,  had  it  not  been  for  the  love  of  tlie  coimtry  and 
of  the  truth,  which,  as  far  as  we  know,  hath  long  lain  in  the  grave. 
The  trouble  and  difficulty,  though  wanting  no  addition,  have  not 
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wearied  us,  or  ratlier,  will  not  be  to  us  so  great  a  source  of  grief  as 
is  the  sorrowful  condition  of  New  Netherland,  now  lying  at  its  last 
gasp.  But  we  hope  and  trust  tliat  our  affliction  and  the  suiferings 
of  the  inhabitants  and  people  of  the  country,  will  excite  commisera- 
tion in  your  High  Mightinesses,  in  order  that  New  Netherland  may 
rejoice. 


In  What  Manner  New  Netherland  should  he  Relieved  . 

Although  we  are  satisfied  and  fully  aware,  that,  as  respects  pub- 
lic reforms,  we  are  but  as  children,  and  that  your  Higli  Mighti- 
nesses are  fully  competent  in  the  case,  yet  we  beseech  you  to  pardon 
and  excuse  us,  if  we,  according  to  our  humble  conception  thereof, 
make  a  few  suggestions  in  addition  to  what  we  have  already  con- 
sidered, in  our  petition  to  your  High  Mightinesses,  to  be  necessary. ' 

In  our  opinion  this  country  will  never  flourish  under  the  Hon'''* 
Company's  government;  on  the  coutraiy  'twill  waste  and  decay  in 
itself,  unless  the  Company  be,  in  consequence,  reformed.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  better  and  more  advantageous  for  the  country  and 
tliemselves  were  they  rid  of  it  and  the  remnant  of  their  property 
transported  hence. 

To  si)eak  specifically:  care  ought  to  be  taken  of  the  public  prop- 
erty, both  ecclesiastical  and  civil,  which  in  the  beginning  can  illy 
be  spared  or  dispensed  with.  It  is  doubtful  but  Divine  Worship 
must  be  entirely  intemiitted  in  consequence  of  the  Clergyman's 
departure,  and  the  Company's  inability.  There  ought  to  be  also  a 
Public  school  provided  with  at  least  two  good  teachers,  so  that  the 
youth,  in  so  wild  a  country,  where  there  ard  so  many  dissolute 
people,  may,  first  of  all,  be  well  instructed  and  indoctrinated  not 
only  in  reading  and  writing,  but  also  in  the  kiiowiedge  and  fear  of  the 
Lord.  Now,  the  school  is  kept  very  irregularly,  by  this  one  or  that, 
according  to  his  fancy,  as  long  as  he  thinks  proper.  There  ought 
to  be,  likewise.  Asylums  for  aged  men,  for  orphans,  and  similiar  in- 
stitutions. The  clergyman  who  now  returns  home,  could  give 
fuller  information  on  the  subjVct.  The  country  must  also  be  pro- 
vided with  moral,  honorable  and  intelligent  rules  who  are  not  very 
indigent  nor  yet  very  covetous.  A  covetous  ruler  makes  poor  sub- 
jects, and  the  mode  in  which  the  country  is  now  governed,  is  a 
great  aftliction  and  not  to  be  tolerated ;  for  no  one  is  unmolested 
nor  secure  in  his  property  any  longer  than  the  Director  pleases, 
who  is  generally  very  prone  to  confiscation.  And  though  men  act 
fairly  and  give  him  his  due,  yet  it  is  necessary  still  to  continue  to 
please  him  if  one  would  have  quietness.  Good  poi)ulation  should 
follow  good  government,  as  we  have  demonstrated,  according  to  our 
ability  hi  our  petition.  And  although  free  passages  and  the  fitting 
out  of  ships,  were  such  requisite,  would,  at  first,  cause  expense,  yet 
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wlien  the  result  is  considered,  such  an  outhiy  woukl  be  immeas- 
urably -well  employed,  if  farmers  and  laborers  with  other  people  in 
straightened  circumstances,  of  whom  Fatherland  lias  plenty  to 
spare,  were  by  that  means  introduced  with  what  little  they  may  have, 
into  the  country.  We  hope  it  would  then  prosper,  es]>ecially  had 
it  what  we  consider  to  be  tlie  mother  of  population,  good  Priv- 
ileges and  Exemptions,  which  could  encourage  the  inhabitant; 
attract  navigation  and  profitable  trade,  and  with  the  pleasantness, 
convenience,  salubrity  and  jn-oductiveness  of  the  countiy,  allure 
every  one  hither.  If  a  Boundary  were  added  in  the  protection,  to 
what  has  been  already  done,  tlien  witli  God's  help  everything 
would,  in  human  ])robability,  go  well,  and  New  Netherland  could 
be.  hi  a  sliort  time,  a  brave  place,  able,  also,  to  be  of  senice  to  the 
Netlierland  State,  to  richly  repay  expended  outlays  and  to  thank 
her  benefactors. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords!  We  have  taken  the  liberty  to  write  this 
Remonstrance,  and  to  submit  the  case  as  we  have  done,  tlirough 
love  of  the  truth,  and  because  we  have  felt  bound  to  do  so  by  our 
oath  and  conscience.  It  is  true  that  all  of  us,  eitlier  together  or 
individually,  have  not  seen,  heard  or  had  a  knowledge  of  the  entire 
contents  in  every  particular:  nevertheless  it  contains  nothing  but 
what  some  among  us  well  know  to  be  true  and  credible.  We  all 
know  tlie  greatest  part  of  it  to  be  truth ;  some  are  acquainted  with 
the  remainder  of  it.  and  have  also  heard  it  from  trustworthy  i)er- 
sons,  and  sincerely  believe  it  to  be  wholly  true.  We  hope  your 
High  Mightinesses  will  pardon  our  presumption,  and  be  indulgent 
to  our  plainess  of  style,  composition  and  method.  In  conclusion, 
we  commit  your  High  Miglitinesses'  persons,  deliberations  and 
measures  witli  your  people  both  at  home  and  abroad,  togetlier  witli 
all  friends  of  New  Netherland.  to  the  merciful  guidance  and  pro- 
tection of  the  Most  Higli,  Avhom  we  supplicate  to  grant  prosperity  to 
your  High  Mightinesses  in  time  and  eternity.    Amen. 

Done  this  XXVIII  July,  in  iNew  Netherland,  1649. 

(Signed)  Adriaen  van  der  Donck,  Augustyn  Ilarman,  Arnoldus 
van  Hardenbergh,  Jacob  van  Couwenhoven,  Oloff  Stevens,  (beside 
xohose  name  is  tvritten)  ''under  protest.  Oblidged  to  sign  as  to  the 
Heer  Kieft's  administration."  Michiel  Janss,  Thomas  Hall,  El- 
bert Elberts,  Govert  Lokermans,  Hendrick  Hendrixs  Kip  and  Jan 
Everts  Bout. 

(Underneath  stood) 

After  collating  with  the  Original  Remonstrance  dated  and  sub- 
scribed as  above,  this  is  found  to  agree  with  it,  at  the  Hague  the 
13th  October  1649  bv  me. 

(Signed)  D.  Y.  SCHELLUTNE,  Not.  Pub. 


COLONIES  ON  THE  DELAWARE.  171 


PETITION    OF    THE    DELEGATES    FROM    NEW 
NETHERLAND. 


[L.    S.] 

To  the  Hiyh  and  Mighty   Lords,  the  Lords  States  General  of  the 
United  JS'ttherJands. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords!  The  Delegates  from  New  Nether- 
land  represent  with  due  respect,  tliat  they  delivered  into  the  Assem- 
bly here,  on  the  13'^  October,  1649,  a  certain  petition  and  commis- 
sion, setting  forth  tlie  sober,  and  utterly  ruiuous  condition  of  New 
Netherland  ;  and,  moreover,  liave  communicated  to  tlie  committee 
divers  other  papers,  together  with  a  perfect  map  of  the  country,  and 
its  situation,  as  well  as  some  samples  of  the  fruits  and  peltries  pro- 
duced there  ;  also,  furnished  full  verbal  information  on  every  subject 
in  particular;  performed, likewise,  all  thedutiesthey  could  remember, 
according  to  the  directions  and  instructions  of  their  principals  in 
New  Netherland,  in  order  to  obtain  thorough  redress.  Wliereupon 
some  of  the  Board  of  Directors  were  inclined  to  act  inconsiderately, 
as  is  their  usual  custom, and  to  criminateaiid  countermine  what  the 
petitioners  have  done,  accusing  them  of  being  unwortliy  of  all  credit, 
demanding  unseasonably  further  proof  of  matters,  in  order,  as  the 
petitioners  cannot  but  api)rehend,  thus,  by  controversy,  to  delay 
and  protract  the  good  work. 

Independent  of  the  petitioners  and  their  constituents  being  i)ublic, 
and  for  the  country's  interests,  sworn  individuals,  wlio  therefore  in 
such  case  deserve  full  credit,  tlieir  proofs  are  as  palpable  as  the  sun 
at  clear  noon,  inasmuch  as  they  have  asserted,  that  disorder  and  an 
insufferable  government,  with  their  consequences,  in  conjunction 
with  the  covetousness  of  some  individuals,  are  the  sole  cause  and 
parent  of  all  that  ruin  and  mischief,  as  the  injurious  fruits  thereof 
amply  testify,  because  Heaven  has  not  visited  New  Netherland  with 
any  extraordinary,  unavoidable  calamities,  except  such  as  have 
originate'd  with  the  Company  and  its  agents.  Again,  that  country 
is  more  favored  and  better  situated  than  New  England ;  the  Dutch 
also  commenced  planting  their  respective  lands  many  years  before 
the  English,  yet,  notwithstanding.  New  England  is  populous,  rich, 
prosperous,  driving  an  immense  trade  and  commerce  almost  with 
the  entire  universe;  yea,  is  tlourishing,  whilst  New  Netherland, on 
the  contrary,  is  a  desert,  usurped  on  the  east  side  by  the  English, 
and  on  the  southwest  side  by  the  Swedes,  despite  of  first  possession 
taken  by  this  State  ;  and  is,  moreover,  impoverished,  harrassed  and 
afflicted ;  yea,  reduced  to  utter  ruin  by  the  aforesaid  bad  govern- 
ment. Pending  the  war,  remonstrances  and  complaints  against  it 
were  addressed,  in  abundance,  both  verbally  and  in  writing  to  the 
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Amsterdam  Chamber  of  the  XIX.  Finally,  when  hope  and  help 
tliere  was  none,  the  matter -was  communicated  to  your  High  Mijjht- 
iuesses.  The  entire  country  liaLli  long  felt  the  evil  effects  of  the 
war ;  and  felt  it  the  more  through  the  danger  of  Indian  revenge ;  and 
it  will  continue  to  experience  it,  until  those  in  that  country  who 
are  responsible  for  the  mischiefs,  and  were  instructed  and  sworn  by 
your  lligli  ]\Iightinesses  to  correct  the  evil  by  strict  justice,  are  re- 
called home:  uutiK'ornelis  van  Tieuhoven,Secretary  of  New  Xeth- 
erland.  now  iiere  at  Hague,  also  a  chief  cause  of  the  ruin  (as  is  to  be 
seen  by  the  copy  of  a  petition  hereunto  aimexed),  be  removed  out  of 
the  country,  and  until  population  be  encouraged,  of  which  tliere 
is  little  appearance,  unle 'S  your  Jligh  Mightinesses  will  please  to 
assume  the  supervision  and  ])rotection  of  the  country  absolutely  to 
yourselves,  ami  to  favor  it  with  a  good  civil  govern 'uent,  composed 
of  those  interested  in  the  country  ;  unalterable  Privileges  and  Ex- 
emptions together  with  a  settlement  of  the  boundaries,  which  is 
very  necessary  for  the  country  and  its  peace.  Such  is,  also,  very 
just :  for  it  was  taken  possession  of  from  Cape  Ilinlopen  to  Staten 
Hook  or  Cape  Cod,  Iw  your  Higli  Mightinesses-  subjects  and  this 
State,  in  the  year  1G09,  before  any  English  or  Swedes  had  thought 
of  coming  thither. 

Wherefore  we,  the  petitioners,  in  our  (piality  aforesaid,  have  re- 
course to  your  High  Mightinesses,  humbly  praying  and  urgently 
l)eseeching,  as  the  Spring  is  at  hand,  and  the  season  for  preparation 
daily  approaches,  and  the  Delegates  are  here  at  heavy  expense  that 
the  aflairs  of  New  Netherland  and  its  Redress  be  favorably  consid- 
ered, and  that  it  be  provisionally  encouraged  by  the  enactment,  at 
an  early  day,  of  a  good  ordinance. 

To  the  end  tliat  the  worthy  patriots  and  the  well  meaning  peoi)le 
in  that  country  may  no  longer  be  frustrated  in  their  hope,  but  en- 
tirely relieved  and  released  from  oppression  and  slavery;  and  that 
this  State  may  not  be  wholly  dispossessed  of  that  line  country,  which 
alone  is  of  greater  extent  than  the  Seventeen  Dutch  Province-,  and 
which,  in  the  hour  of  need,  will  be  found  a  strong  arm,  by  the  as- 
sistance it  will  render  in  people  and  provisions  ;  for  after  population 
shall  have  increased,  your  High  Mightinesses  will  carry  on  a  very 
large  trade  from  the  one  to  the  other  of  your  own  countries— hiuc 
inde  et  inde  hinc— without  any  save  your  High  Mightinesses'  hav- 
ing control  or  authority  overy  it.  Which  doing,  etc. 
( In  the  margin.) 

The  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands  have,  after  pre- 
vious deliberation,  placed  this  Remonstrance  in  the  hands  of  the 
Lords  Aertsbergen  and  tiie  others  their  High  Mightinesses*  Depu- 
ties for  the  West  India  Company's  affairs,  to  investigate  and  exam- 
ine it ;  to  extract  the  important  points  therefrom,  and  report  on  the 
whole. 
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Done  in  the  Assembly  of  the  most  noble  the  States  General,  the 
7'"  February,  1650. 

(Signed)  JOHAN  VAN  REEDE,  V. 

By  order  of  the  same,  in  the  absence  of  the  Secretary, 

(Signed)  J.  SPRONSSEN. 

Endorsed : 
Petition  of  the  Committee  from  New  Netherland  to  their  High 
Mightinesses  the  Lords  States  General  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands.    1650,  2. 


SECRETARY  YAN  TIENHO YEN'S  OBSERVATIONS  ON 

THE  BOUNDARY  AND  COLONIZATION 

OF  NEW  NETHERLAND. 


Observations  on  the  Settlement  of  the  Boundary,  and  on  the  Coloniza- 
tion of  New  Netherland.    Furnished  22^  Fehrunry,  1650. 

The  settlement  of  the  boundary  is  highly  necessary,  in  order  to 
avoid,  in  future,  all  difficulties  with  those  of  New  England  and 
Virginia;  it  will  also  promote  the  quiet  of  the  Dutcli  Nation  in 
New  Netherland,  as  many  would  be  thereby  encouraged  to  under- 
take Colonies,  Bouweries  and  Plantations,  in  that  country. 

This  settlement  of  the  boundary  was,  in  my  opinion,  not  easy  to 
be  obtained  before  the  present  time,  in  consequence  of  the  troubles 
in  England ;  the  rather,  as  those  of  Virginia  declare  for  Charles 
the  Second,  and  those  of  New  England  for  the  Parliament. 

In  order  then  to  block  the  further  progress  of  the  English,  I  would 
suggest  (under  correction),  that  we  should  provisionally  set  about 
hitching  on  to  New  Netherland  the  most  distant  lands  lying  be- 
tween the  Dutch  Nation  and  the  English,  which  are  yet  vacant 
and  in  no  one's  possession^by  the  occupation  thereof  in  manner 
hereinafter  described. 

1st.  Having  been  plainly  tricked  by  the  English  out  of  the  Fresh 
River,  notwithstanding  a  block  house,  called  the  Hope,  had  been 
erected  21  leagues  up  the  river,  in  the  year  1633,  long  before  the 
English  had  been  there, — a  sign  of  first  and  earliest  possession — 
nothing  could,  at 'first,  be  done  in  that  quarter,  except  to  repair  said 
house,  the  Hope,  and  keep  it  as  heretofore  occupied  by  a  suitable 
garrison,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  prior  possession  of  the  most 
remote  boundary. 

2nd.  The  village  of  Greenwich  belonging  to  their  Higli  Mighti- 
nesses', being  the  furthest  place  where  the  Director  and  Council  ex- 
ercise authority,  in  the  name  of  their  High  Mightinesses  the  States 
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General  and  of  the  West  India  Company,  is  separated  from  the  Eng- 
lisli  villase  Stamford,  by  a  small  stream ;  so  that  the  English  along  the 
main  north  coast  cannot  approach  nearer  New  Netherland,  without 
being  obliged  to  settle  between  Greenwich  and  New  Amsterdam, 
where  there  is  an  interval  of  about  seven  leagues  of  country :  And 
to  ])revent  tliat.  Director  Stuyvesant  purcliased  tliese  lands  last  sum- 
mer from  the  native  and  riglit  owners  tliereof ,  and  paid  for  them,  on 
account  of  the  West  India  Company. 

3d.  For  the  security  of  tlie  beautiful  North  river,  on  which  New 
Amsterdam  stands,  it  would  not  be  unwise  to  take  possession  first 
of  the  land  situate  on  the  west  bank  of  the  East  river,  between 
Greenwich  and  New  Amsterdam,  establishing  villages,  bouweries 
and  plantations  there:  this  done,  there  need  be  no  dread  of  the 
further  progress  of  the  English  on  that  side,  and  the  Nortli  river, 
wiience  most  of  tlie  peltries  are  brought  down,  would  also  l)e  pro- 
tected. The  North  river  is  about  eight  leagues  west  of  the  East 
river  at  Greenwich. 

4t]i.  Long  Island  whicli  extends  in  length  from  the  heiglits  oppo- 
site Staten  Island,  is  washed  on  tlie  south  side  by  the  Great  Ocean  ; 
on  the  north,  by  the  East  river,  which  divides  it  from  New  Amster- 
dam and  the  aforementioned  lands.  It  is  full  thirty  leagues  long 
from  the  west  to  northeastern  point,  and  at  tlie  west  end  2,  and  fur- 
ther eastward  4,  8,  12  and  15  leagues  broad.  It  is  the  levelest  and 
tinest  soil  in  New  Netherland  :  very  well  adapted  for  agriculture 
and  the  rearing  of  all  sorts  of  cattle  ;  furnished  with  beautiful  val- 
leys, navigable  harbors,  rivers  and  bays,  tlie  chief  of  which  are 
Hempstead  bay,  Martin  Gerritsen's  bay,  Oyster  bay,  the  Cromme 
gouw,  being  a  considerable  inland  sea,  (whose  shores  are  inliabited 
by  Indians,)  and  in  wliich  are  various  other  fair  and  fertile  islands. 
The  greatest  part  of  tlie  Wampum, for  which  the  furs  are  traded,  is 
manufactured  there  by  the  Natives. 

The  English  of  the  Colony  of  New  Haven  settled  two  villages  at 
the  bight  of  the  aforesaid  inland  sea,  about  three  leagues  from  the 
East  point  of  said  Island ;  one  called  Southampton,  containing 
about  10  (a  .  12  liouses,  [the  otlier]  Southold,  about  30  houses. 

The  undernamed  towns  are  i)lanted  on  said  Islancl,  and  are  all 
under  tlie  jurisdiction  of  their  High  Migiitinesses  the  Lords  States 
General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  viz. 

Ilemsteede,  Gravesend,  Flushing,  Amersfoort,  and  Breukelen, 
with  divers  bouweries  and  ])lantations. 

The  further  progress  of  the  English  on  Long  Island  would,  in  my 
opinion,  untler  correction,  be  prevented  and  estopped,  without  the 
settlement  of  the  boundary,  by  the  following  means : — 

First,  by  purchasing  from  the  natives  the  lands  situate  on  the 
East  point  of  Long  Island,  not  already  bought ;  that  done,  by  taking 
possession  of  the  East  point  wliich  is  about  three  leagues  from 
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Southiimpton,  and  by  securing?  its  possession,  at  first  by  a  Redoubt 
and  a  small  garrison,  or  settling  it  by  means  of  a  Colonie.  The 
west  point  of  the  aforesaid  sea  being  taken  possession  of  in  like 
manner,  the  villages  of  Southampton  and  Southold  would  l)e  shut 
in;  after  this  is  accomi)lished,  biketeu  Hacky,  Oyster  bay  and  Mar- 
tin Gerritsen's  bay  must  also  be  taken  possession  of.  The  whole  of 
Long  Island  would  be  tliereby  secured  to  New  Netherland,  and  the 
design  of  the  English  in  regard  to  tiie  domination  of  said  conve- 
nient harbors,  be  rendered  fruitless  and  null. 

The  South  river,  situate  thirty  leagues  south  of  the  Great  Bay  of 
the  North  river,  as  computed  along  the  coast,  has  been  possessed 
and  frequented  by  the  Dutch  more  than  twenty-eight  years  before 
any  foreign  nation  had  been  there.  Ten  years  ago  the  Swedes  lined 
said  river  witli  foiu"  forts,  and,  by  means  thereof,  endeavor  to  seize 
on  the  entire  river. 

Tiie  further  progress  of  the  Swedes,  could  be  prevented  and  neu- 
tralized by  planting  a  Colonie  at  Swanendael,  otherwise  called  the 
"Whorekill,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Bay;  another  on  the  east  side; 
and  on  the  west  bank,  at  the  Company's  Redoubt,  named  Bevers- 
reede,  about  seven  leagues  above  Fort  Cristina.  This  being  done, 
the  Swedes  could  not  take  up  any  nKU'e  land,  either  above  or  below, 
nor  extend  their  pretended  jurisdiction  any  farther. 

No  difference  has  arisen  lietween  the  Dutch  and  the  English  of 
Yirginia  on  the  subject  of  boundary,  because  they  have  not  owned 
what  we,  Netherlanders,  possess.  However,  it  would  not  be  im- 
politic to  determine  the  boundary  between  Yirginia  and  New  Neth- 
erland,  so  that  all  future  misunderstandings  and  differences  on  this 
head  may  be  prevented. 

Tiie  settlement  of  the  boundary  by  possession  can  never  be  effected, 
except  by  sending  out  working  people  and  disbursing  money  neces- 
sary for  such  work  ;  and  in  order  to  encourage  those  who  are  able 
to  make  disbursements,  firm  and  permanent  privileges  should  be 
granted,  consistent  with  the  right  accruing  from  tlie  charter 
granted  to  tlie  West  India  Company. 

For  the  conveyance  of  farmers  and  their  families,  and  of  handi- 
craftsmen, are  required : 

A  large  fly-boat  of  200  lasts,  which  would  be  chartered  for  tlie 
voyage  out,  for  fi.  6000. 

A  vessel  of  200  lasts,  would  probably  carry  over  250  ])ersons,  ex- 
clusive of  tlie  ships  crew;  they  would  require  for  food,  for  the  voy- 
age, each  at  least  30  guilders,  fl.  7500. 

Every  250  farmers  would  reqiiire  a  superintendent. 

A  clergyman;  or,  in  his  place  provisionally,  a  Comforter  of  the 
sick,  who  could  also  act  as  schoolmaster. 

A  surgeon,  provided  with  medicines. 
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A  blacksmitli,  who  is  conversant  with  tlie  treatment  of  horses 
and  cattle. 

Tliree  or  four  house-carpenters,  wlio  can  lay  brick. 

One  cooper. 

One  wlieelwrigfht. 

Otlier  tradesmen,  such  as  tailors  and  shoemakers,  follow  with 
time. 

A  necessary  supply  of  munitions  of  war,  for  the  defence  of  the 
Colonists,  in  case  of  misunderstanding  Avitli  tlie  natives. 

Farming  imiilements,  such  as  axes,  adzes,  mattocks,  spades,  rope, 
ploughshares,  <tc. 

These  people  arriving  in  New  Netherland  would  require  to  be 
victualed  for  at  least  a  year;  for  little  produce  is  to  be  expected  the 
second  year,  from  the  newly  cultivated  land.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
send  the  food  from  Europe,  since  it  can  be  supplied  by  the  Dutch 
and  the  English.    Oil  and  vinegar  alone  must  come  from  here. 

Cattle,  such  as  horses,  cows,  hogs,  need  not  be  sent  from  this 
place,  in  consequence  of  the  great  expense,  as  they  can  be  got  at  a 
reasonable  price  from  the  Dutch,  and  principally  among  the  Eng- 
lish, who  have  plenty  of  them. 

The  foregoing  is  what  I,  with  all  submission,  briefly,  and  accord- 
ing to  my  imperfect  knowledge,  communicate  on  pajier  to  your 
High  Miglitinesses  on  the  subject  of  the  settlement  of  the  Bounda- 
ries by  possession,  sucli  as  peopling  it  with  one  or  more  Colonies 
in  New  Netherland.  I  pray  the  All-wise  God,  to  preside  over  your 
Higli  ]Mightinesses'  Assembly,  and  to  be  pleased  to  permit  your 
resolutions  to  redound  to  the  honor  of  his  name,  the  prosperity  of 
his  Church  and  to  the  peace  of  your  High  Miglitinesses'  subjects. 

Done  at  the  Hague,  tlie  22'^  February,  Anno  1650. 
Your  High  Mightinessess'  subject, 
(Signed)  CORNELIS  VAN  TIENHOVEN. 


PLAN   FOR   THE   COLONIZATION  OF   NEW 
NETHERLAND. 


New  Netherland. 

The  Directors  deputed  by  the  West  India  Company  do  not  deem 
it  expedient  to  conjointly  advise  your  High  Mightinesses  in  the 
present  instance  on  the  affairs  of  New  Netherland,  and  the  places 
thereunto  belonging,  inasmuch  as  the  superintendence  thereof  has 
hitherto  been  with  the  Chamber  at  Amsterdam,  which,  also  spe- 
cially declares  its  opinion  thereupon,  as  to  the  manner  that  superin- 
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temlence  ought  to  be  directed  in  futui-e  for  the  greatest  advantage. 
The  otJier  Chambers  have  merely  requested  copv  thereof,  to  be 
commuu.ca  ed  to  tlieir  constituents,  with  the  understanding,  i^w- 
ever,  that  the  aforesaid  Amsterdam  Chamber  shall,  meanwhile  re 
mam  and  continue  invested  with  the  aforesaid  sui)erintendence 
advice  °-'''''^^^  P^'  i"  P^-^^^i^^'  ^«  f^r  ««  possible,  the  foUo'vTng 

^  AW^'^m;  ^7""/''  f'  ^'^^^^'  '^^'^'^"^i<^^  <^na  advantage  of 
Mw  Netherlands  and  of  the  Island  of  Curacao,  Bonayro  and 
Aruba,  dependent  on  the  said  government. 

A^.lfl  ^'^'T  ^'"If  "''^  '"^"^^'*^  exclusively  by  the  Chamber  of 
Amsteidam  from  the  year  1645  up  to  tlie  date  hereof,  although  it 
was  resolved  m  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX.,  on  the  G-'  July  of  the 
same  year,  that  they  should  be  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
Chambers  m  common.  With  this  view,  an  estimate  was  computed 
of  the  expense  of  Du-ector  «tuyvesant's  outfit,  which  was  divided 
accordmg  to  the  quota  to  be  furnished  by  each  Chamber  respect- 
ively In  the  meantime,  the  Chamber  at  Amsterdam  undertook  to 
fit  out  at  Its  own  cost  two  ships,  namely  the  Princesse  and  Groote 

ofZleX^X  T":  ^'Tf '' '"  ^''"^^^'  ^°^'"^^"^^'  ^'  "^«  meeting 
of  the  XIX.  m  Zealand,  it  happened  that  some  Chambers  found  it 
d.ftcult  to  share  the  expenses,  and  thus  this  superintendence  has 
remained  exclusively  to  this  date  with  the  Chamber  at  Amsteidam 

Again,  the  Committee  of  the  Amsterdam  Chamber  considered 
twould  be  better  that  those  countries  should  remahi  bound  to  all 
the  Chambers  m  common,  but  as  trading  to  these  places  in  rotation 
could  not  conveniently  be  carried  into  execution,  the  Commission 
ers  subject  to  a  better  decision,  were  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
best,  that  the  outfitting  shonld  remain  with  the  Amsterdam  Cham- 
ber, and  be  done  through  its  commissioners,  to  be  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  to  whom  likewise  all  returns  must  be  consigned  ui  de 
bond  that  they  be  responsible  to  the  respective  Chambers,  to  appro- 
priate to  each  its  contingent  proportion. 

Now  in  order  to  be  able  properly  to  provide  good  order  and  neces- 
saries tor  those  coasts,  and  to  supply  them  with  trooj.s  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  four  forts  in  New  Netherland  and  one  at  Curacao,  we 
consider  that  tlie  garrisoning  of  the  first  four  requires  100  men  under 
the  command  of  sub-ofticers,  as  the  country  is  at  peace ;  12  soldiers 
only  need  be  sent  to  the  last  place  under  a  commander  at  low  wages 

10  carry  out  the  above,  we  judge  the  sum  of  fl.  to  be 

necessary.    As  the  respective  Chambers  might  consider  this  amount 
burdensome,  it  must  be  decided  whether  it  shall  be  raised  on  inter- 
est at  4  per  cent,  pledging  for  both  principal  and  interest  all  the 
effects  and  returns  coming  thence,  together  with  the  whole  Terri 
12 — Vol.  y. 
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tovy  still  belonginpr  to  the  Company,  and  not  conveyed  to  Colonists ; 
and  especially  the  Island  of  Manliatans. 

As  tlie  islands  of  Cura9ao,  Bonaiie  and  Aruba  have  been  found 
for  many  years  to  be  only  a  burden  to  tlie  Company,  not  producing 
any  profit,  we,  have,  therefore,  considered  whether  it  would  not  be 
well  to  request  permission  of  the  Sa])reme  government  to  give  up 
said  Islands :  but  if  such  were  not  feasible,  'twould,  in  our  opinion, 
be  best,  to  permit  every  one  to  establisli  Colonies  on  said  Islands,  to 
distribute  and  concede  the  land  free  of  rent,  and  to  allow  all  to  cut 
Logwood  on  ])aying  a  duty  of  .  .  .  .-.  .;  that  every  one,  no  matter 
of  wliat  nation,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  bring  from  said  Island,  as  main- 
horses  and  as  much  salt  as  he  may  think  proper  on  payment  of  duty, 

namely,  for  the  horses  fl l)er  head  ;  and  for  each  lost  of 

sidt  fl ;  provided  neither  horses  nor  salt  be  conveyed  to 

any  other  place  than  New  Netlierland. 

As  for  the  last  mentioned  country,  we  consider  little  or  no  change 
necessary  in  regard  to  Colonists  who  have  planted  Colonies  tliere 
already,  but  to  permit  them  to  enjoy  the  Freedoms  granted  on  the 
in  the  year  1630. 

But  as  those  Colonists  formerly  complained  that  they  were  not 
allowed  to  export  the  products  of  their  lands  for  their  oAvn  benefit 
beyond  the  territory  of  New  Netherland,  they  were  permitted  to 
export  such  produce  in  their  own  shij'S  to  Brazil,  on  condition  that 
they  should  not  return  thence  to  New  Netiierhmd  again  with  any 
Brazilian  products. 

This  should  in  our  opjnion  be  enlarged ;  so  that  said  Traders  on 
disposing  of  their  produce  and  crops  in  any  of  the  Company's  dis- 
tricts, shall  be  privileged  to  come  back  with  their  ships  and  returns 
to  the  place  whence  they  sailed,  on  condition  of  paying  the  duties 
to  be  imposed  thereon. 

Also,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  New  Netherland  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  purchase  Negroes  wheresoever  they  may  tliink  necessary,  except 
the  coast  of  Guinea,  and  bring  them  into  New  Netherland  to  work 
on  their  bouweries,  on  payment  of  a  duty  of  fl per  head. 

We  should  above  all  things  consider  it  necessary  to  provide  ways 
and  means;  we  are  of  opinion  that  permission  should  be  obtained 
from  the  Magistrates  of  some  Provinces  and  Cities,  to  take  from 
the  alms-houses  or  orphan  asylums  300  @.  400  boys  and  girls  of  10, 
12  to  15  years  of  age,  with  their  consent,  however,  and  that  their 
passage  and  board  could  be  procured  for  fl.  50  or  60  per  head.  Witli 
that  recognition  a  large  ship  might  be  chartered,  suitable  for  the 
conveyance  of  horses  and  s;ilt  from  Cui-a9ao  and  afterwards  return 
hither  with  a  cargo  of  Logwood.  It  must  be,  further,  declared  that 
said  children  shall  not  remain  bound  to  their  masters  for  a  longer 
term  than  6  or  7  years,  unless  being  giils,  they  come,  meanwhile,  to 
marry,  in  which  event  they  should  have  the  option  of  hiring  again 
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with  tlieir  masters  or  mistresses,  or  of  remaining  wiiolly  at  liberty 
and  of  settling  there,  on  condition  that  they  be  allowed  so  much 
land  as  the  Director  shall  consider  it  proper  each  sliould  have  for 
the  support  of  her  family,  free  from  all  rents  and  exemptions  for 
the  term  of  10  years  after  entering  on  such  land :  but  tlie  inhabi- 
tants shall  have,  after  tlie  lapse  of  the  aforesaid  term  of  years,  the 
tenth  vt  their  incomes. 

Now,  it  will  be  in  tlie  highest  degree  necessary,  to  endeavor  some 
settlement  of  Boundary  with  the  English  on  any  terms  whatsoever ; 
and  as  no  opportunity  migiit  offer  for  the  negotiation  of  any  Bound- 
ary line  either  in  the  name  of  King  or  Parliament,  or  of  existing 
Powers,  in  consequence  of  violent  interruptions  in  the  government 
of  England,  we  should  not  deem  it  unwise  to  empower  the  Director 
to  agree  provisionally,  with  our  neighbors  the  English  on  some  line 
of  Boundary,  for  which  tliey  themselves  have  made  overtures,  sub- 
ject to  the  ai)probatiou  of  each  of  tlie  principals. 


INFORMATION    RESPECTING    LAND    IX     NEW 
NETHERLAND. 


Information  relative  to  takiny  up  land  in  New  Netherlands  in  the 
Jorm  (if  Colonies  or  private  houwrics.    Delivered  in  by  Secretary  van 
lienhoven,  on  the  4"'  of  March^  1650. 

If  any  one  be  disposed  to  begin  either  by  himself  or  others.  Colo- 
nies, Bouweries  or  Plantations  in  New  Netherland,  which  lies  in 
the  latitude  of  one  and  forty  degrees  and  a  half,  he  shall  first  have 
to  inform  himself  fully  of  the  situation  of  the  lands  lying  on  tlie 
rivers,  havens  and  bays,  in  order  thus  to  select  the  most  suitable, 
and  particularly  the  most  convenient  grounds:  It  is  therefore  to  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  the  lands  in  New  Netherland  are  not  all  level 
and  flat,  and  adapted  to  raising  of  grain,  inasmuch  as  they  are,  with 
the  exception  of  some  few  flats,  generally  covered  with  timber,  in 
divers  places  also  with  large  and  small  stones. 

In  order,  then  first  to  describe  those  lands  which  are  actually  the 
most  convenient  and  the  best  and  ought  to  be  occupied  the  earliest, 
where  and  how  located,  I  shall  enumerate  the  following  places,  and 
commend  the  remainder  to  the  consideration  of  proprietors  of  this 
country. 

I  begin  then  at  the  most  easterly  corner  of  Long  Island,  being  a 
point  situate  on  the  Main  Ocean,  inclosing  within,  westward,  a  large 
inland  sea,  adorned  with  divers  fair  havens  and  bays,  fit  for  all  sorts 
of  craft ;  this  point  is  entirely  covered  with  trees,  without  any  flats, 
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and  is  somewhat  hilly  and  stony,  very  convenient  for  c(  d  hshinji, 
which  is  most  successfully  followed  by  the  natives  during  the  season. 

This  point  is  also  well  adapted  to  secure  the  trade  of  the  Indians 
in  Wampum,  (the  mine  of  New  Netherland.)  since  in  and  about 
the  abovementioned  sea  and  the  islands  therein  situate,  lie  the 
cockles  whereof  Wampum  is  made,  from  which  great  profit  could 
be  realized  by  tliose  who  would  ])lant  a  colonie  or  hamlet  at  the 
aforesaid  Point,  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  for  raising  all  sorts 
of  cattle,  for  fishing  and  the  wampum  trade. 

It  would  be  necessary,  in  such  case,  to  settle  on  the  aforesaid 
land  some  persons  thoroughly  conversant  with  agriculture,  and 
others  with  the  fishery. 

Otisterhay,  so  called  from  the  great  abundaiice  of  fine  and  delicate 
oysters  which  are  found  there,  is  about  a  short  league  across,  or  in 
width  at  the  mouth:  deep  and  navigable,  without  either  rocks  or 
sands,  runs  mland  nearly  west,  and  divides  itself  into  two  rivers, 
which  are  broad  and  clear,  on  which  lie  some  fine  maize  lands, 
formerly  cultivated  by  the  Indians,  some  of  which  are  still  worked  ; 
they  could  be  had. for  a  trifle.  This  land  is  situate  on  such  beautiful 
bay  and  rivers,  that  it  could,  at  little  cost,  be  converted  into  good 
farms,  fit  for  the  plough  ;  there  are  here,  also,  some  fine  hay-valleys. 

Martin  Gerritson''s  hail  or  MartinnehoucTc^  is  much  deeper  and 
wider  than  Oyster  bay,  and  runs  westward  in.  divides  into  three 
rivers,  two  of  which  are  navigable  :  the  smallest  stream  runs  up  in 
front  of  the  Indian  village,  called  Martinne  houck.  where  tliey  have 
their  plantations.  This  tribe  is  not  strong,  and  consists  of  about  80 
families.  There  were  formerly  in  and  about  this  bay,  great  niunbers 
of  Indian  Plantations,  which  now  lie  waste  and  vacant.  Tliis  land 
is  mostly  level,  and  of  good  quality,  well  adapted  for  grain  and 
rearing  of  all  sorts  of  cattle ;  on  the  rivers  are  numerous  valleys  of 
sweet  and  salt  meadows  ;  all  sorts  of  river  fish  are  also  caught  there. 

SchouVs  hay,  on  the  East  river,  is  also  very  open  and  navigable, 
with  one  river  running  into  it ;  on  said  river  are  also  fine  maize 
lands,  level  and  not  stony,  with  right  beautiful  valleys.  Beyond 
said  river  is  a  very  convenient  hook  of  land,  somewhat  large,  encir- 
cled by  a  large  valley  and-river,  where  all  descriptions  of  cattle  can 
be  reared  and  fed.  such  convenience  being  a  great  accommodation 
for  the  settlers,  who  otherwise  must  search  for  their  cattle  frequeiitly 
several  days  in  the  bush. 

The  country  on  the  East  river  beween  Greenwich  and  the  island 
Manhattans,  is  for  the  most  part  covered  with  trees,  but  yet  flat  and 
suital)le  land,  with  numerous  streams  and  valleys,  riglit  good  soil 
for  grain,  together  with  fresh  hay,  and  meadow,  lands. 

Wkquaeskeck,  on  the  North  river,  five  leagues  above  New  Amster- 
dam, is  very  good  and  suitable  land  for  agriculture,  very  extensive 
maize  laud,  on  which  the  Indians  have  planted — proceeding  from 
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the  shore  and  iiihiud  'tis  flat  and  mostly  level,  well  watered  hy  small 
streams  and  running  springs.  It  lies  between  tlie  East  and  Xorth 
rivers  and  is  situate  between  a  rivulet  of  Sintinck  and  Armonck. 

In  the  Bay  of  the  North  river,  about  two  leagues  from  Sandy 
Hook,  lies  an  inlet  or  small  bay ;  on  the  south  shore  of  said  bay, 
called  Neyswesinck,  there  are  also  right  good  maize  lands  which  have 
not  been  cultivated  by  the  natives  for  a  long  time.  This  district 
is  well  adai)ted  for  raising  and  feeding  all  sorts  of  cattle,  and  is 
esteemed  l)y  many  not  ill  adapted  for  flsheries:  a  good  trade  in  furs 
could  also  be  carried  on  there,  and  'tis  likewise  accessible  to  all 
large  vessels  coming  from  sea,  which  are  often  obliged  to  lie  to  or 
anchor  behind  Sandy  Hook,  either  in  consequence  of  contrary  winds, 
or  for  want  of  a  pilot. 

The  district  inhabited  by  a  nation  called  Raritangs,  is  situate  on 
a  fresh  water  river,  that  flows  through  the  centre  of  the  low  land 
which  the  Indians  cultivated.  This  vacant  territory  lies  between 
two  high  mountains,  far  distant  the  one  from  the  other.  It  is  the 
handsomest  and  i)leasantest  country  that  man  can  behold,  and 
furnished  the  Indians  with  abundance  of  maize,  beans,  pumpkins, 
and  otlier  fruits.  This  district  was  abandoned  by  the  natives  for 
two  reasons;  the  first  and  principal  is,  that  finding  themselves  un- 
able to  resist  the  Southern  Indians,  they  migrated  further  inland; 
the  second,  because  this  country  was  flooded  every  spring  like  Ren- 
selaer"s  colonic,  frequently  spoiling  and  destroying  their  supplies  of 
maize  which  were  stored  in  holes  under  ground. 

Through  this  valley  pass  large  niuubers  of  all  sorts  of  tribes,  on 
their  way  north  or  east ;  this  land  is  therefore  not  only  adapted  for 
raising  grain  and  rearing  all  description  of  cattle,  but  also  very  con- 
venient for  trade  with  the  Indians. 

On  both  sides  of  the  Soutli  bay  and  South  river  also  lie  some 
handsome  lands,  not  only  suitable,  but  very  convenient  for  agricul- 
ture and  trade. 

I  have  already  stated  where  the  first  Colonists  should,  in  my 
opinion,  settle,  regard  being  had  to  the  convenience  of  those  lands 
in  the  possession  of  which  other  nations  being  anticipated,  they 
would  not  be  able  to  extend  their  pretended  limits  further,  and 
great  peace  and  security  would  be  afforded  to  the  inhabitants.  I 
shall  here  further  state  the  time  when  those  emigrating  hence,  to 
and  arriving  in  New  jSTetherland  will  take  up  land,  and  how  each 
will  afterwards  earn  a  living  and  settle  in  the  most  economical 
manner  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  country. 

Boors  and  others  who  are  obliged  to  work  at  first  in  Colonies 
ought  to  sail  from  this  country  in  the  fore  or  latter  part  of  winter 
in  order  to  arrive  with  God's  help  in  New  Netherland  early  in 
the  Spring,  in  March,  or  at  latest  in  April,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
plant,  during  that  summei-,  garden  vegetables,  maize  and  beans, 
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and  moreover  employ  the  whole  summer  in  clearing  land  and  build- 
ing cottages,  as  I  shall  hereafter  describe. 

All  then  who  arrive  in  New  Netherland  must  immediately  set 
about  preparing  the  soil,  so  as  to  be  able,  if  i)ossible  to  plant  some 
winter  grain,  and  to  proceed  the  next  winter  to  cut  and  clear  the 
timber.  The  trees  are  usually  felled  from  the  stump,  cut  up  and 
burnt  in  the  field,  unless  such  as  are  suitable  for  building,  for  pali- 
sades, posts  and  rails,  which  must  be  prejjared  during  the  winter,  so 
as  to  be  set  up  in  the  spring  on  the  new  made  land  which  is  intended 
to  be  sown,  in  order  that  the  cattle  may  not  in  any  wise  injure  the 
crops.  In  most  lands  is  found  a  certain  root,  called  red  Wortel, 
which  must  before  ploughing,  be  extirpated  with  a  hoe,  expressly 
made  for  that  purpose.  This  being  done  in  the  winter,  some  i)lough 
right  around  the  stumps,  should  time  or  circumstances  not  allow 
these  to  be  removed:  others  plant  tobacco,  maize  and  beans,  at  first. 
The  soil  even  thus  becomes  very  mellow,  and  they  sow  winter  grain 
the  next  fall.  From  tobacco,  can  be  realized  some  of  the  expenses 
incurred  in  clearing  the  land.  The  maize  and  beans  help  to  sup- 
l)ort  both  men  and  cattle.  The  farmer  having  thus  begun,  must 
endeavor,  every  year,  to  clear  as  much  new  land  as  he  possibly  can, 
and  sow  it  with  such  seed  as  he  considers  most  suitable. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  the  husbandman  should  take  up  much 
stock  in  the  beginning,  since  clearing  land  and  other  necessary  labor 
do  not  permit  him  to  save  much  hay  and  to  build  barns  for  stabling. 
One  pair  of  draft  horses  or  a  yoke  of  oxen  only  is  necessary,  to  ride 
the  planks  tor  buildings,  or  palisades  or  rails  from  the  land  to  tlie 
])lace  where  they  are  to  be  set. 

The  farmer  can  get  all  sorts  of  cattle  in  the  course  of  the  second 
summer,  when  he  will  have  more  leisure  to  cut  and  bring  home  hay. 
also  to  build  houses  and  barnes  for  men  and  cattle. 

Of  the  Building  of  Hmiscs  at  First. 

Before  beginning  to  build,  'twill  above  all  things  be  necessary  to 
select  a  well  located  spot,  either  on  some  river  or  bay,  suitable  for 
the  settlement  of  a  village  or  hamlet.  This  is  previously  properly 
surveyed  and  divided  into  lots,  with  good  streets  according  to  the 
situation  of  the  place.  This  hamlet  can  be  fenced  all  around  with 
high  iialisades  or  long  boards  and  closed  with  gates,  which  is  advan- 
tageous in  case  of  attack  by  the  natives,  who  heretofore  used  to  ex- 
hibit their  insolence  in  new  plantations. 

Outside  the  village  or  hamlet,  other  land  must  be  laid  out  which 
can  in  general  be  fenced  and  prepared  at  the  most  trifiing  exijense. 

Those  in  New  Netherland  and  es])ecially  in  New  England,  who 
have  no  means  to  build  farm-houses  at  first  according  to  their  wishes, 
dig  a  square  i)it  in  the  ground,  cellar  fasiiion,  six  or  seven  feet  deep, 
as  long  and  as  broad  as  they  think  proper,  case  the  earth  inside  all 
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round  the  wall  with  timber,  which  they  line  with  the  bark  of  trees 
or  something  else  to  prevent  the  caving  in  of  the  earth;  floor  this 
cellar  with  i)lank  and  wainscot  it  overhead  for  a  ceiling,  raise  a 
roof  of  spars  clear  up  and  cover  the  spars  with  bark  or  green  sods, 
so  that  tliey  can  live  dry  and  warm  in  these  houses  with  their  entire 
families  for  two,  three  and  four  years,  it  beirjg  understood  that  par- 
titions are  run  througli  those  cellars  which  are  adapted  to  the  size  of 
the  family.  The  wealthy  and  principal  men  in  New  England,  in  the 
beginning  of  tiie  Colonies,  commenced  their  first  dwelling-houses 
in  this  fashion  for  two  reasons;  first,  in  order  not  to  waste  time 
building  and  not  to  want  food  the  next  season;  secondly,  in  order 
not  to  discourage  poorer  laboring  people  whom  they  brought  over 
in  numbers  from  Fatherhmd.  In  the  course  of  three  (a)  four  years, 
when  the  country  became  adapted  to  agriculture,  they  built  them- 
selves handsome  houses,  spending -on  them  several  thousands. 

After  the  houses  are  built  in  the  above  described  manner,  or  other- 
wise according  to  each  i)erson"s  means  and  fancy,  gardens  are  m  ule 
and  planted  in  season  with  all  sorts  of  pot-herbs,  principally  par- 
snips, carrots  and  cabbage,  which  bring  great  plenty  into  the  hus- 
bandman's dwelling.  The  maize  can  serve  as  bread  for  men,  and 
food  for  cattle. 

The  hogs,  after  having  i)icked  up  their  food  for  some  months  in 
the  woods,  are  crammed  with  corn  in  the  fall :  when  fat  they  are 
killed  and  furnisli  a  very  hard  and  clean  pork;  a  good  article  for  the 
husbandman  who  gradually  and  in  time  begins  to  purchase  horses 
and  cows  with  the  ])roduce  of  his  grain  and  the  increase  of  liLs  hogs, 
and  instead  of  a  cellar  as  aforesaid,  builds  good  farm-houses  and 
barns. 

Of  the  Necessary  Cattle. 

The  cattle  necessary  in  a  Colonie  or  private  bouwery  in  New 
Netherland,  are  good  mares  and  sound  stallions. 

Yoke-oxen  for  the  i)lough.  inasmuch  as  in  new  lands,  full  of  roots, 
oxen  go  forward  steadily  under  the  plough,  and  horses  stand  still, 
or  with  a  start  break  the  harness  in  pieces. 

Milch-cows  of  kindly  disposition,  and  good  bulls,  sheep,  sows,  etc. 
Fowls  are  well  adapted  to  bouweries. 

Tliese  cattle  are  abundant  in  New  Netherland,  and  especially 
in  New  England,  and  to  be  liad  at  a  reasonable  price,  except  sheep, 
which  the  English  do  not  sell,  and  are  rare  m  New  Netherland. 

PRICES   or   CATTLE. 

■*  In  Keic  Netherland. 

A  young  mare  with  her  2'  or  third  foal,  costs  ....  fl.  150  to  160 

A  4  to  5  year  old  stallion,  about 130 

A  milch  cow  with  her  2'  or  3'^  calf, 100 


184  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

A  year-old  sow, fl.    20(a).    24 

A  sheep,  being  an  ewe, 20@.    24 

In  Hew  England. 

A  good  mare  sells  for 100  @ .  120 

A  stallion, 100 

A  milch  cow, 60@.    70 

A  yearling  sow, 12@.    14 

Sheep  are  not  sold  there. 

It  is  to  be  ol)served  that  in  a  Colonie  each  farmer  has  to  be  pro- 
vided by  his  landlord  with  at  least  one  yoke  of  oxen  or  with  two 
mares  in  their  stead,  two  cows,  one  or  two  sow^s,  for  the  purpose  of 
increase,  the  use  of  the  farm  and  the  sui)port  of  his  family. 

If  tlie  above  cattle  multiply  in  the  course  of  time  with  God's  bless- 
ing, the  bouweries  can  be  fully  stocked  with  necessary  cattle,  and 
new  bouweries  set  off  with  the  remainder,  as  is  the  practice  in  Rensel- 
aer's  Colonie  and  other  places,  and  so  on  de  novo,  so  as  to  lay  out  no 
money  for  stock. 

All  farming  im])lements  necessary  for  the  land  must  be  also  pro- 
ciu-ed.  except  wagon  and  plough  which  can  be  made  there. 

And  as  it  is  found  by  experience  in  New  Netherland.  that  farmers 
can  with  difHculty  obtain  from  the  soil  enough  to  ])rovide  themselves 
with  necessary  victuals  and  support,  those  who  pur]iose  planting 
Colonies,  must  sui)i)ly  their  farmers  and  families  with  necessary  food 
for  at  least  two  or  three  years,  if  not  altogether,  it  must  be  done  at 
least  in  part. 

Necessary  Supplies  for  the  Farmer. 

If  no  wheat  or  rye  can  be  had  for  bread,  maize  can  be  always  had 
in  season  from  the  Indians  at  a  reasonable  price.    The  skepel  costs 
ordinarily  10  (7? .  15  stivers  when  bought  from  the  Indians. 
Beef,  Vinegar, 

Pork,  Peas  and 

Butter  or  oil  Instead ;  Beans. 

Salad  oil  and  vinegar  are  not  easy  to  be  had  in  that  country  except 
at  an  excessively  high  i)rice  from  the  Dutch  traders. 

All  this  being  arranged  it  must  be  noted  what  descrii)tion  of  people 
are  best  adapted  for  agriculture  in]SrewNetherland,andto  perform 
the  most  service  and  return  the  most  profit  in  the  beginning. 

First,  a  person  is  necessary  to  superintend  the  workingmen ;  he 
ought  to  be  acquainted  with  farming. 

Industrious  country  people,  conversant  with  the  working  and  cul- 
tivation of  land,  and  imssessing  a  knowledge  of  cattle. 

It  would  not  be  uni)rofitable  to  add  to  these  some  Highland  boors 
from  the  Veluwe,  Gulick,  Cleef  and  Berg. 

Northerners  are  a  people  adapted  to  cutting  down  trees  and  clear- 
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in^r  hind  inasinucli  as  they  aro  very  laborious  and  accustomed  to 
work  in  the  woods. 

No;-therners  can  do  almost  anytlun- :  some  can  build  much,  others 
a  little,  and  construct  small  craft  which  tliev  call  vawls 

Carpenters  Avho  can  lay  brick. 

Smiths  conversant  with  heavy  work,  curing  cattle  and  ].rovided 
with  suitable  medicines. 

One  or  more  sur-eons.  accordino-  to  tlie  number  of  the  i.eoule,  with 
a  chest  well  su])|)lied  with  all  sorts  of  druj^s. 

One  or  more  coopers. 

A  clergyman,  comforter  of  the  sick,  or  i)recentor  who  coul.l  als.. 
act  as  sclioolmaster. 
A  wheelwrifjht. 

Another  tradesmen  would  follow  in  time;  the  above  mentioned 
mechanics  are  the  most  necessary  at  tirst.  In  order  to  promote  pop- 
ulation through  such  and  other  means,  the  ].eoi.le  must  be  provided 
with  freedoms  and  Privileges  so  as  to  induce  them  to  quit  their 
Fathei-land  and  eminrrate  with  their  families  bevond  the  sea  to  this 
far  .hstant  New  Netherland.  And  as  ,,oor  j.eoj.le  have  no  means  to 
defray  the  cost  of  passa-e  and  other  exj.enses,  it  were  desirable  that 
wealthy  imhvKluals  would  exj.end  some  capital,  to  people  this  coun- 
try, or  hke  the  Enulisli  of  New  En.dand,  at  their  own  expense 
remove  themselves  with  funds  and  a  lar-e  bod v  of  workimr  men 
and  provide  those  without  means  with  land,  dwellin-,  cattle  tools 
and  necessary  supi)ort ;  and  that,  until  tliev  could  derive  the  ueces- 
sary  mamtainance  from  the  soil  and  the  increase  of  cattle  after 
which  time  they  would  be  able  to  pay  yearly  a  reasonable  quit-rent 
to  their  lords  and  masters  from  the  effects  in  their  j.osspssion 

J  y  the  population  and  cultivation  of  the  aforesaid  lands  those  who 
will  have  disburse.l  funds  for  the  removal  of  the  laborin-  classes, 
the  i.urchase  of  cattle  and  all  other  expenses,  would,  in  process  of 
some  years,  after  God  had  blessed  the  tilla-e  and  the  increase  of  the 
cattle,  derive  a  considerable  revenue  in  ffrain,  beef,  ).o]k.  butter  and 
tobacco,  which  form  at  first  the  earliest  returns,  and  in  time  can  be 
improved  by  industry,  such  as  makin-  i.ot  and  pearl  ashes,  clap- 
boards, knees  for  ship  buildin-,  staves,  all  sorts  of  pine  and  oak 
P  ank,  masts  tor  lar-e  sliii)s,  square  timber  and  ash  and  hickory 
])lanks ;  m  which  a  stai)le  trade  could  be  establislied.     The  Encrlisj, 
of  Ne  vEno-land  put  this  in  practice,  as  is  to  be  seen,  after  tiieiand 
had  been  hrst  broii-ht  to  j.roper  condition  :  thev  sell  their  i>rovisions 
at  the  Carribean  Islamls.  staves  at  Madeira  and  the  Canaries,  masts 
and  hsh  in  S].ain  and  Portujjal  and  brin-  in  return  all  sorts  of  com- 
modities: so  much  of  these  returns  as  they  do  not  consume,  are 
a.sain  distributed  by  them  throu.ijhout  all  the  islands  known  and  in- 
liabited   in   the  Northern   part   of  America.     Thus,  tiiroui-h  tiie 
variety  ot  the  returns  which  of  necessity  were  received,  a  profitable 
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trade  is  already  established  in  New  Eiiulaiid,  wiiicli  can  also  he  riijht 
well  set  on  foot  by  the  Netlierlanders.  if  tlie  po])ulatioii  of  tiie 
coimti-y  were  i)romoted. 

The  followiiiir  istlieniode  i)ursued  by  tlie  AVest  India  C'oni]iany 
in  tlie  lirst  i)lantin<j;  of  l^ouweries. 

Tiie  Company,  at  their  own  eost  and  in  their  own  sliii)s  conveyed 
several  boors  to  Xew  Netherland.  and  yave  tliese  tlie  followiny' 
terms : — 

The  farmer,  Ijeiii'^  conveyed  with  Ids  family  over  sea  to  New 
Netlierland.  was  trranted  by  tiie  (_'om]tany  for  tiie  term  of  six  years 
a  lionwoie.  wlucii  was  jiartly  cleared,  and  a  ii'ood  i)art  of  wliicii  was 
tit  for  tlie  jilouuii. 

Tiie  Comjjany  fnriiisjied  tlie  farmer  a  iionse.  barn,  farming'  imiile- 
ments  and  tools,  tofjetlier  with  four  horses,  four  cows,  sheej)  and 
pi,!,'s  in  iirojiortion,  tlie  usufruct  and  enjoyment  of  which  tlie  hus- 
bandman should  have  during  the  six  years,  ami  on  the  exjiiratioii 
thereof,  return  tiie  numbei-  of  cattle  he  receivetl.  The  entire  in- 
crease remained  with  the  farmer.  The  farmer  was  l)ound  to  pny 
yearly  one  hundred  c^uilders  and  eighty  pounds  of  butter  rent  for 
the  cleared  land  and  bouwerie. 

Tiie  country  peopkMvlio  obtained  the  aliove  mentioned  cimditioiis 
all  prosjiered  during  their  residence  on  tiie  Conii)any"s  lands. 

Afterwards  the  cattle  belonsiiii;  to  the  Comiiany  in  New  Nether- 
land  were  distributed  for  some  years  anions  those  who  had  no  means 
to  purchase  stock. 

The  risk  of  the  cattle  dyiiiy  is  shared  in  common,  and  after  the 
expiration  of  tlie  contract  the  Comjiany  receives,  if  the  cattle  live, 
the  number  tlie  husbandman  hrst  received,  and  the  increase  which 
is  over,  is  divided  lialf  and  halt :  by  these  means  many  ])eo])le  have 
obtained  stock  and.  even  to  this  day.  the  Comiiany  liave  still  consid- 
erable cattle  amouff  the  Colonists,  who  make  use  on  tlie  above  con- 
ditions of  tlie  horses  in  cultivatintj  the  farm  :  the  cows  serve  for  the 
increase  of  the  stock  and  for  the  sujijiort  of  the  family. 

The  foresroing  is  what  is  necessary  to  be  communicated  at  present 
respecting  the  establishment  of  one  or  more  Colonies  and  relative  to 
supiilies.  Wliat  regards  the  government  and  in'eservation  of  such 
Colonies  and  what  persons  ought  to  be  in  authority  there  and  who 
these  ought  to  lie,  I  leave  to  the  wise  and  prudent  consideration  of 
your  noble  High  Mightinesses.  Meanwliile  1  jiray  the  Creator  of 
Heaven  and  Earth  to  endowyour  lligli  ^lightinesses  with  tlie  Spirit 
of  grace  and  wisdom,  so  that  all  your  High  ]\Iightinesses"  delibera- 
tions maviend  to  the  advantage  of  the  Country  and  its  Inhabitants. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  STATES 

GENERAL  ON  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  NEW 

NETHERLAND. 


Provislo)i((l  Order  respecting  the  Government,  Preservation  and  Peo- 
pliny  of  H'eiv  Netherland. 

Messrs.  van  Aertzbergeii  and  the  other  your  Higli  Mightinesses' 
Committee  on  West  India  affairs,  having  been  for  some  months  in 
conference  with  the  Directors  delegated  by  the  Chamber  at  Amster- 
dam and  others  of  the  West  India  Company,  on  matters  brought 
before  your  Iligli  Miglitinesses,  both  by  the  Delegates  from  New 
Netherland  and  the  Directors  there,  from  and  on  l)ehalf  of  the  Peo- 
ple, in  divers  written  and  verbal  remonstrances  and  memorials,  have, 
at  the  request  of  the  Directors  ot  the  Amsterdam  Chamber,  con- 
sented to  pass  over  divers  matters  contained  in  the  Great  Rejion- 
STRANCE  of  the  people,  and  to  apply  themselves  to  the  principal 
points,  on  the  exi)ress  assurance  from  the  aforesaid  Directors  that  they 
would  receive  all  just  and  resi)ectful  representations.  And  to  this 
end.  having  inquired  into  the  system  of  government  hitherto  main- 
tained in  ^ew  Netherland,  the  heavy  burthens  which  the  Company 
hath  in  consequence  born,  and  the  small  profit  derived  therefrom, 
the  destruction  of  the  population,  the  neglect  in  applying  remedies 
to  errors  and  excesses;  and.  considering  tliat  your  High  JSIighti- 
nesses  cannot,  and  ought  not  airy  longer  approve  of  the  perverse 
aduiinistration  of  the  ])rivileges  and  benefits  granted  by  charter  to 
to  the  stockholders  of  the  West  India  Company;  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  New  Netherland,  under  the  authority  of  the  Chamber  at 
Amsterdam,  neglecting  or  opjwsing  the  good  plans  and  olfers  sub- 
mitted for  tiie  security  of  the  boundaries  and  the  increase  of  the 
population  of  the  country:  And  whereas  your  High  Mightinesses, 
as  sovereigns  over  your  subjects,  are  well  qualified,  nay,  bound  to 
see  that  the  property  of  the  latter,  (still  in  a  condition  to  be  saved 
and  improved  if  uo  time  be  lost  and  good  care  be  taken)  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  go  to  ruin  or  fall  into  the  hands  of  others;  Therefore, 
we,  your  High  Mightinesses'  Committee,  are  of  opinion  that  the 
preservation  of  those  countries  and  benefits,  which  were  originally 
granted  by  you  High  Miglitinesses  not  to  the  Directors  of  the  Cham- 
ber at  Amsterdam,  but  to  all  tiie  stockholders  of  the  West  India 
Company  scattered  throughout  tiie  Provinces,  demands,  other  or- 
ders than  those  issi\ed  heretofore  for  the  government  thereof,  the 
increase  and  establisliment  of  the  population,  raising  and  bearing 
of  necessary  taxes,  the  prevention  of  dangers  and  general  ruin  simi- 
lar to  what  has  been  bitterly  experienced  for  a  few  years;  and 
further,  for  the  effectual  removal  of  all  sorts  of  evils  and  troubles, 
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whicli  have  been  elaborately  submitted  to  your  Ilijih  Mij?litinesses : 
And  in  order  that  the  complaints  of  the  Nation's  subjects,  now 
heard  and  examined  for  the  space  of  five  montiis,  may  be  deferred 
no  longer  by  conferences  and  objections,  but  remedied  by  good  reso- 
lutions. 

We  would,  therefore,  be  of  opinion  that  your  High  Mightinesses 
do,  with  tlie  advice  and  communication  of  the  Directors  now  sum- 
moned from  all  the  Chambers  of  the  West  India  Company,  the 
major  part  of  whom  are  in  attendence,  i)ermit  the  Delegates  from 
New  Netherland  to  return  this  season,  to  encourage  and  animate 
all  tlie  iidiabitauts  there  sedulously  to  attend  to  tlie  cultivation  of 
the  soil  and  to  the  improvement,  security  and  increase  of  the  popu- 
lation within  their  limits.  And,  accordingly,  tliat  the  offer  respect- 
ing the  conveyance  of  passengers  and  farmers  which  they  made, 
ought  to  be  speedily  accepted  and  executed ;  and,  further,  that  this 
Provisional  Order  be  enacted  and  also  furnished  them. 

1.— First  Whereas  their  High  Mightinesses  have  received  the 
strange  and  imexpected  intelligence  that  contributions  have  been 
demanded  from  the  Aborigines  of  the  country  and,  such  having 
been  refused,  that  the  late  Director  Kieft,  under  i)retense  that  the 
people  so  demanded  by  petition,  signed  however,  by  merely  three 
persons,  had  waged  against  those  Aborigines  an  unnecessary,  bloody 
and  runious  war,  the  instigators  Avhereof  have  not  been  duly  in- 
quired after,  or  punished,  the  Director  and  Council  shall  in  future 
be  careful  that  [no  war]  be  undertaken  against  the  Aborigines  of 
the  country  or  neighbors  of  New  Netherland.  without  their  High 
Mightinesses'  knowledge.  And  in  case  any  misunderstanding  and 
trouble  may  arise  between  or  with  said  Aborigines  or  neighbors,  all 
possible  means  shall  be  made  use  of  to  remove  the  same,  before  mat- 
ters come  to  extremities,  and  advice  shall  be  sent  at  once  to  their 
High  Mightinesses  of  what  might  transpire  in  the  premises. 

2.— Secondly,  Jan  Jansen  Damen  and  Abraham  Planck,  having 
presented  the  petition,  whereupon  the  war  was  commenced,  shall 
be  sent  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  that  information  may  be  ob- 
tained from  them  from  what  occurred,  and  who  had  induced  them 
to  present  tlie  aforesaid  petition. 

3.— Thirdly,  tliat  those  who,  contrary  to  express  orders  and  pro- 
hibition, have  undertaken  to  sell  and  barter  articles  of  contraband, 
such  as  guns,  i)istols.  powder  and  lead  to  the  Aborigines,  and  thus 
exposed  themselves,  with  all  those  who  actually  reside,  or  hereafter 
may  come  to  New  Netherland.  to  the  imminent  danger  of  being 
suddenly  attacked,  massacred  and  driven  off,  shall  be  punished  for 
the  excesses  herein  committed,  especially  for  what  occurred  during 
the  war,  when  subjects  of  this  State  dared  to  strengthen  their 
enemies  by  the  sale  of  prohibited  articles  of  contraband.  And 
whereas  this  evil  has  now  reached  that  stage  that  the  trade  in  the 
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aforesaid  contraband  goods  cannot  easily  be  cut  short  or  forbidden, 
without  evident  danger  of  new  war  and  trouble  between  tlie  sub- 
jects of  this  State  and  the  Aborigines,  the  Council  of  New  Nether- 
land  shall  be  notified,  and  ordered  to  take  care  that  none  of  the 
aforesaid  articles  of  contraband  shall  be  hereafter  traded  and  sold 
either  by  colonists  or  other  inhabitants,  except  with  its  knowledge 
and  by  its  order,  the  guns  to  be  charged  at  6  guilders,  the  pistols 
at  4  guilders,  the  pound  of  powder  at  six  stivers,  all  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public  interests  there;  so  as  in  time,  when  it  can,  in  their 
opinion,  be  safely  done,  to  forbid  the  trade  altogether  under  heavy 
penalties  to  be  tliereunto  enacted. 

4. — Fourthly,  whereas  tlieir  High  Mightinesses  learn  that  the 
people  of  New  Netherland  either  are  not  obliged,  or  have  them- 
selves forgotten  to  possess  and  make  use  of  arms  necessary  for  their 
own  defence,  therefore,  the  inhabitants  generally,  shall  be  bound 
each  to  provide  himself  with  a  good  gun  and  the  requisite  powder 
and  lead,  and  be  enrolled  and  formed  into  companies,  iiave  the  said 
guns  stamped  and  inspected,  with  a  proliibition  against  the  sale  of 
such  stamped  guns,  on  pain  of  himself  or  family  being  deprived 
thereof. 

5. — The  forts  shall  all  be  well  maintained  and  taken  care  of  at  the 
places  wliere,  for  the  occupation  of  the  country,  they  have  been,  or 
shall  by  order  hereafter  be  erected ;  the  magazine  therein  provided 
with  necessary  munitions  of  war,  the  houses  and  court  yards  built 
either  within  the  walls  or  at  a  short  distance  around  them,  with- 
out, however,  impeding  the  defence  which  must  be  made  therefrom; 
causing  the  inhabitants  to  dwell  so  close  and  compact  together, 
that  they  be  able  to  help,  aid  and  defend  each  other. 

6. — New  Netlierland  being  at  present  provided  with  only  one  cler- 
gyman, orders  shall  be  given  forthwith  for  the  immediate  calling  and 
support  of  at  least  three  preaciiers ;  one  to  attend  to  Divine  service 
at  Renselaer's  colonic;  the  sesond  in  and  about  the  city 'Of  New 
Amsterdam,  and  the  third  in  the  distant  places;  and  the  Common- 
alty shall  also  be  obliged  to  have  the  youth  instructed  by  good 
school  masters. 

7  — Whereas  it  is  found  that  greater  pains  have  generally  been 
taken  to  promote  the  fur  trade  than  the  agriculture  and  population 
of  the  country,  the  Supreme  Council  there,  shall,  in  consequence, 
above  all  things,  provide  that  cattle  be  not  exported,  but  be  as 
much  as  possible  retained  and  reared  there ;  also  that  a  good  quan- 
tity of  grain  be  kept  in  store,  to  be  furnished  and  sold  at  a  reason- 
able price  to  newly  arriving  immigrants,  who  are  to  be  assisted  and 
favored  in  every  manner,  and  be  located  on  good  lands,  suitable  for 
cultivation,  taking  care  therein  that  they  shall  dwell  as  close  and 
as  compact  together  as  possible  on  such  lands  and  places  as  shall  be 
considered  best  and  most  suitable  for  homestead,  bouwerie,  planta- 
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tion  and  security;  the  Patroons  of  Colonies  remaining  at  liberty  to 
improve  their  own  lands  as  they  think  proper,  they  being  likewise 
obhged  to  settle  their  colonists  in  the  form  of  villages. 

8. — The  Council  shall  also  provide  for  the  establishment  and  con- 
tinuance of  a  good  trade  and  commerce  in  ])rovisions  and  other 
commodities  between  New  Netherland  and  the  national  forts  in 
Brazil,  permitting  the  merchants  to  take  in  all  sorts  of  wares  there, 
and  to  Ijring  back  whatever  they  shall  deem  proper. 

9. — The  projiositions  as  they  are  drawn  shall  be  amplified  for  the 
relief  of  the  Directors  of  the  Amsterdam  Chamber  and  the  increase 
of  the  public  revenue,  without  embarrassing  the  State  or  West 
India  Company,  in  such  wise  tliat  instead  of  20,000  guildei-s  or 
thereabouts,  which  the  Amsterdam  Chamber  now  draws  annually, 
it  shall  V)e  able  to  derive  fifty  thousand  guilders  and  by  degrees  in- 
crease further  to  the  essential  advantage  of  tlie  worthy  stock- 
holders, and  to  that  end,  the  Supreme  Council  sliall  be  ^^Titten  to 
and  instructed  to  liave  the  Colonists,  or  their  Patroons,  and  the 
people  of  New  Netherland  convoked,  and  to  endeavor  to  induce 
them  to  consent  to,  assume  and  bear  the  aforesaid  charges,  causing 
them  to  collect  and  manage  the  funds  and  to  pay  the  taxes  in  such 
proportion  as  they  shall  themselves  enact. 

10. — Tlie  request  for  Freedoms  and  Exemptions  shall  be  more 
fully  examined,  with  the  considerations  moved  thereupon. 

11. — The  Council,  of  New  Netherland  shall  consist  of  a  President 
or  Director ;  a  Vice  Director  and  of  three  Councillors,  one  of  whom 
shall  be  ai)pointed  on  the  part  of  their  High  Miglitinesses  and  the 
West  India  Company,  and  the  other  two  selected  from  the  inhal)i- 
tants  of  that  country. 

12. — For  which  purpose  the  Director  and  Council  shall  be  bound  to 
call  a  meeting  of  the  Patroons  of  Colonies  or  their  agents,  and  of 
tlie  deputies  of  the  Commonalty,  to  be  held  within  the  city  of  New 
Amsterdam  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  four  qualified  persons 
from  whom  two  shall  be  selected  who  sliall  be  thereunto  qualified 
by  their  High  Mightinesses  and  those  of  the  West  India  Company. 
These  two  elected  Councillors  shall  serve  four  consecutive  years, 
but  on  the  expiration  of  the  aforesaid  four  years,  one  of  the  two 
may  by  lot  continue  two  years  more  and  the  other  retire  in  order 
to  present  two  others  in  future,  biennially,  by  a  new  nomination, 
in  manner  as  aforesaid . 

13. — The  Advocate-fiscal  shall  have  both  seat  and  vote  in  said 
Council  in  matters  not  appertaining  to  his  office. 

14. — Petrus  Stuyvesant,  the  present  Director,  shall  be  instructed 
to  return  home  and  report. 

15. — And  a  suitable  person  conversant  with  Agricultural  matters 
and  the  nature  of  soils,  shall  be  forthwith  dispatched  and  sent  by 
the  first  opportunity  to  New  Netherland  to  take  charge  of  the  lands 
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situated  on  both  sides  of  tlie  Great  North  river,  extending  south- 
erly to  the  Soutli  river,  and  northerly  to  the  Fresh  river,  with  in- 
structions based  on  the  Considerations  exhibited  conjointly  by  the 
Directors  and  the  Delegates  from  New  Netherland. 

1(). — On  the  increase  of  the  population  and  the  augmentation  of  the 
inliabitants,  a  Court  of  Justice  shall  be  established  in  the  i)rovince. 

17. — And  witliin  the  city  of  New  Amsterdam  a  municipal  govern- 
ment, consisting  of  one  Sheriff,  two  Burgomasters  and  hve  Sehepens. 

18. — JSIeanwhile  shall  the  Nine  Selectmen  continue  three  years 
longer,  and  have  jurisdiction  over  small  causes  arising  between  Man 
and  Man,  to  adjudicate  definitely  on  suits  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
fifty  guilders  and  on  higher -amounts  under  privilege  of  appeal. 

19. — All  inhabitants  now  there,  or  arriving  hereafter  in  the  coun- 
try, shall  take  an  oath  of  fidelity,  according  to  the  form  to  be  sent 
to  tlie  .Supreme  Council. 

20.— Private  vessels  proceeding  to  the  north  parts  of  America  and 
the  islands  thereabout,  shall  be  obliged  to  convey  over  all  passengers 
Who  will  present  themselves  to  be  taken  to  New  Netherland,  to  the 

number  at  least  of persons  for  every  ship  whose  burthen 

is and  more  in  ])roportion. 

21. — Finally,  the  sum  of  ttfteen  thousand  guilders  at  least  shall 
hereafter  be  annually  appropriated  from  funds  ])ointed  out  liy  the 
Delegates  from  New  Netherland,  for  the  conveyance  of  families,  or 
those  who  will  apply  themselves  to  agriculture,  and  are  not  able  to 
pay  their  passage  and  expenses.  And  for  this  purpose,  two  ships 
shall,  agreeably  to  concluded  arrangements,  be  chartered  and  pro- 
visioned, with  this  understanding,  that  double  the  expense  of  pas- 
sage and  provisions  shall  be  exacted  from  all  immigrants  who  will, 
after  the  exi)iration  of  four  years,  have  the  means  of  payment,  or 
otherwise  desire  to  quit  the  country. 


OBSERVATIONS  OF  THE  CHAMBER  AT  AMSTERDAM 
ON  THE  PRECEDING  REPORT. 


To  the  Koble  Mighty  Lords,  the  Committee  of  the  High  and  Mighty 
Lords  States  Oeneral  of  the  United  Netherlands  for  the  affairs  of 
the  West  Lulia  Company. 

The  Directors  of  the  Incorjwrated  West  India  Company  of  the 
Chamber  at  Amsterdam,  having  communication  of  the  annexed 
writing,  and  being  ordered  to  submit  their  opinion  thereon,  state, 
under  correction,  as  their  conclusion  on  the  hrst, — That  they  most 
respectfully  request  to  know  how,  and  by  what  means  it  appears  to 
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tliei^  High  Mightinesses  that  tlie  wiir  against  the  Indians  was  un- 
dertaken solely  on  the  petition  of  three  persons,  especially  as  they  the 
Directors  are  otherwise  iufoi-raed,  as  can  be  seen  Iroiu  a  certain  re- 
port sent  over  by  the  late  Director. 

2. — This  article  relates  to  tlie  statement  in  the  first. 

3.— The  trade  in  articles  of  contrabrand  has  been  alway  forbid- 
den ;  and  we  cannot  consider  it  wise  to  give  private  persons,  yet,  so 
much  latitude.  But  if  some  of  the  aforesaid  wares  must,  however, 
to  avoid  offence,  be  sold  with  a  sparing  hand,  such  shall  be  permit- 
ted by  the  Director  and  Council,  with  knowledge  of  circumstances 
and  only  wiien  necessary.  This  small  charge  is  also  wholly  unnec- 
essary, inasmuch  as  the  Indians  will  readily  purchase  guns  in  the 
spring  (a  .  12U  guilders,  and  a  pound  of  powder,  («  .  10  or  12  guilders. 

G. — Those  of  the  Colonie  Kensslaers-Wyck  must  pay  their  own 
clergyman,  and  are  busy  inciuiring  for  a  ))erson.  Xew  Amsterdam 
is  provided,  and  none  is  yet  lu'ovided  in  the  out-lying  places. 

8.— This  point  is  fully  treated  in  the  Freedoms. 

9.— The  purj)ort  of  this  article  ought  to  be  made  clearer  in  order 
to  render  it  intelligible.  In  all  cases  we  cannot  understand  how  the 
inhabitants  can  be  brought  to  bear  the  expenses,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
already  stated  that  tliey  complain  about  a  small  impost  on  beer  and 
wine,  which  is,  however,  paid  only  by  the  tapsters. 

10. — The  siibject  of  the  Freedoms  forms  a  particular  report,  which 
will  be  approved  by  us  when  tiie  copy  thereof  is  ready. 

11. — The  Council  ought  to  remain  constituted  as  lately  enacted 
by  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX.;  it  can  tiien  be  conceded,  for  tlie  sat- 
isfaction of  the  people,  that  two  of  their  number  shall  be  adjoined 
to  the  aforesaid  Council,  to  be  selected  by  the  Co:npany  here  from 
a  nomination  of  a  triple  number  to  be  previously  made  by  the  afore- 
said Commonalty. 

12. — This  article  is  co-tlependent  on  what  has  been  already  stated. 

14.— The  Directors  consider  tliis  coming  over  to  be  entirely  unne- 
cessary, unless  some  reasons  to  the  contrary  be  alleged.  And  in 
case  some  information  be  required  on  the  aftairs  in  Xew  X  ether- 
laud,  in  addition  to  what  Secretary  van  Tienhoven  can  furnish,  the 
Vice  Director  might  come  home. 

15. — They  consider  this  to  be  co-dependent  on  the  preceding. 

18. — The  judicature  ought  to  be  left  as  established,  both  in  the 
Company's  lands  and  in  the  Colonies. 

20. — This  order  is  in  regard  of  some  private  ships,  impracticable 
and  useless  for  the  Company.  Only  this  can  be  enacted,  that  all 
ships  entered  for  Xew  X'etherland  shall  be  obliged  to  convey  over 
as  many  persons  as  they  have  lasts  burthen. 

21. — So  long  as  the  Company  continues  in  its  present  straitened 
condition  and  want  of  money,  it  cannot  pledge  itself  to  these 
15,000  guilders  per  annum.    And  neither  would  the  creditors  of  the 
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Company  allow  its  money  to  be  employed  for  such  a  purpose,  whilst 

their  debts  remain  unpaid. 

indorsed : 
Remarks  of  the  West  India  Chamber  at  Amsterdam  on  the  Pro- 
visional Order  on  the  government,  preservation  and  peopling  of 
New  Netherland.    11  April,  1650. 


Provisional  order  respecting  the 
government,  preservation  and 
2)eopling  of  Neio  Neiherland. 

Messrs.  van  Aertsbergen  and 
the  other  your  High  Mighti- 
nesses' Committee  on  West  India 
affairs  having  been  for  some 
months  past  in  conference  with 
the  Directors  delegated  by  t'le 
Chamber  at  Amsterdam  and 
others  of  the  West  India  Com- 
pany on  matters  brought  before 
your  High  Miglitinesses  both  by 
the  Committee  fj  om  New  Nether- 
land  and  the  Director  there,  from 
and  on  behalf  of,  the  people,  in 
divers  written  and  verbal  remon- 
strances and  Memorials,  have  at 
the  request  of  the  Directors  of 
the  Amsterdam  Chamber  con- 
sented to  pass  over  divers  mat- 
ters contained  in  the  Great 
Remonstrance  of  the  People, 
and  to  apply  themselves  to  the 
principal  points,  on  the  expressed 
assurance  from  the  aforesaid  Di- 
rectors, that  they  would  receive 
aU  just  and  respectful  represen- 
tations. And  to  this  end,  having 
inquired  into  the  system  of  gov- 
ernment hitherto  maintained  in 
New  Netherland,  the  heavy  bur- 
dens which  the  Company  hath  in 
consequence  borne,  and  the  small 
profit  derived  therefrom,  the  im- 
peding of  the  population,  the 
neglect  in  applying  remedies  to 
errors  and  excesses;  and  con- 
sidering that  your  High  Mtghti- 

13— YoL.  y. 


Bemarks     of     the     Amsterdam 
Chamber,  11  April,  1650. 

The  Directors  of  the  West.  In- 
dia Company  Chamber  at  Am- 
sterdam being  ordered  to  make 
their  observations  on  the  annexed 
writing  state  their  opinion  there- 
upon as  it  is  here  inserted. 


The  Directors  of  the  Amster- 
dam Chamber  respectfully  deny 
tliat  they  made  the  request  men- 
tioned, but  indeed  that  they  on 
the  contrary  were  requested  to 
refute  those  people's  abusive  rep- 
resentations; who  'tis  notorious 
were  not  willing  to  subscribe 
their  written  deduction  in  pre- 
sence of  their  High  Mightinesses' 
deputies. 


The  Directors  request  proof 
wherein  or  whereby  population 
has  been  impeded  or  hindered  by 
them. 
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nesses  cannot,  and  ought  not  any 
longer  look  approvingly  on  the 
perverse  administration  of  tlie 
privileges  and  benefits  granted  by 
charter  to  the  stockholders  of  the 
AVest  India  Company,  and  that 
the  good  proposals  and  offers  snb- 
mitted  for  the  security  of  the 
Boundaries  and  population  of  the 
country  have  been  sliglited  or  oit- 
posed  by  tlie  Commissioners  of 
New  Netherland  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Chamber  at  Am- 
sterdam. 

And  Avhereas  your  High 
Mightinesses,  as  Sovereigns  over 
your  subjects,  are  well  qualified, 
nay  bound,  to  see  that  tlie  pro- 
perty of  the  latter,  still  in  a  con- 
dition to  be  saved  and  improved, 
if  no  time  be  lost  and  if  good 
care  be  taken ,  shall  not  be  allowed 
to  go  to  ruin  or  fall  into  the 
hands  of  others:  Therefore,  they, 
your  High  Mightinesses'  Com- 
mittee, are  of  opinion  that  the 
presen'ation  of  those  countries, 
and  advantages  granted  origin- 
ally by  your  High  Mightinesses, 
not  to  the  Directors  of  the  Cham- 
ber at  Amsterdam,  but  to  all  the 
Stockliolders  of  tlie  AYest  India 
Company  scattered  throughout 
the  provinces,  demand  other 
orders  than  those  issued  hereto- 
fore for  the  government  of  the 
country,  the  increase  and  estab- 
lishment of  the  population,  the 
raising  and  bearing  of  necessary 
taxes,  the  prevention  of  mischiefs 
and  general  ruin  similar  to  wliat 
have  been  bitterly  experienced 
for  a  few  years;  and  further,  for 
the  effectual  removal  of  all  sorts 
of  evils  and  troubles  which  have 
been   fully    submitted   to   your 


The  Directors  have  never  done 
anything  in  administration  and 
management  except  in  presence 
of  their  High  Mightinesses"  depu- 
ties to  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX. 

The  Commissioners  of  New 
Netherland  have  no  knowledge 
that  such  Boundary  proposals 
have  been  made :  but  it  can  be 
proved  by  all  the  letters  written 
by  tliis  Cliamber  to  Director 
Stuivesant  that  the  boundary  is 
tlierein  particularly  recom- 
mended ;  provided  it  be  approved 
by  their  High  Mightinesses. 


The  Directors  will  not  believe 
that  their  High  Mightinesses  will 
repudiate  the  administration  of 
this  Chamber,  as  it  was  accorded 
to  them  by  the  Assembly  of  the 
XIX.  in  the  presence  of  their 
High  Mightinesses  Deputies. 


These  mischiefs  have  occurred 
without  our  knowledge  and  or- 
der: and  when  we  had  advices  of 
them  we  called  the  late  Director 
Kieft  home  to  defend  himself. 
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High  Mightinesses:  And  in  or- 
der, with  that  view,  that  the 
complaints  of  the  Nation's  sub- 
jects now  heard  and  examined 
during  the  space  of  five  months, 
may  be  deferred  no  longer  by 
conferences  and  objections,  but 
be  remedied  by  good  resolutions ; 
It  is,  therefore,  concluded  that 
your  High  Mightinesses  do,  with 
the  advice  and  communication 
of  the  Directors  now  summoned 
from  all  the  Chambers  of  the 
West  India  Company,  the  major 
part  of  whom  are  in  attendance, 
permit  tlie  New  Netherland  Dele- 
gates to  return  this  season,  to 
encourage  and  animate  all  the 
inhabitants  there  to  sedulously 
attend  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil,  the  improvement,  security 
and  increase  of  the  population 
within  their  limits.  And  ac- 
cordingly that  the  offer  respect- 
ing tlie  conveyance  of  passengers 
and  farmers,  which  they  made, 
ought  to  be  speedily  accepted  and 
executed ;  and  further,  that  this 
Provisional  Order  be  enacted  and 
also  furnished  to  them  : 


These  people  are  themselves 
the  cause  of  their  delay,  as  they 
did  not  apply  to  the  proper  quar- 
ter nor  deliver  their  credentials 
before,  and  until  they  had  so- 
journed a  longtime  at  the  Hague. 


The  Directors  understand  that 
these  people  are  not  fit  to  con- 
tribute anything  to  the  popula- 
tion and  its  advancement,  inas- 
much as  they  have  set  themselves 
up  against  the  Company  and  its 
officers. 


DRAFT  OF  FREEDOMS  AND  EXEMPTIONS  FOR  NEW 
NETHERLAND. 


Freedoms  and  Exemptions  granted  and  allowed  by  the  Incorporated 
West  India  Company  to  all  those  who  shall  be  willing  to  repair  to 
New  Netherland.    Exhibited  24.  May,  1650. 

That  all  inhabitants  of  these  United  Provinces  and  other  neigh^ 
boring  countries,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  repair  to  New  Netherland  in 
the  ships  of  the  Company,  or  even  of  private  persons  trading  under 
the  Company's  commission,  on  condition  that  they  be  bound  pre- 
viously to  hand  in  their  names  to  the  Directors,  to  be  enregistered 
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and  to  agree  with  the  skippers  for  their  passage  money  and  board, 
foi-  which  purpose  the  Directors  shall  take  care  that  said  skippers 
shall  be  ordered  to  take  as  many  freemen  along  with  them  as  tliey 
can  conveniently  accommodate,  and  not  to  overcharge  them  for 
passage  money  and  board. 

Tije  aforesaid  freemen  shall  be  accepted  according  to  the  order  of 
their  application,  so  that  wiioever  conies  tirst  shall  be  accommodated 
first,  without  any  difference  ;  and  sliould  it  occur  that  more  persons 
present  themselves  than  can  be  conveyed  in  tlie  ship  or  ships  lying 
ready  to  sail,  those  remaining  shall  be  preferred  in  the  next  suc- 
ceeding vessel ;  with  this  understanding,  however,  that  it  shall  be 
done  forthwith  and  without  any  delay  in  case  those  remaining  over 
be  in  such  number  that,  with  their  passage  money  and  board,  a  ship 
can  be  freighted  and  their  maintenance  i)rovided  on  the  voyage. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  aforesaid  persons  in  New  Netherland,  they 
shall  be  allowed  and  granted  the  privilege  of  choosing  and  taking 
up,  under  quit  rent  or  as  a  fief,  sucli  ])arcels  of  land  as  they  shall  in 
any  way  be  able  to  cultivate  for  the  production  of  all  sorts  of  fruits 
and  crops  of  those  parts,  on  condition  that  they  shall  be  bound  to 
commence  the  same  within  the  year,  on  pain  of  being  again  deprived 
of  said  lands. 

Said  persons  shall  enjoy  Exemption  from  Tenths  of  all  the  afore- 
said fruits  and  crops  for  the  term  of years,  and  thence- 
forth one  additional  year's  Exemption  for  every  legitimate  child 
they  sliall  convey  thither  or  get  there. 

And  should  any  among  the  aforesaid  persons  have  an  inclination 
to  pasture  animals,  horses  or  cattle,  and  to  sup])ort  themselves  in 
that  way,  they  shall  be  shown  clean  and  good  pasture  lands,  as  far 
as  circumstances  will  in  any  wise  admit. 

And  they  shall  be  at  liberty,  gratuitously,  to  cut  and  draw,  and 
to  cause  to  be  cut  and  drawn,  from  tlie  public  forests  as  much  fire- 
wood, and  as  much  timber  as  they  shall  require  for  the  construction 
of  houses  and  vessels. 

And  they  shall  also  enjoy  freedom  of  hunting  and  fishing  in  tlie  public 
woods  and  streams,  subject  to  the  regulations  to  be  made  therein  by 
the  Director  and  Council. 

And  if  any  one  be  disposed  to  settle  on  a  spot  not  as  yet  the 
property  of  the  Company  but  belonging  to  the  natives  of  the  country, 
he  shall  be  obliged  to  satisfy  them  for  the  soil,  which  can  be  effected 
very  reasonably  and  for  a  few  trifles,  in  presence  of  some  person 
representing  the  Company. 

Whoever  will  desire  to  erect,  as  Patroon,  a  Colonic  in  New  Neth- 
erland,  shall  be  also  at  liberty  to  do  so,  and  for  that  puri)ose  to  look 
out,  either  himself  or  by  others,  according  to  circumstances;  on 
condition  that  he  declare  that  he  will  undertake  to  plant  therein 
withui  the  space  of  four  years,  after  giving  notice  to  any  of  the 
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Company's  Chambers  here,  or  to  the  Commander  or  Council  tliere, 
a  Colonie  of  one  hundred  souls  above  fifteen  years  old,  one  fourth 
part  thereof  within  the  year,  and  to  ship  hence,  within  three  years 
after  sending  out  of  the  first,  making,  in  all,  four  years,  tlie  balance 
to  tlie  full  amount  of  one  hundred  persons,  on  i«un  of  losing,  by 
notorious  neglect,  the  freedoms  obtained.  But  he  shall  be  advised 
that  tlie  Company  reserves  unto  itself  the  island  of  the  Manhattes. 

And  from  the  first  moment  that  lie  shall  have  signified  the  places 
where  he  intends  to  plant  his  Colonie,  lie  shall  be  preferred  before 
all  others  in  tlie  free  possession  of  such  lands  as  he  shall  have 
selected  there ;  but  in  case  such  places  shall  not  be  afterwards 
agreeable,  or  a  mistake  occur  in  the  choice  of  tlie  ground,  another 
opportunity  shall  be  granted  to  make  a  second  selection  upon  Re- 
monstrance having  been  previously  presented  to  the  Director  and 
Comicil. 

And  Patroons  shall  be  at  liberty,  through  their  agents,  at  the 
place  where  they  intend  to  plant  their  Colonies,  to  extend  their 
limits  four  leagues  along  the  coast,  or  on  one  side  of  a  navigable 
river,  or  two  leagues  along  both  sides  of  one  river,  and  as  far  inland 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  occupants  will  permit :  which  circum- 
stances shall  be  considered  by,  and  be  at  the  discretion  of,  the 
Director  and  Council  there  ;  but  as  regards  the  lands  situate  with- 
out the  bounds  of  the  Colonies,  the  patroons  shall  not  be  entitled 
to  claim  any  autliority  thereui)on,  on  one  pretense  or  the  other,  but 
remain  contented  with  the  lands  pointed  out  to  them,  leaving  the 
disposal  of  the  additional  lands  at  the  Company's  discretion,  either 
to  grant  them  to  other  Patroons  or  to  be,  possessed  and  cultivated 
by  ])rivate  Colonists,  in  which  case  the  Patroons  of  the  respective 
Colonies,  or  individual  occupants  shall  be  bound  to  observe  good 
neighborhood,  and  to  afford  each  other  freeoutdrift  and  issue  at  the 
nearest  place  and  smallest  expense,  appealing,  at  all  times,  in  case 
of  difference,  to  the  decision  of  the  Director  and  Council  to  be 
appointed  for  the  time  being  by  the  Company. 

All  the  lands  situate  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  together  with 
all  the  fruits,  superficies  minerals,  rivers  and  fountains  thereof,  shall 
the  Patroons  possess  forever  in  i)ropriety,  with  higli,  middle  and 
low  jurisdiction,  hunting,  fishing,  fowling  and  milling,  the  lands 
remaining  allodial :  but  the  jurisdiction  be  held  as  a  perpetual  hered- 
itary fief,  feality  and  homage  for  which,  when  it  devolves,  shall  be 
renewed  to  the  Company  by  a  pair  of  iron  gauntlets,  redeemable 
with  twenty  guilders  within  a  year  and  six  weeks. 

And  should  any  one  in  course  of  time  hap])en  to  prosper  in  his 
Colonie  to  the  degree  that  lie  would  come  to  plant  one  or  more  towns, 
he  shall  be  authorized  to  appoint  ofiicers  and  magistrates  therein, 
and  make  use  of  the  title  of  his  Colonie  according  to  the  pleasure 
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and  quality  of  the  persons,  all,  however,  with  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX. 

Venia  testandi,  or  patent  to  authorize  the  disposal  of  the  afore- 
said feudal  estate  by  will,  shall  also  be  granted  to  all  Patroons  who 
request  it. 

The  Patroons  shall  also  be  at  liberty  to  make  use  of  all  adjacent 
lands,  rivers  and  woods  of  any  use  to  them,  until  the  same  be  alloted 
by  this  Company  to  other  Patroons  or  individuals. 

Whoever  shall  send  colonists  over  shall  furnish  them  with  proper 
instructions  in  order  that  they  may  be  ruled  and  governed  both  in 
police  and  justice,  conformably  to  the  manner  of  government  in  use 
here,  which  instructions  they  shall  previously  submit  to,  and  cause 
to  be  approved  by,  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX.,  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
their  obtained  right  and  jurisdiction. 

The  Patroons  and  Colonists  wishing  to  prosecute  trade,  and  to 
send,  for  that  purpose,  any  cargoes  by  the  Company's  Ships,  shall 
pay  thereupon  the  same  duties  as  other  private  merchants ;  but  as 
regards  the  necessaries  for  the  Colonists,  and  implements  necessary 
for  agriculture,  they  may  be  conveyed  over  for  a  trifling  gratuity, 
or  even  for  nothing,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

But  in  case  it  be  not  convenient,  or  suitable  for  the  Company  to 
send  any  ships,  or  if  there  be  no  room  in  the  sailing  vessels,  then 
the  Patroons,  and  also  all  other  private  persons,  shall  be  at  liberty, 
after  having  previously  communicated  their  intention  to  the  Com- 
pany, and  obtained  its  written  consent,  to  send  thither  their  own 
ships  or  yachts,  provided  that  in  going  or  returning,  they  do  not  di- 
verge from  their  ordinary  course ;  and  give  the  Company  security 
to  that  effect,  and  take  an  assistant  along  to  be  boarded  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Patroons  or  of  the  private  individuals,  and  to  be  paid 
his  monthly  wages  by  the  Company  ;  on  pain,  if  acting  contrary,  of 
forfeiting  their  obtained  right  and  title  to  the  Colonie. 

And  whereas  it  is  the  Company's  intention  to  colonize  the  island 
of  the  Manhattes  first,  the  staple  of  all  produce  and  wares  accruing 
on  the  North  river  and  the  country  thereabout,  shall  be  provision- 
ally there,  before  they  can  be  sent  further,  with  the  exception  of 
those  which  are  naturally  useless  there,  or  cannot  be  brought  thither 
witliout  serious  damage  to  the  owners;  in  which  case,  the  owners 
thereof,  shall  be  obliged  to  give  timely  notice  in  writing  of  such 
inconvenience,  to  the  Company  here,  or  to  the  Director  and  Coun- 
cil there,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  remedied  as  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  shall  appertain. 

All  Patroons,  colonists  and  inhabitants  of  New  Netherland,  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  sail  to,  and  trade  along  the  entire  coast  from  Florida 
unto  Newfoundland,  i)rovided  they  return  with  all  the  goods  they 
obtain  in  barter,  first  to  the  island  of  the  Manhattes,  and  pay  five 
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per  cent  duty  to  the  Company,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  be  sent  thence 
to  the  aforesaid  countries  after  proper  inventory  of  all  the  cargo. 

Said  Patroons,  colonists  and  inhabitants,  shall  be  also  at  liberty 
to  trade  their  goods  obtained  there,  everywhere  on  the  coast  of  New 
Netherland  and  parts  circumjacent  thereunto,  for  all  sorts  of  mer- 
chandise to  be  met  with  there,  conditioned  that  such  traders  shall 
be  obliged  to  bring  to  the  island  of  the  Manhattes,  if  it  be  anywise 
possible,  all  the  goods  that  they  will  be  able  to  procure,  in  order  that 
Company's  dues  may  be  paid,  and  further  that  said  goods  be  sent 
by  the  ships  hither,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Director  and  Coun- 
cil, or  of  their  agents ;  or  if  they  come  to  this  country,  without 
such  having  been  done,  that  they  be  discharged,  with  the  Company's 
knowledge,  under  proper  inventory  and  payment  of  the  duty  accrued 
thereon,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  said  goods  or  the  value  thereof. 

The  Company  promises  that  it  will  not  take  from  the  service  of 
the  Patroons  any  colonists,  whether  man  or  women,  son  or  daugh- 
ter, man  servant  or  maid  servant ;  and  should  any  desire  the  same, 
that  it  will  not  receive,  much  less  permit  them  to  leave  the  service 
of  their  Patroon  for  that  of  another,  except  by  previously  written 
consent  of  their  Patroon  ;  and  this  during  such  term  of  years  as  they 
are  bound  to  their  Patroon ;  at  the  expiration  w^hereof ,  the  Patroons 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  cau.se  the  colonists,  who  may  be  unwilling  to 
continue  in  their  service,  to  be  brought  hither,  to  be  then  for'the 
first  time  restored  to  their  freedom ;  and  should  any  colonist  run 
away  to  another  Patroon,  or  resume  his  freedom  in  violation  of  his 
contract,  the  Company  also  promises  to  have  him,  as  far  as  lies  in 
its  power,  surrendered  into  the  hands  of  his  Patroon  or  his  Commis- 
sary, to  be  there  proceeded  against  according  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  ciise,  agreeably  to  the  practice  and  uses  of  this  country. 

An  appeal  sliall  lie,  conformably  to  the  custom  of  these  countries, 
to  the  Company's  Director  and  Council  in  New  Netherland,  or  to 
such  government  as  shall  be  established  there,  from  all  definitive  j  udg- 
ments  pronounced  by  the  courts  of  the  Patroons,  exceeding  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  guilders,  or  such  as  attach  infamy  ;  and,  also,  from 
all  judgments,  in  criminal  cases  on  ordinary  prosecutions. 

Whosoever,  whether  Colonists  of  Patroons  for  their  Patroons,  or 
Freemen  for  themselves,  or  other  individuals  for  their  masters, 
shall  discover  shores,  bays  or  other  places  suitable  for  fisheries,  or 
for  the  erection  of  salt-ponds,  may  take  possession  thereof  and  work 
them  as  their  own  absolute  property  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others. 
And  the  Patroons  of  Colonists  are  allowed  to  send  ships  along  the 
Coast  of  New  Netherland  for  the  fishing  of  cod,  and  to  ])roceed 
with  their  catch  directly  to  Italy  or  other  neutral  countries,  on  con- 
dition of  paying  the  Company  in  such  case  six  guilders  per  last 
duty :  and  should  they  touch  here  with  their  cargo,  they  shall  be 
free  [to  continue  their  voyage]  but  they  shall  not,  under  pretext  of 
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tliis,  or  the  Company's  consent  carry  any  other  wares  to  Italy  on 
pain  of  arbitrary  punishment,  the  Company  I'emaining'  at  liberty  to 
place  a  supercargo  on  board  of  each  ship. 

The  aforesaid  Colonists  and  free  men  shall  also  be  at  liberty  to 
export  and  convey  all  tlie  products  and  croi)s  of  the  country  in  their 
own,  or  in  chartered  ships  free  of  duty,  to  Brazil  and  other  ]ilaces 
situate  in  the  "West  India  Company's  territory,  the  coast  of  Guinea 
excepted. 

But  they  shall  be  bound  to  pay  the  same  duties  as  the  inhabitants 
of  this  country  on  the  returns  which  they  will  obtain  for  them  in 
trade  and  import  into  New  Netherland  or  here ;  l)ut  on  Negroes 
they  shall  not  pay  more  than  20  guilders  per  head. 

And  in  case  it  hajipen  that  the  ships  of  the  aforesaid  Colonists 
and  Freemen  should  in  going  or  returning  overpower  any  Portu- 
guese prizes,  tliey  shall  be  obliged  to  convey  them  forthwith  either 
to  Brazil,  or  New  Netherland,  or  to  this  country,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive the  benefit  thereof  and  that  they  be  declared  good  prizes,  on 
such  duty  as  is  paid  by  other  inhabitants  of  this  country. 

And  in  case  any  of  the  Colonists  should  by  his  industry  and  dili- 
gence happen  to  discover  any  minerals,  precious  stones,  crystals, 
marble  or  such  like,  also,  any  pearl  fishery,  the  same  shall  remain 
the  property  of  the  Patroon  or  Patroons  of  all  such  Cohmie,  on  con- 
dition of  allowing  the  finder  such  reward  as  the  Patroons  shall  have, 
beforehand,  stipulated  with  such  colonist  by  contract;  and  the 
Patroons  shall  be  exempt  from  all  sucli  recognition  to  the  Company 
for  the  term  of  eight  years,  and  jiay  for  bringing  them  hither  only 
two  percent.:  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  aforesaid  eight  years, 
for  duty  and  freight,  the  eighth  part  of  what  they  may  be  worth  in 
this  country. 

The  Comi)any  will  request  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords  States 
General  of  the  United  Netlierlands  to  take  all  Patroons,  colonists 
and  inhabitants,  whether  free  or  bond,  under  their  protection  in 
like  manner  as  the  Company,  as  far  as  it  lies  in  its  power,  is  doing ; 
and  accordingly  promises  to  assist  in  defending  as  far  as  it  will  be 
able,  with  the  force  it  hath  there,  the  aforesaid  Patroons,  colonists 
and  others  against  all  foreign  war  and  violence,  on  condition  that 
said  persons  shall,  on  such  occurrence,  properly  defend  themselves; 
for  which  purpose  every  male  person  going  over  there  shall  be 
obliged  to  i)rovide  himself  at  his  own  expense,  with  a  firelock  or 
musket  of  the  usual  calibre. 

The  Patroons  and  Colonists,  shall  also,  particularly  endeavor  to 
devise,  in  the  speediest  manner,  some  means  among  tiiemselves 
whereby  tliey  will  be  able  to  support  a  Clergyman  and  School- 
master, that  the  service  of  God  and  zeal  for  religion  may  not  grow 
cool  among  them ;  and  they  shall  provide  at  first  for  a  comforter  of 
the  sick  there. 
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The  Company  reserves  unto  itself  all  great  and  small  tithes,  all 
waifs  and  esti'jiys,  the  right  of  establisliing  mints,  highways  and 
forts,  declaring  war  and  making  peace,  all  wildernesses,  ])lanting 
cities,  towns  and  churches,  and  all  according  to  tlie  Charter  and 
under  the  supreme  sovereign  rule  of  the  High  and  Miglity  Lords 
States  General  of  the  LTnited  Netherlands:  and  that,  saving  un- 
changed and  undiminished  whatever  is  heretofore  granted  to  the 
Patroons  in  tlie  matter  of  high,  middle  and  low  jurisdiction. 

Accordingly,  the  Company  shall  appoint  and  keep  there  a  Direct- 
or, competent  councillors,  officers  and  otlier  ministers  of  justice, 
for  the  protection  of  the  good,  and  the  punislniient  of  tlie  wicked ; 
which  governor  and  council,  now,  or  hereafter  to  be,  appointed  by 
tlie  Company,  sliall  take  cognizance,  in  the  first  instance,  of  affairs 
appertaining  to  tlie  freedom,  dignity,  domain,  finance  and  rights  of 
the  General  West  India  Company  ;  of  the  complaints  which  any 
one,  as  well  strangers,  neiglibors  of  the  aforesaid  countries  as  in- 
habitants thereof,  may  make  in  cases  of  privilege,  innovation  or 
disuetude  of  customs,  uses,  statutes  or  descents;  with  power  to 
declare  the  same  corrupt  and  to  abrogate  them  as  vicious,  if  such 
should  be  found  equitable;  of  matters  appertaining  to  minor  chil- 
dren, widows,  orplians  and  other  unfortunate  persons  wlio  complain 
first  to  the  Council  in  order  to  obtain  justice :  of  all  contracts  or 
obligations:  lioldiug  jirerogative  jurisdiction,  of  personal  property, 
possession  of  benefices,  fiefs,  of  crimen  lesse  majestatis.  of  religion, 
and  of  criminal  cases  and  excesses  being  prescribed  and  unchal- 
lenged :  and  may  by  prevention  receive  all  ])ersons  to  be  purged  of 
matters  brought  in  accusation  against  them  there,  and  generally 
take  cognizance  of,  and  administer  law  and  justice  in  evei-y  case 
affecting  the  dignity  of  the  Company. 

Thus  done  by  the  Committee  of  the  General  Incorporated  West 
India  Company  in  the  Hague  tlie 

The  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands  having  seen  and 
considered  the  preceding  Freedoms  and  Exemptions,  have  ajiproved 
and  ratified,  as  their  High  Mightinesses  do  hereliy  approve  and 
ratify  the  same.  Requiring  and  ordering  the  Director  and  Council 
of  New  Netherland  to  regulate  and  conduct  themselves  agreeably 
thereunto.  Done  at  the  Assembly  of  the  aforesaid  States  General, 
etc. 
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TRANSLATION  OF  NEWS  FROM  NEW  ENGLAND,  1650. 


The  Governor  of  New  Netlierland  has  been  received  and  treated 
like  a  Prince  wherever  he  passed ;  for  which  he  expressed  himself 
very  grateful.  On  arriving  at  the  Court  of  the  New  England  Com- 
missioners, he  meant  that  the  matters  in  dispute  should  be  discussed 
and  debated  tliere  ;  wherefore  his  Honor  submitted  divers  cliarges 
and  grievances.  He  particularly  asserted  the  Boundary  to  extend 
from  Cai>e  Cod  to  the  Fresli  River  and  so  forth,  and  dwelt  on  the 
iisurpation  of  territory,  lands,  «fec  ;  but  they  answered  him  that  they 
had  not  come  to  question  or  to  be  questioned ;  excusing  themselves 
and  declining  liis  i^remises  as  they  could  not  admit  of  such  pretensions 
which,  as  far  as  they  were  concerned,  were  mere  idle  talk  without 
proof.  They  finally  drew  and  got  him  so  far  along  by  a  sweet  and 
right  subtile  line,  in  oider,  ho\vbeit,to  reach  the  matter  itself,  that 
they  have  mutually  referred  their  ditferences  about  boundaries,  &c., 
to  four  Arbitrators.  Tlie  English  chose  their  own  people,  and  in- 
stead of  Dutchmen  the  Governor  of  New  Netherland  named  Mr. 
Willett  and  George  Baxter,  two  Englishmen.  The  matter  remain- 
ing under  their  consideration,  and  the  English  meanwhile,  continu- 
ing to  entertain  and  treat  him  like  a  Prince,  knowing  that  he  was 
l)leased  therewith,  tlie  decision  of  the  Arbitrators  finally  followed, 
to  wit :  not  only  were  tlie  aforesaid  Governor's  pretensions  declared 
null  and  of  rio  avail,  but  the  English  limits  are  four  leagues  West 
of  Greenwich,  and  are  to  include  Greenwich;  the  remainder  is  to 
constitute  New  Netherland.  Thus  East  of  the  Manhattans,  the 
limits  of  New  Netherland  will  be  about  four  leagues,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  that,  from  Oysterbay  east  on  Long  Island,  is  to  be  New 
England, and  west,  New  Netherland.  The  English  lay  claim  to  the 
South  river  against  wliich  the  Dutcli  Governor  warmly  protested, 
but  the  Englisli  have  answered  that  they  should  persist  in,  and  re- 
tain possession  of  what  they  claim.  In  fine,  it  looks  as  if  everything 
would  shortly  be  English,  for  experience  shows  that  the  boundary 
line  four  leagues  west  of  Greenwich  encroaches  as  it  goes  into  the 
interior  of  the  country  and  that  the  English  will  in  a  short  time  be 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Orange  and  the  trade.  The  Dutch 
Governor  is  absolutely  stripi)ed  of  the  Fresh  river  and  New  Haven, 
especially  and  particularly  of  New  Haven,  on  which  he  declares  he 
has  not,  nor  ever  had,  any  pretensions.  And  then  his  former  various 
protests  and  menaces  were  read  to  him,  and  among  the  rest,  his  letter 
that  the  blood  should  be  on  their  own  lieads,  which  he  denied,  say- 
ing :  that  such  was  an  error  of  his  Secretary.  The  English  will  not 
trouble  him,  at  present,  respecting  the  capture  of  Westenhuysen's 
ship  which  lay  at  New  Haven  and  was  confiscated  by  the  Dutch 
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Governor,  as  he  has  requested,  and  obtained  from  the  English  Com- 
missioners, permission  to  pass  and  repass.  But  time  will  tell  what 
circumstances  will  bring  about  on  the  next  opportunity,  for  the 
Commissioners  have  given  Westenhuysen  a  writing  under  their 
hand  that  the  Dutch  Governor  has  not,  and  never  had  any  claim  to 
New  Haven.  Moreover,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Colonies  a  firm  alli- 
ance was  entered  into  between  both  Nations,  the  English  and  the 
Dutch,  to  the  effect  that  they  shall  help  to  defend  each  other,  as 
good  neighbors,  against  all  enemies,  and  mutually  entertain  good 
correspondence  and  trade,  the  Indian  trade  excepted,  which  remains 
unchanged  ;  also,  the  Dutch  Governor  shall  be  at  liberty  to  assist  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Commissioners.  The  English  declare  that  they 
have  nothing  to  do  with  Rhode  Island,  therefore  the  Governor  may 
seek  satisfaction  as  best  he  can  for  the  prize  permitted  there. 
"When  the  four  Arbitrators  abovementioned  had  made  their  report, 
and  it  was  brought  to  the  ears  of  the  Governor,  he  made  a  great 
complaint  against  his  two  chosen  agents,  crying  out :  I've  been 
betrayed;  I've  been  betrayed!  Which  hearing,  some  of  the  Eng- 
lish who  were  waiting  outside,  supposed  that  he  had  run  mad,  and 
were  disposed  to  go  and  fetch  people  to  tie  him.  It  seems  he  never 
imagined  that  such  hard  pills  Avould  be  given  him  to  digest.  New 
England  is  thoroughly  united  with  the  Dutch  Governor  to  her 
satisfaction  and  is  well  content  with  him;  speaks  of  him  in  terms 
of  great  praise,  especially  because  he  is  so  liberal  and  hath  allowed 
himself  to  be  entrapped  by  her  courtesy  and  hath  conceded  Green- 
wich. Valid,  perfect  copies,  and  verification  of  tlie  whole  have 
been  made  and  the  Governor  with  his  two  Commissioners  hath 
subsciibed  the  entire  negotiation.  But  as  regards  the  surrender  of 
Greenwich  and  the  other  limits  concluded  upon,  he  hath  voted  and 
signed  as  Governor,  subject,  however,  tothe  approbation  of  his 
Council,  under  promise  to  persuade  them  thereunto  as  much  as 
possible. 

Finally,  'tis  resolved  to  send  the  aforesaid  Treaty  to  the  West 
India  Company,  the  States  and  the  Parliament,  in  order  that  it  may 
be  ratified  as  early  a  possible. 

J£xtract  of  the  resolutions  of  New  England^  translated  from  the  English. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  the  ship  St.  Beninio,  com- 
manded by  Mr.  WiUielm  Westerhuysen  came  to  trade,  and  was 
about  three  years  ago  taken  out  of  the  harbor  of  New  Haven,  which 
is  a  part  of  New^  England,  granted  by  patent  from  the  King  of 
England,  received  by  the  English  and  actually  settled  by  them,  and 
no  part  of  New  Netherland.  So  that  on  what  pretense  or  by  what 
order  the  abovementioned  seizure  was  made,  vi'e  the  Commissioners 
of  the  United  Colonies  of  New  England  leave  to  the  consideration 
of  each  and  every,  before  whom  the  matter  may  come  in  suit ;  the 
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Governor  of  New  Netherhmd  acknowledging  that  such  was  not 
done  under  i)retenee  of  having  a  chiim  to  that  phice.  Dated  at 
Hartford,  the  23"^  of  September,  IGoO,  Augustan  style. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  HOPKINS,  president, 

SIMON  BRASSTER, 
WILL  HALKORNE, 
PIIILPP:  PRENCE, 
JOHN  PROWNE, 
GE.  IIAYNES, 
THEOPll:  ETSON, 
STEPSEN  GOOD JE ARE, 
(Lower  down  was): — 

Agrees  with  the  Original. 

DOUGHTY. 

Some  agreement  was  also  to  be  entered  into  with  the  Swedes  on 
the  Soutli  river;  but  all  the  particulars  thereof  have  not  transpired. 
They  remain  in  the  West  India  Company's  Chamber  at  Amsterdam. 
These  Swedes,  as  the  Remonstrance  will  show,  are  not  lawfully  in 
possession,  but  have  merely 'purchased  what  they  hold  there,  from 
some  subjects  of  this  State,  who  in  our  oimiion  could  not  alienate 
the  supreme  jurisdiction  or  sovereignty.     Pro  memoria. 

The  above  extracts  and  cojjies,  as  far  as  the  transcripts  are  con- 
cerned, are  ui)on  collation,  foimd  punctually  and  substantially  to 
to  agree  with  the  respective  originals,    xxi''  April,  l()o2.     Hague. 
(()uod  artirmo. 
(Signed)  M.  BEECKMAN,  Not.  Pub.  1652. 


ANSWER  OF  ENGLAND  TO  THE  PROPOSAL  OF  THE 

DUTCH  FOR  FREE  TRADE  AND  ,-ETTLEMENT 

UP  THE  NEW  NETHERLAND  BOUNDARY. 


JExtract  from  the  XXXVI articles ^  submitted  to  the  Couticil  of  State 
of  the  lieinMic  of  Eiajland.    21  February,  1652. 

11,  The  inhabitants  and  subjects  of  the  aforesaid  Republic  of 
England,  and  of  the  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  shall 
sail  and  trade  to  the  Carribee  Islands  and  to  Virginia,  free  and 
unmolested,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  have  hitherto  resorted  to 
and  traded  with  these  ])laces.  without  any  distinction  as  to  whether 
those  islands  and  places  were  first  or  last  occu]iied  or  possessed  by 
tlie  inhabitants  and 'subjects  of  the  aforesaid  Republic,  or  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  any  prohibition  puplished  or  promulgated  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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12  And  with  a  view,  in  like  manner,  to   maintain  friendship, 

peace  and  good  neigliborliood  between  both  the  Nations  aforesaid 

on  tlie  Continent  of  Xortli  America,  a  just,  certain  and  immovable 

Boundary  line  there  shall  be  settled  and  determined  as  soou  as 

possible. 

Extract. 

The  Councell  hath  considered  the  Thirty  six  Articles  exhibited 

by  your  Lordships  to  their  Commission''*  the  ^[  February,  and 

have  returned  answer  thereunto  in  the  following  particulars— 

^  IL  For  answere  to  the  Eleventh  wee  say.  That  the  people  of  the 

Commonwealth  of  England  having  beene  alwayes  strictly  forbidden 

Trade  in  all  Plantations  &  places  belonging  to  the  people  of  the 

United  Provinces  that  are  not  within  the  Netherlands;  Wee  shall 

acquiesce  therein  and  sliall  therefore  forbeare  tosayle  or  trade  with 

any  of  their  plantations  abroad  ;  and  shall  not  interrupt  or  disturbe 

them  in  their  sayling  to  them.— And  as  for  their  tradeing  to  any  of 

the  English  plantations  it  is  forbidden  by  the  late  Act  for  Encrease 

of  the  Navigation  of  this  Nation,  from  which  wee  thinke  not  fit  to 

recede. 

12.  To  the  Twelfth  wee  say  that  the  English  were  the  First 
Planters  of  the  Northerne  firme  land  of  America,  and  have  plan- 
tations there  from  tlie  Southermost  i)art  of  Virginia  in  thirtie  seven 
degrees  of  North  latitude,  to  Newfoundland  in  Fiftie  two  degrees ; 
and  not  knowing  of  any  plantarion  of  the  Is^  etherlanders  there, 
save  a  small  number  u})  in  Hudson's  liiver,  Wee  thinke  it  not  nec- 
essary at  i)resent  to  settle  the  limits,  which  may  be  done  hereafter 
in  convenient  tyme. 

These  things  wee  have  thought  fit  to  Exhibite  to  yo--  Excellencies, 
upon  those  things  you  propounded  in  yC  paper  of  Thirtie  six 
articles.  What  remaynes  furtlier  to  be  offered  on  your  part  for 
consurnating  the  treaty  shaU  in  convenient  tyme  bealsoe  exhibited 
to  yo"'  Excellencies. 
Signed  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Councell  of  State  appoint- 
ed by  authority  of  Parlament. 

(sd)  J'.  LISLE  president 

Whitehall. 

Jo  March  1654 
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RESOLUTION    OF     THE    STATES    GENERAL    ON    THE 
PROJECTED  INVASION  OF  NEW  NETHERLAND. 


Tuesday,  3^  September,  1652. 
Whereas  their  High  ;Mightinesses  are  certainly  informed  that 
New  Netherlaiid  is  in  great  danger  and  imminently  exposed  to  in- 
vasion, suprisal  and  to  the  besieging  of  the  cities  and  fortresses 
there,  by  the  English,  it  is,  therefore,  upon  consideration  resolved 
and  concluded  that  a  letter  be  written  to  the  presiding  Chamber  of 
the  West  India  Company  of  this  countiy,  to  notifiy  the  Director, 
his  council  and  those  of  the  government  of  the  Commonalty  in  New 
Netherland  aforesaid  thereof,  and  earnestly  recommend  them  to 
garrison,  provision  and  complete  the  fortresses  in  New  Amsterdam 
and  elsewhere  in  the  speediest  and  strongest  manner,  also  to  muster 
their  militia  and  other  forces  in  as  large  a  number  as  in  anywise 
possible,  and  to  be  generally  on  the  alert,  for  the  obviating  of  all 
dreaded  misfortunes. 


DIVISION     OF     THE     BOUNDARY     IN     AMERICA, 

BETWEEN  THE  WEST  INDIA  COMPANY 

AND    THE    ENGLISH. 


fith  AfoVE.MBER,  1653. 

•West  Lidia  Company  to  the  States  General. 

[L.  S.] 

To  the    High  and    Might]/  Lords   States    General    of   the    United 
Netherlands. 

The  Directors  of  the  Incorporated  West  India  Company  now 
present  representing  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX.  met  here  at. the 
Hague,  most  respectfully  submit :  That  the  English  nation 
bordering  on  our  territory  of  New  Netherland  on  the  North,  have 
for  some  years  been  endeavoring  by  undue  practices  and  means  to 
invade,  on  unfounded  pretences,  our  lands  and  jurisdiction;  many 
protests  have  been  made  against  such  proceedings,  but  remarking 
that  they,  relying  on  their  numbers,  having  more  people  than  we, 
and  we  being  apprehensive  of  further  invasions  from  time  to  time, 
in  order  to  obviate  all  troubles  between  them  and  us,  the  Directors 
had  resolved  to  instruct  their  Governor  to  employ  all  means,  to  in- 
duce that  nation  by  all  fair  offers  to  come  to  a  neighborly,  good 
correspondence  and  provisional  settlement  of  tlie  Boundary,  which 
order  he  hath  obeyed,  and  accordingly,  so  far  succeeded  that  the 
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Englisli  consented  to  confer  thereupon  with  our  Governor  wliicli 
conterence  also  followed.  ' 

On  the  invitation  of  that  English  nation  of  New  England  the 
Governor  did,  in  the  year  1650,  proceed  to  Hartford,  and  attend  the 
Meetmg  of  their  deputies,  called  for  that  purpose,  wl.ere,  in  friendlv 
negotiation,  a  provisional  Boundary  was  agreed  upon,  subject  to  the 
api,roval  of  their  respective  superiors,  as  your  High  Mightinesses 
can  see  by  the  extract  of  Governor  Stuyvesant's  despatch  dated 
2b-  Isovember  1650.     Since  that  time  the  aforesaid  Directors  had 
requested  your  Higii  Mightinesses,  to  instruct  Mess-  Cats  and 
others    your  High  Mightinesses'  extraordinary  ambassadors    on 
their  departure  for  England,  to  ratify,  in  the  negotiation  with  the 
government  of  England,  this  boundary  line,  which  we  doubt  not 
would  be  done,  had  not  God  the  Lord  been  pleased,  on  account  of 
our  sms,  to  cut  short  for  a  time,  the  thread  of  that  negotiation  and 
we  are  now  informed  that  some  extraordinary  ambassadors  have 
gone  thither,  to  renew  negotiations,  whereunto  the  Almightv  will 
grant  h,s  gracious  blessing  for  his  honor  and  the  welfare  of  these 
countries,  the  aforesaid  Directors  ex-officio,  could  not  omit  humblv 
praying  your  High  Mightinesses,  that  the  aforesoid  extraordinarV 
ambassadors  may  be  intrusted  in  their  commission  with  this  set 
tlement  of  the  boundary,  not  only  as  regards  those  of  New  England 
bordering  on  our  territory  on  tlie  North,  who  are  now  agitating  unl 
founded  questions,  doubtless  by  order  of  tiie  government  of  England 
but  also  on  the  other  side,  to  the  South,  with  the  English  of  Vir' 
gmia.    Although  these  exhibit,  as  yet,  every  inclination  to  continue 
good  neighborly  correspondence  and  commerce  with  us  we  never 
theless,  doubt  not  but  your  High  Mightinesses  will,  in  vour  eus' 
tomaiy  protound  wisdom,  conclude  how  extremely  necessary  it  is 
that  those  boundaries  be  settled  once  for  all,  to  the  end  that  our 
nation  already  inhabiting  those  parts,  may  remain  assured  of  life 
and  property  and  many  people  be  induced  thereby,  in  consequence 
of  such  security,  to  remove  thither.    And  whereas,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  every  person  conversant  with  the  subject,  that  this  country  can 
m  a  few  years,  derive  from  New  Netherland  many  necessaries  of 
use  here,  which  we  omit  so  as  not  to  trouble  vour  Hi-h  Mi-hti 
nesses  with  prolixity,  we  therefore,  finally,  once  more  humbly ^ray 
and  beseech,  what  is  hereinbefore  stated,  and  that  the  premises  mav 
be  commended  to  Mess^^  the  extraordinary  ambassadors  agrerble 
to  the  draft  of  the  division  of  the  boundaiy  hereunto  annexed 
Which  doing,  etc. 

(Signed)  AB:  WILMERDONX, 

ISAACK  VAN  BEEK. 
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Description  of  the  Boundaries  of  Hew  Nctherland. 

New  Netiieklaxd,  lying  in  the  Northern  part  of  America,  in 
Latitude  4U  degrees  nortli  of  the  Equator,  was  frequented  by  tlie 
subjects  of  the  United  Provinces loug  before  the  High  and  Mighty 
Lords  States  General  had  granted  the  West  India  Company  a 
Charter  not  only  further  to  explore  and  trade  at  tliat  quarter  and 
Coast,  as  was  done  by  individuals  before  the  Charter,  but  to  take 
possession,  to  inhabit  and,  as  circumstances  permitted,  to  people 
the  country. 

Immediately  after  obtaining  the  Charter,  the  Hon'''"'  Directors 
sent  divers  ships  to  New  Netherland  with  people  and  cattle,  whicli 
people,  being  for  the  most  part  servants  of  .the  aforesaid  Company, 
purchased  many  and  various  lands ;  among  others,  on  the  North 
(alias  Maurice)  river,  Staten  island,  Pavonia,  Hoboocken,  Nut 
Island  and  the  Island  of  Manhattans  with  many  other  lands  there- 
abouts; on  which  Island  of  Manhattans  was  built  Fort  Amsterdam 
and  subsequently  the  City  of  Amsterdam.  A  very  extensive  tract 
of  country  was  also  i)urcliased  from  the  Natives,  being  ^Slahikanders, 
36  leagues  up  the  North  river,  where  Fort  Orange  was  founded  on 
behalf  of  the  Company,  and  afterwards  the  Colonie  of  Rense- 
laerswyk. 

From  the  Southern  Indians  a  large  tract  of  land,  called  Swanen- 
daal,  was  purchased  on  the  West  Shore  of  the  South  bay,  not  far 
from  Cape  Hindlopen,  and  taken  possession  of  by  the  building  of  a 
small  fort,  where  2.s  men  were,  one  day,  treacherously  murdered  by 
the  Indians.  On  the  East  bank  of  the  South  river  is  built  Fort 
Nassau,  and  on  the  West  bank,  the  Redoubt  Beversreede,  situate 
at  the  Schuylkil.  These  above  described  lands,  forts  and  rivers 
were  taken  possession  of,  inhabited,  built,  traded  at  and  frequented 
on  the  account  of  the  abovementioned  Company,  and  the  same  is 
continued  up  to  this  date. 

In  the  year  1633,  Wolter  van  Twiller,  at  the  time  Director  in  New 
Netherland,  purchased  the  territory  called  Conittekock,  situate  on 
the  Fresh  River  of  New  Netherland,  long  before  any  other  Christian 
Nation  had  been  there.  Van  Twiller,  immediately  after  the  sale, 
payment  and  conveyance,  caused  possession  to  be  taken  of  that 
land,  and  there  for  the  account  of  the  Company  had  Fort  Hope 
built,  which  is  continually  to  this  date  occupied  by  a  garrison  who 
also  made  a  bouwerie  there  and- cultivated  the  soil. 

This  aforesaid  land,  called  by  the  Natives  Conitte  kock,  lies  about 
20  to  21  leagues  up  the  river,  being  situate  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Chief  Sequeen,  which  Chief  or  Sakima  was,  in  his  time,  Lord  and 
right  owner  of  the  entire  river  and  the  lands  thereabouts.  But  inas- 
much as  a  dithculty  arose  between  the  Chief  of  tlie  Pequatoos, 
named  Meantioni  and  the  Sequeen,  respecting  the  jurisdiction  and 
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propriety  of  said  river,  these  Sakimas  or  Chiefs  agreed  to  meet  and 
fight  in  the  field,  each  with  his  entire  force,  on  condition  that  whoso 
remained  conqueror  should,  himself  and  his  successors  be  and 
remain  forever,  Lord  and  right  owner  of  said  Fresh  river.  After 
three  several  pitched  battles  Meantinomy,  Chief  of  the  Pequatoos, 
remained  the  victor,  and  the  8equeen,  so  beaten  and  defeated  that 
he  is  become  subject  to  the  Pequatoos,  with  whose  consent  lie  and 
his  rem-aining  people  repaired  under  the  i)rotection  of  tlie  Dutcli, 
and  for  greater  security,  the  Sequeen  and  his  tribe  on  the  Conitte 
Cock,  went  to  dwell  close  by  Fort  H<)i)e,  which  is  also  expressly 
conditioned  in  tlie  i)urchase  of  Conitte  kock,  as  can  be  proved  by 
Sonquassen  the  son  of  the  late  Sequeen,  wlio  is  still  living. 

Tills  land  Conittekock  was  purchased  from  the  Pequatoos  as  con- 
querors, with  the  free  will  and  consent  of  the  Sequeen,  who  as  well 
as  Meantinomy  aforesaid  lawfully  conceded  all  the  right  he  possessed, 
to  the  Company,  so  that  tlie  Hou'^''^  Directors  aforementioned  have 
acquired  tlieir  right  to  this  Country  and  jurisdiction  from  the  Na- 
tives and  just  proprietors,  by  purchase,  free  conveyance  and  payment. 

Conittekock  which  is  a  very  extensive  and  beautiful  flat,  extend- 
ing along  the  river  and  so  inland  iu  a  westerly  direction,  is  sit- 
uate on  the  West  bank  of  the  Fresh  river.  In  Spring  'tis  daily 
overflowed  back  to  the  hill  in  consequence  of  the  rising  of  the  river, 
like  the  Nile. 

In  the  year  1G35  one  Mr.  Pinsen  established  a  trading  house  and 
plantation  on  said  Fresh  river  about  Fort  Hope,  against  which  Di- 
rector Twiller  protested  through  one  Andries  Hudde,  in  the  name 
of  the  Company. 

The  English  i)roceeding,  notwithstanding,  have  founded  about 
a  small  gunshot  from  Fort  Hope,  tlie  town  called  Hertfoort,  and 
other  settlements  on  the  Company's  purchased  lands,  contrary  to 
previous  protests;  so  that  the  English  of  Hertfoort  left  to  Fort 
Hope  scarcely  ground  enough  to  supply  the  corn  and  vegetables 
necessary  for  the  people  of  said  fort ;  of  those  lands  they  robbed 
the  Company  by  force,  contrary  to  all  public  law. 

Apprehensive  that  they  miglit  experience  hereafter  some  incon- 
venience on  account  of  the  aforementioned  proceedings,  tlie  English 
of  Hertfoort  sent  down  three  deputies  to  enter  into  some  arrange- 
ment with  the  Director  of  New  Netherland,  with  which  view  they 
submitted  some  points,  whereof  the  Governor  of  Hertfoort  w^as  to 
communicate  the  ratification  ;  this  has  not  been  done  to  this  date, 
and  tlie  difference  has  remaii.ed  in  statu  quo. 

We  liave,  thus  far,  spoken  of  the  right  whereby  the  aforesaid 
West  India  Company,  in  virtue  of  the  Charter,  liave  taken  posses- 
sion of  those  lands,  to  wit:  by  its  lawful  and  voluntary  sale  and 
conveyance  by  the  natives,  which  can  be  proved  by  Christians  and 
Indians  still  living. 
14— Vol.  V. 
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Havinff  lieretofore  mentioned  the  lands  which  the  Hon'''^'  Directors 
caused  to  be  purchased  by  tl)eir  servants  on  the  South  bay  near 
Cape  Hindlopen,  on  both  sides  of  tlie  Soutli  river,  on  the  North  bay, 
the  North  river,  and  on  the  Fresh  river,  whereof  they  took  posses- 
sion by  forts  and  hamlets,  long  before  any  Christian  nation  had 
settled  on  said  lands;  which  places  have,  since  the  origin  of  the 
Company,  continued  garrisoned  at  its  expense,  unto  this  day— 

We  shall  now  state  how  long  and  how  wide  the  limits  of  New 
Netherland  can  be  asserted  along  the  cast,  inasmuch  as  it  has  been 
discovered  and  frequented  by  the  Dutch  nation,  in  virtue  of  the 
abovementioned  charter,  long  before  any  of  the  English  visited  that 
coast,  as  can  be  demonstrated  by  old  maps  whereon  the  islands, 
bays  and  rivers  stand  recorded  by  Dutch  names. 

The  limits  of  New  Netherland,  as  claimed  then,  would  be  from 
Cape  Hindlopen,  on  the  south,  to  Cape  Cod,  on  the  east,  including 
therein  Long  Island,  situate  right  in  front  of  New  Netlierland, 
whence  it  is  separated  by  an  arm  of  the  sea,  called  the  East  River, 
whicli  begins  at  Coney  Island,  in  tlie  North  bay  of  the  North  river, 
and  runs  again  into  the  sea  at  tlie  eastward,  near  Fisher's  Island, 
opi»osite  the  Pequatoos  river,  together  witli  all  other  bays,  rivers  and 
islands  situate  westward  of  Cape  Cod .  and  especially  the  island  named 
Quetenis, lying  in  Sloop  bay,  wliich  was  purchased,  paid  for  and  taken 
possession  of  in  the  year  1037,  on  tlie  Company's  account.   These  lands 
aforesaid,  were  esteemed  the  boundaries  of  old, and  because  thediffi 
culties  under  which  the  Hon""'  (Jompany  has  labored  of  late  years  have 
not  allowed  it  to  occupy  the  aforesaid  pretended  limits,  the  English  of 
Boston  and  Plymouth,  in  New  Netherland,  situate  one  hundred 
leagues  from  the  Manhatans  or  New  Amsterdam,  did,  contrary  to 
every  law  of  nations,  come  some  tew  years  ago  inside  the  boundary 
and  Fort  Hope,  on  the  Fresh  river,  against  numerous  notifications 
and  protests,  as  far  as  Greenwich,  situate  about  eight  leagues  from 
New  Amsterdam,  and  have  planted  on  the  usurped  lands  divers 
towns,  villages  and  hamlets,  thus  retaining  the  Company's  land  by 
force  and  violence.    Not  content  with  that,  the  said  English  have 
formed  on  Long  Island,  two  little  villages  called  Southold  and 
Southampton,  although  their  High  Mightinesses'  subjects  had  long 
before  taken  possession  of  tliat  island,  and  founded  thereon  divers 
towns  and  hamlets,  with  many  bouweries  and  plantations.     These 
villages  and  hamlets  aie  named  Amersfoort,  Ylissingen,  Heemstede, 
Gravesande,  Breuckelen.  Misi)aecht  and  Gauwanes,  &c.,  so  that 
Long  Island  rightfully  belongs,  both  by  first  i)urchase,  possession 
and  ancient  resort,  to  the  Dutch  nation  and  not  to  the  English. 

In  order  then  to  establish  a  good,  firm  and  in'efragable  boundary 
with  our  neighbors,  the  English  of  New  England;   and  as  their 

High  Mightinesses'  subjects  will  not  be  able  to  retain  pretended 
jurisdiction  over  the  lands  aforesaid;  and  in  order  to  somewhat 
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gratify,  as  far  as  is  possible  and  reasonable,  the  neighbors  of  New 
England,  so  as  to  live  in  future  with  them,  in  North  America,  in 
peace  and  good  neighborhood,  I  subjoin  some  suggestions  respecting 
the  division  of  the  boundary  in  that  country. 

First :  I  insist  that  the  boundary  of  New  Netherland  along  the 
sea  coast,  should  be  calculated  from  the  South  bay,  beginning  at 
Cape  Hindlopen,  and  including  the  South  river,  unto  Godyn's  point 
being  the  South  hook  of  the  North  bay,  or  beginning  of  the  North 
river,  extending  from  said  North  bay  30  leagues  southward  along 
the  coast  unto  Cape  Hindlopen. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  tiie  English  never  inliabited  nor  pur- 
chased, much  less  took  possession  of  any  land  south  of  the  North 
bay  or  Godyn's  point  to  Cape  Hindloopen,  so  that  in  this  quarter 
there  is  no  dispute  between  our  nation  and  those  of  New  England, 
nor  with  those  of  Virginia,  who  lie  south  of,  and  are  in  good  terms 
with  them;  there  is,  therefore,  no  trouble  on  that  side  with  those 
of  Virginia,  inasmucii  as  tiiey  never  committed  any  usurpation  on 
the  Dutch  bounds. 

From  Godyn's,  or  Sandy  Hook  eastward  along  Long  Island  30 
leagues  in  length  along  the  great  Ocean,  unto  the  east  end  thereof, 
which  lies  right  opposite  Fisher's  Island  and  the  Pequatoos  river; 
from  this  river,  both  outside  and  inside  Long  Island  through  the 
East  river,  the  limits  of  New  Netherland  might  be  computed, 
should  they  be  arranged  in  a  friendly  manner,  in  Wiuch  case  over  60 
leagues  of  country  from  Cape  Cod  westward  to  the  Pequatoos  river, 
for  many  years  included  within  the  Hon''''^^  Company's  limits,  are 
left  to  our  neiglibors,  so  that  from  Amsterdam  along  the  East  river 
inside,  would  remain  not  more  tl)an  30  leagues,  wherein  must  be 
included  Long  Island  and  the  islands  thereuiito  belonging  situate 
in  the  Cromme  gouvv,  Fisher's  Island  and  all  others  lying  in  the 
East  river,  such  as  the  Archeppela,  and  those  between  New  Haven 
and  Stamfort. 

Here  'tis  to  be  further  observed,  that  long  before  the  English 
came  to  dwell  beyond  the  river  Pequato,  the  Dutch  nation,  by  Direct- 
or Kieft,  caused  possession  to  be  taken  of  tlie  lands  situate  on  said 
river,  both  on  the  mainland  and  on  Long  Island,  by  tiie  setting  up 
of  the  arms  of  their  High  Migiitinesses  the  Lords  States  General, 
wMiich  arms  were  at  divers  places  torn  down  by  one  Lieutenant 
Iloust,  and  the  lands,  contrary  to  all  right  and  protest,  afterwards 
taken  up  by  the  English,  in  which  district  they  have  founded  many 
villages  and  liamlets,  so  that  tliey  have  enroached  on  the  lands  as 
far  as  Petucquapoch,  otherwise  called  Greenwich,  in  sucli  wise  that 
tliere  is  not  more  than  eight  leagues  distance  between  that  place 
and  New  Amsterdam,  whereby  of  90  leagues  to  the  East,  the  Dutch 
at  present  peaceably  occupy  no  more  than  8.  'Twould,  therefore, 
be  fair  and  honorable  that  the  West  India  Company  should  possess 
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the  lands  and  bounds  from  the  river  Peqiiato  Fokets,  or  at  least 
from  the  East  bank  of  tlie  Fresh  river,  which  was  long  since  taken 
possession  of,  and  has  been  occupied  by  a  fort  and  garrison  from 
the  year  1633  to  this  day. 

But  in  case  any  discussion  arise  respecting  the  towns  of  Hert- 
foort  and  New  Haven,  with  the  villages  and  hamlets  on  them  de- 
pending, which  towns  and  villages  lie  westward  of  Fort  Hope  and 
and  the  Fresh  river,  as  far  as  Greenwich,  tliese  i)laces  should  be  left 
their  laws  and  magistrates,  only  swearing  allegiance  and  iidelity 
and  paying  tlie  Company,  as  Patroons,  such  acknowledgment  as 
liiay  be  agreed  on,  whether  Tenths  or  other  Royalties. 

Should,  however,  the  abovenamed  towns  and  villages,  not  con- 
sent to  come  under  tlie  obedience  of  the  States  General,  and  of  the 
Company,  'twould,  for  the  sake  of  tiie  peace  of  both  nations,  not  be 
unwise  to  agree,  if  possible,  to  the  following  Boundary: 

From  Cape  Hindloopen  along  the  sea  coast  unto  Godyn's  jwint, 
and  thence  proceeding  along  the  Mainland  inside  Long  Island, 
through  unto  Stamfort,  wliieh  is  seperated  from  Greenwicli  by  a  lii- 
tle  river;  and  the  islands  thereunto  belonging,  together  with  Long 
Island,  must  remuin  entirely  with  the  Dutch:  because,  as  before 
stated,  they  were  taken  possession  of  and  inhabited  long  before  the 
English  came  to  lodge  thereon ;  the  two  little  villages  of  South- 
ampton and  Soutliold  must,  in  such  case,  repair  and  pass  under  this 
State. 

The  Company  might  agree  tliat  Fort  Hope  and  the  Fresli  river 
lands  be  held  as  a  Manor,  on  condition  that  tlie  Flat  which  extends 
east  from  the  hill  to  the  river  should  belong  to  and  remain  forever 
for  the  the  use  of  the  house  the  Hope,  as  the  land  already  does, 
having  been  obtained  by  lawful  purchase  and  conveyance  from  the 
Natives  and  right  owners. 

In  like  manner,  should  the  Fresh  river  happen  to  fall  to  the 
English  on  the  settlement  of  the  Boundary,  care  ought  to  be  taken 
that  all  vessels,  whetlier  large  or  small,  sliould  be  free  to  sail  up  and 
down  said  river  to  Fort  Hope  and  trade  there,  without  let  or  hin- 
drance or  being  subject  to  search  or  ins])ecti()n  ;  also,  be  free  from 
all  tolls  and  imposts,  which  it  is  to  be  apprehended  the  Ei.glish 
would  establish,  the  rather  as  they  have  built  a  stone  Redoubt  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river;  but  here  it  is  to  be  understood,  that  none 
other  than  those  who  would  come  there  commissioned  by  the  Direct- 
or in  New  Netherland  or  by  Mess"  the  Managers  from  Fatherland, 
should  be  exempt  from  the  burdens  aforesaid. 

This  is  what  I  have  been  able  to  proiMjse  for  the  service  of  the 
Hon'''',  the  Comi)any,  touching  the  Boundary.  I  pray  God,  that  ihe 
wished  for  limits  of  New  Netherland  mny  be  once  settled,  so  that 
trade  mayi  mprove,and  the  farmer  cultivate  his  fields  W4th  pleasure. 

Thus  done  at  the  Hague,  the  last  of  February,  1651. 
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En  dorsed  : 

No.  2. 

Well  founded  title  cl.iimed  by  the  West  India  Company  to  the  ter- 
ritory now  called  New  Netherland,  situate  in  the  Northern  part 
of  America,  in  latitude  3S  to  4H  degrees. 


Memoir  respecting  the  well  efitfiblishcd  boundaries  and  jurisdiction 
claimed  by  the  Incorporated  West  India  Compann,  in  virtue  of  its 
Charter,  over  the  territories  situate  i)i  the  jVorthern  part  of  America, 
in  latitude  fro7n  38  to  41^  degrees. 

Which  lands  they  have  many  years  since  possessed,  according  to 
the  Description  hereunto  annexed,  No.  2,  before  any  other  nations 
had  come  thereabout,  or  discovered  them;  but  on  tlie  favorable 
accounts  received  here  fi-om  those  parts,  the  Englisli  sent  some  ships 
and  people  thither,  whom  they  settled  to  the  Southward  of  us.  That 
country  they  named  A'irginia.  In  like  manner  they,  also,  have 
])lanted  Colonies  to  the  North  of  us.  which  counti'y  they  call  New 
England,  whither  they  conveyed  so  many  people  that  they  in  a  short 
time  greatly  outnumbered  our  nation.  Becoming  presumptious  in 
consequence,  they  began  to  enroach  on  our  limits,  and  invaded 
many  lands  contrary  to  our  formal  interdicts  and  protests,  so  that 
at  tlie  North  this  Nation  did  not  hesitate  to  make  tliemselves  mast- 
ers of  the  greater  part  of  the  Fresh  river,  notwitlistanding  we  had 
there  erected  a  trading  liouse  and  fort  called  the  Hope,  which  we, 
likewise,  occui)ied  and  garrisoned,  liegardless  liereof,  the  English, 
on  their  side,  have  i)roceeded  to  extend  their  Colonies  over  many  of 
our  lands  purcliased  from  tlie  Indians,  and  would  have  done  their 
best  to  usurp  the  largest  and  tinest  portion  of  our  teriitory, 

Had  not  the  Managers  concluded  to  order  their  Director  to  pre- 
vent eitlier  by  force  or  by  friendly  agreement  as  far  as  possible,  any 
farther  enroachment. 

The  consequence  thereof,  that  he  presented  himself  in  the  year 
1650,  at  an  Assembly  of  the  Colonies,  holden  at  Herfort,  on  the 
Fi'esh  river,  where  in  divers  conferences  and  negotiations  it  was  so 
far  mutually  arranged  and  agreed  upon,  that  from  that  hour  for- 
ward neitlier  should  enroach  on  the  other,  and  tliis  Treaty  should 
be  considered  a  Provisional  Boundary,  subject  to  the  approbation 
of  their  respective  principals,  as  is  to  be  seen  by  the  despatch  of 
Petrus  Stuyvesant,  Director  of  New  Netherland,  dated  26"'  Novem- 
ber, 1650.  Although  we  herein  find  ourselves  considerably  ag- 
grieved, for  the  reasons  above  set  forth,  whereimto  a#  might  with 
great  justice  and  here  especially  in  case  hostilities  were  commenced 
in  Christendom  against  the  English,  as  the  English  Nation  in  that 
country  make  such  demonstrations  as  if  they  meant  to  suinise  our 
lands  thereby  force,  having  already  not  only  forbidden  all  trade, 
correspondence  and  transport  of  provisions  to  our  colonies,  but  also 


214  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

endeavored  by  evil  practices  to  seduce  the  inhabitants  (mostly 
English  by  birth)  of  divers  villages  under  obedience  and  sworn 
fidelity  to  their  High  Mightinesses  and  the  Company,  to  tiirow  off 
these  obligations  as  being  of  no  force,  and  that  on  a  false  supposition 
and  unfounded  calumny:  yet,  in  the  hope  tiiat  a  desireable  peace 
might  ])e  concluded  between  tliis  State  and  tlie  present  government 
of  England,  said  Directors  are  of  opinion  that  'tis  highly  necessary 
that  the  ambassadors  gone  to  England,  be  instructed  to  commend 
this  boundary  to  the  actual  government  of  England,  so  that  the 
same  may  be  confirmed  agreeably  to  the  Description  aforesaid.  But 
duly  considering  that  that  nation  cannot  be  easily  removed  from 
the  lands  of  which  they  have,  for  so  long  a  time  been  in  usurped 
possession,  and  that  it  were  unwise  in  tiie  Company,  unless  driven 
thereto  by  extreme  necessity,  to  con)e  to  contention  or  hostilities 
with  that  nation,  inasmuch  as  they  are  mucli  stronger  in  point  of 
numbers  than  our  people,  the  Directors  thereof,  regardless  of  our 
well-founded  pretentioiis,  would  deem  it  more  necessary  to  agree 
with  tliat  nation  even  to  the  extent  of  assenting  to  the  Provisional 
Boundary  concluded  by  our  Director  with  them  at  the  Meeting  of 
the  Colonies  at  Herfort,  in  the  year  1650,  as  it  is  to  be  seen  by  the 
despatch  dated  26"'  November,  from  which  it  can  be  noted,  that  the 
only  condition  mutually  agreed  to.  is.  tliat  they  will  no  longer 
encroach  on  eacli  other :  this  was  so  stated  on  account  of  the  straits 
our  nation  find  themselves  in  at  present  in  that  country. 

Neither  can  we  omit  on  this  occasion  to  remark  the  great  import- 
ance to  the  Commonalty  and  subjects  of  those  countries,  of  the  trade 
to  the  Barlmdoes,  and  other  circumjacent  places,  which  trade  was 
prosecuted  by  our  nation  many  years  ago  with  great  profit,  until 
the  English  by  direction  and  order  of  its  present  government,  went 
thither  with  a  powerful  fleet,  and  reduced  those  Islands  partly  by 
force  and  partly  on  terms,  and  contrary  to  cai)itulations  and  pro- 
mises, would  oblige  the  inhabitants  there  not  to  trade  with  any,  ex- 
cept themselves.  All  which  is  i.i  direct  opposition  to  tlie  conditions 
agreed  upon  as  aforesaid,  which  plainly  set  forth  that  those  inhab- 
itants shall  be  at  liberty  to  trade  with  all  nations  and  particularly 
with  ours,  as  they  also  try  to  do,  up  to  this  time,  with  all  tlie  ships 
that  arrive  there  from  these  parts,  whenever  no  English  ships  are 
on  the  coast,  or  our  cruizers  liappen  forcibly  to  keep  the  Englisli 
ships  in  check. 

We  consickn-  it  (under  correction)  unnecessary  to  represent  at  any 
length  what  riches  can  yearly  be  introduced  here  from  those  coun- 
tries, and  what  prosperity  this  trade  hath  conferred  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  parts,  which  might  still  furthei-  increase  hereafter, 
the  importance  of  this  matter  being  sul)mitted  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Supi-eme  government  in  divers  lengthy  remonstrances,  so  that  we  had 
rather  refer  thereto  than  to  prolong  this  affair  by  tedious  repetitions. 


COLONIES  ON  THE  DELAWAEE.  215 

We  sliall  presume  to  add.  only  this  one  word — that,  in  the  opinion 
of  those  who  claim  to  possess  full  knowledge  of  the  subject,  this 
trade  is  so  important  that  the  riches  and  prosperity  it^vill  bring  to 
this  country  would  equal  the  treasures  yearly  received  from  the  East 
Indies,  and  the  Directors  consequently  ])ledge  themselves,  to  repre- 
sent this  matter  in  a  short  time,  in  a  true  light,  not  doubting,  but 
so  important  a  subject  will  be  considered  by  their  High  Mightinesses 
in  the  Instruction  to  be  given  to  Mess''*  the  Ambassadors. 

(Signed)  AB.  WILMERDONX. 

ISAAC  VAN  BEEK. 
Endorsed: 
Memoir  to  serve,  with  the  approbation  of  their  High  Mightinesses 
as  an  Instruction  for  their  Excellencies,  the  Ambassadors  at 
present  in  England,  respecting  the  affairs  of  New  Netherland 
and  the  Caribbean  Islands. 


Extract  from  the  despatch  of  Petrits  Stuyvesant,  Director  in  New 
Netherlands  addressed  to  the  Chamber  of  the  West  India  Company 
at  Amsterdam,  dated  26""  November,  1650. 

In  my  last  by  the  Valchenier,  I  mentioned  my  intention  to  meet 
the  Commissioners  of  the  English  Colonies  in  their  appointed  meet- 
ing at  Herford  on  the  Fresh  river,  for  the  purpose  of  proposing  a 
Provisional  Boundary.  The  following  will  serve  as  a  brief  account 
of  our  transactions. 

In  regard  to  our  official  character  wherewith  you  have  been  pleased 
to  invest  us,  we  have  experienced,  botli  in  going  and  returning, 
much  honor,  respect  and  friendship  from  the  English  Colonies  and 
Villages,  as  well  as  from  Messrs.  the  Commissioners  assembled  as 
States. 

Some  charges  were  brought  in  against  the  late  Director  Kieft  and 
satisfaction  demanded  therefore ;  they  were  principally  that  Director 
Kieft  had  obstructed  their  trading  houses  and  possession  on  the 
South  river  and  on  Long  Island  in  Schouws  bay,  whence  they  were 
expelled  and  removed.    This  was  easily  answered. 

We  have  held  divers  meetings  and  consultations  respecting  the 
limits,  which  was  the  chief  occasion  of  my  proceeding  thither. 

And  have  so  far  progressed  provisionally,  until  further  meeting 
and  subject  to  ratification  by  the  principals  on  both  sides,  that  no 
encroachments  shall  meanwhile  be  put  in  practice  or  committed  on 
eitlier  side,  either  on  the  mainland  between  Stamfoort  and  Green- 
wich, or  on  Long  Island  at  Oysterbay.  In  the  meantime  we  shall 
be  guided  by  whatever  we  learn  from  your  Honoi-s  respecting  the 
negotiations  of  Ambassador  Schaep. 

Finally,  a  discussion  ensued  respecting  the  formation  of  a  neigh- 
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boily  union  in  form  of  a  league  or  guarantee  against  the  offensive 
insolence  and  arrogance  of  the  Barbarians  and  Natives,  whereunto 
they  appeared  to  us  disposed.  But  as  the  English  nation  is  so  much 
stronger  than  ours  in  these  parts,  I  proposed  that  the  Commis- 
sioners in  such  extreniiiy,  whether  defensive  or  offensive,  ought  to 
bring  a  double  numl)er  at  least  to  our  single  quota.  To  whicli  they 
replied,  that  they  tlien  ought  to  have  a  double  vote  in  declaring  the 
lawfulness  of  the  defence,  or  offence;  this  their  High  Mightinesses 
and  the  Company  might  consider  disreputable.  Its  conclusion  was 
therefore  postponed  until  the  opinion  of  the  principals  on  both  sides 
be  received.  This,  it  strikes  me  -would  be  a  needful  and  desirable 
matter  for  this  State  and  the  only  means  to  reduce  the  insolence  of 
the  Mohawks,  and  to  prevent  tlie  Indians  attempting  anything 
against  either  the  one  or  the  other  Nation,  and  at  once  iirevent  all 
fvu-tlier  invasion  and  usurpation  on  tiie  lands  situated  within  tliis 
jruisdictiou,  which  I  have  considered  necessary  to  communicate  to 
your  Honors,  awaiting  your  advice  thereon. 

Endorsed : 

"  Provisional  Boundary  between  the  English  and  our  Nation  agreed 
"  upon  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Colonies  at  Herfort  A"  1650,  respect- 
"  ing  the  lands  situate  in  the  North  part  of  America  :  whereof 
''  our  portion  under  the  Director  and  Charter  of  the  West  India 
"  Company,  is  now  uamed  New  Netherland .  and  portion  belong- 
'■ing  to  the  English,  namely,  the  Country  at  the  South,  is  by 
"them  called  Virginia;  the  other  Countries  taken  up  by  them 
''are  named  New  England." 

Read  6  Novb.  1653. 


AMBASSADORS  BEYERNINGK  AND  NIEUPOORT  TO 
SECRETARY  RUYSCH. 


"\Vest3iIinstek,  if  November. 
Sir:  In  answer  and  reply  to  their  High  Mightinesses'  letter  and 
Resolution  of  the  29"'  September,  respecting  the  Boundary  between 
the  English  and  those  of  this  State  in  New  Netherland,  they  will 
be  hereliy  respectfully  informed,  that  among  the  documents  relating 
to  this  matter  we  have  found  no  other  Instruction  than  the  Memoir 
numbered  1.  touching  the  Limits  and  Jurisdiction  claimed  there;  ;i 
Description  of  the  Limits  there.  No.  2,  and  two  Extracts,  of  letters 
written  by  Director  Stuyvesandt,  the  lirst  of  the  29"'  November, 
165U,  ar.d  the  otiier  of  the  27'"  July  last:  with  a  tigurative  Map  of 
the  situation  of  these  Countries.    And,  liowbeit  we  have  clearly  un- 
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derstood  from  the  aforesaid  Map  and  Memoir,  tlie  intentions  of 
Mess"  the  Directors,  regarding  tlie  preteiuled  Limits  :  vet  as  re- 
gards tlie  Title  and  riglit  thereunto,  we  do  not  (with  respect)  find 
ourselves  so  well  provided  with  the  irrefragable  reasons  and  aro-u- 
ments  which  are  requisite  in  dealing  witli  sucli  a  Nation  as  this 
and  m  such  a  matter,  consisting  entirelv  of  facts;  the  first  occupa- 
tion and  possession  as  well  as  tlie  purcliase  of  tlie  grounds  and  lands 
being  merely  m  general  presui)posed,  but  nothing  in  the  world  has 
reached  us  m  support  eitlier  of  the  one  or  tlie  other.    Yet   accord- 
ing to  the  letter  even  of  Director  Stuyvesandt,  the  English  there 
made  this  objection  to  liim:  That  their  High  Mightinesses'  subjects 
in  those  parts,  had  not  any  patent  from  them,  nor  anv  proof  of  pur- 
chase.   Wherefore  we  have  taken  the  trouble  not  onlv  further  to  in- 
form ourselves  by  those  who  may  have  fuller  knowledge  of  this 
matter  but  to  look  up  attentively  the  descriptions  l)v  the  English 
tliemselves,  in  order  to  le.rn  therefrom  what  we  consider  applicable 
to  our  purpose.    Yet  we  cannot  in  all  this,  satisfy  ourselves  as  to 
the  unsoundness  of  tlie  position  of  thos-  on  this  side  who  allege  not 
only  tlie  right  of  purchase  but  also  of  notorious  prior  possession  in 
divers  iiarts  as  we  are  informed  by  them.    Having  also  been  unable 
to  Jearn  aught  of  any  Provisional  agreement  concluded  at  Hartford 
m  the  year  1G5U,  mentioned  in  Stuyvesandt's  first  letter,  above  re- 
reired  to.  or  to  find  any  otiier  proof  tliereof  among  the  papers  than 
the  mere  mention  of  it,  when  an  authentic  extract,  or  something 
similar,  m  a  matter  of  such  importiince  ought  to  be  exhibited- 
and    moreover,  having  observed  in  the   answer  which  the  Lords 
o    tlie  Council  gave  heretofore  to  tlie  12'"  of  the  3(i  articles,  that 
hey  seem  entirely  to  ignore  their  High  Mightinesses  having  any 

.nlZ\T  "'  .  ''  P^'^''  "^^'  ^^'^^'  ^'^"^'^  ^^^""1^'  tl>«  Boundary 
a  o  esifnf  n"'  ^^-^'^l^^-^tlon;  and  havhig  seen  from  the  letters 
atoiesdid  of  the  abovementioned  Stuyvesandt,  first,  that  he  is  of 
opinion  that  the  English  cannot  be  removed  from  what  thev  occupy,  ■ 
w  til  n'eili  7, '''""  "'  possession  as  the  strongest,  they  having  crawled 
secon  iv  ^t  'f "''  '^  ^^''  Manhattans  and  the  North  River;  and 
whMt  wl'.  f  ''  everywhere  of  opinion  that  we  ought  to  hold 

>vhat  we  have,  though  at  the  loss  ..f  what  is  already  taken  away  in 
order  to  exc  ude  the  English  at  least  from  the  district  Iviiig  bet.; 
b  sTL^r    ""r'?  "f  '^"'^  ^'^"■^'  I--"P1-"^^'  thatlv  far   h 

tl  e Vwn  if  .    "      '"'"  ''''  ^'  ^«"«l"ded  here  in  Europe  between 
iZli     1     "'  Respecting  the  Boundary,  without  the  consent  of 

Pi.  01  ?!:\7''  "T  "^  '"'  ^^"""^^=  "^  ''''  ^^'^^^^  «f  "lis  last 
to  tew'  ""'w'  '"'  '''''''  '"  ^^P^^^  ''''■'  ^^-i"  ^'«  ^  reference 

L    o  ;.         r''  '^"^^"""^il  "^^^-^  iov  information,  whilst  accord- 

Int  f  .!  !    ''u  """^  "'^""''^  ^^  ""'  government,  we  cannot  see 

that  they  will  engage  in  it  otherwise  as  principals,  and  that  by  such 
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reference  with  writing  hither  and  thitlier  so  much  time  is  lost ;  we 
have,  imder  correction,  considered  it  our  duty  resi)ectfully  to  sub- 
mit to  tlieir  High  Mightmesses.  whetlier  tliey  would  not  be  of  opin- 
ion that  we  should  so  direct  this  matter,  that  authority  be  sent  from 
both  governments  to  tlie  Governors  aforesaid  to  come  mutually  to 
an  agreement  in  that  country  in  the  l)est  and  most  friendly  manner, 
subject  to  the  approval  and  ratification  of  both  governments.  Here- 
upon we  shall  expect  their  High  Mightinesses'  orders  by  the  first  op- 
portunity, having  meanwhile  i)rei)ared  the  inclosed  Memorandum  in 
order,  at  the  first  Conference,  to  expose  our  intention  and  in  respect 
to  the  alternative,  to  forward  the  work  according  to  their  High 
Mightinesses"  good  intention  and  subsequent  resolutions.  We  re- 
main, 

Sir, 

Your  affectionate  servants, 

(Signed)  H.  Y.  BEYERNINGK. 

WIL"  NIEUPOORT. 
Received  5  December,  1654. 

Appendix,  received  5  December,  1654. 
Memohaxdum. 


Cum  primo  itidem  articulorum 
])acis  etc.  conventuni  et  ])ra?cau- 
tum  sit.  ut  firma  et  inviolabilis 
pax,  sincera  intimior  atque  arc- 
tioraffinitas  confoederatio  et  unio 
sit  inter  utramque  rempublicam. 
terrasque  regiones,  civitatesciue 
sub  utriusque  ditione,  sine  dis- 
tinctione  locoi'inn  positas,  eo- 
rumque  populum  et  incolas. 


Et  secundo  uti  utraque'  pars 
omnibus  hesionibus  direptioni- 
bus,  de])rfedationibus  injuriisque 
per  terram  mare  et  acpias  dulces, 
in  omnibus  suis  Terris,  regioni- 
bus,  dominiis  locis  et  pra'fec- 
turis,  quibuscunque  deinceps  ab- 
stineat. 

Et  non  vanis  rumoribus  domi- 
nis  ordinibus  ge[ne]ralibus  inno- 


Whereas  in  like  manner  by  the 
first  of  the  Articles  of  Peace,  &c., 
it  has  been  agreed  and  provided 
that  there  should  be  a  firm  and 
inviolable  })eace,  a  sincere,  more 
close  and  intimate  coiniection, 
confederation  and  union  between 
the  two  republics,  and  tlie  coun- 
tries, i)rovinces  and  cities  under 
their  respective  jurisdiction,  to- 
gether with  the  people  and  in- 
habitants of  tlie  same,  without 
distinction  of  place. 

And  by  the  second,  that  each 
party  should  henceforth  abstain 
from  all  injuries,  plunderings, 
depredations  and  WTongs,  wheth- 
er })}■  land,  l\v  sea,  or  by  fresh 
waters,  throughout  all  their  re- 
spective lands,  provinces,  domin- 
ions, places  and  governments, 
whatsoever. 

And  by  good  authority  it  has 
become  known  to  our  States  G^  n- 
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tuerit  quod  in  continenti  septeii- 
trionalis  AmericiB  plaga,  non 
adeo  tirma  amicitia  sinceriorque 
coiifcederatio,  inter  iitriusque 
reipublicie  populos  ibidem  com- 
nioiantes  observetiir :  quin  et  a 
Isesionibus  injuriisque  non  om.u- 
no  abstineatur. 

Cum  tamen  Hartfordiensi  con- 
veiitu  anno  1650  inter  utriusque 
uationis  directores  et  assessores, 
provisional  decreto  in  banc  regu- 
1am  conventum  esset :  uti  possi- 
detis ita  possideatis  donee  utrius- 
que reipublieseproceresalitercon- 
venerint  aut  prajcidaneam  banc 
eonventionem  ratibabuerint. 


A  su^i  parte  ita  etiam  propo- 
nunt  et  condueere  posse  existi- 
mant  unitarum  provinciarum 
extra  ordinem  iegati. 

Uti  recti,  certi,  immotique 
limites  ibi  quampriraum  consti- 
tuantur,quosexcedere.auttrans- 
gredi  in  posterum  neutri  nation- 
um  liceat. 

Parati  quovis  tempore  subdito- 
rum  suorum  et  incolarura  ibi 
proprietates  jurisdictiones  et  im- 
motas  limites  in  mappis  figuratis 
ad  oculum  demonstrare,  aliisque 
documentis  astruere. 

Tel  etiam,  si  ita  potius  visum 
sit.  totnm  lioc  uegocium  ad  arbi- 
trium  eorum  Gubernatorum  et 
assessorum  referre,  qui  in  iisdem 
seiitentrionalis  Americse  plagis, 
nomine  et  auctoritate  utriusque 
regimine  prsesident :  ut  amicis- 
sima  qua  fieri  poterit  via,  meliori- 
que  modo  inter  se  conveniant  ,con- 
ventionisque  sute  tabulas  trans- 
mittant  a  Seren  :  sua  celsitudine 


eral  that  on  the  continent  of 
North  America  a  firm  friendslu]) 
and  sincere  confederation  are  not 
so  observed  between  tlie  subjects 
of  the  two  republics  tiiere  resi- 
dent, but  that  they  do  not  alto- 
getlier  abstain  from  injuries  and 
wrongs. 

And  whereas  in  a  convention 
at  Hartford  in  the  year  1650  be- 
tween the  Directors  and  Coun- 
cilors of  each  nation,  it  was,  by 
a  provisional  decision,  agreed  to 
follow  this  rule :  that  each  party 
should  keep  what  it  possessed 
until  the  authorities  of  tlie  two 
States  should  determine  other- 
wise, or  should  ratify  this  con- 
vention. 

On  their  part,  accordingly,  the 
Ambassadors  Extraordinary  of 
the  United  Provinces  propose  and 
recommend. 

That  as  soon  as  possible,  there 
be  established  there,  right,  cer- 
tain and  immovable  boundaries 
which  neither  nation  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  exceed  or  pass  over. 

Being  iirepared  at  any  time  to 
show  by  maps,  and  to  sustain  by 
otlier  documents,  the  proi)rietor- 
ships,  jurisdictions,  and  un- 
clianged  boundaries  of  tlieir  sub- 
jects and  of  the  inhabitants  there 
resident. 

Or,  even,  should  it  be prefeiTCd , 
to  submit  this  wliole  affair  to  the 
arbitration  of  tliose  Governors 
and  Councillors  wlio  preside  in 
tliose  same  provinces  of  North 
America,  in  the  name  and  au- 
thority of  the  two  States;  that 
by  the  most  friendly  way  pos- 
sible they  may  the  better  agree 
among  themselves,  and  send  the 
records  of  their  convention  to  be 
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doriiiiiisque  Ordinibiis  General!-  confirmed  by  the  mutual  ratifiea- 

busratihabitione  reciproca,  si  ita  tion  both  of  his  (Serene  Highness 

conducere  existiment ,  confirman-  and  of  the  States  General,  if  they 

das.  shall  see  fit. 


EESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES  GENERAL  OX  THE 
PRECEDING   PAPERS. 


Wednesday,  9"'  December.  1654. 
Tiie  x\ssembly  a.ijain  had  vmder  consideration  the  desjiatch  of 
their  Ilij^h  Mightinesses'  Amliassadors  in  Enyiand,  ■s\Titten  in 
Westminster,  the  27"'  of  the  last  month,  addressed  with  an  appendix 
to  Secretary  Riiysch,  containing  full  information  of  what  they  had 
done  in  the  matter  of  the  Boundary  in  New  Netherland.  betAveen 
the  subjects  of  this  State  and  those  of  England.  Which  being  con- 
sidered, it  is  resolved  and  concluded,  tliat  copy  of  said  letter  and 
ap])endix  be  sent  to  tlie  presiding  Chamber  of  the  West  India  Com- 
pany, at  Zealand,  and  to  that  of  Amsterdam,  requesting  and  requir- 
ing them  to  communicate  tlicir  ojnnions  and  advice  thereujion  at 
the  earliest  period,  together  with  jiertineut  information  on  all  the 
points  more  fully  set  forth  in  that  letter. 


MEMOIR  OF  THE  ENGLISH  ENCROACHMENTS  ON 
NEW  NETHERLAND. 


Memoir,  drawn  vp  from  clivers  letters,  jmpers  and  documents  com- 
prising the  sitioation  of  New  Netherland,  who  its  first  discoverers 
and  possessors  were,  together  with  the  unreasonable  and  violent 
usurpations  committed  bij  the  English  there  onthe  lands  lying  ^cithin 
the  limits  of  the  Incorporated  West  India  'Jompany.  Appendix, 
received  2  January,  1656. 

New  Netherlakd  is  situate  on  the  north  coast  of  America,  in 
latitude  38  to  41i  degrees  or  thereabouts  along  the  coast,  beuig 
bounded  on  the  Northeast  by  the  countries  now  called  New  Eng- 
land, and  on  the  Southwest  by  Virginia. 

This  district  or  country,  which  is  right  good  and  salubrious,  was 
first  discovered  and  found,  in  the  year  1609,  by  the  Netherlauders, 
as  its  name  imports,  at  tlieir  own  cost  by  means  of  one  Hendrick 
Hudson,  Skipper  and  Merchant,  in  the  ship  the  i/aZrei/aoie  sailing 
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in  the  service  of  tlie  Incorporated  East  India  Company:  for  the 
Xa  ives  or  Indians  on  his  first  arriving  tliere,  regarded  tlie  sliip 
with  mighty  wonder  and  looked  upon  it  as  a  Sea  monster,  declarino- 
that  sucli  a  ship  or  people  had  never  before  been  there  "^ 

That  this  country  was  first  of  all  discovered  and  found  out  by 
Xetherlanders,  appears  also  from  the  fact  that  all  the  islands  bays 
harbors,  rivers  and  places,  even  a  great  way  on  either  side  of  Cape 
Cod,  called  by  our  people  New  Holland,  have  Dutch  names  which 
were  given  by  Dutch  navigators  and  traders. 

In  tlie  year  161u,  some  merchants  again  sent  a  ship  thither  from 
tins  country  and  obtained  afterwards  from  the  High  and  Mi-hiy 
Lords  States  General  a  grant  to  resort  and  trade  exclusively  to  those 
partsa^  which  end  they,  likewise,  in  the  year  1615,  built  on  the 
North  River,  about  the  Manhattans,  a  redoubt  or  little  fort  wherein 
was  left  a  small  garrison,  some  people  usually  remainincr'  there  to 
carry  on  trade  with  the  Natives  or  Indians.  This  was  continued 
aiKt  maintained  until  their  High  Mightinesses  did,  in  the  year  16->^ 
include  this  country  of  New  Netherland  in  the  Charter  of  the  Wes""t' 
India  Company. 

This  Province  of  New  Netlierland  was,  then,  immediately  occu- 
pied and  aken  possession  of  by  the  said  Company,  as  circumstances 
l.ermitted,  as  is  the  case  in  all  new  undertakings.  For  wliich  um 
pose  they  caused  to  be  built  tliere,  since  the  year  1623  four  forts  to' 
wit:  two  on  tlie  North  River,  namely,  Amsterdam  and  Oranoe  one 
on  he  South  River,  called  Nassouw,  and  the  last  on  the  Fresiriiiver 
cal  ed  the  Hope.  From  the  beginning  a  garrison  has  been  always 
stationed  and  maintained  in  all  these  forts. 

The  aforesaid  Company  had  erected  these  forts  both  Southward 
and  N  orthward,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  closing  and  appropri- 
ating the  aforesaid  rivers,  but  likewise  the  lands  around  them  and 
within  their  borders,  (being  then  about  sixty  leagues  along  the  coast  ) 
and  on  the  other  side  of  the  rivers  so  far  as  title  by  occupation  tend 
to  possession,  to  declare  as  their  own  and  to  preserve  them  against 
all  foreign  or  domestic  nations  wiio  would  endeavor  to  usurp  the 
same  contrary  to  the  Company's  will  and  pleasure 

And  tor  greater  quiet  and  security  and  in  order  lawfully  to  con 
firm  tieir  possession,  the  Company  caused  their  servants  to  purchase 
from  the  Natives  there,  many  and  divers  lands  situated  on  various 
places,  the  deeds  and  conveyances  whereof  remain  with  the  Direct 
ors  in  New  Netherland:  Boundary  posts  were  erected  thereupon 
and  to  these  were  affixed  the  arms  of  their  Higli  Mightinesses  in 
order  to  notify  other  nations  coming  there,  that  the  comitry 
owned  and  possessed.  uuuu.n  is 

The  .subsequent  circumstances  of  the  country  alone  prevented  the 
occupation  by  lorts  of  the  rivers  of  Pequatoos  focket  and  M  ri n- 

of' Cape  Cod''''''''  ''"'''  ''''"^''  ^'''  ''''''  ^'"'^  ^^^"^*«  ^^"«  '^^^ 
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Which  circumstances  being  perceived  by  the  Englisli  of  Xew  Ply- 
mouth in  New  England,  tliey  began  to  build  some  leagues  above  tlie 
Company's  fort,  the  Hope,  a  trading  house  of  which  one  Master 
Prinsen  was  the  tirst  commander. 

Wouter  van  Twiller,  the  Company's  Director  duly  protested 
ftgainst  this  in  the  year  16.>5,  and  admonished  the  said  Prinsen  to  re- 
move without  the  Company's  possessed  jurisdiction,  who,  refusing, 
placed  liimself  on  the  defensive.  Tliis  Prinsen  remained  in  possession, 
thougli  unlawfully,  because  the  Comi)auy"s  servants  were  not  au- 
thorized to  show  any  hostility  to  the'  English. 

The  latter  becoming  bold  from  time  to  time  in  their  country, 
increasing  in  numbers  in  consequence  of  the  troubles  in  England, 
encroached  towards  the  west  below  Cape  Cod  on  the  Dutch  limits, 
absorbing  Rliode  Island,  Blocx  Island,  Martin's  Vineyard,  Sloops 
Bay,  howbeit,  possession  had  been  taken  of  it,  in  tlie  year  1636.  for 
the  Company  by  one  Abraham  Pieterssen  of  Haerlem  on  the  Island 
Quetenis  situate  in  front  of  said  bay,  and  Pequatoos  river  which 
they  pretend  to  have  conquered  by  force  of  arms  from  the  natives, 
inasmuch  as  they  have  wholly  subjugated  that  Nation. 

The  English  not  satisfied  with  the  foregoing  usurpations,  though 
situate  within  the  New  Netherland  limits,  continued  these  improper 
proceedings,  and  have,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  (inasmuch 
as  all  the  lands  thereabouts  were  purchased  by  the  Company's  ser- 
vants) and  against  a  multitude  of  protests,  founded  a  comely  city, 
called  Hartford,  about  a  gunshot  from  Fort  Hope  on  the  Fresh 
River,  together  with  divers  other  towns  and  hamlets. 

The  English  afterwards  perceiving  no  consequence  or  obstruction 
to  follow  those  protests,  went  on  and  six  leagues  to  tlie  westward 
built  a  handsome  city  called  New  Haven  with  some  villages  and 
hamlets.    Divers  protests  were  made  against  this,  as  aforesaid. 

Long  Island  which  is  encompassed  Southwardly  by  the  Great 
Ocean  and  Northwardly  by  the  East  River,  and  is  about  SO  leagues 
in  length,  was,  before  the  English  had  any  pretension,  or  ever  made 
any  claim  to  it,  taken  possession  of  by  the  Dutch  by  planting  the 
villagesof  Amersfoort, Heemstede, Flushing,Gravesend and  Breuck- 
elen  witli  a  goodly  number  of  bouweries  and  plantations,  the  inhali- 
itants  whereof  are  all  subjects  and  vassals  of  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses and  of  tlie  Company. 

Notwithstanding  which  the  English  of  New  Haven,  ( called  Rod- 
enbergh  by  the  Dutch  of  olden  times)  have  planted  on  the  East  end 
of  Long  Island  two  little  villages  named  Southampton  and  Southold. 

[In  like  manner]  in  the  Krommegou  which  is  an  iidand  sea  in 
Long  Island,  have  they  usur])ed  what  is  called  Garnaets  Island, 
which  belongs  to  Long  Island,  and  lies  very  convenient  for  the  Cod 
Fishery. 

The  Company  remarking  that  no  benefit  was  derived  from  pro- 
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tests,  but  that  the  Eufrlish  proceeded  boldly  and  continuously  in  their 
mirighteous  usurpations  there,  wrote,  in  order  to  stay  further  en- 
croachment, to  tlieir  Director  Stuyvesant  whom  they  authorized  to 
agree  on  a  Provisional  Boundary  witli  the  Englisli.  He  accordingly, 
repaired  to  a  certain  meeting  of  Commissioners  summoned  by  the 
English  at  Hartford,  where  they  mutually  agreed  and  concluded  on 
a  Provisional  Boundary  subject  to  tlie  ratification  of  the  principals 
on  both  sides,  as  can  be  more  fully  seen  by  the  letter  dated  26  No- 
vember, IGoO,  of  the  aforesaid  Director  with  whom  the  agreement 
thereof  remains. 

Yet  the  aforesaid  English  cannot  respect  this  Provisional  Boundary 
which  was  concluded  at  such  a  sacrifice  and  to  such  prejudice  of  the 
Company's  established  right,  obtained  by  prior  possession  and  pur- 
chase of  the  lands,  as  already  stated;  for  some  time  afterward,  and 
now  lately,  tliey  have  not  hesitated  to  commit  fresh  usurpation  on 
the  lands  situate  within  the  aforesaid  Provisional  Boundary,  pur- 
chased from  the  natives  or  owners  and  paid  for  by  tlie  said  Director 
some  years  before,  as  can  be  seen  by  his  letter  dated  the  27'"  July, 
1654.  All  which  insufferable  usurpations  by  neighbors  and  allies, 
are  in  every  part  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  consequently 
ought  not  and  cannot  be  longer  endured,  unless  by  wantonly  aban- 
doning and  giving  up  this  Noble  Province  of  New  Netherland, 
which  is  of  such  great  importance  to  this  State.  As  sucli  abandon- 
ment would  be  highly  disreputable  to  this  country  and  detrimental 
to  its  inhabitants,  we  will  trust  that  their  High  Mightinesses  will 
maintain  the  Company  in  their  good  right,  and  moreover  take  care 
that  a  mutual  Boundary  between  the  nations  in  those  parts  shall  at 
once  be  concluded  and  determined.  Tlie  sooner  this  is  effected  the 
better,  ere  the  rupture  become  irremediable. 

In  this  manner,  then,  have  the  English  by  unrighteous  usurpa- 
tions, made  themselves  masters  of  all  the  beforementioned  places, 
and  especially  of  the  beautiful  Fresh  river.  They  well  knew  that 
the  (;ompany  had  not  only  ratified  the  possession  of  the  aforesaid 
river  by  the  construction  of  its  fort  and  some  bouweries  besides, 
but  that  it  had,  particularly  in  the  year  1632,  purchased  from  the 
natives  and  proprietors  many  lands  thereabout,  which  were  accord- 
ingly conveyed  to  it,  long  l)efore  the  coming  thither  of  any  English, 
who  first  arrived  there  in  the  year  1636. 

Neither  is  it  unknown  tothem  that  the  Company  did,  al)Out  the 
same  time,  cause  to  be  purchased  by  one  Hans  van  der  Sluys,  a 
certain  place  called  Kivitslioeck,  as  their  High  Mightinesses"  arms 
were  affixed  to  a  tree,  at  that  place,  in  token  of  possession ;  the 
English  not  only  pulled  them  down,  but  even  carved  a  buffoon's  face 
in  their  stead,  in  gross  contempt  and  disrespect  of  their  High 
Mightinesses;  and  although  satisfaction  was  repeatedly  demanded 
for  this,  nought  has  resulted  or  could  be  obtained.     Subsequently, 
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.  iind  about  the  time  tlie  troubles  between  the  King  and  liis  Parlia- 
ment broke  out  in  England  in  acts  of  hostility,  the  English  who 
have  so  unlawfully  usurped  tlie  aforesaid  Fresh  river,  made  an  offer 
to  the  Company's  servants  in  those  parts  to  pay  a  yearly  acknowl- 
edgment or  buy  them  out,  for  which  purpose  they  also  sent  hither 
one  Mr.  Hugh  Peters,  a  minister  at  Salem,  whom  they  empowered 
and  authorized  to  agree  with  the  Company  about  this  matter; 
which,  indeed,  is  a  sure  sign  and  proof  that  they  are  conscious  of 
occui)ying  not  their  own.  but  the  Company's  lawful  lands. 

Ill  like  manner  did  the  Engiisli  usurpers  of  Kliode  Island,  wiien 
at  loggerheads  witii  those  of  tlie  Bay,  also  apply  to  t!ie  Company's 
servants  there  to  permit  them  to  hide,  and  even  to  settle  among  tiie 
Dutch,  of  all  which  the  pieces  and  documents  remain  with  the 
Directors  of  New  Netherland. 

But  since  the  change  occurred  in  the  government  of  England,  they 
have,  in  order  to  gloze  over  their  actions,  had  recourse  to  divers 
subterfuges,  circumstances. forged  i)retenses  and  false  arguments,  to 
obscure  and  overthrow  the  Company's  lawful  claims  and  just  right, 
so  that  the  Company's  servants  have  had  various  differences  with 
them  on  this  head,  and  (before  the  Provisional  Boundary  was  con- 
cluded,) the  most  the  English  could  be  brought  to.  was  to  declare 
that  the  matter  could  not  be  arranged  in  that  country,  and  that  they 
were  fully  content,  and  wished  that  their  High  Mightinesses  should 
settle  tlie  difference  with  their  Sovereign  here. 
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Jieport  concerning  the  hostile  and  treacherous  invasion  of  the  Sioedish 
colony  in  Nova  Svecia,  by  the  Dutch,  under  the  co^nmand  of  P. 
Stuyvesant,  governor  of  the  JVcw  Netherlands,  wliercfore  the  faithful 
suhjects  of  his  royal  m  jcsty  of  Sivedcn,  who  have  endured  such 
violence  do  must  humbly  betake  themselves  to  his  royal  majesty''s 
most  gracious  shelter  and  protection,  to  the  intent  that  they  may  be 
sustained  and  indemnified  for  the  wrongs  and  injuries  which  they 
have  suffered. 

In  the  year  1655,  on  the  3()th  day  of  August,  the  Dutch  from  the 
North  river,  where  Manhattan  or  New  Amsterdam  is  situated, 
with  seven  ships  or  vessels,  under  command  of  the  said  P.  Stuyve- 
sant,  having  on  board  600  or  700  men,  arrived  in  the  South  River, 
where  Nova  Svecia  lieth.  and  anchored  before  the  fortress  of  Elfs- 
borg,  which  was  then  dismantled  and  ruinous;  the  next  day.  they 
passed  Fort  Casimir,  and  bringing  to  a  little  above,  they  landed, 
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and  i  milled  lately  summoned  Sven  Scliiite.  who  was  in  command,  to 
surrender  the  fort,  enforcing  tlieir  summons  both  with  menaces  and 
persuasion ;  and  proceeded  to  tlirow  up  some  works.    Some  time 
before  this,  havino;  learned  from  the  savages  that  the  Dutcli  were 
about  to  assail  us,  we  had  caused  Fort  Casimir  to  be  supi)]ied  witli 
men  and  munitions  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  and  had  drawn  up  a 
resolution  in  writing  to  defend  tlie  fort  in  case  the  Dutcli  should 
attack  ir,  ordering  Captain  Schiite,  the  commandant,  to  send  on 
board  tlieir  sliips,  when  they  approaclied,  and  demand  of  them 
whether  tliey  came  as  friends,  and  in  any  case  to  warn  tliem  not  to 
run  by  the  fort,  upon  pain  of  being  fired  upon,  (whicli  in  sucli  case 
they  could  not  reckon  an  act  of  liostility).    But  if  they  were  minded 
to  treat  with  us  as  friends  concerning  our  territory  and  boundaries, 
he  should  compliment  them  with  a  Swedish  national  salute,  and 
assure  them  that  we  were  well  disposed  to  a  fast  friendship.    Never- 
theless, Captain  Sven  Scliiite  not  only  suffered  the  Dutch  ships  to 
pass  the  fort  without  remonstrance  or  firing  a  gun.  wheieby  they 
gained  tlie  command  both  of  the  fort  and  of  the  whole  river,  and 
cut  off  tlie  communication  between  the  forts,  by  posting  troops  be- 
tween tlieni,  as  iiigh  up  as  Christina  creek,  but  surrendered  the  fort 
to  Stuyvesant  by  a  dishonourable  capitulation,  in  which  he  forgot 
tostiiHilate  a  place  to  wliich  lie,  with  his  people  and  effects,  might 
retire  :  he  also  subscribed  the  capitulation,  not  in  the  fort  or  in  any 
indifferent  place,  but  on  board  a  Dutch  ship.    So  Stuyvesant  de- 
tained tiie  garrison,  and  transported  most  of  them  to  Manahatans, 
whereby  we  were  greatly  reduced  in  strength  and  endangered,  and 
not  even  knowing  as  yet  that  Fort  Casimir  had  so  suddenly  fallen 
into  tlie  enemy's  hands,  we  had  sent  thither  in  the  mean  time  nine 
or  ten  of  our  best  men  to  strengthen  the  garrison.    This  detach- 
ment, when  they  had  crossed  Christina  creek  betimes  in  tiie  morn- 
ing, found  the  Dutch  posted  there,  who  immediately  attacked  them, 
fifty  or  sixty  men  strong,  and  summoned  them  to  surrender;  but 
they  put  themselves  in  posture  of  dafence,  and  after  askirmisli  with 
the  Dutch,  were  all  taken  prisoners,  except  two,  who  retreated  to 
the  boat,  and  were  several  times  fired  upon  by  the  enemy,  but  witli- 
out  being  slain  or  wounded.    Upon  this  we  fired  upon  the  Dutch 
from  the  sconce,  with  a  great  gun,  whereupon  tliey  retired  into  the 
woods,  and  afterwards  treated  harshly  and  cruelly  such  of  our  people 
as  fell  into  tlieir  hands. 

The  same  day  the  factor  Elsvii  was  sent  down  from  Fort  Christina 
to  Stuyvesant  to  demand  an  explanation  of  his  conduct,  and  to  dis- 
suade him  from  further  hostilities,  as  we  could  not  be  persuaded 
that  he  seriously  puriiosed  to  disturb  us  in  the  lawful  dominions  of 
his  Royal  Majesty  and  our  principals.  But  as  Stuvvesant  had  so 
cheaply  obtained  possession  of  Fort  Casimir,  whither  we  had  sent 
our  best  soldiers,  thus  depriving  ourselves  in  a  great  measure  both 
15— Vol.  y. 
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of  men  and  munitions,  he  would  give  Elsvii  no  satisfaction,  but 
claimed  the  whole  river  and  all  our  territory,  and  had  well  nieh  de- 
tained Elsvii  as  a  spy.  When  we  learned  this  we  collected  all  the 
people  we  could  for  the  defence  of  Fort  Christina,  and  laboured 
with  all  our  might,  by  night  and  by  day,  in  strengthening  tlie  ram- 
parts, and  filling  gabions.  Tlie  next  day,  being  September  2d,  the 
Dutch  sliewed  themselves  in  considerable  strength  on  the  opposite 
bank  of  Christina  creek,  but  attempted  no  hostile  operations.  On 
the  morning  of  the  3d,  they  lioisted  their  flag  on  our  shallop,  whicli 
lay  drawn  upon  the  beacli,  and  appeared  to  be  about  establishing 
themselves  in  a  neighboring  house.  We  therefore  sent  over  Lieu- 
tenant Sven  Hook,  witli  a  drummer,  to  demand  what  they  pur- 
posed, for  what  cause  tliey  posted  themselves  there,  and  for  what 
we  should  hold  them.  When  lie  had  nearly  crossed  the  creek,  he 
asked  them  from  the  boat,  whether  he  might  freely  go  to  them  V 
They  answered  yes ;  and  whether,  after  discharging  his  commission, 
he  might  freely  return  ?  to  which  also  tliey  answered,  yes,  as  we 
could  all  plainly  hear  in  Fort  Cin'istina,  and  can  bear  witness  ac- 
cordingly. So  the  drummer  rowed  the  boat  to  the  shore,  without 
beat  of  drum,  because  the  lieutenant  already  had  their  parol,  and 
knowing  no  cause  of  hostility,  lie  supposed  this  ceremony  to  be  un- 
necessary. They  tlien  both  went  on  sliore,  and  an  officer  met  them, 
and  conducted  them  some  distance  to  a  house,  where  the  enemy 
had  already  taken  up  a  position.  Tlie  Dutcli  then  sent  our  lieuten- 
ant down  to  Stuyvesant,  pretending  that  he  was  a  spy,  and  Stuyve- 
sant  arrested  him  and  threw  him  into  tlie  ship's  hold,  but  Capt. 
Fridr.  Konish  detained  the  drummer  and  his  drum  in  his  own 
custody,  and  thus  they  treated  our  messengers,  contrary  to  the  laws 
and  customs  of  all  civilized  nations. 

By  the  4th  they  had  planted  gabions  about  the  house  on  the  oppo- 
site bank  of  Christina  creek,  and  afterwards  threw  up  a  battery 
under  cover  of  them,  and  entrenched  tiiemselves  there.  Some  of 
our  people  interpreted  all  this  as  indicating  the  purpose  of  the  Dutch 
to  be  to  claim  and  hold  all  our  territory  up  to  the  creek,  and  to  con- 
struct a  fort  there,  not  yet  believing  that  they  would,  in  contempt 
of  public  peace,  and  without  any  known  cause,  commence  hostili- 
ties against  us,  until  they  had  set  up  some  claim,  or  promulgated 
some  protest  against  us,  whereas  up  to  this  time  we  had  received 
from  them  neither  message  nor  letter  assigning  any  manner  of  cause 
or  complaint. 

On  the  5th,  the  Dutch  ships  went  up  to  Third  Hook  (tridie  Hoeck), 
where  they  landed  their  men,  who  then  passed  over  to  Timber 
Island,  and  thence  over  the  great  falls  (stoore  fallet) ,  and  so  invested 
Fort  Christina  on  all  sides.  They  brought  tiieir  ships  into  tiie 
mouth  of  the  creek,  and  planted  their  great  guns  on  tJie  western 
side  of  the  fort,  and  when  we  burnt  a  little  powder  in  a  couple  of 
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pieces  to  scale  them,  tliey  fired  several  shots  over  our  heads  from 
Timber  island,  wliere  they  had  taken  post  in  a  house,  and  announced 
to  us,  that  they  had  taken  up  a  position  on  the  west  side,  by  regular 
volleys.  We  continued  to  prepare  ourselves  to  make  the  best  de- 
fence which  our  streugtli  would  allow,  if  we  should  be  attacked, 
for  we  were  not  yet  satisfied  what  the  Dutch  intended :  but  in  a 
short  time  an  Indian  came  in  to  us  with  a  letter  from  Stuyvesant,  in 
which  he  arrogantly  claimed  the  whole  river,  and  required  me  and 
all  the  Swedes  eitlier  to  evacuate  tlie  country,  or  to  remain  there 
under  Dutch  protection,  tlireatening  with  the  consequences  in  case 
of  refusal.  Hereto  I  answered  briefly,  by  letter,  that  I  would  reply 
to  this  extraordinary  demand  by  special  messengers,  and  sent  him 
my  answer  by  the  same  Indian.  We  then  held  a  general  council  of 
war,  as  to  what  should  be  done,  if  the  Dutch  assaulted  us  by  storm 
or  battery ;  and  it  was  determined  that  we  should  in  any  case  main- 
tain the  defensive,  and  make  the  best  resistance  we  could,  but  should 
not  commence  or  provoke  hostilities,  on  account  of  our  weakness 
and  want  of  supplies;  that  we  should  wait  until  they  fired  upon  us, 
or  began  to  storm  the  works,  and  then  defend  ourselves  as  long  as 
we  could,  and  leave  tlie  consequences  to  be  redressed  by  our  gracious 
superiors. 

The  Dutch  now  began  to  encroach  upon  us  more  and  more  every 
day.  They  killed  our  cattle,  goats,  swine  and  poultry,  broke  open 
houses,  pillaged  the  i)eople  without  the  sconce  of  their  property, 
and  liigher  up  the  river  they  jtlundered  many,  and  stripped  them  to 
the  skin.  At  New  Gottenbei'g  they  robbed  Mr.  Papegoija's  wife  of 
all  she  had,'  with  many  others,  who  had  collected  their  property  to- 
gether there.  They  continued  to  advance  their  approaches  to  Fort 
Christina,  (which  was  a  small  and  feeble  work,  and  lay  upon  low 
ground,  aud  could  be  commanded  from  the  surrounding  heights), 
and  threw  up  two  batteries  besides  those  on  the  opposite  bank  and 
on  Timber  Island,  and  hoisted  their  flags  on  all  of  them,  as  well  as 
on  our  ship  in  Fish  creek,  all  which  hostile  acts,  injuries  and  insults 
we  were,  to  our  great  mortification,  compelled  to  witness  and  suffer, 
being  unable  to  resist  them,  by  reason  of  our  want  of  men  and 
powder,  whereof  our  supply  scarcely  sufficed  fur  a  single  round  for 
our  guns.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  we  still  trusted  that  they 
would  at  length  be  persuaded  to  hear  reason,  and  accordingly  on 
the  7th  we  sent  messengers  doMii  to  Stuyvesant  at  Fort  Casimir, 
with  a  written  commission,  whereby  we  sought  to  dissuade  him 
from  further  hostilities,  protesting  against  his  invasion  and  dis- 
turbance of  our  proper  territory  without  cause  assigned,  or  declara- 
tion denying,  as  far  as  they  coiild,  our  right  of  possession  in  the 
river ;  also  suggesting  to  him  the  jealousies  between  our  respective 
sovereigns,  and  other  consequencies  of  great  moment  which  Avould 
ensue ;  that  we  were  determined  to  defend  our  rights  to  tlie  utmost 
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of  our  stveiigth,  and  that  he  must  answer  for  all  consequences,  and 
finally  required  him  to  cease  hostilities,  and  to  retire  with  his  people 
from  Fort  Christina.  But  all  this  availed  nothing  with  him,  and 
on  the  contrary  he  persisted  in  liis  claim  to  tlie  whole  river,  and 
would  listen  to  no  terms  of  accommodation,  declaring  that  such 
were  his  orders,  and  tliat  those  who  liad  given  them  might  answer 
for  tlie  consequences.  He  then  wrote  me  a  letter  on  the  9th,  in 
which  lie  anticipates  all  teiins  of  accommodation,  will  not  allow 
that  we  liave  any  rights  to  the  said  river,  seeks  to  refute  our  argu- 
ments, and  stylesour  possession  a  usurpation,  and  so  interprets  every 
point  to  his  own  advantage. 

As  we  still  determined  to  maintain  our  own  defence,  and  abide  the 
result,  the  enemy  continued  to  carry  on  tlieir  approaches  day  and 
night,  and  witli  our  little  force  of  about  thirty  men  we  could  mak(^ 
no  sorties,  or  prevent  liim  from  gaining  positions  from  which  he 
could  command  the  sconce  so  completely,  that  there  was  not  a  spot 
on  the  ramparts  wliere  a  man  could  stand  in  security,  and  as  he  now 
daily  advanced  his  works,  and  summoned  us  to  capitulate,  witli 
threats  of  giving  no  quarter,  our  men  proposed  to  us  to  go  out  and  try 
to  bring  Stuyvesant  to  reason .  both  on  account  of  onr  want  of  supplies, 
and  tlie  advanced  condition  of  the  enemy's  works,  and  especially 
because  our  provisions  were  scanty  and  would  soon  be  exhausted. 
Besides  our  few  and  hastily  collected  people  were  getting  worn  out. 
partly  sick,  and  partly  ill  disposed,  and  some  had  deserted.  From 
these  considerations,  and  the  fear  of  a  mutiny,  it  was  agreed,  that 
I  and  Elsvii  should  go  out  the  )iext  day  and  hold  a  i)arley  with  Stuy- 
vesant, and  endeavour  to  restrain  him  from  forcible  measures,  and 
to  bring  him  to  reason.  We  accordingly  went  out  for  this  purpose 
on  the  13th,  and  Stuyvesant  and  Nicatius  de  Sylle  met  us  between 
the  sconce  and  their  most  advanced  work.  We  solemnly  protested 
against  his  procedure  and  his  hostile  conduct,  and  replied  verbally 
to  his  last  mentioned  letter,  conhrmed  our  title  with  the  best  argu- 
ments we  could,  and  held  a  long  discussion  with  tiieni  :  but  all  this 
]jroduced  no  impression  ui>on  them,  and  tliey  maintained  tlieir  first 
ground,  and  insisted  upon  the  surrender  of  Fort  Christina  and  the 
whole  river;  to  which  we  replied  that  we  would  defend  ourselves 
and  resist  them  to  the  last,  clearly  showing  them  that  they  were 
unjustly  invading  our  possessions,  and  declaring  that  we  would  ap- 
peal to  our  government  to  redress  our  wrongs,  and  protect  our 
rights  thus  forciVily  trenched  upon,  and  so  we  went  back  to  the 
sconce,  exhorted  our  men  to  a  manly  defence,  and  encouraged  them 
as  well  as  we  were  able. 

As  soon  as  the  Dutcli  had  nearly  completed  their  works,  they 
brought  the  guns  of  all  their  batteries  to  bear  upon  us,  and  on  the 
14th  instant  formally  summoned  Fort  Christina,  with  harsh  men- 
aces, by  a  drummer  and  a  messenger,  to  capitulate  within  twenty- 
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four  hours.  "We  then  assembled  a  general  council  of  the  whole 
garrison,  and  it  was  found  to  be  their  unanimous  opinion,  that  in- 
asmucli  as  we  had  not  sufficient  strength  for  our  defence,  (the 
Dutch  liaving  comjtleted  their  works  against  the  sconce,  and  neither 
the  sconce  nor  the  garrison  being  able  to  stand  an  assault.)  and 
were  in  want  of  both  powder  and  other  munitions,  and  bad  no  hope 
of  relief,  therefore  they  were  all  of  opinion,  that  we  shoulil  make 
the  best  terms  we  could  obtain  with  the  Dutch :  all  which  may  be 
seen  by  the  documents.  So  tlie  next  day  we  announced  to  the 
enemy,  that  we  would  consider  their  summons  witjiin  the  time  pre- 
scribed, and  being  now  reduced,  by  our  want  of  supplies  and  weak 
condition,  to  yield  to  the  violence  practised  upon  us,  we  concluded 
a  capitulation  with  Stuyvesant,  as  may  be  found  by  the  original 
among  the  documents,  and  surrendered  Fort  Christina  to  him  on 
the  loth  instant,  stipulating  that  the  guns  and  all  the  effects  be- 
longing to  the  crown  or  the  company  sliould  be  restored  by  the 
Dutch,  according  to  the  inventory,  upon  demand,  and  reserving  the 
restitution  of  our  sovereign's  rights  in  time  and  manner  fitting; 
providing  also,  that  the  Dutch  sliould  freely  transport  to  Sweden 
both  us,  and  as  many  Swedes  as  cliose  to  accompany  us,  for  we 
held  it  better  that  the  people  should  be  restored  to  their  Father- 
land's service  than  to  leave  them  there  in  misery,  without  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  in  which  case  they  would  have  entered  the  service 
of  the  Dutch  or  English,  and  never  again  advantaged  their  country. 


AMBASSADOR  NIEUPOORT  TO  THE  STATES 
GENERAL. 


"Westminster,  the  last  day  of  the  year  1655. 
Hifjh  and  Mighty  Lords  : 

My  Lords  :  I  saw  a  letter  a  few  days  since  which  was  written 
in  Plymouth  the  22''  instant,  stating  that  three  Dutch  ships,  coming 
on  private  account  from  New  Netherland,  were  obliged  by  stress  of 
weather  to  run  into  that  port,  and  that  in  them  arrived  ^Ir.  John 
Risen  with  several  Swedish  soldiers,  who  report  that  tliree  forts  and 
whatever  they  possessed  thereal^outs  had  been  seized  by  the  Dutch 
in  those  parts;  that  the  Savages  or  Indians  had,  at  the  same  time, 
made  a  descent  on  the  Dutch  Colonies,  but  were  repulsed,  and  that 
they  killed  only  about  30  Dutchmen  and  burnt  some  few  mean  farm- 
houses. The  aforestiid  Risen  had  given  out  that  it  is  his  intention 
to  apply  to  the  Swedish  Ambassador  here,  but  has  not  yet  made  his 
appearance.    Those  three  ships  which  are  homeward  bound,  will  be 
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able  to  give  the  most  correct  information  of  wliat  lias  occurred. 
Letters  have  also  been  received  from  the  city  announcing  the  ar- 
rival of  a  frigate  called  the  Namptwich,  vv^hich,  witli  a  man-of-war 
named  the  Assurance^  had,  after  conveying  some  merchantmen  as 
far  as  the  Latitude  of  the  river  of  Lisbon ,  captured  three  French 
ships-of-war  coming  from  the  bay  of  Cascais.  The  Namptwich 
frigate  being  the  best  sailer,  engaged  the  flagship  of  30  guns,  com- 
manded by  Collaert,  who,  previous  to  this,  liad  been  in  tlie  service 
of  the  King  of  Spain,  at  Dunkirk  ;  and  the  Assurance,  not  being  as 
good  a  sailer  as  the  other  two  Frencli  sliips,  and  knowing  that  the 
other  frigate  would  have  a  ditlicult  task,  came  to  its  assistance, 
whereupon  Collaert  being  unwilling  to  surrender,  the  English  sunk 
the  ship,  but  he  and  6  or  7  men  were  saved  and  brought  to  Plymouth. 
Tlie  ship  the  Assurance  having  lost  her  bowsprit  and  foremast,  went 
into  Lisbon  fcr  rej)airs.  The  above  engagement  took  place  before 
the  publication  of  the  Treaty,  and  consequently  before  the  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities.  A  man-of-war  of  10  guns,  commanded  by  one 
Captain  Turner,  under  a  commission  from  the  Duke  of  York,  was 
brought  into  tlie  same  harbor  by  one  of  tiie  frigates  belonging  to 
this  State.  With  these  exceptions  we  have  not  received  any  news 
here  from  sea  since  my  last  despatch.  The  Theologians  who  were 
appointed  to  give  tlieir  opinion  on  the  proposals  submitted  by  Manas- 
seli  Ben  Israel  regarding  the  Jews,  and  had  not  yet  spoken  at  the 
previous  conference,  pronounced  their  opinion  on  Tuesday  last,  and, 
as  I  am  informed,  were,  for  the  most  ])art.  in  favor  of  the  Jews 
being  admitted  as  Merchants,  but  considered  tlie  public  toleration 
of  their  Synagogue  to  be  of  grave  conse(iuence.  I  cannot  learn  that 
anytliing  is  as  yet  decided,  as  the  Lord  Protector,  having  heard  the 
opinion  of  others,  does  not  yet  think  proper  to  let  his  own  be  known. 

In  a  church  of  which  Mr.  John  Simpson  was  formerly  the  Pastor, 
one  Cornet  Day  did,  a  short  time  since,  in  the  presence  of  a  num- 
ber of  people  who  were  assembled  to  hear  tlie  sermon,  ascend  the 
pulpit,  and  read  to  tlie  Congregation  a  very  abominable  pasquinade 
against  the  Government,  wliich  he  attacked  with  the  bitterest  ex- 
pressions that  can  be  thouglitof;  the  abovenamed  Simpson  after- 
wards climbed  into  the  pulpit  and  read  a  text,  and  directed  the 
whole  of  his  sermon  according  to  the  contents  of  the  pasquinade 
already  read  by  the  former;  he  was  thereupon  arrested,  but  the 
other  is  not  to  be  found;  he  and  Mr.  Feach  were  formerly  detained 
a  long  time  prisoners  in  Windsor  Castle ;  he  was  Ulcerated  on  his 
promising  to  remain  quiet. 

The  fleet  was  got  in  readiness  here  with  the  greatest  dispatch, 
and  many  are  of  opinion  that  General  Blake  might  easily  put  to  sea 
with  the  largest  of  the  shii)s  in  a  few  weeks. 

Wlierewith  concluding,  I  shall  at  tiie  end  of  the  year  wish  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart  your  High  Mightinesses'  laudable  govern- 
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ment,  in  the  beginning  of  the  New  Year,  all  prosperity,  and  ever 
be  and  remain, 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

Your  High  Mightinesses' 

most  humble  Servant, 
(Signed)  WILL™  NIEUPOOET. 

Received  6'"  January,  165G. 


RESOLUTION     OF    THE    STATES    GENERAL    ON    THE 
PRECEDING  LETTER. 


Thursday,  6"'  January,  1856. 
Received  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Nieupoort,  tlieir  High  Mighti- 
nesses' Extraordinary  Ambassador  in  England,  written  at  West- 
minster the  31  December  last,  togetlier  with  two  letters  from  him  of 
the  same  date  to  Secretary  Ruysch,  along  with  an  inclosure  advising 
among  other  things  that  some  Swedish  Soldiers  had  arrived  in 
England  from  New  Netherland,  who  were  expelled  thence  by  those 
of  this  nation.  Which  being  considered,  it  is  resolved  and  con- 
cluded that  the  Presiding  Chamber  of  the  AVest  India  Company 
shall  he  written  to,  to  transmit  information  without  delay,  on  this 
point  to  their  High  Mightinesses. 


( 


AMBASSADOR  NIEUPOORT  TO  THE  STATES 
GENERAL. 


Westminster,  7  January,  1656. 
High  and  Mighty  Lords  : 

My  Lords:  A  certain  merchant  here  in  London,  attending  to 
the  business  of  the  West  India  Company,  communicated  to  me,  a 
few  days  ago,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stuyvesandt,  Director-General  of 
New  Netherland,  handed  to  him  by  Mr.  Johan  Rising,  late  Gov- 
ernor for  the  Crown  of  Sweden,  on  the  South  River  of  New  Neth- 
land  aforesaid,  wherein  the  abovenamed  Stuyvesandt  writes  that  he 
had,  on  tlie  express  order  and  instructions  of  tlie  Directors  of  the 
Incorporated  West  India  Company,  lately  reduced  the  said  South 
River,  under  tliat  Company's  obedience:  witli  a  formal  Capitula- 
tion, whereby  it  Avas  stipulated,  that  the  skipper  with  whom  tlie 
abovenamed  Johan  Rising  and  tlie  factor  Henrick  Elswyck,  should 
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sail,  was  instructed  to  land  them  in  France  or  in  England,  and  that 
Dir.  ctor-General  Stuyvesandt  was  to  loan  or  furnish  the  former  ex- 
change for  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  Flemish,  for  the  jn'ose- 
cution  of  his  voyage,  &.C.,  which  the  abovenamed  Rising  coming 
here  to  London  from  Plymouth,  at  once  demanded  from  the  said 
merchant. 

No  news  has  been  received  here  from  sea  since  my  last,  from  any 
quarter,  nor  from  Scotland  nor  Ireland,  and  nothing  worth  men- 
tioning has  occurred  since  Christmas  day.  A^ice-Admiral  de  Ruyter 
is  higldy  praised  for  having  befriended  the  ships  of  this  nation,  and 
so  valiantly  attacked  the  enemies  of  all  Christendom.  The  Lord 
Protector  with  the  Council  held  a  special  day  of  Fasting  and 
Thanksgiving  on  the  day  before  yesterday,  and  I  am  assured  that 
about  forty  first  class  ships  will  be  ready  for  sea  within  a  month, 
among  which  will  be  the  large  frigate  the  Nascbi/  and  the  ship  Beso- 
lution,  each  carrying  over  eighty  guns  and  tive  hundred  men.  1  am 
informed  that  General  Blake  will  go  in  the  first,  and  Vice-Admiral 
Lawson  in  the  second ;  Major  Bourne  is  to  be  employed  as  llear- 
Admiral  of  the  aforesaid  lleet.  I  am,  moreover,  informed  by  relia- 
ble authority,  that  full  fourteen  or  fifteen  good  ships  are  gone  quietly 
from  time  to  time,  some  before  some  afterwards,  to  the  West  Indies 
with  all  sorts  of  stores,  so  that  they  iiope  to  have  their  fleet  in  those 
parts  sufficiently  reinforced  to  make  head  against  any  hostile  demon- 
stration. I  am  told  that  a  hundred  and  twenty  cavalry,  selected 
from  all  the  regiments  of  horse,  entered  the  city  on  the  day  before 
yesterday,  who  are  to  serve  under  a  cornet,  as  a  mounted  guard  to 
the  Lord  Protector;  they  are  all  disciplined  men,  who  have  sei-ved 
at  least  seven  years,  and  each  of  them,  as  I'm  informed,  is  allowed 
a  servant  and  four  shillings  sterling  a  day.  The  Lieutenant  of  the 
former  body  guard,  consisting  of  forty  persons,  mostly  gentlemen, 
is  appointed  Captain  of  the  corps.  The  Majors  General  in  the  re- 
spective Provinces,  continue  according  to  their  instructions,  to  pro- 
vide against  new  disturbances,  whereby  many  have  been  brought 
into  great  difliculties.  Nothing  further  has  been  done  respecting 
the  proposals  of  the  Jews. 

Wherewith  ending,  I  wish  your  High  Mightinesses  all  happiness 
and  pros])erity,  and  shall  always  be  and  remain. 
High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

Your  High  Mightinesses'  Most  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  WIL'"  NIEUPUORT. 

Received  13  January,  1656. 
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CHAMBER  AT  AMSTERDAM  TO  THE  STATES 
GENERAL. 


Amsterdam,  this  13  January,  165G. 
High  and  Mightij  Lords  : 

"We  yesterday  received  your  High  Migrhtinesses'  letter  of  6'''  in- 
stant with  tlie  accompanyinp:  extract  of  Ambassador  Nieupoort's 
despatch  dated  tlie  31  December  last.  In  answer  thereunto  we 
state,  that  in  the  month  of  May,  1651,  one  John  Ryssen  who  repre- 
sented himself  as  being  commissioned  by  the  Crown  of  Sweden, 
arrived,  with  a  certain  ship  and  some  people,  in  the  New  Nether- 
land  province  of  the  Incorporated  West  India  Company  of  this  coun- 
try; and  there,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  made  liimself  master 
of  the  aforesaid  Company's  fortress  named  Casimier,  situate  on  the 
South  river,  and  thus  dispossessed  us  of  a  place  wliicli  we  luid  occu- 
pied for  many  years  in  peace  and  quietness.  Being  advised  thereof 
by  the  Director-General,  we  chartered  the  ship  the  Wacg  last  year 
from  the  Worsiiipful  Burgomasters  of  this  city,  and  sent  off  some 
soldiers  in  hei-  to  recover  the  aforesaid  fort  from  the  said  Jan  Rysen , 
and  to  bring  it  under  the  Company's  obedience.  This  being  accom- 
plished, lie  resolved  to  repair  hither  with  some  people,  and  embarked 
on  board  one  of  the  three  ships,  which  having  sailed  from  New 
Netherland,  first  ran  into  Plymouth  in  England  by  contrary  winds, 
and  now  have  arrived  in  the  Texel.  The  papers  and  documents 
were  handed  us,  for  the  first  time,  to-day,  so  that  we  have  not  yet 
had  an  opportunity  to  examine  them.  Notwithstanding,  we  could 
not  omit  advising  your  High  Mightinesses  of  what  ])recedes  in  or- 
der that  pursuant  to  your  request,  the  earliest  information  may  be 
furnished ;  yet  we  offer  to  be  pn^pared  to  submit  to  your  High 
Mightinesses  a  full  report  of  what  has  occurred,  should  you  con- 
sider it  necessary.    Wherewith, 

High  and  Mighty  Lords,  we  shall  pray  God  Almighty  for  tlie  con- 
tinual welfare  of  your  High  Mightinesses'  prosperous  government, 
and  remain 

Your  High  Mightinesses'  humble  servants. 
The  Directors  of  the  West  India  Cftmpany,  Chamber  at  Amsterdam. 
(Signed)  J.  BOMTEMANTEL. 

ABR.  WILMERDONX. 

Received  15  January,  1656. 
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RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES  GENERAL  ON  THE 
PRECEDING  LETTER. 


Saturday,  the  15""  January,  1656. 
Received  a  letter  from  the  Directors  of  tlie  West  India  Company, 
Chamber  at  Amsterdam,  dated  the  13""  instant,  in  answer  to 
their  High  Micrhtinesses'  despatch  of  the  6'"  instant,  and  conse- 
quently information  relative  to  the  expulsion  of  some  Swedish  sol- 
diers from  New  Netherland.  "Which  being  considered,  the  Prov- 
inces have  requested  copy  of  said  letter,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
granted  them. 


CHAMBER  AT  AMSTERDAM  TO  THE  STATES  GENERAL. 


Amsterdam,  this  24  January,  1656. 

Secret. 
High  and  Mighty  Lords: 

In  our  provisional  answer  of  the  13'"  of  this  current  month  to 
your  High  Mightinesses  despatch  of  the  6""  instant  concerning  the 
Swedes  who  have  arrived  from  New  Netherland,  we  offered  to 
furnisli  a  further  Report  of  what  occurred  there,  which  we  have 
since  had  prepared  with  the  proper  verifications;  and  l)ave  resolved 
to  transmit  herewith  to  your  High  Mightinesses  with  an  humble 
request,  that  on  considering  them  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
and  the  reasons  thereunto  appertaining,  you  will  please  not  to  take 
it  ill  of  the  Company,  that  it  had  so  far  regarded  the  honor  of  tliis 
State  as  to  evince  at  some  resentment  at  the  several  affronts,  in- 
juries and  damages  perpetrated  against  us  by  the  Swedes  in  the 
aforesaid  district,  and  that  we  have  provided,  as  far  as  it  lay  in  our 
power,  that  the  unheard  of  and  hostile  usurpations  of  that  nation 
be  afforded  no  new  occasion  to«attempt,  unhindered  and  at  their 
pleasure,  similar  invasions  of  the  Company's  possessions,  as  daily 
experience  hath  sufficiently  taught.  We  farther  pray  your  High 
Mightinesses  to  allow  yourselves  to  be  persuaded  to  grant  the  Com- 
pany the  needful  assistance,  so  that  this  noble  Province  which  hath 
begun  to  prosper  right  well  in  trade  and  agriculture,  and  would, 
under  other  circumstances,  be  very  useful,  and  serve  even  as  a  gran- 
ary to  this  State,  may  not  come  to  decay,  and  thus  be  only  a  burthen 
which  otherwise  would  be  a  means  of  such  notable  proht.    AVl)ere- 
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with  praying  God  Almighty  to  be  pleased  to  bless  your  High  Mighti- 
nesses' persons  and  goverment,  we  remain 
High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

Your  High  Mightinesses'  Humble  Servants, 
The  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  Chamber  at  Amsterdam. 
(Signed)  J.  BOXTEMANTEL,- 


Received  28  January,  1656. 


Secret. 


DAUID  V5lN  BAERLE. 


Deduction  or  Clear  and  precise  Account  of  the  Condition  of  the  South 
river,  situated  in  iVew  Netherlands  and  of  the  unseemly  proceedings 
of  the  Swides  there:  presented  to  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords  States 
General  of  the  United  Netherlands.     Received  £S'"  January,  1G5G. 

The  Incorporated  AVest  India  Company  of  this  country  took  pos- 
session, in  tlie  year  1626,  among  other  places,  of  the  South  river  situat- 
ed in  New  Netherland,  and  there  erected  or  caused  to  be  built,  two 
posts  or  fortresses ;  the  one  and  the  largest  called  Nassau,  16  leagues 
up  the  river  on  the  east  bank,  being  their  southern  frontier;  and  tlie 
other  named  Bevers  reede,  down  the  river  on  tlie  west  bank,  about 
the  lands  of  the  Schuylkil;  a  place  wonderfully  convenient  and  .so 
called  on  account  of  the  Beaver  trade  which  was  prosecuted  tliere 
to  a  considerable  amount  with  the  natives  and  Indians. 

The  Company  also  bought,  or  caused  to  be  bought  from  the  natives 
and  owners,  about  the  same  time,  many  lands,  in  order  thus  to  be 
able,  as  first  discoverers  and  possessors,  to  settle  this  river  more 
peaceably,  quietly  and  with  greater  right. 

This  Soutli  River  was  deemed  the  finest  of  all  North  America, 
being  wide,  deep  and  navigable:  also  greatly  abounding  in  fish,  es- 
pecially in  plenty  of  sturgeon,  from  the  roe  of  which  caviar  in  vast 
quantity  can  be  manufactured. 

The  soil  hereabouts,  and  on  both  sides  of  said  river,  is  very  fertile 
and  the  most  part  of  it  exceedingly  well  adapted  for  tillage  and  gram ; 
it  also  produces  various  descriptions  of  fruits. 

Thou.sands  of  Beavers  can  be  bought  here  and  around  the  Schuyl- 
kil, or  Bevers  reede,  the  Company's  constructed  Redoubt,  which 
are  brought  down  in  great  abundance  by  the  Southern  Indians  (called 
Minquas)  and  the  Black  Indians,  so  that  this  river  has  been  always 
held  in  great  esteem  and  repute  by  the  Company  and  its  Agents,  on 
account  of  its  fitness  and  great  convenience  both  for  Trade  and 
Agriculture. 

This  River  had  been  for  many  years  in  the  peaceable  and  quiet 
possession  of  the  Company  until,  at  length,  a  certain  person  named 
Pieter  Minuyt,  forgetful  of  the  benefits  conferred  on  him  by  the 
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Company,  whose  Director  lie  had  been  in  New  Netlierland.  cast  his 
eye  ujion  it.  But  not  knowing  under  wliat  pertence  to  go  tliere,  he 
proceeded  to  Sweden  and  liaving.  as  'twas  asserted,  obtained  a  Com- 
mission from  tliat  Crown.  transi)orted  himself  thence  forthwith  to 
the  South  River  with  one  or  two  ships  and  some  Swedes,  the  most 
of  whom  were  banditti,  were  in  the  year  1638.  and  consequently  full 
twelve  years  after  the  Company  had  come  there,  he  had  a  foi't 
erected  called  Christina,  about  five  (a  .  six  leagues  below  the  Com- 
pany's fort  Nassau,  notwithstanding  as  first  discoverers  and  pos- 
sessors of  the  aforesaid  river,  the  latter  had  caused  its  Servants  to 
protest  repeatedly  against  them:  as  api)ears  l)y  divers  letters  of 
their  Director  "Willem  Kieft,  extracts  whereof  are  hereunto  an- 
nexed under  N"  1 . 

The  land  named  the  Schuylkil.  where,  as  already  mentioned,  fort 
Bevers  reede  stands,  was  purchased  from  the  right  owners  and 
principal  Indians  in  the  year  1633,  by  Arent  Corssen,  the  Com- 
pany's Servant,  and  conveyed  to  the  Company,  which  conveyance 
the  aforesaid  Indian  Chiefs  did  also,  in  the  year  1648,  renew  and 
confirm,  as  can  be  seen  by  the  Deed  and  conveyance  annexed,  N"  2. 
The  Swedes,  notwithstanding,  have  erected  a  fort  on  these  grounds 
and  streams  so  indisputably  belonging  to  the  Company,  namely,  on 
the  point  of  the  Shuylkil  aforesaid,  by  them  called  Kievit's  hook, 
and  moreover  built  there  also  a  trading  house  right  in  front  of  the 
gate  of  the  Company's  fortress  Bevers  reede,  not  a  rod  from  the 
gate,  whereby  our  people  were  wholly  shut  out  from  the  sight  of  the 
road,  so  as  the  better  to  de})rive  the  Company  of  the  Beaver  trade, 
whereunto  they  directed  all  their  efforts,  and  so  ruined  the  trade, 
that  it  has  become  unprofitable  to  the  Company,  to  its  serious  dam- 
age and  loss.  And  although  the  Company  had,  on  account  of  these 
intolerable  and  insufferable  proceedings,  sufficient  cause  to  drive 
the  Swedes  thence,  which  could  then  have  been  easily  effected,  yet 
neglecting  so  to  do  for  peace  sake  and  in  order  to  obviate  any  trou- 
ble between  both  nations,  it  only  protested,  as  before. 

The  Swedes,  disregarding  all  our  i>rotests,  have  abused,  scoffed 
and  arrogantly  treated  this  forbearance  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
pany's Servants:  for,  having  erected  a  third  fort,  named  Elsborgh, 
on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river,  they  became  so  iiisolent,  that  they 
not  only  overhauled  there  the  sloops  and  boats  provided  with  the 
Company's  commission,  and  obstructed  them  on  their  voyage,  but 
even,  under  pretence  of  inspection,  took  therefrom  the  best  [skins] 
to  the  serious  damage  of  the  people  and  the  gross  contempt  of  this 
State  and  of  the  Company,  who.  by  virtue  of  first  discovery,  had  so 
righteously  possessed  and  owned  this  river :  and  John  Prints,  the 
Swedish  Governor,  did  not  hesitate  repeatedly  to  say,  that  the 
aforesaid  little  fort  Elsborg  was  placed  there  for  the  purpose  of 
shutting  up  the  river. 
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The  Swedes,  who  were  daily  increasing  in  numbers  and  arrogance, 
have  not  only  charged  their  peoi)le  not  to  trade  with  the  Comp.uiy's 
settlers  nor  to  pay  them  their  debts,  but  also  stiictly  forbade  our 
settlers  aforesaid  to  make  any  bouweries,  plantations  or  gardens 
between  their  trading  house  and  the  Company's  fort  Bevers  reede, 
though  it  was  many  years  before  the  arrival  of  the  Swedes  there, 
the  Company's  own  and  indisputaljle  land,  purchased  from  the  na- 
tives and  right  owners,  and  by  Deed  conveyed  to  tiie  Company  as 
aforesaid.  Which,  notwithstanding,  their  intolerable  insolence  be- 
came so  excessive,  that  contrary  to  all  public  law,  they  by  force 
broke  down  and  wholly  destroyed  the  houses,  plantations  and  gar- 
dens akeady  erected  and  made  on  the  aforesaid  Company's  own 
hinds,  to  the  further  contempt  of  this  State  and  Company,  and  to 
the  serious  injury  and  damage  of  those  who,  as  subjects,  had  re- 
paired and  settled  there  under  their  High  Mightinesses'  and  the 
Company's  protection  ;  as  more  fully  appears  by  divers  papers  and 
documents  received  from  New  Netherland.  and  among  the  rest  by 
a  certain  Remonstrance  presented  there  by  the  said  subjects  to 
Petrus  Stuyvesant,  the  Company's  Director;  copy  whereof  is  an- 
nexed, N"  3. 

It  is  sufficiently  apparent  from  all  these  unheard  of  and  insuffer- 
able proceedings,  that  their  intention  was  thus  to  dispossess  and 
unseat  tlie  Company  from  the  entire  river.  AVherefore,  Director 
Stuyvesant  was  under  the  necessity  of  proceeding  thither  in  person 
in  the  year  1651.  for  the  preservation  and  i)rotection  of  the  Com- 
pany's right  and  jurisdiction,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  its  inhab- 
itants; where  being  arrived,  he,  by  letters  and  messengers  made 
known  and  caused  to  be  communicated  to  Johan  Printz,  the  Swedisii 
Governor,  the  right  the  Company  had,  by  virtue  of  first  discovery 
and  taken  possession .  generally  to  the  aforesaid  river,  conhrmed 
and  rendered  indisputable  by  the  purchase  of  divers  lands,  includ- 
ing the  Schuylkil  district,  which  purchase  and  conveyance  was 
effected  many  years  before  the  coming  there  of  the  Swedes,  as  is  to  be 
proved  l)y  deeds  and  conveyances;  requesting  him,  therefore,  to 
show  in  like  manner  by  similar  evidence,  what  lands  there  had  been 
purchased  by  him  or  his,  and  were,  consequently,  conveyed  to  them 
by  the  natives  and  proprietors. 

The  result  was  only  a  simple  writing,  wherein  the  aforesaid 
Governor  designated  the  Swedish  limits  wide  and  broad  enough ; 
but  witiiout  any  justification  or  proper  proof:  having  recourse  to 
the  subterfuge  that  the  deeds  of  the  purchase  and  conveyance  of 
the  acquired  lands  there,  were  not  at  hand,  but  in  the  Chancery  at 
Stockholm,  where,  he  said,  he  had  indeed  seen  them. 

'Twas  shortly  after  made  manifest,  that  these  subterfuges  were 
destitute  of  truth,  for  said  Governor  then  for  the  first  time  tried  to 
buy  from  a  certain  Sachem  or  Indian  chief,  named  Waspangzewan, 
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such  lands  as  he  already  occupied,  and  insisted  were  included  within 
liis  limits.  "Whereunto  the  said  Indian  chief  not  being  willing,  re- 
fused because,  as  lie  said,  the  Swedes  had  so  long  occupied  tlie 
aforesaid,  his  lands,  partly  against  his  will  and  by  force,  without 
having  ever  given  him  the  least  satisfaction  ;  as  said  chief  had  him- 
self, in  presence  of  divers  respectable  persons  declared  both  verbally 
and  in  writing  to  Director  Stuyvesant ;  to  whom  he  tlien  presented, 
and  in  due  form  conveyed  for  the  Comjiany,  as  a  perpetual  and 
hereditary  possession,  his  lands  aforesaid,  with  their  kills  and  super- 
ficies, so  unjustly  and  forciby  occupied  l)y  the  Swedes,  situate  both 
on  the  east  and  west  shores,  and  on  the  east  shore  beginning  from 
tiie  Naricon  creek,  extending  in  a  westerly  direction  down  the  river 
unto  Maetsingsing,and  on  the  west  shore  beginning  from  a  certain 
creek  called  J^eckatoesing,  extending  from  the  river  westward  unto 
Settoen  soene,  otherwise  called  the  Minquaas  kill,  wheie  the 
Swedish  fort  Christina  stands.  All  which  can  be  more  fully  and 
clearly  seen  in  the  aforesaid  written  declaration,  and  in  the  deed 
and  conveyance  of  said  lands;  authentic  copy  whereof  is  annexed 
hereunto,  N°  4. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  and  for  still  further  peace  and  security, 
the  said  Director  Stuyvesant  sent  for  all  the  other  Indian  chiefs  yet 
dwelling  about  the  aforesaid  river,  and  who  were  owners  of  the 
lands  situate  thereabouts,  and  in  i)resence  of  divers  ]>ersons,  ac- 
cording to  their  annexed  written  declaration  No.  5,  pro])osed  to 
them  some  questions:  among  the  rest,  he  divers  times  distinctly 
and  in  express  terms,  had  the  question  i)ut  to  them.  Whether  they 
had  ever  sold  or  given  any  lands  there  to  the  Swedes,  as  these  al- 
leged y  All  of  whom  thereupon  unanimously  and  positively  an- 
swered. No;  only  the  ground  on  wliich  tiie  Swedish  fort  Christina 
stood,  and  a  certain  garden  to  i)lant  tobacco.  Declaring  further, 
that  they  gave  the  Company  all  tlie  land,  from  the  aforesaid  fort 
Christina  down  to  Boomtjes  hook,  being  some  leagues,  to  do  there- 
with as  -it  pleased.  Politely  thanking  them  therefor,  the  said  Di- 
rector preferred  making  them  satisfaction  and  a  present  in  I'eturn, 
which  they  also  have  specially  and  as  satisfaction  accepted,  as  may 
be  seen  by  the  deeds  thereof,  executed  in  due  form  under  the  signa- 
ture of  their  own  hands ;  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  N"  6. 

This  being  thus  done  for  the  prevention  of  f urtlier  trouble  and 
for  the  removal  of  all  possible  pretexts  the  Swedes  might  set  up, 
Director  Stuyvesant  found  it  necessary  for  ther  greater  security  of 
the  Company's  jurisdiction  and  the  protection  of  its  people,  to  build 
another  fort  on  the  said  river,  and  to  raze  fort  Nassau,  which  lay 
too  higli  up  and  at  too  inconvenient  a  distance.  And  selecting  for 
that  purpose  a  tolerably  suitable  spot  on  the  Company's  own  land, 
conveyed  by  deed  as  aforesaid,  about  a  league  from  the  Swedish  fort 
Christina,  and  having  completed  the  fort  which  he  called  Casimir, 
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and  provided  it  with  a  garrison  and  munitions  of  war,  according 
to  circumstances,  the  aforesaid  Director  before  his  departure,  liad 
divers  verbal  conferences  with  Johan  Printz,  the  Swedisli  Governor, 
and  tliey  mutually  promised  not  to  commit  any  hostile  or  vexatious 
acts  against  one  another,  but  to  maintain  togetlier  all  neighborly 
friendship  and  correspondence,  as  good  friends  and  allies  are  bound 
to  do. 

Afterwards,  this  Swedisli  Governor  being  gone,  and  the  affairs  of 
the  Swedes  tliere  going  to  decay,  in  consequence  of  not  having  re- 
ceived any  assistance,  those  who  were  still  i-emaining  in  those  parts 
caused  application  to  be  made  to  Director  Stuyvesant  that  the  Com- 
pany would  protect  and  take  tliem  under  its  care  and  guardianship, 
offering  for  that  purpose  to  behave  as  inhabitants  and  subjects  of 
this  State ;  as  is  to  be  seen  by  the  annexed  extract  of  said  Director's 
despatch,  dated  6"'  October,  1653, N-  7.  And  althougli  many  would 
have  seized  that  opportunity  thus  to  be  rid  of  them  and  to  be  mas- 
ter of  those  who,  by  force  and  contrary  to  repeated  protests,  had 
settled  there,  and  at  whose  hands  they  had,  in  addition,  suffered  so 
many  affronts,  injuries  and  losses,  yet  sucli  was  not  done,  but  the 
said  Director  even  did  not  want  and  was  unwilling  to  accept  this 
their  offer  of  removing  under  the  Company's  obedience,  merely  in 
order  to  prevent  and  obviate  all  difficulties  and  complaints  which 
might  be  made  and  put  fortli  in  this  country  about  the  matter. 

This  civility  and  peaceable  proceeding  done  with  so  good  and  up- 
right a  meaning  and  intention,  met  with  a  very  ill  return  :  for  after- 
wards in  the  month  of  May  of  the  year  1654,  came  a  Swedish  ship 
full  of  people  into  the  aforesaid  South  river,  with  a  new  Governor 
who,  contrary  to  all  right  and  reason,  forcibly  made  themselves 
inasters  of  the  Company's  newly  erected  fort  Casimir,  stripped  the 
Company's  people  and  soldiers,  who  were  but  few  in  number,  of 
their  arms  and  thrust  them  forth,  and  obliged  and  forced  the  free 
men  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Swedish  Governor,  as  they 
were  not  resolved  to  leave  all  their  property  there;  as  further  is  to 
be  seen  by  the  copy  of  the  collected  affidavits  thereof  made,  and  by 
the  annexed  extracts  of  the  letters  of  Director  Stuyvesant  and  Ger- 
rit  Bicker,  late  commandant  of  said  fort  Casimir,  N"  8. 

Making  themselves,  in  tiiis  wise,  wholly  masters  of  that  fine  and 
navigable  river,  to  w'hich  they  never  had  any  pretention  nor  right, 
inasmuch  as  the  Company  had,  before  the  arrival  of  any  Christian 
Nation  there,  taken  and  caused  to  be  taken  possession  thereof  full 
12  years  before  the  coming  of  the  Swedes;  which  possession  was 
further  confirmed  and  rendered  indisputable  by  prior  and  legal  pur- 
chase of  many  and  divers  lands  made  over  to  them  by  proper  deeds 
and  conveyances,  as  already  sufficiently  proved :  so  that  the  Swedes 
cannot  justify  this  atrocious  and  unheard  of  action  by  aiiy  just 
pretext  or  appearance  in  the  world,  as  the  new  Swedish  Governor 
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also  seems  sufficiently  to  admit  in  liis  letter  which  he  ^yrote  on  this 
subject  to  Director  ytnyvesant;  for  lie  says,  that  this  is  a  matter 
of  greater  importance  tlian  will  be  able  to  be  adjusted  by  servants 
who  as  he  observes — and  this  is  to  be  remarked — must  only  obey 
orders;  excusing  this  his  improi)er  proceedings  by  the  commands 
which  he  had  hereunto  received  from  the  Crown  of  Sweden  ;  as  is 
to  be  seen  by  the  annexed  extract  of  said  letter,  N"  9. 

The  Director-General  of  New  Netlierland  (who  was.  at  first, 
greatly  pained  by  this  affair,  as  he  received  nothing  but  threats  in 
reply  to  his  friendly  demand  for  restitution.)  found  it  expedient  to 
resent  this  wrong  last  year,  on  receipt  of  the  reinforcement  sent 
hence.  And  thereupon  departed  with  his  supplementary  force  for 
the  bouth  river,  and  with  God's  help,  reduced,  without  bloodshed, 
the  aforesaid  fort  Casimir  again  under  the  obedience  of  this  State 
and  Comi)any,  on  the  11"'  September,  1655,  according  to  the  annexed 
Capitulation.  N"  10. 

And  as  the  (Governor  of  Fort  Christina,  named  John  Rising,  so 
unjustly  filched  the  jiossession  of  the  aforesaid  fort  in  the  year  1654, 
from  this  State  and  the  Company,  as  already  narrated,  and  as  noth- 
ing was  to  be  expected  but  that  he  would  undertake  a  similar  at- 
tempt after  the  departure  of  the  aforesaid  Director-General,  the 
latter,  therefore,  summoned  the  aforesaid  Fort  Christina,  and  ob- 
tained possession  thereof  in  like  manner,  without  any  bloodshed, 
on  tiie  2o"'  of  tlie  same  montii,  according  to  the  capitulation  here- 
unto annexed,  N"  11. 

And  thougli  the  aforesaid  action,  according  to  the  law  of  nations 
and  for  divers  reasons,  could  be  maintained  and  defended,  the  Com- 
pany,  nevertheless,  in  order  to  show  and  to  declare  before  all  the  world 
that  it  does  not  seek  enmity  with  any  one,  nor  ask  aught  belonging 
to  another,  but  only  endeavors  to  maintain  and  defend  its  own,  al- 
lowed on  the  same  day  an  offer  in  writing  to  be  made,  to  restore 
the  said  surrendered  Fort  Christina  to  the  said  John  Rising  on -hon- 
orable and  reasonable  conditions  to  be  sworn  to  and  solemnly  ful- 
filled by  him  and  his  officers  as  Agents  on  the  behalf  of  her  Royal 
Majesty  of  Sw^eden  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Director-General  and 
Council,  as  Agents  of  this  State  and  the  Company,  on  the  other. 
Bat  this  otfer  was  rejected  by  said  John  Rising,  on  pretence  that 
the  matter  was  not  within  his  attribute,  and  he  preferred  to  adhere 
to  the  Capitulation  which  had  been  concluded. 
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Appendix!.     Iieceiv€d  2S  January,  1G5G.     Secret. 

Extracts  of  divers  letters  icritten  by  JVdlem  Kicft,  late  Director  in 
New  Netherlands  to  the  Managers  of  the  Incorporated  West  India 
Company,  Chamber  at  Amsterdam,  viz' : — 

Of  a  letter  dated  28""  April,  1638. 

The  assistant  of  Eort  Nassau  writes  that  Minuyt  was  at  the 
South  river  and  had  sent  his  sloop  above  the  fort.  11^  Avould, 
afterwards,  again  go  up.  which  o\u  ])eople  prevented.  And  Peter 
Mey  sailed  down  aboard  of  liim,  demanding  to  see  iiis  commission 
which  he  refused  to  exhibit,  saying  lie  will  build  a  fort  there,  and 
his  Queen  had  as  much  right  there  as  the  Company.  I  have  sent 
Jan  Jansen,  the  Commissary  of  the  fort  thither,  and  instructed  him, 
in  case  Minuyt  should  attempt  anything  to  our  prejudice  to  protest 
against  him  in  due  form.     I  hourly  expect  news  from  there,  etc. 

Of  a  letter  dated  31  July,  1638. 

Minuyt  erected  a  fort  on  the  South  Eiver  five  leagues  from  ours : 
attracted  all  the  i)eltries  to  himself  by  means  of  liberal  gifts ;  de- 
parted thence  with  his  two  attendant  ships,  leaving  24  men  in  the 
fort  ]jrovided  with  all  ,^  v--^— -.  sorts  of  goods  and  provisions; 
had  posts  set  up  with   ''^  ~^  these  letters.    Jan  Jansen,  the 

Commissary  at  Eort  ^*  ^'  *^*  Nassau  had  protested  by  my 
orders,  to  which  he  gave  an  answer,  copy  whereof  is  annexed  here- 
unto. We  subsequently  sent  from  this  place  thithea-  a  draught  of 
a  protest  which  was  read  to  him,  Avhereunto  he  would  not  answer. 
This  proceeding  is  highly  prejudicial  to  the  Company,  etc. 

Of  copy  of  a  certain  letter,  without  date. 

In  regard  to  the  South  River,  affairs  remain  in  the  same  position 
as  last  year.  Trade  there  is  of  small  amount,  because  the  Swede, 
by  underselling,  had  depressed, and  continues  still  to  keep  down  the 
market :  to  behold  this  contentedly,  to  be  thus  hectored,  deprived  of 
the  trade  and  robbed  of  our  land,  is  a  vast  annoyance,  &". 

Of  a  letter  dated  2  October,  163D. 

Eort  Nassau  in  the  South  River  is  a  heavy  charge  to  the  Com- 
pany; both  on  account  of  the  strong  garrison  and  the  slooj).  We 
see  no  means  of  lessening  it  on  account  of  the  Swedes  who  have  set- 
tled five  leagues  from  there,  within  our  jurisdiction,  though  tiiey 
well  know  that  the  mouth  of  tlie  river  is  sealed  with  our  blood,  and 
that  possession  has  been  taken  of  it,  above  and  below.  Since  their 
arrival  there,  we  have  fallen  short  full  30,000  in  the  trade,,  and  still 
daily  suffer  through  their  means.  Should  they  move  off,  Avhich  they 
16— Vol.  V. 
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must  soon  do,  if  not  reinforced,  we  will  never  consent  to,  if  we  are 
strong  enough  to  prevent,  tlie  settlement  of  any  one  within  our 
limits,  which  ought  to  have  been  the  case  in  this  instance. 

OJ  a  letter  dated  the  last  of  May,  I64O. 

The  Swedes  in  the  South  River  were  resolved  to  move  off  and  to 
come  here.  On  the  day  before  tlieir  departure,  a  ship  arrived  with 
a  reinforcement:  they  have  greatly  injured,  and  still  do  harm  to 
the  Company ;  the  trade  is  wholly  ruined,  etc. 

Of  a  letter  dated  the  15'"  October,  I640. 

The  Swedes  on  the  South  River  were  last  spring  reinforced  with 
a  ship,  and  fresh  settlers  and  goods.  Otherwiss  they  were  entirely 
agreed  to  come  over  here  with  our  people,  &c. 

We  shall  treat  the  Swedes  with  all  civility,  although  they  are  be- 
ginning to  exhibit  much  hostility,  such  as  forcibly  sailing  up  past 
our  fort,  trading,  threatening  to  run  off  with  our  sloop,  and  so  forth. 


Ap2')endix  2.     Beceived  2S  Jamiary,  1G56.     Secret. 

"We,  the  undersigned,  namely:  Amattehooren,  Alibakinne,  Sin- 
quess.  Sachems  over  the  district  of  country  called  Armenveruis, 
situate  around  and  on  the  Schuylkill,  declare  well  and  truly  to  have 
sold  to  Arent  Corsen,  the  Schuylkil  and  adjoining  lands,  for  some 
goods,  which  were  not  fully  paid  us,  but  as  we  are  now  fully  satis- 
fied therein,  therefore  we,  the  above  named  Sachems,  do  hereby 
fully  and  irrevocably  convey  and  cede  the  same,  confirming  the 
aforesaid  sale,  and  are  ready  on  all  occasions  to  maintain  and  defend 
against  all  pretension  and  claim  to  be  set  up  to  it  by  whomsoever, 
etc.  Thus  done,  and  in  testimony  of  the  truth  signed  by  us  natives, 
in  the  presence  of  the  undernamed  witnesses.  Done  in  fort  Bevers 
reede  in  the  South  river  of  oSTew  iN'etherland.  Signed,  marked  in 
this  manner,  therebv  written : 


tlie  mark  of  Mattehooren ; 
the  mark  of  Sinquees ; 
the  mark  of  Alebackinne  ; 
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the  mark  of  Mechecksouivebe ; 
the  mark  of  Quironkehouck  ; 
the  mark  of  Kauke  and 

the  mark  of  Wacpacvack. 

Below  stood:  In  presence  of  us,  the  underwritten  witnesses,  and 
was  signed  Augustyn  Heermans,  Govert  Loockermans,  Jeuriaen 
Blanck,  Cornelius  Jansen  Coele,  Sander  Leendertsen,  all  cognizant 
of  the  first  contract.  Lower  stood.  In  presence  of  us,  the  Committee 
of  the  Council,  and  was  signed  L.  van  Dincklage.  La  Montague. 
Beneath  was:  By  order  of  the  Honorable  Council,  and  signed:  J. 
Hudde.  Underneath  was:  Agrees  with  the  original,  and  signed: 
Cornells  van  Tienhoven,  Secret"^. 

After  collation,  this  is  found  to  agree  with  the  original  copy,  being 
sewed  at  N"  23,  in  a  certain  letter  book  from  New  Netherland,  re- 
maining in  the  office  of  the  West  India  Company,  beginning  Sep- 
tember, 164S,  and  ending  Avith  September,  1650. 


^jjipenfZicc  3.    Beceived  2S  January,  1G5G.     Secret. 

Extract  of  a  certain  letter  written  from  the  South  liiver  of  New 
Netherlands  by  Adriaen  van  Tienhoven  to  Mr.  Petrus  Stuyvesant 
Director-General  of  New  Netherland,  dated  Fort  Bevers  reedc  9" 
November.  164S. 

'Twere  desirable  that  your  Honor  had  ouce  resolved  to  come  here 
in  person,  to  look  once  into  the  condition  of  this  river,  for  the  In- 
dians do  here  whatever  they  please.  The  house  they  erected  at  Fort 
Bevers  reede,  is  the  greatest  insult  in  the  world  that  can  be  offered 
to  the  Director  of  the  General  Incorporated  West  India  Company 
it  has  been  placed  about  12  (al3  feet  from  our  palisades,  and  there- 
by shut  us  out  from  sight  of  the  water  or  kill.  Secondly  they  have 
occupied  all  the  land  round  about  us,  whereupon  they  have  this 
year  planted  maize ;  so  that  we,  at  present,  have  not,  adjoining  the 
fort,  as  much  land  as  will  this  year  make  a  little  garden;  'tis  a 
shame  for  them  to  act  thus.  I  trust.  Sir,  you  will  provide  against 
it.  Symon  Root  hath  begun  to  build  his  house,  but  'tis  again 
thrown  down  under  foot  by  violence  and  force,  etc. 
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To   the    Valiant  Mr.  Peter  Stuyvemnt,   Director-General  of    li'eio 
JSttherlamJ,  (Juragao  and  dependencies  thereof,  etc. 


The  undernamed  gcyod  vassals  and  sultjects,  I'esiding  under  the 
sovereignty  of  tlieir  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States  General  of  the 
the  United  Netherland,  the  Netherlands,  tlie  patroonship  of  the 
General  Incorporated  West  India  Company,  and  the  goveriiment  of 
the  honorable  and  valiant  Director-General  Peter  Stuyvesandt,  on 
tlie  Island  Ahrumime  in  theSchuylkil,  in  the  South  River  of  New 
Netherland;  hunil»ly  represent— Whereas,  in  tlie  month  of  March 
last  Ave,  by  hnmljle  petition  have  set  forth  to  your  Honor  the  losses 
we  have  suffered  Ity  the  proceedings  of  tlie  Swedes,  on  which  peti- 
tions your  Honor  did  not  scruple,  at  great  trouble  to  repair  hither 
for  the  relief  of  us  your  ever  faithful  subjects,  which  affection  and 
as  it  were  fatherly  care,  we  thankfully  acknowledge.  But  though 
we  with  full  contidence  assure  ourselves  of  being  able  to  dwell  here 
on  this  South  river  aforesaid  witli  greater  security  in  future,  to 
maintain  our  families  by  our  industry  Tind  diligence,  yet  we  are, 
nevertheless,  up  to  this  day.  by  o])en  force  and  general  violence  ob- 
structed in  your  honored  commission,  chiefly,  (coming  to  i)articular 
facts): — 

I,  the  undersigned  Symon  Root,  most  humbly  request  due  in- 
demnity for  incurred  losses  and  damages:  tirst,  for  the  opposition 
the  Swedes  offered  to  my  building  at  Wigquakoing  in  the  year  1047  ; 
inasmuch  as  the  throwing  down  the  Hon"''^^  Company's  arms,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  building  erected  l)y  Commissary  Andries 
Hudde.  rendered  it  sufficiently  apparent,  that  further  occupation 
tliere  would  be  prevented  by  them. 

In  like  manner  also,  in  the  year  1049,  Lieutenant  Swem  Schoete 
and  his  assistants,  by  force  of  arms,  regardless  of  friendly  remon- 
strances and  legal  protests,  utterly  ruined,  broke  in  pieces  and  en- 
tirely annihilated  the  house  brought  to  the  Mastemaeckers  liook,  of 
which  the  foundation  timbers  were  laid  and  the  ties  set  up. 

In  like  manner,  I,  Cornells  Mourisen,  have  been  afraid  to  settle, 
according  to  lawful  commission,  authority  and  deed,  on  my  desig- 
nated place  west  of  the  Mastemaeckers  hook. 

Also,  in  June  of  the  year  1049,  Governor  Jolm  Printz.  with  his 
force,  hath  seized  by  violence  the  sloop  called  the  Zeepacrt,  belong- 
ing to  me  Juriaen  Planck,  and  prevented  my  voyage. 

On  the  last  of  December,  in  the  year  1047,  the  aforesaid  John 
Printz.  did  in  like  manner,  with  force  and  violence,  seize  me,  Jan 
Geraet.  with  my  boat  called  the  Siraeru,  visited  the  yacht,  and 
handled  the  goods  in  an  uncliristianlike  manner  and  to  the  great 
loss  and  damage  of  me  Jan  Geraet,  turned  them  ujtsidedown;  took 
out  mv  munitions  of  war,  which  consisted  of  about  OU  lbs.  of  pow- 
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der  and  six  guns,  but  on  my  promising  to  use  tliem  only  wlien 
obliged,  returned  me  some  powder,  about  47  lbs.  and  three  guns ; 
the  remainder  he  kept  for  himself. 

Pursuing  the  violence  aforesaid:  Commissary  Hudde  did,  in  the 
year  1651,  on  the  equitable  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Fort 
Bevers  rede,  namely,  Cornells  Moiirissen,  Symon  Root  and  Philip 
Jansen,  allow  and  i)oint  out  at  a  certain  place  behind  Fort  Bevers 
rede,  a  small  piece  of  ground  to  plant  some  garden  stuff  in,  which 
being  api)roved  by  us,  was  utterly  and  at  once  destroyed  by  an  ex- 
press sent  down  by  Mr.  Jolm  Printz,  and  the  fence  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  seed  publicly  burnt. 

In  like  manner,  did  we,  Peter  Cornelissen  and  Reynier  Dominicus, 
about  the  middle  of  April,  on  the  showing  of  the  abovenamed 
Commissary,  make  preparation  to  build  on  tlie  abovementioned 
Island  Harommuny,  west  of  the  Swede's  plantation,  and  laid  the 
ground  timbers  and  set  up  tlie  ties,  which  are  destroyed ;  yea,  all 
the  entire  work  was  cut  up  into  fire-wood. 

In  the  same  way,  we  Sander  Leendertsen  also  had  land  granted  to 
us  by  express  command  and  order  of  the  Director-General  Peter 
Stuyvesant  on  the  aforesaid  Island  of  Aharommuny,  with  Abraham 
Staets  and  Gerrit  Hendricksen;  the  land  was  measured  by  the  said 
Commissary  on  the  22"'^  May.  to  which  I  Sander  Leendertsen  have 
brought  my  clapboards;  but  the  building  was  forcibly  prevented 
about  the  24"'  May,  by  the  Swedish  Governor's  Deputies,  Ilendrick 
Huygeu  and  Jan  Papegay,  fully  armed. 

For  which  force  and  hindrance  of  our  necessary  business,  resorted 
to  by  the  Swedes,  do  we,  both  inhabitants  and  sloop  traders,  hereby 
complain  to  your  Honor  and  demand  due  reparation  for  the  same, 
and  each  for  his  suffered  damages  done  him.  In  like  manner,  we 
also  complain  to  your  Honor,  for  inasmuch  as  we,  the  aforesaid 
Symon  Root  and  Cornelis  Mourisen,  have  been  refused  payment  by 
the  Swedish  subjects,  on  the  ground  that,  being  subjects,  they  need 
not  to  pay  us.  In  like  manner,  we  also  declare  that  the  Swedish 
subjects  have  stated  to  us,  that  they  have  been  forbidden  by  their 
Governor,  John  Prints,  to  trade  in  any  way  with  us,  which,  also, 
was  manifest  on  divers  voyages.  We,  tlie  undersigned  do  declare 
all  what  is  above  MTitten  to  be  true  and  truthful,  and  if  necessary 
will  confirm  the  same  by  solemn  oath  before  all  courts  and  judges. 
In  testimony  of  the  truth  we  have  signed  this  in  presence  of  the 
undernamed  witnesses.  Done  in  Fort  Bevers  rede,  the  16""  July, 
165L  Was  signed  S  R,  the  mark  of  Symon  Root,  Cornelis  Mourisen 
bont,  Pieter  Cornelissen,  Jeuriaen  Planck,  Philip  Janssen,  Jan  Ger- 
ardy  and  and  Sander  Govertsen.  Lower  stood  :  We,  the  subscrib- 
ing witnesses,  acknowledge  and  declare  that  the  foregoing  sub- 
scribers have  signed,  each  for  himself  individually,  for  so  much  as 
concerns  him  severally.  Dated  as  above.  Signed,  Marten  Cryger, 
A.  Hudde,  L.  Jansen,  Abraham  Staets. 
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Appendix  4.     Beceived  28  January ^  1G5G.     Secret. 

We,  tlie  undersigned  hereby  declare  and  testify,  with  offer  to  con- 
firm the  same  by  oath  on  the  requisition  of  the  valiant  and  honor- 
able Mr.  Peter  Stuyvesant  Director  General  of  Curasao  and  New 
Netherland  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Iligli  and  Mighty  Lords  States 
General  and  the  General  Incorporated  West  India  [Company,]  that 
on  the  date  hereof,  in  presence  of  the  said  Director,  did  come  and 
appear  in  ])roper  ])erson  a  certain  Sachem  or  Chief  well  known  to 
us,  called  Wappanghzewan,  who  hath  declared  to  us,  who  are  well 
versed  in  the  Indian  language,  and  at  the  same  time  besought  us  to 
interpret  and  make  known  the  same  to  the  said  General,  that  he 
Wappanghzewan  about  6  six  days  ago,  was  sent  for  by  Mr.  John 
Prints,  the  Swedish  Governor,  who  requested  him  to  sell  his  lands, 
situate  both  on  the  east  and  west  shores  of  this  South  River, 
described  and  named  as  followeth:  On  tlie  east  bank  Matit  Congh- 
singh  beginning  at  the  Nariticon  Kill  and  extending  westerly  down 
the  river  unto  Maetzingsingh,  and  on  the  west  shore  beginning  at  a 
certain  little  Kill,  named  Neckatoensingli,  extending  westerly  from 
the  river  unto  Sittoensaene,  otherwise  called  the  Minquaas  Kill, 
where  Fort  Cliristina  stands;  all  which  lands  with  their  kills  and 
superficies  both  on  the  west  and  on  the  east  shores,  have  always  been 
the  property  of,  and  still  belong  to  him  Wappingzewan,  as  he  de- 
clares and  offers  to  prove  by  the  Natives;  also,  notwithstanding 
partly  occui)ied  on  tlie  west  side  by  the  Swedes  and  without  his,  the 
owner's  knowledge  or  consent,  partly  settled,  although  never  i)ur- 
cliased,  nor  attempted  to  be  bought,  excejit  now  5  or  6  days  ago, 
since  we  landed  and  began  to  build  here.  Which  aforesaid  lands  he, 
the  Sachem  now  was  not  inclined  to  sell  nor  to  convey  to  the 
Swedish  Governor  because  said  Governor,  without  acknowledging 
him  as  proprietor,  had  taken  tlie  land  and  had,  against  his,  the 
Sachem's  will,  and  without  askhig  permission,  settled  it  in  part 
without  offering  him  any  satisfaction ;  but  being  more  fivorable  to 
the  much  respected  General,  the  great  Sachem  of  the  Manhattans, 
he  is  willing  to  present  him  the  land  and  the  property  thereof,  as  his 
friends  Mattahoorn,  Aquahoorn,  Pemenatta  and  Sinquees  had  done 
with  their  lands,  called  Tamicongh;  whicli,  also,  the  aforesaid 
Sachem  Wappangzewan  effectually  and  indeed  hatii  performed,  in 
the  presence  of  all  of  us,  giving  and  conveying,  by  solemn  shaking 
of  the  liand  (  hanttastinye  )  and  signature,  to  the  respected  Mr.  Petrus 
Stuyvesant,  his  lands  aforesaid,  with  all  right  and  title  thereof;  ac- 
cordingly substituting  in  our  presence  the  aforesaid  gentleman  in 
liis  real  and  actual  possession  by  a  free  donation  and  gift,  in  further 
assurance  jjromising  before  us  all,  the  aforesaid  donation  and  free 
gift  at  all  times  for  him  a;; d  for  liis  successoi'?;,  to  upliold  as  valid 
and  to  maintain  against  all  gainsay  and  contradiction,  and,  accord- 
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ing  to  tlie  deed,  that  he  will  not  transport  nor  sell  to  any  other  Nation 
tlie  lands  aforesaid;  in  further  assurance,  in  order  to  prevent  all 
misunderstanding  thereof,  he  offers  to  go  himself  in  i)erson  and  to 
point  out  to  those  whom  the  General  may  be  pleased  to  order,  where 
tlie  aforesaid  lands  lie;  where  they  begin  and  how  far  they  extend; 
all  which  we,  the  subscribers,  do  certify  to  have  been,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  us  all,  before  the  respected  General,  spoken,  executed,  given 
and  conveyed  by  the  aforesaid  Sachem  Wappinghzewan ,  without  any 
persuation,  guile  or  crvft;  and  as  a  further  security  by  the  Sachem 
himself  contirmed  by  the  sul (joined  mark  affixed  by  his  own  hand, 
at  Tamecongh  this  30  July,  1651.     Lower  stood : 

This     ^  C^fclir^^^  ^^  ^^^^  mark  of  the  Sachem  Wappangh- 
zewan     ~-,yf^^2/  made  bv  himself. 


(Signed)  brian  Newton,  Geo.  Baxter,  Daniel  Litschoe,  Caspar 
Steynmets,  Reynier  Domiuicus,  Pieter  Harmensen,  the  H  mark 
of  Harman  Janssen,  the  ^  mark  of  Hans  Lode\\')'cx,  made  by 
himself.  JFjC 

Beneath  was:  Upon  collation,  by  me,  found  to  agree  with  the 
original  (dated  and  signed  as  above)  and 

(Signed)  CORNELIS  VAN  RUYVEN,  Secretary. 


Appendix  5.    Received  2S  January^  1G5G.     Secret. 

We,  the  subscribers,  all  of  competent  age,  namely,  Wilhelmus 
Grasmeer,  V.  D.  M.  Cornells  de  Potter,  merchant,  Isaack  Allerton 
of  Suffolk,  merchant,  Brian  Neuton,  Captain-lieutenant,  George 
Baxter,  Ensign,  Isaack  de  foreest,  Select  man,  do  hereby  certify  and 
declare  on  the  requisition  of  tlie  Noble,  Valiant  and  Honorable 
Petrus  Stuyvesant,  Director-General  of  Curasao,  New  Nether- 
land,  tliat  on  Saturday,  being  the  9*'*  of  July,  new  style,  of  this  cur- 
rent year  1651,  in  our  presence  and  view,  before  the  said  General, 
in  their  proper  ]jersons,  freely  came  and  appeared  with  other  natives, 
inhabitants  of  New  Netherland,  three,  so  named  Sachems  or  Chiefs, 
by  name  Mattehoorn,  Pemenatta  and  Sinquesz,  who  in  our  i)resence, 
on  the  propositions  submitted  to  them  by  the  General,  through  the 
Interpreter  Sander  Boyer,  in  presence  of  the  undernamed  witnesses, 
all  of  whom  are  well  versed  in  the  language  of  the  Indians  on  this 
river;  namely,  Andries  Hudde,  commissary,  Roeloff  de  Haes,  Jan 
Andriesz,  and  Pieter  Harmensen,  all  four  free  inhabitants  and 
traders  on  the  river,  residing  at  Port  Nassau,  have  answered  sub- 
stantially as  follows  and,  after  the  same  was  read,  confirmed  it  by 
solemn  sliaking  of  the  hands  of  the  General  and  of  us  the  under- 
signed. 

First,  the  said  General  caused  the  Interpreter  to  ask  namely  Mat- 
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thehooni,  Pemenattha  and  Sinquessen.  Avhether  they  were  Chiefs 
and  Proprietors  of  the  lands  situate  on  the  west  side  of  this  river 
at  present  partly  incorporated  and  settled  by  tiie  Swede  ?  Where- 
unto,  Matthehoorn  in  the  name  of  all,  answers,  that  they  were  great 
Chiefs  and  Proprietors  of  the  lands,  both  by  ownership  and  by  de- 
scent and  appointment  of  Minquaas  and  River  Indians ;  wherefore 
they  had  power  to  sell  and  make  over  the  lands  ;  and  what  they  did, 
that  should  Ije  done  and  remain. 

Secondly,  it  being  proposed  and  asked  by  the  General,  through 
the  Interpreter,  what  and  how  much  land  the  Swedes  had  bought 
from  the  Sachems  or  Chiefs  on  this  river  ? 

Mattahoorn,  the  Sachem,  answered  by  asking  another  question. 
Why  was  not  the  Sacliem  of  the  Swedes  present  that  they  might 
ask  himself,  and  hear  him  V  Tlie  General's  reply  was,  that  being 
invited,  he  was  apinirently  unwilling  to  come. 

The  Chief  Mattehoorn  answered,  secondly— that  all  Xations 
coming  to  the  river  were  welcome  to  them,  and  that  they  sold  their 
land  indiscriminately  to  the  first  who  asked  it. 

Thirdly,  the  Chief  Mattehoorn  declared  that  the  Dutch  nation 
have  been  the  earliest  comers  and  discoverers  of  the  river,  who  also, 
first  of  all,  settled  thereon  among  them,  and  that  they  have  always 
maintained  good  friendship  and  commerce  with  the  Dutch  :  adding 
thereunto  an  account  of  presents  which  were  exchanged  between 
them  and  the  Dutcli  Nation.  As  a  further  evidence  and  declar- 
ation, he  also  added,  tliat  one  Cornelis  witli  one  eye,  or  a  film  on  his 
eye,  was  the  first  who  coming  here,  made  his  dwelling  on  the  river. 

N.  B.  The  aforesaid  did  not  fully  answer  the  proposition  of  the 
General,  who  then,  through  his  interpreter,  repeated  and  renewed 
the  question  in  the  following  manner ;  that  it  was  neither  his  nor 
his  nation's  custom  to  buy  or  occupy  any  landj  which  were  right- 
fully bought  and  occupied  by  any  other  nation :  he,  therefore,  re- 
(iue.sted,  before  proceeding  to  purchase  any  more  lands,  first  to  know 
what  lands  the  Swede  had  bought,  and  of  whom,  and  what  lands 
were  now  free,  and  Avho  were  the  right  owners.  The  question  thus 
put,  the  Sachem  Mattehoorn  made  tiie  following  declaration  :  That 
when  Munuit  came  to  the  country  with  a  ship,  he  lay  before  the  Min- 
quaas Kil,  where  he  the  Sachem  then  had  a  house  and  lived;  that 
Minuyt  then  presented  him  with  and  gave  him  a  kettle  and  other 
trifles,  requesting  of  liim  as  much  land  as  Minuyt  could  set  a  house 
on,  and  a  i)lantation  included  between  0  trees,  which  he,  the  Sachem, 
sold  him,  and  Minuyt  promised  him  half  the  tobacco,  that  would 
grow  on  the  i)lantation,  although  it  was  never  given  to  him.  He 
declared  further,  that  neither  the  Swedes  nor  any  other  nation  had 
bought  lands  of  them  as  right  owners,  excei)t  the  ])atch  on  which 
Fort  Christina  stood,  and  that  all  the  other  houses  of  the  Swedes, 
built  at  Tinnecongh,  Hingeesingh  in  the  Schuylkil  and  at  other 
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places  were  set  up  there  against  the  will  and  consent  of  the  Indians, 
andthat  neitlier  they,  nor  any  other  natives  had  received  anytliing 
therefor. 

But  that  the  present  Swedish  Governor  had  3  (a  4  years  ago, 
bought  from  the  Mantas  Indian  named  Siscohoka,  still  living  and 
from  ^tlechekyralames,  now  dead,  some  land  on  the  west  shore  and 
set  his  fence  tiiereupon,  to  wit,  from  Wychquahoyngli,  named  by 
our  people  Creieceur,  unto  about,  Mechechasou,  of  wliich  lands  they 
were  not  Cliiefs  nor  Proprietors,  but  one  Kyckesycken,  in  our  tongue 
Live  Turkey.  It  is  confirmed  by  the  aforesaid  Sachem's  declaration, 
that  the  land  wliich  the  Swede  at  present  occupies,  was  bought 
neither  by  him  nor  by  any  other  Nation,  excei)t  where  Fort  Chris- 
tina stands  and  the  Schuylkil.  heretofore  conveyed  to  Arent  Corssen. 

The  General  further  asked  through  the  Interpreter  whether  they, 
the  Sachems  were,  then,  right  owners  of  that  land  at  present  oc- 
cupied by  the  Swede  on  the  west  shore,  and  further  westward  to 
the  Bay  or  mouth  of  the  river,  and  whether  they  will  sell  the  afore- 
said land  that  still  remains  un.sold.  The  answer  of  the  aforesaid 
Sachems  was  :  If  we  sell  the  Great  Sachem  of  the  Manhattans  the 
land  from  tiie  Schuylkil  down  to  the  Bay,  where  then  will  the  houses 
of  the  Swedes  remain  ?  Will  the  Sachem  of  the  Swedes,  then,  not 
do  us  harm,  on  that  account,  or  put  us  in  prison  or  beat  us;  thus 
making,  tlirough  fear,  some  scruple  to  sell  the  intermediate  lands 
occupied  by  the  Swede.  "Whereupon  the  General  made  answer, 
that  they  need  expect  little  or  no  difficulty  therefrom,  inasmuch  as 
the  Schuylkil  lands  Avere  given  and  conveyed  17  (tj  18  years  ago  to 
Arent  Corssen,  which  deed  he,  the  Sachem  did  renew  and  confirm 
in  the  years  1G48,  and  again  confirmed,  so  that  there  was  no  question 
on  this  head.  Therefore  the  aforesaid  Sachems  were  again  in- 
formed by  the  General,  that  he  Avas  not  disposed  to  make  any  trouble 
nor  to  buy  any  lands  that  were  purchased  by  the  Swede  or  any  other 
nation,  but  what  were  free  and  unsold.  He,  therefore,  had  the 
question  once  more  put  to  them,  whether  the  lands  from  the  west 
point  of  the  Minquaas  Kil  down  to  the  Bay  or  the  mouth  of  the 
river  were  free  and  unsold,  and  would  they  sell  them  to  the  Gen- 
eral ?  To  which  the  Sachem  answered  :  Why,  Sachem,  do  you  ask 
that  question  so  often  ?  "We  told  you  the  lands  are  not  sold  to  any 
person. 

After  a  little  consultation  together,  the  three  Sachems  aforesaid 
rose  U]),  to  wit — Mattehoorn  Pemenatta  and  Suiquesz,  and  Peme- 
natta  spoke,  saying:  The  Swede  builds  and  plants,  indeed,  on  our 
lands,  without  buying  tliem  or  asking  us.  Wherefore  should  we 
refuse  you,  Great  Sachem,  the  land  ?  "We  will  rather  i»resent  than 
sell  the  Great  Sachem  the  land,  so  that,  should  the  Swedes  again 
pull  down  the  Dutch  houses  and  drive  away  the  peoijle,  you  may 
not  think  ill  of  us,  and  we  may  not  draw  down  your  displeasure ; 
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whicli  the  General  having?  promised  and  consented,  they  presented 
liim  the  aforsaid  land,  and  the  Sacliems  gave  him  and  the  remain- 
ing bystanders  the  hand,  in  sign  of  conveyance  and  free  gift ;  to  wit 
— the  land  from  the  west  point  of  the  Mintjuaas  Kil,  where  Fort 
Christina  stands,  called  in  their  language  Supeskongh,  unto  Boomp- 
gens  hook,  in  their  language  called  Neuwsings.  And  Pemenatta, 
the  present  and  ceding  proprietor,  stipulates  that  whenever  any- 
thing is  the  matter  with  liis  gun,  it  shall  be  repaired  for  nothing, 
arid  wlien  he  come  empty  among  our  people,  they  shall  remember 
[to  give]  him  some  maize,  and  again  a  token  of  friendship.  This 
we,  undersigned,  declare  substantially  thus  occurred  before  us,  and 
by  the  Interpreter  Sander  Boyer,  ])resent  with  four  otliers  versed  in 
the  Indian  tongue,  who  confirm  the  same,  being  ready,  when  neces- 
sary and  on  being  required,  to  ratify  this  on  oath.  Thus  done  at 
Fort  Nassau,  on  the  South  river  of  New  Netherland,  this  9  July, 
1651.  (Signed)  "Wilhelmus  Grasmeer,  clergyman,  Cornelis  de  Pot- 
ter, Isaack  Alderton,  Bryan  Neuton,  George  Baxter,  A.  Hudde, 
Alexander  Boyer,  as  Interpreter,  R  de  Haes,  the  M  mark  of  Jan 
Andriesen  made  by  hixuself.  Lower  stood.  We  the  undersigned 
declare  that  in  our  presence  the  named  witnesses  have  signed  with 
their  own  hand  and  all  are  of  competent  age  and  credible  witnesses. 
Signed:  Marten  Cregier,  Captain  Lieutenant  of  New  Amsterdam 
burghess  company ;  Abraluim  Staats,  Surgeon  and  elder  of  Ren- 
slaers  Wyck. 

Under  was : 

Upon  collation  by  me,  this  is  found  to  agree  with  the  original, 
dated  and  signed  as  above ;  and  was  signed — 

CORNELIS  VAN  RUYVEN,  Secretary. 


ApTiendix  G.    Beceived  ~S  January,  1G56.     Secret. 

We  Amattehooren,  Peminackan,  Ackehoorn  and  Sinquees,  Sa- 
chems and  riglit  owners  of  the  lands  situate  on  the  west  shore  of 
the  South  River  of  New  Netherland,  do  hereby  certify  and  declare, 
that  we,  for  ourselves,  our  heirs  and  co-heirs  of  free  will  and  well 
advised  inclination,  have  this  19  July,  given  and  voluntarily  pre- 
sented to  Peter  Stuj^esant,  Cliief  Sachem  of  the  Manhatans,  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  land  named  Tamecongh,  situate  on  the  west  shore 
of  the  aforsaid  river,  beginning  at  the  west  point  of  the  Mintiuaas 
Kil,  called  in  the  Indian  tongue  Suppeckongh,  unti  the  mouth  of 
the  bay  or  river  called  Boompjes  hook,  and  in  tlie  Indian  language 
Canaresse,  and  so  far  landward  in  as  our  right  extends.  To  wit,  to 
the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  Minquaes  country;  which  lands  were 
never  before  liold  or  conveved  to  anv  nation  in  the  world. 
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We,  tlie  abovenamed  Sacliems  and  proprietors,  Amattalioorn, 
Peminackaii,  Ackehoorn  and  Sinquees  do,  on  the  date  unwritten, 
duly  cede  and  convey  tlie  same,  with  all  appendices  and  depend- 
encies thereof,  unto  the  Sachem  of  tlie  Manhatans,  named  Peter 
Stnyvesant,  Director  of  Xew  Netlierland  for  tlie  General  Incor- 
porated West  India  Company,  surrendering,  therefore,  in  presence 
of  the  undernamed  witnesses,  Sachems  of  the  Minquas,  to  wit: 
Jonnay  and  Tonnahoorn.  Pimadaase  and  Cannowa  Ilocquaes,  and 
the  undersigned  Christian  witnesses,  for  the  behoof  and  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Honorable  P.  Stnyvesant,  for  the  West  India  Company, 
all  actual  and  real  possession,  property,  right  and  jurisdiction,  not 
only  for  ourselves,  but  also  for  all  our  heirs  and  co-heirs,  hereby 
surrogating  and  constituting  him  right  Sachem  and  proprietor  in 
our  place,  -without  we,  the  granters.  reserving  any  part,  right  or 
jurisdiction  in  the  aforesaid  lands,  streams,  kills  and  superficies 
thereof,  the  hunting  and  fishing  e^^cepted.  In  further  assurance 
and  testimony  thereof,  we  declare  before  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
undernamed  Christian  witnesses  and  aforesaid  Sachems,  that  we, 
the  granters,  have,  in  full  satisfaction  and  contentment,  and  as  a 
recompense  and  return  for  our  lands  aforesaid. 

Received  twelve  coats  of  duffels,  twelve  kettles,  twelve  axes,  12 
adzes,  24  knives,  12  bars  of  lead,  and  four  guns  with  some  powder, 
and  on  condition  and  express  terms  that  we  shall  from  now  hence- 
forth, leave  the  afoisaid  lands,  trees,  fruits,  kills  and  rivers,  solely 
and  absolutely  (the  hunting  and  fishing  excepted),  to  the  disposal 
and  pleasure  of  the  aforesaid  Sachem  or  Director.  Peter  Stnyvesant, 
or  whomsoever  shall  obtain  his  actit)n  witli  express  stijmlationsand 
promise  that  we  will  not  hereafter  sell  or  transport  the  aforesaid 
lands,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  any  other  nation,  nor  plant  corn  there- 
upon, except  with  his  con  ent.  Whereupon  w^e  have  received  and 
enjoyed  the  aforesaid  cargoes.  AH  done  without  any  guile  or  de- 
ceit, and  signed  with  our  customary  marks,  on  the  land  Camecouck 
itself;  this  19  July,  1655.     Lower  stood: 


this  mark  is  made  by  Amattehoorn  himself; 


this  mark  is  made  by  Sinquees  himself; 


-s^  this  mark  is  mark  by  Ackehoorn  himself. 


Under  stood:  We,  the  undersigned,  all  of  competent  age,  do 
hereby  certify  and  declare,  that  this  deed  and  conveyance  aforesaid, 
was  done  and  executed  and  signed  by  the  abovenamed  Sachems  in 
our  presence,  and  thereupon  the  beforementioued  cargoes  w^ere 
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ffiveii  in  payment,  and  received  l)y  the  s^ranters,  and  we  are  ready 
to  contirm  the  same  on  oath.  Done  as  al)ove.  (Signed,)  Cornelis 
de    Potter,  Abramam   Staes,  Martin   Kriegier,  Gysbert    Opdyck, 

Abraliani  yer])lanc'k.  Adriaen    Dirckson  Coen,  Adriaen  van 

Tliienhoven.tliis  is  the  market  "M^  Egbert  van  Borsiun,  Peter 
Caspersen,  Joost  Michielsen,  "Z^  Jacol)  Janssen  buys,  "Wilhel- 
mus     Grasmeer,     clergyman,  ^-^     Daniel  Michielssen. 

Beneatli  was:     Upon  collation  by  me,  is  found  to  agree  with  the 
original,  dated  and  signed  as  al)ove.  and  was 

(Signed)         ^  CORXELIS  VAX  RUYVEX,  Secretary. 


Appendix  7.     Received  3S  January^  1G3G.     Secret. 

Extract  of  the  letter  written  hy  the  Director.,  Petrus  Stui/vesant, 
Director  General  of  Nexo  Netherland,  to  Messrs.  the  Directors  of  the 
West  India  Company,  Chamber  at  Amsterdam.  Dated  6  October, 
1G53, 

Tlie  Swedes  on  the  South  river  would  be  well  inclined  to  repair 
among  us,  in  case  we  will  take  them  under  our  safeguard.  Hither- 
to and  until  we  receive  further  information  from  your  Honors,  we 
decline  their  proposal,  inasmuch  as  we  know  not  whether  it  would 
be  well  or  ill  received.  I  only  re(iuest  your  Honors  to  take  tliis 
matter  into  your  further  consideration,  and  to  communicate  to  us 
your  opinion  thereupon  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  etc. 


Appendix  S.     Beceived  JS  January,  1G5G.     Secret. 

Extract  of  the  letter  of  Gerrit  Bicker,  Comm,andant  of  Fort  Casimier, 
to  Fetrus  Stuyvesant,  Director  General  in  A'eto  Netherland,  with- 
out date  and  signature. 

Yesterday,  the  7"'  June,  your  Honor's  very  welcome  letter  was 
handed  to  me  by  Lourens  Hansen,  to  which  this  shall  serve  as  an- 
swer. 

On  the  last  of  May,  I  descried  a  sail,  but  not  knowing  what  it 
was,  sent  Adriaen  van  Tieuhoven  in  company  with  some  free  men 
to  ascertain  the  i)articulars ;  wlio  unex|)ectedly  returned  hither  on 
the  next  day  about  two  hours  before  the  ship,  with  intelligence, 
that  she  was  a  Swedish  vessel  full  of  people  with  a  new  Governor, 
and  that  he  will  have  this  place  and  fort,  as  it  stood  on  ground  be- 
longing to  the  Crown,  as  they  alleged;  about  an  hour  after  this 
news,  came  Captain  Swan  Schote  with  tlie  ship's  boat  and  about 
twenty  soldiers,  who  on  coming  up,  I  welcomed  as  friends,  judging 
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that  if  he  Avished  to  attempt  anything,  he  would  at  least  give  no- 
tice. But  on  the  contrary,  he  made  his  men  come  quickly  in  with 
him.  and  at  the  point  of  the  sword,  demanded  the  surrender  of  the 
river  and  of  the  fort.  Though  I  complained.  I  could,  with  difficulty 
obtain  resi)ite  enough  to  send  two  Deputies  on  board  to  demand  of 
tlie  Governor  his  commission  and  a  little  time  for  consultation  :  but 
before  the  messengers  had  got  on  board,  two  shotted  guns  were  fired 
over  tlie  fort,  as  a  signal ;  whereui)on  the  people  immediately  were 
deprived  of  their  side  arms,  and  aim  was  taken  to  fire  at  them,  be- 
cause tliey  did  not  surrender  their  pieces,  whicli  were  immediately 
torn  from  their  shoulders  ;  and  the  guns  at  the  bastions  were  forth- 
with manned;  the  messengers  returning,  brought  word  that  he 
would  not  give  an  liour's  delay,  and  that  he  had  his  commission  on 
board  the  ship  and  that  we  should  soon  see  its  bullets;  and  the 
soldiers  were  fortliwith  driven  oat  the  fort  and  their  property  de- 
tained as  well  as  mine,  and  I  could  scarcely  induce  him,  l)y  prayer, 
not  to  be  turned  out  naked  with  his  wife  and  children  :  and  all  the 
property  in  this  fort  was  confiscated  by  them  :  yea,  the  very  grain, 
and  they  have  hardly  left  me  enough  to  live  with,  etc. 

The  Governor  asserts  that  Her  Majesty  of  Sweden,  hath  permis- 
sion from  their  High  Miglitinesses  to  take  prompt  possession  of  tliis 
river. 


Extract  of  the  letter  ^critten  hy  tlie  Hon''^"  Peter  Stiajvesant,  Director 
General  in  iVew  Neiherland,  to  the  Directors  of  tlie  West  India 
Lomjjany,  Chaiiiher  at  Amsterdam.     Dated  27"'  Jidy,  I604. 

A  ship  arrived  last  May,  in  the  South  River  of  Xew  Xetherland, 
said  to  belong  to  the  crown  of  Sweden,  with  some  considerable  rein- 
forcements; about,  as  is  stated,  three  hundred  souls,  with  a  new 
Governor;  who  lying  in  front  of  our  Fort  Casimier  fired  two  (a  . 
three  guns  as  a  salute.  '\Vhereui)on  20  (?/ .  3U  armed  soldiers  landed 
from  the  shii)  and  were  duly  welcomed  on  shore,  in  front  of  the  gate 
of  the  fort  l)y  our  Commandant  there,  named  Gerrit  Bicker;  there- 
upon conducted  through  the  gate,  which  stuod  open,  into  tlie  fort, 
where  being  come,  they  immediately  divided  themselves,  some  to 
the  bastions  or  bulwarks  of  the  fort,  others  overpowered  the  few 
men  belonging  to  the  Company,  being  at  the  time  10  or  12  soldiers, 
and  in  this  manner  made  themselves  masters  of  the  fort.  Seven  or 
eight  of  the  Company's  soldiers  have  come  hither  with  Adriaen  van 
Tienhoven.  The  remainder,  Avith  Commandant  Bicker  and  almost 
all  the  freemen,  have  remained  there,  and  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity 
to  the  new  Swedish  Governor. 

The  fuller  details  of  this  scandalous  surrender  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned  fort,  and  the  truth  thereof,  your  Honors  can  deduce  from 
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tlie  annexed  copies  of  depositions  and  unsigned  letter  of  the  above- 
named  Bicker  in  answer  to  mine,  wiiich  we  have  received  over- 
land, etc. 

Depositions. 

Before  me,  Cornells  van  Ruyven,  admitted  Secretarj''  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  "West  India  Company,  in  jS'^ew  Netherland,  appeared 
Adriaen  van  Tien hoven,  aged  30  years,  a  native  of  Breuckelen,  late 
Clerk  of  the  Com-t  of  Justice  in  the  South  river,  who  at  the  requi- 
sition of  Cornells  van  Tienhoven. Fiscal,  in  presence  of  and  before 
the  Hon''*'^  Nicasius  de  Sille,  first  Councillor  of  New  Netherland, 
testifies  and  declares,  in  place  and  on  promise  of  a  solemn  oath,  if 
necessary,  that  it  is  true  and  truthful  that  by  him,  the  dejjonent, 
and  other  inhabitants  as  well  belonging  to  FortCasimier  as  freemen 
thereabout,  was  seen  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  being  the  SO"' 
May,  a  ship,  without  knowing  whether  it  was  Dntcli  or  English,  or 
of  other  nation.  Whereupon  Commandant  Gerrit  Bicker  hoisted 
the  Prince's  flag  on  said  fort  and  commanded  this  deponent  accom- 
panied by  four  freemen,  namely,  Egbert  Gerritse,  Cornells  Teunisse, 
Cornells  Mauritz  and  Peter  Harmans  to  proceed  to  the  ship  afore- 
said, in  order  to  ascertain  whence  she  came.  And  on  Sunday  fore- 
noon, about  8  o'clock,  he,  the  deponent,  with  the  four  freemen,  re- 
turned asliore,  repoiting  that  she  was  a  Swedish  ship,  having  on 
V)oard  a  new  Governor  of  the  Swedes,  and  many  other  ]»eople;  also, 
that  tlie  Swedes  intended  to  surprize  and  capture  said  Fort  Casi- 
mier  for  the  Crown  of  Sweden.  Thereupon,  all  the  freemen  and 
the  Hon''''' Company's  servants  addressed  themselves  to  Commandant 
Bicker,  and  requested  him  to  give  orders  for  defending  the  ]>lace. 
To  wliich  Bicker  answered:  What  should  I  do?  there  is  no  powder. 
He  neither  gave  nor  issued  any  order,  and  about  eleven  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon,  the  Swedes  landed  armed,  to  the  number  of  about  30 
men,  whereupon  Bicker  went  to  meet  them,  saluting  and  welcom- 
ing them  and  led  them  into  the  fort,  of  which  they  immediately 
took  i)ossession,  stripping  the  soldiers  of  all  tlieir  arms  including 
their  side  arms.  He,  the  deponent,  seeing  that  Commandant 
Bicker  stood  still,  not  once  demanding  or  asking  for  their  Commis- 
sion or  order  for  such  proceeding,  turned  to  the  Captain  of  the 
Swedes,  named  Swens  Schoote,  and  inquired  of  him,  where  his 
Commission  or  order  was?  To  which  he,  deponent,  received  for 
answer :  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  you  ;  let  your  commander  speak. 
Further,  he.  the  deponent,  asked  Gerrit  Bicker  there  present, 
whether  lie  may  not  go  aboard  to  see  whether  he  might  not  get  a 
sight  of  the  Governor  John  liysinglfs  Commission  or  order  ;  which 
Bicker  allowed  him  to  do.  Thereupon  went  he,  tlie  deponent,  ac- 
companied by  Peter  Ebel,  Burgher  Serjeant,  on  board  and  requested 
of  the  new  Swedish  Governor  copy  of  any  Commission  or  order  he 
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might  have  to  take  forcible  possession  of  Fort  Casimier,  situate  in 
the  Soutli  river  of  New  Netherhuid,  and  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
Hon''"=  West  India  Company.  Whereunto  he  received  for  answer 
from  the  Swedish  Governor,  that  he  did  so  by  orders  from  Her 
Majesty  in  Sweden,  who,  said  he,  had  sent  Ambassadors  to  their 
High  Mightinesses,  to  ascertain  whether  their  High  Miglitinesses 
had  given  orders  and  instructions  to  build  Fort  Casimier  on  this 
place,  and  to  usurp  the  bounds  of  tlie  territory  belonging  to  the 
Crown;  whereunto,  as  the  Governor  stated,  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses had  answered,  that  Her  Majesty  must  inquire  of  the  Hon'''" 
West  India  Company  about  it ;  the  Directors  of  which  had  also 
given  for  answer,  tliat  tliey  had  not  issued  any  orders  for  overstep- 
ping the  Swedish  bounds,  much  less  for  the  erection  of  Fort  Casi- 
mier; and  that  they  had  further  told  the  Swedish  Ambassadors: 
If  our  people  are  in  your  way  there,  drive  them  off.  Thereupon, 
the  Governor  slapped  liim,  deponent,  on  the  breast,  and  said :  Go, 
tell  your  Governor  that.  He,  the  deponent,  coming  ashore  with  his 
companion,  Peter  Ebel,  found  the  fort  beset  with  Swedish  sentinels, 
as  well  near  the  guns  as  on  the  walls,  and  could  not  enter  the 
fort  without  their  consent.  All  which  he,  the  deponent,  declares 
to  be  true  and  offers  to  verify  the  same  on  oath,  wiienever  necessary 
and  on  being  required.  Ady,!!'"  June,  A"  1654.  New  Amsterdam, 
New  Netherland.  (Signed)  Adriaen  van  Tienhoven.  Lower: 
Nicasius  de  Sille. 

In  Court.  Adriaen  van  Tienhoven  late  Clerk  of  the  South  river 
of  New  Netherland  being  legally  summoned  by  the  Fiscal,  and  the 
above  written  his  declaration  dated  IT"  June  A"  1654,  being  dis- 
tinctly read  to  him,  word  for  word,  and  being  asked,  on  the  requi- 
sition of  the  Fiscal,  if  the  aforesaid  his  deposition  is,  in  all  its  parts 
true  and  truthful,  and  whether  he  is  prepared  to  confirm  it,  with  a 
good  conscience,  by  solemn  oath.  Thereupon  Adriaen  van  Tien- 
hoven, in  presence  of  the  Fiscal  Cornells  van  Tienhoven  answered: 
So  truly  help  me  Almighty  God.  Done  Amsterdam  in  New  Neth- 
erland, ady  16"^  March  A"  1655.  Lower  stood.  In  my  presence. 
(Signed)  CORNELIS  VAN  RUYVEN,  Secretary. 

Before  me,  Cornells  van  Ruyven,  Secretary  of  New  Netherland 
residing  in  Fort  Amsterdam  in  New  Netherland,  appeared  the 
worthy  Peter  Ebel  of  Meckelenburch  freeman,  aged  about  40  years, 
who,  on  the  requisition  of  Cornells  van  Tienhoven,  Fiscal  of  New 
Netherland,  in  presence  and  before  the  Hon'^''^  Mr.  Nicasius  de  Sille, 
first  Councillor,  testifies  and  declares  in  place  and  on  promise  of  a 
solemn  oath,  if  necessary,  that  it  it  is  true  and  certain  that  by  him 
the  deponent  and  other  inhabitants  both  of  Fort  Casimier  and  free- 
men thereabout  was  seen  on  Saturday  evening,  being  the  30'"  of  May, 
a  ship  without  knowing  whether  she  was  Dutch,  English,  or  of  some 
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otlier  Nation.  Whereupon  the  Commandant  (lervitt  Bicker  had 
the  tiasr  of  said  fort  hoisted,  and  commanded  Adriaen  van  Tien- 
hoven,  accompanied  by  four  freemen  to  proceed  to  tlie  sliipto  ascer- 
tain whence  slie  came.  Tlie  abovenamed  connnanded  person 
returned  from  on  board  on  Sunday  forenoon,  about  eight  o'clock, 
and  reported  that  it  was  a  Swedish  ship  on  board  which  was  a  new 
Governor  of  the  Swedes  and  many  other  people,  also  that  the 
Swedes  intended  to  surprize  and  capture  the  aforesaid  Fort 
Casimier  for  the  Crown  of  Sweden.  Thereni)on  all  the  freemen 
and  tlie  Hon''"  Company's  servants,  or  at  least,  a  majority  of  them, 
(he,  the  dei)onent,  especially,  being-  Sergeant  of  the  burghers)  ad- 
dressed themselves  to  the  Commandantand  requested  that  he 
would  give  orders  for  defence.  To  which  Bicker  answered  :  What 
should  I  do?  He  did  not  give  nor  issue  any  order;  the  deponent 
requested  the  Commandant  to  allow  the  gates  to  be  locked,  which 
he  did  not.  About  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  the  Swedes,  with 
about  3U  men  armed,  landed  from  on  Ijoard  tlie  ship  which  fired 
shotted  guns  over  the  fort.  Although  advised  of  the  designs  of  the 
Swedes,  and  seeing  the  armed  soldiers  land  with  a  Cajrtain  and  Lieu- 
tenant, the  Commandant. without  giving  any  orders  to  the  soldiers  nor 
directing  tliem  to  see  to  their  arms,  nor  providing  tliem  with  powder, 
which  he  said  he  had  not,  went  out  of  the  fort  to  welcome,  receive 
and  conduct  the  Swedes  into  the  fort,  of  which  they  immediately 
took  pos.session  and  disarmed  the  soldiers  to  such  a  degree  that  they 
could  not  retain  their  side  arms.  This  being  accomplished,  tlie 
beforenamed  Commiiudant  Bicker  commanded  Adriaen  van  Tien- 
lioven.and  recjuested  this  deponent,  to  go  to  the  Swedish  ship  and  the 
newly  arrived  Swedish  Governor  to  inquire  and  ask  the  reasons,  and 
by  what  authority  his  men  foi-cibly  took  i)ossessioii  of,  and  invaded 
Fort  Casimier,  situate  on  the  Soutli  river  of  Is'ew  Netherland,  for 
and  in  the  name  of  the  Crown  of  Sweden.  The  Swedish  Governor, 
whose  name  is  John  Rysingh,  answered  that  he  did  so  by  authority 
of  her  Majesty  in  Sweden,  who,  he  also  stated,  had  sent  Ambassa- 
dors to  their  IHgh  Mightinesses  to  ascertain  if  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses had  authorized  and  ordered  to  locate  Fort  Casimier  at  this 
place,  and  to  encroach  on  the  limits  of  territory  belonging  to  the 
Crown.  To  which,  as  the  Governor  alleged,  their  High  Mightinesses 
answered.  No.  Also,  that  her  Majesty  had  addressed  the  West 
India  Company,  whose  Directors  had  given  for  ansAver,  that  they 
had  not  authorized  the  encroachment  on  the  Swedish  limits,  much 
less  the  building  of  Fort  Casimier  in  tlie  South  river,  and  that  they 
had  further  told  the  Swedish  Ambassadors  :  If  our  people  are  in 
your  way  there,  drive  them  off.  ]SIoreover,  the  Governor,  thereupon, 
slapped  Adriaen  van  Tienhoven  on  the  breast  with  his  hand  and 
said  :  Go  your  way  and  tell  your  Governor  that.  Adriaen  van  Tien- 
hoven and  he,  the  deponent,  coming  ashore,  found  the  fort  occupied, 
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tSwedish  sentinels  by  the  guns  on  the  walls,  without  wliose  permis- 
sion they  could  not  enter  the  fort.  This,  tlie  deponent  declares  to 
be  true  and  certain,  offering  to  verify  the  same  by  an  oath  if  neces- 
sary and  when  required.  Ady.  W^  May  A"  1654 ;  New  Amsterdam. 
-Lower  stood':  This  is  the  mark  i'.  E.  of  Peter  Ebel  made  by  himself 
in  presence  of  the  subscribing  persons.    Lower  :  Nicasius  de  Sille. 

Before,  etc.,  appeared  Cornells  Jansen  Coelen,  skipper  of  the  yacht 
H  Vliegende  hart,  who  deposeth  and  declareth  the  same  as  Peter 
Ebel,  except  that  he  does  not  know  that  Bicker  was  requested  to 
give  orders,  and  that  he  did  not  hear  the  conversation  Adriaen  van 
Tienhoven  had  with  tiie  Swedish  Governor.  Also,  he  heard  the 
Swedish  officers  say:  if  the  soldiers  will  not  willingly  surrender  their 
arms,  tire  on  them.  All  which  he  declares  to  be  true,  and  promises 
to  verify  the  same  on  oath,  if  necessary.  Ady  12"'  June,  10-54.  New 
Amsterdam.  Signed,  Cornells  Jansen  Coelen.  Lower :  Nicasius 
de  Sille. 

Before  me,  Cornells  van  Ruyven,  etc.,  appeared  Elias  Emmons  of 
Swol,  aged  37  years,  who  on  the  requisition  of  the  Fiscal,  Cornells 
van  Tienhoven,  and  in  presence  of  the  Hon'''''  Nicasius  de  Sille,  first 
Councillor,  deposed  and  declared,  that  he  and  another  did,  on  the 
30'"  of  May  last,  see  a  ship,  not  knowing  what  ship  she  was,  and 
that,  by  orders  of  the  Commandant  Bicker,  one  Adriaen  van  Tien- 
hoven and  some  free  men,  were  sent  thither  to  inquire  what  vessel 
it  was ;  who,  returning,  related  that  she  was  a  Swedish  ship,  and 
that  she  had  come  to  seize  fort  Casimier,  situate  on  the  South  river 
of  New  Netherland,  which  the  Commandant  learning,  he  left  the 
people  witli  whom  he  then  was  standing,  consisting  of  some  freemen 
and  sei'vants  of  the  Company,  and  turning  about,  went  away  with- 
out giving  or  causing  to  be  given,  any  orders  for  tlie  occasion.  After 
the  Commandant  had  surrendered  the  fortress,  he,  the  deponent,  as 
a  servant  of  the  West  India  Company,  requested  his  arms  of  tlie 
Commandant,  which  he  repeatedly  refused,  and  said,  that  they  had 
fallen  to  tlie  Crown  of  Sweden.  He  declares  that  he  does  not  know 
anything  more,  as  he  was  at  the  time  without  the  fort,  about  his 
business.  xVll  which  he  declares  to  verify  on  oatla  when  necessary 
and  if  required.  Done,  New  Amsterdam,  11  June,  A"  1654.  De- 
clares further,  that  not  a  handful  of  the  grain  last  sent,  was  dis- 
tributed to  any  of  the  soldiers.  Signed,  Ellas  Emmons  Zwollang. 
Lower:  Nicasius  de  Sille. 

Before  me,  Cornells  van  Ruyven,  admitted  Secretary  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  West  India  Company  in  New  Netherland,  appeared 
Corporal  Jan  Adamse,  aged  28  years,  a  native  of  Worms,  who,  on 
the  requisition  of  Cornells  van  Tienhoven,  Fiscal  of  New  Nether- 
land, in  presence  of  and  before  Mr.  Nicasius  de  Sille,  first  Council- 
lor, testifies  and  declares,  in  the  stead  and  with  the  promise  of  a 
solemn  oath,  that  by  him,  the  deponent  and  others,  both  inhab- 
17— YoL.  Y. 
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itants  of  fort  Casimier  and  freemen  thereabout,  was  descried  on 
Saturday,  30^"  May,  a  sliip,  without  kuowino;  wlietlier  she  was  Dutch, 
English  or  other  nation.  Whereupon  the  Commandant,  Gerrit 
Bicker,  had  the  Prince's  flag  hoisted,  and  commanded  Adriaen  van 
Tieulioven,  in  company  witli  some  freemen  to  board  said  ship.  Who 
returned  and  reported,  that  she  was  A  Swedish  ship,  and  that  she 
came  to  seize  the  fort  for  the  Crown  of  Sweden,  whereui^on  some 
of  the  garrison  repaired  for  orders  to  the  Commandant  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  fort.  To  whom  he  gave  for  answer :  What  shall  I  do? 
there  is  no  powder:  although  there  was  plenty  of  ammunition,  for 
he  on  a  certain  previous  occasion,  had  heard  Bicker's  wife  say: 
Wherefore  will  people  give  that  fine  powder  to  the  soldiers;  'tis  bet- 
ter to  barter  it  for  Beaver:  and  each  got  only  3  tin  spoonfuls  of 
powder.  The  Swedes,  landing,  meanwhile,  Bicker  went  out  of  the 
fort  to  the  shore,  and  welcomed  the  Swedes,  whom  he  conducted  to 
the  fort,  offering  tliem  the  precedence,  which  the  Swedish  Captain 
declined,  and  he  Bicker  went  before,  conducting  him  in  to  his  quar- 
ters. And  all  the  posts  and  guards  were  then  occupied  by  the 
Swedes,  and  all  the  soldiers  disarmed  to  their  side  arms  inclusive, 
Moreover,  Bicker  caused  his  own  boy  to  haul  down  the  flag,  and 
Bicker,  himself  took  from  him,  the  deponent,  all  his  remaining  am- 
munition, and  threw  it  in  the  garret,  saying:  That  is  now  forfeited 
to  the  Crown.  When  departing.  Bicker  recpiested  him,  the  depo- 
nent, not  to  say  anything  bad  behind  his  back.  All  which  he  de- 
clares to  be  true.  Signed  Johannes  Adams.  Lower  stood:  Nicasuis 
de  Sille.  In  the  margin  is— Adi  11  June,  1654.  Amsterdam  in  New 
Netherland. 

Jan  Adanise,  late  Corporal  in  the  South  river  of  New  Netherland, 
being  legally  summoned  to  Court,  and  the  annexed  his  declaration 
dated  11  June,  1054,  being  distinctly  read  to  him  word  for  word, 
and  being  asked  on  the  requisition  of  the  Fiscal  whether  the  afore- 
said his  deposition  is  true  and  certain  in  all  its  parts,  and  if  he  be 
ready  to  confirm  the  same  on  oath,  with  a  good  conscience.  There- 
upon Jan  Adamse,  in  presence  of  the  Fiscal  answers.— So  truly  help 
me  God  Almighty.  Done,  Amsterdam  in  New  Netherland,  this 
16'"  March  A"  1655.    Lower  stood:  In  my  presence,  and 

(Signed)  CORNELIS  YAN  RUYYEN,  Secretary. 

Appeared,  etc.  Hendrick  Siliacquis  of  Groeningen,  aged  44  years ; 
testifies  to  all  that  Jan  Adamse  hath  declared,  except  that  he  did 
not  hear  Bicker's  wife  say,  that  it  was  better  to  trade  the  powder 
for  Beaver,  than  to  give  it  to  the  soldiers.  Item,  that  his  arms  were 
not  taken  away  by  Bicker.  He  declares  further,  that  he  knows, 
that  divers  munitions  of  war,  consisting  of  powder,  lead,  iron,  etc., 
were  sent  and  received  from  time  to  time,  inasmuch  as  he  himself, 
as  soldier  of  the  fort,  did  help  to  bring  it  up;  with  the  deponent  de- 
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Clares  to  be  true,  under  offer  of  oath.  This  11  June  1654 ;  New 
Amsterdam.  Signed:  Hendrick  Siliacques.  Lower:  Nicasius  de 
SiJle. 

Hendrick  Siljaques,  a  soldier,  being  legally  summoned  to  Court, 
to  whom  the  annexed,  his  declaration,  dated  11""  June,  1654,  is  dis- 
tinctly read,  woi'd  for  word,  and  being  on  the  requisition  of  the 
Fiscal  asked,  if  his  disposition  be,  in  all  its  parts,  true  and  certain, 
and  if  he  be  ready  with  a  good  conscience  to  confirm  it  by  oath? 
Thereupo7i  he,  in  the  presence  of  the  Fiscal  Comelis  van  Tienhoven 
answers:  So  truly  help  me  God  Almighty.  This  le**"  March,  A" 
1655.  Amsterdam,  in  New  Netherland.  Lower  stood :  In  my  pres- 
ence, and 

(Signed)  CORNELIS  VAN  RUYVEN,  Secretary. 

Before  me,  Cornells  van  Ruyven,  etc.,  appeared  Godefried  Cloeck, 
of  Aldernag,  aged  30  years;  Symon  van  Straten,  of  Nimwegen,  aged 
31  years;  Mathys  Beusyne,  of  Calls  aged  28  years;  Jan  Hendrickse, 
of  StiTickhausen,  aged  25  years ;  Hans  Aelbertss,  of  Brunswick, 
aged  24,  years,  declaring,  word  for  word,  all  that  Jan  Adamse  hath 
declared,  except  that  none  of  them  hath  heard  Bicker's  wife  say: 
'Tis  better  that  such  fine  powder  were  sold  for  Beaver,  than  to  be 
given  to  the  soldiers.  Item,  that  their  arms  were  not  taken  by 
Bicker,  but  by  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Swedes.  All  which  they,  the 
the  de])onents,  will  verify  by  oath  when  necessary  and  on  being 
required.  This  11""  June,  1654.  New  Amsterdam.  Signed,  Gode- 
friedt  Clue,  Symon  van  der  Straten,  Matthys  Bensien,  Jan  Hen- 
drickse, Hans  Albertss.    Lower  stood:  Nicasius  de  Sille. 

Matthew  Boucheine,  a  soldier,  being  legally  summoned  to  Court, 
to  whom  the  preceding,  his  declaration,  dated  ll""  June,  A°  1654,  is 
distinctly  read,  word  for  word,  and  being,  on  the  requisition  of  the 
Fiscal  asked,  if  the  aforesaid,  his  disposition,  be  true  and  certain  in 
all  its  parts,  and  if  he  be  ready  with  a  good  conscience  to  confirm 
it  by  oath?  Thereupon  he,  in  the  presence  of  the  Fiscal  Tienhoven 
answers:  So  truly  help  me  God  Almighty.  This  16""  March  A» 
1655.  Amsterdam  in  New  Netherland.  Lower  stood :  In  my  pre- 
sence, and  was 

(Signed)  CORNELIS  VAN  RUYVEN,  Secretary. 
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Appendix  9.    lieceived  28  January,  iGoG.     Secret. 

Extract  from  the  copii  of  a  letter  written  hy  the  Swedish  Governor, 
Johan  liysing,  to  31'  Fetrus  Stuyvesant,  Director-General  in  New 
Nelherland,  dated  27"'  May,  A"  1654,  ^"^  ^/^c  South  river. 

I  cannot  neglect  acquainting  your  Honor  tliat  1,  being  safely  ar- 
rived some  days  since  in  the  Royal  ship  the  Aren,  with  a  goodly 
munber  of  people  from  the  Kingdom  of  Sweden,  have  by  the  judg- 
ment and  in  the  name  of  lier  Royal  Majesty  of  Sweden,  my  most 
gracious  Queen,  summoned  tliefort  erected  at  the  Sand  point,  which, 
after  exclusion  of  further  delay,  was  voluntarily  surrendered  with 
the  adjoining  Colonists,  wlio  learning  the  reasonable  conditions 
offered  tliem,  together  with  the  liberty  of  going  or  remaining,  re- 
l)aired  under  the  obedience  of  Her  Royal  Majesty  aforesaid,  and 
afterwards  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  at  our  hands.  As 
this  is  a  matter  of  greater  consequence  than  can  be  decided  among 
Servants,  who  must  only  obey  orders,  the  Sorvereigns  on  both  sides 
have  to  settle  this  matter  among  theiuselves.  and  agree  among  them- 
selves about  it,  etc. 


Appeiidix  10.     lieceived  28  January,  IGoG.     Secret. 

Ca}iitulation  and  Conditions  on  which  Fort  Casimier  is  surrendered 
into  the  hands  of  the  Hon'"''  Director  Fetrus  Sluyvesant  hy  the  Com- 
mandant  Swoi  Schuts. 

Eirst.  The  Commandant  shall,  whenever  he  ])leases  and  has  an 
opportunity  by  the  arrival  of  Royal  or  private  slii])s.  be  at  liberty  to 
remove  from  this  Fort  Casimier,  the  guns  belonging  to  the  Crown, 
both  large  and  small,  consisting,  according  to  the  return  of  the 
Commandant,  of  foiu-  iron  14  pounders  and  five  guns  for  canister 
shot  (schroot  stuckenj;  to  wit.  four  small  and  one  large. 

Secondly.  As  a  body  guard  to  the  Conmiandant,  twelve  men  fully 
accoutred  and  Avith  the  Royal  Ensign  shall  march  out  of  the  fort, 
the  remainder  only  with  their  side  arms:  on  condition  tliat  the  guns 
and  nuiskets  belonging  to  the  Crown,  shall  be  and  remain  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Comman,dant,  to  remove,  or  have  them  removed  from 
the  fort,  wlienever  the  Conmiandant  shall  liave  an  opjiortunity. 

Thirdly.  All  his  private  movables  shall  be  delivered  undamaged 
to  the  Commandant,  to  take  away  with  liim.  or  to  have  them  re- 
moved whenever  1k'  jileases,  togetlier  with  tlie  proi»erty  of  all  the 
olHcers. 

Conilitional  tliat  the  Commandant  remains  on  this  day  to  deliver 
into  the  hands  of  the  General  the  Fort  Casimier.  with  all  the  guns 
and  anununilion.  material  and  other  effects  belonging  to  the  Gen- 
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eral  Incorporated  "West  India  Company.  Done,  concluded  and  si^rned 
by  the  contracting  parties  on  tlie  11"'  September,  IGoo.  On  board 
the  ship  the  Waeg  riding  at  anchor  near  Fort  Casimier. 


Appendix  11.    Beceivcd  28  January,  1G5G.     Secret. 

CajjiUdation  heUcecn  the  Hon''^''  Valiant  Johan  Rysingh,  Governor  of 
JVec"  Su-eden  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Hon''''  Valiant  Petrus  Sluy- 
vcsant,  Director-General  over  New  N'etherlaild,  on  the  other  part. 

First. — All  guns,  ammunition,  material,  provisions  and  otlier  ef- 
fects belonging  to  the  Most  Illustrious  Crown  of  Sweden  and  the 
South  Company,  at  present  in  and  about  Fort  Cliristina,  shall  be 
and  remain  to  the  above  Crown  and  South  Company,  and  it  depends 
on  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor  to  take  them  with  him  or  to  deliver 
them  to  tlie  said  General  Petrus  Stuyvesant,  on  coudition  they  being 
demanded,  shall  be  restored  Avithout  any  delay. 

2. — Governor  Johan  Rising  together  with  all  superior  and  inferior 
officers,  servants  and  soldiers  shall  march  out  with  drum  beating, 
fife  playing,  colors  flying,  match  lighting,  bullets  in  the  mouth,  with 
hand  and  side  arms,  tirst  to  Timber  Island,  whither  tiie  people, 
after  they  will  have  left  the  fort,  shall  be  safely  conveyed,  and  lodge 
in  the  houses  there  until  the  departure  in  the  sliip  Wacg  of  the  Gov- 
ernor who  with  his  suite  and  ])roperty  shall  at  furthest  within 
the  space  of  fourteen  days,  be  safely  and  certainly  conveyed  and 
brought  to  Sandyhook,  situate  five  leagues  outside  the  Manhatans. 
Meanwhile  Governor  Rising  and  Factor  Elswyck  shall  be  allowed 
to  remain  with  four  or  five  servants,  so  long  in  the  fort,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arranging  their  affairs. 

3. — All,  writings,  letters,  documents  and  actes  belonging  to  the 
Crowai  of  Sweden,  the  Southern  Company  or  to  private  persons, 
found  in  Fort  Christina,  remain  untouched,  undisturbed  and  un- 
examined in  the  Governor's  hands,  to  carry  them  away  whitherso- 
ever he  pleases. 

4. — None  of  the  officers,  soldiers,  servants  or  freemen  of  the  Crown 
of  Sweden  or  of  the  Southern  Company,  shall  be  detained  against 
their  will,  but  be  alloAved  to  depart  with  the  Governor,  free  and 
unhindered,  if  they  please. 

o. — All  ministers,  officers,  soldiers  and  freemen  of  the  Crown  of 
Sweden  and  Soutiiern  Company,  shall  retain  their  proper  movables, 
unhindered  and  iminjured. 

6. — Should  any  servants  or  freemen  be  willing  but  not  ready  noAV, 
to  depart  with  the  Governor  and  his  suite,  they  shall  be  allowed  one 
year  and  six  weeks  to  dispose  of  their  real  and  personal  property,  on 


262  PAPERS  EELATIXG  TO  THE 

condition  that  they  take  the  proper  oath  of  fidelity  for  the  time  that 
they  remain  on  the  river. 

7. — Should  there  be  any  Swedes  or  Fins  disinclined  to  depart, 
Governor  liisingii  shall  be  at  liljerty  to  admonish  them  to  leave, 
and  if  inclined  to  accompany  him  on  such  admonition,  they  shall 
not  be  detained  or  prevented  by  the  General,  and  those  who  will, 
then,  remain  here,  and  earn  their  living  in  the  country,  sliall  enjoy 
the  freedom  of  the  Augsburgh  Confession,  and  one  person  to  in- 
struct them  therein. 

8.— Mr.  Johan  llisiugh,  Factor  Elswyck  with  other  high  and  low 
officers,  soldiers  and  freemen  M'ho  will  now  depart  with  their  proper 
movables,  shall  be  provided  for  tliat  purpose  by  the  General  with  a 
proper  ship,  which  shall  receive  them  at  Sandyhook  from  the  coming 
vessel  and  convey  tliem  to  the  Texel,  and  thence  directly  with  a  hoy, 
sloop  or  other  suitable  craft,  to  Gottenburgh,  without  any  charge  ; 
but  sucli  sloop,  or  ship  shall  not  be  detained  at  Gottenburgh  for 
wliich  Mr.  llisingh  is  responsible. 

9.— Should  Governor  Risingh,  Factor  Elswyck,  or  any  servants  of 
the  Crown  of  Sweden  or  tlie  Southern  Company,  have  engaged 
themselves  on  behalf  of  said  Crown  or  Company  for  any  debts,  they 
shall  not  be  arrested  therefor  within  the  said  General's  government. 

10.— Governor  Risingh  shall  be  at  liberty  to  inform  himself  of  the 
conduct  of  tlie  late  Commandant  Schute,  his  officers  and  other  sol- 
diers in  the  surrender  of  tlie  fort  on  the  Sand  point. 

11.— Provided  the  Governor  engage  himself  to  cause  the  people 
under  his  command  to  quit  Fort  Christina,  and  deliver  it  up  to  the 
General  on  this  day,  the  f  *  of  this  month  of  September.  Done  and 
subscribed  on  the  ^-;  aforesaid,  of  tlie  year  1655,  at  the  place  of  pa- 
role, between  fort  Christina  and  the  General's  encampment. 

(Signed)  JOIIAX  RISINGH. 

P.  STUYVESANT. 

It  is  further  capitulated  that  the  skijiper  with  wliom  the  Hon'''" 
Governor  Johan  Rising  and  Factor  Hendrick  Elswyck  will  depart, 
shall  be  expressly  ordered  and  instructed  to  land  said  Messrs. 
Risingh  and  Elswyck  in  person,  either  in  England  or  France, 
and  that  the  General  shall  loan  Mr.  Johan  Risingh  in  cash  or  in 
bills  of  exchange,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  iiounds  Flemish,  which 
the  said  Governor  Johan  Rishigh  undertakes  to  repay  In  cash  or  ex- 
change at  Amsterdam  to  the  General  or  his  order,  within  the  lerm 
of  six  months  after  receipt  of  said  moneys.  Meanwhile,  hypothe- 
cating for  the  moneys  aforesaid,  an  e(iuivalent  in  the  Crown  or  the 
Southern  Company's  effects  be  left,  under  receipt,  in  the  hands  of 
the  General ;  corresponding  duplicates  hereof,  to  be  made  and  to  be 
signed  on  both  sides.    Ady  fi  September,  1655,  on  the  place  of  pa- 
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role,  between  Fort  Christina  and  the  encampment  of  General  Petrus 
iStuYvesant. 

(Signed)  JOHAX  RISINGH. 

P.  STUYVESANT. 


SECRET  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES  GENERAL  ON 
THE  PRECEDING  PAPERS. 


Friday,  28'"  January,  1656. 
Received  a  letter  from  the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company, 
Chamber  at  Amsterdam,  dated  the  24"'  instant,  and  therewith  in 
accordance  with  their  High  Mightinesses'  iterated  letter,  a  Deduc- 
tion with  the  papers  and  corroborative  documents  belonging  to  the 
same,  and  relating  to  tlie  Swedes  who  have  come  over  from  New 
Netherland.  Which  being  considered,  it  is  resolved  and  concluded 
to  refer  the  aforesaid  letter,  deduction,  papers  and  corroborative 
documents,  to  Messrs.  Huygens  and  otlier  their  High  Mightinesses' 
Deputies,  for  the  West  India  Company's  affairs,  to  inspect,  examine 
and  report  thereon .  Secrecy  thereupon  w^as  most  particularly  recom- 
mended. 


AMBASSADOR  HAROLD  APPELBOOM  TO  THE  STATES 
GENERAL. 


The  undersigned  Resident  Minister  of  Sweden  finds  himself,  by 
special  instructions,  obliged  to  represent  hereby  to  your  Higli 
Mightinesses  that  the  Commander  in  New  Netherland  for  the  West 
India  Company  of  tliis  country  had,  this  last  summer,  attacked  the 
Sw' edish  Company  occupying  the  South  river  of  Florida  most  unex  ■ 
pectedly  and  with  force  of  arms,  seized  on  its  forts,  drove  out  the 
inhabitants,  and  thus  wholly  dispossessed  tlie  Swedish  Company  of 
its  districts.  'Tis  true  and  beyond  dispute  that  the  said  Swedish 
Company  hath  acquired  the  lands  they  occupied  on  the  aforesaid 
South  river  Optimo  titulo  juris  and  bought  them  from  the  Indians 
themselves  as  the  right  owners  thereof,  and  accordingly  have  had 
peaceable  possession  of  said  lands  for  many  years  past,  without  the 
West  India  Company  of  this  country  having  put  forth,  or  even  law- 
fully had  any  claim  to  it.  Therefore,  the  aforesaid  Resident  does 
not  doubt  but  that  these  hostilities  will  call  forth  your  High  Might- 
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inesses'  especial  displeasure,  and  request  hereby  in  a  friendly  manner 
in  the  name  of  his  Royal  Majesty,  his  most  gjracious  Master,  that 
your  High  Mightinesses  will  be  pleased  to  issiie  such  order  for  the 
redress  of  such  indecent  proceedings  of  the  West  India  Company 
aforesaid,  as  equity,. iustice,  mutual  friendship  between  botli  Nations 
and  the  importance  of  the  matter  itself  demand,  and  is  expected 
from  your  i)rofound  wisdom,  whereby  the  abovementioned  Swedish 
Company  may  be  indemnihed.  As  for  the  rest,  the  aforesaid  Resi- 
dent wishes  your  High  Mightinesses  a  fortunate  and  prosperous 
government.     At  the  Hague  the  22  March,  Anno  165G. 

(Signed)  II.  APPELBOOM. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES  GENERAL  ON  THE 
PRECEDING  LETTER. 


Wednesday,  22'^  March,  1656, 
Read  in  tlie  Assembly  a  certain  Memorial  of  Mr.  Appelboora, 
Resident  from  the  King  of  Sweden,  complaining  that  the  Command- 
ers in  New  Netherland  of  the  West  India  Company  of  this  country 
had  last  summer  attacked  the  Swedish  Company  inhabiting  the 
South  river  of  Florida,  most  unex])ectedly  and  with  force  of  arms, 
reduced  their  forts,  expelled  the  inliabitantsand  wholly  dispossessed 
the  above  named  Swedish  Company  from  its  district :  requesting, 
therefore,  that  prompt  order  may  be  issued  for  the  redress  of  the  afore- 
said proceeding,  and  that  the  said  Swedish  Company  may  be  indem- 
nihed. AVhich  being  considered,  it  is  resolved  and  concluded  to 
examine  further  the  information  on  the  same  subject,  lieretofore 
sent  in  by  the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  of  this  country 
to  their  High  Mightinesses,  in  order  when  such  is  examined,  further 
resolution  may  be  adopted  in  the  matter  aforesaid,  as  shall  be 
deemed  proper. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  STATES  OF  HOLLAND,  &c.,  ON 
MR.  APPELBOOM\S  MEMORIAL. 


Besohdions  of  the  States  of  Holland  and  Westfriesland,  dated  23  and 

2f'  March,  1656. 

Read  in  the  Assembly,  a  certain  Memorial  presented  to  their 
High  Mightinesses,  by  ilr.  Appelboom,  Resident  of  the  King  of 
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Sweden,  to  the  effect  that  he,  the  Resident  aforesaid,  found  liimself 
obliged  by  express  command,  to  represent  to  their  High  Mitjhtinesses, 
tliat  the  Commanders  in  New  Netherland  of  the  West  India  Com- 
pany of  this  country  had,  last  summer,  attacked  unexpectedly  and 
with  force  of  arms  the  Swedish  Com))any  dwellinsrin  the  South  river 
of  Florida,  seized  its  forts,  expelled  tlie  inhabitants  and  thus 
wholly  dispossessed  the  said  Swedisli  Company  of  its  districts ; 
requesting  tlieir  High  Mightinesses,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the 
aforesaid  Memorial,  to  be  pleased  to  issue,  for  tlie  redress  of  such 
indecent  proceedings  of  the  aforesaid  AVest  India  Comi)any  of  this 
country,  such  prompt  order  as  equity,  justice  and  mutual  friendship 
between  both  Nations  and  the  importance  of  the  matter  itself, 
demand. 

Which  being  considered,  it  is  resolved  and  concluded  that  the 
aforesaid  Memorial,  togetherwith  certain  am])le  information  hereto- 
fore furnislied  by  tlie  said  West  India  Company  of  tliis  country  on  the 
foregoing  subject,  and  the  documents  thereunto  belonging,  be  fur- 
ther examined  and  investiga;ed  by  a  Committee  of  their  Great 
Mightinesses  and  a  draft  of  an  answer  to  the  aforesaid  Memorial  be 
by  them  prei)ared,  and  a  report  thereof,  and  of  their  opinions  regard- 
ing tlie  said  subject,  be  made  'as  soon  as  possible  to  the  Assembly 
here  ;  to  which  end  the  gentlemen  from  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam 
and  Hoorn  are  requested  and  appointed,  as  they  are  hereby  requested 
and  commissioned. 


AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  THE  WEST  INDIA  COMPANY 

AND  THE  CITY  OF  AMSTERDAM  RESPECTING 

A  COLONIE  ON  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Conditions  to  he  agreed  upon  with  the  West  India  Company.  Received 
12  August,  1656. 

1. — The  West  India  Company  shall  approve,  and  as  far  as  lies  in 
its  power,  give  effect  to,  the  accompanying  Agreement,  basis  and 
regulation  on  which  the  City  of  Amsterdam  is  to  plant  Colonies  in 
New  Netherland. 

2. — Their  High  Mightinesses  and  the  Compjiny  are  to  cede  and 
grant  to  the  City  of  Amsterdam,  as  founder  and  planters  of  the 
l»lace,  high,  middle  and  low  jurisdiction,  in  order  the  better  to 
maintain  tlie  requisite  authority  there. 

3. — The  City  shall  possess  the  jurisdiction  aforesaid,  in  form  of  a 
fief,  successively  appointing  to  tliat  end  a  person  on  wliom  it  sliall 
be  conferred,  on  payment  of  certain  seignorial  dues.  (Heergewaden.J 
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4. — The  Sovereignty  and  supreme  authority,  with  whatever  de- 
pends thereupon,  remaining,  nevertheless,  in  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses and  in  the  Company,  so  far  as  tlie  same  is  authorized  by  the 
Charter. 

5. — And  whilst  the  government  of  Amsterdam  hath  no  intention 
to  extend  any  authority  or  power  abroad,  but  merely  designs  to  pro- 
mote commerce,  which  is  the  soul  of  this  city,  so  it  will  be  content 
to  make  over  and  convey  everything  to  the  Company  aforesaid,  in 
case  their  Higli  Mightinesses  and  tlie  Company  aforesaid  be  inclined 
to  reimburse,  witliin  the  first  ten  years,  to  the  City  of  Amsterdam, 
tlie  moneys  disbursed  with  simple  interest  at  5  per  cent  yearly,  on 
condition  that  the  said  Company,  in  such  case,  remain  bound  to 
make  good  to  the  Colonists  the  Agreement  heretofore  drawn  up  and 
hereunto  annexed. 


COXDITIOXS  OFFERED  BY  THE  CITY  OF  AMSTERDAM 
TO  SETTLERS  OX  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Draft  of  Conditions  to  he  offered  to  those  who  may  be  sent  as  Colonists 
to  JS'cw  Ketherlaiid.     lieceived  12  August,  1G5G. 

1. — Tlie  Colonists  should  go  thither  in  suitable  ships  with  their 
families,  requisite  household  furniture  and  additional  necessaries ; 
for  which  purpose  license  shall  be  applied  for  and  obtained 
from  the  Amsterdam  Chamber  of  the  West  India  Company. 

2. — The  City  of  Amsterdam  may  make  the  best  agreement  it  can 
with  tlie  skippers  for  the  transportation  of  both  people  and  goods. 

3. — Said  City  is  to  advance  the  passage  money,  on  condition  that 
it  be  hereafter  repaid  to  the  City  in  manner  hereinafter  mentioned. 

4. — To  the  end  that  the  said  Colonists  may  gain  their  livelihood 
there  safely,  honestly  and  prosperously,  the  City  aforesaid  doth  be- 
forehand guarantee  as  follows : 

5. — First.  Said  City  sliall  jirovide  and  assign  a  fruitful  soil  in  a 
healthy  and  temperate  climate,  watered  by  and  situated  upon  a 
fresh  water  river  which  can  be  navigated  by  large  shijis ;  for  which 
purpose  an  agreement  shall  be  previously  made  with  the  AVest  India 
Company  for  a  place  at  its  disi)osal  and  to  which  no  other  persons 
have  any  claim. 

6. — Here  the  City  shall  lay  out  a  proper  piece  of  land  on  a  river 
side  for  a  safe  habitation  and  residence  of  the  Colonists,  and  fortify 
it  with  a  ditch  without  and  a  wall  within ;  and  divide  the  inclosed 
land  into  streets,  a  market,  and  lots  suitable  for  the  use  as  well  of 
traders  and  mechanics  as  of  farmers ;  and  all  this  at  the  expense  of 
the  city. 
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7. — The  City  of  Amsterdam  shall  send  thither  a  proper  person  for 
Schoolmaster,  who  shall  also  read  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  set  the 
Psalms. 

8. — The  City  of  Amsterdam  shall  provisionally  and  until  further 
opportunity  provide  the  salary  of  said  Schoolmaster. 

9. — And  to  the  end  that  tlie  Colonists  going  thither,  may  be  pro 
vided  with  all  proper  necessaries,  as  far  as  possible,  the  City  of  An;- 
sterdam  shall  furnisli  them  for  one  year  with  clothing  and  all  sorts 
of  seed  grain;  and,  moreover,  shall  build,  in  the  place  aforesaid,  a 
large  magazine  or  warehouse,  wherein  it  shall  keep  all  sorts  of  arti- 
cles, both  for  clothing  and  the  subsistence  of  the  people  and  supply 
them  with  all  sorts  of  seed  grain:  it  shall,  likewise,  keep  a  factor 
there,  who  shall  furnish  everything  necessary  for  clothing,  house- 
keei)ing  and  farming,  and  sell  these  at  the  same  prices  they  are  sold 
here,  the  Company's  custom  excepted. 

10.— Concerning  the  Company's  custom,  the  City  shall  agree 
therefore  as  favorably  as  possible  and  especially  that  the  duty  to  be 
paid  in  New  Netherland,  shall  be  employed  in  building  and  main- 
taining public  works  by  those  thereunto  to  be  authorized  by  the 
West  India  Company  and  the  City. 

11. — The  said  fortified  place  allotted  for  the  residence  of  the 
Colonists,  whether  called  a  city  or  town,  sliall  be  regulated  in  mat- 
ters of  Police  and  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  same  manner 
as  here  in  Amsterdam,  wliereof  the  practice  and  custom,  particu- 
larly in  regard  to  descents,  shall  be  adhered  to. 

12. — They  shall  first  have  one  Schout  or  ofiicer  as  the  liead  of 
Justice,  instructed  as  is  the  custom  here. 

13. — The  Schout  shall  be  appointed  in  the  name  of  their  High 
Miglitinesses  and  the  West  India  Company,  by  the  Deputies  of 
Amsterdam,  who,  lor  this  purpose  shall  give  authority  to  the  Di- 
rector by  a  power  of  Attorney. 

14. — They  shall,  moreover,  have  three  Burgomasters,  who  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  common  Burghers,  from  the  honestest,  fittest 
and  richest. 

15. — And  five  or  seven  Schepens,  to  which  end  the  body  of  the 
Burghers  shall  nominate  a  double  number,  in  order  that  the  Di- 
rector, by  power  of  attorney,  as  mentioned  in  Article  13,  may  make 
an  election  from  them. 

16. — On  the  increase  of  the  city  or  town  to  two  hundred  families 
or  upwards,  these  shall  choose  a  Common  Council  of  XXI.  i)ersons, 
who  shall  meet  with  the  Burgomasters,  and  resolve  together  on  all 
matters  relating  to  the  City  government ;  but  this  Common  Coun- 
cil, once  instituted,  shall  thereafter  have  power,  in  case  of  the  death 
of  one  or  more  of  its  members,  to  fill  vacancies  by  a  new  election, 
unanimously,  or  by  plurality  of  votes;  in  like  manner  tlie  said 
Common  Council  shall  annually  choose  the  Burgomasters  in  man- 
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iier  as  aforesaid,  and  also  liave  the  iioniiiiation  of  a  double  number 
out  of  which  the  Schepens  shall  be  chosen  in  manner  as  already 
mentioned. 

17. — The  Schepens  shall  give  judgments  for  all  sums  under  one 
hundred  guilders  ;  but  in  cases  exceeding  one  hundred  guilders,  the 
party  aggrieved  sliall  be  allowed  an  api)eal  to  the  Director-General 
and  Council  of  New  Netherland. 

18. — Said  Schepens  shall  also  ]n-onoinice  sentence  in  all  criminal 
cases,  but  an  appeal  tlierefrom  shall  be  provisionally  allowed. 

19. — The  City  of  Amsterdam  sliall  agree  with  a  smith,  a  wheel- 
wright and  a  carpenter  to  go  and  live  therefor  the  convenience  and 
service  of  the  Colonists. 

2(1. — The  City  of  Amsterdam  aforesaid,  shall  divide  all  the  lands 
round  about  said  town  or  city,  into  suitable  fields  for  plough  land, 
pasture  and  meadow  land,  laid  out  on  proper  roads  for  going  to,  and 
coming  from,  them. 

21. — Every  person  who  will  follow  farming  sliall  have  in  free,  fast 
and  durable  property,  as  many  morgens,  as  well  of  i)lough  land  as 
of  pa.stureand  meadow,  as  he  and  his  family  will  be  able  to  improve, 
and  will  recjuire  for  grazing,  be  it  20  (/'  3U  or  more  morgens ;  pro- 
vided all  such  lands  which  will  be  given  and  conveyed  in  fee  to 
each  of  the  Colonists,  shall  by  them  in  two  years  from  the  convey- 
ance, be  brought  under  cultivation,  on  penalty  of  the  same  being 
taken  from  them  and  given  to  others. 

22. — Each  of  the  Colonists  shall  settle  and  use  his  land  freely, 
without  paying  poundage,  horn  money  or  salt  money,  for  ten  years, 
reckoning  from  the  year  in  which  the  land  is  first  sowii  or  iiastured  ; 
which  ten  years  Leing  exjjired.  they  shall  not  be  taxed  higher  than 
those  who  are  taxed  lowest  in  any  other  district  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Directors  of  the  AVest  India  Comi^any,  in  New  Nether- 
land.  They  shall,  also,  be  exempt  from  tenths  for  the  term  of 
twenty  years  reckoning  from  the  year  in  which  the  lands  will  be 
first  sown  ;  and  on  the  expiration  of  said  20  years,  the  tenths  shall 
then  be  ]mid  to  the  City  of  Amsterdam :  with  the  understanding 
always,  that  half  of  these  tenths  shall  be  expended  for  tlie  support 
of  the  iHiblic  works  and  of  the  jiersons  employed  in  the  ])ublic  ser- 
vice there.  In  like  manner,  also,  whenever  any  poundage  or  other 
taxes  shall  be  paid,  the  money  shall  be  employed  in  constructing 
public  works  and  keeping  them  in  repair,  aiid  in  defraying  the  sala- 
ries of  persons  in  service  in  that  country. 

23. — The  City  of  Amsterdam  should  make  arrangements  that  shijis 
shall  be  continually  and  consecutively  sent  from  Holland  to  load 
and  bring  over  grain,  seed,  timber,  and  all  other  produce  most  prof- 
itable to  the  Colonists,  who  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  at  liberty  to 
charter  private  vessels,  provided  they  be  consigned  to  the  City  of 
Amsterdam. 
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2-1. — Wlierefore,  the  City  of  Amsterdam  shall  liave  projier  store- 
houses here  for  the  storage  of  the  grain  and  otlier  proi)erty  of  the 
Colonists,  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  same,  ai)d  shall  return  the 
proceeds  tliereof  in  such  articles  as  the  owners  shall  direct,  deduct- 
ing only  two  per  cent  for  commission,  and  one-tenth  of  the  net 
proceeds  in  payment  of  the  disbursements  made  by  the  said  City  for 
the  freight  and  passage  of  the  persons  and  goods  of  the  Colonists; 
and  that  until  the  aforesaid  disbursements  are  refunded  and  no 
longer. 

25. — The  Colonists  in  Xew  Xetherland  shall  be  at  liberty  to  take  out 
of  the  City's  warehouse  wliatever  they  may  require,  at  the  fixed 
price,  provided  the  account  thereof  be  transmitted  witli  the  Colo- 
nists* goods,  in  order  to  be  deducted  therefrom. 

26. — The  Colonists  may,  for  building  houses  and  vessels  and  car- 
rying on  trade,  cut  as  much  timber  as  they  think  tit,  without  paying 
anything  therefor,  not  only  in  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  for- 
ests, but  also  in  any  other  places  situate  in  the  district,  and  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Company  in  New  Netherland,  and  not  al- 
ready granted  to  and  owned  by  any  private  iierson,  provided  they 
submit  to  the  regulation  in  that  behalf  made,  or  hereafter  to  be 
made,  as  in  Article  2S. 

27. — The  Burgomasters  of  Amsterdam  as  founders  and  Patroons, 
and  as  possessors  of  the  jurisdiction,  shall  appoint  the  secretary, 
messenger,  and  other  inferior  officers. 

28. — Hunting  in  the  woods  and  fisliing  in  all  the  waters  and  rivers, 
not  heretofore  owned  by  other  persons,  shall  be  free  to  each  of  the 
Colonists,  under  certain  regulations  to  be  made  respecting  them,  by 
authority  of  the  Company  or  their  High  Mightinesses. 

29. — Tiie  City  of  Amsterdam  shall  provide  for  the  transportation 
of  all  tools  and  farming  implements,  free  and  without  paying  any 
duty. 

30. — And  in  regard  to  articles  which  are  sent  as  merchandise,  they 
shall  pay  to  the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  as  duty,  ac- 
cording to  the  specification  in  the  subjoined 

Table. 

„       _,^,^       ., ,        T-w  ^  1     „,  r  Convoy  8  stivers  each  with 
For  lUU  guilders  Dnffels   2i  1      .     ,  a     ^    o  u 

*  i     ^  advance, fl.    1.  6.8 

1^^^^^^ ••   ■    ■  (Duty,  (w  per  12  cent,  .    .       12. 

In  New  Netherland  4  per  cent  fl.  4  light  money,  to  wit : 
the  rix  dollar  («-  63  stivers, 13.  6.8 

^  Convoy  as  above,  with  ad- 

For  100  guilders,  Blankets  28, -J     vance, fl.    1.17. 

'  Duty  @  12  per  cent,  ...       12. 

13.17. 
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N.  B.    The  duffels  and  blankets  aforesaid,  pay  in  addi- 
tion to  the  convoy,  a  duty  of  12  per  cent  to  tlie  said  Com- 
pany, Chamber  at  Amsterdam.    All  the  following  goods  6 
per  cent,  but  with  a  heavier  rate  of  Convoy, 
f shirts,  stockings,! 


For  100 
guilders, 


shoes,  pedlars' 
wares,  hats,iSruren- 
burg  wares  and 
goods  not  included 
in  the  convoy  list. 


Convoy  4  stivers  per  pound 
tlemish,  and  i  advance,  fl. 

Duty  there,4  i)er  cent;  here, 
6  per  cent  


4.  8.8 


10.  8.8 


For  100 
guilders, 


f  woolen  cloth,  says,  1 

serges  and  other  I  ^,  ...,  ^, 

.,',  ^i„v,   ^,.    Convov  with  the  advance, 

silk,  woolen  or^^^     '   -        ^  4.  u 

i-^  1   r.4-,.-efc     Duty  there4percent;  here, 
worsted  stuns,  | 

Jinen  cloths.  J 


For  100 
guilders 


)(0i 
,  (  wi 


Oil   and 
ine, .  .    . 


For    100    guilders,    distilled  f  Convoy  as  above, 


waters,  12  anchors, 


Duty  4  and  6  per  cent. 


1.10. 

6. 


7.10. 


Spanish  )  Convoy  about 2.15. 

.   .    .    .   )  Duty  4  and  6, 6. 


8.15. 


For  100  guilders,  Vinegar  6  \  Convoy  with  the  advance,       8. 
hogsheads, ^  Duty  4  and  6  per  cent  .    .       6. 


14. 


For  100  guilders,  French  wine  (  Convoy  with  the  advance,       1 .13. 
4  hhds ■  t  Duty  4  and  6  per  cent,  .    .       6. 


7.13. 


For  100  guilders,  Brandy,  1  (  Convoy,  etc., 1.13. 

hogshead, 1  Duty  there  4  per  cent;  here,       6. 


r.l3. 


3.  6.8 
6. 


9.  6.8 
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For  100  guilders,  Nails,  900  f  Convoy,  iit  supra,  ....   11    3.12. 
lbs., \  Duty,  4  and  6, 6. 


9.12. 


For  100  guilders,  Rice,  Spices,  f  Convoy  as  above,  about   .        2.8. 
and  groceries, ( Duty  4  aud  here,   ....        6. 


8.  8. 


For  100  guilders.  Hops,  300  (  Convoy  with  the  advance,       7.  4. 
pounds  weight, t  Duty  there  4,  here,  .   ...        6. 


13.  4. 


All  materials  and  necessaries  for  farming  and  tlie  exercise  of 
trade  and  handicraft  are  free  of  duty. 

All  products  of  New  Netlierland  imported  hither  are  free  of  duty. 
Item.  All  kinds  of  salted  or  dried  fish,  caught  there. 

Peltry  such  as  beavers,  others,  &c.,  pay  eight  per  cent. 

Amplification  of  the  aforesaid  draft  of  Conditions. 

Any  of  the  Colonists  who  by  himself  or  his  family  or  any  person 
in  his  service,  shall  discover  any  minerals,  crystals,  precious  stones, 
marbles,  etc.,  of  whatever  nature  they  may  be,  may  possess  and 
keep  them  as  his  own,  without  paying  any  impost  or  duty  for  them, 
for  the  term  of  ten  years ;  but  after  the  expiration  thereof,  he  shall 
be  held  to  pay  the  Company  one-tenth  part  of  the  proceeds. 

The  following  was  exhibited  with  the  2  drafts  of  Conditions,  and 
refers  to  Article  9 : — 

The  City  of  Amsterdam  shall  cause  a  convenient  warehouse  to 
be  prepared  wherein  shall  be  deposited  all  the  goods  the  said  City 
intends  to  send  to  its  Colonie  in  New  Netherland,  where  they  may 
be  inspected,  in  tlie  presence  of  a  person  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  City  of  Amsterdam,  by  any  one  authorized  by  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  West  India  Company,  and  marked  with  the  marks  of 
the  City  and  Company,  the  duty  thereon  beLng.paid  to  the  Company 
according  to  the  list  hereof  to  be  made  and  agreed  on. 

Which  goods  may,  then,  be  laden  with  the  Company's  knowledge, 
in  any  vessel  or  vessels  the  said  City  will  be  able  to  obtain. 

If  the  City  of  Amsterdam  shall  ship  any  goods  or  freight  in  any 
vessel  going  to  New  Netherland,  it  shall  submit  to  the  same  regu- 
lations as  others. 

But  if  the  City  of  Amsterdam  shall  send  away  its  own,  or  any 
chartered  ship,  laden  only  with  its  own  goods,  it  shall  send  that 
ship  or  ships  directly  to  its  own  city,  town  or  Colonie,  provided  that 
all  the  goods  put  on  board  be  opened  in  the  City's  warehouse  there 
in  the  presence  of  some  person  belonging  to  the  Company  appointed 
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fur  that  puri»osp,to  whom  also  the  letters  and  commissiou  from  the 
Company  shall  be  delivered. 

In  like  manner  all  wares,  i)roduce  or  merchandise  imported  from 
the  City's  Colonie  must  be  brought  whole  into  the  City  here  and 
opened  in  the  City's  warehouse  in  the  presence  of  a  ])erson  appointed 
for  that  purpose  by  the  Company,  and  the  duties  due  to  the  Countiy 
and  the  Company  must  be  paid  thereon. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES  GENERAL  ON  THE 
PRECEDING. 


Saturday,  the  12  August,  1656. 
Received  a  letter  from  tiie  Committee  of  the  respective  Chambers 
of  the  West  India  Company  rei)resenting  the  Assembly  of  the 
Nineteen  convened  at  Amsterdam,  dated  there  the  10'"  instant, 
together  with  some  appendices  in  answer  to  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses' despatch  of  the  1"  of  this  month,  and  in  conformity  thereto, 
information  and  advice  on  the  Petition  and  Papers  i>resented  by  the 
presiding  Cliamber  of  Amsterdam  to  their  High  Mightinesses  in 
order  to  obtain  their  approbation  and  ratitication  of  the  Conditions 
entered  into  by  said  Chamber  with  the  Burgomasters  of  the  City  of 
Amsterdam  for  planting  Colonies  in  New  Netherlaud.  Which 
being  considered,  it  is  resolved  and  concluded  that  the  aforesaid 
letter  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mess"  van  der  Capelle  to 
Ryssel  and  others  their  High  Mightinesses'  Deputies  for  the  affairs 
of  the  West  India  Company,  to  investigate,  examine  and  report 
thereon.  Then  is  the  foregoing  conclusion  formed  by  Mr.  van 
Renswoude, 


REPORT      OF     THE      COMMITTEE      OF     THE     STATES 
GENERAL  ON  THE  FOREGOING  CONDITIONS. 


Memorandimt  of  the  Htport. 

Wednesday,  ^^  August,  1656. 
The  Committee  have  read  and  examined  the  letter  of  the  Assem- 
bly of  the  Nineteen  from  Amsterdam  the  10  August  with  the 
Agreement  concluded  between  the  West  India  Company  Chamber 
at  Amsterdam  and  the  City  of  Amsterdam  for  the  peopling  of  New 
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Netherland  by  planting  Colonies  there  on  the  Conditions  therein 
stipulated. 

Also  read  the  draft  of  articles  to  be  granted  to  Colonists  by  the 
City  of  Amsterdam ; 

And  find  the  stipulation  of  the  City  of  Amsterdam  and  the  draft 
of  the  articles  contain  nothing  prejudicial  to  the  public  interests. 


YICE-DIEECTOR    ALRICHS    TO    THE    COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  COLONIE  ON  THE  DELAWARE. 


Fort  Amsterdam,  the  13">  April,  1657. 
To  the  Honorable  Directors  on  the  behalf  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam, 
Commissioners  for  the  management  of  its  Colonie  in  New  Nether- 
land. 

Honorable.,  Worshipful,  Wise  and  Prudent  Gentlemen. • 

My  last  to  your  Honors  was  dated  the  SS'"  December,  1656,  and 
was  written  from  the  Texel,  when  I  went  to  sea  and  set  sail  in  the 
ship  Prins  Maurits,  Mr.  Dirck  Corneliss"  honingh,  and  the  ships 
Beer  and  Gelderschc  Blom,  which  performed  the  office  of  Admiral, 
as  the  above  mentioned  vessel  was  greatly  clogged,  and  it  was  dis- 
covered, also,  that  neither  the  skipper,  pilot,  nor  any  superior  officer 
belonging  to  the  ship,  had  ever  been  in  New  Netherland,  or  fi-e- 
quented  its  coast.  But  indifferent  luck  followed  this  arrangement, 
for  in  the  night  of  the  28"'  of  the  same  month,  these  three  ships, 
overtaken  by  bad  weather  or  a  storm ,  was  separated  fi'om  each  other ; 
they  from  ours  and  we  from  theirs.  We  afterwards  experienced, 
now  and  then,  divers  inconveniences,  from  the  sails,  which  were 
blown  out  of  the  bolts,  from  the  shot,  which  rolled  out  of  the  car- 
riages, and  from  the  breaking  and  shipping  of  the  sea,  which  rushed 
so  heavily  and  impetuously  over'the  deck  as  to  make  a  large  crack 
or  vent  in  a  certain  great  beam  called  the  fisher ;  six  or  seven  of  the 
crew  went  very  near  being  swept  overboard  at  once  by  a  sea,  which, 
however,  happily  flowed  by.  As  the  ship  was  a  bad  sailer,  the 
southern  com"se  was  chosen.  Having  reached  as  far  as  the  22''  de- 
gree of  North  latitude  on  the  17^''  of  February,  the  course  was 
changed  in  order  to  expedite  our  voyage,  and  land  was  descried  a 
little  south  of  Cape  Romaine,  whence  we  sailed  forward  and  some- 
times saw  some  low  land,  which  created  a  hope  tlint  we  should  ar- 
rive with  the  above  named  ship  in  a  few  days  at  the  Manhattes. 
The  Lord  God  not  vouchsafing  this,  through  the  ignorance  of  the 
skipper,  pilot  and  other  of  the  ship's  officers,  about  eleven  o'clock 
on  the  night  o:  the  8'"  of  March,  after  we  had  sailed  that  day  in  26, 
18— YoL.  V. 
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18  and  16  fathoms  of  water,  althoiio'h  tlie  skipper,  i)iirsiiant  to  my 
customary  warniiic:,  had  promised,  not  an  hour  before,  to  take  good 
care  and  not  to  spare  the  lead,  and  that  he  sliould  quickly  cast  an- 
chor and  then  come  into  the  cabin  to  report  or  communicate  the 
matter,  yet  tlie  men  unexpectedly  called  out  eight  and  nine  fathoms. 
Wishing,  thereupon,  to  tack,  and  the  ship  refusing,  she  immediately 
struck,  and  so  shoved,  which  she  afterwards  continued  to  do  liarder 
and  harder,  so  that  we  were  not  a  moment  certain  whether  we 
should  leave  there  alive  or  perish.     After  passing  througli  most  of 
the  darkness  of  that  night  in  the  greatest  anxiety  and  fear,  we  found 
ourselves,  at  day-break,  about  a  gunshot  from  the  shore,  but  being 
between  the  shoals  and  the  strand  in  such  a  bad  position,  and  ignor- 
ant whether  this  place  was  south  or  north  of  tlie  Manhattes.  it  was 
unanimously  resolved,  first  to  save  our  lives  and  then  to  exert  every 
nerve  to  save  as  much  as  we  possibly  could.     Accordingly  on  the 
9"^  of  March,  in  severe,  bitter  and  freezing  weather,  with  drifting 
ice.  after  great  trouble,  through  dangerous  breakers  in  a  very  leaky 
boat,  with  considerable  water  in  it.  we  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
shore  on  a  broken  spit  or  foreland,  on  which  neither  bush  nor  grass 
grew,  nor  was  any  tree  or  fire-wood  to  be  found.     On  the  third  day 
we,  for  the  first  time,  saw  and  spoke  some  Indians,  wiio  informed 
us  that  it  was  the  foreland  of  Long  Island,  and  that  the  place  was 
called  Secoutagh.    Meanwhile,  the  ship  getting  nearer  the  shore,  we, 
from  time  to  time,  unloaded  and  saved  all  the  dry  articles.    Having 
met  and  experienced  this  misfortune,  I  sent  an  Indian  with  advice 
thereof,  to  General  Stuyvesant,  who  immediately  sent  us  a  small 
sloop  and  came,  himself,  on  the  second  day  after,  to  us  at  the  above 
mentioned  place,  which  lies  about  twenty  leagues  north  of  the  Man- 
hattes.    On  the  other,  or  land,  side  of  said  place,  a  small  opening  or 
inlet  to  a  river  has  been  discovered,  which  a  small  sloop  can  enter; 
but  most  of  the  goods  were  brought  over  land  to  the  other  side  to 
be  loaded  on  the  river.    Working,  with  great  labor  and  industry,  I 
have  discharged  most  all  of  the  goods,  as  far  as  it  was  possible,  and 
brought  them  to  the  above  named  place ;  but  before  they  could  all 
be  got  out  the  ship  stove  into  a  thousand  splinters  and  pieces.    But 
to  transport  the  wood-w^ork  from  the  above  named  place  hither,  is 
not  worth  the  freight  and  expense:  besides,  the  stone,  tiles,  lime, 
coals,  etc.,  are  lost  and  washed  away.    Tlie  other  remaining  goods 
are,  according  to  specification,  put  on  board  nine  ci-aft,  both  yachts 
and  schooners,  with  a  perfect  account  of  what  goods  are  shipped  in 
each,  be  conveyed  to  the  Manhattes,  where,  being  come,  I  have  been 
obliged,  and  have  resolved,  for  the  prosecution  of  the  voyage,  to  hire 
the  ship  the  Vergulde  Bevcr,  agreeably  to  the  charter  party  thereof, 
and  have  agreed  to  pay  three  thousand  guilders,  Holland  currency, 
for  the  freight;  whereby  the  expenses  here  will  be  somewhat  in- 
creased.   To  meet  this,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  make  use  of  some  of 


COLONIES  OX  THE  DELAWARE.  275 

the  cargoes,  as  these  command  a  higher  price  here,  sucli  as  duffels 
(a:.  3f  and  (a),  i  g\.  the  ell;  the  linen,  IH  to  30  stivers  the  ell,  and 
others  in  proportion.  But  on  the  other  hand,  the  freight  of  the 
ship  Prins  Maurits,  for  the  term  of  four  or  live  months,  with  the 
monthly  wages  and  victualing  of  the  seamen,  would  not  amount  to 
less.  I  am,  God  knows,  most  sorry  that  this  misfortune  should  just 
now  overtake  me  and  all  the  rest,  in  the  first  ship  proceeding  thither, 
and  superadd,  moreover,  such  labor  and  inconvenience  that,  I  fear, 
we  shall  yet  pay  dear  for  it.  In  the  meantime,  I  trust  and  will  not 
doubt  that  Almighty  God  will  bless  and  prosper  the  well  begun 
affair  of  the  Colonic,  which  appears  considerable. 

In  regard  to  the  season  of  dispatching  ships  for  the  winter,  'tis 
better  tliat  they  be  ready,  and,  if  possible,  sail  in  ihe  last  of  Septem- 
ber or  beginning  of  October,  so  as  to  be  here  in  December,  or  by 
the  middle  of  tliat  month,  when  it  is  still  fair,  mild  and  ordinarily 
good  weather,  as  good  preparations  can  then  be  timely  made  for 
wliatever  is  necessary  to  be  done  in  the  winter,  so  that  everything 
may  be  seasonably  ready  in  tlie  spring.  The  latter  ijart  of  the 
winter  has  been  severe,  and,  up  to  April,  the  weather  has  been  cold, 
rough  and  disagreeable.  The  most  of  that  time  is  now  lost,  but 
had  we  arrived  all  safely,  I  could  not,  at  the  south,  be  10  or  14  days 
more  forward,  as  the  ships,  the  Geldersche  Blom  and  the  Beer,  which 
arrived  some  10  days  after,  would  have  taken  all  the  month  of  A])ril 
ere  they  could  be  unloaded  and  the  goods  again  transhipped ;  but  by 
continual,  steady,  vigorous  and  unceasing  exertions,  we  have  now 
brought  things  so  far  tliat  the  sliip  the  Bever  is  now  fully  laden. 
Your  Honors  will  please,  in  future,  to  observe,  above  all  things, 
that  one  of  the  officers  of  the  ships  coming  hither,  whether  skipper 
or  pilot,  be  somewhat  conversant  with  this  coast,  or  hath  sailed 
hither;  many  such  are  now  to  be  found  and  easy  to  be  got.  It  will 
also  be  most  necessary,  if  not  already  done,  that  I  be  immediately 
provided  with  some  suitable  little  vessels,  to  wit:  one  or  two  prams, 
which  are  here  called,  also,  scows  or  champans,  a  good  row  boat, 
a  sloop  of  nine  or  ten  lasts  and  a  schooner.  The  boat  is  more  re- 
quired; without  it  much  cannot  be  accomplished  here. 

As  stone  and  tiles  are  most  necessary,  please  to  supply  again, 
hereafter,  at  pleasure,  materials  of  which  I  am  now  stripped  by  this 
misfortune;  also,  smiths'  coals,  grindstones,  which  have  remafned 
in  the  ship ;  as  I  expect  to  be  able  to  get  suitable  timber  here  as  well 
as  lime,  they  need  not  be  sent. 

I  understand  that  pork,  beet',  peas,  etc.,  are  to  be  had  cheaper 
here  than  they  can  be  sent  from  Holland,  to  wit:  beef  and  pork  at 
4  and  5  stivers  the  pound;  peas,  three  or  3i  guilders  the  skepel,  pay- 
able in  merchandize,  such  as  duffels,  linen,  etc.,  at  aforesaid  prices. 
And  such  cargoes  are  of  use  for  the  purchase  of  cattle  ;  therefore, 
please  remember  to  send  some  of  these  articles  continually ;  as  the 
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cargoes  are  estimated  in  the  purchase  of  beef  and  pork,  these  can- 
not cost  above  two  or  three  and  a  half  stivers  the  pound,  or  there- 
about, a  little  more  or  less,  according  to  circumstances,  so  that  many 
expenses,  with  some  freight  and  risk,  can  be  saved. 

Tlie  ship  Berer  is  now  ready  to  sail  with  us  to  the  South  River. 
God  grant  we  may  arrive  there  speedily  and  in  safety. 

It  will  be  necessary  that  a  proper  warehouse  be  got  ready  yonder, 
and  set  up,  and  being  again  taken  to  pieces,  be  sent,  with  its  appur- 
tenances, by  the  first  opportunity,  as.  here  without  materials,  good 
tools  and  carpenters,  none  of  those  sent  over  as  servants  being  able 
to  make  an}i;hing  good  or  suitable,  it  will  be  a  long  and  tedious  job. 
I  shall  require  also,  a  proper  young  man  who  is  somewhat  ready 
and  apt  at  the  pen,  to  serve  me  as  clerk  or  secretary,  and  to  Avrite 
down  and  enter  the  daily  occurring  events,  and,  morever,  to  copy 
what  may  be  found  necessary. 

In  like  manner,  should  more  ships  and  people  come  here,  it  will 
fall  somewhat  heavy  on  Commissary  Teynevelt,  as  he  is  already 
pretty  well  advanced  in  years,  and  about  sixty  years  of  age. 

Should  a  person  suited  for  the  office  of  Schout  offer  himself  please, 
make  no  delay  in  the  matter,  as,  when  more  people  come  here,  such 
an  officer  cannot  be  w-ell  dispensed  with  among  new  and  rough 
people. 

I  also  fully  hope,  and  have  placed  my  entire  reliance  on  a  clergy- 
man coming  over  in  the  first  ship,  so  that  all  our  work  may  begin 
in  the  fear  of  God,  and  obtain  the  blessing  of  the  Almighty;  that 
those  that  have  little  knowledge  or  light  may  not  become  back- 
sliders ;  and  those  who  are  still  weak  in  the  faith  may  be  further 
strengthened.  A  learned  and  aged  man  who  hath  good  gifts  and  is 
well  acquainted  and  conversant  with  chiirch  goverimient ,  would  be  of 
much  use  there.  This  should  not  be  deferred,  as  it  is  a  scandal  not 
to  have  either  Churcli  or  Minister  there,  whenever  any  of  the  neigh- 
boring people,  and  even  those  who  intend  to  settle,  come.  I.  there- 
fore, request  that  this  may  be  taken  into  the  greatest  consider- 
ation, with  an  effort  to  accomplish  it  most  speedily. 

I  learn  and  understand  here  nothing  but  what  is  good  of  the 
lands  on  the  South  river.  The  original  deeds  of  purchase  are  here 
and  Avere  offered  to  be  delivered  to  me.  but  for  greater  security  I 
have  determined  that  they  should  remain  here  in  the  Secretary's  office 
until  further  order,  taking  only  authentic  coi)ies  thereof,  which  are 
here  inclosed,  to  wit :  N""  1  is  one  i)rei)anitory  to  the  purchase  of  the 
land;  N"  2  is  the  deed  of  it.  I  also  send  a  deed  conveying  Fort 
Casimyr,  now^  New  Amstel.  and  all  the  lands  thereunto  belonging. 
Herewith  is  a  seco;;d,  or  othtT,  donation  deed  or  conveyance  of 
some  presented  lands  situate  on  the  east  bank,  as  well  as  of  a  portion 
of  land  on  the  west  side,  whereof  no  deed  has  as  yet  been  given  by 
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General  Stuj'vesant,  because  lie  hath  no  special  instruction  regard- 
ing it  from  the  Directors;  this  they  can  do  on  some  future  occasion. 

There  being  other  good  lands  which,  I  understand,  are  useful  to 
the  Colonie,  I  shall,  from  time  to  time,  write  over  about  tliem  and 
about  other  circumstances.  There  are  a  great  many  people  here 
who  request  permission  to  go  to  the  South  river  on  the  conditions 
granted  by  the  city.  I  told  them  they  could  communicate  their 
desire  to  me  in  a  written  application  when  I  should  arrive  at  that 
place,  and  I  should  then  make  every  effort  to  accommodate  them  as 
much  as  possible,  but  I  shall  bear  in  mind  to  include  therein  as 
many  conditions,  for  the  ease  of  my  principals,  as  can  be  beneficial 
and  proper. 

In  order  to  prevent  disturbances,  it  will  also  be  neccessary  that 
the  soldiers  be  placed  on  a  certain  allowance  for  rations,  payable  to 
them  in  kind  or  in  cash,  weekly  or  monthly.  I  have  noticed  that 
such  is  provisionally  tixed  at  sixty  guilders  a  year,  but  it  must  be 
expected  that  your  honors  will,  moreover,  be  pleased  to  direct  the 
time  when  it  shall  commence  and  be  observed.  In  my  opinion,  the 
sum  of  sixty  guilders  is  too  little,  and  I  think,  under  correction, 
that  it  might  be  raised  to  thirty  stivers  per  week,  which  would 
amount  to  seventy-eight  guilders.  But  your  honors  will  please  to 
dispose  hereof  as  you  will  think  proper;  and  I  shall  pray  God, 

Honorable,  Worshipful,  Wise  and  Prudent  Gentlemen  ! 
to  bless  your  administration  and  to  keep  your  persons  in  continual 
health  and  prosperity. 

Your  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

(Signed),  J.  ALEICHS. 


VICE-DIRECTOR  ALRICHS  TO  THE  BURGOMASTERS 
OF  AMSTERDAM. 


Fort  New  Amstel,  7'"  May,  A°  1657. 
liight  Worshipful^  Most  Wise  and  Prudent  Lords. 

My  Lords  :  As  you  have  been  pleased  to  employ,  and,  by  com- 
mission and  otherwise  to  command  me  to  repair  to  the  South  river, 
there  to  perform  my  bounden  duty  to  your  Colonie  to  that  eud  I 
embarked  on  the  21"  December,  of  last  year,  in  the  ship  Prins 
Maurits,  with  one  hundred  aud  thirteen  souls,  including  Colonists, 
free  mechanics,  soldiers  and  attendants,  together  with  sixteen, 
matrosses,  in  all  129  souls,  and  proceeded  with  them  on  the  proposed 
voyage,  and  after  some  storm  and  other  obstacles,  reached,  on  the 
8"^  of  March,  the  vicinity  of  the  Manhattes,  and  was  in  daily  ex- 
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pectation  of  arriving  there.  But  the  Lord  God  did  not  vouchsafe 
this,  for,  througli  ignorance  of  tlie  skipper  and  pilot  wlio  were  never 
on  this  coast,  and  of  other  officers  of  the  ship,  having  neared  the 
shore  in  the  evening,  slie  immediately  grounded,  and  so  slioved, 
whicli  continued  afterwards  harder  and  harder,  that  we  were  not  for 
a  moment,  sure  of  our  lives,  and  seeing  no  esca])e  in  the  morning,  we 
unanimously  resolved  to  save  ourselves  on  a  broken  coast,  which  we, 
some  days  later  nnderstood  to  be  Long  Island,  and  then  brought  the 
ship  as  close  to  the  beacli  as  was  possil)le,  saved,  with  the  great  labor, 
most  of  the  goods.  These  we  brought  over  the  broken  coast  to  a  little 
river  and,  whilst  there,  sent  for  nine  several  sloops,  in  order  to 
transport  in  them  whatever  was  saved,  to  be  put  on  board  another 
vessel.  An  agreement  was  made  to  this  effect,  as  by  the  Charter 
party,  with  the  skipper  of  the  Bever,  when  at  the  Manhattes  or 
New  Amsterdam.  I  have  about  50  persons  more,  who  arrived  with 
other  ships,  and  in  order  to  go  to  the  Colonie,  have  also  taken  up 
Avith  the  ship  Beccr,  which,  having  comi^leted  her  cargo,  set  sail, 
on  the  16"^  of  Ai)ril,  from  the  harbor  of  New  Amsterdam,  and 
arrived  in  tlie  Colonie  and  at  Fort  New  Amstel  on  the  2P'  ditto, 
where  I  have  been  put  in  possession  agreeably  to  the  deed  of  con- 
veyance executed  for  me  by  the  Director-General  in  Fort  New  Am- 
sterdam. Authenticated  and  other  copies  of  this  deed  were  sent 
by  the  sliips  Bever  and  Gelderse  Bhmi  to  the  Directors  at  Amster- 
dam. 

Tlie  situation  and  quality  of  the  lands  on  tlie  South  river  are  good 
and  highly  considered,  the  rather,  as  I  perceive,  that  divers  other 
families,  from  various  places,  evince  an  inclination,  and  request  per- 
mission to  remove  or  to  settle  on  the  above  named  river  on  the 
granted  conditions.  When  I  was  at  the  Manliattes  I  promised  to 
accommodate  as  many  as  was  possible  of  them,  after  I  had  reached 
the  South  river,  and  if  they  then  would  communicate  their  request 
again  and  in  writing,  I  shall  remember  to  add  such  suitable  conditions 
tnereto,  nay,  as  much  as  possible  shall  be  then  done  as  will  save 
your  Honors  from  any  disbursemeiits  for  such  as  come  hither. 

Further,  I  have  granted  to  the  Colonists  and  free  mechanics  here, 
on  their  request,  24  or  25  lots  for  house  and  garden,  each  lot  about 
30  feet  front  and  180  feet  deep ;  the  Colonists  and  some  freemen  are 
zealously  at  work ;  the  aforesaid  places  are  mostly  all  fenced,  and 
prepared  for  gardens,  even  whilst  busy  planting,  for  which  it  is  now 
the  season.  As  soon  as  the  gardens  are  finished,  and  the  people  are 
somewhat  under  cover,  they  will  look  at  the  lands,  a  portion  of  which 
will  be  granted  and  conveyed  to  each,  then,  by  lot.  Here  is  still  a 
good  deal  of  fine  land  lying  waste  for  want  of  people,  who,  with 
whatever  appertains  thereto,  will,  I  hope,  be  sent  out  by  the  first  op- 
portunity. As  I  find  now,  at  first,  a  great  deal  of  one  sort  and 
another  to  do,  I  have  not,  as  yet,  had  time  to  inform  myself  of  divers 
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circumstances.  Not  one  carpenter  has  been  sent  out  in  service  with 
us.  I  could  not  save  any  stone  or  lime  or  smith's  coals,  because  tlie 
ship,  after  she  was  almost  discharged,  went  into  a  thousand  splinters 
and  pieces.  And,  as  there  was  scarcely  any  storehouse,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  fix  something  tent  fashion,  to  preserve  the  goods  which, 
in  such  a  manner  or  with  such  covering,  are  not  sufficiently  pro- 
tected from  rain,  rotting,  &c.  Therefore,  necessaries  are  required 
to  be  sent  hither  for  a  large  storehouse;  also  suitable  boats  and  a 
Minister,  all  which  are  of  the  greatest  necessity.  As  there  was  no 
powder-house  here,  I  have  had  a  cellar  constructed  under  the  walls, 
so  that  the  powder  may  be  preserved  in  a  sure  place  which  is  beyond 
danger.  Meanwhile,  the  ship  Bever  has  been  discharged  within  her 
ten  allowed  days.  The  soldiers,  with  the  Captain  and  Lieutenant, 
marched  overland  because  there  was  no  room  in  the  Bever,  above- 
mentioned,  to  allovvof  their  coming  by  water.  Theshii)  experiencing 
contrary  wind,  the  soldiers,  on  that  account,  started  somewhat  later 
from  the  Manhattes,  and  therefore  arrived  at  the  fort  six  days  after 
me. 

The  fort  is  nearly  falling,  especially  in  front  of  the  beach  ;  this 
will  have  to  be  repaired,  which  will  be  done  in  its  own  time. 

Little  is  thought  Jiere  of  the  inhabitants  or  natives  and  other 
neighbors,  and  we  shall  be  sufficiently  cautious  towards  them,  not 
to  give  them  the  least  occasion  to  be  dissatisfied,  but  use  every  exer- 
tion to  treat  them  with  all  friendship  and  kindness,  in  order  to 
maintain,  as  occasion  shall  require,  all  good  alliance. 

Moreover,  I  shall,  as  in  duty  bound,  so  acquit  myself  in  my  station 
that  you  shall  be  satisfied  and  content.  Herewith,  abbreviating,  I 
shall,  on  the  earliest  occasion,  furnish  fuller  information  of  what 
relates  to  this  Colonic,  according  to  further  experience.  I  shall  also 
transmit  a  little  maj)  of  this  District,  especially  of  its  extent,  with 
the  condition  and  extent  of  the  buildings  in  this  fort ;  likewise  a 
perfect  little  sketch  of  this  fortification.  To  this  purpose,  I  must 
receive  the  assistance  of  a  land  surveyor.  With  my  dutiful  respects, 
I  pray  Almighty  God,  Honorable,  Right  Worshipful,  Most  Wise 
and  Very  Prudent  Gentlemen,  to  bless  your  government  and  to 
grant  you,  personally,  continual  health  and  prosperity. 
Right  Worshipful, 

Your  most  obliged  and 
Faithful  servant, 
(In  haste.)  (Signed),  J.  ALRICHS. 
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VICE-DIRECTOR  ALRICHS  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF 
THE  COLOXIE  ON  THE  DELAWARE. 


Fort  New  Amstel,  on  the  South  River,  8'"  May,  1657. 
Honorable,  Worshipful,  Wise  and  Right  Prudent  Gentlemen: 

My  last  was  on  the  12"'  of  April,  since  which,  the  ship  Bevcr  being 
loaded,  I  embarked  in  her  on  the  16"^  April,  and  proceeded  from 
the  road-stead  in  front  of  the  Manhattes  to  Fort  Casimir  in  the 
South  river  where  he  arrived  on  the  25"'  ditto,  God  be  praised,  with 
about  125  souls,  followed  on  the  1''  May  by  38  soldiers,  with  whom 
were  some  freemen,  who  traveled  over  land  with  the  Captain  and 
Lieutenant.  On  the  day  of  my  arrival  I  took  possession  of  tlie  fort, 
the  keys  of  which  were  delivered  me  by  the  Vice-Director  Jaquet, 
and  the  place  vacated,  agreeably  to  the  deed  conveyed  to  me  at  the 
Manhattes  by  the  Hon''"'  Mr.  Stuyvesant,  Director-General  of  New 
Netherland,  etc.,  whereof  I  have  transmitted  an  authentic  copy. 
But  the  fortifications  and  all  the  buildings  are  in  a  very  ruinous 
condition,  whereby  from  the  want  of  a  store-house,  etc.,  I  now  find 
myself  considerably  embarrassed.  In  order  to  unload  the  goods,  I 
moreover,  put  up  a  tent,  but  in  consequence  of  unsettled  and  rainj' 
weather,  have  been  obliged  to  arrange  matters  liere  as  well  as  I  can, 
not  as  I  would.  The  house  is  covered  with  oaK  shingles  whicli  are 
so  shrunk,  drawn  up,  and  in  part  rotten,  that  scarcely  a  dry  spot 
can  be  found  when  it  rains.  And  as  there  was  no  place  for  the  ]iovv- 
der,  and  only  from  eight  to  ten  kegs  in  the  house,  I  have  thought  it 
best  to  have  a  powder-house  constructed  under  the  southeast  bastion 
of  the  fort  for  the  greater  security  of  about  36  or  40  kegs.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  I  unloaded  and  dispatched  the  ship  Bever  in  the  quickest 
time. 

To  each  of  the  Colonists  and  free  tradesmen  I  showed  and  con- 
veyed in  fee  a  lot  30  feet  in  breadth  and  about  1 80  in  depth ,  which  was 
soon  fenced  or  encircled  with  palisades.  The  greatest  portion  of 
them  are  i)repared  for  gardens,  which,  for  the  most  part,  are  already 
planted,  and  am  now  busy  providing  each  with  some  sort  of  lodging 
in  order  to  get  under  cover.  So  quick  as  that  is  done,  I  shall  look 
out  for  land,  so  as  to  distribute  a  portion  to  each  by  lot.  And  as  I 
have  been  wholly  deprived  of  materials  such  as  stone,  tiles  and  lime 
for  the  mason;  itr»(,  wood-work  and  carpenters;  coals  and  other 
necessaries  for  the  smith,  I  most  humbly  request  your  Honors  to  be 
pleased  to  take  some  trouble  to  send  out  a  storehouse  or  necessary 
materials  for  such  ;  should  the  freight  be  too  high,  I  shall  endeavor 
to  get  boards,  but  tliese  will  not  be  what  such  work  demands  ;  tliey 
will  be  badly  sawed,  and  not  easily  had. 

Of  the  effects  and  property  belonging  to  the  Company,  1  have  taken 
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the  shot  aiularaunition,  furniture  (trey nsgoederen),  with  some  neces- 
sary cattle  whieli  I  cannot  do  without,  for  liauling  palisades  and 
other  timber  absolutely  required  for  the  repairs  of  the  fort ;  tliis  and 
the  gun  carriages  and  platforms  are  in  a  most  ruinous  condition,  and 
the  building  greatly  out  of  order  ;  these  and  much  other  work  are 
in  great  need  of  improvement  and  repair.  The  property  made  over 
is  specified  according  to  inventory  as  to  be  seen  annexed. 

The  land  here  is  good  and  fertile,  and  better  and  liner  in  the 
vicinity.  If  one,  two  or  more  hundred  men  additional  are  sent 
here,  be  pleased  to  consider  whether  it  would  not  be  wise,  first  of 
all,  to  secure  all  the  lands  at  present  lying  within  the  Company's 
jurisdiction,  or  claimed  and  heretofore  occupied,  or  to  be  occupied 
by  it,  on  both  sides  of  the  South  river,  so  as  to  prevent  many  claims 
or  questions  which  may  be  set  up  thereto  by  private  persons  in  con- 
sequence of  some  right  ownership  through  individual  purchase,  gift 
or  other  privilege. 

Regarding  the  people  who  are  sent  hither  by  your  Honors'  per- 
mission, 1  think  it  would  be  wise  that  the  most  or  greater  portion 
of  those  forwarded  should  be  males,  inasmuch  as  strong  and  work- 
ing people  are,  in  the  first  instance,  the  most  serviceable  in  these 
parts,  and  can  do  more  than  those  who  are  weakly. 

And  as  some  freemen,  who  do  not  apply  themselves  to  farming, 
and  the  soldiers,  most  of  Avhom,  in  addition  to  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, have  brought  over  servant  girls  for  their  housework,  are  im- 
portunate, yea,  would  draw  right  plentifully  fi'om  the  store;  whilst 
from  many  of  them,  in  my  opinion,  but  little  is  to  be  expected  in 
return;  and  whenever  proper  reasons  are  objected  to  such  a  course, 
they  become  very  touchy  and  make  a  great  uproar,  and  unreasona- 
bly say,  that  they  have  been  brought  hither  and  cannot  get  what 
they  require  and  therefore  suffer  from  want,  &c.;  and  the  soldiers, 
in  like  manner,  are  mostly  dissatisfied,  although  good  rations  have 
hitherto,  been  issued  to  them  and  their  wives,  and  will  insist  on 
them  for  their  servant  maids  and  children,  have  the  goodness,  there- 
fore, not  to  postpone  stating  how  many  rations,  or  for  what  amount 
of  money  they  are  entitled  to  draw,  annually,  from  the  store,  or 
when  their  fixed  or  apportioned  board  money  shall  annually  com- 
mence here.  This,  by  no  means,  ought  to  be  in  force  any  longer 
than  the  end  of  the  year  from  the  date  of  their  sailing.  This,  also, 
ought  be  the  case  with  all  Colonists  and  tradesmen,  if  your  Honors 
have  no  objection,  but  the  Colonists  ought  to  be  allowed  12  months 
after  their  arrival. 

In  regard  to  the  Bay  of  this  river,  which  is  about  five  leagues 
wide  and  nine  long,  as  strange  skippers  or  pilots,  who  are  ignorant 
of,  or  unacquainted  with  it,  will  find  this  somewhat  serious  inas- 
much as  there  are  many  sand-banks,  shoals,  and  fiats  which  extend 
to  a  considerable  distance,  I  have  conferred  with  some  seafaring 
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])eoi)le  on  tlie  subject,  in  order  to  ascertain  In-  what  means  those 
obstructions  could  be  remedied,  or  managed  so  as  to  insure  the 
greatest  safety  or  least  danger.  It  was  agreed  that  it  would  be  of 
use  to  lay  tive  or  six  buoys  there :  to  sound  the  shoals  in  the  most 
exact  manner,  and  then  to  write  a  description  thereof  for  general 
information.  Your  honors  will  please  to  consider  of  this  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  found  proper.  There  is  a  very  good  land  at  the 
mouth  of  tlie  Bay,  where  some  people  might  be  settled,  to  the  num- 
ber of  one  hundred,  or  at  least  eighty,  men.  If  many  persons  were 
sent  here  in  a  short  time,  then  a  slooj)  might  also  sail  hither  and 
thitlier.  to  drive  some  trade,  and,  meanwhile,  to  look  out  at  sea  for 
arriving  vessels  and  tlien  to  pilot  or  bring  them  in. 

I  find,  likewise,  that  the  greater  tlie  immigrxation  hither,  the 
greater  is  the  importation  of  all  sorts  of  merchandize,  esi>ecially  of 
strong  liquors,  such  as  brandies  and  distilled  w^aters,  as  there  is  no 
impost  thereu})on  when  retailed  by  tapsters,  tavern-keepers  or  others. 
The  consequence  is,  that  many,  for  the  sake  of  the  profit,  seek  to 
sell  them,  and  do  sell  them  to  the  Indians,  wlio,  by  drunkenness, 
become  very  rude,  and  quarrelsome  and  disorderly.  Should  your 
Honors  make  any  objection  to  putting  some  impost  on  this  trade 
for  the  removal  of  svich  evils.  I  shall,  nevertheless,  meanwhile, 
think  of  and  try  to  introduce  other  means,  according  to  circum- 
stances, for  the  prevention  thereof. 

As  many  persons  repair  hither  for  purposes  of  agriculture,  and 
also  for  building  huts  or  houses,  some  carpenters'  tools  are  required, 
of  which  each  family  hath  great  need,  sucli  as  hand-saws,  adzes, 
axes,  augers,  etc.,  nails,  to  wit,  double  and  single  medium,  two- 
inch  nails,  wainscot  nails,  the  latter  most,  and  three  times  as  many 
as  of  the  others,  for  clapboards,  whicli  are  used  here  instead  of  tiles 
for  covering  roofs ;  iron  and  copper  pots  and  kettles,  also,  are  in  much 
demand  here.  The  agricultural  implements  ought,  by  all  means, 
bed  of  the  strongest  and  best  kind,  not  liable  to  break  or  to  become 
loose  by  use,  namely,  hoes,  axes,  spades,  shovels,  etc.  Ilem.  We 
have  great  need  of  10  or  1,200  lbs.  of  sheet  lead,  2  or  3  grindstones, 
and  also  a  bundle  of  steel,  togetlier  with  all  sorts  of  measures,  skepels 
and  small  measures,  quarter  casks,  and  some  of  less  dimensions, 
which  Corss  Jans 3,  says  were  not  i)ut  on  board;  quart  measures, 
etc..  and  small  weights,  few  of  which  were  brought  here  and  are 
difficult  to  be  had. 

Please,  also,  not  to  forget  sending  some  reams  of  paper. 

Also,  when  sending,  do  not,  by  any  means,  forget,  if  convenient, 
or  when  forwarding  cargoes,  to  let  us  have  Pork  somewhat  plenti- 
fully, in  order  to  be  able  to  buy  up  here,  on  tlie  best  terms,  in  season, 
or  at  the  fitting  time,  all  sorts  of  necessary  i)rovisions,  which  can  be 
]nu-chased  here  cheap,  as  already  stated ;  and  as  Salt  in  this  place  is 
worth  about  3  («  .  3+  guilders,  of  this  currency,  the  skepel,  and  some- 
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times  a  little  more,  which,  beinj;  paid  for  in  goods.  I  estimate  would 
stand  in  about  half  in  Holland  currency,  I  should  like  much  to 
have  a  supply  of  it  especially  for  curing  beef,  pork,  &c.,  which  I 
shall  attempt  by  the  next  opportunity  if  you  have  no  objections; 
unless  it  be  previously  found  requisite,  inasmuch  as  it  is  profitable 
and  most  useful,  to  purchase  one  or  two  hundred  deer  or  the  veni- 
son thereof  on  commission.  These,  as  I  am  informed,  are  to  be 
had,  at  most,  for  three  guilders  and  less,  because  tliey  are  shot  by 
thousands  here  every  year.  Tlie  carcass  of  each  deer  might  weigli, 
one  with  another,  in  meat,  at  least  <5(i  and  70.  8U  and  9U,  and  some- 
times even  100  lbs.,  which,  again,  is  to  be  i)aid  for  in  goods;  that 
amounts  to  only  half  in  Holland  currency,  as  I  shall  be  able,  with 
full  certainty,  to  advise  you  by  the  next  opportunity,  alter  further 
experience  and  final  purchase. 

Tlie  two  seins  which  were  sent  in  tlie  Prins  Mmirits  are  almost 
spoiled  and  in  ])art  rotten,  as  the  shi])  made  consideral)le  water 
when  it  was  stranded,  and  previous  to  its  being  discharged,  where- 
by the  nets  got  wet;  therefore,  please  furnish  us  with  others,  by  the 
first  opi)ortunity,  as  they  are  very  necessary  and  useful  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  the  rations  and  provisions  go  further. 

Herewith  ending,  I  shall  pray  God,  Honorable.  Worshipful,  Wise 
and  Right  Prudent  Gentlemen,  to  bless  your  administration,  and 
to  preserve  yourselves  in  lasting  prosperity  and  health. 
Your  Honors  obliged  and 
Eaithful  servant, 

(.Signed)  J.  ALRICHS. 


BOND  FOR  NIXE   THOUSAXD  GUILDERS    BORROWED 
FOR  THE  COLOXIE  OX  THE  DELAWARE. 


We,  tlie  undersigned  Commissioners  and  Directors,  appointed 
and  commissioned  by  the  Riglit  Worshipful,  the  Burgomasters 
and  Regents  of  tliis  city  of  Amsterdam  to  superintend  its  Colonie 
established  and  planted  on  the  South  river  in  Xew  Xetherland, 
herel)y  acknowledge  to  haVe  fully  received,  and  to  be  indebted  to 
Margareta,  daughter  of  Gysbert  Comeiissen  Fuyck,  in  the  sum  of 
Xine  thousand  gl.  in  heavy  silver  money,  which  aforesaid  sum  of 
Xine  thousand  gl.  at  the  interest  thereof  at  three  and  a  half  per 
cent,  per  annum,  we  promise  to  repay  precisely  12  m.  after  date 
hereof  the  above  named  Margareta.  daughter  of  Ghysbert  Cornells- 
sen  Fuyck.  or  the  bearer  hereof,  in  heavy  silver  money  (tlie  patacoon 
at  50  stiv.  and  the  ducatoon  at  03  stivers),  and  that  under  pledge  of 
this  city's  means  and  revenue,  being  specially  autliorized  tliereunto 
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by  resolution  of  the  9'"  March  past,  adopted  by  tlie  Right  Worshi])- 
ful  Burgomasters  and  Common  Council  of  this  city,  without  the 
above  named  Commissioners  and  Directors  being  hereafter  in  any 
wise  holden  or  responsible  therefor,  eitlier  in  their  persons  or  pro- 
perty. In  testimony  of  the  truth  wiiereof ,  the  above  named  Com- 
missioners and  Directors  have  signed  tliis.  the  8"^  of  May.  XVI 
hundred  and  fifty-seven,  in  Amsterdam. 

(Signed),  HECTOR  PIETERSEN  and 

JAX  TAYSPEL. 


YICE-DIRECTOR    ALRICHS    TO    THE    COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  COLOXIE  OX  THE  DELAWARE. 


Honorable,  Worshipful,  Wise,  Bight  Prudent  Qentlemen : 

My  last  to  yom*  Honors  was  dated  the  8"*  instant,  whereunto  I  re- 
fer; nevertheless,  I  am  under  the  necessity  to  repeat  here,  and 
again  herein  respectfully  to  request  you  to  be  pleased,  slioidd  you 
not  have  already  sent  out  tlie  materials  necessary  for  a  suitable 
warehouse,  as  well  two  carpenters  at  least,  who,  without  whom  we 
cannot  get  along,  and  the  requisite  boat  and  clergyman,  no  longer 
to  postpone  forwarding  them,  for,  in  conseiiuence  of  the  heavy  rain 
that  frequently  falls  here  in  great  quantities,  which  will  leak 
through  any  old  sails,  there  is  imminent  danger  that  whatever  is 
dry  or  susceptible  of  damage,  will  be  spoiled. 

As  an  apology  for,  or  in  place  of  a  storehouse,  we  have  only  a  sort 
of  hut  made  of  props  and  boards,  and  covered  with  old  sails,  whicli 
I,  through  great  necessity,  was  obliged  to  take  from  the  late  skipper 
of  the  Prins  Maurits,  on  condition  of  paying  for  them,  and  lie 
would  give  short  credit.  I  have  therefore  secured  this,  as  I  must 
close  at  once  with  him ;  'tis  a  large  topmastsail,  a  pretty  fair  piece, 
and  a  mainsail,  tolerably  tight.  I  had  them  valued  by  Paulus 
Leenders,  Burgomaster,  in  New  Amsterdam,  and  Claes  Willemsz, 
skipper  of  Beer,  who  estimated  them  at  19  and  11  stivers  the  ell, 
amounting  together  to  three  hundred  and  forty-six  guilders  of  this 
currency,  which  is  30  or  more  per  cent,  lighter  than  Holland  cur- 
rency. In  exchange  for  this  is  delivered  to  him  wherewith  to  sui)- 
port  his  people  from  the  V-  to  the  15""  of  April,  since  the  loss  of  the 
ship  and  since  the  goods  were  put  again  on  board  a  small  sloop  and 
sent  to  the  Manhattes ;  this  was  for  15  men,  estimated  at  least  at  7 
stivers  per  day,  and  after  that,  again  at  the  Manhattes,  was  de- 
livered out  of  the  ship  Bever  what  is  specified  in  the  annexed  ac- 
coimt,  the  amount  whereof  is  by  guess  at  my  valuation  ;  it  can  be 
again  valued  there,  inasmuch  as  the  price  or  what  the  provisions 
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cost,  is  not  mentioned  in  tlie  invoice ;  they  can  then  be  offset  against 
one  another. 

Again,  the  skipper,  in  consequence  of  the  misfortune  tliat  has 
overtaken  us,  is  inclined  to  refuse  justifying  the  bills  of  lading.  In 
reasonable  fairness  and  under  the  circtmistances,  all  is  or  should  be 
considered,  since,  in  sucli  misfortune  or  mishap,  much  went  entirely 
to  loss.  There  occurred  not  only  much  leakage  in  the  liquors,  but 
on  shore  much  was  stolen  in  tlie  discharging,  <tc. :  and  how  was  it 
kept  or  in'eserved  during  the  night  ?  The  sentinels  crawled  under, 
drew  out  in  tubs  what  was  found  sufficient.  Some  of  the  dry 
goods, entirely  scattered  about,  were  wet  and  injured  by  the  quantity 
of  water  in  the  ship,  and  the  skipper  could  not  resolve  on  cutting  a 
hole  in  the  vessel  to  let  the  water  run  out ;  and.  moreover,  one  thing 
or  the  other  was  wliolly  carried  away  and  lost ;  amongst  the  rest,  a 
barrel  of  hams,  smoked  beef  and  tongues,  a  box  with  side  arms 
(sedarmen)  and  a  flag.  I  would  have  willingly  bought  his  flag  and 
have  offered  to  pay  him  for  it,  but  he  will  not  give  up  nor  surrender 
it ;  some  tubs  of  bullets,  whole  pikes,  two  newly  made  tackles,  some 
Spanish  wine  and  oil,  also,  other  goods  such  as  fans,  muds,  sieves, 
skepels  and  other  small  measures,  have  been  thrown  overboard  and 
drifted  away,  few  of  wliich  were  recovered,  and  only  about  some 
dozen  muds;  some  of  these,  again,  broken"  or  stove  into  pieces  by 
being  throw^n  overboard,  were  swept  away.  I  have  tlierefore  re- 
solved, by  advice,  to  liave  liis  goods  seized,  which  have  been  saved 
and  brought  to  the  Manhattes,  in  order  to  bring  him  to  reason,  be- 
cause, also,  he  has  not  consented  to  give  me  receipts  for  the  provi- 
sions he  applied  for  there,  and  which  were  delivered  from  the  ship, 
de  Beer;  but  I  have  let  it  be  known  that  he  may  take  his  goods  on 
giving  security,  and  dispose  of  them  to  liis  benefit,  according  to  his 
pleasure.  The  matter  can  be  better  disposed  of  in  this  country, 
where  all  the  circumstances  of  the  loss  and  misfortune  are  best 
known  and  understood,  tlian  elsewhere,  and  'twas  done  principally 
with  this  view ;  whether  the  proprietors  decide  on  setting  up  any 
claim  against  the  above  named  skipper,  or  be  willing  to  acquiesce, 
I  expect  their  pleasure  by  receipt. 

In  regard  to  the  rations,  these  are  issued  according  to  the  annexed 
table  determined  on  here,  except  that  fish  is  also  used,  in  order  to 
make  the  provisions  go  fartlier.  .The  rations  cannot  well  be  issued 
otherwise  than  equally  among  the  Colonists,  free  liandicrafts  men 
and  soldiers,  in  order  to  prevent  disputes  and  dissatisfaction,  which 
are  of  no  use  here.  It  is  also  to  be  considered  that  there  are  many 
who  have  heavy  families,  for  all  sergeants  and  corporals  have 
brought  over  maid  sei-vants  with  them ;  provisions  must,  of  neces- 
sity, be  issued  both  for  their  wives  and  themselves,  and  for  their 
maids  and  children.  At  the  lowest  calculation,  a  soldier  who  earns 
twelve  guilders  a  month  receives  in  weekly  rations  for  himself  one, 
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his  wife  one.  and  tlie  maid  and  child,  both  one  ;  in  all,  three  rations  ; 
and  in  four  weeks  twelve,  which,  in  a  year  of  52  weeks,  each  ration 
at  least  at  30  stivers,  amounts,  for  such  married  people,  to  234 
guilders  yearly,  exclusive  of  daily  necessaries,  sucli  as  stockings, 
shoes,  shirts,  clothing,  etc. ;  this  will  still  run  on  and  ought  to  be 
continued  until  further  orders,  so  as  to  avoid  at  the  outset  much 
umbrage,  and  1  expect  the  diminution  or  augmentation  in  value 
thereof,  and  at  what  price  each  species  shall  be  charged ;  also,  es- 
l)ecially  the  first  cost  of  all  the  goods,  how  and  at  what  in-ices  shall 
these  be  charged  to  the  people.  When  tlie  cost  of  all  the  goods  is 
specified  or  marked,  about  50  per  cent,  should,  in  my  opinion,  be 
added  for  advances,  risk,  waste,  freight,  labor  and  otlier  exjienses  of 
packing,  etc.  But  the  provisions  can  hardly  bear  this,  and  ought 
to  be  put  down  lower,  with  the  full  understanding  that  all  be  done 
under  limitation  and  order  as  your  Honors  have  already  made,  or 
shall,  as  a  general  basis  or  measure,  still  further  decide  on. 

Since  my  preceding  letters  I  have  made  some  enquiry,  and  taken 
some  information  respecting  tlie  country  and  its  advantages,  also 
regarding  the  situation  of  this  fort,  and  the  circumjacent  lands.  I 
have,  accordingly,  comprised  in  a  little  map  the  location  of  Port 
New  Amstel  and  the  adjohiing  territory  belonging  thereunto  :  also 
of  Port  Christina,  now  called  Altona  ;  and  in  like  manner,  shown, 
generally,  how  near  it  is  to  Virginia  or  the  English  river,  which 
can  be  reached  in  two  days,  or  even  less.  On  this  road  or  way,  'tis 
also  said,  is  a  good  and  rich  iron  mine,  and  if  so,  I  shall,  at  the 
earliest  moment,  have  a  sample  brought  in.  'Tis  situate  or  con- 
tained in  a  certain  mountain,  near  which  is  a  cataract  or  waterfall, 
on  a  river  that  runs  past  and  close  by  the  place,  and  is  adapted  to 
the  turning  of  mills.  This  river  likewise,  affords  facilities  for 
bringing  away  sucli  substance  in  a  boat,  as  can  be  further  seen  in 
the  rough  sketch  of  the  above  mentioned  ipap  annexed  hereunto. 

I  have,  also,  drawn  u])  a  plan  of  a  city,  as  is  to  be  seen  in  the  ac- 
companying sketch;  the  circumstances  and  situation  of  the  spot  are 
not  very  much  unsuited  or  ill-adapted  for  such  fortification,  inas- 
much as  the  place  where  the  ditches  of  the  city  are  to  run,  and  the 
two  harbors  are,  but  particularly  one,  in  some  sense,  and  apparently 
suited  thereto  by  nature,  save  that  in  a  matter  of  such  importance 
there  are  still  many  considerations,  and  nothing  will  possibly  be 
effected  without  inconveniences  arising  against  it.  I  am  convinced 
that  the  first  harbor,  by  clearing  it.  could  be  so  made  that  a  large 
ship  could  sail  into  and  be  discharged  and  loaded  in  it :  by  this  ac- 
commodation the  ships  would  be  protected  against,  and  pre])ared  for, 
the  drifting  of  ice.  which  sometimes  here,  of  a  winter's  day,  tlows 
in  such  masses  that  no  ship,  lying  in  the  river  could,  without  dan- 
ger, withstand  it;  add  to  this,  that  they  could  then  be  loaded  and 
unloaded  with  greater  convenience.    I  shall  willingly  await  other 
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considerations  and  opinions  thereupon,  should  the  matter  come,  in 
any  wise,  under  deliberation. 

No  one  here  is  very  conversant  with  engineering  on  whose  survey 
and  judgment  reliance  could,  or  dare,  be  placed  in  a  matter  of  such 
great  importance.  I  was  obliged  to  have  laid  out,  as  best  I  could, 
the  house  lots  and  gardens  by  a  man  wlio  possesses  some  triflhig 
knowledge  of  land  surveying.  The  people  were  anxious  and  crav- 
ing to  be  under  a  roof,  in  order  to  do  sometliing  for  their  own  sup- 
port, wliicli  unusually  is  willing  labor,  for  had  they  gone  immedi- 
ately inland,  they  would  have  to  go  and  settle  more  a])art  or  sepa- 
rated, at  their  own  risk  and  to  the  general  insecurity,  and  could 
never  be  brought  to  dwell  witliin  ( the  town )  near  each  other.  And 
I  think  it  ought  to  be  the  rule,  not  to  give  land  to  any  person  unless 
he  reside  here  himself,  or  is  domiciled,  and  have  kept  or  was  keeping 
a  man  and  arms,  inasmuch  as  'tis  of  primary  necessity  to  establish 
a  capital,  where  a  goodly  number  of  inhabitants  live  together  and 
in  good  order. 

The  condition  of  the  land  on  the  other  side  of  this  river  is  like- 
wise good  and  fertile ;  nor  is  it  bad  policy  to  begin  a  hamlet  or  vil- 
lage there,  were  it  right  opposite  tliis  place  or  nearly  so,  in  order  to 
completely  defend  this  river  thereby,  which  these  lands  and  places 
deserve ;  neither  can  it  do  any  harm  at  first  to  keep  a  stiict  watch 
here  and  tliere,  so  as  to  ascertain  somewhat  the  intentions  or  actions 
of  the  Swedes.  There  are  many  here  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  circumstances  of  this  place,  and  they  are  trying  to  keep  the 
claim  of  the  Crown  alive;  that  is  not  of  much  moment,  but  neither 
ought  it  to  be  taken  too  little  into  account. 

I  have  also  made  one  drawing  of  Fort  NeAv  Amstel,  but  it  is 
somewhat  handsomely  sketched ;  the  walls  are  not  nearly  half  so 
good  as  they  appear  on  paper,  and  it  threatens  to  fall  down  where 
there  is  much  su])erstructure  before  it  can  be  rebuilt  or  repaired. 
It  is,  moreover,  small,  so  that  it  would  afford  but  poor  accommoda- 
tion for  the  Captain  and  Lieutenant,  which,  however,  it  has  not  yet 
done,  for  want  of  materials  and  carpenters.  Each,  in  ])articuiar, 
has  already  a  somewhat  large  family  and  movables.  Wherefore, 
when  at  the  Manhattes,  each  of  them,  knowing  the  condition  and 
smallness  of  the  fort,  did  hire  a  proper  house  which  tliey  occupy 
and  need.  For  these  reasons  none  can  or  will,  as  yet,  watch  in  the 
fort. 

The  storehouse  in  the  fort  is  much  too  small;  and  when  a  more 
suitable  one  is  built  it  will  only  make  the  space  narrower  or  more 
limited,  but  the  preservation  of  the  goods  is  most  important.  The 
people  must  be  secured  thereby,  and  also  by  their  own  good  care  and 
attention.  I  have,  therefore,  made  a  sketch  of  the  fort  and  also  of 
its  proximate  dimensions,  so  as  to  ascertain  them  and  to  order  every- 
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thing  proi)ortionally  ;  if  it  come  to  this,  I  sliall  duly  consider  what 
course  to  take  for  the  disposition  and  arrangement  thereof. 

The  Colonists,  free  mechanics,  civil  servants,  with  the  freemen 
who  were  here  before  our  arrival,  and  some  few  who  have  come  and 
settled  here  since,  may  amount,  altogether,  to  about  sixty  men 
capable  of  bearing  arms.  They  shall  and  will  be  placed  under 
burgher  officers  to  keep  watch  and  ward,  agreeably  to  the  conditions 
which  are  thereunto  enacted;  this  is  of  use  for  the  security  and 
strength  of  this  (>olonie. 

The  gun-carriages,  and  whatever  belongs  to  them,  are  bad  and 
mostly  all  unserviceable ;  if  new  ones  be  made,  the  sun  and  heat 
will  immediately  dry  them  up,  and  cause  them  to  split  and  warp 
{versjmken),  unless  tarred,  they  will  be,  in  a  short  time,  rendered 
wholly  useless.  Therefore,  a  stock  of  five  or  six  tons  of  tar  ought 
to  be  sent  hither. 

In  like  manner,  for  private  houses  on  '25  new  lots,  on  each  of  which 
a  small  building  has  been,  or  will  hereafter  be,  erected.  Though 
country  fasliion  and  make,  they  require  a  quantity  of  nails,  espe- 
cially double  and  single  ones,  a  good  many  spikes,  and  not  a  few 
wainscot  nails,  inasmuch  as  a  great  number  of  these  are  used  for 
clapboarding,  or  roofing  the  houses  witii  wood. 

Mr.  Jan  Oosting,  the  Surgeon,  hath  given  in  this  annexed  mem- 
orandum of  necessary  medicines,  which,  he  says,  will  not  amount 
to  much.  He  requests  that  they  l^e  sent  out  by  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity. 

Herewith  I  also  send  a  list  of  the  tobacco  and  peltries,  etc.,  shipped 
on  board  the  licrcr  whenever  it  sails  hence  to  the  Manhattes;  also, 

what  is  likewise  sent  hence  in  another  yacht  called  the 

Asa  beginning,  something,  'twill  be  seen,  is  to  be  done  here;  al- 
ready some  persons  have  traded  a  large  quantity;  this  trade,  most 
probably,  will  experience  a  considerable  augmentation  and  improve- 
ment, so  that  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  a  large  quantity  of  pel- 
tries will  be  sent  over  as  a  return  cargo  in  the  first  coming  ships. 

And  as  there  are  many  goon  kinds  of  timber  here,  it  is  a  matter 
of  consideration  whether  the  inhabitants  will  not  find  herein,  in 
course  of  time,  a  source  of  advantage  and  profit,  moreover,  as  it 
supplies,  with  tobacco,  loading  for  the  arriving  ships.  And  I  have 
heard  that  some  Swedes  have  expressed  a  willingness  to  cut  masts 
on  condition  of  paying  reasonable  freight  thereon.  I  shall  talk  with 
them  on  this  subject  more  fully  and  finally  on  the  next  opportunity. 
In  order  that  this  Beaver  country  may  be  better  remembered,  I  also 
send  with  this  a  beaver  skin,  wliicli,  in  my  opinion,  is  somewhat  of 
a  curiosity. 

Herewith  ending  I  will  pray  God,  Honorable,  Worthy,  Wise  and 
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Prudent  Gentlemen,  to  bless  your  Honors'  government,  and  to  pre- 
serve your  Honors'  persons  in  continual  health. 

1  remain  your  Honors'  obliged  and 
Faithful  servant, 

(Signed),  J.  ALRICHS. 

Lower  was : 
In  Fort  New  Amstel,  on  the  South  river, 
the  2.5'"  May,  1657. 
Still  lower : 
Through  lack  of  time,  and  as  I  must  do  almost  everything,  I 
have  not  written  to  Mess''%  the  Burgomasters.    Please  to  com- 
municate to  them  the  maps  and  plans. 


KESOLUTION    GRANTING    FURTHER    AID     TO     THE 
COLONIE  ON  THE  DELAWARE. 


4"'  July,  1657. 
The  Burgomasters  have  informed  the  Council  that  the  Directors 
of  the  Colonie  in  New  Netherland  still  requii'e  to  borrow  from  the 
Orphan  Chamber  full,  6,000  gl.,  for  the  advancement  of  .said  Colonie 
on  the  credit  of  the  city,  as  was  done  on  the  IV^  November  1656,  in 
regard  to  the  sum  of  25,000  gl. ,  and  whereas  10,000  gl.  were  afterwards 
borrowed  from  the  Orphan  Chamber  on  the  15"'  January,  1657,  and 
36,000  on  the  9""  March  following,  without  the  clause  i)ledging  the 
property  of  the  city;  they  request  the  opinion  of  the  Council  whether  it 
were  not  tacitly  understood  that  the  means  and  effectsof  this  city 
were  bound  for  the  said  10,000  and 36,000.  Which,  being  considered 
the  Council  consent  to  the  required  loan  of  6,000  gl.,  and  resolve  that 
the  revenue  and  property  of  tliis  city  shall  be  pledged  as  well  for  the 
10,000  gl.,  borrowed  on  the  15"'  January  last,  as  for  the  36,000  gl. 
raised  on  the  9"'  of  March,  the  same  as  was  voted  on  the  11""  No- 
vember, A"  1656,  in  regard  to  the  25,000  gl. 


EVERT     PIETERSEN,     SCHOOLMASTER,     TO     THE 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  COLONIE  ON  THE 

DELAWARE. 


Extract  from  the  letter  of  Evert  Fieterson,  Comforter  of  the  Sick,  and 
Schoolmaster  in  the  Colonie  established  by  this  city,  Amsterdam,  on 
the  South  river,  in  Ifew  Netherland,  dated  10""  August,  1G57. 
We  arrived  here  at  the  South  river,  on  the  25""  April,  and  found 

20  families  there,  mostly  Swedes,  not  more  than  5  or  6  families  be- 
19— Vol.  V. 
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longing  to  our  nation.  I  find  the  land  here  right  good  and  well 
timbered.  I  have  been  full  o  or  6  hours  in  the  interior  in  the  woods, 
and  found  line  oak  and  hickory  trees  ;  also,  excellent  land  for  tillage, 
and  saw  many  plants  growing,  except  nettles,  all  very  good,  so  that 
the  land  produces  whatever  it  can,  but  of  the  best  kind  ;  I  therefore 
firmly  believe  were  we  to  have  1  or  2  thousand  hearty  farmers  we 
should  reap  an  excellent  crop  here,  where,  therefore,  nothing  is 
wanting  but  people.  Wharves  are  already  laid  out  here  and  almost 
built ;  land  is  also  given  out  already,  and  every  effort  made  to  get 
the  winter  grain  in  the  ground.  Your  Honors  are  also  informed 
that  there  is  considerable  black  walnut  timber  here  to  make 
gun-stocks  with ;  you  can  have  enquiries  made  of  the  gunsmiths 
what  it  is  worth,  and  whether  they  purcliase  by  the  stick  or  foot, 
and  how  long  tlie  pieces  must  be,  and  then  calculate  the  profit  to  be 
made  on  it.  It  costs  only  the  labor,  and  makes  good  ballast,  for  a 
great  deal  of  it  is  worked  up  at  home.  I  already  begin  to  keej) 
school,  and  have  25  children,  etc. 

Your  Honors'  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed),  EVERT  PIETERSEN. 

On  one  side  was  : 
Dated  the  10"'  August,  1657.    In  Fort  New  Amstel,  on  the  South 
river,  in  New  Netherland. 


VICE-DIRECTOR  ALRICHS  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF 
THE  COLJNIE  ON  THE  DELAWARE. 


Honorable,  Worshipful,  Wise  and  Right  Prudent  Gentlemen  : 

My  last  letters  to  you  were  dated  the  13'"  April  and  ^'^  and  5""  of 
May,  and  were  sent  by  the  ships,  Beer,  Gelderse  hlom  and  Bever. 
I  hope  they  have  all  got  safe  to  hand,  and  refer  thereunto.  I  had  re- 
quested therein  a  sloop  and  a  scow  or  champan,  row-boat, yacht  and 
galliot,  but  learn  that  a  row-boat  and  galliot  are  coming  and  sent  by 
the  Waeq,  which  is  looked  for  with  great  impatience.  But  the  scow 
and  yacht  of  8  or  9  lasts  are  also  very  necessary  here. 

1  expect  that  a  large  quantity  of  material,  such  as  bricks  (steenen), 
tiles,  smiths'  coals,  etc.,  will  be  sent  out;  they  are  much  needed 
here,  as  we  have  not  a  solitary  brick  in  store  to  repair  an  oven  which 
is  in  ruin.  We  have  here  only  a  little  oven  which  is  unsuitable, 
and  cannot  last  longer.  Two  more  must  therefore  be  built,  where- 
fore I  expect  what  thereunto  belongeth  as  well  as  other  necessary 
materials. 
Provisions,  generally,  are  very  scarce,  and  the  arrival  of  the  ship. 
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the  Waeg,  is  anxiously  looked  for ;  otherwise,  we  shall  be  in  great 
distress.  I  have  already  had  2001bs.  of  English  pork  purchased  at 
the  Manhattes,  payable  in  Duffles,  at  4  guilders  the  ell. 

And,  as  I  was  souiewhat  apprehensive,  and  moreover  greatly 
afraid,  that  no  warehouse  would  be  sent  over  early,  which  is 
the  cause  of  greater  inconvenience  and  injury  than  can  be  ex- 
pressed, I  have  therefore  been  obliged  to  conclude,  and  have  deemed 
it  proper  to  have  a  storehouse  built.  But  as  we  have  no  brick  here, 
and  as  it  must  be  constructed  entirely  of  wood,  and  there  is  no 
room  in  the  fort  to  set  up  coarse  and  rough  woi'k,  and  of  great 
dimensions,  I  have  had  it  located  on  one  side  and  under  the  fort  for 
protection  of  the  work,  56  feet  long  and  25  feet  wide,  9  high,  with 
a  ceiling,  but  I  cannot  get  any  suitable  carpenters  ;  consequently, 
it  makes  little  progress.  Notwithstanding,  I  do  all  I  can.  Your 
Honors  will  please  not  to  omit  sending  out  3  or  4  of  the  best  car- 
penters who  are  well  versed  in  their  work.  They  are  the  cheapest, 
inasmuch  as  they  save  time,  and  the  work  is  better  made  and  faster.' 
They  will  have  steady  employment  here,  as  there  is  considerable  to 
be  made  and  repaired.  Three  or  four  carpenters  only  came  over 
among  the  freemen:  one  of  them  is  sometimes  sick  or  ailing;  the 
other  will  not  work  ;  the  third  demands  something  better,  and  so 
forth,  so  that  it  is  a  very  troublesome  and  difficult  matter. 

Furthermore,  as  a  secretary  or  clerk  was  necessary  for  the  dis- 
patch of  law  suits  and  occurring  differences  or  questions,  I  have 
been  obliged  provisionally  to  engage  Andries  Hudde,  who  also  un- 
derstands somewhat  of  surveying,  in  which  he  can  likewise  be,  in 
some  degree,  useful;  and,  as  he  hath  filled  the  same  office  for  the 
company,  and  is  here  domiciled,  settled  and  also  licensed,  I  have 
agreed  with  him  for  30  guilders,  this  currency,  a  month,  payable 
here,  with  rations.  Such  was  the  salary  and  board  received  before 
by  him ,  he  a^so  provisionally  performing  the  duties  of  Deputy  Sheriff 
(for  which  office  he  was  proposed  and  recommended  by  the  Deputies 
of  the  Commonalty)  for  the  avails  or  emoluments  thereof,  without 
having  any  other  perquisite  in  respect  thereto,  all  subject  to  your 
Honors'  approval,  or  until  another  be  sent  out. 

As  relates  to  the  deed  given  me  of  lands  for  your  Honors'  Colonie 
here,  it  is  only  from  Boomtjes  hook  to  Christina  kill,  including  also 
many  inferior  tracts,  of  which  there  are  several  better  here,  both 
in  the  Bay  and  on  the  river.  And  it  were  most  proper,  when  this 
established  Colonie  shall  become  successful,  as  is  to  be  hoped,  that 
the  whole  should  be  placed  under  one  head  of  government.  But  so 
soon  as  only  five  or  six  hundred  are  here  in  one  place,  they  must  be 
located  and  spread  farther  apart,  as  there  is  still  here  much  excel- 
lent and  fine  land,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  and  belonging  to  the 
Company.  Besides,  there  are  also  many  Netherlanders  and  other 
inhabitants  here  who,  with  the  consent  and  permission  of  the  gov- 
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ernment.  have  purchased  and  possess  deeds  of  some  miles,  or  many 
thousand  moreens,  of  kind,  which  could  be  obtained  easily  for  a 
tritie  or  very  little.  And  I  think  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  ac- 
quire, by  degrees,  as  much  as  possible  of  it,  because  occasions  often 
present  themselves  to  me  to  prevent  any  of  them  hypothecating 
their  right  or  property  to  the  English  or  other  nations.  But  what 
the  Company  owns  on  the  South  river  must  be  wholly  under  your 
Honors'  autiiority. 

I  have  understood  here  that  the  General  proposes  to  send  a  Vice- 
Director  to  Fort  Altona,  and  is  offei'ing  favorable  terms  in  order  to 
])lant  a  Colonic  there.  Time  will  determine  what  i)rogress  it  will 
have. 

Being  hitherto  obliged  to  furnish  and  supply  the  rations  of  the 
soldiers,  and  also  of  their  wives  and  children,  a  large  consumption 
was  the  consequence.  Add  to  this,  that  a  great  deal  of  dry  pro- 
visions were  injured  and  ruined  by  water  in  consequence  of  the 
wreck  of  the  ship.  We  are  now  ai)proaching  the  end.  and  are  long- 
ing for  the  arrival  of  the  ship  Waeg,  with  the  Galiot,  to  which  all 
eyes  are  beginning  to  be  turned,  both  for  those  without  who  intend 
to  rejtair  hither,  as  for  the  encouragement  of  the  insiders  ;  because 
already  many  difficulties  are  created  by  reason  of  the  war  which, 
it  is  reported,  exists  between  the  Crown  of  France  and  us,  where- 
fore 'tis  feared  that  the  ship  or  ships  may  be  late  in  coming,  and 
this  might  then  cause  inconvenience  here. 

I  trust,  as  I  observe  from  the  letter,  tliat  the  Waerj  will  supi)ly 
and  bring  over  everything  that  is  most  necessary.  Besides,  I  am 
here  in  Avant  of  all  sorts  of  measures  and  of  whatever  appertains 
thereunto,  so  that  I  am  inconvenienced  on  all  sides.  Cors  Jansen, 
the  steward,  hath  gone  away  and  broken  his  troth ;  he  is,  there- 
tore,  outlawed,  his  wages  confiscated  for  the  profit  of  the  State,  and 
himself  banished  for  three  times  seven  years  from  this  southern 
Colonic. 

Be  pleased,  from  time  to  time,  to  let  the  prices  of  all  goods,  pro- 
visions, iron  ware,  and  all  other  necessaries  whatsoever  which  are 
sent  here,  be  written  out  with  the  invoices. 

"Wlien  receiving  and  sending  peoi)le,  please  to  observe  that  ilie  most 
of  those  drawn  and  sent,  be  conversant  with  farming  and  accus- 
tomed to  work,  so  that  everything  may  be  more  exi)ertly  done  and 
more  speedily  finished. 

I  have  already  stated  that  there  is  a  very  fine  and  excellent 
country  called  the  Whorekill,  abounding  very  much  in  wild  animals, 
birds,  fish,  etc.,  and  the  land  is  so  good  and  fertile  that  the  like  is 
nowhere  to  be  foiind.  It  lies  at  tlie  entrance  of  the  Bay,  about  two 
leagues  up  from  Cape  Hinloi)en.  I  shall  send  a  draft  of  it  by  the 
next  opportunity.  Please  to  keej)  it  recommended:  the  ])lace  can 
be  conveniently  visited  with  a  yacht  of  S  or  10  lasts,  but  some  people 
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must  be  there  for  security.  This  can  be  regularly  done,  or  set  about 
in  course  of  time,  after  numbers  are  sent  and  have  arrived  here,  and 
more  of  the  place  is  taken  up. 

And  whereas  considerable  provisions  and  liquors  are  being  forced 
here  at  excessive  prices  l)y  private  individuals,  as  well  retailers  as 
tavern-keepers  and  tapsters,  and  as  there  is  neither  baker  nor  brewer 
here,  and  thin  drink  makes  hungry  bellies  which  recoil  on  the  store, 
and  as  working  peojtle  must  sometimes  take  a  drink  of  beer  or  wine 
to  comfort  their  hearts,  I  resolved,  witli  the  advice  of  tlie  Municipal 
government,  and  on  tlie  representation  of  those  authorized  by  the 
Commonalty,  that  tlie  tapsters  and  tavern-keepers  should  not  re- 
tail tlie  can  of  Manliattan  beer  for  more  than  nine  stivers  which 
they  used  to  sell  for  fifteen,  and  the  wine  in  proportion,  to  the  end 
that  the  articles  of  food  which  are  scarce  here,  and  sometimes  not 
to  be  had,  and  which  are  imported,  such  as  wheaten  flour,  English 
loaves  or  bread,  butter,  rice,  etc.,  when  not  abundant  here,  may  be 
also  regulated  at  a  reasonable  i)rice,  for  tlie  good,  relief  and  advan- 
tage of  all  the  inhabitants  and  settlers.  This  is  a  new  beginning, 
delicate  in  all  or  many  respects,  and  accompanied  by  many  difficul- 
ties; but  hitherto  everytliing  has  come  on  well  and  in  good  order; 
every  possible  effort  will  be  made  to  continue  so;  the  people  are 
well,  and  well  disposed,  but  the  soldiers  are  sufficiently  inclined  to 
be  troublesome  and  imjiortunate. 

It  also  sometimes  occurs  to  me,  I  know  not  wherefore,  that  a  cer- 
tain person  who  is  bound  especially  to  promote  peace  and  quiet, 
seeks  to  cause  disturbance  by  himself,  or  by  others,  in  my  absence. 
I  thought  this  was  best  met  by  civility  and  reason,  and  I  avoid,  as 
much  as  possible,  to  afford  any  man  the  least  cause  of  dissatisfac- 
tion. If  it  happen  that  anyone  should  furnish  any  food  for  mis- 
construction, please  to  reflect  and  fully  to  believe  that  such  person 
can  weU  be  spared  from  this  place. 

By  tlie  ship  de  3leulen  has  arrived  your  Honors'  most  welcome 
letter,  dated  10"^  April,  which  reached  me  for  the  first  time  on  the 
last  day  of  July.  I  have  been  much  pleased  to  learn  by  it  that  the 
ship  de  Waeg  Avas  taking  in  a  cargo,  together  with  a  schooner  and 
several  families  of  Colonists  and  free  tradesmen,  etc.,  also  provis- 
ions, goods  and  materials,  and  a  Clergyman ;  this  affords  me  pleasure. 
They  were  then  to  leave  for  this  place  in  about  15  or  16  days  after  the 
above  date,  but  nothing  has  yet  been  heard  of  them  up  to  this  day. 
I  have,  also,  word  from  the  Manha'ttes  that  no  news  of  them  had 
been  received  there  up  to  the  6"'  instant.  I  have  understood  that 
the  Waeg  was  to  go  thei-e  first ;  'tis  somewhat  out  of  the  way,  and 
injurious  to  this  place.  The  Bay  of  this  river  is  shallow  (ftc/if ),  and 
such  appropriation  ouglit  to  be  made  to  render  it  safer  and  better 
for  incoming  ships,  that  operations  may  be  commenced  without 
delay ;  this  would  bring  a  greater  resort,  commerce  and  improve- 
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inent  to  this  place,  not  only  from  thence  but  also  from  neigliboring 
Colonies. 

The  amount  of  your  Honors'  disbursements  is  large  at  first :  the 
thing  is  here  for  which  and  to  which  all  was  done,  and  wliat  is  still 
of  much  greater  importance,  tlie  result  thereof,  and  what  is  to  be 
expected  from  it  remain  yet  unknown .  Were  a  vigorous  policy  soon 
or  now  immediately  adopted  and  put  in  force,  it  will  in  my  opinion, 
afford  proof  that  such  vigor  was  not  employed  in  vain,  and  without 
foundation. 

I  have  seen  tlie  proposal  respecting  the  loading  of  the  ship  the 
Waeg.  I  .sliould  willingly  see  it  sail  to  its  destination  from  this 
place,  with  a  full  cargo,  and  not  from  the  Manhattes.  Since  I  have 
received  your  Honors'  letters,  I  have  endeavored  to  encourage  some 
persons  to  bring  some  timber  together  to  freight  it.  A  sort  of  be- 
ginning has  been  made.  I  fear  they  will  be  distressed  for  want  of 
hands.  It  would  be  highly  gratifying  to  me  should  the  first  of  the 
ships  belonging  to  the  city  arrived  tliere  direct  with  a  return  cargo  of 
timber  from  this  place.  I  am  very  anxious  for  that,  and  if  it  will 
succeed  in  the  brief  time  that  is  allowed,  I  dare  assure  your  Hon- 
ors at  least  of  another  ship  load  or  perhaps  two  in  the  spring,  unless, 
as  already  observed,  we  come  to  want  hands  to  do  the  work  here, 
which,  indeed,  is  heavy  work. 

As  provisions  are  now  rapidly  consumed  and  run  low,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  discover  means  whereby  1  may,  as  best  I  can,  pi'ovide 
some  stock  of  supplies.  I  shall  write  more  fully  on  this  subject  in 
my  next. 

Should  one  or  two  brickmakers  offer  to  come  hither  in  service  or 
else  as  free  men,  there  is  a  good  opportunity  for  them:  please  en- 
gage tliem,  and  let  them  come  over  in  the  one  capacity  or  other,  at 
pleasure. 

I  have,  up  to  tliis  time,  issued  such  reasonable  and  necessary 
rations  as  circumstances,  in  any  wise  permitted,  but  it  has  been 
impossible  to  excu.se  the  distribution  to  soldiers'  wives,  their  maids 
and  children;  to  wit,  the  women  the  same  as  the  men,  and  the 
maids  with  the  children,  each  half  a  ration,  as  is  to  be  seen  in  the 
annexed  list. 

In  course  of  time  it  will  be  requisite  to  send  out  some  wax,  green 
or  red,  as  may  be  proi)er,  witli  a  seal  for  tliis  place. 

Herewith  ending,  I  shall  pray  God,  Honorable,  Worshipful,  Wise 
and  Right  Prudent  Gentlemen,- to  bless  your  administration,  and 
to  preserve  your  Honors'  persons  in  continual  health. 
Remaining  your  Honors' 

Obedient  and 

/     Faithful  Servant, 

(Signed),  J.  ALRICHS. 

In  the  margin  was  : 

In  Fort  Xew  Amstel,  1.3">  August,-1657. 
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RESOLUTION    APPOINTING   A    COMMITTEE   TO 

INQUIRE   INTO    THE    AFFAIRS    OF    THE 

COLONIE  ON  THE  DELAWARE. 


7"'  September,  1657. 
On  the  application  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Colonie  in  New 
Netherland  to  send  another  ship  thither,  and  to  be  supi)lied  with 
the  necessary  funds  for  tliat  i)nrpose  by  the  city,  Resolved,  whereas, 
it  was  not  the  Council's  intention  to  foster  said  Colonie  by  excessive 
and  endless  expenditure,  that  Mess"  Tulp,  Cornells  de  Graeff.  Lord 
of  South  Polsbroeck,  Witseii,  Valckenier,  Van  Hoorn  and  Burgh 
be  commissioned  and  requested  to  consider  and  examine  said  mat- 
ters maturely  and  to  report  their  conclusion  and  opinion  ac- 
cordingly. 


RESOLUTIONS     GRANTING     FURTHER    AID     TO    THE 
COLONIE  ON   THE  DELAWARE. 


IS'"  October,  1657. 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  7'"  September  last  to  examine 
the  api)lication  of  tlie  Commissioners  of  the  Colonie  in  New 
Netherland  to  be  supplied  witli  16.000  gl.  for  the  equipment  and 
dispatch  of  a  ship,  have  this  day  reported:  That  the  Commisioners 
of  the  Colonie  had  informed  tliem  that  they  meant  henceforth  to 
promote  the  work  with  a  yearly  outfit,  and,  as  they  should  require 
only  16  ((V.  20  thousand  gl.  for  each  venture,  not  doubting  but  the 
good  fruits  of  the  planting  this  Colonie  would  manifest  themselves 
in  a  short  time,  sooner  or  later;  the  Committee  of  this  Council,  as 
their  opinion,  therefore,  consider,  inasmuch  as  such  subsidy  is 
moderate,  and  would  still  further  diminish  m  course  of  tune,  that 
the  required  subsidy  ought  to  be  continued  and  granted  said  Com- 
missioners, by  reason  of  the  notorious  appearances  of  increase  in 
the  Colonie. 

Which  i-eport  being  heard,  the  Committee  is  thanked  for  the 
trouble  they  have  taken,  and  it  is  accordingly  resolved  that  for  this 
once,  the  required  16  thousand  guilders  shall  be  granted,  and  for 
the  raising  thereof  the  revenue,  means  and  effects  of  this  city, 
shall  be  bound,  as  has  heretofore  been  done,  the  council  reserving 
to  itself,  to  determine,  then,  in  regard  to  the  future. 

11'"  April,  1658. 
The  application  of  the  Commissioners  or  Directors  of  the  Colonie 
in  New  Netherland  to  be  supplied  with  a  sum  of  20  thousand  gl. 
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for  the  fitting  out  of  a  ship  to  be  sent  thither  with  a  number  of  per- 
sons who  offer  to  go  there,  for  the  advancement  of  said  Colonie, 
having  been  submitted  by  Mess"  the  Burgomasters,  to  the  Council. 
It  is,  after  deliberation,  remarked  that  the  reasons  and  motives 
which  led  to  the  prosecution  of  said  Colonie,  still  continue,  and 
from  time  to  time  afford  moie  probable  tokens  of  a  good  result ;  and 
it  is  therefore  resolved  tliat  the  above  named  Commissioners  shall 
be  allowed  the  required  20  thousand  gl.  for  the  next  outfit,  on  like 
negotiation  and  pledge,  as  is  expressed  in  the  resolution  adopted  on 
the  13'"  October,  1657. 


RETURN  OF  LOAXS  EFFECTED  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 
COLONIE  ON  THE  DELAWARE. 


Moneys  received  on  account   of  the   Cit!i\s  Colonie  planted  in  New 
Netherlands  on  interest  at  Siper  cent.,  whereon  a  years  interest  has 
accrued. 
A"  1G57. 

1""  April.     From  Burgomaster  Cornells  van  Vlooswick,         fl.  3,000 
"       Agatlia  van  Ousthoorn,  widow  of  Mr. 

Roeloff  Bicker, 3,000 

9'-^  May.  From  the  Superintendents  of  Ori^hans,  for 
account  of  Margaretta,  daughter  of 
Gysbert  Cornelissen  Fuyck,  .  .    .    fl.  9,000 

Andries  Boelissen, 3.000 

■ 12,000 

&^  June.  From  the  Superintendents  of  Orphans,  for 
account  of  Cornells  Reyneirs,  son  of  Gen- 
eral Carel  Reyniers, 12,000 

lO'"^  July.    From  the  Superintendents  of  Orphans,  on 

account  of  Mr.  van  Sweiten's  daughter,  6,000 

1658. 
21"  June.    From  the  Managers  of  St.  Peter's  Hospital,  10,000 

18"^  July.  From  the  Superintendents  of  Orphans,  on 
account    of    Symon  van   Neck,   fl.  2,000 

Arnout  Hudde, 3,500 

Pieter  Pietersen  Deeckencamer's 

child, 4,500 


10,000 


fl.  56,000 


The  year's  interest  due  on  this  sum  amounts,  at  3i  per 

cent.,  to      fl.  1,960 
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YICE-DIRECTOE  ALRICHS  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF 
THE  COLON  IE  ON  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Honorable,  Worshipful,  Wise,  Prudent  Gentlemen: 

My  la.st  to  your  Honors  was  dated  the  26""  of  June,  and  went  with 
the  ship  the  Vergukle  Sonne,  Adolff  Wyngaert,  skipper,  whose  de- 
parture, notwithstanding  he  was  detained  a  considera1)le  time 
repairing  and  fixing,  in  consequence  of  liis  disabled  condition  when 
he  arrived,  was  delayed  over  14  days  longer  by  unfavorable  wind 
and  weather.  I  hope,  nevertheless,  that  tiie  above  named  shij)  will 
have  safely  arrived  in  due  season,  which  God  grant.  I  long  to 
hear  it. 

1. — The  provisions  brought  over,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  arriving 
vessels,  are  becoming  veiy  scarce,  through  great  consumption,  let 
alone  the  fact  that  in  the  transmitting  of  them,  what  was  required 
for  the  soldiers  and  civil  officers  was  little  thought  of. 

Your  Honors  had  heretofore  ordered  that  Beeckman  should  be 
employed  in  tlie  i)urchasing  of  provisions  at  the  Manhattans.  He 
is  now  placed  at,  or  in  Fort  Altona,  as  Yice-Director. 

2. — In  regard  to  the  salt  which  your  Honors  sui)pose  is  quite  plenty 
at  the  Manhattans,  that  is  a  mistake.  We  have  only  a  hogshead 
and  a  cask,  and  can  hardly  get  any  there  for  money.  A  skepel  of 
salt,  'tis  said,  costs  a  beaver  there,  which  is  12  gl.,  more  or  less,  this 
currency,  so  that  we  shall  be  sorely  distressed  in  consequence. 
Hardly  a  cup  of  salt  can  be  had  for  extraordinary  occasions;  this 
causes  great  discontent  and  uproar.  In  well  regulated  ])laces,  it 
does  happen,  t"  at  scarcity  and  want,  of  one  part  or  the  other. occurs; 
much  more  is  this  the  case  in  afar  distant  and  newly  begun  Colonic, 
which,  at  least,  ought  to  be  provided  for  one  year  with  whatever 
is  not  produced  as  yet  in  this  country,  or  procured  through 
others  and  can  be  brought  from  the  neighboring  places.  In  other 
products  which  grow  here,  we  may  have  bad  years  by  a  short  crop, 
theworm  and  other  ill-luck,  excessive  drought,  continual  rain,  severe 
sickness,  etc^.,  for  it  has  already  occurred  here  that  the  worm  has 
appeared  in  vast  quantities  and  seriously  injured  the  crops  and  gar- 
dens ;  much  grain  has  been  ruined  by  long  rains,  and  in  consequence 
of  severe  and  general  sickness,  scarcely  600  skepels  have  been  saved, 
where  900  have  been  sown.  Rye  is  worth  here  at  least  nine  guilders 
the  sack,  which  is  equal  to  324  guilders  the  last.  White  peas  l-k  or 
8  gl.  the  sack.  Little  or  no  butter  is  to  be  had  here ;  cheese,  less  ; 
and  whenever  any  one  is  about  going  on  a  journey,  he  can  hardly 
get  anything  more  tlian  dry  bread,  or  he  must  carry  along  a  pot  or 
kettle  to  cook  some  food.  This,  frequently,  time  does  not  permit. 
Therefore,  once  more,  as  a  reminder  or  repetition,  it  were  well  that 
some  rye-meal,  groats  and  cheese,  etc'.,  were  sent  in  all  the  ships. 
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3. — I  have  appointed  Mr.  Iiiojossa  to  gate  the  Manhattans ;  I  shall, 
bytliis  occasion,  demand  the  original  deeds  of  this  place  :  also,  learn 
what  is  to  be  done  for  the  pnrchase  of  the  land  at  the  Whorekill,  and 
speak  abont  tlie  price  of  8  or  10  cattle,  including  2  horses  whicli  were 
received  with  the  fort,  but  never  sent  for  and  were  given  out  on 
halves  to  the  Swedes.  Therefore,  as  horses  are  necessarily  required 
here  for  agriculture,  means  should  be  devised  and  the  opportunity 
of  vessels  seized,  to  obtain  a  good  supply  of  horses  and  salt  from  that 
place. 

•1. — The  buoys  will,  on  the  earliest  oi)portunity,  be  laid  down,  as 
soon  as  possible,  in  the  most  suitable  parts  of  the  Bay  ;  but  stones 
are  wanting,  which  will  be  looked  up  and  prepared  for  the  i)uriJose. 

In  regai'd  to  the  fort,  'tis,  with  whatever  is  on,  or  in  it.  in  a  great 
state  of  decay.  I  cannot  any  longer  ])Ostpone  ils  removal,  but  have 
been  obliged,  for  tlie  storage  and  delivery  of  goods,  and  for  a  resi- 
dence of  the  Commissary,  to  resolve  on  Imilding  a  house  of  plank, 
about  50  feet  in  length  iind  20  in  breadth  ;  also,  I  caused  to  be  re- 
paired i  of  the  house  in  which  I  have  been  lodging  very  uncomfort- 
ably, the  greater  i)art  whereof  is  still  so  leaky,  that  it  is  with  the 
greatest  difficulty  anything  can  be  kept  dry.  The  rest  remains  still 
unfinished,  until  we  receive  more  brick,  lime  and  tiles,  which  are 
much  wanting  here.  I  have  also  had  a  new  guard-house  built,  and 
a  new  bakery.  30  feet  long  and  20  wide:  the  lower  story  9,  and  the 
second  6i  feet  high  ;  half  of  it  remains  still  unroofed  for  want  of 
tiles.  We  shall  be  obliged  to  pull  down  and  rebuild  tiie  soldiers' 
barracks  immediately,  and  afterwards  the  fortification  itself,  a  con- 
siderable part  of  which  is  washed  away  outside  on  the  river ;  there- 
fore, no  change  of  site  can  be  made  here  in  regard  of  the  building 
that  has  been  done,  and,  since  it  is  the  first  place  where  possession 
was  taken  in  your  Honor's  behalf,  it  must  remain  the  oldest  and 
lowest,  as  the  alteration  entails,  besides,  much  labor,  time  and  ex- 
pense. I  shall  therefore  let  it  stand,  and  not  attempt  tlie  least 
change  of  site  in  this  case. 

The  ship  dc  3Ieulen  has,  God  be  praised,  safely  arrived  on  the  27"' 
ult",  after  a  voyage  of  13  weeks,  and  experiencing  great  want  of 
water,  to  such  a  degree,  that  for  some  days  it  was  impossible  to 
cook.  Tlie  people  suffered  considerably  from  sickness,  and  10  or  11 
died.  "When  the  vessel  reached  tliis  vicinity,  with  much  contrary 
wind,  it  was  obliged  to  seek  a  port,  and  on  arriving  here,  caused  us 
a  great  deal  of  joy,  although  it  brouglit  many  mouths  without  bring- 
ing with  them  a  mite  of  any  sort  of  ])rovisions,  and  the  season  being 
now  advanced,  beavers  or  peltries  can,  with  difficulty  be  bartered. 
Duffies,  also,  are  scarce,  though  in  demand,  particularly  at  this 
time,  and  even  constantly. 

5. — I  had  expected,  at  least,  the  supply  of  some  provisions,  such  as 
rye-flour,  groats  and  some  cheese.    The  galliot  must  also  be  pro- 
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visioned;  there  is  a  set  of  insolent  fellows  on  board  her,  who,  when 
she  is  laid  up,  will  not  lay  a  hand  to  work;  if  there  be  anything  to 
do,  and  there  is  never  any  want  of  w'ork  here,  tliey  will  not  stir  for 
less  than  rix  dollar  or  3  guilders  a  day.  Carpenters,  masons  and 
otlier  mechanics  earn  4  guilders ;  tliis  amounts  to  considerable  in 
extensive  works,  but  it  is,  on  the  other  hand,  to  be  borne  in  mind 
that  this  country  currency  is  also  very  high,  a]id  that  an  ell  of  duf- 
tles  costs  4  guilders  in  wampum. 

G  — There  is  no  rea.son  or  ])lea  for  declining  or  refusing  to  supply 
the  old  or  first  inhabitants  from  the  store  for  their  money.  There 
is  no  mercliant"s  store  here,  nor  scarcely  any  one  that  hath  i)rovi- 
sions  for  sale  for  the  daily  supply  of  the  inhabitants;  nay.  not  even 
bread,  altliough  there  are  over  OOO  souls  in  this  place.  Wlioever  has 
anything  will  not  sell  it,  and  whoso  has  not,  cannot.  Things  here 
are  in  their  infancy,  and  demand  time.  Many  who  come  hither  are 
as  poor  as  worms,  and  lazy  withal,  and  will  not  work,  unless  com- 
pelled by  necessity.  This  gives  great  umbrage,  and  to  kee)>  all  mat- 
ters straight  affords  plenty  of  occupation. 

In  regard  to  the  timber,  which  you  are  surprised,  has  been  sent 
heuce  as  freight,  \vhoever  has  anything  here  to  load  ought  not  to  be 
repulsed  but  encouraged,  and  such  is  necessary  here;  if  things  are 
to  succeed,  Ave  must  operate  in  that  way.  Therefore,  I  shall  much 
ratlier  animate  the  people  to  labor  that  discourage  tliem.  It  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  if  tlie  work,  at  first,  be  not  so  perfect  and  profit- 
able. Practice  renders  tlie  people  more  expert,  and  'tis  better  to  do 
something  good  than  to  be  employed  uselessly  or  uni)rofitably.  The 
timber  was  sent  tliat  labor  may  be  sui)i)orted.  Thougli  at  i)resent 
discredited  and  brouglit  into  disrepute,  it  will  soon  surmount  the 
diliiculty  when  improved,  and  faults  or  accidents  are  remedied  or 
removed.  That  the  ship  should  have  arrived  sooner  home,  10  or  12 
days  were  employed  in  taking  the  timber  in ;  it  lay  on  the  bank 
alongside  tlie  vessel  and  the  crew^  undertook  to  haul  and  load  it  for 
200  gl.,  or  thereabouts;  it  was  the  finest  weather  tliat  could  be  ex- 
pected, so  tliat  it  can  easily  be  determined  whether  tiiis  could  be 
effected  sooner,  in  half  the  time.  It  ouglit  not  to  be  laid  to  my 
chai-ge  if  others  wasted  the  time  at  the  Manhattans  and  on  the  voy- 
age. I  shall  faithfully  study  the  interest  of  the  city,  but  I  am  not 
responsible  for  dehiys  caused  by  others.  In  like  manner,  the  ship 
dc  6unne  took  a  month,  or  a  little  more,  to  load,  in  consequence  of 
having  been  in  a  damaged  and  bad  condition  and  requiring  con- 
siderable time  to  be  caulked.  About  130  iron  l)olts  were  made  and 
used  in  her  repairs,  exclusive  of  spikes,  &c.  Though  the  heavy 
freights  absorb  all  the  i)rofit  of  the  timber,  yet  it  is  better  that  the 
people,  who  are  inclined  to  be  industrious,  should  be  accommodated, 
altliough  they  derive  no  profit,  than  that  they  be  deprived  of  the 
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smallest  opportunity  to  send  off  their  goods,  for  which  no  nianner 
of  reason  can  be  given. 

The  wise  resolution  wliich  has  been  adopted  to  annex  to  this 
place  the  Whorekill  and  the  country  from  Boomtiens  hook  to  Cape 
Hinloopen  is  advantageous  and  excellent.  It  will  be  no  sooner  pur- 
chased than  I  shall  hasten  the  conveyance,  and  take  immediate 
possession,  of  it:  but  send  then  in  the  spring  or  in  the  ships  sailing 
in  December,  a  good  number  of  strong  and  hard  working  men. 
Should  tiiey  not  be  forthcoming  so  speedily  or  promptly  at  the  time, 
they  can  be  supjilied  by  boys  of  15,  16  or  17  years  and  over,  bearing 
in  mind,  particularly,  that  they  be  robust.  Wliatever  is  to  be  ac- 
complished here  must  be  expected  from  labor.  I  shall  take  care  to 
build  a  redoul)t  or  stronghold  in  the  most  favorable  position,  but  I 
desire  much  to  have  a.  small  vessel  also,  similar  to  a  Wiering  galliot 
of  10  or  12  lasts.  We  are  r  ot  yet  in  a  condition  to  build  such  a  craft 
here;  one  thing  is  wanting  and  then  another,  and  the  work  does 
not  progress.  The  slowness  and  interruption  are  most  injurious 
and  damaging. 

Resort  to  New  England  and  Virginia :  Every  prudence  shall  be 
made  use  of  in  this  regard;  I  know  it  is  required,  and  I  shall,  with 
all  circumspection,  observe  whatever  the  service  and  necessity  iiere 
will  happen  to  demand. 

7.— The  fruits  or  products  thereof  by  cultivation  here:  "Whatever 
is  ])0ssible  is  done  in  tiiis  matter.  But  a  young  or  unwilling  horse 
must  first  be  taught  and  broke  in,  so  that  lie  may  be  fit  for  the  bridle 
or  for  draft.  It  is  even  so  here  for  the  most  part  with  the  people, 
and  also  with  the  soil  which  has  first  to  be  cleared  of  small  and  large 
trees  and  other  brushwood,  then  broken  up.  as  opportunity  offers, 
and  ploughed  and  sowed  in  due  course;  then  the  whole  remains  to 
be  fenced  and  so  ordered,  that  wild  and  domestic  animals  may  not 
destroy  or  trample  the  croi)s  or  render  all  the  labor  fruitless. 

The  children  sent  over  from  the  xVlmsliouse  have  safely  arrived 
and  were  in  sufticient  request,  so  that  all  are  bound  out  with  one 
and  the  other;  the  oldest  for  2  years,  the  others,  and  the  major  por- 
tion, for  3  years,  and  the  youngest  for  4  years,  earning  40, 60  and  80 
guilders  during  the  above  period,  and  at  the  end  of  the  term  will  be 
fitted  out  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  at  present;  the  conditions 
are  no  worse,  but  rather  better  than  were  prescribed  in  the  form 
transmitted.  Please  to  continue  sending  others  from  time  to  time  ; 
but,  if  possible,  none  ought  to  come  less  than  15  years  of  age  and 
somewhat  strong,  as  little  i)rofit  is  to  be  expected  here  without 
labor;  but  from  people  with  large  families  or  many  small  children, 
little  is  to  be  expected.  When  the  men  die  they  do  not  leave  a 
stiver  behind.  The  public  must  provide  the  cofiin,  pay  all  the  debts, 
and  feed,  or  maintain,  those  who  survive. 

8.— Respecting  the  sloop  to  be  built  here :  No  person  ever  came 
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over  acquainted  with  sucli  business  and  willing  or  able  to  work  at 
it.  ^Ve  liave  no  sawyers  :  one  articled  smitii,  little  iron  and  coals  for 
heavy  work:  free  amiths  are  extraordinarily  scarce,  and  it  is  not 
advisable  to  get  much  work  done  by  them  ;  sails,  roi)es  and  many 
other  indisi)ensable  necessaries  are  long  expected  from  time  to  time 
before  anythi)ig  can  be  finished. 

9.— The  materials  are  arrived  but  no  tiles,  quantities  of  which  are 
much  needed  liere.  The  brick-maker  is  dead.  Iron  padlocks, 
scythes,  sickles,  thatchers'  knives,  adzes,  saws,  crosscut-saws,  jncks^ 
iron  pots  and  kettles,  6,000  lbs.  of  iron,  smiths'  coals,  fire-brick,  lime' 
steel  and  powder  are  required;  therefore,  please  make  some  room' 
for  them  when  sending,  also  for  two-inch  nails,  were  it  100  thou- 
sand, but  o,  G,  7,  8  and  9-inch,  not  until  demanded,  as  there  is  but 
little  heavy  building  here  as  yet.  Do  not  forget  plenty  of  carpen- 
ters' tools,  mostly  hand-saws,  crosscut-saws,  adzes,  augers,  etc\ 

10.— In  legard  to  contraband  goods:  I  coidd  not  help  what  hap- 
pened in  the  previous  matters  for  reasons  which  you  will  please  to 
consider,  but  since  there  is  a  change  in  that  service,  I  shall  see  that 
proper  attention  be  paid  in  future.  Respecting  what  came  in  de 
Waeg,  on  seeing  and  noticing  that  the  goods  were  of  that  descrip- 
ting,  I  had  them  removed  to  the  store  and  after  they  had  remained 
there  some  months,  was  requested  to  take  them  on  the  city's  ac- 
count, at  the  original  cost  in  Holland.  This  was  refused  and  not 
listened  to:  wherefore,  at  last,  tlie  case  was  opened  and  found  to 
contain  five-and-thirty  guns,  which  I  seized  and  delivered  to  the 
Ensign  of  the  Burgher  ci-ops  for  distribution  among  the  men  com- 
ing over  who  are  under  the  Company's  jurisdiction  and  not  pro- 
vided with  any  arms,  whicii  was  done.  If  any  person  prefer  any 
claim  to  tliem,  it  should  be  proved  before  the  Sheriff  or  Fiscal,  who 
will  then  be  obliged  to  protect  the  public  right:  and  in  my  opinion, 
under  existing  circumstances,  nothing  further  ought  to  be  done  in' 
this  matter,  for  the  reason  that,  first :  I  do  not  desire  to  dig  up  any 
old  questions  or  disputes;  and.  secondly:  because  on  account  of  the 
small  profit  realized  in  this  trade,  there  will  be  no  inducement  to 
traffic  in  such  goods  any  more.  Besides,  he  is  not  the  man  who 
hath  originated  it :  'twas  brought  on  him  by  friends  who  believed 
that  they  could  pass  unobserved  under  his  cloak,  whicli  now,  most 
assurdly,  they  have  missed.  Were  any  further  trouble  to'  arise 
therefrom,  it  would  be  to  tiie  prejudice  of  the  person  and  a  scandal 
and  annoyance  to  him  where  lie  resides;  this  would  be  of  no  service 
to  us;  peace  and  quiet  are  of  much  more  benefit  to  us. 

11.— In  respect  to  the  Swedisli  nation  and  their  lands,  which  are 
now  partly  vacant  and  partly  occupied  and  cultivated  by  them; 
There  are  tw^o  parcels  of  tlie  best  land  on  the  river  on  the  west 
bank,  the  first  of  which  is  above  Marietiens  hook  about  two  leagues 
along  the  river  and  i  leagues  into  the  interior;  the  second,  on  a 
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guess,  about  3  leagues  along  tlie  same,  including  Schuylkil,  Passa- 
joiK'k,  (^uiiisessingh,  riglit  excellent  land,  the  grants  or  deeds 
whereof,  signed  in  original  by  (jjueen  Christina,  I  have  seen;  they 
remain  here.  I  believe  tlie  jjroprietors,  as  they  style  themselves,  or 
those  who  hold  the  ground-briefs,  would  willingly  dispose  of  them 
for  a  trifle,  according  to  their  value  and  worth.  In  like  manner, 
there  are  some  old  inhabitants  here,  sworn  subjects  of  this  Prov- 
ince, who,  in  the  years  1652  and  1053,  purchased  with  the  consent 
of  the  General,  from  the  Indian  nation,  about  two  leagues  on  the 
east  bank  of  this  river,  just  above  old  Fort  N'assou,  and  then  a  sec- 
ond tract  of  oi  leagues  along  this  river,  with  convenient  kills,  woods 
and  fine  land.'wiiich  it  would  also  be  well  to  obtain;  but  I  can 
easily  understand  tliat  this  title  is  not  perfectly  clear,  and  could 
alone  be  considered  as  pretenses  or  claims;  first,  although  the  Com- 
])any  hath  full  authority  over  wliat  the  Swedes  possess,  and  also 
shows  the  people  that  it  will  use  it  for  its  own  advantage,  which  the 
General  considers  to  be  the  most  expedient,  nevertheless,  by  with- 
drawing the  letters  of  donation,  the  claim  from  without  would  cease, 
and  the  propriety  or  pretended  title  would  be  extinguished  by  a  con- 
veyance to  be  executed  in  addition  to  their  to  be  surrendered  deeds. 

Respecting  the  Dutch,  the  case  is:  In  the  troubles,  when  the 
Swedes  came  here,  they  were  permitted  to  purchase  in  order  to  pre- 
vent tiie  above  mentioned  lands  being  sold  by  the  Indians  or  natives 
to  the  Swedish  nation.  IJut  your  Honors  Avill  be  better  able  to  un- 
derstand the  whole  matter  by  tiie  grant  and  deed,  whereof  I  shall 
endeavor  to  obtain  copies,  which  I  will  transmit.  Meanwhile  I 
should  not  be  suri)rised  were  men  here  to  get  some  sort  of  lien  on 
the  above  mentioned  ynetended  proyn-ietors ;  that  is,  to  advance  to 
them,  if  they  sliould  desire  it,  some  money  or  mercliandise.  to  wit, 
on  a  league  of  country  or  thereabouts,  50,  GO  or  70  guilders  at  most, 
which,  in  Holland  currency,  is  5(f  GO  or  70  ells  of  Osnaburgh  black 
linen  ;  this  is  sold  at  15, 10, 18,  and  even  easily  for  20  stivers,  on  con- 
dition that  they  pledge  their  deeds  and  patents  in  return,  by  which 
means  some  title  may  be  obtained,  and  any  conveyance,  mortgage 
or  other  incumbrance  tiiereon  to  the  Englisl\  may  be  prevented. 
What  is  further  to  be  considered  in  the  premises,  your  Honors  can, 
in  due  season,  hereafter  determine. 

What  relates  to  the  admitting  or  permitting  the  English  nation  : 
Ko  steps  shall  be  taken  to  the  prejudice  of  our  own  interests. 

12.— The  cattle  purchased  here  and  distributed  among  the  Colo- 
nists on  halves:  The  reason  is  this:  None  of  the  Colonists  wanted 
any  of  them  entirely  at  their  own  risk;  first,  because  winter  was 
approaching, and  they  were  unprovided  with  hay  or  forage ;  secondly, 
because  the  land,  being  wild  and  full  of  trees,  the  cattle  easily 
strayed  away  or  got  lost,  and  might  be  killed  by  the  Indians ;  thirdly, 
they  objected  and  could  not  agree,  under  such  insecurity  or  risk,  to 
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embarrass  themselves  with  their  sliare  or  lialf ,  especially  as  the  cat- 
tle from  Virginia  are  accustomed,  for  the  most  part,  to  run  wild  and 
are  hard  to  be  managed. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  I  was  obliged  to  buy  in  the  cattle,  for 
had  not  such  been  done,  no  person  would  ever  be  willing  to  bring  an 
animal  or  anything  for  sale  here. 

13.— For  the  city  I  have  considered,  were  these  to  be  given  on 
credit  and  people  to  have  a  perfect  title  to  them,  then  much  traffic 
and  changing  thereof  would  follow,  to  the  great  jn-ejudice  of  the 
Company,  and  whenever  a  man  comes  to  hang  his  head,  becomes 
sick  or  unable  to  work,  then  there  is  not  a  penny  to  the  good,  and 
everything  must  be  remitted,  and  in  addition,  women  and  many 
little  children ,  are  to  be  supported.  'Tis,  as  yet,  somewhat  too  soon 
to  send  many  women  and  a  multitude  of  little  children  here:  it  will 
be  more  advisable  and  safer  when  crops  are  gathered  and  abundance 
prevails,  and  everytliing  is  cheaper;  therefore  the  peojile  ought  not 
to  be  so  much  trusted,  and  consequently  less  loss  would  accrue. 
The  season  now  being  bad,  rainy  and  unhealthy,  rye  is  held  at  4 
guilders  the  skepel :  but  the  usual  price  here  is  3  gl.,  and  I  have 
never  bought  it  for  less.  I  wish  I  could  get  it  now  for  that  which 
is  324  gl.  the  last. 

14.— The  A^irginia  trade  might  be  easily  cultivated,  where  there 
plenty  of  goods  here:  and  when  brought  a  little  into  shape,  reputa- 
tion or  rank,  there  will  be  private  persons  enough  to  lay  hold  of  it, 
to  whom  it  can  be  given  up  and  left. 

As  to  what  concerns  some  fugitives  who  came  with  two  boats 
from  Virginia,  and  were  stranded  on  Cape  Hinlopen,  there  was  noth- 
ing secret  in  the  nicatter,  which  was  simply  thus :  They  have  been 
here  one,  two  or  three  months,  and  on  further  inquiry,  mostly  left 
this  place  for  the  Manhattans  an4  the  north,  except  one  whom  I  ar- 
rested and  sent  back. 

15.— But,  meanwhile,  I  perceive  they  have  an  eye  to  land  lying  on 
this  side  the  Virginia  river:  it  will  now  be  included  in  the  district 
between  this  place  and  Cape  Hinlopen,  to  prevent  which  the  largest 
number  of  people  possible  ought  to  be  sent  out,  but  provisions  ought 
particularly  be  sent  with  them  until  circumstances  here  shall  be  in 
a  somewhat  better  and  more  favorable  condition. 

What  has  been  granted  to  Mr.  Alexander  Hinojo.ssa  on  his  Peti- 
tion for  some  brick,  shall  be  transcribed  according  to  order. 

Jan  Barei:ts,  late  chief  boatswain  on  board  the  Prins  MauriU 
now  deceased :  I  had  given  him  a  certificate  that  he  was  employed 
here,  in  order  that  he  may  receive  his  w^ages  on  his  departure  in 
thecZe  W-er/,  but  it  was  not  my  intention  that  he  should  receive 
such  pay  on  board  the  ship.  In  future  I  shall  so  enlarge  on  it  as  to 
prevent  such  persons  receiving  more  than  of  right  belongs  to  them 
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and  they  have  earned.     He  was  an  industrious  and  diligent  man, 
■who  endeavored  to  act  faithfully  by  those  wliom  he  served. 

One  of  tlie  minei's  that  came  over  is  sick,  which  already  discour- 
ages the  other.  I  sliall  endeavor  to  cheer  him  up,  and  in  time,  also, 
supply  hiin  with  what  they  and  I  desire,  and  may  be  consistent 
with  tiie  public  and  city's  good. 

I  have  received  the  i)olice  and  law  books  which  were  sent  out,  coii- 
sisting  of  2  parts,  and  a  duplicate  of  eacli ;  they  will  be  a  great 
convenience  to  us  and  we  shall  make  use  of  them;  but  [not]  the 
by-laws  of  the  city,  at  the  end  of  which  the  customs  of  Antwer]) 
are  annexed  and  printed,  whereof  mention  was  frequently  made  in 
the  despatcli. 

IG. — Of  the  account:  I  greatly  wisli  that  the  Commissary  had 
more  experience  and  time.  He  has  some  excuse  from  his  illness, 
wliich  lasted  full  3  m.  during  that  period  he  lay  flat  and  was  often 
very  low.  This  has  caused  much  more  work  to  accumulate,  besides 
the  impossibility  he  is  under  of  attending  to  everything.  'Tis  very 
easy  to  require  from  one,  alone,  what  would  supply  hve  witli  plenty 
of  work.  I  have  repeatedly  written  for  a  clerk  or  book-keeper ;  Item , 
for  a  secretary  and  schout,  without  any  result;  not  a  word  have  1 
received  in  answer.  I  emi)loy  some  now,  j)rovisionally,  but  with- 
out wages;  not  much  is  asked,  therefore  please  to  provide  particu- 
larly what  is  required.  Tliere  are  about  000  souls  here  now;  among 
tiiese  are  many  rough  people  who  furnish  plenty  of  work;  scarcely 
an  hour  passes  witliout  having  talk  or  trouble  with  one  or  tlie  other 
of  them;  add  to  this,  so  much  to  be  done,  to  be  thought  of  and  ar- 
ranged, or  to  be  written,  that  but  little  time  remains  for  me  to  do 
the  work  of  another  person  ;  yet  that  now  in  his  sickness  even  con- 
sumes time,  and,  meanwhile,  work  increases  and  accumulates  for 
him,  which  please  also  to  consider  and  to  make  further  disposition 
therein.  There  is  no  baker  here,«o  that  all  the  bread  to  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  Colonie  comes  mostly  to  the  store;  and  there  is  but  a 
small  sui)ply  of  grain  and  flour,  and  a  poor  place  to  store  it.  I 
therefore,  allow  another  frame  house  to  be  built,  30  feet  wide  and 
36  feet  long;  the  first  story  10  feet,  the  2'^  of  7  feet  with  a  roof  which 
requires  some  thousand  tiles.  Besides  this,  many  erected  houses, 
the  store  or  dwellings  for  the  Commissary,  guard-house,  barracks, 
bakehouse,  etc.,  and  i  of  my  own  dwelling  are  not  yet  tiled,  which 
I  have  anxiously  desired  and  endeavored  to  accomplish.  Plenty  of 
brick  and  lime,  much  iron  work,  iron  and  coals  ought  to  be  sent 
out. 

Doetie  Jacobs,  daughter  of  Greertruyt  Braems,  whom  the  skipper 
is  authorized  to  take  over  with  him,  is,  according  to  su(;h  authority, 
at  tlie  ortlers  of  said  skipper.  But  I  shall  hardly  be  ])aid  by  Jeuriaen 
Symens.  who  brought  her  over,  for  the  passage  money  and  the 
year's  provisions,  c\:c.,  delivered  from  the  store;  he  is  frequently 
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sick  and  unable  to  work;  thus  people  become  impoverished  fast. 
Therefore,  send  only,  for  the  most  part,  men  or  servants,  or  young, 
srrowins,  strong  people.  When  these  die,  we  do  not  inherit  heavy 
burthens  and  maintenance  with  a  small  estate. 

William  van  Rasenberg,  who  came  over  as  Surgeon,  i)uts  forth 
sundry  claims  against  people  whom  he  attended  on  the  })assage,  in- 
asmuch as  his  wages  did  not  run  at  the  time  and  on  the  voyage, 
and  he  used  his  owa  provisions.  There  were  on  boaixl  the  ship  con- 
siderable sickness,  accidents,  and  hardship  in  consequence  of  a  tedi- 
ous voyage.  One  hundred  souls  required  at  least  a  hogshead  or 
two  of  French  wine  and  one  of  brandy,  and  a  tub  of  prunes  had 
also  to  be  furnished  for  refreshment  and  comfort  to  those  sick  of 
scurvy  and  suftering  from  other  troubles,  through  the  protracted 
voyage;  for,  from  want  thereof,  the  people  become  so  low  that 
death  followed,  which  is  a  pretty  serious  matter.  Here,  on  shore, 
I  see  clearly  that  the  poor,  weak,  sick,  or  indigent,  sometimes  have 
need  necessarily  of  this  and  that  to  support  them,  which  one  can- 
not easily,  or  will  not,  refuse;  though  it  be  sometimes  but  a  spoon- 
ful, frequently  repeated,  it  amounts  to  more  than  is  supposed.  The 
barber  also  speaks  of  a  house  whicli  Master  Jan  occupied  being  too 
small  for  him;  he  hath  a  wife,  servant  and  child  or  cldldren  also. 
If  he  hire,  as  he  says,  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  he  shall  be  obliged 
to  show  a  pai)er  to  that  eifect.  People's  words,  or  what 'they  ver- 
bally i)roduced  for  tiieir  own  profit,  cannot  be  accepted. 

Francis  Gunde  owes  22  gl.  to  Styntie  Jacobs  in  the  Prlncenhoff, 
or  to  tlie  wife  of  the  man  servant  in  the  Princenhoff.  It  wdll  be  en- 
tered and  charged  to  Iiis  account. 

I  might  eidarge  this  further,  but  time  does  not  permit,  and  the 
sloop  is  ready  to  sail  for  the  Manhattans.  I  must,  therefore,  abre- 
viate,  wlierewith  concluding,  I  shall  pray  God, 

Honorable,  Worshipful,  Wise*and  Right  Prudent  Gentlemen, 
to  bless  your  administration,  and  also  to  preserve  you  all  in  con- 
tinual prosperity  and  healQi;  remaining, 

(Signed),  J.  ALRICHS. 

On  one  side  was : 

In  New  Amstel,  10'"  October,  A"  1658. 
Beneath  was : 

Have  written  this  in  haste,>a.nd  not  having  any  time  to  read  it 
over  once,  please  excuse  all  imperfections  and  omissions. 


20-yoT..  V. 
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RESOLUTION  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  THE 
CITY  OF  AMSTERDAM. 


19'"  October,  1658. 
The  Burgomasters  have  submitted  to  the  Council,  and  shown  by 
account,  that  the  returns  brought  hither  from  the  South  river  of 
New  Netlierland.  have  not  produced  so  mucli  as  would  meet  the 
expenses  incurred,  but  have  fallen  short  about  7.000  guilders.  And 
upon  deliberation,  it  is  agreed  that  the  Commissioners  of  the  New 
Netherlaud  Colonic  sliall  borrow  a  like  sum  of  7.000  gl.  from  the 
Orphan  Chamber,  at  interest,  to  defray  with  it  thf  remaining  ex- 
penses; and  'tis,  moreover,  resolved  to  request  the  commission 
Mess"""  Cornelis  de  Graeff,  Baron  of  South  Polsbroeck,  Nicolaes  van 
Loon,  and  Cornelis  Geelvinck  to  consider  in  whai  manner  the  afore- 
said Colonic  can  be  advanced  at  less  cost  than  lieretofore,  and  re-  • 
port  thereon  to  the  Council. 


20""  December,  1658. 

The  committee  ap])ointed  by  resolution  of  the  Common  Council 
on  the  19"'  of  October  last  to  consider  in  what  manner  the  New 
Netherlaud  Colonic  can  be  improved  at  a  less  expense  tlian  hereto- 
fore, and  to  submit  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the  Council,  having, 
agreeably  to  said  commission,  examined  and  considered  the  Condi- 
tions which  were  offered  on  behalf  of  tliis  citr  to  all  those  who  will 
proceed  to  New  Netherlaud  as  Colonists,  and  heard  tlie  suggestions 
of  the  Commissioners  and  Directors  of  tlie  Aforesaid  Colonie  tliere- 
on,  have  reported  as  their  opinion  that  t?ie  following  alterations 
ought  to  be  made  in  the  aforesaid' Conditi(ms  : 

First:  That  the  ninth  article,  impos/iig  entirely  too  great  a 
burthen  on  the  city,  ought  to  be  expungei  and  so  communicated  to 
the  Director  of  the  above  named  Colonis  in  New  Netherlaud  with 
orders  that  he  shall  have  to  distribute  tlie  provisions  remaining  in 
store  there  only  to  those  who  iiave  /emoved  thither  heretofore, 
which  being  done,  he  will  have  to  disiose  of  what  is  found  on  hand 
in  said  store  to  the  best  possible  advantage. 

Tiiat  the  exemption  from  tenths, mentioned  in  the  22'  article, 
ought  generally  to  expire  with  theyear  1678,  without  making  any 
difference  between  those  to  whom  tlie  lands  were  granted,  early  or 
late,  with  an  excei)tion,  however. m  regard  of  such  as  shall  have 
brought  their  lands  undercultivation  before  the  year  1658,  in  whose 
favor  the  aforesaid  privilege  shoild  not  continue  longer  than  XX. 
years,  and  consequently  expire  s*  much  sooner  than  the  year  1678, 
as  they  shall  have  cleared  theirlands  before  the  year  1658.    Also, 
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that  the  exemption  from  poundage,  horn  and  salt  money,  ought,  re- 
garding all  indiscruninately,  not  to  continue  any  longer  than  the  year 
1668,  when  such  taxes  shall  be  then  imposed  by  the  Director,  ac- 
cording as  the  inclosed  lands  are  situated  near  or  at  a  distance.' 

That  the  23'*  article  ought  to  be  erased,  and  in  lieu  thereof  it 
ought  to  be  enacted,  that  the  Colonists  shall  be  obliged  to  address 
and  consign  to  this  city  or  its  Commissioners  all  the  merchandise 
^vUich  they  will  send  thence,  in  order  to  be  disposed  of  and  con- 
verted into  cash  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  owners,  as  is  granted. 

That  in  place  of  the  2.5""  article,  it  ought  to  be  conditioned  that 
the  goods  wljich  the  city  may  liave  in  its  store  there,  shall  be  de- 
livered to  the  Colonists  requiring  them  for  cash,  or  its  equivalent, 
calculated  at  as  low  a  price  as  will  be  reasonable,  without  the  city 
being  obliged  to  keep  the  store  continually  stocked. 

And,  finally,  that  further  arrangement  ought  to  be  made  with  the 
West  India  Company  respecting  the  regulation  mentioned  in  the 
33''  article,  to  the  end  that  it  may  be  modified  in  favor  of  the  city. 

Which,  being  considered,  the  Council  agreed  to  the  report  of  the 
committee,  and  accordingly  resolve  and  conclude,  that  the  above 
enumerated  changes  shall  be  made,  yet  in  such  a  manner  that  what 
has  been  promised  to  those  who  have  already  proceeded  to  New 
Netherland  shall  be  performed  ;  and  the  gentlemen  of  tlie  commit- 
tee are  thanked  for  their  trouble. 


EEMONSTRANCE   RESPECTING   THE    COLONIE   ON 
THE  DELAWAKE  RIVER. 


Remonstrance  presentedvn  the to  the  Eight  Worship- 
ful the  Burgomastermnd  Regents  of  the  City  of  Amsterdam. 
The  Commissioners  an«  Directors  appointed  and  intrusted  with 
tlie  management  of  youi^Worships'  Colonic  in  New  Netherland 
liaving  seen  the  modification  and  alteration  your  A\^orships  have 
been  pleased  to  make  in  i^e  public  conditions  offered  to  all  who 
might  go  to  the  said  Colore  in  New  Netherland,  have  remarked 
therein  still  something  whi^h,  under  correction,  they  think  ought 
to  be  changed ;  and  namely :  \ 

In  the  SS'^nd  24'"  Articles, 
which  by  this  cliange,  remain  the  22^  and  23^  articles,  whereby  the 
Colonists  and  other  freemen  \^thout  distinction,  are  bound  to  ad- 
dress and  consign  to  this  city  all  products  and  merchandise  that 
they  will  send  thence,  to  be  by  Its  Commissioners  disposed  of  and 
converted  into  cash  for  the  besttidvantage  of  the  owners,  and  the 
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proceeds  thereof  remitted  back  in  such  goods  as  the  owners  shall 
order,  etc. 

This  has  the  appearance  of  great  slavery  and  restriction,  very  of- 
fensive to  the  i)eople,  and  therefore  we  have  been  willing  respect- 
fully to  submit  to  your  Worships  whether,  for  tlie  advancement  of 
population  and  agriculture  a  distinction  ought  not  to  be  made,  and 
the  rule  be  applied  alone  to  those  who  are  found  in  debt  to  the  city, 
in  order,  when  such  debts  are  discharged  eitlier])y  the  consignment 
of  their  propeily  here,  or  to  the  Director  in  tliat  country,  they  may 
be  at  liberty  to  send  and  consign  their  agricultural  products,  salted 
and  dried  fish,  together  with  whatever  is  to  be  obtained  there  by  in- 
dustry, to  such  persons  as  they  please,  not  only  here  in  this  city  but 
also  to  other  countries,  such  as  Spam,  Italy,  the  Caribbee  islands, 
etc.,  and  such  principally,  because  we  understand  that  the  West 
India  Company  are  resolved  to  grant  the  like  provisionally  to  their 
inhabitants  in  New  Netlierland  (under  sucli  conditions  as  may  be 
seen  in  the  preceding  extract),  such  freedom  and  liberty  being  con- 
sidered the  only  means  to  encourage  the  people  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil  and  to  make  them  more  industrious,  wliereby  the  lands  may 
be  necessarily  improved ;  by  this  means  also  will  the  city  obtain 
much  honor  in  the  payment  of  its  disbursements,  because  every  one 
will  strive,  by  the  discharge  of  his  debt,  to  .arrive  at  that  freedom 
and  liberty,  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  by  refusing  it,  all  will  eventu- 
ally leave  tliat  place  for  tlie  JSIanliatLans  in  tlie  Uompany's  district. 

In  the  30"'  Article, 
which  is  now  the  29"',  enumerating  the  benefits  to  be  enjoyed  by 
those  who  discover  minerals,  crystals,  precious  stones,  etc.  In  case 
tills  article  must  be  understood  according  to  the  letter  and  as  it 
reads,  viz'.,  that  one-10"'  part  of  sucli  discowred  minerals  must  be 
paid  to  the  Company,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  had  better  Ije  wholly 
omitted  here,  wiien  it  can  be  again  inserted  in  tlie  general  condi- 
tions having  relation  to  this  particular.'  In  which  place  your 
Worships  may  then  insert  such  tantum  fot  this  city,  in  addition  to 
what  the  discoverers  must  pay  to  the  Ccttipany,  as  you  will  tiiink 
proper. 


RESOLUTION    OF     THE    COMMON     COUNCIL    OF    THE 
CITY  OF  AMS7ERDAM. 


10'"  March,  1659. 
On  tlie  Remonstrance  of  the  DiiBctors  of  the  city's  Colonic  in 
New  Netherland,  recorded  in  Mmiment  Register  B.,  fol.  20,  re- 
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spectinof  the  encouragmeiit  of  said  Colonie,  submitted  by  Mess"  the 
Burgomasters,  to  the  Council,  it  is  resolved  and  concluded  that  ar- 
ticle .  .  .  ,  concerning  the  bringing  over  all  the  products  of  said 
Colonic  to  this  city,  shall  be  amplified  in  manner  as  follows : 

That  the  Colonists  who  will  have  paid  the  city  their  board  and 
passage  money,  and  discharged  their  other  debts,  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  brmg  into  such  harbors  and  kingdoms  as  thev  consider  shall  be 
for  their  greatest  advantage,  their  wares,  products  or  merchandise 
raised  lu  tlie  Colonic,  except  beavers  and  other  peltries ;  also  all 
other  wares  and  goods,  under  whatever  name,  which  shall  be  des- 
tmed  for  ^  etherland,  the  east  or  the  north,  and  they  shall  be  bound 
to  bring  them  to  this  city,  to  pay  the  public  and  the  Company's 
duty  thereon,  and  generally  to  conduct  themselves  precisely  agree- 
ably to  the  regulation  granted  by  the  Company  to  the  inhabitants 
ot  JNew  Netherland. 

Accordingly,  authorizing  the  aforesaid  Directors  to  alter  the  ar- 
ticles conflicting  herewith,  and  to  arrange  them  conformably  to 
what  precedes.         ,  ^ 

It  is,  moreover,  ulso  resolved  and  concluded  that  the  article  re 
specting  the  discoveries  of  minerals,  marbles,  precious  stones,  etc 
shall  be  wholly  erased  and  expunged,  and  said  Directors  are  likewise 
authorized  to  agree  with  said  discoverers  for  the  best  advantage  of 
the  citv. 


COMMISSIONERS    OF    THE    COLONIE    ON    THE 

DELAWARE    RIYER    TO    VICE 

DIRECTOR  ALRICHS. 

Dated  at  Amsterdam,  the  22"  April,  1659. 
Honorable,  dec. 

In  our  last,  dated  the  IS'"  February,  1659,  dispatched  by  the  pri- 
vate trader  de  Trou,  proceefling  to  the  Manhatans,  duplicate  where- 
of IS  inclosed,  we  have  advised  you  of  the  cause  of  our  neglecting 
to  answer  divers  letters  and\  papers  received  by  the  ship  de  Sonne  ■ 
and  though  they  are  now  taften  up,  yet  the  sudden  and  altogether 
unexpected  departure  of  thia  vessel  hath  allowed  us  no  time  to  do 
so  as  requisite  and  i)oint  by  imnt.  We,  therefore,  liave  undertaken 
to  answer  the  aforesaid  letters^only  generally,  and  in  some  of  their 
principal  points,  without  confining  ourselves  to  any  order,  as  you 
will  be  able  to  perceive  from  what  follows : 

It  afforded  us  pleasure  to  leara  the  good  disposition  evinced  bv 
the  (governor  of  Virginia  to  encourage  and  establish  trade  between 
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both  nations,  and  conse(juentl,v  cannot  do  otherwise  than  recom- 
mend the  promotion  thereof,  particularly,  to  you.  But  as  that 
Governor  is  not  absolute  master,  but  dependent  on  the  Lord  Pro- 
tector and  his  government  here  in  Europe,  you  must  proceed  in  the 
matter  vrith  such  circumspection  and  prudence,  that  you  there  will 
avoid  any  embarrassment,  and  consequently,  this  city,  any  loss  and 
damage. 

It  is  not  strange  tliat  the  provisions  in  the  store  there  are  scanty 
since  scarcely  any  went  over,  for  in  truth  it  had  mucli  to  bear  seeing 
tliat  agricultiire  is  lu'ogressing  so  slowly,  not  so  much,  we  believe, 
on  account  of  the  building  of  houses  and  the  general  sickness 
wliicli  Iiath  prevailed  there,  as  from  tbe  absence  of  all  regularity  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  lands,  or  from  tiie  people  not  having  been 
constrained  thereunto.  This  might  well  have  come  to  pass,  the 
ratlier  as  some  of  them  were  giving  out  that  they  would  not  put 
their  hand  to  anything  during  the  Blessed  year,  as  they  called  the 
year  when  they  were  provisioned,  but  resort  to  the  store.  Such 
persons  should  really  have  l)een  forced  to  work,  by  close-ttstedness  ; 
for  though  the  previously  offered  Conditions  are  herein  couched  in 
general  terms  and  unconditionally,  yet  living  experience  ouglit  to 
have  taught  you  what  this  state  of  things  required,  and,  conse- 
quently, you  ought  not  to  have  allowed  the  good  intention  of  this 
city  to  have  been  abused  in  this  wise.  In  order,  then,  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  thereof  hereafter,  the  city  liath  resolved  to  exjjunge 
the  whole  of  they"'  article  from  the  said  Coiiditions,  and,  furthermore , 
to  make  such  alterations  tlierein  as  you  will  1^  able  to  leain  from 
the  copies  aimexed.  Every  person,  instead,  is  now  permitted,  for 
the  discliarge  of  his  indebtedness  to  this  city,  and  for  tlie  greater 
encouragement  of  agriculture,  to  send  his  crops,  etc.,  to  such  coun- 
tries and  parts  as  lie  will  thuik  proper.  As  to  the  provisions  and 
-clothing  which  may  be  found  remaining  m  the  store,  on  the  an- 
nulling of  the  previous  order,  you  are  recommended  to  dispose  of 
all  them  for  tlie  greatest  advantage  of  the  city,  so  and  in  such  man- 
ner as  shall  be  found  expedient. 

AVe  are  mucli  pleased  to  learn  the  in^provement  of  the  church 
and  congregation  and  approve  the  purchase  of  the  house  in  which 
service  was  performed,  but  not  the  Assessment  and  deduction 
prescribed  there  for  all  real  estate  (vaste  goederenj,  inasmuch  as 
we  have  resolved  that,  agreeably  to  tlie  practice  in  this  country, 
the  40'"  penny  shall  be  deducted  from  all  voluntary  sales  of  real  es- 
tate, and  the  80"^  from  those  by  execution,  and  tlierefore  only  i  per 
cent,  and  no  more,  for  the  Secretary,  besides  his  fees  for  writing 
and  dispatcli.  This,  we  understand,  is  also  tlie  practice  in  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Manhattans.  As  to  what  further  relates  to  the  in- 
vention of  such  burdens  on  the  commonalty,  you  are  ordered  and 
instructed  in  future,  not  to  resort  to  such  proceeding  without  our 
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knowledge,  unless  the  most  imperative  and  extreme  necessity  in 
this  regard  cannot  admit  of  any  delay. 

Tlie  bold  undertaking  of  the  Svvedisli  Parson  to  preacli  in  the 
Colonie  there  without  permission  does  not  greatly  please  us.  And 
as  we  will  assuredly,  that,  as  yet,  no  otlier  religion  but  tiie  lleformed 
can  nor  may  be  tolerated  there,  so  you  must,  by  proper  means,  put 
an  end  to  or  prevent  such  presumption  on  the  part  of  other  secta- 
ries. 

The  required  materials  of  tiles,  brick,  lime,  coals  and  iron  work,, 
together  with  the  powder  and  the  little  bell  necessary  for  the 
church  there;  also,  the  brewer's  kettle  for  Hendrick  Kip,  will  be 
sent  you  by  the  first  opportunity ;  and  as  the  freight  and  other 
charges  amount  to  considerable,  whatever  of  such  wares  may  be 
sold  there,  must,  henceforth,  be  sold  at  an  advance  of  50  per  cent, 
which  must  also  be  the  case  with  the  clothing.  And  this  not  only 
to  the  soldiers,  as  we  had  indicated  to  you  in  ours  of  the  7"^  of  De- 
cember, 1657,  but  also  to  the  freemen,  as  we  find  that  we  otherwise 
shall  sufi:er  loss,  as  you  correctly  apprehended. 

The  timber  received  in  the  de  Vergidde  Sonne,  like  that  previ- 
oiisly  sent,  is  found  to  be  so  indifferent  that  half  the  ship's  freight 
could  not  be  realized  from  it  at  public  sale.  The  net  return  from  it 
amounted  to  only  fl.  1,678.9.8.  Therefore,  that  so  much  should  be 
due  the  city  by  the  shippers,  who,  we  dare  say,  have  suffered  loss 
already  hereby,  we  shall  not  argue,  but,  meanwiiile,  it  all  falls  on 
this  city,  which,  truly,  is  not  thlreby  encouraged.  Therefore,  you 
are  hereby  again  admonislied  and  ordered,  in  case  there  be  no 
heavier  oak  or  hickory  to  be  had  there,  to  suspend  sending  any  in 
future,  unless  the  ships  chartered  by  the  city  must  otherwise  leave 
that  place  or  the  Manhattans  without  a  cargo;  you  have,  then,  to 
regulate  yourself  accordingly. 

We  approve  of  the  purchase  of  the  lots  and  plantations;  also,  of 
preparing  and  building  a  store,  barracks  for  the  soldiers,  bakery, 
guard-house,  watch-house  for  the  burgher  corps,  etc.  But  as  the 
expenses  incurred  by  such  buildings  and  public  works  must  be  met 
by  the  city,  so,  indeed  circumspection  ought  to  be  used  herein  and 
economy  studied  as  much  as  possible ;  for  it  is  yet  too  premature  to 
attend  to  the  ornamenting  of  such  and  other  public  works,  and  to 
neglect  what  is  most  essential,  such  as  the  pushing  forward  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil,  which  is  the  principal,  yea,  the  sole  object 
wherefore  this  city  hath  established  this  Colonie.  This,  then,  cer- 
tainly ought  to  have  the  first  place,  in  order  to  confirm  and  improve 
the  good  opinion  this  city  entertained  tiiereof  when  it,  too  imper- 
ceptibly, suffered  sucli  general  cliarges  and  expenses.  Such,  then, 
ought  to  be  introduced  and  practised.  We,  on  our  side,  will  not 
fail,  henceforth,  to  direct  our  attention,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the 
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sending-  tliither  of  a  larger  number  of  Booi's  conversant  with_agri- 
culture. 

On  examiiiinc:  the  draft  sent  over  of  a  deed  of  lots  \vl1i2h  have 
been  conceded  yonder,  we  find  omitted  the  bond  wliereby  the 
grantees  of  such  lots  oblige  themselves  to  build  on  it  within  ^. 
We  have,  therefore,  resolved  tliat  the  aforesaid  draft  shall  be  am- 
plified by  the  following  clause,  namely :  That  he,  to  wit,  the  grantee 
of  sucl)  lot,  or  his  assigns,  are  bound  and  lield  to  build,  or  cause  build- 
ing to  be  erected,  on  the  lot  or  lots  witliin  G  months  from  tliis  time,  as- 
suredly to  make  a  beginning  thereof, on  pain  of  forfeiting  tlie  a  foresaid 
or  lots,  and  i)aying,  in  addition,  a  tine  of  25  guilders,  together  with 
becoming  subject  to  all  such  ]ml)lic  charges  and  duties  as  are  al- 
ready or  may  liereafter  be  imposed.  With  this  amplification,  we 
thus  approve  of  that  draft,  as  we  also  approve  of  the  metliod  you 
use  in  the  issuing  of  ja'ovisions  and  other  articles, to  the  soldiers 
and  Colonists,  debiting  tliem  therefor  in  their  accounts  at  the  same 
price  as  tliey  sell  at  tlie  Manhattans.  This  plan  must  be  followed 
and  observed  under  similiar  circumstances,  in  order  to  keep  pace, 
as  far  as  posible.  with  tliat  place. 

AVe  readily  believe  that  there  are  still  many  inhabitants  there 
who  earnestly  solicit  the  privilege  of  having  some  cattle,  on  tlie 
previous  plan  and  condition  of  half  the  increase.  As  w^e  fear,  by 
that  arrangement,  such  contractors  will  sliear  the  sheep,  and  this 
city  the  hogs,  you  ought  to  have  truly  and  fully  mentioned  what 
reasons  induced  you  to  contravrue  our  orders  in  this  matter,  as 
stated  in  ours  of  the  7"^  June,  1658:  then  i)ossib]y,  w^e  should  have 
been  better  pleased  and  more  satisfied.  We  must  now  wait  pa- 
tiently for  these  reasons  as  well  as  for  tiie  conditions  on  which 
those  cattle  are  given  out  on  half  the  increase:  namely,  how  long 
and  until  what  time  are  the  young  calves  left  with  the  mother,  and 
when  are  tliey  delivered  to  the  city,  and  what  further  conditions 
are  added.  Otherwise,  we  cannot  judge  of  tiiis  matter,  and  conse- 
quently cannot  yet  fully  compreliend  the  proposal  you  have  sub- 
mitted, although  we  have  had  it  under  cons/deration. 

We  have  all  been  pleased  with  tlie  formula  of  the  oath  taken  by 
those  peisons  who  arrive  yonder,  and  with  the  placards  and  the 
publication  of  a  day  of  Thanksgiving,  and  accordingly  hereby  ap- 
prove thereof.  We,  in  like  manner,  on  the  foregoing  conditions, 
approve  of  the  granting  of  some  land  situate  near  Christina  kil  to 
Jan  Paul  Jacquet,  in  lieu  of  certain  -41  morgens  which  he  then  sur- 
rendered to  the  city. 

We  do  not  now  consider  strange,  but  deem  important,  the  rea- 
sons submitted  by  you  in  favor  of  the  appeal  lying  to  the  Director 
and  Council  there,  from  judgments  pionounced  between  fl.  lOU  and 
fl.  60U,  and,  therefore,  those  only  exceeding  fi.  600,  may  be  taken  in 
appeal  before  the  Director  and  Council  of  Xew  Netherland.     We 
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shall  accordingly  forego  our  speculations  on  this  subject,  in  order 
to  see  by  what  means  it  could  be  more  fitly  and  certainly  obtained 
and  elaborated  here.  In  like  manner,  we  judge  it  ])roper  that  Sche- 
pens  there  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  grant  any  execution  unknown 
to  the  Director,  for  this  reason — in. order  to  be  able  to  consider  be- 
forehand, and,  above  all  things,  to  preserve  the  interest  of  this 
city ;  this  practice  must  tiierefore  be  observed. 

We  liave  been  particularly  pleased  to  learn  that  everything  is  going 
on  peaceably  and  harmoniously  tliere,  and  that  there  is  great  api>ear- 
ance  of  the  Colonie  flourishing  more  and  more  in  future.  That 
such  may  continue,  we  must  continually  consider  by  wiiat  means 
its  prosperity  is  to  be  promoted,  and  the  consequent  advantage  of 
this  city  discovered,  which  will  not  then  fail  in  its  duty,  being  even 
at  present  alreafly  busy  in  devising  means  wherel»y  cargoes  might 
be  sent  thither,  and  consequently  trade  and  commerce  attracted. 
I  shall  advise  you  In  due  season  of  the  result  thereof. 

We  have  sold,  at  ti  reasonable  price,  the  20  tubs  of  tobacco  sent 
hither  on  account  of  one  Captain  Ttiomas  Stegge ;  tiiey  have  ren- 
dered net  the  sum  of  tl ,  as  is  to  be  seen  by  the  account  an- 
nexed. In  case  a  like  number  of  tubs  had  been  sent,  as  we  were 
advised,  we  should  have  proceeded  here  with  the  purchase  of  the 
required  Dogger  and  its  appurtenances,  and,  without  doubt,  sent 
them  on  herewith.  We  sliall  still  expect  the  remainder  of  the  to- 
bacco, unless  said  Captain  Stegge  had  changed  his  mind,  and  accord- 
ingly advised  us  to  the  contrary,  wlien  we  shall  expend  the  said  re- 
ceived moneys  here,  or  else  remit  them  in  such  manner  as  he  shall 
direct. 

We  will  not  question  that  the  order  and  method  adopted  by  you  in 
regard  to  the  issuing  of  the  rations,  both  to  the  soldiers  and  Colonists, 
have  given  much  trouble :  but  as  those  to  the  Colonists,  which  are 
the  principal,  liave  now  ceased,  we  cannot  think  that  tlie  Commis- 
saries, unless  a  clerk  or  lx)ok-keeper,  are  required  there,  so  that  we 
shall  look  for,  by  the  flist\ opportunity  thence,  not  only  the  copy  of 
monthly  wages  and  Cohmists'  books,  with  the  rolls  of  judgments 
and  resolutions  which  have  been  passed  during  your  time,  but  also 
and  especially  a  pertinent  statement  and  account  of  your  adminis- 
tration in  that  country.  Ilerein,  particularly,  thare  must  not  be 
any  neglect  or  evasion,  as  it  would  avail  nothing  with  us,  and  con- 
sequently would  not  be  favorably  interpreted  or  explained.  We  will 
hope  that  you  will  endeavor  to  |)revent  it. 

Thus  much  briefly  and  as  far.  as  time  hatii  permitted,  in  answer 
to  your  private  and  general  letter  received.  Since  then,  and  now 
recently,  we  have  indirectly  lieaM  that  there  is  a  great  probability 
of  minerals  being  discovered  in  New  Netherland,and  even  some  cop- 
per ore  which  has  come  from  henoe,  has  also  been  shown  to  us.  In 
order,  then,  to  inquire  further  about  it,  we  have  examined  Claes  de 
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Ruyter,  an  old  and  experienced  inhabitant  of  that  country,  from 
whom  we  h  ive  learned  thus  much,  that  the  reported  copper  mine 
does  not  lie  on  the  South  river,  but  that  a  crystal  mountain  was  sit- 
uate between  that  Colonie  and  the  Manhattans,  whereof  he  him- 
self had  brought  divers  pieces  and  specimens;  furtliermore  that  the 
acknowledged  gold  mine  was  apparently  there,  for  he,  having  kept 
house  some  time  with  the  Indians  living  high  up  the  river  antl  about 
Bachom's  country,  had  understood  from  them  that  quicksilver  was 
to  be  found  there.  Of  the  truth  of  this  matter  we  can  say  nothing, 
but  this  is  generally  believed  for  a  certainty,  that  minerals  are  to  be 
had  there.  You  are  therefore  liereby  recommeuded  to  inquire  pre- 
cisely into  the  matter  tliere,  and,  if  possible,  to  employ  for  that  pur- 
l)ose  the  aforesaid  de  Kuytei",  who  is  returning  to  New  Netherland, 
in  order  that  you  miiy  be  able  to  ascertain  tiie  truth  of  the  report. 
In  such  case,  you  are  not  to  neglect  sending  us  specimens  both  of  the 
one  and  of  the  other,  to  be  tested  here  which  we  shall  then,  at  the 
proper  time,  anxiously  expect. 

The  reason  that  30"'  article,  relating  to  the  discoverer  of  such 
mi.ierals,  is  now  omitted  in  the  accompanying  copies  and  conditions 
is,  because  there  is  a  contract  between  tiiis  city  and  the  company, 
wherel)y  the  latter  alone  is  benefited,  so  that  the  city  must  enter  into 
a  further  contract  witli  such  discoverers  of  minerals  in  their  district 
there,  namely,  to  pay,  over  and  above  the  10  per  cent,  to  the  com- 
pany, at  least  one  20"'  i)art  of  the  net  proceeds  tliereof  to  the  city, 
or  as  mucli  more  as  shall  be  agreed  on  for  its  advantage.  We  have 
judged  it  necessary  to  preadvise  you  hereof  in  tliis  letter,  to  the  end 
that  it  may  be  hence  forward  put  in  force  when  occasion  present. 

You  will  learn  from  the  accompanying  list/what  families  or  free 
people  are  going  over  at  present,  whom  we  have  consented,  at  their 
request,  to  send  out  in  advance  by  one  of  these  ships  named  de  Bevei\ 
which  is  going  to  New  Amsterdam,  as  their  circumstances  did  not 
permit  them  to  wait  any  longer. 

Herewith 

Honorable,  Honest,  Dear,  Trusty,  &c. 


YICE-DIRECTOR  ALRICHS   TO   GOYERNOR   FENDALL, 
OF  MARYLAND. 


Honorable,  Worshipful.,  Wise,  RUjht  Prudent  Sir: 

Having  understood  liere  that  some  delinquents  and  fugitives  from 
this  place  are  harbored  and  skulking  within  your  jurisdiction,  do- 
main or  distiict,  we  liave  therefoi'e  resolved  by  this,  our  letter,  to 
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make  declaratioii  and  -ive  notice  who  those  i)ersoiis  are,  and  liow 
immed,  to  wit;  Hans  Koeloff,  of  Stockhohu,  Andries  Tlioniasen,  of 
Juthind  m  Denmark,  Conielis  Jurriaenseu,  of  Winseren  in  Sweden. 
J^icob  Jaiiseii,  of  Antwerp,  Jan  Hinfrer.  of  Utreclit,  and  Evert 
iirunts,  of  Auiersfort,  all  soldiers,  who  have  enlisted  in  sneli  service 
tor  a  considerable  time.     Some  of  tliem  have  deserted  from  here 
without  a  i)ass,  in  consequence  of  bad  conduct,  others  tlirou"-h  re- 
bellion and  wicked  disobedience.     And,  bein-  informed  that  thev 
are  skulki.i-  witliin  your  Honor's  jurisdiction,  w^e  were  unwilliii'.- 
to  ne.y-iect  to  greet  y.nir  Honor  lierevvith  by  the  bearer  of  this  lettei" 
ami  also  respectfully  to  request,  for  the  maintenance  of  justice, 
tliat  those  persons,  as  well  as  all  such  who,  to  ^et  rid  of  the  pavment 
ot  their  debts,  have  absconded  from  hence,  whom  we  shalL  from 
time  to  time,  make  further  known,  may,  at  our  expense,  be  sent 
back^aswe  haveaieretofore  done  by  the  (Governor  of  Vii-inia,  on 
las  Excellency's  inquest,  wlio  hath  also  ,.romised  to  recij-rocate: 
for  which  reason  wo  trust  that  cjuity  and  the  p  .licv  proper  to  main- 
tain neiorhborly  friendship,  have  a  ,,lace  in  your  Honor's  breast,  and 
that  your  Honor  wiU  condescend  to  grant  us  this  request.     We 
further  ask,  in  order  to  prevent  such  desertion,  that  henceforth 
lione  of  our  nation  may  be  permitted  to  come  from  this  place  with- 
in your  Honor  s  .lurisdietion,  except  such  as  can  exhibit  a  i.assport 
or  tree  leave  under  our  hand  ;  on  this,  our  si.ecial  friendship  and 
the  service  ot  this  State  depend,  and  we  shall  reciprocate  in  like 
manner,  and  even  much  farther;  desirino- vour  Honor  will  please 
to  allow  us  to  receive  a  note  in  answer  to  tliis.     Awaitin-  which 
we   remain,  after  suitable  comj^Iiments  and   commeiulatii.n  uiit.! 
Ciod's  protection. 

You;  obedient  neighbor  and  servant, 
On  one  side  was  :  "  Agrees.'' 

(Signed),  CORXELIS  VAX  GESEL,  Secretary. 

In  the  margin  stood  : 
New  Amstel,  the  25"'  June,  16o9. 
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ESTIMATE  OF  EXPENSES   ATTENDANT  OX   SEXDING 
100  COLOXISTS  TO  THE  DELAWAPE. 


Anno  IGoO  :  this  27"'  June,  in  Amsteudam. 
Efitimnte  of  the  expense  of  transportiny  and  convei/iny,  in  a  datriertd 
ship,  lou  souls,  Colonists  and  oilicrs,  tradespeople  to  this  citi/'s  C'>1- 
onie  in  JS'ew  Netherland,  icith  vhat,  besides,  ougitt  note  be  sent,  to 
wit : 

Provisions  or  board  for  loo  ])ersons  in  tiievoyat>e  totlie  Colonie,  pur- 
suant to  the  8''  article  of  the  conditions  wliereby  tl)e  city  offers  to 
l)ay  the  passage  money  by  way  of  advance,  calcuhited  for  tiiesjtace 
of  ^  at  6  stivers  a  day, 11.     il.TOO.oo 

Goods  to  trade  for  cattle,  which  are  most  necessary,  as 
without  them  the  cultivation  of  the  land  cannot  be 
l)romoted,  the  sura  of, l.-'>oo.()(» 

Clothing  and  goods  for  filestore, etc..  whicii.  at  least, 
must  be  furnislied  to  the  soldiers  on  accoimt  of 
tlieir  monthly  wages,  at  an  advance  of  •"•o  per  cent 
for  this  city,  according  to  the  C()mi»aiiy"s  custom, 
the  sum  of, l.soo.oo 

Materials, ammunition,  and  otlier  small  mattersneces- 
sary  for  tl)e  constructit)n  of  jiublic  and  other  build- 
ings, and  for  the  defence  of  tlie  iidiabitants,  the 
sum  of, 2.000.00 

Freight  of  a  ship  for  conveying  flic  people  and  neces- 
saries for  ;,;  certain  ("  .  11.  OOO  month, 5.4(to.(i(i 


11.  13.900.00 
Note. — Against  this  last  item  must  be  charged  the  freight  which 
the  aforesaid  ship  would  earn  1)y  bringing  irivate  merchandise  from 
New  Netherland  here. 

And  were  no  ship  specially  chartered  for  the  pur|H)se.  and  could 
tlie  i)eople  and  necessaries  be  conveyed  over  in  a  private  ship,  the 
expense  would  be  as  follows  : 
Food  and  passage  m;;ney  of  100  head  )it  .'50  guilders 

each, 11.      3.000.0(( 

(tOocIs  to  be  exchanged  for  cattle,  as  jbove 1. 500. 00 

Clothing  and  articles  for  tlie   store, Mr. .  as  above,  l.sOO.OO 

Materials  and  amnumition.  as  abovi' 2.o00.00 

Freight  for  conveying  the  aforesaid  jroods  over,  .    .    .  l.i'oo.oo 


11.    ]0. (1(1(1. (10 
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Anno  1(5.J9  :  Ady  27"'  June,  in  Amsterdam. 
List  of  (ioods  to  he  bartered  for  Cattle  required  to  jiromote  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil. 
200  i)ieces  ol'  Avhite  Flemish  linen,  measuriiiir,  jn  all, 

800  ells,  ;it  10  stivers jl      40000 

12  pieces  of  white  and  black  narrow  linen,  measuring 

about  1,100  ells,  at  about  oi  stivers, 300.00 

24  ankers  of  Annis  water,  and  7  ankers  of  bitters 
(Bor  St  water  j^nmounting  together  with  cooperage, 

,^.  ^"r  •    •    ■ '  350.00 

170  pairs  of  shoes  (('.  30  stivers, 2G2.10 

12o  })airs  of  men's  hats  (r^'.  30  stivers, ,    ]  ikt'io 

11.     1.-500.00 


List  of  riothind  and  articles  required  for  the  store  there  to  he 

to  the  soldiers  and  others  at  5o  per  cent  advance. 
2o0  ])airs  of  farmers*  cowhide  slioes. 
including  some  women   and  chil- 
dren's shoes, (^,  .  30  stivers, 

110  pairs  men  and  women's  stockings,   (.^ .  12        " 
lGo])airs  of  children's  hose,  ......(.,.  10 

100  pairs  of  men  and  women's  shirts,   (a  .  ^n        '> 
250  ells  of  Flemish  linen  for  cliildren's 

shirts,  &c.,   .  ■ („  _  10        " 

-^'^'^^^' (a.    3  florins, 

20 boy's  hats („  _    o|       u 

4S  English  caps, («.' 30 "stivers, 

48  red  caps, @_    7 

140  ells  of  coarse  colored  cloth,    .    .    .     («).  50        " 
200ellsof  rus:  clotli,  .    .......    («).    g 

130  ells  of  green  and  red  duffels  for 
women  and  children's  petticoats 

and  jackets, fa'.  20        " 

90  ells  of  baize,  of  diver's  colors,  to  be 

sent  with  the  rest, (,, .    1  guilder, 

Silk,  black  and  colored  thread, 
buttons,  hooks  and  eyes,  cords 
and  other  small  articles,  to- 
gether, for, 


furnished 


400.00 
OO.OO 
32.10 

180.00 

125.00 
72.00 
50.00 
72.00 
16.1G 

350.00 
78.00 


130.00 
90.00 

137.14 


tl.  1,800.00 
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Anno  IGAU  :  Ady  27"'  June,  in  Amstekdam. 
Li.^t  of  some  iron  trnrk,  uiateriaJs  (Did  (tinntiinitlnn  ir]iii-h   arc  most 
jiartindarli/  required  in  the  Colonie  in  (Ids  cit'i. 

lod  pairs  of  liinijes.  of  all  sorts   .    .    .     (a.    s  stivers.    11.     6(1. (lo 
2')  door  and  chamber  locks,  ....     (r/ .  3B        "  4o.(t(i 

.5(1  larsi-e  locks,  -with  bolts, (//  .  is        "  45. (to 

oO  smaller    "  "  (a  .  '['^        •'  37.10 

100  bolts  with  staples,  assorted.  .    .    .     (<(  .    2i       "  12.10 

12  lartxe  cross-cut  saws,  longest  size,  (a.    o  cruilders.  tio.oo 

Lari>enters'  tools,  assorted, so.oo 

100  jrood  i)icks. (//.  22  stivers.  IKKOO 

50  iron  jiots  and  kettles. (r/  .    3  ,t:-uilders.  1.50. oo 

(i.OOO  lbs.  iron.  Hat    anil  sciuare.    ...     (k  .    0        '■  540.00 

300  lbs.  steel 5st.tlielb..  75.00 

12.000  tiles. or somewliat  nu)re .according 

to  circumstances (»  .  is  nnilders,  210.00 

loo.ooii  iiard  brick (e  .    4        •■  400.00 

20  hogsheads  of  lime, ('(  .    3i      "  65. oo 

1.000  lbs.  powder (a  .  4o         ••  430.00 

10  ciialdriiii  of  smiths"  coals 174.00 


11.  2.500.00 


(lOVERXOU  EEXDALL   TO    \'ICE-l)irvECT()r.   ALKICHS. 


S' :  I  receaved  a  letter  from  you.  directed  to  mee.asthe  Eord  Balte- 
mores  Leiftenandt  of  the  Province  olf  Maryland  weliere  in  you  seeme 
to  suppose  yo''  selfe  to  bee  Governo'  off  a  i)eoiile  seated  in  a  i>art  off 
Delaware  Bay,  W''.  I  am  very  well  informed  lyeth  to  the  soveth 
ward  off  the  degree  ffourty  Aand  therefore,  can  by  noe  meanes 
owne  or  acknowledge  any  for  Gouern'' there,  but  myselfe  who  am 
by  his  Lordschip  oi^pointed  Leiutenandt  of  his  whole  Province  ley- 
ing  between  the  degveas  of  thirty  eight  A:  ffourty.  But  doe  by 
these  requyre  &  command  you  pi-e.senth  to  dei)art  fbrtli  of  they  his 
Lordshii)S  Province  or  otherwise  desyre  you  to  houkl  me  excused, 
iff  1  use  my  uttmost  endeauour  to  reduce  that  part  off  his  J^ord- 
shii)s  Province  unto  itts  due  obedience  under  him. 

(Signed  .  .lOSIA.S  PEN  I)  A  LI ). 

Tiie  address  was: 

To  the  Honorable  .Jacob  Alricke.  at  Delaware,  tliese  presen  febui  y. 
Q:  D:  G: 
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^'ICE-DIRECTOK  ALRICIIS  TO  BURGOMASTER  DE 
GRAAFF. 


Bonnrahlc  nnd  Riqht  WorsIiij>fid  Sir: 

Sir,  Mess''%  tlie  Burc:oin;»sters  and  Regents  of  tlio  city  of  Amster- 
dam, liaviiiff  resolved  and  concluded  to  ))lant  a  Colonio  in  New 
Netlierland  on  tlie  Soutli  river,  and  havin.c:  ai)pointed  Commis- 
sioners and  Directors  in  yonr  city  for  tiie  advancement  thereof,  in 
order  that  everything  requisite  should  be  regulated  in  the  most 
suitable  maimer,  tlie  slii])  the  Prins  Maurits  was  accoidin.ijly  first 
disjiatched  witli  about  85  Colonists  as  free  handicraftsmen,  amon;;- 
Avhom  were  some  few  workmen  and  some  future  servantmen,  but 
tlie  major  part  Avere  tradesi)eo])le,  wiio  did  not  learn  their  trade 
very  well  and  van  away  from  their  masters  too  early  in  consequence 
of  tlieir  own  vicionsness.  There  were,  also,  47  soldiers  and  lu  civil 
servants,  with  76  women,  children  and  maid  servants. 

Some  otliers  followed  in  de  Wacg,  de  Sonne  and  Or  Moihn.  but  of 
no  trood  rei)nte:  scarcely  tliree  ^ood  farmers  were  to  be  found  anions 
the  whole  lot.  Tlie  total  tiiat  came  over  amounted  to  about  ir>7 
tradesmen  and  servants:  70  soldiers  and  civil  servants,  the  crew  of 
the  sloo])  included,  in  addition  to  aV)out  800  women  and  children. 
and  the  maid  servants  of  the  married  freemen,  soldiers,  etc.,  and 
wlio  alone  came  here  siiiprle  women. 

From  time  to  time  I  requested  and  recommended  successively,  in 
divei's  letters,  that  (Hily  men  and  stout,  frrowing  farm  servants  be 
sent  out.  and  many  women  and  children,  be  omitted  for  the  jiresent, 
as  agriculture  could  not  l)e  advanced  without  yood  farmers  and 
stroiiii,  laboring  men. 

After  the  loss  and  wreck  of  the  ship  Prins  IJaurits,  the  p^oods,  by 
exti'aordinary  labor,  were  mostly  saved  and  brought  hither,  posses- 
sion having-  been  taken  (.\f  this  place. 

1  also  found  the  sovenuiient  to  consist  of  a  Military  Council  over 
the  soldiers  who  were  luve  of  old;  the  ancient  inhabitants  being 
about  12  ((1 .  13  families,  W^iose  disputes  or  differences  were  decided 
by  the  Commander  and  Uw)  persons  as  schejiens  and  one  Secretary 
thereunto  authorized  by  tlie  General  on  ])elialf  of  the  West  India 
Company,  whom  I  informeA,  at  the  time,  tlint  this  place  had  come 
under  other  masters,  to  wh(>.sp  orders  they  had  to  submit,  where- 
upon they  alleged  that  altliiingh  sucli  was  now  the  case,  yet  they 
expected,  .'evertheless,  that  t)\ey  might  be  permitted,  according  to 
the  Conditions  ottered,  to  coitinue  under  municiiial  government, 
as  was  ordained  on  behalf  of  Hie  Company  and  the  Director-Gen- 
eral. They  were  allowed  to  coutinue  in  order  to  decide  all  differ- 
ences which  might  arise  betweeu  burglier  and  burgher  or  freemen 
and  inhabitants. 


.■!:.'ii  PAPERS  RELATIXG  TO  THE 

As  lor  tlie  rest,  the  Council  uiul  I  disposed  of  nil  public  affairs 
and  wliatevcr  concerned  the  military  and  militia:  (lucstions  be- 
l ween  the  servants  of  the  city,  such  as  civil  olheers  and  freemen, 
misunderstandinus  arisinu'  amonfj  and  received  from  the  sclie]>en  or 
burgher  [court]  until  tlie  arrival  of  the  ship  dr  Wufj.  when  7  Com- 
mon Councihnen  and  from  them  three  new  schei)cns  were  chosen- 
also,  another  Secretary  and  Sellout, 

Two  Elders  and  two  Deacons, 

IJut  before,  and  immediately  on,  my  coming,  lots  or  grounds  were 
distributed  and  shown  to  every  one.  in  order  to  their  being  regu- 
larly built  on  and  fenced. 

And  before  I  had  lieeu  a  month  here,  1  i)roi)osed  io  all  those  in- 
clined to  agricu  It  are  to  look  ui>land  themselves fo)-  their  satisfaction, 
which  they  did.  Moreover,  I  allowed  to  be  measi.'red  out  to  every 
one  as  much  land  as  he  recjuired  and  marked,  as  more  fully  appears 
by  the  written  record  sent  to  the  gentlemen  at  home. 

Furthermore,  I  found  here  few  or  no  hou.ses;  therefore,  since  all 
goods  Avere  to  V)e  secured  against  the  rain  and  from  being  taken 
away,  I  had  first  built  a  large  store,  lit!  (n  .  -'7  feet  wide,  -'A  feet  long, 
tlie  first  story  1(1  feet  high  with  a  loft  under  the  roof  above,  for  a  dwell- 
ing,a  storehouse  and  o;her  necessary  conveniences.  And  as  tlie  foil 
was  small  wiiere  the  married  soldiers  with  tiieir  wives  and  children 
were  not  w(  11  sheltered  and  would  not  live.  I  had  erected,  rigiit  un- 
der the  fort,  a  lonii' barrack.  ](■>  to  17  feet  wide  ami  litdteetiu  length, 
the  room  D  feet  high,  and  covered  with  reed,  also,  divided  into  11 
copartmeiits  :  likewise,  inside  the  fort,  a  giianl-house  1(>  feet  wiile, 
20  feet  long,  covered  with  boards.  Afterw;uxls,  in  tla^  scjuare,  a 
bake-house  of  about  IS  feet  wide.  ;n  w  .  ol*  feet  long  and  the  first 
story  10.  and  the  second  7  feet  liigli.  v\itli  a  garret  under  the  roof 
which  was  covered  with  borrowed  tiles.  I  had,  also,  one-third  of 
my  dwelling  raised  and  imjiroved  wilh  a  square  loft  covered  with 
tiles  in  order  to  belodged  somewhat  dry.  Ai^  a  dwelling  for  tlie  Com- 
missary for  the  distribution  of  the  latioiis,!  built  a  house  of  square 
timber  -1  (a  .  22  feet  wide,  50  feet  long.  tl?e  story  about  9  feet  high 
and  garret,  the  roof  covered  with  board.yfor  want  of  tiles.  More- 
over, outside  the  fort,  1  had  repaired,  arcording  to  the  exigencies, 
the  Clergynuurs  house  and  that  of  the  s»iith.  Item  :  had  a  burgher 
watch-house  built  of  logs  ;  it  is  about  :tl  feet  S(iuare,  the  first  story 
V).  the  2d  8  feet,  and  covered  with  tilir;.  Other  public  lots  were, 
likewise,  set  off  in  the  sfpiare.  so  thatihis  settlement  is  now  pretty 
well  looking  and  convenient :  with  110  houses  built,  which,  at  first, 
afforded  plenty  of  emiUoyment,  tlie  rather,  as  not  many  brought 
(utiier  money  or  means  with  them,  for  which  reason  they  were 
obliged  to  perforin  heavier  work  almost  alone  and  with  l)ut  little 
assistance. 

Meanwhile,  agriculture  was  iio^  neglected,  but  attended  tu  as 
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niiR'li  as  ))(».s«ible.  according  as  circumstances  permitted.  J5ut.  on 
tlie  otlier  iiaiid,  there  came  a  f,'eneral  sicliuess,  attended  by  burnin^^ 
fevers,  etc.,  whicli  sorely  fatijjued  and  opjiressed  t!ie  people,  and 
made  tiiem  jjroan.  In  consequence,  house-building  for  tlie  com- 
mencement of  a  city, and  the  tillaseof  tlie  land  for  a  suitable  harvest 
of  grain,  went  forward  but  i)oorly,  and  not  so  much  progress  fol- 
lowed as  was  desirable. 

The  second  year  was  so  wet  and  unseasonable  that  hardly  grain 
enough  for  tlie  i)eoi)le  and  the  cattle  could  be  saved:  add  to  which 
a  multitu.lf  of  new  cases  of  sickness  again  broke  out  with  such 
severity,  that  nearly  the  tenth  part  of  the  peoi)le  lingered  and  lived 
in  misny,  under  continual  sickness,  fevers  and  langours.  Fully 
more  1 1  Kin  KKi  ])ersons  i)erislied  in  conseciu  iice,  and  a  great  many 
cattle  weie  lost.  IJythis  means,  most  of  the  labor  was  at  at  a  stand- 
still :  this  gave  rise  to  scarcity  and  dearth  ;  most  of  what  tlie  people 
had  saved  was  s]>ent  in  their  poverty,  whereupon  a  severe,  hard  and 
long  winter  followed. 

Tiiis  summer,  or  tiie  third  year,  I  undertook  a  granary  or  barn 
and  a  new  stable  for  the  cattle;  also  to  have  the  lands  fenced,  be- 
cause the  people  were  without  means, and  could  not  accomiilish  this 
of  tlieiuselves.  I  began  it  on  an  advance,  and  allowed  between  400 
and  .".(III  rods  of  fence  to  be  made ;  i(e//i,  enlarged  by  one-half  the 
jliuich  or  place  where  service  was  i)erformed  on  Sundays.  Some 
considerable  victuals  were  given  on  this  occasion,  for,  where  every- 
thing is  dune  voluntarily  or  by  free  labor  here,  one  must  attend  to, 
run  after  and  keep  all  things  in  view  where  many  works  are  mean- 
while going  on  for  tlie  improvement  of  this  place,  and  whatever 
agriculture  demands.  But  as  the  people  can  effect  but  little  herein, 
and  are  unaccustomed  to  farming,  and  new  lands  here  require  such 
immense  labor,  and,  as  tiio.se  who  have  no  assistance,  must  do  the 
work  tliemselves,  being  nnable  to  pay  servants"  or  laborers'  wages, 
as  these  are  very  high  here,  they,  as  yet,  can  ill  or  imperfectly  get 
along,  for  they  do  not  well  understand  tlie  work,  and  have  the  mis- 
fortune of  one  or  two  months'  sickness.  All  tliis  puts  many  in 
arrears. 

Xow  it  comes  again  to  i)ass  that  the  Englisli  of  Maryland,  above 
Virginia,  whereof  J.ord  Balthus  Moor,  resioing  in  old  England,  is 
Governor,  lay  claim  to  this  placeand  say  it  appertains  to  his  district. 
The  above  named  Lord  B.  Moor  hath  written,  or  given  sharp  and 
strict  orders  hereupon  to  :sr  Josias  Feudal,  who  governs  Maryland 
in  his  absence,  to  make  a  minute  inquiry  and  examination  resi)ect- 
ingthe  boundaries  and  jurisdiction  of  his  district  in  these  countries, 
to  give  notice  tiiereof,  to  summon,  and  now  to  employ  further  means 
according  to  his  ])ower  and  the  conjuncture  of  atfairs.  This  is  public 
here  at  present,  and  causes  much  uncertainty  and  trouble  among 
the  peoi)]e.  xVlmost  everything  is,  as  a  consequence,  at  a  stand,  and 
:il— Vol.  V. 
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(n-ery  one  is  tryin.?  to  remove  and  esc;i])e :  and  altlioii.nli.  in  my 
opinion,  this  is  not  so  serious,  yet  it  is  seized  on  as  a  i)retext  by 
many  lazy  and  idlei)eoi)le.  none  of  wliom  have  any  })rositeet  of  ever 
])ein.i,'' able  to  pay.  On  this  account,  they  i)retend  that  tiiey  ouirht 
still  continue  to  lie  sujiported  from  the  store,  which  is  nnadvisable 
and  Avould  be  endless  :  they  assert  that  such  siiould  be  and  imagine 
[would  lie]  done,  by  the  English,  because,  as  they  rejKnt.  better  land 
and  abundance  of  stock  are  to  be  had  there  :  also.  2.000  or  ij.ooo  lbs. 
of  tobacco  \^ev  annum  can  be  earned  exclusive  of  board,  which  mitiht 
easily  be  i)romised.  because  the  English  harvest  is  yet  to  be  saved, 
but  they  are  few  to  jrive  it.  the  Eni^lish  beintj:,  as  yet .  assisted  by 
each  otiier.  which,  in  these  troubles.it  is  hard  to  remedy  here, 
since,  in  conse(iuence  of  more  extensive  settlement,  we  have  few 
l)eo])le  here. 

Divers  letters  have  been  written  and  a]»i)lications  made  from  here 
that  i)rovisions  may  be  continued  to  be  sent,  as  but  small  store  has 
been  laid  in  eithei'  by  the  old  inhabitants  (ir  new  comers,  in  conse- 
quence of  bad  years  and  much  sickness. 

The  shi])  dc  Meulen  came  nyi  late  last  autumn  with  lOo  souls  with- 
out a  handful  of  ])rovisions.  It  was  imi)ossible  to  ])roceed  to  the 
nortii  and  south,  and  nothincr  coidd  be  had  from  the  Manhattans  in 
the  fall  and  before  the  fiost.  as  winter  set  in  on  us  suddenly  and 
earl> . 

The  Commissioners  and  Directors  consideied  so  much  buildings 
very  stranyeand  unnecessaiy.  but  no  work  was  done  but  what  Avas 
essential,  and  if  wcnk  cannot  be  furnished  in  this  ]»lace  by  tlie  city 
to  some  :;■)  or  more,  a  day,  then  they  cannot  live  here.  If  such  be 
stoi)ped.  'twill  cause  many  to  \io  idlp  who  must  seek  employment  in 
one  or  other  neighboring  i)lace  in  order  to  earn  their  living,  as  now 
liappens  Avhenever  any  remove  to  the  English  and  even  to  the  Man- 
hattans. 

It  almost  seems  as  if  those  of  the  South  and  iSorthare  jealous  and 
(head  this  place  becoming  great  and  Nourishing.  To  ])reveut  this 
happy  event.  1  believe  mucli  is  done  to  excite  prejudice  against  it 
and  to  depreciate  us.  to  foment  dissentions  and  to  entice  people 
away.  For  held  lalior  here  being  too  severe  fen*  divers  free  handi- 
crafts i)eot'le,  such  as  various  sorts  of  weavers,  tailors,  shoemakers, 
button-makers,  etc.,  and  tlii'y  being  unwilling  to  Avork  at  it,  and 
the  city  having  nothing  for  them  to  do  and  they  having  no  i>ro- 
visions,  easily  f(nuid  a  pretext  for  loafing  about :  for,  in  couseciuence 
of  laziness,  they  never  prosper,  and  no  payment  is  to  V)e  expected 
from  them. 

The  enlargement  of  this  Colonic  has  been  attended  to  according 
to  order:  besides  that,  a  new  fortihcation  and  settlement  were  made 
at  the  Whore  or  Sickoneysincks  kill,  which  have  been  daily  visited. 
It  was.  therefore,  exi)ected  that  a  shiit  would  have  arrived  in  the 
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s))!')!!.!;:  it  beiiiir  now  hite  in  tlie  year,  and  none  ex]iected,  prrcut  dis- 
couragement has  ensued.  Add  to  this,  tlie  maize  crop,  etc.,  is  now 
injured  by  tlie  Indians,  and  in  tliis  manner  tlie  hospital  is  robbed 
and  bread  taken  out  of  the  mouth,  which  Ave,  from  weakness,  can- 
not prevent. 

Tlie  AVest  India  Comi)any  are  also  enlarging  their  conditions  to 
the  inhabited  places,  Avitli  full  exemi)tions  from  board  and  jiassage 
mont'v.  Tlie  number  of  croakers  is  thereby  increasetl  to  the  dis- 
paragement of  this  ])lac('.  I  yet  hojte.  on  that  account,  tliat  a  gt)od 
shii)  is  at  hand  and  to  arrive  from  day  to  day.  Should  it  hai)peii 
otherwise.it  is  imiiossible  to  keep  this  place  iiji:  it  will  tlaily  de- 
cline and  be  placed  in  greater  danger.  It  is  considered  necessary 
and  lu'oper  to  i)oint  all  tliis  out.  respectfully,  to  your  Honor  in  order 
to  prevent  any  more  damage,  and  so  to  direct  the  management  of 
this  Colonv  that  no  bad.  but  the  best  course  mav  be  adopted. 

Tiiese  lands  and  conveniencies  are  many  and  imi)ortant.  were  they 
somewiiat  assisted. 

Here,  consequently,  it  would  be  higlily  necessary  to  demand  2  or  S 
persons  as  Councillors,  or  of  superior  rank  with  offices  annexed,  as 
may  be  deemed  most  expedient,  in  order  to  establish  everything 
regularly  and  on  u  good  basis. 

This  Colony  is  in  length,  along  the  Bay,  about  9  leagues,  and  on 
the  river  7;  inland,  it  Is  tolerably  deep,  tlie  next  place  being  about 
a  day"s  journey  off.  The  exi)ense  will  not  be  incurred  in  vain,  but 
richly  rejiaid  here :  therefore,  I  humbly  pray  that  this  i)lace  may  be 
]»rotected.  It  will  bring  honor  and  jiroht  if  well  supjiorted,  perhaps 
before  it  is  sui)i)osed  or  expected:  this  State  is  not  worse,  but 
tolerably  well,  and  much  better  than  it  was,  although  a  little  .scum 
still  gets  on  the  surface;  it  is  gradually  imi»roving  once  more;  I 
recommend  it  to  the  patronage  of  all,  which  I  fully  expect. 

In  respect  to  the  3  persons  sent  as  Councillors,  the  first  hath 
asked  for  and  obtained  his  discharge  ;  the  third,  who  was  Commis- 
sary, is  dead,  and  his  place  still  vacant.  The  second  should  com- 
mand at  the  Sickoneysincks  kill,  in  order  to  establish  i>ossessiou  and 
government  firmly  there.  liut.  as  things  appear  to  be  somewhat 
struggling  here,  I  propose  that  he,  M'  Hinoyossa,  shall  return  home 
in  the  spring  to  make  a  verbal  report  on  everything,  and,  as  letters 
cannot  be  answered  so  readily,  he,  on  his  arrival,  will  be  able  to 
to  give  information  and  satisfaction  on  every  point.  Finally,  I 
shall  pray  God  to  bless  your  Honor's  government  and  to  jireserve 
your  Honor  in  continual  health  and  prosperity,  remaining 
Your  Honor's  obedient  and 
Eaithful  Servant, 

(Signed),  J.  ALIIICHS. 

At  the  side  was  : 

In  Xew  Amstel,  the  16"'  August,  1659. 
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njencath  Avas: 
Please  excuse  tlie  prolixity  hereof.     It  ])asses  from  the  thought 
to  tlie  pen.  and  tlieiice  to  the  i»aper;  please  to  look  on  it  favor- 
ahly. 

Honorable  Mr.  C.  de  Graeff. 


P«OCEEDIX(;S  OF  THE  XTX.  TX  KEGAPU  TO  XEAV 
XETHEKLAXI). 


Extracts  front  Lite  3linul€s  or  Ji'rsohdioiis  of  the  ^[{iseiiihlij  of  tin  XIX.. 

of  the  West  India  LonqHOt!/,  Jiuldtit,  at  .iinsterdarn,  from  the  .:r' 

Aiajvst  to  the  ;.',?'"'  September.  KJ.'j'j,  so  far  as  tliei/  relate  to  Xen' 

Xetherlaiid. 

Monday,  the  lio"'  xViisust,  W'AK 

Horn'  I'nielius,  Co])  a  crroen  and  A'an  Xoort,  clergymen  enter,  who 
represented  that  the  Yeneiablc  Classis  at  ])resent  met  in  tliis  city, 
had  de])nted  to  <;reet  this  Assemlily  and  to  inform  it : 

l.^First.  That  they  had  learned  that  rr/7-ioi(.s  scff.s- were  residini; 
in  Xew  Xetherland.  namely,  divers  (^)nakers  at  the  Ihd  Hill  or 
Bhodc  Island,  and  a  i\iind)er  of  Lutherans  at  A'nr  Amstirdam  and 
the  South  rim-,  who  were  i>roi)a<iatinir  theii-  doctrin(»  there,  request - 
in,!T  that  ])rovision  lie  made  therein,  and  their  conventicles  ]ire- 
vented. 

2. — Secondly.  As.  accordintj  to  letters  from  the  brethren  in  Xew 
Xetherland.  .sojiff  Dutch  and  EuijUslt  clenjiimen  were  required  tiiere. 
they  wish  and  recpiest  that  this  Assendily.  in  sn]»])ort  thereof,  may 
adopt  a  favorable  resolntion,  and  ]>rovide  the  place  with  more  Minis- 
ters. 

3. — Thirdly.  As  three  clertrymen  have  died  some  time  since  in 
Guinea,  and  in  the  meantime  the  congregation  are  without  an.\ , 
they  submit  and  propose  to  this  Assembly,  in  order  to  jiroceed  more 
assurdly  therein  and  to  inovide  the  congregation  there  always,  as 
far  as  ])Ossible.  with  one  clergyman,  whether  a  second  ought  not  be 
sent  thither  in  addition  to  the  minister  who  sailed  in  the  last  shi]). 

4. — Fourthly.  They  demand  payment  of  the  arrears  of  the  salary 
earned  by  1)"'  Polhemiits.nt  ])resent  a  nunister  in  X'^ew  Xetherland  : 
also,  that  Reverend  AsstetteiTs  widow,  who  has  been  referred  tn 
this  Assembly  by  the  Zealand  Chandiei-.  may  b<"  jiaid  what  is  dm. 
Which  liemg  considered,  and  question  lieing  ])nt.  it  is  res(tl\c(l  aiid 
concluded,  and  told  to  the  aloresaid  1 )'" .  who.  being  without,  were 
again  invited  in.  namely,  that  the  hrst  and  second  ]iarts  of  theii- 
aforesaid  juoposals  and  retpiest  concern*  d  the  presiding  Chamber  of 
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Amslcnlaiii.  whose  deletjfntcs  ])t'iiis  at  ]>resent  at  this  meeting,  liad 
uiidtTtakt'ii  to  commimicute  tlie  same  to  their  principals,  tliat 
proper  order  may  be  taken  thereon.  But  what  regard  tiie  third 
division  of  tiieir  request,  viz..  the  de-spatchintj  a  second  preacher  to 
(Tuinca.  tliat  tliis  Assembly  considers  one  Minister  enough  for  tiiat 
place  as  there  is  but  a  small  congregation  there,  and  those  from  the 
surrounding  forts  and  places  came  to  church  to  El  Mina.  and  at- 
tend divine  service  there.  Fourthly,  the  minister.  Folhemius,  in 
regai-d  to  his  ])etition,  is  referred  to  the  presiding  Chamber  of  Am- 
sterdam, to  make  due  disposition  thereof.  And  the  widow  A.sstet- 
teifs  ])etition,  consisting,  in  fact,  of  three  i)arts,  etc. 

AVei)xp:s1)AY,  S""''  Sept^  1659. 

Tlie  tirst  i)onit  for  consideration,  whereupon  many  deliberations 
have  been  now  for  some  time  had.  but  no  conclusion  come  to  by  the 
different  members  is  resumed,  in  (nxler  to  finally  bring  tiie  respect- 
ive ciiambers  to  closer  connection,  good  correspondence  and  union, 
the  result  of  which  will  evidently  be  their  complete  restoration  and 
preservation,  the  present  deptities  from  all  the  chambers  represent- 
ing tlie  Assembly  of  the  XIX.,  resolved  and  enacted 

1-— First  and  foremo.st,  each  chamber,  etc. 

7.— And  in  regard  to  New  Netherland.  where  the  Amsterdam 
Cliamber,  and  tlie  Wild  Coast,  where  the  Zealand  Chamber  has 
eacli  already  its  Colonies,  tlie  other  Ciiambers  respectively  will  be 
at  liberty  ( the  resolutions  heretofore  ado])ted  thereupon,  remaining 
in  full  force  )  t  )  plant  their  Colonies  also  in  those  parts  in  suitable 
places,  havnig  no  proprietors,  and  to  allow  other  i)ersons  to  come 
into  their  Colonies,  all  with  iirevious  notitication,  knowledge  and 
approbation  of  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX.,  and  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing, order  and  i)roper  regulation,  not  conflicting  with  the  already 
established  Colonies  of  Amsterdam  and  Zealand,  on  tlie  i)lanting  of 
which  Colonies,  belonging  to  said  respective  chambers  in  tlio.se 
places  and  coasts,  the  expenses  to  be  incurred  thereby  shall  be  de- 
clared and  assumed  as  a  common  charge,  in  order  that  the  reparti- 
tion of  tlie  Company's  recei])ts,  hereinbefore  more  fiilly  specified, 
shall  be  made  in  the  same  manner,  as  it  will  be  put  into  practice  on' 
the  behalf  of  the  Chambers  of  Amsterdam  and  Zealand,  by  virtue 
of  this  resolution,  and  tlie  profits  accruing  therefrom  for  the  com- 
mon advantage. 

H.— What  relates  to  the  general  trade  on  the  Coast  of  Guhiea 
etc. 
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PROTEST  OF   THE   YICE-DIPECTOE  AND  OOITNCIL  OF 
XEW  AMSTEL  AGAINST  COLONEL  FTIE. 


Colonel  Nathaniel  Utii:  :  Wlieieas  you  appeared  yesterday 
afternoon,  at  your  request,  in  our  Council,  and  tliere  read  and  ex- 
liibited  a  certain  Instruction,  which  you  stated  was  done  by  order 
of  M'  Josias  FendeL  Lieutenant  of  the  Lord  Baltanioor,  but  witli- 
out  day  or  date,  or  i)hice  where  written,  beiii.tr sin:ned  by  Philip  Cal- 
ver'.  Secretary,  concerning  our  settlement  on  Delaware  bay.  or  this 
Ct)lony  here. 

In  wliich  said  instruction,  it  is  siniiily  stated  and  alleiicd  that 
this  ])lace  is  situate  in  the  aforesaid  Lord  Baltimoor's  Province, 
and  that,  therefore,  this  Government  should  depart  hence  with  its 
people  as  soon  as  you  had  given  notice  hereof.  Moreover,  you  in- 
sisted that  all  the  lauds,  between  thirty-eight  and  forty  degrees 
east  and  west,  from  sea  to  sea,  belonged  to  tiie  al)ove  named  Lord 
lialthnoors.-  Governor  at  Maryland,  and  whatever  was  in  disi)ute 
concernnig  this,  had  lately  been  settled  and  arranged  in  Old  Eng- 
land. 

Narrating  the  whole  only,  without  prtxlucing  any  required  proofs, 
or  sending  them  to  us,  as  we  should  have  been  ideased  to  have  your 
l)roi)osals  in  writing,  in  order  to  i)revent  further  misunderstantlmg. 

You  further  make  known,  with  words  of  greater  weight,  to  wit. 
that,  in  case  our  delaying  to  depart  immediately,  you  will  be  guilt- 
less of  the  va.st  quality  of  innocent  lilood  that  may  then  be  shed  on 
this  account. 

Unexi)ected  and  strange  to  us  are  these  i)roceedings  and  treat- 
ment on  the  part  of  Christain  brethren  and  neighbors,  with  whom 
we  never  sought,  and  still  do  not  seek  anything  else  than  to  main- 
tain good  friendship,  and  to  whom  we  have  never  given  any  cause 
of  offence. 

AVe  therefore,  again  re(iuest  tlie  proof  already  recpiired  from  you, 
or  some  extract  serving  as  a  veritieation  of  your  chief  assertion,  of 
property  and  boundary  of  the  lauds,  whether  they  were  conquered 


'  I'lULlP  CULVERT  was  brother  of  CeceUus.  Lord  Baltimore.  He  was  named  princi- 
pal Secretary  of  the  Province  of  ilaryland  in  Ki'.ti:  was  appointed  to  &ncceed  Fendal, 
as  (Governor,  in  .June,  li'.iio.  and  was  sworn  into  olliee  in  December  following'.  He  ad- 
ministered the  affairs  of  the  Province  for  about  a  year,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son. 
Charles  CnUert.— Dr.  0' Callagltun. 

2('ECELll"S  Calvekt,  second  Baron  of  BalTinioi-e,  in  tlie  county  nl  Loiifrfurd.  Iri- 
land.  was  the  eldest  son  of  (jeorfje,  tlie  tirst  Barou,  and  Annie  .Myune,  of  llertint;- 
furdbiii-v.  Hertfordshire,  Eufiland.  He  was  born  in  the  year  liiUli:  succeeded  to  lii- 
father's  title,  loth  April.  liiiJ.  sat  in  Parliament  in  IfilU  and  was  married  to  Anne, 
third  da\ifrhter  of  Lord  Arundel,  of  Wardour.  He  died  aith  November,  l(i7."i.  covere.l 
with  ajie  and  reputation,  lor,  never,  says  Chalmers,  did  a  ))eople  enjoy  umo-.'  real 
happiness,  or  were  more  irratelul  lor  it.  tlian  the  iiihabilaut-  nf  :Mar>hind  under 
Cecelius.  the  excellent  founder  of  that  Provinee.— i'r.  V  fulkiulnni . 
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by  stronger  force  or  obtained  by  title  of  purcliase  or  gift;  also, 
what  disposition  lias  been  made  by  tlie  Parliament  in  Old  England 
lately,  or  a  short  time  since,  for  your  principal's  advantage  or  right 
herein. 

We  offer  to  exhibit  to  you,  this  instant,  such  right  as  we  have  re- 
ceived for  the  possession  of  this  place,  both  by  grant  from  their 
High  Mightinesses,  the  Lords  States-General  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands, and  by  lawful  conveyance  or  deed  from  the  West  India  Com- 
pany, in  consequence  of  fair  purchase  and  payment. 

But  if  any  misunderstanding  arise  in  the  propositions  of  one  or 
of  the  other,  let  the  difference  be  referred  to  the  Supreme  authority, 
sucli  as  the  Parliament  and  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords  States- 
General  ;  otherwise,  as  we  are  new  comers  in  these  parts,  and  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  or  what  may  be  in  the  Archives  and 
elsewhere  concerning  it,  are  not  known  to  us,  we  refer  ourselves  to 
the  opposite  proofs  to  be  produced  by  the  General  of  New  Nether- 
land,  under  whom  we  resort. 

Further;  the  second  part  of  your  Honor's  instruction  continues, 
that  you  are  to  offer  to  some  people  and  inhabitants  here,  favorable 
terms  of  agreement  for  planting  and  for  trade  with  those  of  Mary- 
land, witii  i)romise  of  protection  and  larger  freedom,  wliich  already 
has,  in  some  measure,  been  made  here  to  those  bound  by  oath  to 
their  Lords,  masters,  and  to  others  who  owe  considerable  sums, 
and  wlio,  seduced  by  such  offers,  are  wavering,  abandon  their  com- 
menced work  and  opportunity,  get  into  arrears  and  run  away. 
They  thus  become  ruined  and  tiieir  masters  are  cheated  out  of 
what  is  owing  to  them.  Wherefore  we  are  under  the  necessity  of 
protesting,  as  Ave  do  hereby  protest,  against  you  and  your  principals 
for  all  damages,  injuries  and  losses  already  incurred  and  still  to  be 
suffered,  in  order  to  recover  the  same  at  one  time  or  another,  ac- 
cordingly as  shall  be  deemed  expedient. 

For  the  continuance  of  peace  and  quietness  between  the  subjects 
of  the  Republic  of  England  and  their  High  Mightinesses,  the  Lords 
States-General,  we  refer  to  tlie  articles  of  peace,  treaties  of  alli- 
ance, made  and  concluded  on  the  5'"  April,  in  the  year  1G54,  obliga- 
tory on  all  governments,  whether  in  America  or  in  Europe, 
whereby  they  were  all  ordered  and  commanded  not  to  intlict,  the 
one  or  the  other,  any  hostility,  injury  or  damatre,  as  more  fully 
appears  by  article  16. 

We  trust,  nevertheless,  that  you  will  please  to  take  all  the  prem- 
ises into  consideration  and  proceed  no  otherwise  than  as  equity  and 
justice  require. 

We  declare  that  we  are  in  no  wise  inclined  to  commit  the  least 
hijustice,  but  are  very  willmg  to  second,  or  to  yield  to,  those  who 
have  the  best  right.    AVe  refer  whatever  exceeds,  goes  beyond,  or  is 
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opposed  to,  this  and  all  unreasonable  proposals  to  the  sui)reme  gov- 
ernment, or  else  protest  against  all  damages,  as  above. 

It  is,  also,  proi)osed  that,  in  order  to  obtain  a  further  answer  here- 
unto, tlie  General  shall  be  exi)ressly  written  to;  wherefore  tlie  Col- 
onel has  allowed  and  granted  the  time  at  least  of  tliree  weeks,  or 
thereabouts,  in  order  that  a  rescript  or  answer  may  be  received. 
(Signed),  J.  ALRICIIS, 

ALEXANDER  dIIIXOJOSIA, 
WILLEM  BEECKMAX, 
JAX  WILLEMSEX, 
JAX  CRATO, 
IIEXDRICK  KIP. 
By  order  of  the  Director  and  Council,  Director  Beeckman  and 
Mess",  the  Schepens,  the  Secretary  absent.    To  my  knowledge. 
(Signed), '         G.  VAX  SWERIXGEX, 

The  foregoing  Xotification  and  Protest  was,  by  me  the  under- 
signed, in  presence  of  the  above  named  witnesses,  read  and  copy 
thereof  delivered  to  tlie  Colonel.    Signed  as  this:  This  done  at  the 
meeting  as  above.    Done  in  Xew  Amstel  tlie  9""  September,  1059. 
(Signed),  G.  VAX  SWERIXGEX. 


VICE-DIRECTOR  ALRICIIS  TO  THE  COMMISSIOXERS 
OF  THE  COLOXIE  OX  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Honorable,  Worshi)iful,  Wise,  Most  Prudent: 

This  serves  only  as  a  cover  of  the  inclosed  duplicates  of  letters 
written  and  lately  sent  you  and  the  Worshipful  Burgomaster  de 
Graeff.  Since  then,  after  long  and  previous  threatening,  the  trou- 
bles which  the  English  are  fomenting,  unjustly  and  without  reason, 
have  overtaken  us.  Tliey  will  not  listen  to,  nor  make  use  of,  any 
reasons,  making  only  a  verbal  statement  and  delivering  an  instruc- 
tion, instead  of  credential  and  commission,  without  date  or  place 
of  execution,  all  which  is  obscure.  I,  therefore,  could  do  nothing 
more  than  give  a  written  answer  with  protests  to  Colonel  Xathanie 
Utie,  deleg-ate  from  Josias  Fendel,  Lieutenant  of  Baltamoor.  who 
is  Governor  of  Maryland,  the  2'"'  part  of  Virginia,  which  lies  off  the 
English  river  and  adjoins  us;  they  can  come  here  from  tlie  nearest 
point  in  a  day  or  a  day  and  a  half.  As  they  do  not  submit  nor  will 
employ  any  reasons,  so  we  are  obliged  to  listen  to  and  .see  what  is 
intolerable.  They  insist  that  we  shall  move  off.  or  submit  to  tliem 
immediately,  or  at  furthest,  within  three  weeks.  Here  are  only  14 
(a  .  lo  soldiers,  half  of  whom  are  sick  and  unfit  for  service ;  the  re- 
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mainder  are  at  the  Whorekill.  The  burgliers  will  hardly  leave 
their  houses  and  property  and  defend  the  fort;  everytliinsr  is  at  a 
stand;  it  is  dangerous  for  people  to  begin  an>i:hing  or  to  invest 
means  or  labor  in  a  place  not  free,  and  to  which  others  lay  claim. 
I  may  now,  consequently,  admit,  in  the  face  of  all  these  obstacles 
which  are  occuiing  from  year  to  year,  that  I  find  myself  unfortu- 
nate. Mr.  Beeckman,  Vice-Director,  residing  at  Altona,  on  the 
part  of  the  Hon''''=  West  India  Company,  and  I  have  sent  i)ost  after 
post  to  the  Manhattans.  But  as  the  Indians  have,  again,  killed 
three  or  four  Dutchmen,  no  person  can  go  through:  one  messenger, 
who  was  eight  days  out,  returned  without  accomplishing  his  pur- 
pose. We  have  no  vessel;  the  sloop  went  to  the  Manhattans  before 
the  arrival  of  the  English;  the  boat  is  miflt  to  go  to  sea;  we  lack 
even  i)owder,  for  which  I  wrote  over  a  year  and  a  day  ago ;  but  it  is 
long  and  somewhat  late  in  being  sent.  AVe  shall  do  our  best,  ac- 
cording to  time  and  circumstances,  hoping  that  God  Almighty  will 
give  a  favorable  issue.  To  his  gracious  protection  I  commend  your 
Honors,  and  remain. 

Your  obedient  and 

Dutiful  servant, 

(Signed),  J.  ALRICHS. 

On  the  side  was : 

I]i  New  Amstel,  the  20"^  September,  A"  1659. 
Beneath  was : 

It  is  now  reported  that  they  are  to  come  back  in  twelve  days  from 
the  date  of  their  departure,  which  took  i)lace  on  the  11"'  of  tliis  month. 
Meanwhile  I  am  waiting  for  the  letter  of  tlie  General,  who  is  in 
command  there  of  oUU  men,  to  march  against  us.  Time  will  tell 
what  more  is  to  follow.    I  must  be  brief,  through  want  of  time. 

To  Mess''%  the  Directors  of  the  South  Colony. 


y ICE-DIRECTOR  ALRICHS  TO  BURGOMASTER  DE 
GRAAFF. 


Honorable  and  Most  Worshipful  Sir  : 

Tlie  first  and-  last  letter  sent  you  yesterday,  was  by  a  ship,  the 
name  of  which  I  do  not  know,  that  was  to  sail  from  the  Manliattans 
in  a  few  days.  1  forgot,  I  think,  through  hast,  to  state  the  number 
of  houses  here;  there  are  110  in  this  place,  and  16  ('( .  17  more  on 
land  belonging  to  our  nation,  and  13  (a  .  14  belonging  to  the  Swedes. 
In  that  letter  I  had  also  stated  that  2  (a  .  3  qualified  persons  are 
needed  who,  it  may  readily  be  supposed,  can  find  some  employment 
here.    I  have  therefore  drawn  up  a  brief  plan  as  to  the  services  you 
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mifrht  expect  from  them.  Accordiiif?  to  my  opinion,  under  correc- 
tion, they  miffht  be  emph)ye(l,  at  tirst,  as  ordinary  (Joimcillors  to 
deliberate  and  to  resolve  on  all  matters  whatsoever,  excejit  such 
law  suits,  differences  and  contests  occuring  between  Burgher  and 
Burgher,  as  the  Schepens  decide.  Tliey  might  also  conjointly  have 
charge  of  the  chamber  of  accounts  and  tlie  ottice  of  Surrogate  f  Tref*'- 
meesterschap).  for  which  there  is  ijlenty  of  business  here  already; 
also  what  appertains  to  iniblic  buildings  and  fortification.  Besides 
that,  tlie  first,  as  Commissary,  should  have  the  particular  sii])erin- 
tendence  of  all  receipts  and  delivery  or  sale  of  goods,  i)rovisions, 
stores,  ammunition  and  materials  for  building  of  fortifications. 
The  second,  as  Commissary  of  merchandise,  for  whicli  the  profits 
of  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  guilders,  over  and  above  the 
ordinary  interest,  might  serve  as  a  fund  to  defray  all  charges  and 
expenses  here,  the  capital  remaining  intact.  The  third  might  act 
as  general  Ijook-keeper,  to  record  everything,  to  arrange  the  books 
with  what  depends  thereon — these  three  persons  conjointly  remain- 
ing bound  to  send,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  principals  at  home, 
[copies]  of  all  documents  executed  here.  Avhether  resolutions,  con- 
tracts, land  jiatents,  minutes  or  ])leadings  in  suits  at  law  and  other 
ditferences  or  disputes,  judgments,  etc..  without  any  exception. 
"With  consent  of  those  yoiider  tlie  duties  of  Schout.  Secretary,  and 
also,  indeed,  of  Commissary,  of  or  over  agriculture  might  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  above  named  ])ersons.  to  witness  and  suiierintend, 
moreover,  all  business  appertaining  to  this  State  or  city.  In  such 
wise,  the  projirietors  would  receive  entire  and  in  full,  and  clearly 
know,  what  passes  here,  so  as  to  deliberate  and  to  give  orders  on 
all  things  with  more  certainty.  Moreover,  were  you  to  be  pleased 
to  establish  more  si)eedily  and  assuredly,  a  well  begun  project,  I 
think,  under  correction,  that !.'()  or  '25  families,  of  good  agriculturists 
and  farmeis,  well  acquainted  and  conversant  with  the  keeping  of 
cattle  and  whatever  is  connected  therewith,  miglit  each  be  offered, 
in  the  first  place,  30  or  40  cows  (more  or  less,  according  to  circum- 
stances), mostly  milch  cows,  the  remainder  somewhat  younger,  and 
otlier  cattle  on  halves  for  the  term  of  4  or  0  years,  ni  condition 
that,  on  the  expiration  of  such  time  those  of  the  cattle  furnished 
tiiat  have  died,  strayed  or  been  lost,  be  first  made  good  by  tlie  pro- 
prietor from  the  best  and  oldest  of  the  increase;  the  remainder  of 
tlie  increase  then  to  be  divided,  half  for  the  proprietor  and  half  for 
the  farmer,  unless  10  to  12  lbs.  of  butter  could  be  annually  got  from 
each  milch  cow  for  the  behoof  or  profit  of  the  proprietor,  or,  if  better 
conditions  could  be  obtained,  it  would  be  well  that  they  should 
take  effect  on  the  increase  of  the  cattle,  which  would  cause  an 
abundance  of  milk  and  butter  at  a  chea])  rate.  Hereunto,  each 
person  should  be  allowed  two  Imndred  morgens  of  land  or  more. 
The  purcliase  and  expense  of  a  thousand  head  of  cattle  to  be  brought 
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liere,  demand  40  (a  .  50  tliousaiul  guilders  at  most,  in  merchandise 
consisting  of  broad  Duifels,  grey  Osnaburg  linen,  a  part  bleached:' 
also,  broad  Elem.sh  linen  and  such  like  articles,  brandy  and  dis- 
tilled liquors  in  ankers  and  balf  aums,  stockings,  shoes,  shirts  and 
sonie  woolens  of  divers  sorts.  What  are  most  in  demand  here  are 
Duffels  grey  Osnaburgs  and  strong  liquors,  and  then,  from  time  to 
time  there  ought  t .  be  sent  with  all  the  ships,  of  which  two  at  least 
should  arrive  every  year.  25  good  farmers,  who  can  till  the  land. 
Clearing  land  furnislies  considerable  emi)lovment  here:  i)lono-hiucr 
sowing,  mowing  and  thrashing  require  strong  people,  accuslome^'d' 
to  labor,  most  ot  whom  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  men 

Ha  ving  written  thus  far  as  a  supi.lement  to  my  former  letter,  dated 
16   August. the  hitherto  longdreadedandapprehendedtriennialmis- 
fort une  occurred  on  the  8-'  instant,  namely,  the  dissatisfaction  that 
the  English  foment  unlawfully  and  unreasonably,  even  Avithout  hav- 
ing or  not  wishingtogive,any  reasons.   I  have,  therefore,  delivered  to 
the  Dei.uty  m  answer  to  their  unfounded  pretence  and  pro])osal.a  writ- 
ten Protest,  which  is  transmitted  herewith.     Wehavebeen,hitherto 
unfortunate  on  account  of  the  contentions  which  have  annually  oc- 
curred here.    I  have  sent  off  messenger  after  messenger  to  the 
Manhattans  overland,  but  no  one  can  get  through  as  the  Indians 
here  have  again  killed  four  Dutchmen.    A  messenger,  who  had 
been  out  eight  days,  returns  without  executing  his  bushiess.     When 
the  English  came,  the  sloop  was  at  the  Manhattans,  where  she  still 
remains  so  that  M^e  have  been  obliged  to  charter  expressly  a  private 
vessel  that  came  thence  the  day  before  yesterday,  to  send  a  letter 
with  the  annexed  documents,  to  the  General.    I  expect  that  assist- 
ance will  speedily  arrive,   which   God  grant,  to  whose   gracious 
protection  I  commend  your  Honor.    I  remain, 

Your  Honor's  obedient  and 
Faithful  servant, 
On  one  side  was :  '^'  ^^RICHS. 

Xew  Amstel,  2P'  September,  A"  1659. 
Hon''"^  Mr.  U.  de  Graeff. 
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YIXDICATION   OF   THE   DUTCH   TITLE   TO   THE 
DELAWARE. 


Declaration  and  Ilanifest  delivered  hy  way  of  a  Speech  to  the  Honor- 
ahU  Governor  and  Council  of  the  Province  of  3Iar)jJand,  Cliempeak 
hay,  from  the  Honorable  Governor-General  eind  Council  of  the 
Province  of  Xeiv  Xetherland. 

Observing,  first  and  foremost,  the  original  right  and  title  the  sub- 
jects of  the  High  and  Mighty  tlie  States-General  of  the  United 
Provinces,' under  the  lu'oprietary  of  the  Lords  of  the  West  India 
Company  of  Amsterdam,  in  Holland,  i)ossess  to  the  Province  of 
Xew  Netherland,  which  stretcheth  itself  along  the  great  Oceaii, 
from  3S  to  about  4:2  degrees,  and  thence  (including  all  rivers, 
islands  and  Main  continent)  northerly  up  unto  the  river  of  Canada, 
liaving  on  the  west  side  Virginia  and  now  Maryland,  upon  the 
great  Bay  of  Chesapeake,  and  on  the  east,  Ncav  England  :  to  wit, 
that  their  right  and  title  to  that  part  of  the  newly  found  world  of 
America,  partly  come  down  to  them,  first  from  the  King  of  Spain, 
being  at  tlie  time  his  subjects  or  vassals,  as  the  first  discoverer  and 
founder  of  that  New  World,  who,  in  tht)se  days,  after  war  had  been 
waged  and  peace  concluded,  did  renounce  and  give  over  unto  the 
United  Rei)ublicof  the  Seven  Provinces  aforesaid,  all  his  right  and 
title  in  such  countries  and  dominion  as  they  have,  in  process  of 
time,  conquered  and  settled  in  Europe,  America  and  elsewhere, 
wherefore  the  above  said  Province  of  New  Netherland,  the  islands 
of  Curasao  and  Brazil  became,  in  this  regard,  the  true,  proper  inherit- 
ance of  tlie  Dutch  nation  in  tliose  parts. 

Secondly.  As  for  tlie  question  generally:  The  French,  by  one  Je- 
han  de  Verazzano,  a  Florentine,  were,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God 
Almighty  1524,  the  second  followers  and  discoverers  in  the  northern 
parts  of  this  America.  Then  came  first  the  English  and  Dutch  in 
like  manner,  and  took  possession  of  the  parts  we  are  now  in  ;  for 
since  the  year  1606  or  1607  to  about  IS  or  20,  the  English  established 
only  this  Colony  of  Virginia,  by  distinct  patent,  from  34  to  about  38, 
the  Dutch  the  Manhattans,  from  38  to  42.  and  New  England  from  42 
to  4o degrees  ;  the  French,  beaten  in  Florida,  retain  Canada  ;  Spain, 
the  West  Indies  or  Mexico  :  Portugal.  Brazil.  And  thus  is  the  New 
World  divided  among  tlie  Christian  Princes  of  Europe,  by  commu- 
nication of  each  other's  Ambassadors,  to  that  effect,  mutually  agreed 
upon.  For  which  reason  King  James,  of  England,  did  expressly 
will,  command  and  require  that  the  Colony  or  Province  of  Virghiia 
and  the  Province  of  New  England  should  remain  asunder  and  not 
meet  together  within  the  distance  and  space  of  about  a  hundred 
leagues,  which  Avas  allotted  for  the  Dutch  plantations,  then  called 
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by  the  General  name  of  Manhattans,  after  tlie  name  of  the  Indians 
who  first  inhabited  the  same.  And  liere  'tis  to  be  noted  tliat  they 
commit  a  .trrave  mistake  who  will  confine  the  general  name  of  Man- 
hattans aforesaid  to  the  particnlar  city,  which  isonlv  built  on  a  little 
island  :  as  already  stated,  it  signifies  the  whole  country  and  Prov- 
ince, or  at  least  the  same  particular  place  in  the  Province  :  As  for 
exam])le,  it  is  frequent,  with  many, still  at  this  dav.to  sav-to  go  to 
the  Manhattans,  or  to  come  from  the  Manhattans— when'they  mean 
the  whole  Province,  as  they  do  by  the  name  of  Virginia  or  Mary- 
land, for  the  particnlar  town  itself  is  never  named  the  Manhattans 
but  New  Amsterdam.  ' 

And  in  regard  to  the  South  river,  or  as  it  is  called  bv  the  Eno-lish 
Delaware  bay,  in  ])articular:  The  said  river  was,  in  "the  primitive 
time,  likewise  possessed,  and  a  Colonic  planted  on  the  Avestern  shore 
withm  tlie  south  cape,  called  the  Whorekill  ever;  unto  this  dav 
The  Dutch  had  erected  their  States'  arms  and  a  little  fort  there  and 
everywhere  in  their  country,  but  were,  after  some  time,  all  slain 
and  murdered  by  the  Indians:  so  that  the  possession  of  this  river 
from  the  very  first,  was  in  its  infancv  sealed  with  the  blood  of  a 
great  many  souls.  Afterwards,  in  the  year  1623,  Fort  Nassou  was 
built  al)outlo  leagues  up  the  river  on  the  eastern  shore,  besides 
many  other  places  in  process  of  time,  by  the  Dutch,  and  the  Dutch 
Swedes  settled  here  and  there,  until  the  Governor-General  and  Coun- 
cil of  New  Netherland  thought  good  to  remove  the  said  Fort  Nas- 
sou,  in  the  year  16.50,  down  the  river  back  again,  and  there  fix  a 
town  or  village,  as  it  is  at  this  day,  without  anv  man.  from  Mary- 
land or  Virginia,  ever  making  jirotest  or  pretence  against  it  We 
say,  furthermore,  that  we  have  the  proprietv  and  just  right  and  title 
of  the  whole  river  and  of  all  our  above  said  Province, lawfully  ob 
tamed  and  legally  bougiit  from  the  Indians,  the  native  proprietors, 
especially  the  western  side,  which  we  maintain  we  have  purchased' 
from  time  to  time,  to  this  date,  landward  into  the  west  as  far  as' 
and  much  farther  than,  our  line  and  limits  are  as  vet  extended  and 
seated.  By  virtue  of  all  which,  and  the  right  and  title  above  men- 
tioned, we  have,  as  is  publicly  known  to  this  dav,  always  main- 
tained and  defended,  and  will  forever  defend  the  said  river,  a<rainst 
all  usur])ers  and  obstructors.  '    ^ 

Thirdly.  From  that  primitive  time  aforsaid  have  the  Dutch 
nation  in  the  Province  of  New  Netherland.  and  the  Englisli  nation 
m  the  Province  of  Virginia  and  JMaryland  aforesaid,  everywhere 
maintained  fi-iendly  and  neighboring  correspondence  together,  and 
even,  Avhich  is  very  proper  to  be  noted,  in  the  last  oi)en\var,  with- 
out any  pretence,  injury  or  molestation  one  against  the  other'-  until 
upon  the  eight  day  of  September,  this  current  year,  1659,  Colonel 
Nathaniel  Utie  came  to  our  aforesaid  South  river  (by  theEno-Jish 
called  Delaware  bay),  into  the  town  and  Fort  New  Amstel,  erected 
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as  stated,  in  tlie  year  16.50,  and  withoiit  any  special  eonimision  or 
lawful  authority  exhibited  from  any  State,  Prince,  Parliament  or 
Government,  only  by  a  piece  of  paper  and  cartabel  in  the  form  of  an 
instruction  from  Philip  Calvert,  Secretary,  written  without  year  or 
day,  or  no  name  or  place,  neither  signed  nor  sealed  by  any  State, 
Prince,  Parliament  or  Government,  in  a  commandine:  manner  re- 
quired, in  a  sti-ange  way,  that  the  i>lace  and  country  sliould  be  de- 
livered up  to  the  Province  of  Maryland,  as  he  saith,  for  my  Lord 
Balthimore,  going  from  house  to  house  to  draw  and  seduce  the  in- 
habitants into  a  revolt  against  their  right,  lawful  Lords,  Sovereigns, 
Governor  and  Province,  threatening,  in  case  of  no  immediate  volun- 
tary submission  and  obedience,  to  come  again  and  bring  the  people 
thereunto  by  force  of  arms,  fire  and  sword,  whereunto  he  saith  a 
great  company  of  midtitude  were  expressly  kept  in  readiness.  Nay, 
that  the  whole  Province  of  Maryland  would  rise  and  come  to  reduce 
them,  and  that  they  then  should  be  i)lundered  and  tiieir  houses  taken 
from  tliem,andso  forth.  Against  such  acticm  and  insulting  and 
illegal  proceedings  the  Deputy  Governor  and  magistrates  of  the 
aforesaid  river  and  Colonie  have  protested  and  answered  under  the 
signature  of  their  own  liands,  dated  the  9"'  of  September,  16-59,  last 
past,  insinuating  that  the  further  occupation  of  that  great  business 
of  consequence  did  belong  and  must  be  referred  to  the  Honorable 
Governor-General  and  Council  of  the  whole  Province  of  New  Nether- 
land,  of  whom  an  answer  might  Ite  exi)ected  witliin  three  weeks' 
time.  "VVho,  after  having  f urnislied  aid  and  assistance  to  their  sub- 
jects in  the  aforesaid  river,  have  sent  us  the  underwritten  Ambas- 
sadors and  messengers  with  all  speed  hither  to  you,  the  Honorable 
Governor  and  Council,  AssemVily.  or  wliom  it  in  any  w^ay  may  con- 
cern, in  the  Province  of  Maryland  in  Chesapeake  bay,  to  declare 
and  make  known  by  power  and  authority  of  our  commission,  where- 
of we  herewith  deliver  a  dui)licate: 

First.  That  the  aforesaid  injurious  acts  are  done  not  only  against 
the  law  of  nations,  neighborly  friendship  and  common  equity,  but 
also  directly  contrary  to  the  amity,  confederacy  and  peace,  made 
and  concluded  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1654,  between  tlie  two  na- 
tions of  the  Republic  of  England  and  the  Republic  of  the  United 
Provinces  and  their  subjects  all  over  the  world  (vizt.).  Articles  2,  3, 
5,  6,  9,  10  are  16,  whereby  we  proclaim  that  the  said  amity  and 
peace  are  disturl)ed  and  interrupted  by  the  said  Nathaniel  Utie  or 
his  principals  of  the  Province  of  Maryland,  against  the  Province  of 
New  Netherland  aforesaid,  and  therefore  protest,  and  in  virtue  of 
the  above  said  16"'  article  of  peace  and  amity,  demand  justice  and 
satisfaction  for  all  those  wrongs  and  damages  the  Province  of  New 
Netherland  and  their  subjects  iiave  already  by  the  aforesaid  injuri- 
ous proceedings,  suffered,  or  hereafter  may  come  to  suffer. 

Secondly.  We  demand  tliat  all  the  Dutch  and  Swedish  people, 
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subjects,  runaways  and  fugitives,  who  from  time  to  time,  especially 
this  present  year  (for  the  most  part,  deeply  indebted  or  delinquents), 
are  come  over  and  are  skulking  in  this  Province  of  ]S[aryland.  be  sent 
back  to  our  South  river  and  Colonie,  as  'tis  strongly  suspected  that, 
incited  by  the  above  said  odious  and  injurious  design,  they  are 
thereunto  encouraged  from  hand  to  hand.  Declaring  that  the 
Honorable  Governor-General  and  Council  of  New  Xetherland  are 
in  readiness  to  do  the  like  by  sending  back  to  Maryland  all  the  run- 
aways and  fugitives  who  may  come  into  their  jurisdiction  and  gov- 
ernment aforesaid:  witli  notice,  in  case  of  refusal,  that,  according 
to  the  law  of  retaliation,  the  Honorable  Governor-General  and 
Council  of  New  Netherland  aforesaid  hold  themselves  constrained, 
necessitated  and  excused  to  i)ublish  free  liberty,  access  and  recess 
to  all  planters,  servants,  negroes,  fugitives  and  runaways  avIio,  from 
time  to  time,  mny  come  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Maryland  into  the 
jurisdiction  of  New  Netherland,  aforesaid. 

And  (to  say  something,  by  way  of  remark,  to  the  supi)ose  claim 
or  pretence  of  my  Lord  Baltliimore's  patent  unto  our  aforesaid 
South  river  or  Delaware  bay),  we  utterly  disown,  reject  and  deny, 
that  any  power  and  authority  (except  peace  breakers  and  those  who 
act  as  public  enemies,  who  rest  only  upon  their  strength  and  self- 
will),  may  or  can  legally  come  to  reduce  to  subjugate  tlie  subjects 
in  said  river  from  their  right,  lawful  Lords  and  pro])rietors,  who 
have  been  forty  years  undeniable,  justly  and  lawfully  possessed  and 
settled  as  above  said,  whilst,  on  the  contrary.  Lord  Baltliamore's 
])atent  is  of  no  longer  standing  and  settlement  than  about  24  or  27 
years,  and  does  not  contain  any  particular  expression  or  special  title 
to  take  that  river  of  Delaware  bay  from  the  Dutch ;  nay,  not  so 
much  as  Sr.  Eduard  Floetsen,  h\  former  time,  would  make  us  be- 
lieve he  had,  when  it  was  afterwards  proved  and  found  out  that  he 
had  only  subretively  and  fraudently  obtained  sometliing  to  that 
purpose  which  was  invalid.  And,  assuming  that  the  said  Lord 
Baltamore  or  any  other  person  hath  any  seeming  title  to  the  afore- 
said river  or  Delaware  bay,  then  his  Lordship,  according  to  the  SO'*" 
article  of  the  peace  and  confederacy,  should  have  repaired  before 
the  18"^  of  May,  1652,  to  the  Honorable  Commissioners  appointed  by 
both  States  for  the  determination  of  such  and  the  like  differences 
as  might  have  arisen  or  occurred  between  the  two  nations  in  distant 
parts  of  the  world  between  the  year  J611  and  the  18"'  of  ]SIay,  1652; 
after  the  expiration  of  which  time,  it  is  in  plain  terms  pioiiibited 
and  proclaimed  that  then  no  farther  claims  should  lie  admitted, 
which  is  to  be  obeyed.  To  prove  the  true  meaning  and  interpreta- 
tion of  the  aforesaid  thirtieth  article  by  two  palpable  examples  and 
by  evidence  of  your  own  creation  and  chiefest  authority,  tlie  Re- 
public of  England,  we  say — that  when  New  England,  in  former 
days,  claimed,  on  its  side,  also  some  interest  in  our  limits,  and  the 
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Lord  Protector's  sliips  in  oj^en  war  were  sent  hitlier  to  sul)due  the 
aforesaid  Province  of  New  Netherland,  tlie  latter  renounced  and 
abandoned  their  design  when  peace  was  concluded,  and  went  against 
the  French;  so  that  tlie  riglit  and  title  the  Dutch  nation  have  unto 
their  Province  of  New  Netherland  aforesaid,  stand  ever  since,  to 
tliis  day  and  forever,  more  and  more  confirmed  and  ratified.  But, 
forasmuch  ;is  mention  and  question  are  now  made  of  our  western 
limits,  and  we  have  thereupon  ]»received  and  sus])ected  tliat  tlie 
Bay  of  Chesaiieal^e,  in  tlie  ui)permost  part  thereof,  winds  so  much 
to  the  northeast  and  runs  into  our  line  about  Sassafrax  and  Elk 
rivers,  we  therefore  lay  also  claim  to  tliose  parts  until,  by  due  ex- 
amination hereafter,  the  truth  hereof  may  be  found  out  or  agreed 
and  settled  amongst  us  otherwise. 

Lastly  and  finally,  to  conclude  :  The  Honorable  Governor-General 
and  Council  of  New  Netherland  aforesaid,  do  declare  and  notify 
that  as  they,  on  their  side,  have  never  intended  any  wrong  or  offence 
to  the  Province  of  Virginia,  or  now.  Maryland,  in  the  Bay  of  Ches- 
apeake, so  tiiey  desire  to  continue  still  there  with  all  neighborly 
amity,  confederacy  and  friendship,  saving  or  providing  only  that 
justice  and  satisfaction  be  given  as  hereinbefore  stated.  Proi)ound- 
ing  further,  by  way  of  advice,  to  prevent  further  mischief,  that 
three  reasonable  pei-sons  on  each  side,  maybe  ap])ointed  out  of  each 
Province  aforesaid,  to  meet  a  certain  day  and  time  about  half  way 
between  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake  and  the  aforesaid  South  river  or 
Delaware  bay,  at  a  certain  hill  wiiere  tlie  lieads  of  Sassafrax  and  of 
anotlier  river  which  fiows  into  our  river,  come  almost  close  togetliei', 
with  full  power  and  commission  there  to  settle  the  bounds  and 
limits  between  the  aforesaid  Province  of  Maryland  forever,  if  pos- 
sible, otherwise  to  refer  any  difference  that  may  exist,  in  case  of 
disagreement,  to  the  Lords  Proi)rietoi-s  (u-  Sovereigns  in  Europe,  on 
both  sitles  ;  but,  in  the  meanwhile,  all  further  hostility  and  infrac- 
tion on  each  other  to  cease  and  determine  :  so  tliat  the  Honorable 
Governor-General  and  Council  of  New  Netherland  being  hereof 
assured,  further  charges  and  damages  excused,  may  cull  their  sol- 
diers home  who  are  kept  tliere  only  to  del  end  their  Province  and 
Colonie  aforesaid,  and  a  fair  corresi)ondence  may  be,  on  both  sides, 
maintained,  as  hath  heretofore  always  been  the  case  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  If  this  be  refused  and  not  accepted,  we  do  proclaim  our 
innocence  and  ignorance  to  all  the  world,  and  do  jn'otest,  generally, 
against  all  wrongs,  injuries,  costs  and  damages  ali'eady  sustained 
and  sulfered,  or  as  yet  to  be  suffered  and  sustained  ;  declaring  and 
manifesting  that  we  are,  and  then  shall  be.  necessitated  and  forced 
[to  jiroceed],  l)y  way  of  retort  and  reprisal,  according  to  the  24""  ar- 
ticle of  the  peace,  in  order  to  ])reserve  and  maintain  our  right  and 
propriety  to  onr  aforesaid  South  river  Colonie,  or  Delaware  bay, 
and  our  subjects  lives,  liberties  and  estates,  as  God,  in  cur  just 
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cause,  shall  strengthen  and  enable  us.  Desiring  this  may  be  re- 
corded and  notified  unto  all  whom  it  in  any  way  may  concern,  with 
the  true  meaning  and  tenor  thereof,  and  that  a  speedy  answer  and 
dispatch  may  be  given  to  us  in  writing  from  you,  the  Honorable 
Governor  and  Council  of  the  Province  of  Maryland,  to  he  returned 
to  our  Honorable  Governor-General  and  Comicil  of  the  Province  of 
New  Netherland,  and  recorded  in  like  manner. 

And  so  wishing  God  Almighty  to  conduct  both  your  Honors  to  all 
prudent  results,  so  that  we  may  live  neighborly  togetiier  in  this 
wilderness,  to  the  advancement  of  God's  glory  and  of  the  kingdom 
of  Heaven  amongst  the  Heathen,  and  not  to  tlie  destruction  of  each 
other's  Christian  blood,  Avliereby  the  Heathen  and  barbarous  Indians 
are  strengtliened,  Init  rather  that  we  may  conclude  a  league  of  love 
and  alliance  together  against  them. 

"Written  and  signed  by  our  own  hands  in  the  Province  of  Mary- 
land in  the  Great  Bay  of  Chesapeake,  at  St;  Mary's  County,  and 
delivered  the  Sixth  day  of  October,  Anno  Domini,  16o9,atPatuxent 
at  Mr.  Bateman's  house. 

(Signed),  AUGUSTINE  HEERMANS, 

RESOLVE RT  WALDRON. 


EXTRACT  OF  THE  PATENT  GRANTED  TO  LORD 
BALTIMORE. 


Extract  out  of  y"  patente  off  my  Lord  Cecilius  Calvert,  Knight  and 
Bar 071  Balthamoor,  etc. 

II. — Whereas  our  well  beloved  and  right  trusty  subject,  Cecilius 
Calvert,  Baron  of  Baltimore,  in  our  kingdom  of  Ireland,  son 
and  heir  of  George  Calvert,  knight,  late  Baron  of  Baltimore, 
in  our  said  kingdom  of  Ireland,  treading  in  the  steps  of  his  father, 
being  animated  with  a  laudable  and  pious  zeal  for  extending  the 
Christian  religion,  and  also  tlie  territories  of  our  empire,  hath  hum- 
bly besought  leave  of  its  that  he  may  transport,  by  his  own  industry 
and  expense,  a  numerous  Colony  of  the  English  nation,  to  a  certain 
region  hereinafter  described,  in  a  country  hitherto  uncultivated,  in 
the  parts  of  America,  and  partly  occupied  by  savages,  having  no 
knowledge  of  the  Divine  Being,  and  that  all  that  region,  with  some 
certain  privilegesand  jurisdictions  appertaining  unto  the  wliolesome 
government  and  state  of  his  Colony  and  region  aforesaid,  may,  by 
our  Royal  Highness,  be  given,  granted  and  confirmed  unto  liim  and 
his  heirs. 

III. — Know^  ye,  therefore,  that  We,  encouraging,  with  our  royal 
favour,  the  pious  and  noble  purpose  of  the  aforesaid  Barons  of  Bal- 
22— Vol.  V. 
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TiMORE,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion, 
liave  GIVEN,  GRANTED  and  CONFIRMED,  and  by  this,  our  present 
CHARTER,  for  US,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give,  grant  and 
CONFIRM, unto  the  aforesaid  CECiLius,now  Baron  of  Baltimore, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  part  of  the  Peninsula,  or  Chersonese, 
lying  in  the  parts  of  America,  between  the  ocean  on  the  east,  and 
the  Bay  of  Chesapeake  on  the  west ;  divided  from  the  residue  thereof 
by  a  right  line  drawn  from  the  promontory,  or  head-land,  called 
Waikin''s  Point,  situate  upon  the  Bay  aforesaid,  near  the  River 
Wiglico,  on  the  west,  unto  the  main  ocean  on  the  east ;  and  between 
that  boundary  on  the  south,  unto  that  part  of  the  Bay  of  Delaware 
on  the  north,  which  lieth  under  the  fortieth  degree  of  north  latitude 
from  tlie  oe(iuinoctial,  where  New  Evgland  is  terminated  :  and  all 
the  tract  of  that  land  within  the  metes  underwritten  (tliat  is  to  say), 
passing  from  the  said  Bay,  called  Delaware  hay,  in  a  right  line,  by 
the  degree  aforesaid,  unto  the  true  meridian  of  the  first  fountain  of 
the  River  Paffottmact,  thence  verging  towards  the  south  unto  the 
farther  bank  of  the  said  river,  and  following  the  same  on  the  west 
and  south  unto  a  certain  i)lace  called  CingiiacA:,  situate  near  the  mouth 
of  the  said  river,  where  it  disembogues  into  the  aforesaid  Bay  of 
Chesapeake,  and  thence  by  the  shortest  line  unto  the  aforesaid  prom- 
ontory or  place,  called  Watkin''s  Point,  so  that  the  whole  tract  of 
land,  divided  l)y  the  line  aforesaid,  between  the  main  ocean  and 
Watkin's  Point,  unto  the  promontory  called  Cape  Charles,  and 
every  the  appendages  thereof,  may  entirely  remain  excepted  forever 
to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors. 

lY. — Also.  AVe  do  grant,  and  likewise  confirm  unto  the  said 
Baron  of  Baltimore,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  islands  and  islets 
within  the  limit  aforesaid,  all  and  singular  the  islands  and  islets, 
from  the  eastern  shore  of  the  aforesaid  region  towards  the  east, 
which  have  been,  or  shall  be  formed  in  the  sea,  situate  within  ten 
marine  leagues  from  the  said  shore ;  with  all  and  singular  the  ports, 
harbors,  bays,  rivers  and  straits  belonging  to  the  region  or  islands 
aforesaid,  and  all  the  soil,  plains,  woods,  mountains,  marshes, 
lakes,  rivers,  bays  and  straits,  situate,  or  being  within  the  metes, 
bounds  and  limits  aforesaid,  with  the  fishings  of  every  kind  of  fish, 
as  well  of  wiiales,  sturgeons,  or  other  royal  fish,  as  of  other  fish  in 
the  sea.  bays,  straits,  or  rivers,  within  the  premises,  and  the  fish 
there  taken :  and  moreover,  all  veins,  mines  and  quarries,  as  well 
opened  as  hidden,  already  found,  or  that  shall  be  found  within  the 
region,  islands,  or  limits  aforesaid,  of  gold,  silver,  gems,  and  pre- 
cious stones,  and  any  other  whatsoever,  whether  they  be  of 
stones  or  metals,  or  of  any  other  thing  or  matter  whatsoever:  and 
furthermore,  the  patronages  and  advowsons  of  all  churches 
which  (with  the  increasing  worship  and  religion  of  Christ),  within 
the  said  region,  islands,  islets  and  limits  aforesaid,  hereafter  shall 
happen  to  be  built.     ***** 
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y.— And  AVE  do  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, MAKE,  CREATE,  and  CONSTITUTE  HIM,  the  now  Baron  of 
Baltimore,  and  liis  heirs,  the  true  and  absolute  lords  and 
PROPRIETARIES  of  tlie  region  aforesaid,  and  of  all  other  the  pre- 
mises (except  the  before  excepted),  saving, always,  the  faith  and  al- 
legiance and  sovereign  dominion  due  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors. 

This  is  a  true  extract  off  the  lort  Baltimore's  patent  off  the  Prov- 
ince off  Maryland. 

Examined  by  me. 

(Signed),  CECIL  LAXGFORD. 

This  aforesaid  extract  is  exactly  taken  from  the  authentic  copy 
of  my  Lord  Baltamoor's  patent  shown  and  permitted  to  be  extracted 
this  tV  October,  1659,  at  Patuxen,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Bateman 
Done  by  me. 


OBSERVATIONS  OF  MESSRS.  HEERMANS  AND 

WALDRON  ON  LORD  BALTIMORE'S 

PATENT. 


Uppon  the  Sight  and  View  off  Milord  Baltemore's  patents  this 
7  dayh  off  Oetob.  1659,  presented  unto  us  by  the  Hon=  Gouvrneur 
and  Concel  off  Maryland : 

To  say.  Reserved  only  what  the  Hon''  Govuer^-Generale  and  Con 
eel  of  the  New  Netherl'^  in  the  behalf  off  Ou^  Lords  proi^rietors  and 
Souveraignes,  the  high  and  mightie  States-General  off  the  United 
Province  might  have  to  alleadge  against  it. 

Wee  repeete  and  replye  ou^  former  declaration  and  manifesta- 
tione,  the  Sixth  off  this  jnstance,  delivered  unto  the  Honorable 
Gouvernor  and  Councelle  off  the  Province  of  Marylandt  and  savs 
further :  •' 

That  the  originall  and  fundation  off  the  afores^  patent  sheweth 
and  maked  appear  that  Mylord  Baltamore  heas  hath  to  his  Royall 
Majestie  off  England  petitioned  for  a  Country  in  the  parte  ^ff 
America  that  was  not  seated  and  taken  in  before,  one  lie  inhabited 
as  hee  saith  by  a  certain  barbarous  people,  the  Indians,  uppon  w" 
ground  his  Royall  Majesty,  did  grant  and  confirm  the  patente. 

But  now  whereas  our  South  River  off  old  called  Nassau  River  off 
the  Niew  Netherl"  by  the  Inglisch  surnamed  delowar,  was  taken  in 
appropriated  and  purchased  by  vertue  off  commissione  and  grante 
from  the  high  &  michty  States-General  off  the  United  Provinces 
long  before.  Therefore,  [it  was]  in  his  Royal  Mayestves  intention 
and  justice,  not  to  have  given  and  graunted  that  parte  off  a  Country 
w :  before  was  taken  in  possessioue  and  seated  [by  the  subjects  of 
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the  High  and  Miglity  States-General  of  the  United]  Provinces  as  is 
declared  and  manifested  lieretofore  soo  that  the  clayme  Mylord 
Baltiiamore's  i>atent  speaks  oft  to  Delawar  baye  or  a  parte  there  off 
in  severall  otlier  respects  and  particulars  is  in  valide,  off  which  we 
desire  that  notice  maye  bee  taken.    Actum  as  above. 


GOYEEXOR  AND  COUNCIL  OF  MARYLAND  TO  THE 
DIRECTOR,  &c.,  OF   NEW   NETHERLAND. 


Honorable  Gextlemex:  We  liave  received  your  letters  of 
credence  by  the  liands  of  Mess''  Augustine  Heerman  and  Resolved 
Waldron,  your  Ambassadors.  wl)erein,  as  we  rind  many  expressions 
of  love  and  amity,  we  accomi)t  ourselves  obliged  to  return  you  real 
thanks  in  unfolding  the  cause  which,  as  it  seems,  hath  been  the 
reason  of  your  astonishment,  and.  as  the  matter  shall  permit,  give 
you  that  satisfaction  which,  with  reason, you  can  expect,  and  which 
we  likewise  shall  exi)ect  from  you  in  the  rendering  to  us  as  substi- 
tutes of  the  Right  Honorable  Cecilius.  Lord  Baron  of  JBaltemore, 
Lord  Pro]irietary  of  this  Province,  &c.,  tliat  i)art  of  his  Lordsliip's 
Province  lying  in  Delaware  bay,  to  us  entrusted,  and  by  you,  as  it 
seems,  injuriously  seated  in  lU'ejudice  to  liis  Lordship's  just  right 
and  title. 

For'  answer,  therefore,  unto  your  demands,  by  your  said  agents 
made,  we  say  that  Colonel  Nathaniel  Utie  was  by  us,  in  ])ursuance 
of  a  command  from  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Proprietaiy,  ordered 
to  make  his  re])air  to  a  certain  peoi)le  seated  upon  Delaware  bay, 
witliin  the  40th  degree  of  northerly  latitude  from  the  equinoctial 
line,  to  let  them  know  that  they  were  residing  within  our  jin-isdic- 
tion  without  our  knowledge,  much  less  our  license,  without  grant 
of  land  from,  or  oath  of  fidelity  to  his  Lordship  taken,  both  which 
are  expressly  by  his  conditions  of  plantation  and  laws  to  all  comers 
here  to  inhabit,  conditioned  and  enjoined;  and,  furtlier,  to  offer 
unto  them  sucli  conditions  in  case  they  intended  there  to  stay,  as 
we  ourselves  enjoy.  But  in  case  of  refusal  and  abode  there  made, 
to  let  them  know  Ave  sliould  use  lawful  means  to  reduce  them  to 
that  obedience  which  all  people  witliin  the  degree  aforesaid  are 
bound  to  yield  unto  us  intrusted  within  this  Provhice  by  the  Right 
Honorable  Lord  Baltemore,  sole  and  absolute  Lord  and  Proprietary 
of  the  same,  by  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  bearing 
date  20"^  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  163  ,  and  since  by 
act  of  Parliament  confirmed  (a  copy  whereof  we  liave  shown  to 
your  said  Ambassadors).  And  since  you,  by  your  Avritng  as  well 
by  your  Ambassadors,  do  insinuate  that  the  said  Colony  in  Dela- 
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ware  bay  is  seated  there  by  and  under  your  command,  we  do  pro- 
test, as  well  against  them  and  you.  as  against  all  other  persons, 
eitlier  principals  or  abettors  in  the  said  intrusion  upon  our  bounds 
and  contines,  in  order  all  damages  and  costs  in  due  time,  and  by 
all  laAvful  means  to  recover  which  we  either  have  experienced,  or 
shall  at  any  time  hereafter  sustain,  as  well  as  the  place  so  seated 
within  our  bounds  and  limits,  and  unjustly  by  you  retained. 

The  original  right  of  the  Kings  of  England  to  this  country  and 
territory  must  be  our  endeavor  to  maintain,  not  our  discourse  to 
controvert,  or  in  the  least  our  attempt  to  yield  up,  as  being  that 
which  we  can  neither  accept  from  any  otlier  power  nor  surrender  to 
any  other  authority,  without  the  consent  of  our  Supreme  Magistracy, 
their  successors  in  the  government  of  England,  though  we  cannot 
.but  remind  you  that  is  no  difficult  matter  to  sliow  the  utter  nulity 
of  your  pretended  title  to  that  part  of  tliis  Province  wliere  those 
people  live,  who  are  now,  if  at  all,  for  the  first  time  owned  by  the 
High  and  Mighty  States,  to  be  seated  in  Delaware  bay.  by  their  order 
and  authority,  and  that  your  ])atent  (if  you  have  any)  from  the 
States-General  of  the  United  Provinces,  is  invalid,  void  and  of  no 
effect. 

And  as  to  those  instructions  by  us  delivered  to  the  said  Colonel 
Nathaniel  Utie,  so  much  insisted  on  Ijy  you,  we  say  :  they  are  such 
as  every  person,  inhabitant  of  this  Province,  ought  to  take  notice 
of  as  being  subscribed  by  the  Secretary  of  this  Province,  and  to  no 
other  did  we  give  them  or  he  make  use  of  them.  Neither  can  we 
believe  the  High  and  Mighty  States-General,  &c.,  do  think  or  will 
now  own  tliose  people  at  Delaware  bay  to  be  there  seated  by  their 
authority,  since  they  have  heretofore  protested  to  the  Supreme  au- 
thority tlien  in  England,  not  to  own  their  intrusion  upon  their  ter- 
ritories and  dominions.  As  to  indebted  persons,  if  any  be  here  that 
are  to  you  engaged,  our  courts  are  open  and  our  justice  sp.'edy,  and 
denied  to  none  that  shall  demand  it  of  us,  which  we  think  is  as 
much  as  can,  in  reason,  be  expected,  and  the  self  same  course  we 
take,  and  the  only  remedy  we  afford  to  our  neighbor  Colony  of  Vir- 
ginia and  our  fellow-subjects  and  brethern  of  England.  Thus 
hoping  that  you  will  seriously  weigh  the  consequences  of  your  ac- 
tions, we  rest  in  expectation  of  such  a  compliance,  as  the  style  you 
give  yourselves  imports  having  taught  us  to  subscribe  ourselves 
Your  affectionate  friends  and  neighbors, 

(Signed)  JOSIAS  EENDAL. 

Beneath  was : 

Signed  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
the  Province  of  Maryland,  [October  7'",  1659,  o.  s.] 

PHILIP  CALVERT,  Sec\ 
Lower  was : 

Agrees  with  the  copy, 

(Signed)  CORNELIS  VAN  GEZEL,  Sec-^ 
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JOURNAL  OF   THE  DUTCH  EMBASSY  TO  MARYLAND. 


Journal  kept  by  Axtxjustine  Heermans  during  his  Embassy  from  the 
Might  Honorable  the  Director-General,  Petrus  Stuyvesani  and  the 
Supreme  Council  of  JS^ew  JVetherland,  to  the  Hon"'  Governor-Gen- 
eral and  Council  of  Maryland,  touching  the  pretensions  set  up  by 
Colonel  Nathaniel  TJtie  to  the  South  river. 

1659.  September  SO'*",  Tuesday.  Set  out  on  our  journey  from  New 
Amstel  about  noon,  accompanied  by  Resolved  Waldron  and  our  at- 
taclied  soldiers  and  guides,  and,  after  traveling:  about  an  hour,  ar- 
rived at  a  small  creek  which  comes  from  the  huntinc:  country.  Our 
course,  as  we  computed,  was  W.  N.  AV.  About  four  miles  and  a 
half  further  came  to  a  little  creek  or  run  of  water,  which  we  sup- 
pose flows  from  Jaegcr-s  (the  Hunter's).  Our  course  was  due  west, 
and,  having  traveled  about  thi-ee  miles  further,  came  to  another  run 
of  water  flowing  southwards,  where  we  must  encamp  for  the  night, 
as  the  Indians  would  not  proceed  any  farther.  Nothing  occurred 
on  tlie  way  except  hearing  a  shot  fired  to  the  north  of  us,  which  the 
Indians  doubted  not  was  by  an  Englishman.  Whereupon  we  fired 
3  shots,  to  see  if  we  should  be  answered,  but  observed  nothing. 

October  T',  Wednesday.  In  the  morning,  before  sunrise,  ])roceeded 
on  our  course  AV.  by  S.,  and  so  directly  South  again,  crossed  two 
little  runs  of  water,  branches,  as  we  surmised,  of  the  South  river, 
and  some  dry  thickets.  The  country  afterwards  became  hilly,  and 
again  low  ;  about  9  o'clock,  came  to  the  first  stream  that,  the  In- 
dians said,  flowed  into  the  Bay  of  Virginia,  where  we  breakfasted  ; 
we  computed  it  to  be  about  5  leagues  from  NeAV  Amstel.  This 
stream,  the  Indians  stated,  is  called,  in  their  tongue,  Cimamus, 
wliich  signifies  Hare  river,  because  tlie  whole  of  this  point  (hoeck) 
is  so  named. 

From  this  spring  we  pioceeded  S.  W. and  W.  S.  W.  straight  across 
the  woods,  without  a  path,  and  about  1  league  or  somewhat  more, 
struck,  as  was  presumed,  the  same  kill ;  following  it  along  to  where 
the  tide  comes  up,  we  found  the  boat  which  the  Indians  mentioned, 
hauled  on  shore,  and  almost  entirely  dried  up. 

We  embarked  and  dismissed  our  4  guides,  but  Sander  Poeyer, 
witli  his  Indian,  accompanied  us;  shortly  after  we  pushed  off,  the 
boat  became  half  full  of  water,  whereupon  we  were  obliged  to  land 
and  turn  the  boat  ujiside  down ;  we  caulked  the  seams  somewhat 
with  old  linen,  our  people  having  left  behind  them  the  tow  which 
had  been  given  them  for  tliat  purpose,  and  thus  made  it  a  little 
tighter,  but  one  was  obliged  to  sit  continually  and  bail  out  the  water. 
In  that  way,  we  came  with  the  same  tide  a  good  league  and  a  half 
down  Elk  river,  and  found  ourselves  at  its  east  branch,  where  we 
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built  a  fire  in  the  woods,  and  proceeded  with  the  night  ebb  on  our 
journey  with  great  labor,  as  the  boat  was  very  leaky,  and  we  had 
neither  rudder  nor  oar,  but  merely  paddles  (pugayen). 

October  2'^,  Thursday.  Having  paddled  downi  Elk  river  almost 
the  whole  of  the  night,  came  about  8  o'clock  to  Sassaf  rax  river,  where 

we  stopped  during  that  tide  at ,  on  the  plantation  of  one 

Mr.  John  Turner.  Here  we  found  Abraham  the  Fin,  a  soldier  who 
had  run  away  from  Christina  with  a  Dutch  woman,  and  whom 
the  hunter  brought  hitlier.  AVe  offered  him  the  General's  pardon, 
in  case  he  would  return  to  New  Amstel  within  6  montlis,  and 
should  he  then  be  unwilling  to  reside  at  that  place,  he  would  be  at 
liberty  to  go  to  the  Manhattans.  The  woman  accepted  these  con- 
ditions, having  3  months  more  to  serve,  when  she  would  return. 
But  the  soldier  raised  many  objections.  We  prevailed,  however, 
so  far  on  him,  that  he  made  us  a  pair  of  new  oars.  We  set  Sander 
Poeyer  on  shore  here  to  obtain  information,  but  we  could  not  learn 
anything,  as  the  only  residents  there  were  some  Swedes  and  Finns, 
who  had  run  away  in  the  time  of  Governor  Prins.  Having  thus 
had  a  little  rest,  and  the  tide  being  favorable,  we  prosecuted  our 
course;  we  had  only  purshed  off  from  the  shore,  when  the  aforesaid 
Abraham  followed  us  "with  one  Marcus,  the  Fin,  in  a  canoe,  and 
would  not  let  us  pass,  as  they  claimed  the  boat,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing we  assured  them  that  they  should  have  the  boat  on  our  return, 
they  forcibly  held  on  to  us,  and  this  Marcus  drew  a  pocket-pistol 
and  threatened  to  fire  if  we  would  not  stop.  They  had,  besides, 
two  snaphaunce;  we  finally  got  rid  of  tliem  with  a  great  deal  ado. 
On  leaving  the  river,  we  heard  a  heavy  firing  on  Colonel  Utie's  is- 
land, otherwise  called ,  whicli  we  presumed  must  have 

proceeded  from  50  or  60  men ;  it  was  mingled  with  music.  This 
lasted  until  night,  so  that  we  conjectured  they  were  making  ready 
to  go  to  the  south  river.  On  looking  around  for  information,  we 
accidentially  found  an  infant  plantation  on  our  road,  where  people 
had  come  and  were  busy  cutting  down  timber  for  a  house,  but  the 
carpenter,  who  was  one  of  my  acquaintances,  knew  not  what  the 
firing  meant,  unless  it  might  possibly  be  some  feasting  or  frolic. 
He  invited  us,  it  being  late,  to  remain  with  him  through  the  night, 
as  there  wus  not  another  house  on  the  way  between  this  and  Kent 
island,  but  we  proceeded  on  our  course  and  got  2  leagues  farther. 
We  would  have  gladly  dispatched  an  Indian,  could  we  have  got 
one,  to*  carry  intelligence  to  New  Amstel  and  to  return  to  the 
Swedes  with  the  boat,  bat  we  feared  to  be  detained,  so  that  we  had 
no  doubt  but  Sander  Poeyer  would  have  done  his  duty  on  that  oc- 
casion. 

This  Sassafrax  river  rises  close  by  our  creek,  which  empties  near 
Reedy  island.  There  is  only  a  high  hill  between  the  two,  whence 
both  streams  are  equally  visible.    From  that  place  the  women  said 
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she  came  down  with  the  hunter.  I  understood  that  ships  could  sail 
up  as  tar  as  this  river,  but  no  further,  because  it  is  tlien  shallow 
and  navigable  only  for  sloops,  especially  Elk  river,  winch  is  quite 
shallow. 

October  3',  Friday.     We  rowed  forward  during  tlie  tide  of  that 
niglit  and  day  until  opposite  Pools  island,  which  we  estimate  to  be 

miles  from  Sassafras  river.    It  lies  on  the  west  shore, 

and  we  passed  with  our  leaky  boat  along  the  east  sliore,  observing 
nothing  on  the  way  except  that  there  was  no  fresh  water  to  be 
found  far  beyond  here  and  Kent  island.  We  arrived,  towards  even- 
ing, at  the  north  end  of  Kent  island,  where,  meeting  a  strong  flood 
tide  against  us,  and  being  fatigued,  we  took  up  our  quarters  with  Cap- 
tain   Wikx,  who  resides  on  the  point  and  is  one  of  the  3 

magistrates  of  that  island.  Getting  into  discourse  with  him,  we 
could  learn  nothing  of  any  general  design  that  tlie  English  might 
have,  up  to  this  time,  of  invading  the  South  river,  but  he  had  mi- 
derstood  that  it  belonged  to  Mary  lav,  d,  and  they  were  bound,  by 
engagement,  to  aid  in  maintaining  my  Lord  Baltiiamore's  patent, 
or  right  and  title.  We  replied,  on  the  contrary  and  said,  we  should 
be  able  to  prove  that  the  river  belonged  to  us  of  old  and  to  no  one 
else,  and  whoever  should  wish  to  liave  it,  must,  by  force  of  arms 
wrest  it  from  us:  but  tliat  we,  in  the  meantime,  were  prepared,  and 
that  lOU  soldiers  had  already  arrived  and  fully  lOU  more  were  ex- 
pected, to  defend  the  river  to  the  last  man.  But  we  iioped  that  the 
Englisli,  with  wliom  we  had  lived  so  long  in  neighborly  friendship, 
would  not  try  to  get  another  man's  land  and  riglits,  and  thereby 
commence  an  open  war,  etc.  From  this  conversation,  he  uirned  to 
certain  news  he  had  heard  from  Mr.  Bateman,  wiiich  Mr.  Wright, 
the  Indian  Interperter,  had  brought  down  to  Accoraacq,  from 
above  the  Bay,  that  in  regard  to  the  war  which  tlie  Indians  and 
the  English  were  at  present  waging  against  one  aiiotlier,  the  for- 
mer acknowledged  that  they  were  incited  l)y  the  Dutcli  of  the 
Whorekill  to  murder  the  English,  and  that  it  happened  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner.  A  certain  Indian  met  a  Dutchman  in  the  Whore- 
kill and  told  him  that  he  intended  to  kill  a  Dutchman  because  his 
father  had  been  formerly  slain  by  one.  Whereunto  the  Dutchman 
answered,  that  his  father  had  been  killed  by  an  Englishman  and 
not  by  a  Dutchman,  and  therefore  that  he  should  revenge  himself 
on  one  of  tlie  latter.  Thereu})on  the  Indian  went  off  and  slew  an 
Englishman,  and  in  tliis  way  the  war  commenced.  It  was  suspect- 
ed that  tlie  Dutch  had  not  only  secretly  fomented  it.  but  had  fur- 
nished the  Indians  wijtli  powder  and  ball  and  guns,  with  which  they 
were  most  abundantly  supplied,  a  circumstance  that  tlie  English 
took  very  ill.  At  first  denying,  tlien  extenuating  the  case,  I  in- 
quired the  name  of  the  Dutchman  wiio  had  given  the  Indian  such 
counsel;  but  he  answered,  he  did  not  know;  in  such  matters  no  wit- 
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nesses  were  called  publicly,  but  in  secret,  so  that  he  could  not  be 
persuaded  to  the  contrary. 

"We  further  inquired  for  a  boat  to  convey  us  thence  to  the  Gover- 
nor and  back,  as  our  little  skiff  could  not  be  used  any  longer,  and 
was,  also,  too  small.  He  offered  us  his  own,  but  inquired  what 
security  he  should  have  that  he  would  get  the  boat  back  or  be  paid  for 
it.  as  he  had  frequently  before  been  deceived  in  that  manner.  To 
which  we  stated,  that  we  could  not  give  him  any  other  security 
than  our  word  and  credentials,  and  that  we  should  draw  for  security 
and  payment  on  Mr.  Browne,  wno,  we  presumed,  was  arrived  with 
his  ketch  at  Seavoru .  And  so  we  agreed  at  20  lbs.  of  tobacco  per  day 
for  the  boat,  and  20  lbs.  tobacco  for  one  man  to  accompany  us, 
which  was  the  lowest  terms  we  could  agree  on.  Otherwise,  we 
should  have  been  greatly  perplexed,  as  we  could  not  learn  of  any 

other  opportunity  here.    "We  found  here 's  wife,  who 

said  she  had  come  away  with  her  husband's  consent,  as  he  intended 
to  follow  her;  but  when  we  offered  her  i)ardon  if  she  were  willing 
to  return  with  us,  Captain  "Wikx  complained  that  she  was  so  lazy 
that  she  did  not  earn  her  salt ;  whereupon  we  observed,  that  it  was 
easy  to  infer  from  this,  that  she  had  run  away  from  the  South  river 
through  lazines  and  unwillingness  to  work. 

October  4"'  We  sailed  or  rowed  over  the  Seavorn  to  see  if  Mr. 
Browne  had  arrived  there  and  would  accept  the  draft,  but  he  had 
not  come.  Captain  "Wicx  wished  to  lodge  us  that  night  at  Colonel 
Utie's,  who  we  understood,  was  at  his  plantation  at  Seavorn,  but 
we  declined,  saying  that  we  believed  he  was  above  on  his  island,  as 
there  had  been  so  much  firing,  and  so  we  took  up  our  quarters,  it 

being  dark,  at  the  house  of  Mr ,  fatlfer-in-law  of  Godt- 

fried  Harmer,  the  Indian  trader,  who,  only  a  few  days  before,  had 
gone  up  to  his  plantation ;  but  his  wife  and  child  were  at  home. 
We  gave  the  former  to  understand  that  our  nation  attributed  great 
blame  to  Godtfried  for  enticuig  and  transporting  our  fugitives  from 
New  Amstel,  and  that  he  would,  therefore,  do  well  to  get  the  run- 
aways back  again  there.  Whereupon  his  father-in-law  and  mother- 
in-law  excused  hiin,  saying  that  they  had  come,  from  time  to  time, 
to  him,  and  had  eaten  him  so  bare  that  he  would  scarce  have  food 
enough  for  himself  for  tlie  winter,  and  that  he  could  not  get  the 
people  to  return  noi-  could  he  refuse  them  a  night's  lodging,  with 
many  other  excuses  and  complaints  that  the  majority  of  the  people 
they  had  seen,  and  even  a  poor,  old  man,  with  his  wife  and  child, 
whom  they  had  received  in  the  greatest  misery,  were  utterly  idle 
and  lazy,  and  not  worth  their  food ;  nay,  that  they  were  too  lazy  to 
wash  their  own  spoons  and  the  plates  which  they  ate  off.  We  again 
took  occasion  to  answer,  that  it  was  evident  enough  from  this,  that 
the  people  had  not  run  away  an  account  of  the  badness  of  the  place, 
nor  on  account  of  ill-treatment,  but  because  they  had  neglected,  at 
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the  time,  to  do  anything  for  a  living  and  had  come  to  Virginia  to 
gain  tlie  bread  of  idleness.  But  it  was  replied  with  all  that,  many 
had  died  of  hunger,  and  the  peoi)le  had  been  refused  bread  for  money, 
etc.  To  this  we  again  replied,  that  this  could  not  be  supposed  to  be 
true.  Nevertheless,  even  had  they  suffered  any  wrong,  they  must 
complain  to  the  General  and  Council  of  New  Netlierland  and  not 
run  to  a  strange  nation.  To  wliicli  they  made  answer,  that  the 
Director  in  the  South  river  had  refused  and  prevented  their  passage ; 
with  many  other  debates,  too  long  to  be  here  stated,  tlie  substance 
wliereof  was  finally  as  follows:  That  tlie  General  and  Council  of 
New  Netlierland  should  publish  a  general  pardon  so  that  each  may 
reestablish  himself,  and  that  the  condition  of  the  Colonic  be  re- 
dressed, and  that  tho.se  who  will  not  remain  thei'e  but  wish  to  go  to 
the  Manhattans,  be  conveyed  thither.  The  old  man,  who  is  a  far- 
mer and  husbandman,  promised  to  accompany  us  back  to  tlie  Man- 
hattans, but  not  to  remain  in  the  Colonic,  which  was  allowed  him. 
We  understood,  also,  that  there  were  many  in  Seavorn  who  hired 
themselves  and  their  children  as  servants.  We  requested  that  they 
be  notified  to  return. 

October  5:  Sunday.    Rising  early  in  the  morning,  gave  a 

«ber  25  draft  on  Mr.  Brown  to  pay  Captain  Josias  Wiks, 

on  account  of  General  Stuyvesant,  in  New  Netlier- 
land, so  much  of  his  goods  for  the  hire  or  use  of  the  boat,  to  the  value 
of  20  lbs.  of  tobacco,  and  for  one  man  to  accompany  us,  also  20  lbs. 
of  tobacco,  the  amount  whereof  should  be  stated  on  our  return,  and 
reimbursed  in  beavers  or  other  articles  at  the  Manhattans.  But 
this  was  not  sufficient  for  Captain  Wricks;  he  made  us  sign  an  obli- 
gation that  we  should  deliver  his  boat  safe  at  his  house,  pay  there- 
for 1500  lbs.  of  tobacco,  at  Seavorn  or  Kent,  or  make  it  good  in 
brandy  at  the  Manhattans.  Being  thus  agreed,  we  received  intelli- 
gence that  Colonel  Utie  was  at  home  at  his  plantation,  and  Captain 
Wicks  importuned  us  to  pay  him  a  visit.  But  we  answered  that  we 
dare  not  lose  the  opportunity  of  wind  and  weather,  and  that  our 
message  to  the  Governor  required  dispatch,  and  therefore  Colonel 
Utie  must  excuse  us  from  visiting  him.  As  it  was  Sunday, 
it  would  too  probably  retard  and  detain  us,  for  which  we  could 
not  answer,  and  thus,  with  such  like  excuses,  we  set  forth  on 
our  jouniey,  with  a  fair  breeze  and  fine  weather,  which  brought  us 
towards  evening  to  May  Billingsly's  plantation  at  the  Cliffs,  esti- 
mated to  be  .  .  miles  from  Seavorn.  We  did  not  observe  any  pub- 
lic preparations  against  the  South  river. 

October  6 :  Monday.   Reached  J^atuxen  river  towards  even- 

Sentember  '^7     "^^'  where  our  people  requested  a  night's  lodging  at 

Mr.  Coersy's.     He  welcomed  us  politely,  being  one 

of  the  Council  with  whom  we  had  divers  friendly  conversations,  and 

observed  that  Colonel  Utie  had  been  authorized  to  state  at  the  Col- 
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onie  of  New  Amstel  that  it  was  seated  within  their  limits,  and 
should  therefore  submit  to  them,  but  not  to  go  to  work  witli  such 
menaces;  and  he  was  not  well  pleased  that,  on  that  account,  100 
soldiers,  as  we  stated,  had  gone  thither,  for  whose  sakes  we  are  the 
more  urged  to  hasten  our  journey.  We  also  learned  here  that  my 
Lord  Balthamoor's  patent  dated  only  for  some  time  in  tlie  year 
1634,  to  which  we  answered  that  our  pateiit  was  issued  full  40  years. 
Whereui)on  they  claimed  to  derive  theirs  originally  from  Sir  Walter 
Ealegh  since  the  year  1584,  and  we,  on  tlie  other  hand,  take  our 
origin,  as  vassals  and  subjects,  from  tlie  King  of  Spain,  then  the 
first  finder  and  founder  of  all  America.  Thus  concluded  we  our 
conversation,  with  the  hoi)e,  which  we  mutually  expressed,  that 
this  matter  might  be  settled  and  adjusted  without  bloodshed. 

October  7 :  Tuesday.  Left  our  boat  there  and  marched  a-foot 

September  27.  overland  nine  English  miles,  to  tlie  Secretary's,  Mr. 
Pliilip  Calvert,  and  Mr.  Coersy  conducted  us  full  3 
English  miles  on  the  right  I'oad.  Reaching  Mr.  Calvert's  planta- 
tion early  in  the  afternoon,  we  sent  two  of  our  people  in  advance  to 
announce  our  approach  and  that  we  could  not  forbear  paying  him 
our  respects,  requesting  passage  across  his  creek  to  Mr.  Overzee's, 
with  whom  we  proposed  to  lodge,  whereupon  he  invited  us  in,  and 
after  salutation  we  informed  him  that  we  had  been  sent  from  the 
Governor-General  and  Council  of  New  Netherland  to  the  Governor 
and  Council  of  Maryland  on  weighty  affairs,  requesting  him,  there- 
fore, with  all  speed,  to  be  pleased  to  send  intelligence  thereof  to  the 
Governor,  who  lived  .  .  English  miles  farther  up,  and  to  recom- 
mend that  we  have  an  early  audience  and  dispatch.  We  then  took 
our  leave,  crossed  the  creek  and  arrived  at  Mr.  Symon  Overzee's,  to 
whom  we  were  very  welcome  guests. 

October  8 :  Wednesday.  Mr.  Overzee  having  invited  the  Sec- 

September  28.  i"etary,  Mr.  Philip  Calvert,  to  dine,  he  came,  being 
the  next  neighbor,  early  in  the  forenoon  to  visit  us, 
whom  we  again  requested,  in  Mr.  Overzee's  presence,  to  inform 
Governor  ffendal,  as  early  as  possible,  of  our  coming,  so  that  we 
may  have  an  audience  and  be  dismissed  without  delay,  as  the  busi- 
ness was  of  great  consequence,  and  caused  daily  great  expenses  not 
only  as  regards  ourselves  individually,  who  had,  in  addition,  at  our 
cost,  a  boat  with  a  man  at  40  lbs.  of  tobacco  per  day,  but  principaUy 
m  regard  to  the  military  and  other  preparations  and  expenses,  which 
were  expressly  awaiting  our  return  with  over  100  soldiers  who  had 
come  from  the  Manhattans.  Thereupon  he  promised  to  do  his  ut- 
most, but  that  nothing  could  be  effected  before  the  next  court 
which  was  to  meet  on  .  .  of  Octol)er.  We  then  conversed  about 
New  Netherland  and  Virginia,  and  the  conveniences  of  both  being 
considered,  he  wished  Maryland  may  be  so  fortunate  as  to  have 
cities  and  villages  like  the  Manhattans.    And  hereabouts,  we  gave 
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him  to  understand  tliat  Manhattans  sifjnified  the  entire  country, 
having  preserved  the  ancient  name  of  the  Indian  nation  among 
whom  the  Dutch  had  first  settled.  And  in  this  way  proceeded  to 
the  boundaries,  when  he  said  that  the  Maryland  patent  extended 
along  the  sea  from  38  to  40  degrees,  wherein  Delaware  bay  was  also 
included,  and  so  across  to  Pamans  island  and  thence  to  the  source 
of  Potomax  river.  To  which  we  observed,  that  the  38"'  to  the  40"' 
degree  must  be  understood  [to  ai)ply]  only  to  the  ui)per  part  of 
Cheseapeak  bay,  and  that  then  the  Colony  of  Virginia  extended 
from  the  lower  i)art  of  the  said  bay  to  the  sea.  To  this  he  rei)lie(l : 
!Xotso;  and  that  it  was  expressly  stipulated  tliat  tiiey  shonld  ex- 
tend unto  New  Englan:!,  whereupon  we  inquired:  If  tliey  wish  to 
toucli  New  England,  where  would  NewNetherland  be  in  that  case? 
He  answered :  He  knew  not.  And  we  said,  that  tlierefore,  we, 
both  of  us,  well  knew  that  sucii  was  a  mistake ;  that  our  people 
were  in  possession  of  New  Netherland  and  had  settled  on  that  place 
several  years  before  Lord  Baltliamoer  had  obtained  his  patent ; 
further  alleging,  among  other  things,  that  Sir  Edm.  Ployten  had, 
in  former  times,  set  up  a  chiim  to  Delaware  bay,  and  that,  there- 
fore, one  claim  must  be  as  good  as  the  otlier.  Whereunto  he  replied 
that  Ployten  had  had  no  commission,  and  lay  in  jail  in  England  on 
account  of  his  debts,  relating  that  he  had  solicited  a  patent  for 
Novum  A  Ibium  from  tlie  King,  but  it  was  refused  him,  and  he  tliere- 
upon  applied  to  the  Viceroy  of  Ireland,  from  whom  lie  liad  obtained 
a  patent,  but  that  it  was  of  no  value.  Hereupon  we  confounded 
him  by  his  own  words,  and  said,  that  it  was  not  certain  whetlier 
my  Lord  Balthamoor's  claim  to  Delaware  bay,  should  he  liave  any, 
was  not  obtained  by  falseliood  iind  misrepresentation,  since  it  was 
verv  prol)able  tliat  the  King  of  England  would  not  have  done  any- 
thing against  us,  as  he  once  had  knowledge  of,  and  consented  to, 
the  Dutch  plantation  of  New  Netherland,  and  had  most  expressly 
ordered  and  commanded  those  of  Virginia  and  New  England,  as 
we  should  prove  by  their  own  English  authorities,  not  to  cipproach 
within  one  hundred  leagues  of  each  other.  It  was,  therefore,  clear 
and  evident,  if  their  jiatent  set  forth  that  they  could  go  as  far  as 
New  England,  that  it  was  fraudulently  obtained  and  of  no  value 
whatsoever. 

Thursday.    Nothing  occurred,  except  drawing  up 
October  9  :       q^j.  proposals,  which  we  thought  best  to  do  in  En- 
September  29.     glish,  in  order  to  bring  matters  Looner  to  a  speedy 

conclusion. 
Friday!    Again,  nothing  has  occurred,  except  that 
October  10.      ^yg  heard  the  Secretary  has  communicated  our  ar- 
j^eptfuiber  30.     I'i'^'iil  to  tlie  Governor  by  a  letter  forwarded  from 

constable  to  constable.    He  invited  us  to  dinner  on 

Sunday. 
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October  V  •  Saturday.    Again,  nothing  special  has  occurred.    We 
are  impatiently  waiting  for  the  Governor's  answer. 

October  y ,  Sunday.  Accompanied  ]Mr.  Overzee  to  Secretary  Cal- 
verts  to  dinner,  where  Mr.  Doughty,  the  Minister,  accidentally 
called.  After  tlie  cloth  was  removed,  talked  about  his  charts  or 
maps  of  the  country,  of  which  he  laid  on  the  table  two  that  were 
engraved  and  one  in  manuscript.  One  was  printed  at  Amsterdam, 
by  direction  of  Cajjtain  Smitli,  the  first  discoverer  of  the  Great  bay 
of  Chesapeake,  or  Virginia  ;  the  second  ajipeared  also  to  be  printed 
at  Amsterdam,  at  tlie  time  of  Lord  Balthamoor's  i)atent :  we  knew 
m)t  l)y  whom  or  where  the  manuscrii)t  one  was  drawn.  All  differed, 
one  from  the  otlier.  He  wished  to  prove  from  them  the  extent  of 
Lord  Balthamoor's  boundaries,  but  we,  on  the  contrary,  showed 
and  maintained  tliat  if  Chesai)eake  bay  ran,  above,  so  crooked  to- 
wards the  northeast,  they  would  come  so  far  witliin  our  line.  To 
this,  he  asked  how  could  that  be,  for  the  English  first  discovered  and 
possessed  all  these  parts.  Thereunto,  we  answered  tliat  the  Dutcli 
were  three  years  earlier  in  our  parts  than  they  in  theirs.  To  wliich 
he  replied,  that  tliey  took  their  beginning  from  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  ; 
and  we  said  we  derive  oar  origin  from  the  King  of  Spain.  But,  lie 
retorted,  you  were  not  yet  a  free  and  independent  n  ition.  He  was 
then  told  that  the  King  of  Spain  was,  at  the  time  of  tlie  discovery 
of  America,  our  King,  and  we  were  as  much  liis  vas.sals  and  sub- 
jects as  they  were  the  subjects  of  their  King  or  Republic  of  Eng- 
land, but  afterwards,  when  we  were  obliged  to  take  up  arms,  and 
achieved  our  liberty,  the  King  of  Spain  conveyed  over,  and  to,  us, 
in  full  propriety,  by  lawful  right  and  title,  all  his  own  and  other  con- 
quered lands  in  Europe  and  America.  To  this,  lie  said  tliat  the 
King  of  Spain  was,  inSeed,  in  the  West  Indies,  but  not  so  far  to  the 
north,  and  that  the  English  were  tlie  first  discoverers.  And  we 
again  observed  that  the  contrary  could  be  proved  from  Spanish 
journals  and  chronicles,  and  also  that  even  the  French  liad,  in  the 
year  1524,  been  before  them  in  these  parts.  Lastly,  being  half 
angry,  he  demanded  whether  tiie  English  had  not  been  the  first  in 
Delaware  bay,  for  it  obtained  its  name  from  them.  And  we  an- 
swered, No ;  that  the  Dutch  had  been  the  first  in  the  river,  long 
before  Lord  Delaware  ever  came  to  Virginia,  and  we  again  asked  : 
What  right  had  the  Kings  of  Spain,  France  or  England,  more  than 
the  Hollanders  or  the  Dutch,  to  the  New  World— America  ?  But 
these  and  such  like  discourses,  running  higher  and  higher,  were 
left  off  ;  he  said  lie  had  invited  us  as  a  welcome  to  the  country,  and 
thenceforward  we  conversed  on  other  subjects,  and  parted  from 
one  another  with  expressions  of  friendship. 
October  ^3%  Monday.    Nothing  occurred. 

October  V%  Tuesday.    This  being  Court  day  at  Potuxent,  and 
Mr.  Overzee  going  thither,  we  deemed  it  advisable  to  have  a  request 
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only  presented  to  [the  Court]  for  audience  and  a  place  of  reception, 
copy  whereof  is  hereunto  annexed. 

October  \%  Wednesday.  In  tlie  evening,  about  sunset,  we  re- 
ceived in  answer,  an  invitation  written  by  Philip  Calvert,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  belialf  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  that  we  should 
have  an  audience  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Bateman,  sending,  with  this 
view,  two  horses  to  convey  us  there. 

October  y,  Thursday.  We  took  our  departure  in  the  morning 
from  Mr.  Overzee's  for  Mr.  Bateman's,  at  Potuxen,  being  about  18 
or  20  English  miles,  and  about  between  3  and  4  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, arrived  Governor  Josiah  ttendall  with  Philip  Calvert  and  the 
Councillors  William  Stone,  Thomas  Gerrard,  Natha-iiel  Utye,  Ed- 
ward Eoyd,  Lid^e  Barber,  Baker  BroukXy  who,  after  having  wel- 
comed us,  and.  after  we  had  complimented  them  on  the  part  of  our 
Director-General  and  Council  of  New  Netherland,  thanked  us  cor- 
dially:  and  dinner  being  ready,  the  Governor  said  he  would  give  us 
an  audience  after  we  had  dined.  And,  sitting  down  to  table,  they 
placed  me  beside  the  Governor  on  his  left  hand ;  on  his  right  sat 
Philip  Calvert,  the  Secretary,  next  to  him  Re  olved  Waldron,  and 
so  on  the  other  members  of  the  Council  around  the  table.  During 
the  dinner  a  varied  conversation  was  held. 

The  cli^th  liaving  been  removed,  we  were  invited  to  tlie  audience, 
and  after  we  had  again  presented  the  friendly,  neighborly  respects 
and  compliments  of  the  Honorable  Director-General  and  Council  of 
New  Netherland,  we  delivered,  in  the  first  place,  our  lett.  rs  of  cre- 
dence, which  the  Governor,  opening  and  seeing  that  they  were 
written  in  Dutch,  had  Mr.  Overzee  called  to  translate  them.  Mean- 
while, their  substsince  being  stated,  we  proceeded  to  deliver  our 
speech  in  English,  by  way  of  Declaration  antl  Manifest,  which,  for 
this  i)urpose,  we  had  previously  committed  to  i)aper.  In  order  that 
no  mistake  may  be  hereafter  pleaded  in  the  one  or  the  other,  we 
gave  the  Secretary  the  original,  with  the  request  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  collate  it  with  us,  and  we  distinctly  and  clearly  read  the 
duplicate,  whicli  we  moreover  delivered  under  the  seal  of  our  com- 
mission, declaring,  when  we  had  finished,  that  that  was  all  we  had 
to  say,  and  to  propose,  at  that  time,  on  the  part  and  in  the  name  of 
the  Director-General  and  Council,  subscribing  the  same  with  our 
own  hand,  in  the  i)resence  of  all ;  and  we  exchanged  the  duplicate 
for  tlie  original,  and  the  original  again  for  the  copy,  which  we  re- 
turned, and  left  them  the  other. 

We  perceived  a  great  change,  for  some  of  the  Council,  as  it  seems, 
had  no  correct  knowledge  of  what  passed ;  and  the  Governor,  in 
answer,  inquired  whether  his  letter,  which  he  had  sent  ajnirt  from, 
or  by  Colonel  Utie,  had  not  been  shown  to  the  Governor-General  of 
the  Manhattans  ?  We  replied.  No :  his  Honor  had  not  seen  any 
letter,  but  that  we  had,  indeed,  understood,  at  the  South  river,  that 
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Mr.  Alrichs  had  received  a  private  letter  in  answer  to  his,  but  with- 
out day  or  date,  or  place  where  written,  whereof  the  General  did 
not  take  any  notice.    Whereupon  the  Governor  made  answer,  that 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  government  of  the  Manliattans,  but 
with  the  Governor  and  people  who  had  lately  seated  tliemselves 
within  his  limits  in  Delaware  bay,  to  whom  they  had  sent  Colonel 
Utie  ;  not  that  he  should  have  communicated  his  instruction  which 
had  been  given  him  for  his  guidance  and  vindication  only,  as  we 
were  not  obliged  to  deliver  our  instruction  to  them.    To  this  we  re- 
plied, that  the  Governor  and  people  in  the  South  river  were  not  a 
separate,  but  subaltern  and  dependent   government,  and  simply 
Deputy  Governor  and  members  of  New  Netherland,  so  that  what- 
ever was  presented  and  given  to  tliem  in  the  matter  of  chief  juris- 
diction, etc.,  did  not  affect  them  but  the  General  and  Council,  and 
consequently,  the  whole  State  of  New  Netherland,  and  the  Lords 
proprietors  thereof;   yea,  the  sovereignty  of  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses.   Wheremito  he  again  rejoined,  that  they  did  not  know  nor 
understand  any  better  than  that  the  Governor  in  Delaware  derived 
his  commission  from  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  and  had  come  with  his 
people  to  settle  there  as  a  separate  government.    To  which  we  again 
answered.  No  ;  but  that  the  city  of  Amsterdam  owned  tlie  place  as 
a  Colonie  and  particular  district  of  New  Netherland,  which  was 
similar,  in  manner  and  style,  to  their  counties  in  Virginia  or  Mary- 
land, and  we  had  more  such  Colonies  planted  in  New  Netlierland, 
so  that  whatever  injury  was  done  to  the  Colonie  of  New  Amstel, 
was,  I  say,  inflicted  on  the  entire  State  of  New  Netherland.    Mean- 
while, Colo]iel  Nathaniel  Utie  began  to  bluster  and  to  say,  that  they 
ought  not  to  take  any  notice  at  all  of  this  matter;  his  acts  had  been 
directed  against  a  people  that  had  intruded  into  my  Lord  Baltha- 
more's  Province,  and  if  the  Governor  and  Council  will  again  com- 
mand him,  he  will  again  act  as  he  had  done.     We  rejoined  thereto. 
If  he  returned  and  comported  himself  as  he  had  done,  he  would  lose 
the  name  of  Ambassador  and  be  dealt  by  as  a  disturber  of  the  pub- 
lic peace,  because  a  Deputy  or  Ambassador  couli  not  attempt  any- 
thing except  to  notify  the  magistracy  and  Regents  of  the  place  in 
a  courteous  manner  of  his  embassy  ;  but  to  summon  a  place  by  fire 
and  sword  was  the  style  of  avowed  enmity,  war  and  hostility.    To 
this  he  replied,  that  he  had  done  nothing  in  contradiction  to  his 
commission  and  instructions.    To  which  w^e  rejoined,  that  tiiey  had 
only  to  look  at  the  answer  he  had  brought  back,  which  would  clearly 
show  how  he  had  acted.    And  he,  thereupon,  further  said,  that  he 
heard  they  had  threatened  to  send  him  to  Holland  ;  he  only  wished 
they  had  done  so.    We  replied,  that  should  he  return  and  act  as  he 
had  done,  probably  he  would  not  fare  any  better.    Whereupon  he 
inquired,  how%  then,  should  he  behave  ?    He  had  certainly  sent  two 
men  before  him  to  announce  his  approach  ;  afterwards  put  up  at  the 
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public  tavern,  and  was  he,  then,  not  to  walk  out  and  see  the  place 
and  converse  with  the  peoi)le  who  requested  to  have  some  discourse 
with  him  V  To  which  we  ac:ain  remonstrated,  that  he  was  at  liberty 
to  see  the  place  and  converse  with  the  people,  but  not  to  excite  them 
to  revolt  and  rebellion  against  their  magistrates,  and  threaten  them 
with  being  plundered  and  robbed  in  case  they  would  not  willingly 
surrender.  So  that  these  criminations  and  recriminations  being 
bandied  somewhat  sharply  and  angrily,  especially  by  the  Colonel, 
the  Governor  was  pleased  to  put  a  stop  to  him,  and  we  were  at 
liberty  to  express  our  meaning  without  any  interruption,  wliereu])on 
we  referred  entirely  to  our  Manifest  and  Declaration,  and  to  the 
answer  which  Colonel  Uty  liimself  had  brought  from  New  Amstel. 
We  requested  that  such  might  be  taken  into  consideration  and  that 
no  frivolous  discourses  be  allowed. 

Tiie  Governor  submitted  to  the  Council,  among  other  things, 
that  we  had  come  without  asking  proper  permission,  which  Colonel 
Uty  might  have  given  and  signified.  To  which  we  answered  that 
we  were  not  acquainted  with  the  state  and  form  of  their  govern- 
ment, but  that  we  should  in  future  regulate  ourselves  according  to 
such  custom  as  may  be  pleasing  to  them  to  establish  on  such  pass- 
age. Hereupon,  Colonel  Utie  began  again  to  exclaim,  saying  that 
we  ought  to  have  first  recognized  him  and  gone  to  his  island,  and  in- 
quired if  we  should  be  permitted  to  pi'oceed  farther,  adding,  in  so 
many  words  that,  had  he  met  us,  or  had  he  known  of  our  coming, 
he  would  have  detained  us  there,  and  not  allowed  us  to  go  on. 
But  one  of  tlie  Council  softened  that  expression  by  saying  that  we 
should  have  been  furnished  with  a  better  boat  and  accommodation, 
for  we  liad  stated  tliat  we  had  come  down  in  a  small,  leaky  boat, 
and  dared  not  venture  from  the  shore.  But  we  readily  discovered 
that,  had  we  not  done  our  best  to  avoid  Colonel  Utie  on  tlie  way, 
he  would  at  once  endeavored  to  prevent  our  design. 

At  length,  after  some  debate,  we  were  invited  to  withdraw,  and, 
after  a  short  deliberation,  were  recalled  and  informed  that  they 
had  acted  by  special  order  and  command  of  Lord  Baltimoor,  whose 
right  and  jurisdiction  they  are  sworn  to  maintain,  and  that  they 
would  exhibit  Lord  Baltimoor's  patent  on  the  morrow,  until  when 
they  should  defer  any  further  public  business,  and  pass  the  remain- 
der of  the  evening  over  a  glass  of  wine,  promising,  on  our  request, 
to  dismiss  us  by  next  Saturday. 

Meanwhile,  we  proceeded  to  engage  one  and  another  of  them, 
from  time  to  time,  in  private  conversation,  and  at  one  time  to  dis- 
pose them  to  a  friendly  course,  and  to  have  the  claim  they  set  up  to 
our  limits,  and  we  to  theirs,  decided  by  commissioners,  in  order  to 
avoid  further  mischief  and  bloodshed ;  at  another,  to  agree  to  an 
intimate  correspondence  and  confederation  for  reciprocal  trade  and 
intercourse.     We  found  the  majority  of  them  favorably  inclined  to 
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this  view,  but  yet,  they  gave  it  to  be  understood  that  it  was  not  in 
their  poAver,  and  had  no  other  commission  than  to  defend  Lord 
Baltimoor's  lawful  patent,  This  they  were  disposed  to  do,  how 
ever,  with  all  possible  and  justifiable  prudence. 

I  had  also  a  private  conversation  on  that  point  with  the  Gover- 
nor, who  declared  that  he  would  prefer  to  continue  in  peace  and 
quietness  than  to  live  in  hostility  and  war. 

October  V%  Friday  morning.  After  breakfast,  the  Governor  and 
Council  laid  before  us  Lord  Balthamoor's  patent,  and  read  to  us 
the  article  respecting  his  jurisdiction.  We  requested  a  copy  there- 
of, when  we  should  answer  it.  We  were  then  allowed  to  make  an 
extract  of  it  ourselves.  Meanwhile,  the  Governor  and  Council 
went  to  hold  their  Court  at  the  next  town,  whilst  we,  in  the  mean- 
time, read  and  reread  the  above  mentioned  patent,  extracting  the 
point  respecting  the  boundary,  to  which  we  drew  up  on  paper  a 
written  refutation.  For  we  found  that  it  was  set  forth  in  the  pre- 
amble that  Lord  Balthamoer  had  applied  to  and  petitioned  His 
Majesty  for  a  tract  of  country  in  America,  which  was  neither  cul- 
tivated nor  planted,  but  only  inhabited,  as  yet,  by  barbarous  In- 
dians. In  answer  whereunto,  we  maintained  that  our  South 
river,  called,  of  old,  Nassaw  river,  had  been  long  before  occupied, 
appropriated  and  purchased  by  us  in  virtue  of  a  commission  and 
grant  of  their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States-General  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  and  therefore  that  it  was  his  Royal  Majesty's 
intention  and  justice  not  to  have  given  away  and  granted  that  part 
of  a  country  which  had  been  previously  taken  possession  of  and 
settled  by  the  subjects  of  their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States- 
General,  as  already  declared  and  demonstrated,  and  that  Lord 
Balthamor's  patent  was  invalid  where  it  makes  mention  of  Delo- 
war  bay,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  well  as  in  various  other  respects 
and  particulars.  We  requested  a  note  might  be  made  of  this.  The 
Governor  and  Council  returning  in  the  afternoon, and  supper  being 
over,  we  delivered  the  above  mentioned  answer  in  writing,  having 
read  the  same  aloud.  Whereupon  we  perceived  another  change, 
and  the  Governor  made  his  defence:  That,  on  the  contrary,  our  as- 
sertion and  action  "were  invalid,  for  the  aforesaid  patent  was 
granted  by  the  King,  with  full  knowledge  and  understanding  of 
the  case,  that  Delowar  bay  should  remain  and  belong  to  the  Eng- 
lish, and  demanded  a  view  of  our  patent  to  New  Netherland.  We 
answered  that  we  had  it  not  to  show  them,  much  less  had  we  come 
for  that  purpose,  but  only  to  prepare  a  way  for  a  future  meeting  of 
deputies  on  both  sides,  then  to  dispose  chiefly  of  that  point,  agree- 
ably to  our  advice  contained  in  our  declaration.  The  Governor 
thereupon  made  answer  that  they  then  ought  not  to  have  exhibited 
their  patent,  from  which  we  concluded  that  they  regretted  having 
discovered  and  exposed  themselves  so  far.  saying  if  that  part  of  the 
23— Vol.  V. 
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patent  was  invalid,  or  if  they  yielded  it,  the  entire  patent  would 
then  become  void.  We  replied  to  that ;  we  would  not  make  any 
further  observation  on  that  article,  except  so  far  as  it  concerned 
us,  and  they  set  up  a  claim  to  our  limits.  Whereupon  the  Gover- 
nor rejoined :  That  Col.  Clabborn  had  heretofore  set  up  the  same 
exception  against  Lord  Balthamoer  in  regard  to  the  Island  of  Kent, 
of  which  said  Col.  Clabborn  held  that  he  had  taken  actual  posses- 
sion before  the  aforesaid  iKitent  liad  been  granted,  but  that  it  did 
not  avail,  and  fared  badly  with  him,  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  beg 
his  life  from  Lord  Balthemor.  To  tliis  we  answered  that  this  was 
a  different  case ;  that  we  were  not  subjects  of  England,  but  a  free, 
sovoreign  people  belonging  to  the  Dutch  nation,  who,  as  we  had 
already  declared,  had  as  much  right  to  take  possession  of  any  lands 
in  America  as  any  other  nation.  And  with  this  and  such  like  de- 
bates, was  the  meeting  adjourned  for  the  night. 

October  V,  Saturday.  The  Governor  and  Council  being  met  in 
order  to  our  dismissal,  they  again  demanded  the  exhibition  of  the 
patent  we  had  to  tJie  South  river.  We  gave  tliem  for  answer,  that 
we  had  not  brought  it  witli  us,  but  referred  that  point  to  future 
Commissioners  on  botli  sides,  and  we  again  withdrew.  They  drew 
up  their  answer,  which  they  read  to  us  who  were  called  in  for  that 
purpose. 

Hereupon  we  asked  their  Honors  whether  this  writing  contained 
all  they  had  to  dispatch  by  us.  To  this  they  declared,  they  had 
nothing  else  ;  but  that  they  persisted  therein.  We,  then,  again  ir.- 
(juired.  how  we  wei-e  to  act  in  the  matter  of  our  military  ;  whether 
all  further  hostility  and  encroachment  should  cease,  and  we  might 
safely  send  back  our  garrisons  and  soldiers,  or  whether  we  must  let 
them  continue  there.  To  this  they  answered,  that  we  must  please 
ourselves  in  that  matter,  and  they  would  act  as  they  thought  best. 
Whereunto  we  replied,  that  we  shoxild,  in  that  case  remain  on  our 
defensive,  as  we  had  declared  and  protested,  and  that  we  hoped, 
nevertheless,  that  they  would  not  be  guilty  of  any  clandestine  at- 
tack and  treachery,  as  is  usual  in  public  and  open  war,  but  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  in  neighborly  and  public  peace  and  alliance  be- 
tween nations,  first  give  notice  and  warning  tliat  friendship  is  at  an 
end.  To  which  they  rejoined  :  that  tlieysliould  act  therein  as  Avould 
be  most  advisable.  We  furtiier  inquired,  what  was  to  be  the  under- 
standing on  the  subject  of  our  fugitives,  and  received  for  answer, 
that  they  should,  by  law,  oblige  such  as  were  in  debt,  to  pay,  but 
they  did  not  mean  to  send  tliem  back,  inasmucli  as  they  considered 
the  people  in  Delowar  bay  to  be  under  their  jurisdiction,  and  con- 
sequently were  not  fugitives  from  the  General  and  Council  of  the 
Manhattans.  Whereupon  we  replied,  tliat  we  too  would  adhere  to 
the  lex  talionis,  in  order  to  act  in  like  manner  tOAvards  their  fugi- 
tives.   And  thus  terminated  our  meeting  and  business. 
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Tlie  Governor  also  asked  what  Dutch  Swedes  meant— why  we 
named  them  so  in  our  Declaration  y  And  we  answered,  because  the 
greatest  number  of  them  were  partners  of  Dutchmen  and  formerly 
resorted  under  the  Hon"'^  Company's  jurisdiction,  and  had  been 
heretofore  connived  at,  until  they  began  to  be  so  insolent  in  the  river 
as  not  to  hesitate  forcibly  to  seize,  in  a  treacherous  manuer,  on  Fort 
New  Amstel,  previously  Casimier,  Avhereby  the  General  and  Council 
of  New  Netherland  were  compelled  and  obliged  to  clear  and  pui-ge 
the  river,  once  for  all,  of  such  dishonest  and  liypocritical  friends 

October  J/,  Sunday  morning.  Again,  having  breakfasted,  their 
Honors  answer,  fairly  written  out  by  the  Secretary,  was  placed  in 
our  hands,  and  so  took  a  most  friendly  leave,  as  we  could  not  but 
perceive,  that  were  it  in  their  power  they  would  willingly  incline  to 
a  friendly  agreement,  but  that  they  must  first  have  authority  to  that 
effect  from  Lord  Balthamoer,  or  otherwise  wait  for  such  order  as  he 
may  send  respecting  it  this  summer;  for  1  so  understood,  in  private 
conversation,  from  the  Secretary,  Philip  Calvert,  who  is  Lord  Bal- 
thamoer's  half-brother,  that  they  expected  something  to  this  pur- 
pose, tliougn  they  knew  not  what ;  for  Lord  Balthamoer  had,  last 
year,  ordered  them  to  inform  him  what  they  had  done  witli  the  peo- 
ple of  Delowar  bay,  to  which  they  had  answered,  that  tliey  could 
not  yet  write  anything  as  to  the  effect,  but  that  they  intended  to  do 
so  and  so. 

We  had,  likewise,  some  private  conversation  on  the  subject  of  es- 
tablishing mutual  trade  and  commerce,  overland,  between  Maryland 
and  Delowar  bay,  which,  1  assured  hun,  could  easily  be  carried  on 
as  soon  as  this  question  was  terminated  and  the  limits  on  both  sides 
adjusted.  1  recommended  him  to  notify  liis  brother  thereof  in 
order  to  engage  him  therein  m  all  reasonableness,  for  not  only' his 
Province  m  general,  but  himself  in  particular,  would  be  most  es- 
sentially benefited  by  such  trade,  so  that  an  effort  might  then  be 
made  to  establish  an  easy  passage  by  land  for  mutual  intercourse 

He  also  particularly  inquired  about  the  Hill,  which  we  had  pro- 
posed m  our  declaration  for  a  neutral  meeting,  where  the  Sassafrax 
river,  in  Virginia,  and  the  creek  whicli  enters  the  South  river  be- 
hind Reedy  island,  seem  to  take  their  rise ;  and  we  are  to  institute 
and  make  further  inquiry  respecting  that  Hill  at  the  earliest  op- 
portunity. 

Finally,  we  returned  together  from  Patuxen  river  to  St.  Mary's 
to  our  quarters  at  Master  Simon  Overzee's.  ' 

October  JJl,  Monday.  Nothing  particular  occun-ed,  except  pre- 
paring to  dispatch  Resolved  Waldron  lo  the  South  river  and  the 
Manhattans. 

October  il,  Tuesday.  Sent  off  Resolved  Waldron  on  his  return 
overland,  with  the  reports,  papers  and  documents  respecting  our 
negotiations,  and  I  set  out  for  Virginia  to  ascertain  the  opinions  of 
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the  Governor  and  others  tliere  concerning  this  matter,  and  tlms  to 
create  some  diversion  between  them  both :  also,  to  clear  ourselves, 
at  the  same  time,  of  the  slander  which  some  people  seek  to  attach 
to  us,  that  we  had  excited  the  Indians  to  massacre  the  English  at 
Accomacq. 

God  grant  that  the  whole  may  redound  to  the  glory  of  His  name 
and  the  general  advantage  and  safety  of  us  all,  and  that  we  may  be 
directed  by  His  Divme  Majesty.    Amen. 

In  haste, 

AUGUSTYX  HERMANS. 


MESSRS.   HEERMANS  AND    WALDRON   TO    DIRECTOR 
STUYVESANT, 


Dated  ?}  October,  1659,  At  St.  Mary's,  in  Maryland. 
Eight  Honorable,  Wise,  Prudent  the  Honorable  Pebrus   Stuyvesant, 
Director-General  and  the  Supreme  Council  of  New  Netherland. 

Messieurs:  We  repaired,  in  obedience  to  our  commission,  from 
the  South  river  to  A'irginia,  with  as  much  dispatch  as  possible,  but 
we  could  not  accomplish  the  business  nor  get  it  disposed  of  sooner. 

Your  Honors  will  learn  from  the  annexed  jou^  nal  the  transactions 
from  day  to  day,  and  from  the  duplicate  of  the  adjoined  Manifest 
and  Declaration,  what  we  set  forth,  notified  and  protested,  on  your 
part  to  the  Governor  and  Council  assembled  in  Council,  as  well  as 
the  opinion  we  submitted  and  communicated  to  them.  Hereupon 
they,  however,  have  not  been  willing  to  do  anything  final,  as  your 
Honors  can  see  from  their  answer  inclosed  herein,  the  substance 
whereof  cannot  be  considered  anything  else  than  simply  the  justifi- 
cation of  what  Colonel  Nathaniel  Utie  did  in  New  Amstel ;  that  it 
was  done  by  their  authority,  and  that  they  still  adhere  thereto,  so 
far  as  being  commanded  thereunto  by  their  Lord  Baltamoor,  inde- 
pendent of  whom  they  cannot  do  anything,  much  less  act  in  the 
matter  of  his  patent  and  boundary,  and  therefore  the  business  is  to 
be  left  standing.  The  Declaration  and  Manifest  which  we  di-ew  up 
and  presented,  shows  on  what  basis  we  placed  our  case.  We  doubt 
not  but  it  will  meet  with  your  approbation,  and  that  you  will  season- 
ably prepare  whatever  is  to  serve  thereunto  liereafter,  for  if  we  will 
retain  what  we  have,  all  the  allegations  we  submitted  to  them  must 
be  punctually  proved,  whereof  I  shall  give  your  Honors  a  fuller  ac- 
count when  I  return  home.  Meanwhile,  I  find  the  public  service 
and  your  Honor's  reputation  require  tliat  I  proceed  hence  to  Vir- 
ginia to  the  Governor  there,  to  communicate  the  state  of  affairs  in 
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your  Honor's  name,  and  to  inform  and  prevail  so  far  on  him,  in  op- 
position to  the  action  of  Marj'land,  if  he  will  not  take  our  part,  that 
he  will  not  oppose  us,  but  if  it  cannot  be  otherwise,  that  he  at  least 
will  remain  neutral  and  our  confederated  friend.  And,  at  the  same 
time  to  inquire  into  the  state  and  circumstances  of  Lord  Baltimore 
in  England,  and  how  tlie  boundary  can  best  be  effected.  My 
opinion  is  that,  possibly,  it  would  not  be  unwise  for  the  Directors, 
who  liave  cause  enough  to  do  so,  to  depute  one  of  their  Board  to 
Lord  Baltimore  to  see  whether  an  agreement  could  not  be  made 
quietly  with  him.  But,  first  of  all,  the  South  river  and  the  Vir- 
ginias, with  the  lands  and  kills  between  both,  ought  to  be  laid  down 
on  an  exact  scale  as  to  longitude  and  latitude,  in  a  perfect  map,  that 
the  extent  of  country  on  both  sides  may  be  correctly  seen,  and 
the  work  afterwards  proceeded  with,  for  some  maps  which  the  Eng- 
lish have  here  are  utterly  imperfect  and  prejudicial  to  us.  The 
sooner  this  is  done,  the  better,  before  Baltamoor  Avhispers  in 
the  ears  of  the  States  of  England,  and  thus  make  the  matter  much 
more  difficult.  Meanwhile,  the  places  and  forts  in  the  South  river 
ought  not  to  remain  without  considerable  force,  through  fear  of  a 
sudden  invasion,  for  which  I  observe,  as  yet,  no  preparation  or  dis- 
position ;  but  a  sleeping  enemy  is  not  to  be  trusted. 

Thus  far  have  I  found  myself  obliged  to  notify  your  Honors,  pro- 
visionally. I  shall  further  use  my  utmost  diligence  to  examine  and 
understand,  as  well  as  possible,  whatever  will  in  any  wise  relate  to 
your  Honors'  reputation,  and  the  greatest  profit  and  advantage  of 
the  Hon"''^  the  "West  India  Comi)any,  and  commending  your  Honors 
to  God's  Holy  care  and  protection. 

(Signed),  A.  HERMANS, 

R.  WALDRON. 

Agrees  with  the  copy. 

(Signed),  CORNELIS  VAN  GESEL,  Secr-^ 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY 
OF  AMSTERDAM. 


8""  November,  1659. 
The  Burgomasters  have  submitted  to  the  Council  that,  i)ursuant 
to  its  Resolution  adopted  on  the  30""  of  last  September,  they  had 
conferred  with  the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  in  order 
to  surrender,  on  equitable  terms,  to  that  company,  the  Colonie  which 
this  city  undertook  to  plant  in  New  Netlierland,but  that  no  agree- 
ment could  be  concluded  thereupon,  as  yet,  and  that,  meanwhile, 
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the  city  is  dunned  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  which  is  due  on 
the  moneys  borrowed  on  interest  on  account  of  tliis  city,  for  the 
promotion  of  said  Colonic,  as  well  as  of  some  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  on  this  city  for  account  of  that  Colonic,  amounting,  first,  for 
the  payment  of  interest  and  exchange,  to  the  sum  of  about  12,000 
gl.,to  meet  which  sum,  no  moneys  can  be  found,  except  by  borrow 
ing. 

Which  being  considered,  the  city  consents  to  tlie  negotiation  of 
the  aforesaid  12,000  gl.,  and  Cornells  de  Graeff,  Baron  of  South 
Polsbroeck,  Sieur  Xicolaes  Tulp,  Sieur  Gilles  Valckenier,  Mr.  Hen- 
rick  Hooft,  Mr.  Peter  Cloeck  and  Coenradt  Burgh  are  ai)pointed, 
in  default  of  the  aforesaid  agreement,  to  call  on  the  West  India 
Company,  (which,  however,  shall  not  be  insisted  on),  to  consult  in 
what  manner  the  city  can  best  be  released  from  the  burden  of  the 
aforesaid  Colonic. 


ACCOUNT  OE  MONEYS  BORROWED  FOR  THE  COLONIE 
ON  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Honeys  received,  on  interest  at  Si  per  cent,  on  account  of  the  city  of 
Amsterclam\'<  Colonic,  established  in  New  Nethehland. 

A"  1656. 
20"'  November.  From  Burgomaster  Johan  van 

de  Pol, fl.  5,000.00 

10'"  December.  From  Mess'',  the  Orphan  Mas- 
ters, on  account  of : 
Pieter,  son  of  Pieter 
Pieterson,  merchant- 
tailor,  fl.  5,300.00 

Meyndert  Seivertsen's  2 
children, 500.00 

Claes  Claessen  Pos'  chil- 
dren,      700.00 

Jan   Ennesenmugge's   2 
children, 1,400.00 

Ililbrand  Flory's child,  .  800.00 

Joost  Duyn's  child,    .    .  800.00 

Cornells  Cornelissen  Cos- 
ter's 2  children,    .    .    .       1,000.00 

Christoff el   H  o  ff  m  a  n '  s 

children, 600.00 

Jacobus  Reepmaecker,  .       3,300.00 
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10""  December.   From  The  heirs  of   Hendrick 
Evertsen   of  Oost- 

winde,      fl.  2,000.00 

Adam  de  Wees,  ....      3, GOO. 00 

20,000.00 


1657. 
16""  Januarj'.     From  Mess*^-',  the  Orphan  Mas- 
ters, on   account   of : 
Mr.    Steven    van    der 
Hagen,  Secretary,  .    .  fl.  4,000.00 
y be  Tjaers' children,    .       1,000.00 
Captain  Cornelis  Stoffel- 
sen  Yerbeeck's  daugh- 
ter,           1,800.00 

Cornelis    Thomasen's 

children, 1,200.00 

Jochem  Flint's  child,     .       1,200.00 
Trynte  Jans  Hoochsaet, 
as  heir  of  Aeffgen  Jans' 
children,     800.00 


10,000.00 


9">  April.  From  Burgomaster   John   van 

de  Pol, fl.  2,000.00 

From  the  same  on  account  of 
Eva  Reyniers,  Isay 
Wynant's  children  .    .      4,000.00 

1'' May.  From  Burgomaster  Cornelis 

van  Hooswick,     .    .    .       3,000.00 
From  Agata  van  Ousthooren, 
widovF  of  Mr.  Roeloff 
Bicker, 3,000.00 

O""  May.  From  Mess",  the  Oriihan  Mas- 

ters, on    account    of: 
M  a  r  g  a  r  e  t  h  a ,    the 
daughter    of    Gysbert 
Cornelissen  Fuyck,     .       9,000.00 
Andries  Boelissen,  .   .    .      3,000.00 


24,000.00 

1657. 
6'"  June.             From  Mess",  the  Orphan  Mas- 
ters,   for    account    of 
Cornelis  Reyniers,  son 
of  Gen' Carel  Reyniers, 12,000.00 


10">  July. 


29'^    ditto. 


1658. 
21^'  June. 

18""  Julv. 
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From  Mess",  the  Ori)him  Mas- 
ters, for  account  of  Mr. 
van  Swieten's  daugh- 
ter,     fl.  6,000.00 

6""  November.  From  Mess",  the  Orijhan  Mas- 
ters.  on  account  of 
Catharina     Hendricx' 

children, 6,700.00 

From  Mess",  the  Orphan  Mas- 
ters, on  account  of : 
Martin  Willemsen 
Schagin's  children,    .  fl.  5,600.00 

The  heirs  of  Hendrick 
Jansen  vander  Kiev,  .       2,800.00 

Jan  Claessen  Swaeg's 
children, 900.00 

9,300.00 

From  the  Governors  of  St.  Pe- 
ter's hospital,   10,000.00 

From  Mess",  the  Or])han  Mas- 
ters,  on  account    of : 
Symon  van  Neck,  .    .   fl.2,000.00 
Arnout  Hudde,   ....       3,500.00 
The  child  of  Peter  Pie- 
terson  Deeckencamer,     4,500.00 

10,000.00 

From  Mess",  the  Orphan  Mas- 
ters, on  account  of : 
Micheil  Lunenburgh's 
children, fl.  2,500.00 

Abraham  vaii  Prison's 
children, 2,500.00 

Isaac  van  den  Ende's 
children, 2,000.00 

7,000.00 

From  Mess",  the  Orphan  Mas- 
ters, on  account  of: 
Alexander  Meynen's 

children, fl.  9,500.00 

Grietjin  Luyten's  heirs,     2,500.00 

12,000.00 

Total, fl.132,000.00 


19'"  October. 


1659. 
18""  November 
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On  which  money  is  ah-eadv  due,  and  yet  to  be  i)aid,  the  following 
interest,  to  wit  : 

On  a  capital  of  fl.  5,600,  already  due, fl.  1,960.00 

On  a  ca])ital  of      7,000,  payable  in  October, 245.00 

On  a  capital  of     33,000,  payable  in  November, 1,155.00 

On  a  capital  of     20,000,  payable  in  December, 700.00 

On  a  capital  of     10,000,  payable  in  January,  1663,  ....        350.00 
Alreadypaidof         600,  payable  in  April  last, 210.00 


Principal,  .   .  fl.132,000.  Interest,   ....  fl.4,620.00 


PROCEEDINGS  AT  THE  COLONIE  ON  THE  DELAWARE 

RIVER. 


Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Hon^^"  Director,  Council  and  Schepens 
in  this  Colonie  of  New  Amstel. 

Present — Mr.  Hinoiossa, 

Gerrit  van  Sweringen. 

Friday,  14'"  November,  1659. 
Jan  Willemsen  declares  that  Francis  Bloetgoet  came  to  him  on 
the  morning  of  the  .  .  .  ,  tlie  day  after  the  delivery  of  the  answer 
to  the  deduction  of  the  Commissioners,  Mr.  van  Ruyven  and  Mar- 
ten Kryger,  and  told  him  that  he  was  authorized  to  go  around  to  all 
the  Burghers,  and  to  say  tliat  the  Commissioners  would  leave  soon ; 
therefore,  that  whoever  had  any  complaint  or  recommendation  to 
make,  should  communicate  the  same  in  writing,  and  it  would  be 
answered  at  the  Manhattans,  and  that  he  had  done  so. 


Thursday,  18*  November,  1659. 
Present — d'Hinojossa, 

G.  van  Sweringen, 
Jan  Willemsen, 
Jan  Crato. 
Jan  Teunissen,  carpenter,  declares  that  he  applied  to  ^Mr.  van 
Ruyven  for  employment  as  a  soldier,  who  answered  him  thereto  : 
If  you  be  a  soldier,  you  must  stand  sentry,  and  therefore  cannot 
earn  much  ;  you  should  prefer  coming  to  the  Manhattans  as  free- 
man, in  order  to  be  employed  as  carpenter  by  private  persons  or 
even  by  Mr.  Stuyvesant,  and  as  such  had  only  to  ask  wages  ;  where- 
unto  he  replied  that  he  did  not  know  what  to  ask ;  further,  that 
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said  Mr.  van  Ruyveu  had  recommended  him  to  draw  his  wife's  pay. 
and  when  he  came  to  the  Manhattans  lie  sliould  not  be  sent  back 
liere  again,  therennto  talving  down  liis  promise,  under  oath,  that  he 
sliould  not  depart  out  the  Province  of  New  Netherland  before  this 
Colon ie  or  the  city  of  Amsterdam  were  paid. 

(Signed),  JAN  TIIEUNISSEN. 

Beneath  was : 

To  mv  knowledge. 
(Signed).  CORNELIS  YAN  GESEL,  Secretary. 

Jan  Scholten  declares  that  his  wife  had,  without  his  knowledge, 
presented  a  petition  to  Mr.  van  Ruyven  and  Captain  Marten  Kryger 
for  permission  to  leave  here,  and  that  when  he  learned  it,  he  then, 
at  their  invitation,  hath  himself  spoken  on  the  subject  to  the  above 
named  gentlemen,  that  his  wife  may  be  allowed,  agreeably  to  her 
request,  to  leave  for  the  Manhattans,  to  which  the  said  gentlemen 
had  answered,  seeing  that  there  was  no  means  of  doing  so,  they 
thought  it  best  to  see  and  effect  it  in  the  same  wise  and  manner  as 
Maria  Wouters  went  from  here,  whereunto  the  aforesaid  gentlemen 
promised  to  afford  every  aid  and  assistance. 

(Signed),  JOHANNES  SCHOLTEN. 

Benealh  was : 

To  my  Knowledge. 

CORNELIS  VAN  GEZEL,  Secretary. 
Jacob  Crabbe  declares  being  heretofore  in  conversation  with 
Sheriff  Gerrit  van  Sweringen  on  a  particular  suit  decided  by  this 
Council,  from  wliich  he,  Crabbe,  had  in-eviously  appealed,  but  did 
not  i)rosecute  the  same  at  the  proper  time,  and  was  therefore  ad- 
judged in  default,  and  could  not  prosecute  his  aforesaid  right  any 
further,  that  Mr.  van  Ruyven  had  said  to  him,  Crabbe,  in  presence 
of  the  Director :  Petition  the  Director-General  and  Council  to  be 
purged,  so  as  to  institute  your  action  anew. 

(Signed),  JACOB  CRABBE. 

Beneath  was : 

To  my  knowledge. 

CORNELIS  YAN  GEZEL,  Secretary. 


Saturday,  22°*  November,  1659. 
Present — d'Hinojossa, 

G.  van  Sweringen. 
Tryntien  Croonenburg,  wife  of  Jan  Theunissen,  being  summoned 
and  asked  for  her  husband,  who  had  broken  out  of  jail  at  night,  and 
how  was  she  to  have  gone  away  with  Karreman,  and  on  what  con- 
ditions, she  hath  declared  that,  on  the  Commissioners,  Cornells  van 
Ruyven  and  Martin  Kryger,  suggesting  and  insisting  that  she  would 
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be  much  better  at  the  Manhattans,  for  tliere  were  such  fjood  oppor- 
tunities there  to  make  money  and  obtain  bread,  as  was  to  every  one 
of  tlie  Colonists  also  sutiiciently  well  known,  and  that  the  entire 
people  had  listened  to  the  aforesaid  gentlemen,  and  taken  into  their 
heads  to  remove  to  the  Manhattans  ;  wherefore,  that  she  likewise 
endeavored  to  go  away  in  this  manner  witli  Karreman,  declaring, 
further,  that  she  does  not  know  how  or  in  what  manner  lier  husband 
hath  agreed  with  Skipper  Carreman,  but,  indeed,  that  Carreman's 
wife  and  servant  have  had  knowledge  of  it  who  have  helped  to  put 
her  furniture  on  board,  comi)laiuing,  now,  that  the  aforesaid  gen- 
tlemen were  away,  and  she  was  left  in  ti'ouble.  Thus  done  in  the 
presence  of  Jan  Juysten  and  Jan  de  Barelle.  as  witnesses  hereunto 
invited.  She,  Tryntie  Cronenburg,  further  declares  tliat  whenever 
she  spoke  to  Carreman  about  going  away  with  him,  he  said  and 
answered  :  Away  !  away  ;  can't  you  come  on  board  at  niglit ;  you 
must  do  that.  In  presence,  etc.,  signed  with  the  mark  of  Trijntien 
Cronenburgh,  wife  of  Jan  Theunissen.  Jan  de  Barelle  and  with 
the  mark  of  Jan  Juysten. 
Beneath  was : 

To  my  knowledge. 

(Signed),  CORNELIS  VAN  GEZEL. 

Lyntie  Barens,  wife  of  Hendrick  Assuerus,  declares  that  Michiel 
Karreman  hath  allowed  and  permitted  her  to  accompany  him  to  the 
Manhattans  in  his  sloop  ;  that  she  accordingly  put  her  property  on 
board,  saying  also,  that  when  the  Commissioners  were  here  she  had 
been  with  them,  because  she  saw  everybody  running  to  tliem,  and 
the  current  report  was,  that  the  Manhattans  and  this  place  were  all 
one,  and  the  Commissioners  could  and  were  empowered  to  do  every- 
thing, and  therefore  'twas  the  same  thing  whether  people,  if  they 
wished  to  go  to  the  Manhattans,  went  to  the  Commissioners  or  to 
these  magistrates.  Thus  executed  in  presence  of  Christiaen  Libart 
and  Claes  Antonis,  invited  as  witnesses.  In  testimony,  signed 
with  tlie  mark  made  by  Lyntie  Barents,  wife  of  Hendrick  Assuerus, 
Claes  Antonis  and  Christiaen  Libart,  as  witnesses. 
Beneath  was: 

To  my  knowledge. 

(Signed)  CORNELIS  YAN  GEZEL,  Secretary. 

Jan  Pyl,  being  summoned,  declares  that  Captain  Kryger's  ser- 
geant asked  him,  as  they  were  sitting  togetlier  drinking  at  Albert 
Jansen's  house,  if  he  would  wish  to  be  employed,  and  having  there- 
unto answered  yes,  but  that  he  was  not  free  of  the  Colonie,  as  his 
passage  money  was  not  paid,  howbeit  much  more  was  due  at 
Fop  Jansen's,  so  that  the  sergeant  thereunto  again  re])lied  that  he, 
Pyl,  should  get  his  account  and  give  him  his  chest,  to  be  carried  on 
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board,  and  he  should  mention  it  to  the  Captain.  Whereupon  he 
afterwards  was  sent  for  by  the  Captain  in  tlie  fort,  and  coming 
there  did  not  find  liim,  but  the  under  Commissary,  Mathys  Capito, 
who  said  to  liim  in  the  Captain's  name  that  he  had  applied  for  his 
account:  also  that  the  same  had  asked  him  the  next  day  whether 
he  had  already  got  his  account,  offering  to  confirm  the  same  by 
oath.  Thus  done  in  presence  of  Ilendrick  Gerritsen ,  Court  Messen- 
ger, and  Claes  Antonisen  invited  as  witness. 

(Signed)  JAN  PYL. 

Hendrick  Gerritsen  van  Gesel, 
Claes  Antonis". 
Beneath  was : 

To  mv  knowledge, 
(Signed),  CORNELIS  YAN  GESEL,  Secretary. 

Antony  Briandt,  being  summoned,  declares  that  his  wife,  on  the 
offer  of  Mr.  van  lluy ven  to  assist  him  in  a  certain  suit  and  differ- 
ence between  him  and  the  Director,  arising  out  of  a  certain  con- 
tract, on  which  judgment  had  been,  since  5  @  6  months,  pro- 
nounced by  the  Council,  hath  given  verbal  procuration  and  power, 
in  order  to  be  relieved  of  said  judgment,  which  ;Mr.  van  Kuyven 
then  hath  promised  his  wife,  sha.l  be  i)erformed  for  lier,  free  of 
cost  and  damage :  that  liis  wife  hath  delivered  over  tliereunto  all 
papers  and  vouchers  to  the  said  Mr.  van  Rnyven,  offering  to  con- 
fiiTu  the  same  by  oath,  if  necessary.  Thus  executed  in  presence  of 
Jan  van  Kalcker  and  Reynier  Raven,  invited  as  witnesses,  who, 
with  the  above  named  Briandt,  hath  subscribed  these. 

(Signed),  ANTOXY  BRIANDT. 

Jan  Evertson  van  Kalcker  and 
R.  Ravens. 
Beneath  was : 

To  my  knowledge, 

(Signed),  CORNELIS  YAN  GEZEL,  Secretary. 

Under  was : 
Agrees, 

(Signed),  CORNELIS  YAN  GEZEL,  Secretary. 


SHERIFF  YAN  SWERINGEN  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS 
OF  THE  COLONIE  ON  THE  DELAWARE  RIYER. 


Gentlemen: — I  cannot  forbear,  by  this  occasion,  saluting  you 
and  offering  you  my  humble  service.  I  hope  your  Honors  will  be 
disposed  to  accept  it,  on  my  Petition  by  the  ship  the  Son,  etc.,  as  I 
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liave  been  admitted,  subject  to  your  Honor's  approbation,  Schout 
and  Councillor  in  the  stead  of  the  late  Commissary  Rynevelt,  whose 
place,  as  Commissary,  I  have  filled,  since  his  death,  to  the  ^e""  No- 
vember, 1659,  only  for  want  of  others,  as  I  have  never  been  inclined 
to  continue  in  such  employ,  as  your  Honors  will  have  fully  seen 
per  my  last.  1  have,  also,  verbally  told  the  Director  that  I  Avas  not 
willing  to  do  so,  whereupon  he  answered  me,  I  shall  tliink  of  it. 
This  is  all  that  is  to  be  expected  whenever  anything  is  asked  of 
him.  Some  time  afterwards,  I  allowed  Dominie  Welius  to  request 
it.  He  gave  for  answer :  When  his  house  is  built :  wliich  he  plainly 
saw  could  hardly  be  done  in  a  year  for  want  of  workmen,  and  be- 
cause of  the  size  of  that  house,  which  is,  at  present,  about  finished, 
so  that  now  I  am  heard  by  my  Petition  and  discharge  for  the  term 
of  3  months.  Thereupon,  Cornells  van  Gezel  hath  taken  charge  of 
the  store  by  inventory,  but  I  have  nothing  to  say  to  the  specifying 
of  the  3  mouths,  but  can  well  consider  that  men,  on  the  ex])iration 
of  3  months,  will  not  retract  and  restore  me  therein  and  again  make 
an  inventory  of  the  store.  It  appears  to  be  a  trick  to  hold  me  bound 
to  it.  and  also  in  regard  that  he  hath  placed  his  nephew  therein,  to 
to  which  Mr.  d'Hijiojossa  is  somewhat  opposed  because  they  are  too 
nearly  related,  and  for  other  reasons  thereto  adduced. 

What  now  appertains  to  the  books  or  accounts:  'tis  now,  by  the 
hard  driving  of  Mr.  Hinojossa,  resolved  that  they  shall  be  prepared, 
but  I  still  fear  nothing  will  come  of  it,  for  the  Director,  as  I  hear, 
has  to  your  Honors  thrown  the  blame  on  us,  and  that  they  cannot, 
therefore,  be  ready.  But  I  Avonder  much  that  so  clever  a  man,  who 
appears  to  be  so  expert  at  book-keeping,  should  have  recourse  to 
such  pitiful  excuses  before  so  wise  a  board  as  your  Honors.  I  should 
fear  being  severely  reproved  therefor. 

On  this  subject  I  have  submitted  a  proposal  to  him  through  Mr. 
Hinojossa,  viz. :  that  the  accounts,  or  what  the  people  have  re- 
ceived, both  in  provisions  and  merchandise,  in  the  year  1657,  were 
delivered  by  him  through  the  aforesaid  Rynevelt ;  now  what  apper- 
tains to  the  year  '58  is  also  ready,  the  same  as  '57,  so  that  his  Honor, 
if  he  have  any  desire,  can  easily  go  on,  and  I  offer  to  subjoin  1659 
also,  before  he  wants  it,  or  forfeit  100  guilders.  To  this  he  made 
answer:  What  I  have  is  mere  child's  work;  wherein  his  Honor 
spoke  correctly,  for  he  treats  the  Commissary  as  a  mere  child  and 
would  never  make  him  wiser,  withholding  his  commission  and  in- 
struction. He  himself  kept  the  books  of  monthly  wages,  whereof 
he  will  boast  some  niglit  or  morning,  but  I  trust  'twill  meet  with 
very  little  consideration  from  you,  for,  when  the  Commissary  knew 
"What  his  office  was,  it  made  him  frequently  sad,  asking  Mr.  Alrichs 
for  his  instruction,  to  which,  in  [my]  presence,  he  gave  for  answer: 
My  order  is  your  instruction.  Whereupon  Jonkh""  Rynevelt  was 
obliged  to  apply  for  it  further  off,  and  his  instruction  followed  by 
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the  Son,  but  things  were  then  brought  in  a  train,  as  ah-eady  stated, 
so  that  nothing  then  remained  to  be  done,  and  shortly  after  he  died, 
after  having  accomplished  his  time  here  honestly  and  piously,  con- 
stantly endeavoring  honorably  to  advance  the  public  interests  of 
the  city ;  but  the  good  man  has  Ijeen  always  put  off  by  his  goodness, 
so  that  he  had  nothing  either  here  or  there. 

To  return,  then,  to  the  foregoing,  relative  to  the  accounts,  it  can 
well  be  considered  tliat  whoever  simply  and  faithfully  conhues  him- 
self to  disbursing  to  this  one  and  that,  on  the  Director's  order,  can- 
not deliver  his  account,  except  on  a  debit  sheet,  the  same  as  any 
one,  in  like  manner  the  ])rovisions  from  year  to  year,  but  to  arrange 
his  credit,  that  must  be  the  business  of  him  who  receives  the  debt, 
purchases  wares,  holds  tlie  proceeds  in  hand  and  disposes  thereof ; 
but  disposing  of  city's  means  is  now,  God  help  it,  an  easy  matter 
here,  as  tliey  are  few  or  none  excei)t  about  i'.OOU  guilders  in  mer- 
chandise and  what  General  Stuyvesant  hath  sent  on  credit,  notv^'ith 
standing  there  must  be  a  considerable  sum,  in  addition.  There's 
still  in  store  some  shirts,  women's  hose,  and  some  bales  of  coarse 
cloth,  with  a  parcel  of  hats  and  shoes  ;  the  best  wares  are  disbursed 
for  provisions  procured  in  the  Sonne  many  of  which  were  sold  by 
me  for  Wampum  on  the  Director's  order,  in  small  quantities,  so 
that  the  store  might  well  be  called  a  groceiy.  The  proceeds  I  car- 
ried every  week  to  his  house  or  he  gave  orders  on  me,  which,  at  the 
end.  amounted  to  so  much  that  1  sometimes  must  disburse  4  or  5 
hundred  gudders  of  my  own,  which  1  could  not  do  any  longer,  it 
tending  to  the  injury  of  those  whose  goods  I  had  on  hand,  which 
gave  me  more  and  more  an  aversion  to  the  store.  Again,  through 
all  this  selling,  chaffering  and  bartering,  I  dreaded  to  come,  finally, 
into  trouble  with  the  Director  ;  for  confused  accounts  and  an  em]>ty 
treasury  bring  a  man  to  his  wit's  ends,  and  his  Honor  is  daily  talk- 
ing of  rendering  an  account,  and  I  would  readily  shove  everything 
from  his  head,  but  I  hold  myself  excused  from  tliat,  as  1  have  never 
been  willing  to  take  any  justification  upon  myself,  for  divers  reasons, 
sucli  as  the  leakiness  of  the  store  in  the  fort ;  the  detaching  the 
store  from  our  dwelling,  and  the  like;  and  although  he  liatl],  up  to 
this  time,  kept  me  against  my  will,  I  have  asked  him  what  wages  I 
should  have  for  my  past  time,  or  at  least  to  give  me  a  certificate 
that  I  had  served  so  long;  he  refused  it,  but  I  rely,  herein,  on  your 
Honor's  discretion:  yet  I  shall  not  neglect  faitlifully  to  serve  the 
city  of  Amsterdam  in  the  office  whicli  I  now  unworthily  fill. 

Herewith  1  commend  your  AVorships  to  the  jirotection  of  God 
Almighty,  who  will  always  keep  and  preserve  you  and  direct  your 
Honor's  undertaking  to  the  advancement  of  this  Colonie  and  God's 
Church. 

Your  Honors'  obedient  and 
Ever  ready  servant, 

(Signed),  G.  v.  SWERINGEN. 
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SHERIFF  YAN  SWERINGEN  TO    .    .    . 


New  Amstel,  8""  December,  1659. 
Noble,  Worshipful^  Venerable^  Wise^  Bight  Prudent  Sir! 

SiK :  With  due  respect  and  reverence  have  I  liereby  taken  the 
liberty  to  f?reet  you,  tlu-ough  bounden  duty  of  gratitude  to  de- 
vote to  you  all  the  days  of  my  life.  I  hope  you  will  not  consider 
the  insignificance  of  my  person,  but  excuse  the  previous  and  present 
boldness  of  so  freely  w^riting  to  your  Honor. 

Such  being  the  case,  I  cannot  neglect  hereby  to  communicate  my 
promotion ;  about  a  year  and  a  half  after  my  departure  from  Patria, 
with  your  Honor's  favorable  recommendation,  I  have  been  ap- 
pointed Schout  here,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Hon'''*  the 
Principals;  previously  I  have  taken  care  of  the  store  as  clerk,  and, 
after  J.  Rynvelt's  death,  as  Commissary,  fi'om  which  I  have  now 
requested  to  be  discharged,  as  I  have,  though,  unworthy,  been  re- 
cently made  Second  Councillor  with  Joncker  Alexander  d'Hinojossa, 
first  Councillor  and  Captain  Lieutenant  of  the  Military  here,  who 
intends  to  go  over  in  the  spring  to  represent  this  miserable  place, 
God  help  it.  The  Military  were  few  when  tlie  English  came  down 
on  us,  as  your  Honor  will  have  fully  seen  by  the  papers  in  the 
case  transmitted  ;  the  store  is  empty  and  repaired,  the  most  being 
distributed  among  tlie  peoi)le;  but  much  unnecessary  expense  is  in- 
curred, which  might  have  been  spared,  and  tlie  honor  of  the  city, 
which  is  here  now  so  scandalously  cried  down,  might  have  been 
presei-ved,  and  one  debt  after  tlie  other  have  been  remitted ;  even 
the  property  of  the  orphans,  inclusive,  hath  been  retained,  so  tliat 
the  continual  craving  for  and  recommendation  to  send  over  the 
books,  is  not  strange;  this  should  now  be  commenced,  but  I  be- 
lieve all  again  will  remain  in  arrears.  The  Director  will  api)arently 
lay  the  blame,  as  he  daily  does,  on  the  death  of  the  Commissary, 
and  now  on  me,  but  I  can  in  no  wise  excuse  him,  inasmuch  as  the 
late  Commissary  being  held  in  little  esteem  by  tlie  Director,  the 
latter  witldield  his  commission,  and,  on  being  applied  to  for  it,  said : 
My  order  is  your  instruction ;  kept  the  books  of  montlily  wages 
himself,  sent  orders  only  witli  a  boy  to  have  from  the  store  what- 
ever he  pleased,  so  that  said  Commissary  complained  thereof  to  his 
superiors,  who  have  sent  him  a  commission  conformable  to  that  the 
Director  had  belonging  to  him.  Nothing  but  a  journal  is  kept  in 
the  store :  what  came  in  was  by  the  Director  received,  traded,  etc. ; 
'twas  not  for  us  to  know  whether  'twas  for  the  city  or  on  his  Honor's 
private  account;  therefore,  we  could  not  return  to  him  except 
what  we  have  given  to  the  people;  how  he  hath  means  to  balance 
the  credit  with  the  debit,  he  hirqself  must  know,  for  he  hath  bought 


36S  PAPERS  EELATIXG  TO  THE 

all  those  dear  enough.  Thus,  also,  we  cannot  make  out  that  special 
vindication,  for  neither  Rynevelt  nor  I  have  ever  issued  any  goods 
hj  measure  or  weight ;  all  was  done  by  guess.  I  am  grieved  to  be 
obliged  to  put  such  things  to  paper,  as  still  young  in  tliis  office,  I 
have  been  the  city's  unwortliy  servant :  but  it  pains  me  that  every- 
thing has  been  done  so  inconsiderately,  whereby  so  noble  a  city, 
whereof  all  the  world  boasts,  hath  been  slandered  both  here  and  in 
surrounding  places. 

Secondly,  if  things  become  worse,  I,  individually,  am  ruined,  for 
I  have  received  here  some  goods  from  my  brother,  all  which  I  have 
laid  out  in  the  house,  horses  and  mules  {muelcn),  wiiich  cost  me  full 
4  (7/  6  thousand  guilders,  Holland  currency :  besides  that,  I  am 
also  married ;  yet,  I  hope  that  their  Right  "Worshipful  Honors  will 
not  allow  the  work  to  stick;  I  trust  Mr.  Hinojossa"s  proposals  will 
serve  in  this  matter  to  redress  everything  at  trifling  cost. 

I  shall  herewith  conclude,  recommending  myself  to  your  good 
favor.  I  dare  not  proceed  farther  herein,  for  all  that  I  am  well  ac- 
quainted with  a  histoiT  of  this  place.  I  refer  to  ISIr.  Hinojossa, 
who  again  yesterday  told  and  requested  me  to  communicate  to  your 
Honor  his  coming ;  he  vnll  then  bring  everything  clear  enough  on 
the  carpet.  Herewith  I  commend  your  Honor  to  the  mercy  and 
protection  of  the  Most  Higli  God,  and  remain  your  obedient  humble 
servant. 

(Signed)  G.  v.  SWERIXGEX. 

In  the  margin  was : 

After  this,  it  has  happened  that  Mr.  Hinojossa  hath  written  to 
Mess""*  the  Commissioners  and  Directors :  he  requested  me  to  inclose 
the  same,  through  fear  that  it  may  be  detained  at  the  Manhattans, 
which  was  formerly  the  case.  Therefore,  I  request  your  Honor  to 
be  pleased  to  forward  it  by  a  safe  hand. 


Mr.    HINOJOSSA    TO    THE    COMMISSIONERS    OF    THE 
COLONIE  ON  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Honorable,  Wise,  Right  Prudent,  Most  Worshipful,  the  Cornmts- 
sioners  and  Directors  appointed  over  the  Colonie,  on  the  behalf  of 
the  Bif/ht  Worshipful  Burgomasters  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam  : 

Right  "VVoRSHiPFrL  Gextlemex  :  My  last  to  you  was  of  18'° 
August  by  way  of  Manhattans,  under  cover  of  the  Director-Gen- 
eral, which  I  hope  shall  have  been  duly  handed  to  you.  I  should 
now  transmit  the  copy  herewith,  but  the  sudden  departure  of  the 
sloop  does  not  permit  it.    Whether  this  be  in  order  to  deprive  me  of 
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the  opi)ortiinity  of  writiufi  thereby  or  wherefoi-e  it  is.  I  shall  ])ass 
over,  but  with  difficulty  have  1  been  able  to  obtain  this.  1  shall 
therefore  only  cursorily  relate  the  contents,  which  is  the  low  condi- 
tion of  the  Colonie,  and  how  that  occurred;  also  its  renewed  i)r(>- 
fjress.  and  what  concerns  this  river  and  cairL)e  ])rocured  from  it.  and 
the  trade  Avhich  is  to  be  carried  on  and  had  here;  but  I  refer  myself 
especially  to  my  verbal  rein-esentation,  as  I,  for  certain  Aveighty 
reasons,  do  not  trust  to  Avritinc;  over  nor  to  the  pen,  but  prefer  verbal 
communication,  exce])t  that  I  shall  feed  each  soul  according  to  this 
inclosed  list,  and  liope  to  give  you  verbal  explanation,  so  as  to  re- 
cover moneys  disbursed  with  interest  thereof,  less  tlian  7  (a  .  8,  and 
that  your  Honors'  Colonie  shall  be  full  of  people  and  cattle,  and 
shall  then  tiourish,  through  the  mercy  of  God.  Man  employs  means. 
but  God  must  bless  them,  otherwise  are  they  lost.  The  Colonists 
to  be  delivered  here — a  thousand  souls — who  will  work  the  land  with 
plenty  of  cattle,  and  support  all  the  servants  five  years,  the  freight 
or  passage  money  of  the  Colonists,  or  else  the  expenses  of  the  peo- 
ple and  crew  of  the  ship,  also  for  a  term  of  five  years  ;  then  shall 
the  Colonie  be  considerable  enough  and  peopled,  and  the  city  re- 
lieved of  disbursements,  such  as  maintaining  servants,  and  receive 
something  yearly.  All  this  shall  1  perform,  by  God's  help,  with  one 
hundred  thousaiul  guilders,  and  I  shall  each  time  give  security  foi- 
the  moneys  1  shall  receive,  until  your  Honors  have  obtained,  to  your 
satisfaction,  the  handwriting  of  each  individual,  that  he  hath  had 
the  promised  rations  according  to  agreement,  and  besides  what  tiiey 
have  done,  together  with  the  declaration  of  the  overseers  that  it  is 
so;  all  this  wiJiout  prejudice  to  the  Director,  simi)ly  in  quality  as 
Commissary,  Captain  and  Councillor,  and  that  shall  be  without 
stipulation  of  Avages.  but  shall  submit  to  the  profund  discretion  of 
your  Honors,  according  to  merits  and  your  Honors'  favor  with 
gratitude  and  thanks,  whereof  I  have  already  requested  and  still 
crave,  so  as  by  your  order  to  be  sent  for  in  the  spring.  But  since 
my  last,  so  mucii  change  lias  taken  place  here,  that  I  think  it  to  be 
very  proper  to  depart  sooner,  wherefore  I  liave  asked  the  Director's 
permission  to  go  in  January,  by  way  of  Virginia,  to  Holland,  simply 
giving  him  as  a  reason  for  my  departure,  to  acquaint  your  Honors 
with  the  low  condition  of  this  place.  Thereupon  answered,  first : 
I  cannot  spare  you  from  here  ;  secondly,  before  I  allow  you  to  leave, 
my  accounts  must  be  arranged.  Tlien,  on  the  first  point,  1  said  : 
Should  I  hapi)en  to  die,  you  would  have  to  spare  me.  I  inquired, 
when  would  the  books  be  ready  V  He  answered  the  first  of  March, 
and  that  I  might  go  then.  But  I  expect  that  if  I  do  not  leave,  ex- 
cept with  his  permission,  I  sliall  wait  a  long  time.  Therefore,  I 
shall  anxiously  look  for  your  Honors'  order ;  also  the  sendinc:  for 
the  galiot,  which  is  running  behind — 1  say  running  behind,  i)artly 
because  the  freiglits  do  not  pay  the  expenses,  wages  and  board  of 
24— Vol.  V. 
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tlie  skipper  and  crew,  sayiiicf  nothing  of  the  wear  and  tear  of  tlie 
<raliot.  sails,  e^e.  But,  more  tlian  tliis,  tlie  little  freiijlit  Avhich  it 
])roduces  is  likewise  wholly  wasted  here,  and  also  the  exchanges 
and  what  the  one  hath  ])aid  the  otlier,  the  freiijlit  moneys  of  the 
shi)).  tlie  Guide  son  and  thousands  whicli  his  Honor  owes  here,  so 
that  my  heart  almost  breaks  when  I  reflect  on  and  consider  every- 
thintf.  besides  my  individual  loss,  which  is  considerable,  as  Avell  as 
that  of  otlier  iidiabitants.  I  siiall  then  even  draw  nii  wliat  is  due 
here,  what  he  considers  to  be  jmblic  debts,  that  is.  what  I  know, 
exclusive  of  what  I  do  not  know.  Please  not  to  interiiret  me  un- 
favorably, because  1  am  bound  Ity  God  and  the  Lords  I  serve,  to  do 
it.  And  even  nowadays,  all  that  he  can  grii)e  and  catch,  is  he  in- 
clined tor,  ])rovided  'tis  only  to  be  had  on  credit,  so  that,  in  i>resence 
of  Gerrit  van  Swerin<ren  and  Cornells  van  Gezel,  his  nei)hew,whom 
he  hath  now  appointed  Commissary,!  lately  said:  1  have  offered 
oi)]iosition  enouiih,  but  what  his  Honor  wills,  that  will  he  do.  ]S'ow 
he.  Van  Gezel,  hath  invested  his  mean,s  in  clai)boards-.  he  means  to 
keep  tlie  weather  out  of  the  store  ;  but  what  does  tliat  avail  y  'Tis 
too  late:  the  little  ham  is  all  eaten,  the  store  is  empty,  so  the 
Director  requests  goods  and  iirovisions  from  the  Director-lreneral ; 
whereupon  I  said :  Sir,  how  will  you  pay  for  them  ?  Turning  him- 
self around  in  his  bed,  though  sick  he  was,  he  answered  :  Why  do 
you  trouble  yourself  about  that:  you  are  altogether  too  thick  headed! 
It  ai)])ears,  if  his  Honor  can  get  a  thing,  he  thinks  very  little  about 
restitution.  He  longs  much  for  a  ship,  but  I  slioidd  be  sorry  to  see 
it.  as  "twould  be  all  wasted.  This  shall  serve  for  conclusion,  that 
the  Regents  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam  should  not  allow  the  i^ast  to 
stop  so  noble  a  work,  but  consider  tlie  reward  tliey  have  to  exi)ect 
from  God  and  the  thanks  from  man,  and  not  to  look  to  the  expense 
of  my  little  plan.  But  I  trust  that  previous  disbursements  whicli 
are,  a?;  it  were  gone,  will  be  hereby  recovered,  and  I  think  that  God 
presents  this  means,  in  order  that  so  noble  a  in-ojeet  should  not  be 
smothered  in  the  birth,  as  such  tender  and  new  beginnings  cannot 
be  as  much  :  be  i)leased  to  take  this,  my  boldness,  in  good  part,  and 
consider  that  I  am  driven  thereto  for  theimi)rovement  of  my  house, 
and  secondly,  by  the  duty  1  owe  my  Lords  and  masters.  Herewith 
shall  I  commend  myself  to  your  Honors'  good  favor,  and  jiray  God 
the  Lord  that  his  Almightiness  may  bless  your  administration,  so 
that  we  may  live  peaceably  and  quietly  under  it,  in  all  godliness  and 
uprightness.  Amen ! 
Honorable,  Wise,  Right  Prudent,  Right  Honorable, 
I  am  and  remain. 

Your  Honors'  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  ALEXANDER  dTIIXOYOSSA. 
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Debts  due  in  the  Colonie. 

The  Director-General,  as  I  heard  from  his  own  mouth,  .fl  4,000.00 

To  the  same  gentleman,  now  anew, 2.400.00 

To  myself, 516.00 

To  Joost  Gooderis, 150.00 

fl.  7,066.00 

Cornelis  van  Gesel,  500  guilders;   Gerritt  van  Swer- 

ingen,400gl., fl.  900.00 

To  myself, 1,530.00 

Public  baker.  700  gl. ;  two  men,  400  gl., 1.100.00 

Hendrick  Kip,  200  gl. :  Michel  Carreman,  80  gl„  .   .   .  280.00 

Peter  Alrichs,  his  nephew,  400  gl„ 400.00 

The  creditors  of  AndriesHude,  for  the  church,  .    .   .    .  900.00 

fl.  5,520.00 

To  me,  also,  an  ox  and  108  lbs.  of  beef;  18  skepels  Indian  corn, 
\\''ampum. 

This  is  what  I  know,  exclusive  of  what  I  don't  know,  and  I  be- 
lieve does  not  include  all. 

Table  of  the  Bations  which  I  should  give  for  one  year  for  sixtij  Holland 

guilders. 

Each  man,  per  week,  seven  lbs.  of  bread, 7  lbs. 

Meat,  4  lbs., 4  lbs. 

Four  pints  of  peas,  per  week, 4  pints. 

Two  poiuids  of  dried  codfish, 2  lbs. 

One  quartern  of  oil, 1  quartern. 

Two  quarterns  of  vinegar, 2      ditto. 

One  man  can  work  well  a  week  on  this. 
One  cow  worth  50  gl.,  Holland  currency. 
Beneath  stood : 

Your  Honors'  obedient  sen^ant, 
(Signed),  ALEXANDER  d'HINOYOSSA. 

Done  in  New  Amstel,  12"'  December,  1659. 


YICE-DIRECTOR  ALRICHS  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF 
THE  COLONIE  ON  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Honorable,  Wise,  Right  Prudent  :    This  will  serve  to  cover 
the  duplicates  of  the  letters  transmitted  heretofore  on  the  20""  Sep- 
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tember,  under  the  inclosed  previous  envelope  to  the  Mauhattans,  to 
advise  you  of  the  troubles  which  the  Englisli  endeavor  to  foment 
against  us,  as  the  ships  had  sailed  and  those  duplicates  came  back,  as 
may  be  seen  by  said  envelope,  and  also  by  the  annexed  papers,  viz: 
the  summons  of  the  English,  the  answer,  insinuation  and  protest 
against  it,  which  we  returned.  Whereupon  we  received  the  assist- 
ance for  which  we  and  also  Mr.  Willem  Beeckman,  Vice-Uirector 
over  the  Company's  limits  in  this  river,  made  application  to  the 
Director-General  and  Council,  under  the  command  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, Secretary  van  Ruyven,  and  Captain  Martin  Kryger,  who, 
after  exhibiting  their  letter  of  credence  and  commission,  dispatched 
two  delegates,  Jonk*^  Augustinus  Hermans  and  Resolvert  Waldron, 
to  Maryland,  to  the  English  Governor,  named  Josias  Fendel,  whose 
Vindication  is  to  be  seen  annexed.  From  the  one  and  the  other,  an 
opinion  can  be  formed  of  our  condition,  whicli,  in  truth,  is  very  low, 
for  we  now  are  subject  to  one  and  another  drawback  continually, 
from  the  beginning  and  undertaking  of  this  Colonie,  so  that  we  are 
in  need  at  once  of  an  entirely  new  heart,  and  of  peoi)le  adapted  for  ag- 
riculture, such  as  we  have  had  heretofore  for  tlie  most  part:  besides, 
the  pretensions  which  the  English  i)ut  forth  to  this  river  and  terri- 
tory ought,  above  all  things,  be  removed,  in  such  wise  as  the  Hon''"' 
West  India  Company  shall  find  most  advantageous  to  themselves 
and  to  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  lands,  for,  otherwise, no  man  will 
be  willing  or  can  i-emain  here,  much  less  will  any  person  come  hither, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  private  interested  i)ersons,who  have  employed 
and  invested  their  means  here  in  houses  and  lands,  will  claim  indem- 
nity for  losses  caused  by  the  pretensions  of  the  English,  so  tliat,  in 
imcertainty,  such  conjectures  have  arisen  in  the  minds  of  all  and 
every  one,  that  'tis  unknown  how  or  what  at  last  will  come  of  it. 
Meanwhile,  they  accuse  the  city  and  proprietors,  for,  say  they,  a 
quiet  and  peaceable  country,  to  w/iich  no  man  hath  a  riglit,  was 
promised  them,  which  damage  not  only  is  considerable,  simply  for 
each  individual,  but  is  of  still  more  importance  for  the  city  itself, 
by  the  retrogression  and  stoppage  which  the  Colonie  in  general 
suffers,  exclusive  of  the  costs  already  incurred  for  expenses,  repair- 
ing and  strengthening  this  fortress  since  the  commencement  of  tlie 
troubles  with  the  English,  amounting  to  over  three  thousand  guild- 
ers, on  which  amount,  as  well  as  for  the  maintenance  of  more 
military,  inasmuch  as  we  are  obliged  and  necessitated  to  enlist  as 
many  as  possible  of  the  Colonists  to  strengthen  and  preserve  this  fort, 
the  city's  credit  is  burthened  more  and  more.  We  therefore  wish,  as 
has  frequently  been  requested,  that  the  required  stores  may  be  sent 
over,  wliich  we  all  along  have  expected,  and  are  still  daily  exjtecting. 
Should  they  not  arrive  in  the  spring,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  allow 
everything  to  take  its  course ;  nevertheless,  in  ordertoju'eventthat, 
it  is  resolved  and  concluded  to  depute  Mr.  Hinojossa  next  spring  to 
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your  Honors  for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating  the  causes  of  the  low 
condition  of  the  Colouie,  viz:  first,  the  want  of  industrious  people 
who  understand  agriculture,  and  tlie  superabundance  of  lazy,  idle 
and  all-devouring  men.  who  know  no  more  about  work  and  farming 
than  women  and  children  ;  who  are  only  good  to  eat  and  drink,  and 
pertinaciously  insist  that  a  year's  support  was  promised  them ;' sec- 
ondly, the  intemperate  air  and  heavy  rains,  which  have  caused  a 
poor  crop  of  all  the  means  of  sujiport  for  men,  and  of  forage  for  cattle, 
and  consequently  great  scarcity  and  loss  botli  in  the  one  and  the 
other;  thirdly,  unhealthiness,  sickness,  disease,  violent  and  pesti- 
lential fevers  and  other  tedious  disorders  wiiich  have  continued 
every  year,  whereof  many  have  died.  Tlie  proclamation  of  days  of 
fasting  and  prayer  on  this  account,  observed  from  time  to  time,  and 
the  lists  of  the  dead  also  sent  (;ver,  are  proofs  thereof.  All  the  in- 
liabitants  of  New  Netherland  are  visited  with  those  plagues,  but 
none  however,  so  severely  as  our  people,  which  also,  nevertheless, 
continue,  for,  at  present,  those  here  are  still,  for  the  most  part,  tor- 
mented, as  I,  myself,  have  been ;  I  am  now  confined  to  my  bed 
between  2  and  3  months,  and  so  severely  attacked  by  tertian  ague, 
that  nothing  less  than  death  has  been  expected  every  otlier  day,  and 
all  things  were  directed  accordingly:  but  now,  thank  God,  I  begin 
to  be  somewhat  better,  so  that  at  present  I  begin  again  to  leave  the 
bed  for  a  little  wjiile,  which  inconveniences  have  consequently  been 
productive  of  more  trouble  to  us  than  to  other  old  inhabitants, 
who  apparently  have  been  better  able  to  withstand  a  bad  time ;  for, 
by  the  aforesaid  occurrences,  lias  this  Colonic,  like  a  tender  plant^ 
been  cruslied  and  down-trodden  ;  fourthly,  agriculture,  which  was 
manifesting  a  favorable  beginning,  is  all  at  once  thrown  into  a  lieap 
by  the  impending  and  all-destroying  English  war.  Fifthly,  and 
lastly,  the  uneasiness  and  dread  created,  by  the  aforesaid  impending 
war,  among  us  and  the  common  people,  of  being  stripj^ed  of  their 
property,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  offer  of  good  conditions  made 
them  by  the  Englisli  whenever  they  would  come  and  dwell  among 
tliem ;  add  to  this,  their  being  enticed  and  protected  by  those  of  the 
Manhattans,  have  been  the  cause  that  many  among  them  have  re- 
moved hither  and  thither.  It  was  hoped  that  this  dread  Avould 
have  been  dispelled  by  the  arrival  of  the  reinforcement  with  the 
Commissioners,  Secretary  Cornells  van  Ruyven  and  Captain  Mar- 
ten Kryger,  whereas  they  have  caused  as  much  greater  disquietude, 
as  by  the  annexed  declarations  can  be  seen,  and  is  transparent.  All 
which,  with  many  other  things,  will  be  verbally  demonstrated  to 
your  Honors  more  clearly  and  fully  by  Mr.  Hinojossa,  and  also  how 
and  what  is  serviceable  for  the  improvement  of  this  Colonie,  in 
order  to  develop  the  constitution  and  circumstances  of  these  lands, 
and  to  that  end,  hel])  to  concert  and  to  point  out  the  means  for  the 
best  advantage  and  profit  of  the  city. 
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Concerninfj  the  accounts:  As  Commissary  Ryiievelt  and  his  suc- 
cessor, Gerrit  van  Sweringen,  have  been  unfit  to  make  out  proper 
accounts,  and  I,  myself,  have  continually  so  many  occupations, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  devote  my  time  thereto,  they,  there- 
fore, are  not  ready,  as  they  ouglit  to  be.  Wherefore  I  pray  your 
Honors  to  entertain  the  reasons  and  all  things  duly  to  consider. 
Nevertheless,  we  hope,  with  God's  help,  to  transmit  them  in  the 
spring  by  Mr.  Hinojossa,  in  such  form  as  will  be  possible,  not 
doubting  but  your  Honors  will  experience  contentment  and  satis- 
faction therein.  Previous  letters  had  in-omised  the  sending  of  assist- 
ance of  servants,  and  the  last,  a  ship  with  divers  stores,  such  as  iron, 
coals,  brick,  lime,  powder,  a  brew-kettle  and  such  like,  wliich  we  have 
anxiously  expected,  as  well  as  refreshments  for  tlie  common  people, 
viz:  prunes,  currants,  French  wine,  etc.,  as  'tis  impossible,  in  this 
vexatious  sickness,  to  live  without  them,  and  they  were  always  to 
be  received  by  tlie  arrival  of  the  ship  or  ships,  but  as  these  did  not 
come,  want  is  frequently  experienced.  In  consequence  of  the  fail- 
ure of  the  aforesaid  materials,  the  people  were  not  accommodated, 
but  everything  is  at  a  stand-still. 

Again,  you  are  advised  that  our  Minister,  J)"  Everadus  Welius, 
liatli  died  on  the  9"'  instant,  to  the  sorrow  and  grief  of  us  all. 

The  Director- General,  requesting  the  galiot  to  send  provisions 
and  other  necessaries  by  her  to  Cura9ao,  his  Honor  hath  chartered 
her  for  the  term  of  8  months,  to  make  a  voyage  thither  and  back, 
for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  guilders  a  month.  This  could  not  be 
refused,  on  account  of  needful  service  for  the  Hon'^""  Company. 

Your  Honors  are  again  hereby  respectfully  requested  to  pay  as 
much  attention  as  possible  to  the  sending  another  Minister  hither 
very  speedily,  so  that  the  congregation  now  here  collected  may  not 
come  all  at  once  to  grow  wild.  W  herewitli  conmiending  your 
Honors  to  God's  protection. 
Your  Honors'  obedient  and 

Obliged  servant, 

(Signed),  J.  ALRICHS. 

On  one  side : 

New  Amstel,  on  the  South  River,  in  New  Netherland,  this,  12'" 
December,  1569. 
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SKIPPER    HUYS    TO    THE   COMMISSIONERS    OF    THE 
COLOXIE  OX  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


On  board  the  galiot  Nieuwer  Amstel,  lying  at  the  ferrj% 
In  front  of  the  Maxhattaks,  24^"  December,  A"  1659. 

Honorable^  Wise,  Prudent  and  Bight  Discreet  Oentlemen ! 

G-EXTLEMEX :  As  the  ship  Superamundi  now  lies  ready  to  sail  for 
Patria,  I  cannot  omit  to  greet  your  Honors  with  these  few  lines. 

Having  returned  on  the  19'"  March  to  the  Manhattans  with  the 
galiot,  to  undertake  another  voyage  to  Curayao  for  the  Hon''"' 
Petrus  Stuyvesant,  and  in  the  employment  of  the  Hon'''''  West 
India  Company,  and  am  at  present  somewhat  in  want  of  cordage, 
canvas,  and  also  of  an  anchor,  which  was  lost  in  the  South  river 
whilst  I  lay  sick  at  the  Manhattans,  for  the  common  rope  is  scarcely 
good  for  anything;  'tis  as  it  were  burnt  in  the  manufacture;  at 
least  it  appears  so.  The  purchase  of  new  rope  here  would  be  very  ex- 
pensive, so  that  I  shall  examine  it  well  this  time,  for  I  must  have 
2  or  3  bales  for  hoisting  lines.  I  have  had  a  new  topsail  made  here ; 
I  am  getting  a  new  mizzen.  I  have  requested  one  of  the  anchors 
lying  at  Cura5ao  from  Mr.  Stuyvesant,  who  gave  me  for  answer: 
That  I  must  speak  to  Mr.  Bocx  about  it. 

As  regards  the  galiot :  If  it  remain  in  this  country  longer  than 
my  time,  considerable  expense  must  be  incurred,  and  everything 
that  is  to  be  purchased  here  is  mighty  dear,  and  if  it  be  not  ordered 
to  return  home  by  the  summer,  the  goods  I  have  heretofore  ■nTitten 
for  must  be  sent  out. 

As  regards  our  new  Colonie,  established  by  your  Honors :  At 
present  'tis  in  a  low  condition,  and  should  there  be  no  change,  I 
fear  'twill  be  lower ;  but  that  will  be  learned  from  divers  private 
individuals.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  almost  all  the  people  wiU 
leave  that  place — some  for  Virginia,  others  for  the  Manhattans,  as 
it  seems.  Many  here  attribute  this  to  the  fault  of  Mr.  Alrichs,  but 
I  leave  that  aside  ;  but  'tis  painful  to  beliold  how  the  people  here 
complain. 

What  regards  the  clamor  which  has  always  prevailed  respecting 
the  English,  you  will  be  fully  informed  of  what  has  transpired  by 
divers  letters,  both  from  Secretary  van  Ruyven  and  others,  but 
heavy  expenses  will  be  incurred ;  had  Mr.  Alrichs  sent  off  in  the 
galiot  or  in  a  yacht  to  the  Manhattans,  those  who  came  to  demand 
the  place,  as  I  and  many  others  plainly  counseled  him  to  do,  it 
would  have  made  a  difference  fully  of  from  one  to  8  thousand  guild- 
ers by  this  time ;  the  cause  and  pretence  which  the  English  of 
Maryland  set  up,  proceed  only  from  one  Baltmo :  and  from  some  of 
our  own  people  who  went  thither  from  here  and  afterwards  per- 
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suaded  tlie  English  that  they  could  take  the  place  without  much 
ditficulty. 

What  regards  the  arrest  of  the  galiot  by  one  Reyndert  Jansen 
Ilooren,  on  a  contract  entered  into  with  Lieutenant  Hinojossa  for 
the  purchase  of  some  in-ovisions,  such  as  pork,  beef,  wheat  and 
peas :  As  the  above  person  was  not  paid  according-  to  contract,  he 
caused  tlie  galiot  to  be  arrested,  and  as  I  had  cleared  here  to  go  to 
the  South  river  I  was  obliged  to  give  security  for  the  demand,  and 
on  coming  to  the  south  river  I  went  to  Mr.  Alrich  and  the  Lieu- 
tenant, taking  also  tlie  protest  which  I  had  served  on  the  aforesaid 
lleyndert  Jansen  Hooren,  with  the  answer  he  made  thereunto. 
My  security  is  Captain  Jan  Jacobsen,  heretofore  a  resident  of  Am- 
sterdam. Neither  Mr.  Alrichs  nor  the  Lieutenant  has  done  any- 
thing in  the  matter  except  writing  a  few  words  to  Mr.  Verlet,  who 
will  not  trouble  himself  about  the  affair.  So  an  extraordinary  ses- 
sion of  the  Court  was  demanded  yesterday  by  this  Hooren  in  order 
to  cite  and  oblige  Captain  Jan  Jacob  to  pay,  wlio  gave  me  for  an- 
swer that  he  should  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Council  and,  if  he  were 
then  condemned  to  pay,  he  should  again  put  the  galiot  under  arrest. 
Hereupon  I  consulted  with  Mr.  Stuyvesant,  who  answered  me,  that 
I  should  pay  it  and  release  the  security,  which  I  considered  inex- 
pedient and  said,  tiiat  I  had  trouble  enough  for  myself  and  my 
people,  that  I  nuist  disburse  so  much  in  victuals  and  drink,  that  I 
already  had  my  belly  full,  but  if  tliey  will  mortgage  the  galiot  and 
draw  exchange  and  make  contracts,  they  must  be  responsible  for 
it;  that's  their  affair,  for  which  I  am  not  responsible;  and  what  I 
do  I  shall  vindicate  to  my  superiors.  Of  all  the  fine  cargoes  sent  by 
the  ship  the  Waeg  and  by  the  galiot  and  the  Son  and  the  Meulen,  it 
may  be  said :  'Tis  impossible  that  they  are  lost ;  I  firmly  believe 
not  a  particle  remains  and  still  always  in  poverty,  so  that  things 
are  in  a  low  condition  here  at  present,  as  you  may  suppose. 

What  regards  the  building  carried  on  tliere,  'tis  of  little  expense  ; 
the  first  winter  I  remained  there,  I  made  application  for  my  crew 
to  be  allowed  to  assist  the  carpenters,  in  putting  the  Director's 
house  under  cover.  I  gave  35  days  with  my  carpenter  and  pilot ; 
he  promised  to  pay  me  as  mucii  as  he  had  given  one  hues  Joost,  but 
when  the  work  and  also  the  church  and  guard-hou.se  were  finished, 
he  put  me  off  and  paid  me  in  sweet  words ;  but  he  hath  paid  my 
carpenter  and  pilot. 

Respecting  my  discharge  when  my  three  years  are  expired,  1  have 
written  to  you,  geiitlemen,  before  this,  to  be  pleased  to  see  and  send 
a  good  and  suital)le  skipi)er  in  my  place,  if  the  galiot  is  to  remain 
longer  in  this  country,  as  I  intend,  witli  the  hell)  of  God,  to  return 
liome  next  summer.  I  should  not  desire  to  do  so  were  it  here  as  in 
other  places,  for  I  am  always  ready  and  willing  to  serve  you  even 
during  my  whole  life;  but  when  I  arrive  home.  I  shall  make  such 
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report  as  will  prevent  any  expression  of  displeasure  against  me. 
The  death  of  Everardus  Welius,  our  Minister,  who  piously  rested 
in  the  Lord  on  the  9"^  instant,  has  caused  deep  sorrow  here  and  es- 
pecially among  the  virtuous,  who  now  are  almost  disconsolate. 

Also,  Cornells  Harpersen  de  Jager  was  likewise  buried  here  at 
the  Manhattans  on  the  20"^  instant,  so  that  almost  all  the  people  are 
dead,  run  away,  or  banished,  and  very  little  hope  is  remaining,  and 
there  is  every  appearance  of  tliat  little  being  less. 

Herewith  ending,  I  pray  God,  the  Lord,  for  your  Honors,  that  He 
may  be  pleased  your  Honors,  collectively,  in  health  to  spare  unto 
salvation.     Amen. 

Your  Honors'  faithful  servant, 

(Signed),  JACOB  JANSEN  HUYS. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF 
AMSTERDAM. 


25^''  August,  1660. 
A  ISIemorial  is  presented  to  the  Burgomasters  from  the  Directors 
of  the  city's  Colonie  in  New  Netherland  for  assistance  to  its  Colonie 
and  an  advance  of  8,000  gl..  which,  being  considered,  it  is  resolved 
and  concluded  to  place  the  aforesaid  Memorial,  and  the  papers  ap- 
])ertaining  thereunto,  in  the  hands  of  the  gentlemen  who,  by  reso- 
lution of  the  8'"  of  November  last,  are  commissioned  for  the  affairs 
of  said  Colonie,  to  examine  said  Memorial  and  to  report  their  opin- 
ion and  advice. 


CONTROVERSY  BETWEEN  LORD  BALTIMORE  AND 

THE  DUTCH  RESPECTING  THE  DELAWARE 

RIVER. 


Extract  from  the  Minutes  taken  by  the  Deputies  of  the  General  Incor- 
porated West  India  Company  representing  the  Assembly  of  the 
XIX.,  at  Amsterdam. 

Tuesday,  17'"  August,  1660. 
Presext— Mess"  Abraham  Wilmerdonx,  ] 

Hans  Bontemantel,  Schei)en,     I 
Jacobus  Reynst,  \  Amsterdam. 

Anthony  Verspreet,  Assessor,] 
Willem  van  der  Heyde,  Zealand. 

Nicolaes  ten  Hove,  Maase. 

Claes  Pietersen  Boschieter,  North  Quarter. 
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On  the  notification  of  the  presiding  Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  dated 
29""  July  last,  appeared  the  members  of  the  Chambers  of  Zealand, 
Maaze  and  North  Quarter  (Groningeu  alone  being  absent),  and,  ac- 
cordingly having  made  a  commencement  of  the  business,  read  the 
commission  of  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  to  Mess'''  Eduard  Man, 
Abraham  Wilmerdonx  and  Hans  Bontemantel,  old  Schepen  and 
Councilor  of  that  city,  dated  the  9'"  August,  A"  1660. 

One  of  the  chief  partners,  etc. 

The  following  notice  and  other  papers  handed  to  the  Chamber 
aforesaid,  by  Notary  Crosse,  on  the  20"'  instant,  in  the  name  of 
Cai)tain  James  Neale,  Attorney  of  Cecilius  Calvert.  Baron  of  Balti- 
more, being  produced  and  read  to  the  meeting  by  the  Deputies  of 
the  presidhig  Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  it  is,  after  previous  question, 
resolved  and  concluded  that  the  aforesaid  Notary  Crosse  and  Cap- 
tain James  Neale  shall  be  summoned  to  the  meeting  to-morrow 
morning,  and  that  then  a  fitting  answer  shall  be  givin  to  their  un- 
founded 

Protest. 

Be  it  known  to  all  and  every,  by  this  public  instrument  of  Notice 
and  Protest,  that  on  the  three-and-twentieth  day  of  tiie  montli  of 
August,  ISew  Style,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  1660,  I,  Johannes 
Crosse,  by  the  Court  of  Holland  admitted  a  sworn  and  itublic 
Notary,  residing  at  Amsterdam,  have,  at  the  request  of  Captain 
Neale,  presented  myself  to  the  Assembly  of  the  Hon'''^  West  India 
Company,  within  this  city  of  Amsterdam  aforesaid,  with 

Captain  James  Neale,  Agent  of  the  Right  Hon''""  Lord  Cecilius 
Calvert,  Baron  of  Baltimore,  owner  and  proprietor  of  that  entire 
tract  of  land  or  territory  named  the  Province  of  Maryland,  in 
America,  extending,  according  to  the  limits  described  in  his  Lord- 
ship's patent,  to  liim  granted  by  his  Majesty,  Cliarles  the  First,  of 
most  blessed  memory.  King  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  20"'  day  of  the 
month  of  July,  in  the  8"'  year  of  his  said  Majesty's  reign,  and  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1632,  correct  copy  whereof  [is  annexed],  together 
with  an  order  or  commission  granted  to  him.  Captain  Neale,  by  his 
aforesaid  Principal,  the  Hon"''  Baron  of  Baltimore,  dated  at  London 
on  the  20"'  of  April  last,  authoi'izing  and  empowering  the  said  Cap- 
tain Neale  to  ask  you,  the  Hon"'"  West  India  Company,  if  you  ac- 
knowledge the  cultivation  of  the  Colonic  called  New  Amstel,  lying 
in  de  la  Waer  bay,  in  Maryland  aforesaid,  and  in  case  Yes,  then  to 
demand  your  submission  and  obedience  of  said  place  and  Colonic  to 
his  aforesaid  Lordship,  as  jn-oprietor  of  said  country,  wherein  the 
aforementioned  Colonie  of  New  Amstel  is  situated  and  planted 
(both  which  instruments  are  by  me,  the  above  named  Notary,  trans- 
lated into  the  Nether  Dutch  language) ;  also,  a  Notice  and  Protest 
demanding  submission  as  aforesaid ; 
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All  which  have  been  by  me,  the  Notary  aforenamed,  delivered  to 
the  Hon'''''  Eduard  Man,  one  of  the  Directors  of  your  Company,  for 
the  behoof  of  the  said  Company,  on  the  7"*  day  of  the  month  of  June 
last,  in  virtue  of  a  second  order  or  commission  from  his  I>ordship, 
the  Baron  of  Baltimore  aforesaid,  dated  at  London,  the  24"' July  last 
past,  copy  wliereof ,  together  with  a  coity  of  a  letter  from  his  present 
lioyal  Majesty,  Charles  the  Second,  King  of  Great  Britain,  to  the 
Governor  and  Council  of  the  Virginias,  notifying  tlie  confirmation 
of  his  said  Lordship's  patent,  acknowledging  his  Lordship  to  be  the 
right  owaier  of  the  said  Province  of  Maryland,  under  his  Majesty, 
dated  at  Withall,  the  third  day  of  the  month  of  July  last,  both  by 
me,  the  above  mentioned  Notary,  translated  into  the  Nether  Dutch 
tongue,  which  are  at  present  by  me  delivered  to  you,  the  Directors 
aforesaid.  I  now  again,  and  for  the  second  time,  ask  you,  the 
Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  aforesaid,  if  you  acknowledge 
the  cultivation  and  possession  of  that  district  of  country  called 
New  Amstel,  lying  in  the  de  la  Waer  bay,  on  the  south  side  of  said 
bay,  witliin  the  limits  or  jurisdiction  of  his  said  Lordship's  patent 
of  Maryland, 

And  if  yea,  he.  Captain  Neale,  aforementioned,  doth,  in  the  name 
and  on  behalf  of  his  said  Lordship,  the  Baron  of  Baltimore,  owner 
and  proprietor  of  the  said  Province  of  Maryland,  demand  of  you, 
the  said  Company,  surrender  of  the  said  plantation  of  New  Amstel 
to  him,  the  said  Lord ;  and  in  case  of  refusal  or  neglect  of  submis- 
sion, doth  declare,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Principal, 
by  me,  the  Notary  aforesaid  (with  due  reverence  and  respect  to  you, 
individually  and  as  a  Company),  that  he  protests,  as  I  do  hereby 
protest,  against  you,  the  said  West  India  Company,  for  and  because 
of  your  unlawful  and  illegal  cultivation,  detention  and  possession 
of  said  plantation  of  New  Amstel,  and  for  all  costs,  charges,  losses 
and  interests  already,  by  your  illegal  cultivation,  possession  and  non- 
submission  thereof,  had,  done  and  suffered,  and  still  to  have,  to  do 
and  suffer,  with  express  declaration  that  his  said  Principal  shall  and 
wiU,  by  all  possible,  lawful  and  proper  means,  seek  to  reduce  tlie  said 
Colonic  to  and  under  his  Lordship's  obedience,  at  such  time  and 
place,  where  and  whenever  he  shall  find  fitting. 

Nevertheless,  to  the  end  that  the  whole  world  may  see  and  ac- 
knowledge that  his  said  Principal  acts  in  no  other  wise  than  is  right, 
and  as  his  just  and  legal  right  demands,  he.  Captain  Neale,  doth 
now  again  and  for  the  last  time,  offer  and  tender,  in  the  name  of 
his  Principal,  to  you,  the  Directors  of  the  said  West  India  Com- 
pany, that  liis  Lordship  is  willing  and  ready  to  treat  witii  you  or  any 
agent  of  yours,  and  to  decide  and  conclude  the  said  matter  in  love 
and  friendsiiip,  on  honorable  and  just  terms,  subject  to  your  abiding 
there,  and  hereupon  he,  Captain  Neale,  demands  your  positive  and 
prompt  answer. 


380  PAPEliS  RELATING  TO  THE 

Charles  II.  to  the  Governor  of  Viryinia. 
Charles  R. 

Trusty  and  well  beloved.  We  greet  you  well.  Whereas,  it  ap- 
pears to  us  by  divers  deiiositions,  that  one  Josias  Fendall,  late 
Governor  under  Lord  Baltimore,  of  our  Province  of  Maryland,  hath 
raised  a  faction  in  said  Province  against  tlie  right  and  jurisdiction 
of  said  Lord  Baltimore ; 

Therefore,  we,  on  the  humble  prayer  and  petition  of  the  said  Lord 
Baltimore,  to  the  end  that  we  him  in  his  just  rights,  would  protect 
and  defend,  do  charge  and  command  you  and  every  one  of  you  to 
be  aiding  and  assisting  unto  his  officers  in  the  establishment  o!^  his 
jurisdiction  there,  as  the  same  existed  last  January,  according  to 
his  patent  or  charter  of  the  said  Province,  to  him  granted  by  the 
King,  our  fatlier,  of  blessed  memory,  whereby  you  will  be  doing  us 
a  special  service. 

Given  in  our  court  at  Wliitehall,  on  the  third  day  of  the  month 
of  July,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  our  reign. 
Lower  stood  what  follows  : 

To  our  Governor  and  Council  of  tlie  Virginias,  and  to  all  ship 
Captains  and  Skippers  trading  to  Maryland,  and  to  all  Magistrates 
and  officers  and  otiiers  our  subjects  in  those  quarters  oi-  countries. 

Beneath  stood : 
Agrees  with  the  original. 

(Signed),  EDW.  NICHOLAS. 

Lord  Baltimore  to  Captain  Neale. 

Captain  Neale:  Whereas  I  have  written  to  you  formerly  at 
Amsterdam  to  inquire  of  tlie  West  India  Company  whether  they 
acknowledged  or  claimed  the  cultivation  and  possession  of  tluit  dis- 
trict of  country  lying  in  the  Bay  de  la  Ware,  on  the  south  side  of 
said  bay,  within  the  limits  of  my  patent  or  grant  of  Maryland,  and 
in  case  they  acknowledged  the  cultivation  of  said  district,  then  and 
in  sucli  case,  to  demand  their  submission  of  the  said  ])lantation  to 
me;  and  in  case  of  refusal  on  their  part,  to  protest,  in  my  name, 
against  tliem,  because  they  unjustly  or  illegally  possess  or  remain  in 
occupation  of  the  same. 

In  like  manner  I  again  do  authorize  and  request  you  once  more 
to  address  yourself  to  the  said  Company,  or  to  sucli  otiiers  as  you 
may  understand  to  be  the  ])ossessor  of  the  same,  or  wliomsoever 
hath  authorized  said  possession,  taking  with  you  a  Notary  Public, 
and  in  case  of  their  refusal  to  submit  to  my  jurisdiction,  against 
them  again  to  protest,  and  also  such  to  communicate  to  my  Lieu- 
tenant in  Maryland  for  tlie  time  being,  and  to  any  other  person  by 
me  authorized  to  tlie  said  service,  in  order  to  employ  or  make  use 
of  all  possible  and  proper  means  to  reduce  those  people,  wlio  are 
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settled  on  my  land,  under  the  obedience  of  my  government  of  Mary- 
land. 

And  to  effect  the  same,  this  shall  be  your  power  and  authority; 
and  in  case  they  will  submit  let  me  know  it,  to  the  end  that  I  may 
send  over  a  commission,  to  grant  or  accord  conditions  to  tliem,  to 
allow  them  to  abide  under  my  government  according  to  my  afore- 
said patent  or  grant,  dated  in  London  on  the  four-and-twentieth 
day  of  the  month  of  July,  A"  1660. 
Beneath  was :  Your  very  dear  friend. 

(Signed),  BALTIMORE. 

Addressed : 

To  Captain  James  Neale,  this  deliver:  and  sealed  witii  his  Lord- 
ship's seal  at  arms  impressed  on  black  wax. 


Wednesday,  1^'  September,  1660. 

Present— Mess-"- 

'  Eduard  Man,  Chairman,         1 

Hans  Bontemantel,                  [    Amsterdam. 
Coenraet  Burgh, 
Jacobus  Reynst, 

Willem  van  der  Heyde,                 Zealand. 

Nicolaes  Ten  Hove,                      Maase. 

Claes  Pietersen  Boschieter,          North  Quarter 

Pursuant  to  yesterday's  resolution,  appeared  at  the  meeting.  Cap- 
tain James  Neale,  Attorney  of  Cecilius  Calvert,  Baron  of  Balti- 
more, accompanied  by  Joannes  Crosse,  Notary  here ;  to  whom  was 
given  the  following  answer  to  his  presented  Notice  and  Protest  re- 
specting the  claim  to  the  Colonie  of  New  Amstel  situated  in  New 
Netherland ;  whereof  said  Captain,  requesting  copy,  the  same  is 
graciously  granted : 

The  present  Deputies  to  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX.,  of  tlie  Gen- 
eral Incorporated  West  India  Company  in  the  United  Netherlands, 
having  seen  and  heard,  with  great  surprise,  the  demand  which  you. 
Captain  James  Neale,  make  for  the  behoof  and  by  authority  (as 
you  state)  of  Cecilius  Calvert,  Baron  of  Baltimore,  whereby  you  re- 
quire that  the  Directors  of  the  aforesaid  Company  shall  command 
some  of  their  settlers  on  the  South  river  of  New  Netlierland,  and 
particularly  the  Colonists  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  to  pay  submis- 
sion and  homage  to  the  above  mentioned  Lord  or  liis  Attorney,  by 
virtue  of  a  certain  grant  made  to  his  Lordship  by  Charles  I.,  of  im- 
mortal memory.  King  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  etc., 
offering,  to  that  end,  to  agree  on  certain  conditions,  with  the 
aforesaid  Company,  protesting,  in  case  of  refusal,  against  all  costs, 
losses  and  damages  done  and  suffered,  to  do  and  to  suffer,  &c.,  re- 
questing thereunto,  a  prompt  answer; 
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Have,  agreeably  to  said  request,  after  mature  deliberation,  re- 
solved to  give  you,  tlie  Protestor,  for  answer,  tliat  tliey  have,  with 
good  right  for  a  long  series  of  years,  the  aforesaid  demanded  place 
possessed  and  still  occupy  under  the  government  of  the  High  and 
Mighty  Lords  States-General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  without 
the  said  Baron  of  Baltimore,  or  any  one  else,  having  put  forth  the 
least  claim  thereto,  and  that  they,  accordingly,  do  intend  the  same 
to  hold,  their  settlers  in  their  good  right  to  maintain  and  to  defend 
against  whomsoever  it  may  be. 

Which  we  hope  tlie  said  Baron  will  take  into  consideration:  but. 
if  contrary  to  our  expectation,  his  Lordship  shall,  to  the  end  afore- 
said, resort  to  any  acts  of  violence,  in  order  to  disturb  said  Company 
in  their  just  possession,  tliey,  tlie  notified  Deputies  tind  themselves 
necessitated  to  tell  you  that  the  aforesaid  Directors,  their  Princi- 
pals, will,  under  the  protection  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  make 
use  of  sucli  means  as  God  and  nature  have  provided  them  with. 
Finding  themselves  fortified  with  much  greater  reason  than  you, 
the  Protestor,  have  to  protest  not  only  against  all  costs,  losses  and 
damages  on  that  account  done  and  sutfered,  or  to  be  done  and  suf- 
fered, but  also  against  the  innocent  Christian  blood  wliich  shall  in 
consequence  be  shed  among  co-religionists  and  allied  friends  and 
neighbors. 

Wednesday,  1''  September,  1660 — afternoon. 

Present — Mess'''  Eduard  Man,  Chairman, 
Hans  Bontemantel, 

Coenraet  Burgh,  Amsterdam. 

Jacobus  Eeynst, 
Jacob  Quina,  Assessor, 
WillemvanderHeyden,  |  Zealand. 

Francis  Moens,  j 

Nicholaes  ten  Hoeve,  Maaze. 

Claes  Pietersen  Boschieter,         North  Quarter. 


Appeared,  &c. 


Present- 


Monday,  6""  September,  1660. 
-All  tlie  members. 


It  being  submitted  by  the  Commissioners  from  the  presiding 
Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  that  the  English  nation  in  New  England 
are  daily  usurping  and  appropriating  considerable  tracts  of  land  in 
New^  Netherland  belonging  to  this  State  and  the  Company,  so  that 
they  have  taken  to  tlxemselves  to  within  8  @.  9  leagues  of  the  Man- 
hattans, the  Fresh  river  tliere  situate,  wherein  not  only  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  State  have  heretofore  had  their  Colonies  and  planta- 
tions, but  also  the  Company,  a  trading  house  or  fortress. 

Wiiereupon  Director-General  Stuyvesant,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
further  usurpations,  and,  as  much  as  possible,  amicably  to  hinder 
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the  Slime,  lias  been  obliged  to  apree,  in  the  year  165  ,  on  a  boundary 
line  with  those  of  New  Enjiland,  which  has  been  approved  by  their 
Iliffh  Miirhlinesses,  without  any  further  result  in  England,  although 
the  Ambassadors  of  the  8tate  their  being,  on  receiving  instructions 
to  that  effect,  have  requested  it,  and  received,  for  answer,  that  the 
government  there  had  no  knowledge  of  the  matter  and  had  received 
no  notice  thereof  from  New  England. 

In  like  manner,  that  the  English  nation  is  now  seeking  to  dis])os- 
sess  the  Com))any  of  the  North  river  and  to  invade  its  shore,  where- 
of the  pa])ers  ])repared  by  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  remain  in 
the  Com])any's  hands:  which,  being  deliberated  on,  and  it  being 
considered  that  their  High  Mightinesses'  Ambassadors  are  about  to 
depart  for  England,  it  is,  therefore,  resolved  and  concluded,  tiiat  the 
presiding  Cliamber  of  Amsterdam  shall  be,  as  it  is  hereby  reiiuested, 
to  communicate  the  aforsaid  to  their  High  Mightines.ses,  the  Lords 
States-General,  and  to  request  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  give 
the  Ambassadors  the  above  boundary  with  the  Crown  of  England 
in  charge,  and  the  same  most  warmly  to  recommend;  Whereunto 
shall  be  adjoined  tlie  business  of  the  South  river  or  New  Amstel,  to 
which  Cecilius  Calvart,  Baron  of  Baltimore,  is  laying  claim,  regard- 
less, nevertheless,  that  the  ])lace  has  been  so  many  years  in  tiie  pos- 
session of  the  Company,  without  the  aforesaid  Baron  of  Baltimore 
having  had  any  knowledge  of  it  or  laid  any  claim  thereto. 

So  that  their  Excell"''^  may  also  duly  attend  to  said  business  in 
England,  should  the  above  mentioned  Lord  Cecilius  Baltimore  hap- 
pen there  to  imt  forth  anything  further.  This  session  is  spent  with 
the  aforesaid  resolution  together  with  some  further  conversation 
concerning  the  Company's  affairs  and  what  stands  inserted  in  the 
Secret  Resolution. 

And  tlie  Commissioners  appointed  heretofore  respecting  tlie  affairs 
of  the  ollicers  of  Cape  Yerd  and  llio  Gambia,  are  requested  to  ex- 
amine the  matter  this  afternoon,  so  that  the  persons  wlio  are  ex- 
tremly  solicitous  may  obtain  a  termimition  to  their  affairs  and  be 
dispatched. 

Tuesday,  7'"  September,  1660. 
Present — All  the  members. 

Appeared,  Mr.  Cornells  van  Essen,  «&c. 

TuESDAYi,  14"'  September,  1660. 

Pkesent — Mess"  Eduard  Man,  Chairman, 
Hans  Bontemantel, 

Coenradt  Burgh,  1-  Amsterdam. 

Jacobus  Beynst, 
Anthony  Yerspreet,  Assessor,, 
F.  Moens,  Zealand. 

Claes  Pietersen  Boschieter,  North  Quarter. 

Gerhardt  Swarte,  Groeningen. 
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The  resohitions  adojjted  on  tlie  fourtli  bein";  this  day  resumed : 
tliey  are,  after  (luestion  was  ])ut,  ajiproved. 

Read  a  certain  deduction  drawn  up  l\v  the  Chamber  at  Amster- 
dam, touchinc:  the  unseemly  and  forcible  usurpation  of  the  English 
neiijhbors  in  New  Netherland,  accompained  by  divers  appendices 
in  support  thereof;  also,  a  Petition  to  the  Hiirli  and  Mighty,  the 
Lords  States-Genei'al.  recpiesting  them  to  be  jileased  to  instruct  and 
commission  their  Ambassadors  going  to  England,  not  only  to  com- 
])lain  to  tlie  King  of  sucli  usuri)ation  but  also  to  retiuest  redress, 
and  tlien  to  negotiate  a  settlement  of  the  boundary  between  us  and 
them  in  that  country. 

Which,  being  considered  and  put  to  the  vote,  the  aloresoid  Deduc- 
tion and  Petition  are  both  ai)proved  and  are  to  be  delivered  accord- 
ingly to  their  High  Mightinesses  in  the  name  of  tliis  Assembly  to 
obtain  the  effect  thereof. 

And  further,  the  (^iiandjer  of  Amsterdam  is  tlianked  for  its  good 
services  herein,  with  the  request  that  it  will  continue  its  zeal  intiie 
premises  for  the  advantage  of  Xew  Xetherland. 

Tuesday.  14"'  Sejjtember.  IGiiO. 
Present — Mess"  Eduard  Man.  Cliairman,  i 

Hans  ]}ontemantel,  | 

Coenraet  liurgli,  i-  Amsterdam. 

Jac()l)us  Reynst,  | 

Antliony  Verspreet.  Assessor.  J 

F.  Moens,  Zealand. 

Claes  Pietersen  Bosschieter.  N(n-th  (^>uart('r. 

Gerhardt  Swarte,  Groningen. 

The  report  of  the  Accountants  of  the  Cliamber  of  Amsterdam 
being  brought  into  tlie  Assembly,  t!v;c. 

Saturday.  25"'  September.  1660. 
Present — Mess'*  Iluygens,  ) 

Swanenburj 
'  Ripperse, 

Ren  s  won  w. 


De])nties  from  their 
High  Mightinesses. 


Amsterdam. 


Van  der  Heyden, )    Zealand. 

Moens.  J 

Pergens,  ] 

Burgh, 

Reynst. 

Yersi>reet.  Assessor,  J 

Ten  Hove,  Maase. 

liosschieter,  Nortli  (Quarter. 

Swarte,  Groningen. 
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Tlie  Avind  being  at  present  f;ivorable  for  the  departure  of  the 
yachts  Postpaart,  Eendradit  and  Yh^crUjie,  and  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses' Deputies  at  this  meeting,  being  requested  to  dispatcli, 
forthwitl),  the  letters  to  Director- General  Yan  Heussen  and  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  anchor,  tlie  same  are  signed  by  Mr.  Huygens,  as 
President  of  this  meeting  on  the  part  of  their  High  Mightinesses, 
also  by  the  Deputies  of  each  Chamber,  and  orders  shall  Ije  given  for 
forwarding  said  letters  this  morning  Ijy  express  to  Amsterdam,  to 
be  transmitted  thence. 

Thus  done  and  enacted  liy  the  Deputies  of  the  General  Incorito- 
lated  West  India  Company  at  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX.,  at  the 
Hague,  the  tive-and-twentieth  of  September,  A"  1660. 

(Signed),  JACOB  PERGEXS  v>. 

By  order  of  the  same. 

(Signed),  L.  YAX  SEVENTER. 

1660. 


SKIPPER  HUYS  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  THE 
COLOXIE  OX  THE  DELAWARE  RIYER. 


On  board  the  galiot  A".  Amstel,  lying  before  the 

Manhattans,  30'''  September,  1660. 
Hon'''%  Bight  icise,  Prudent  and  very  discreet  Gentlemen  : 

Gextlemex  :  I  hope  that  my  last,  sent  you  per  the  ships  Moes- 
man  and  Ytrgidde  Bever,  together  witli  a  latge  package  of  books 
and  letters  by  the  sliip  Bontekne,  has  safely  come  to  hand.  I  had 
then  written  that  1  doubted  not  my  discharge  did  come  by  the  ship 
VerguMe  Otter,  but  up  to  this  time  I  have  not  had  intelligence 
thereof,  therefore  was  I  fully  resolved  to  return  in  the  ship  Eycken- 
boom,  having  appointed  in  my  place  one  David  Jochemsen,  residing 
here  at  the  Manhattans,  subject  to  the  approval  of  Mr.  d'Hinojossa. 
The  last  time  I  was  in  the  South  river,  I  informed  Mr.  d'Hinojossa 
thereof :  he  gave  for  answer  that  he  could  not  well  do  it,  but  lie  was 
expecting  news  by  the  first  ships  how  it  was  to  fare  with  the  South 
river,  and  that  he  hoped  to  receive  early  information  either  by  Yir- 
ginia  or  the  first  ship  coming  from  Fatherland,  and  that  we  must 
have  patience  until  then.  Whereunto  we  made  answer,  I  and  my 
pilot,  we  have  exceeded  the  three  years  by  three  months,  and  the 
crew  were  the  whole  time  growling  and  murdering,  and  swearing 
by  Death  and  the  Devil,  and  insisting  on  their  discharge,  so  that 
the  two  who  have  now  come  over,  have  requested  their  discharge, 
and  others  their  accounts  for  the  three  vears  which  liave  expired, 
25— YoL.  Y. 
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exclusive  of  myself  and  the  pilot,  and  also  a  list  wliicli  I  have  sent 
ovei"  to  my  wife  of  what  I  had  furnished  tiie  sailors,  as  appears  by 
their  account.  I  doubt  not  your  Honors  will  pay  the  wife  what  she 
really  requires ;  the  rest  to  friends.  I  shall  request  your  Honors  to 
grant  me  my  petition ;  that  is,  what  I  have  so  often  written  to  you 
about,  to  order  another  in  my  place;  one  will  leave  here  to  request 
it  of  your  Honors;  my  opinion  is,  David  Jochemsen,  named  as 
above,  is  a  proper  man. 

The  galiot  is  now  again  chartered  for  six  months  to  Mr.  Cornells 
Willet,  to  go  with  him  to  Virginia,  and  on  her  return  thence,  to 
Curasao.  I  should  send  over  the  charter  party,  'tis  not  as  yet  clear 
but  it  will  earn  2,5U0  guilders  in  the  space  of  six  montlis.  In  my  opin- 
ion, I  had  rather  send  her  at  Christmas  to  Fatherland,  had  I  had  here 
hauled  ashore,  but  I  have  nothing  to  say  as  to  that ;  and  when  the 
time  is  all  expired,  not  a  stiver  is  to  the  good  ;  all  at  once,  'tis  bread 
all  forgotten.  Meanwhile,  am  I  always  out  of  pocket  for  pitch  and 
tar  and  sail  cloth,  and  sail  making,  which  your  Honors  will  not  be 
sur])rised  at  when  once  you  see  my  account.  The  galiot  hath  now 
been  in  the  Hon'''^  West  India  Company's  service  over  8  months,  at 
500  guilders  per  month,  whereof  not  a  doit,  I  understand,  is  forth- 
coming. I  have  asked  the  Director  and  Supreme  Council  whether 
I  could  not  get  as  much  as  was  to  be  disbursed  or  still  to  be  paid 
for  tlie  galiot  and  necessaries.  Was  answered  Yes,  but  if  for  dis- 
bursements prior  to  her  entering  into  their  service,  they  will  pay 
nothing. 

What  regards  the  danger  which  we  in  the  river  run  from  the 
English  ships  on  the  lookout  in  Virginia ;  good  security  is  given  as 
far  as  the  galiot  is  concerned  but  not  for  our  monthly  wages,  although 
Mr.  d'Hinojossa  has  promised  that  our  wages  should  be  paid  to  a 
stiver,  in  case  the  galiot  happened  to  be  overhauled  by  the  English. 

In  respect  to  the  South  river:  Were  there  a  tolerably  healthy 
population  and  a  reasonable  harvest,  and  a  parcel  of  good  farmers, 
it  would  still  prosper,  and  the  people  who  still  remain  there  would 
again  begin  to  pluck  up  fresh  courage. 

At  present  tlie  Indians  keep  tliemselves  very  quiet;  I  hope  'tis 
now  almost  entirely  over  with  them,  for  this  place,  the  Manhattans, 
is  quite  rich  of  people,  and  there  are,  at  present,  fully  over  three 
hundred  and  fifty  houses,  so  that  it  begins  to  be  a  brave  place,  and 
divers  brave  villages  are  rising  up  which  are  built  in  good  order. 
May  God,  the  Lord,  gi-ant  it  may  so  continue  to  improve. 

Breaking  off,  I  pray  God,  the  Lord,  for  your  Honors'  health  and 
prosperity  unto  salvation.    Amen. 
Your  Honors' 

Humble,  faithful  servant, 

(Signed),  JACOB  JANSEN  HUYS. 
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No.  1. 
EEMONSTRANCE  OF  THE  WEST  INDIA  COMPANY. 


5th  November,  1660. 
To  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords,  States-General  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands : 

The  Directors  of  the  General  Incorporated  West  India  Company, 
representing  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX.,  respectfully  state  that  they, 
as  well  as  tliose  of  the  aforesaid  Company  at  the  Chamber  of  Am- 
sterdam in  particular,  have  heretofore  frequently  represented  to 
your  High  Miglitinesses  that  the  English  nation  bordering  at  the 
North  side  on  our  lands  of  New  Netherland,  has  for  many  years 
been  trying  and  endeavoring,  by  unseemly  practices  and  means,  on 
unfounded  pretences,  to  invade  our  lands  and  jurisdictions  there. 

Yea,  has  progressed  so  far  in  them,  that  of  the  three  chief  rivers 
which  Lie  within  the  limits  of  New  Netherland,  viz%  The  South 
river.  North  river  and  Fresh  river,  it  had,  by  such  usurpations, 
made  itself  complete  master  of  the  last  named ; 

Also  of  a  portion  of  I^ong  Island,  lying  on  the  East  end,  all  con- 
trary to  a  multitude  of  protests. 

And  that  such  nation,  in  these,  its  insufferable  proceedings, 
seems  to  have  been  backed  by  the  English  government  here,  so  that 
greater  and  more  hostile  attempts  and  designs  on  its  part  were 
afterwards  the  consequence,  for  some  had  tried,  by  sinister  means 
and  open  practices,  to  debauch  your  High  Mightinesses'  and  the 
Company's  inhabitants  there,  and  to  seduce  them  from  the  oath  and 
obedience  they  owed  the  same ;  all  which,  and  how  it  happened  from 
the  beginning  down,  can  be  seen  in  the  accompanying  Deduction  and 
the  appendices  thereunto  appertaining. 

And  although  the  Directors  had  hoped  that,  on  the  discovery  and 
exposure  of  such  unrighteous  and  liostile  designs,  that  nation,  as  if 
overwhelmed  by  shame,  would  have  thenceforth  abstained  from  its 
so  unjust  usurpation  of  the  Company's  lands  and  jurisdiction ; 

Yet  they  find  that,  still  recently  and  namely  last  year,  1659,  it  has 
endeavored  to  settle  on  the  North  river,  with  a  view  to  dispossess 
and  thrust  the  Company  in  time  therefrom,  or  at  least  to  draw  off 
and  destroy  the  Beaver  trade.  And  howbeit  the  Company's  officers 
in  that  country  have  opposed  this,  and  plainly  and  fully  proved  the 
want  of  foundation  on  the  part  of  the  English  in  this  instance,  and 
consequently  clearly  refuted  their  frivolous  exceptions,  evasions 
and  pretences,  as  is  also  to  be  seen  by  the  aforesaid  Deduction ; 
nevertheless,  they  have  learned  by  the  last  accounts  fi-om  New 
Netherland,  tliat  the  English  neighbors  from  the  North  adhere  to 
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their  desiizn  to  settle,  willingly  or  unwillingly,  and  to  form  a  Colo- 
nie  on  the  aforesaid  North  river. 

Another  and  aggravated  difficulty  has,  in  addition,  arisen  from 
the  English  neighbors  situated  at  the  South  between  Virginia  and 
the  South  river,  in  a  place  called  Merrilant,  who  have  presumed,  at 
the  latter  part  of  the  last  year,  to  summon,  by  fire  and  sword,  not 
only  the  fortress  named  New  Amstel,  lying  on  the  aforesaid  South 
river,  and  where  the  Worshijjf ul  government  of  the  city  of  Amster- 
dam hath  established  and  included  its  Uolonie,  but,  and  of  a  conse- 
quence also,  the  entire  South  river,  and  tliat  in  virtue  of  a  certain 
patent  or  grant  given  and  accorded  to  a  certain  Baron  Baltimore, 
by  Charles  the  First,  King  of  England,  of  illustrious  memory  : 

Xotwithstanding  it  appears,  from  the  aforesaid  patent  itself,  that 
'twas  obtained  and  procured  from  his  Royal  Majesty  on  fraudulent 
representations ;  namely,  that  the  lands  were  not,  at  the  time,  in 
the  possession  of  any  one,  the  contrary  whereof,  'tis  conclusively 
proved,  was  done  by  the  Dutch  nation,  which  hath  taken  possession 
of  the  aforesaid  river  many  years  before  the  said  patent  was  ob- 
tained :  as  can  also  he  seen  in  the  aforementioned  Deduction. 

So  that  the  Company  is  mein\ced  and  in  danger  of  being  utterly 
ousted  and  expelled  from  its  so  justly  possessed  KeAV  Netherland 
Province  in  tliat  American  country,  on  both  sides;  namely,  by  the 
English  on  the  Korth  and  South,  who  outnumber  our  people  there  ; 
wherel)y  this  State  and  its  loyal  inhabitants  are  about  to  lose  the 
benefits,  advantages  and  profits,  which,  in  respect  of  divers  con- 
veniences they  now  possess  and  daily  expect  more  and  more  to  enjoy 
(to  avoid  prolixity  these  are  here  omitted,  having  been,  heretofore, 
frequently  demonstrated);  the  aforesaid  Province  being  already 
brought  to  such  a  posture  that  it  not  only  can  subsist  of  itself  but 
is  beginning  to  produce  reasonable  fruits  and  revenue;  so  that, 
with  God's  help,  It  will,  in  a  few  years,  reimburse,  especially  if 
what  is  usurped  Ije  restored  and  peaceable  possession  be  then  pei'- 
mitted,the  expenses  incurred  in  tlie  settlement  and  advancement 
thereof,  which  amount  to  far  beyond  ten  tons  of  gold. 

Wherefore  tlie  Directors  have  considered  it  their  duty,  hereby, 
humbly  to  request  you,  High  and  Mighty,  to  be  pleased,  on  this  oc- 
casion, to  commission  and  instruct  the  Ambassadors  now  about  to 
proceed  to  England,  not  only  to  complain  of  all  such  unseemly  and 
hostile  proceedings,  but,  and  particularly,  also,  further  seriously  to 
urge,  request  and  intreat  his  Majesty  the  King  of  England  : 

First— That  Baron  Baltimore,  who  resides  in  England,  may  desist 
from  his  unfounded  pretensions  and  consequently  leave  our  people 
yonder  unmolested. 

And  at  least  allow  this  matter  to  remain  in  stahi  until  Commis- 
sioners on  both  sides  should  there  make  and  agree  upon  a  boundary 
between  Merrilant  and  New  Netherland. 
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Secondly-That  liis  Majesty  may  resolve  and  order  tint  the  FrP.i 


and  cause  such  aid  to  be  contrihnfpri  co  n,    •  .  Premises 

and  your  wisdom  shall  dicWe'  '"P-rtance  of  the  case 

We  shall  only  add,  on  this  occasion,  as  Kin"  Charles  the  Fir=t  , 
Illustrious  memory.  tl,e  father  of  his  prese  t  Rov  M.  >  f'^! 
pleased,  on  the  most  humble  Petition  of  the  Wes  IndKr''    ""' 

n^r  :,rw:r"U"rt^  r  "^  ="^^'  -^>^^^'::^ 
ioy.^iti^^r^riTertiZrndrjra^a-TtiS  'r  --^  ^"- 

AVhitehall  on  the  5'  September  1B»7  Ln      f      f ""'"'  '^'^'^  "' 

nexed:  that  your  Hi^l1SM;::;:;s™J^;^^r't:,';Xr:nd 
commission  the  Ambassadors  to  procure  from  his  Maie  tt 
flrmation  and  renewal  of  the  acl  of  cons  iTaSrso  tLX" 
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No.  2. 

DEDUCTION,  OR  BRIEF  AND  CLEAR  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 
SITUATION  OF  NEW  NETHERLAND;  WHO  HAVE 
BEEN  ITS  FIRST  DISCOVERERS  AND  POSSESSORS, 
TOGETHER  WITH  THE  UNSEEMLY  AND  HOSTILE 
USURPATION  COMMITTED  BY  THE  ENGLISH 
NEIGHBORS  ON  THE  LANDS  LYING  THERE  WITH- 
IN THE  LIMITS  OF  THE  INCORPORATED  AVEST 
INDIA  COMPANY. 


New  Netherland  is  situated  on  tlie  north  coast  of  America, 
in  latitude  38  to  4H  degrees,  or  tliereabouts,  along  the  coast,  being 
bounded  on  the  Northeast  by  the  countries  now  called  New  Eng- 
land, and  on  the  Southwest  Virginia. 

This  district  or  country,  which  is  right  fruitful,  good  and  salu- 
brious, was  first  discovered  and  found  in  tlie  year  1609,  by  tlie 
Netherlanders,  as  its  name  imports,  at  their  own  cost,  by  means  of 
one  Hendrick  Hudson,  skipper  and  merchant,  in  the  ship  the  Halve 
Maene  sa.ilmg  in  the  service  of  the  incori)orated  East  India  Com- 
pany; for  the  natives  or  Indians,  on  his  first  coming  there,  regarded 
the  ship  with  mighty  wonder  and  looked  upon  it  as  a  sea  monster, 
declaring  that  such  a  ship  or  people  had  never  been  there. 

The  discovery  of  this  country  by  Netherlanders  is  further  con- 
firmed by  the  fact  tliat  all  the  islands,  bays,  harbors,  rivers,  kills  and 
places,  even  a  great  way  on  eitlier  side  of  Cape  Cod,  called  by  our 
people  New  Holland,  have  Dutch  names,  which  were  given  by 
Dutch  navigators  and  traders. 

In  the  year  following  this  discovery,  namely  in  1610,  some  mer- 
chants again  sent  a  ship  tliither  from  this  country,  and  obtained 
afterwards  from  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords  States-General  a  grant 
to  resort  and  trade  exclusively  to  these  parts,  as  ai)pears  by  the 
copy  hereunto  annexed  under  letter  A.,  to  which  end  they  likewise, 
in  the  year  1615,  built  on  the  North  river,  about  the  Island  Man- 
hattans, a  redoubt  or  little  fort,  wlierein  was  left  a  small  garrison, 
some  people  usually  remaining  there  to  carry  on  trade  with  tlie 
Natives  or  Indians.  This  was  continued  and  maintained  until 
their  High  Mightinesses  did,  in  the  year  1622,  include  this  country 
of  New  Netherland  in  the  charter  of  the  West  India  Company. 

This  Province  of  New  Netherland  was  then  immediately  occupied 
and  taken  possession  of  by  the  said  Company,  according  as  cir- 
cumstances permitted,  as  in  the  case  in  all  new  undertakings.  For 
which  purpose  they  caused  to  be  built  there,  since  the  year  1623, 
fovu:  forts,  to  wit :  two  on  the  North  river,  namely  Amsterdam  and 
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Orange;  one  on  the  South  river,  called  Nassaw,  and  the  last  on  the 
Fresh  river,  called  The  Hope.  From  tlie  beginning,  a  garrison  has 
been  always  stationed  and  maintained  in  all  these  forts. 

The  Company  had  erected  these  forts  both  Southward  and  Nortli- 
ward,  not  only  with  a  view  to  close  and  appropriate  the  aforesaid 
rivers,  but  likewise  as  far  as  title  by  occupation  tends,  the  lands 
around  them  and  within  their  borders  (being  tlien  about  sixty 
leagues  along  the  coast), and  on  the  other  side  of  the  rivers,  to  possess, 
to  declare  as  their  own  and  to  preserve  against  all  foreign  or  domes- 
tic nations,  who  will  endeavor  to  usurp  tlie  same,  contrary  to  the 
Company's  will  and  pleasure. 

And  for  greater  quiet  and  security,  and,  in  order  more  lawfully 
to  confirm  their  possession,  the  Company  caused  their  servants  to 
purchase  from  the  nations  there,  as  can  be  seen  by  divers  resolutions, 
deeds  and  conveyances,  many  and  divers  lands  situated  in  various 
places  within  their  aforesaid  limits,  whereon  boundary  posts  were 
erected,  to  which  their  High  Mightinesses'  arms  were  affixed,  in 
order  to  notify  other  nations  coming  there  that  the  country  was 
owned  and  possessed. 

The  subsequent  circumstances  of  the  Company  alone  prevented 
the  occu])ation,  by  forts,  of  the  River  Pequatosfocket,  Narikansick, 
otlierwise  called  Sloop's  Bay,  which  are  situate  behind  Cape  Cod. 

Which  circumstances  being  observed  by  the  English  of.  New  Ply- 
moutli,  in  New  England,  they  began  to  build,  some  leagues  above 
the  Company's  fort  The  Hope,  a  trading-house  of  which  one  Master 
Pinsen  was  the  first  commander. 

Wouter  van  Twiller,  the  Company's  Director,  duly  protested 
against  this  in  the  year  1635,  and  admonished  the  said  Pinsen  to 
remove  without  the  Company's  possessed  jurisdiction,  who,  refus- 
ing, placed  himself  on  the  defensive.  Tliis  Pinsen  remained,  though 
unlawfully  in  possession,  because  the  Company's  servants  were  not 
authorized  to  show  any  hostility  to  the  English. 

The  latter,  becoming  bold,  from  time  to  time,  on  account  of  the 
increase  of  numbers  in  their  country,  in  consequence  of  the  troubles 
in  England,  encroached  Westerly  below  Cape  Cod,  on  the  Dutch 
limits,  absorbing  Rhode  Island,  Block  Island,  Martin's  Vineyard, 
Sloop's  Bay,  howbeit  possession  had  been  taken  thereof,  for  the 
Company,  in  the  year  1636,  by  one  Abraham  Pieterss.,  of  Haerlem, 
on  the  Island  of  Queteurs,  situate  in  front  of  said  bay,  and  Pequa- 
tors  river,  which  they  pretend  to  have  conquered  by  force  of  arms 
from  the  natives,  inasmuch  as  they  have  wholly  subjugated  that 
nation. 

The  English,  not  satisfied  with  the  forgoing  usurpations  within 
the  limits  of  New  Netherland,  continued  these  improper  proceed- 
ings, and  have,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  (inasmuch  as  all  the 
lands  thereabouts  were  purchased  by  the  Company's  servants)  and 
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ag-ainst  a  multitude  of  protests,  founded  a  comely  city,  called  Hart- 
fovd,  about  a  gunshot  from  Fort  Hope,  on  the  Fresh  river,  together 
with  divers  other  towns  and  hamlets. 

The  English,  afterwards  })erceiving  no  consequence  or  obstruction 
to  follow  those  ju-otests,  went  on  in  their  unseemly  usurpations  and 
l)uilt,six  leagues  to  the  AVestward,  a  handsome  city  called  New 
Haven,  witli  some  villages  and  hamlets.  Divers  protests  were  made 
against  this,  as  aforesaid. 

Long  Island,  which  is  encompassed  Southwardly  by  the  Great 
ocean  and  Northwardly  by  the  East  river,  is  about  30  leagues  in 
length,  and  was,  V)efore  the  English  had  any  pretension  or  ever 
made  any  claim  to  it.  taken  possession  of  by  the  Dutch  in  the  name 
of  the  Company,  by  planting  the  villages  of  Amersfoort,  Heemstede, 
Flushing,  Gravesend  and  IJreuckelen.  with  a  goodly  number  of 
bouweries  and  plantations,  the  inhabitants  thereof  being  all  sub- 
jects and  vassals  of  their  High  Mightinesses  and  of  the  Company. 

Notwithstanding  which,  that  Island  has  not  remained  free  from 
such  unseemly  usirrpers,  for  the  English  of  New  Haven  (called 
Rodenbergh  by  the  Dutch  of  olden  times)  have  planted,  on  the  east 
end  of  Long  Island,  two  little  villages  named  Southampton  and 
Southold. 

In  like  maimer,  in  the  Kromme  Gouw,  which  is  an  inland  sea  in 
Long  Island,  have  they  usurped  what  is  called  Garnart's  Island,  be- 
longing to  Long  Island,  and  lying  very  convenient  for  the  cod  and 
other  fishery. 

Yea,  this  usurpation  is  intermixed  with  the  greatest  contempt 
and  contumely  in  tiie  world ;  for  though  'twas  known  to  the  English 
tliat  the  (Jompany  had  caused  to  be  purchased  all  the  lands  on  Long 
Island  which  were  belonging  to  a  certain  Chief  or  Sachem  named 
Pensauits,  and  though  their  High  Mightinesses'  arms  were,  in  token 
of  possession,  affixed  there  to  a  certain  tree,  yet  that  nation  hath 
not  only  thrown  down  the  aforesaid  arms  but  carved  a  fool's  face 
in  the  place  thereof  to  the  gross  disparagement  of  their  High 
Mightinesses. 

Wliose  subjects  then  have  been  forced  also  to  submit  to  many  in- 
juries and  affronts  from  that  nation,  both  in  their  persons  and  prop- 
erty, as  also  appears,  among  other  matters,  from  a  certain  appendix 
annexed  under  letter  B. 

And  although,  for  all  such  indecorous  proceedings,  satisfaction 
has  been,  divers  times,  demanded  by  letter,  yet  hath  none  resulted 
nor  can  any  be  obtained. 

In  this  wise,  then,  have  the  English,  by  unrighteous  usurpation, 
made  themselves  masters  of  all  the  beforementioned  places  and 
particularly  of  the  beautiful  Fresh  river,  notwithstanding  tliey  well 
knew  and  were  aware  that  the  Company  had  not  only  ratified  the 
possession  of  the  aforesaid  river  by  the  construction  of  its  fortress 
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and  some  bouweries  besides,  but  that  it  had  purchased,  loiiff  before 
their  coming,  from  the  natives  and  proprietors,  many  lands  therea- 
bouts, which  were,  accordingly,  conveyed  to  it. 

This  can  also  be  sufficiently  proved  by  what  those  of  Xew  England, 
the  usurpers  of  the  aforesaid  Fresli  river,  have  done  at  the  time  the 
troubles  between  King  Charles  L,  of  illustrious  memory,  and  his 
Parliament  liad  burst  forth  in  England  to  acts  of  liostility ;  viz', 
offering  to  pay  to  the  Company's  officers  there  an  annual  acknowl- 
edgement, or  to  conclude  a  bargain  with  them;  also,  to  this  end, 
sending  hither,  in  the  year  16-41,  one  Mr.  Hugh  Peters,  a  Minister 
at  Salem,  with  instruction  and  authority  to  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  tlie  Comi^any  on  that  subject,  botli  which  can,  also,  in  some 
wise,  be  seen  from  the  copy  of  tlie  letter  of  credence  and  of  the 
written  proposition  hereunto  annexed  under  Letter  C.    - 

In  like  manner,  also,  did  the  Rhode  Island  usurpers,  when  at  log- 
gerheads with  those  of  The  Bay,  ap])ly  to  the  Company's  officers  in 
those  parts  to  permit  them  to  come  and  hide  among  the  Dutcli ;  all 
which  can  more  clearly  and  fully  be  proved  and  confirmed  by  tlie 
papers  and  documents  remaining  with  the  Company's  officers  in 
Xew  Xetherland. 

But  since  the  unfavorable  change  in  the  government  of  England, 
that  nation,  in  order  to  gloze  over  its  doings  yonder,  liath  had  re- 
course to  divers  subterfuges,  circumstances,  forged  pretences  and 
false  arguments  to  obscure  and  overthrow  the  Company's  lawful 
claims  and  just  right :  afterwards,  from  time  to  time,  proceeding 
persistently  and  even  boldly  in  this  their  so  unrighteous  usurpation 
on  the  Company's  lands  and  jurisdiction,  unto  the  palpable  injury 
of  this  State  and  Company. 

Xeither  did  they  rest  satisfied  with  this  intolerable  usurpation, 
for  it  api)ears  their  cupidity  was  extending  further,  when  some  of 
that  nation  endeavored,  by  sinister  means  and  open  practices,  to 
dispossess  and  drive  the  Company  wholly  from  that  country  of 
America,  or  at  least  to  bring  its  subjects  there  under  their  govern- 
ment. These  means  consisted  in  debauching  and  incitina-  them, 
and  endeavoring  to  seduce  them  from  the  oath  they  have  taken  and 
by  wliich  they  were  bound  to  the  Company;  as  is  sufficiently  ap- 
parent, among  the  rest,  by  a  certain  seditious  and  mutinous  letter 
written  by  one  John  Onderhill,  copy  whereof  is  annexed  under 
Letter  D. 

Whereupon  it  followed ,  on  the  9'"  March ,  1655,  when  the  difficulties 
here  between  England  and  Xetherland  had  long  been  adjusted,  that 
some  seditious  Englishmen,  among  whom  were  George  Baxter  and 
James  Iluybert,  inliabitants  of  this  State  and  under  the  Company, 
did,  in  the  town  of  Gravesend,  on  Long  Island,  publicly,  and  before 
all  tlie  world,  declare  themselves  subjects  of  the  Governmeut  or 


394  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

Republic  of  England,  to  that  end  setting  up  its  arms  there ;  as  can 
be  seen  by  the  annexed  copy  under  Letter  E. 

Notwithstanding  these  mutinous  subjects  knew,  for  a  certainty, 
that  the  State  or  Government  of  England  had  not  a  shadow  of  claim 
in  tlie  world  to  this  village  of  Gravesend,  which  was  lying,  with 
Heemstede,  Amersfort,  Breuckelen.  Flushing  and  some  others,  on 
Long  Island  :  as  can  be  clearly  enough  seen  by  tlie  supplicatory  and 
humble  letters  which  the  aforesaid  English  and  Magistrates  of  the 
villages  aforesaid,  and  particularly  Gravesend  and  Heemstede,  have, 
from  time  to  time,  addressed  to  the  Directors  of  the  AVest  India 
Company,  Chamber  at  Amsterdam,  as  their  Lords  and  Patroons, 
whereof  some  copies  are  annexed  under  Letter  F. 

And  although  this  attempt  did  abort  through  the  foresight  of  the 
Comi)any'6  oflicers,yet  that  natif^n  did  not  long  lie  still,  l)ut,  as  was 
their  custom,  continued  to  encroach  on  and  in  our  lands  and  juris- 
diction, and,  among  others,  on  the  aforesaid  Long  Island,  whicli, 
altliough  protested  against,  yet  have  those  wlio  had  squatted  there 
dared  to  give  a  very  strange  and  serious  answer  (which  was  not  the 
first  time) ;  as  can  be  seen  from  the  two  coi)ies  of  Protest  and  An- 
swer annexed  under  Letter  G. 

By  these  strange  and  unheard-of  proceedings  of  the  English,  the 
Company's  officers  in  that  country  Avere  greatly  embarrassed,  being 
ai)prehensive  tliat  such  insufferable  action  and  boldness  might  be 
encouraged  :  wherefore  they  then  have  communicated  thesti  things, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  neighboring  Governors  of  New  England, 
by  way  of  complaint,  and  besought  them  that  such  hostile  action 
and  insufferable  usurpation  be  not  countenanced,  but  rather  op- 
posed, by  them  as  good  neighbors  and  allies  were  bound  and  holden 
to  do. 

Whereupon  many  excuses  were  made,  but  not  such  as  could  re- 
move the  presumption  to  the  contrary  ;  which  was  more  confirmed 
and  strengthened  when  advice  was  received  that  they  had  sent 
thence,  by  way  of  Boston,  to  Old  England,  one  James  Grover,  one 
of  George  Baxter  and  James  IIuyl)ert's  accomplices,  and  the  very 
man  who  had  set  up  the  arms  of  the  Republic  of  England  in  the 
village  of  Gravesend. 

AVhich  James  Grover  afterwards  came  there,  in  the  year  1657, 
bringing  with  him  a  letter  from  the  pretended  Protector,  Oliver 
Cromwell,  addressed  to  the  Englisli  inhabitants  of  Long  Island, 
which  he  afterwards  presented  to  the  Magistrates  of  the  village  of 
Gravesend,  belonging,  as  already  stated,  to  the  Company's  jurisdic- 
tion, to  be  oi)ened  and  read  ;  as  is  to  be  seen  by  two  copies  of  letters 
Avritten  by  the  Company's  otlicers  there  and  annexed  under  Letter 
II.  This  could  not  tend  to  any  other  purpose  than  to  dissuade  and 
ocduce  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  and  Company  from  the  obedi- 
ence and  oath  thev  had  taken  and  were  owing  to  the  same. 
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From  this  mode  of  i)roceeding,  it  clearly  appears  that  such  usurp- 
ers and  mutineers  were  backed  up  and  encouraged  even  by  the  Eng- 
lish liome  government. 

Which  support  and  encouragement  then  have  so  countenanced 
and  emboldened  those  of  New  England,  that,  notwithstanding 
they  dispossessed  and  shoved  the  Company  from  the  entire  Fresh 
river,  as  also  from  the  Eastern  part  of  Long  Island,  yet,  not  satis- 
fied with  that,  they  have  cast  their  eyes  on  the  North  river,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  a  place  called  AVapping's  kill,  situate  between  Forts 
Amsterdam  and  Orange,  with  a  view  to  disi)0ssess  the  Comi)any,  in 
time,  of  it ;  nay,  at  least  to  draw  off  the  beaver  trade.  But  not 
being  well  able  to  effect  their  purpose  without  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  the  Company's  officers,  they  requested  of  them  free 
passage,  under  color  of  planting  a  Colonie  there,  maintaining  that 
it  could  not  be  refused  them,  in  regard,  particularly  (as  they  say), 
that  the  aforesaid  selected  placje,  according  to  a  certain  patent 
granted  by  the  illustrious  King  Charles  I.,  was  within  the  resort  of 
Massachusetts  Colony.  And,  although  it  be  objected  thereto  and 
clearly  and  plainly  shown  that,  even  admitting  such  patent  to  have 
been  granted,  it  could  not  take  away  the  power  and  authority  of 
the  High  and  Mighty  Lords  States-General  of  the  Free  United 
Netherlands,  whose  subjects  first  discovered  that  country  of  Amer- 
ica, and  particularly  the  North  river,  and  also  had  taken  ])ossession 
thereof  afterwards,  under  charter  from  their  High  Mightinesses,  as 
heretofore  set  forth,  being  long  before  the  illustrious  King  Charles' 
father  succeeded  to  the  kingdom,  which  first  hai)i)ened  in  the  year 
1625.  Notwithstanding  this,  we  learn  by  the  last  despatches  received 
from  New  Netherlaud  that  that  nation  at  the  North  still  remain 
disposed,  with  or  without  consent,  to  plant  a  Colonie  on  the  North 
river  aforesaid. 

About  the  same  time,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  aforesaid  year 
1659,  news  arrived  here  that  some  other  Englishmen  in  the  South, 
from  a  place  called  the  Province  of  Merrilant,  situate  in  Cliesapeak 
bay,  between  the  South  river  and  Virginia,  have  had  the  presump- 
tion to  demand,  by  fire  and  sword,  not  only  the  fortress  called  New 
Amstel,  lying  on  tiie  aforesaid  South  river,  where  the  worshipful 
government  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam  have  established  and  included 
their  Colonie,  but  and  of  a  consequence,  also  the  aforesaid  entire 
river,  with  bold  and  intolerable  menaces,  founding  their  right  on  a 
certain  patent  or  grant  which  the  illustrious  King  Charles  I.  had 
also  given  to  Cecilius  Calvert,  Baron  of  Baltimore,  who  is  residing 
here  in  Old  England. 

This  unheard  of  and  hostile  mode  of  summons  took  the  Compa- 
ny's officers  there  greatly  by  surprise,  having  never  expected  any 
pretence  or  claim  from  that  quarter,  which  also  could  not  be  put 
forth  with  any  sort  of  foundation,  it  being  a  place  within  the  resort 


396  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

of  the  Province  of  Xew  Xetherland.  the  possession  of  this  Soutli 
river,  being  itself  sealed  with  tlie  blood  of  their  Iliiili  Mightinesses' 
subjects  ;  for  the  Company  having,  in  its  infancy,  planted  a  Colonic 
called  the  Whorekill.and  erected  a  small  fort  thereon  the  west  side 
of  the  bay,  within  the  South  Cane,  they  were  all  in  course  of  some 
time,  murdered  and  slain  by  the  Indians. 

And  afterwards,  in  the  year  1623,  as  hereinbefore  stated,  the 
West  India  Company  caused  Fort  Nassau  to  be  erected  15  Qf,  16 
leagues  up  the  river  on  the  east  bank  (which  was  maintained  with 
a  constant  garris  -n  until  the  year  165U,when  it  was  removed  thence, 
and  the  river  downwards  0)i  the  west  bank  was  included  where  the 
fortress  New  Amstel  is  now  standing) ;  in  like  manner,  also,  some 
time  after,  downwards  on  the  west  bank  a  redoubt,  called  Rivers, 
or  Bevers  rede,  was  erected  on  the  Schuylkill ;  by  that  means,  hav- 
ing ])urchased  from  the  natives  many  and  divers  lands,  in  order  to 
hold  the  possession  with  quieter  conscience,  the  Company  meant, 
as  it  doth  still  mean,  to  have  its  possession  in  that  quarter  so 
strengthened,  that  its  right  thereto  is  incontrovertible. 

In  order,  then,  to  maintain  that  right,  as  much  as  possible,  against 
sueli  evil-minded  neighbors,  the  Comi)any's  officers  were  not  only 
obliged,  at  a  great  expense,  to  secure  the  possession  of  said  Fort 
New  Amstel,  with  a  force  of  7U  and  more  soldiers,  but  they  have 
also,  for  peace  sake,  to  prevent  further  mischief,  resolved  on  an 
Embassy  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Merrilant.  to  dissuade 
and  deter  them,  if  possible,  from  their  so  unrighteous  design,  and 
accordingly  to  furnish  them  a  clear  and.  precise  explanation  of  the 
incontrovertible  right  their  High  Mightinesses  and  the  Company 
were  having  to  said  river,  with  further  offer,  irrefragably  and  for- 
ever to  fix  the  boundary  between  the  Province  of  JSIerrilant  and 
New  Netherland,  by  Commissioners  to  be  api)ointed  on  both  sides, 
or  else,  in  case  of  disagreement,  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  respective 
Sovereigns  in  Europe ;  and  if  ail  this  were  refused,  generally  to  pro- 
test against  all  damages,  costs  and  losses  which  already  had  been 
suffered,  and  would  still  accrue,  as  can  be  seen  in  it's  length  and 
breadth,  in  the  copy  of  the  Declaration  or  Manifest,  politely  dra\\ii 
up  by  the  aforesaid  Ambassadors,  and  delivered  over  to  the  said 
Governor  and  Council  of  Merrilant,  annexed  under  Letter  I. 

And  such  Embassy  and  exi)lauation  of  matters,  in  like  manner, 
oughi  to  have  made  them,  when  sufficiently  convinced,  to  desist 
from  their  design,  as  less  stubborn  and  more  peaceable  neighbors 
would  have  done;  yet  have  they  continued  persistent  in  tlieir  pre- 
vious claim,  viz',  that  the  fortress  and  Colonic  of  New  Amstel,  and, 
of  a  consequence,  the  entire  South  river,  was  lying  witinn  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Province  of  Merrilant,  according  to  the  pretended 
l)atent  or  charter  granted  to  the  above  named  Baron  Balthasar 
More. 
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After  whicli,  also,  did  the  aforesaid  Baron  now  recently    and 
namely  on  the  vii-  June,  1660,  send  unto  the  Directors  oJuelnco" 
porated    Vest  India  Company  at  Amsterdam,  a  tranJla  i  m  of  the' 
a  oresaui  patent  or  grant,  in  confirmation  of  the  clain  forth    y 

Inn  and  Ins  in  that  quarter,  and  accordinglv  demanding  subn  is  iin 
and  obedience  of  the  aforesaid  place  and  inhabitants  0?  New  Im 

hrhlV/LaThr  t"'""'  '''''''''''  ^^^^"^-^^  -^^^  Company  Ltdt" 
clanng  that  he  at  a  more  convenient  time,  shall  and  will  reduce  the 
afo resaul  Colome  under  his  authority  and  obedience 

^V  Inch  came  upon  the  Directors  with  so  much  the  -reater  sui- 
mse  as  xt  can  be  clearly  proved  even  bv  the  afore  aiS  patent  01" 
grant    that  their  High  Mightinesses  and  the  Compan' s     fb   c? 
Have  been  the  first  possessors  of  the  South  river,  for  the  chite  ofTl 
aforesaid  patent  is  June,  1632.  ^ 

And  that  it  was  obtained  on  fraudulent  or  at  least  on  i-norant  nrp 
tences,  for  the  aforesaid  patent  states,  among  or.er  thC  n  sub 
s  anee:   That  t.ie  Baron  of  Baltimore  was  %titionng  his  Royal' 

^C^JTS'^'^Vr^'^''^''  ^"^^^"  expense,'  coS! 
erabie  Colony  ot  the  English  nation  to  a  countrv  or  territory  in  the 

In  herto  uncultivated  and  unplanted  parts  of  America  a  though 
inhabited  m  some  parts  thereof  by  certain  savage  people  possinL 
no  knowledge  of  Almisrhtv  God  u^ie,  possessing 

thp?    i  ^^  ^'r    ?       ii-ee  nations  and  Christians,  being  subjects  of 

leir  High  Mighthiesses,  the  Lords  States-General,  on  a  charter 

thereto  specially  granted,  and  that  so  many  years  before  as  already 

so  clearly  and  c.^iclusively  demonstrated   ^  ^  ^ 

King  Charles  the  First,  of  illustrious  memory,  being  likewise  of 

00  generous  and  too  just  a  nature  to  give  away  and  present  to  his 

S"  ?i  ns'r  1  ■'^^;^"'^^^^^-  ^«d-^  .ove[i:?b  :^be 

nee  nations  and  his  allies,  and  over  which,  conseouentlv  no  dis 
position  m  the  world  appertained  or  belonged  to  him         ''  - 

have  had  riettW.f  .'''''''  ?  ''''  ^^^"^^"^  "^'^^  ^"^  ^'^^"^1^  '^^tion 

that  mr   ot  1  T''' '"  "''^^  ^''"^'^  ^^''  Netherlanders,  about 

mat  pait  ot  America,  to  wit,  in  Virginia 

geIL?lf^"7f  - '''  '''  'T''''  '"'""  "^"•^^'  ''-'  """1^'  ^'  alto- 
gether pieleired,  bemg  considered,  as  in  former  times,  namely  vas 

sa  s  and  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain,  first  finder  and  founder  of 

his  new  American  world,  who,  by  the  conclusion  of  the  peace 

hath  made  over  to  the  United  Netherland  Province,  all  his  rS 

and  title  to  such  country  and  domains  as  thev  siiould  co    me 

process  of  time,  in  Europe.  America,  etc  '  ^      ' 

fJXlT'^'  ''""I'"""  ^'''"  *''"  ''''''''^  ^'^""^•e^s  and  discoverers  of 
this  IS  0  thern  part  of  America,  who  are  come  there  in  the  year  524 
The  English  came  tliere,  for  the  first  time,  many  years  after 
Bnt  deeming  such  claim  and  forced  argument  unnecessary,  they 
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are  of  opinion  (with  submission)  tliat  they  liave  deduced  and  proved 
clearly  and  plainly  enough,  that  their  High  Mightinesses  and  the 
West  India  Company's  subjects  have  been  the  first  discoverers  and 
possessors,  not  only  of  the  South  river,  but  also  of  the  North  river 
and  Fresh  river,  all  lying  within  the  limits  of  New  Netherland,  as 
herembefore  laid  down  and  described. 

Therefore,  the  Directors  cannot  doubt  but  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses will  maintain  the  Company,  and  cause  it  to  be  supported  in 
its  so  righteous  possession,  and  will  accordingly  exert  every  means, 
and  have  the  same  employed,  that,  on  the  one  side,  the  English  of 
the  South,  namely  the  Bai'on  Baltimore,  may  desist  and  cease  from 
his  unjust  pretension  to  the  fortress  or  Colonic  of  New  Amstel  and 
the  South  river,  and  on  the  other,  that  those  of  the  north,  or  New 
England  be  prevented  and  hindered,  not  only  from  settling  and 
taking  possession  of  the  North  river,  but,  and  chiefly  be  constrained 
to  restore  the  entire  Fresh  river  and  lands  lying  on  both  sides  tliere- 
of,  together,  also,  with  a  part  of  Long  Island,  all  by  them  both 
forcibly  and  unrighteously  usurped,  so  that  the  Company  may 
finally  succeed  in  reaping  the  fruits  and  benefits  promised,  if  it  be 
left  in  peaceable  possession  of  its  New  Netherland  conquests  that 
stand  the  Company  in  so  dear,  having  cost  it  many  tons  of  gold  be- 
fore they  were  brought  to  such  a  state. 


STATES-GENERAL  TO  THEIR  AMBASSADORS  TO 
ENGLAND. 


The  States,  &c.  : 

HoN^'" :  We  have  thought  proper  herewith  to  send  to  your  Honors 
the  annexed  extract  of  our  resolutions,  adopted  on  the  petition  of 
those  of  tlie  West  India  Company  of  these  parts,  with  and  besides 
the  papers  thereunto  appertaining,  and  to  the  end  as  in  the  resolu- 
tion set  forth.  Wherewith  ending,  &c.,  at  the  Hague,  5""  Novem- 
ber, 1660. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF 
AMSTERDAM. 


16'"  November,  1660. 
After  deliberation,  it  is  resolved  and  concluded  that  the  gentle- 
men appointed  by  resolution  of  the  S'"  November,  of  last  year,  and 
of  the  25'"  August  last,  a  Committee  for  the  affairs  of  the  New 
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Netherland  Colonie  shall  be  exliorted  and  requested  to  bring  their 
busi.iess  to  a  close  at  the  earliest  period  and  to  report  their  con- 
sideration and  advice  ;  and  whereas  some  payments  regarding  said 
Colonie  are  so  pressing  as  not  to  admit  of  any  delay,  it  is  consented 
that  a  sum  of  six  thousand  guilders  shall,  meanwhile,  be  disbursed 
by  this  city  to  be  employed  for  the  aforesaid  urgent  payments. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY 
OF  AMSTERDAM. 


6'"  January,  1661. 
Mess",  the  Commissioners,  by  previous  resolution  of  this  Council 
appointed  for  the  affairs  of  this  city's  Colonie  in  New  Netherland, 
have  reported  that,  although  they  had  not  yet  been  able  to  render  a 
positive  opinion  on  its  affairs,  yet  they  could  not  abstain  from  repre- 
senting to  the  Council  that  the  reputation  of  the  city  meanwhile 
demanded  that  the  Directors  of  that  Colonie  be  provided  with  funds 
for  the  payment  of  the  accrued  interest  on  tlie  loan  negotiated  by 
them,  with  the  approval  of  this  Council;  also  for  the  satisfaction 
of  tlie  people  who  have  served  the  city  there,  and  have  already  long 
solicited  their  pay ;  whereunto  is  required  a  sum  of  fifteen  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  guilders.  Which  being  considered,  it  is  re- 
solved and  concluded  tliat  Mess",  the  Treasurers,  shall  advance  to 
said  Directors  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
guilders,  and  to  that  end  said  Treasurers  are  authorized,  in  addition 
to  the  150,000  guilders,  this  day  allowed,  by  previous  resolution,  to 
be  negotiated,  to  raise  the  aforesaid  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  guilders,  on  the  like  terms,  as  is  resolved  in  regard 
to  the  said  150,000  guilders. 


REPORT  OF   THE   COMMISSIONERS  OF   THE   COLONIE 
ON  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Bight  Worshipful  Gentlemen: 

The  Commissioners  and  Directors  of  your  Colonie  in  New  Neth- 
eiland  having  received  the  alteration  made  in  the  Conditions,  by 
resolution  of  tlie  Council,  have  caused  the  same  to  be  posted, 
agreeably  to  your  Worships'  instructions,  and  every  diligence  shall 
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be  foitlnvith  used  for  the  advancement  of  the  Colonie,  for  tlie 
greatest  benetit  and  profit  of  the  city ;  whereunto  may  God  grant  his 
blessing. 

In  order  to  attain  this  object,  they  cannot  avoid  respectfully  to 
submit  to  your  AVorships  whether  it  would  not  be  considered,  in 
your  profound  wisdom,  proper  to  apply  to  the  West  India  Company 
for  a  change  of  certain  articles  in  the  present  Conditions,  which  are 
]iot  very  advantageous  to  your  Worsiiips,  and  are  offensive  to  many, 
both  Regents  and  private  persons;  and  the  Company  possibly,  by 
the  removal  or  modification  of  them,  may  bring  about  a  speedier 
augmentation  of  the  Colonic  and  a  more  frequent  resort  thereto. 

The  first  article  that  comes  under  consideration  is  the  13"',  in  the 
old  Conditions  (wliieh  we  shall  refer  to  herein),  providing  that  the 
Sherift  and,  article  15'",  that  theSchepens  shall  be  appointed,  in  the 
name  of  their  High  Mightinesses  and  the  West  India  Company,  by 
the  Deputies  of  Amsterdam,  who,  for  that  purpose,  shall  give  a 
power  of  attorney  to  the  Director. 

The  Commissioners  are  respectfully  of  opinion  that,  besides  High, 
Middle  and  Low  Jurisdiction  wliich  the  Company  conferred  on  your 
Worsiiips,  the  disposal  of  the  ottices  whereby  such  nnist  be  exer- 
cised, namely  that  of  the  Sheriff  and  other  members  of  the  Court, 
ought  also  be  granted. 

Secondly.  Tiie  17'"  article  extends  tlie  judgment  or  decision  of  the 
Schepens  of  your  Worships' Colonie  no  farther  than  to  one  hundred 
guilders;  that  for  a  higher  sum  being  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the 
Director-General  and  Council  of  New  Netherland  ;  and  by  article 
18'"  an  apiieal  is  also  allowed  in  criminal  cases. 

The  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  government  of  your 
Worships'  Colonie  ouglit  finally  pronounce  judgment,  or  at  least 
that  the  sum  which  men  might  prosecute  sliould  be  somewhat  in- 
ci-eased  ;  in  all  cases  that  no  appeal  be  allowed  in  criminal  cases. 

Thirdly.  Although  your  Worships  have  been  pleased,  by  the  en- 
larging of  the  3(t"'  article,  wiiereby  tlie  fiudeis  of  minerals,  etc., 
were  allowed  tlie  property  thereof,  on  condition  of  paying  after  the 
lapse  of  ten  years,  one-tenth  of  the  proceeds  to  the  Company,  to 
take  the  aforesaid  minerals  on  said  condition  from  them,  authoriz- 
ing your  Worships'  Lommissioners  to  write  to  the  Director  to  agree 
witli  the  finders  for  the  best  advantage  of  the  city. 

Ihe  Commissioners  are  still  of  opmion  that  tlie  aforesaid  tax 
ought  to  be,  if  not  entirely  removed,  at  least  rendered  as  light  as 
can  in  any  wise  be  agreed  upon. 

And  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  not  only  your  Wor- 
ships" goods,  but  also  those  of  all  private  uierchants  who  are  w  illing 
to  trade  to  your  \Vorsiiips'  Colonie,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  be  sent 
to  it  direct,  and  that  trade  be  carried  on  with  it,  without  being 
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bound  to  run  to  New  Amsterdam,  believing  that  the  Company  will 
not  be  n^jured  but  possibly  derive  more  benefit  from  this  than  from 
the  system  wliich  has  been  hitherto  in  ])ractiee.    For  • 

First  On  many  goods  all,  and  from  all  the  greatest  part  of 
the  duties  were  paid  here,  so  that,  as  little  fraud  can  be  com- 
mitted 111  your  Worships'  Colonie,  where  they  must  alwavs  keep 
somebody,  as  at  New  Amsterdam.  " 

Secondly.  'Tis  more  profitable  to  them  to  benefit  an  entire 
country,  especially  that  which  through  agriculture,  which  is 
carried  on  far  and  wide,  must  return  its  profits,  than  merely 
one  place,  whereby  Colonists  are  rendered  unwilling  to  spread 
themselves  throughout  the  country  to  cultivate  it,  but  impair 
all  to  settle  at  that  privileged  place,  and  lay  up  goods,  which 
has  commonly  been  the  cause  of  the  slow  increase,  and  fre- 
quently  the  ruin  of  the  Colonies  of  our  nation 

Thirdly.  More  duty  shall  undoubtedly  be  collected  whenever 
people  will  be  at  liberty  to  go  from  here  direct  to  trade  to  your 
Worships'  Colonie,  which  is  as  easy  of  access  as  New  Amster- 
dam; nearer  for  those  who  go  from  Europe,  the  West  Indies 
and  the  Islands;  of  warmer  climate  and  certainly  of  as  good 
quality  of  soil.  ^ 

Fourthly.  The  Company  is  interested  in  the  prosperous  popu- 
lation and  maintenance  of  your  Worships'  [Colonie],  which  in 
case  of  rupture  with  the  English  or  Swedes,  must  abide  Ihe 
first  brunt  and  be  a  wall  unto  those  of  the  North,  althouo-fi 
they  willingly  admitthat  the  communication  with  the  Vir-inian 
English  hath  brought  the  Colonie,  up  to  this  time,  no  lo^s  but 

Finallj'  The  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  duty  on  the 
merchandise  which  goes  to  New  Netherland,  amounting  to  14^  vn 
and  hi  per  cent,  if  not  entirely  taken  off,  as  far  as  your  Worships 
are  concerned,  ought  at  least  be  somewhat  diminished  ;  certainly 
f  themerchan  s  sendingtheir  wares  to  New  Netherland  are  allowed 
to  agree  at  a  less  price,  such  also  ouglit  to  be  the  case  with  your 
Worships  who,  m  all  instances,  ought  to  be  placed  on  a  level  with 
those  of  New  Amsterdam. 


KESOLUTION  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  THE 
CITY  OF  AMSTEIIDA3L 


rr,,_,,         .    .  9  March,  166L 

« Ji    Commissioners  appointed  by  resolution  of  the  Council  of  the 
1  f  7'"^^f '  ^^  ^«"sider  (in  default  of  any  agreement  being  con- 
cluded with  the  West  India  Company,  pursuant  to  the  previous 
26 — V  OL.  Y, 
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resolution  of  the  30'"  September,  of  said  year,  to  surrender  to  said 
Company,  on  reasonable  conditions,  the  Colonie  undertaken  to  be 
planted  in  NewNetherland  by  this  city,  which  agreement  the  Coun- 
cil, nevertheless,  resolves  shall  be  insisted  on)  in  what  manner  the 
city  would  be  most  suitably  freed  from  the  burthen  of  the  aforesaid 
Colonie,  a  Memorial  of  the  Director  of  the  aforesaid  Colonie,  tend- 
ing to  the  maintenance  of  tlie  same  by  disbursing  a  small  sum  of 
money,  being  also  by  resolution  of  the  25"'  of  August,  A"  1660,  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  said  Commissioners : 

Have  reported  that,  in  pursuance  and  fulfillment  of  tlie  aforesaid 
resolutions,  after  having  perceived  that  there  was  no  appearance  of 
any  negotiation  being  concluded  with  the  West  India  Company  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  aforesaid  Colonie,  according  to  the  intent  of 
this  Council,  tliey  set  about  inquiring,  first :  Wliat  the  principal 
causes  were  that  the  Colonie  aforesaid  did  not  increase  according  to 
the  design  of  this  city?  secondly  :  In  what  manner  could  a  remedy 
be  applied  ?  and, lastly,  drew  up  a  sketch  of  the  means  whicli,  after 
provision  is  first  made  for  those  obstacles,  should  be  euiployed  to 
redress  the  Colonie,  and  what  sum  of  money  would  be  required, 
once  for  all,  for  that  redress,  so  that  the  Colonie  in  future  may  be 
able  to  support  itself,  and  the  city  in  time  expect  the  fruits  tliereof . 

In  regard  to  the  first:  The  said  Commissioners  say,  that  they  are 
informed  by  those  wlio  have  been  in  tlie  service  of  tlie  city  tliere 
and  returned  hither,  that  the  late  Director  did  not  at  the  first  start 
apply  himself  to  the  work  witli  sufficient  diligence  and  dexterity, 
especially  to  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  so  that  the  Colonists,  not 
being  able  to  gain  their  subsistence,  did  mostly  run  away. 

Which  running  away  was  further  caused  by  the  difference  that 
arose  between  Director-General  Stuyvesandt  and  the  otticers  of  the 
city's  Colonie,  both  in  the  matter  of  jurisdiction  and  otiierwise, 
whereby  also  the  remaining  Colonists  were  rendered  unsettled. 

Moreover,  the  Colonists  find  it  peculiarly  onerous  that  tliey  are 
obliged  to  repair  before  the  Director-General  and  Council  of  New 
Netherland  in  cases  of  appeal,  where  the  amount  exceeds  one  hun- 
dred guilders,  and  that  no  efficient  police  can  be  maintained,  be- 
cause an  appeal  is  permitted  in  criminal  matters. 

It  is  also  highly  injurious  to  the  Colonie,  that,  according  to  tlie 
30'"  article  of  the  Conditions,  the  goods  of  private  persons  wliicli 
the  city  happens  to  send  over  on  freight,  together  witli  the  goods 
belonging  to  the  city,  laden  in  a  common  siiip,  cannot  be  conveyed 
direct  to  the  aforesaid  Colonie,  but  must  first  be  discharged  and 
opened  at  New  Amsterdam,  or  some  other  place  belonging  to  the 
Company. 

And  great  disputes  have  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  Company's 
servants- claiming  the  money  arising  from  tlie  privilege  of  anchor- 
ing in  tlie  South  river  in  front  of  the  city's  Colonie. 
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Against  the  aforesaid  mismanagement,  the  Commissioners  say 
that  It  was  provisionally  supplied  with  another  person,  who  witli 
great  zeal,  is  endeavoring  to  promote  the  reestablishment  of  the 
Colonie. 

And  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  aforesaid  difference  about  iuris- 
diction  could  be  remedied  by  the  Company  holding  their  Director 
to  nis  duty  and  sharply  interdicting  him  from  .mdertaking  anythinir 
contrary  to  the  right  of  the  city's  Colonie,  instructing  him.  on  the 
contrary,  to  favor  everywhere  the  promotion  thereof,  and  to  live  on 
good  understanding  with  its  officers,  to  wliich  effect,  on  complaint 
made  to  tlie  aforesaid  Company  in  this  particular,  very  earnest  let- 
ters have  already  been  sent  off  to  said  Director 

Against  the  oppressiveness  of  the  appeal,  a  provision  could  also 
be  made,  as  the  Company  consented  that  the  Schepei.s  of  the  afore- 
untn  fio  rr  "^1!  ^7««f«^th  pronounce  judgment  in  civil  actions 
unto  600  gl.,  Holland  currency,  and  in  all  criminal  cases  indiffer- 
ently.   Likewise,  against  the  injustice  of  tlie  aforesaid  30'"^  article 
that  the  Company  allows  the  contents  thereof  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  conditions;    and,  as  to  the  31-  article,  nothing    more  was 
allowed  than  that,  whenever  tlie  city  is  sending  off  its  own  or  h 
chartered  ship,  loaded  solely  with  the  city's  own  goods,  such  ship 
may  proceed  directly  to  the  city's  Colonie.     This  was  amplified 
and  changed,  so  that  all  ships  which  the  city  happens  to  send  to 
Its  Colonie,  whether  they  be  laden  with  goods  belonging  to  the  city 
or  to  private  individuals,  together  with  all  other  private  ships  which 
are  allowed  and  permitted  by  the  city  to  trade  and  frequent  the 
Colonie  aforesaid,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  direct  to  said  Col 
onie  without  first  touching  at  New  Amsterdam  or  any  other  of 
the  Company's  places,  and  are,  therefore,  so  far  released  from  the 
observance  of  the  rule,  remaining  nevertheless,  subject  to  the  same 
rule  >n  all  other  points,  such  as,  namely,  that  the  goods  and  ships 
aforesaid  to  be  loaded  shall,  as  before,  be  brought  into  the  Com- 
pany s  warehouse  here,  for  inspection  and  to  be  marked  with  the 
city  s  and  Company's  marks,  by  some  person  on  the  part  of  the 
Company,  in  the  presence  of  the  Committee  of  the  city ;  and  more 
oyer,  that  the  duty  thereupon  be  paid,  agreeably  to  the  tariff;  also 
that,  on  the  arrival  of  the  ship  in  the  city's  Colonie  in  New  Nether- 
land,  the  cargo  shall  again  be  opened  in  a  warehouse,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  some  person  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Com- 
pany and  on  behalf  of  the  city. 

Likewise  that  the  differences  and  difficulties  arising  on  occasion  of 
he  privilege  of  anchoring,  together  with  all  others  that  mSv  In  f u 
ture  again  happen  between  tlie  respective'  officers,  tlu-ough  propin- 
quity, could  be  removed  and  avoided  whenever  the  Company  shall 
cone  ude  to  make  over  to  the  city  the  lands  on  the  east  Le  of  he 
South  river,  as  tar  as  the  city's  district  extends  at  present  on  the 
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west  side,  all  such  jurisdiction  and  rights  as  said  city  hath  hereto- 
fore obtained  on  the  aforesaid  west  side,  and  the  limits  of  the  Colo- 
nic shall  be  extended  northwards  up  to  Upland  Kil :  as  tlie  Directors 
of  the  Chamber  here  already  accorded  and  asrreed  to  bring  the  two 
aforesaid  points  before  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX.,  and  to  help  to 
procure  the  approbation  of  the  States-General  thereto.  And  as  re- 
gards the  third,  communication  was  sent  on  behalf  of  the  afore- 
mentioned Commissioners  to  the  aforesaid  Directors  wlio  had  given 
to  understand  thereupon,  that  whenever  the  aforesaid  Colonic  was 
maintained  by  the  city,  and  serious  arrangement  was  made  for 
populating  it  by  conveying  people  thither,  the  Company  would  not 
throw  any  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  extension  of  the  limits  afore- 
said. 

The  abovementioned  Commissioners  consider  the  means  whereby 
tlie  Colonic  aforesaid  might  be  redressed,  to  be  tliese: 

Namely  :  That  the  military  who  are  in  the  service  and  pay  of  the 
city  be  discharged,  leaving  the  Colonists  to  provide  for  their  own 
defence,  whereunto  'tis  considered  that  they  will  be  competent,  es- 
pecially when  they  shall  be  reinforced  with  people,  which  point  will 
be  hereafter  treated  of:  whereunto  the  military  might  be  induced 
to  coopei-ate,  without  pay.  by  distributing  lands  amojig  them  for 
their  own  support,  under  bond  to  serve  the  Colonic  as  soldiers  in 
time  of  need,  and  in  that  case  to  draw  pay. 

Further,  for  populating  the  Colonie,  that  a  goodly  number  of  free 
l)eoi)le  be  gratuitously  conveyed  over,  with  their  necessary  baggage, 
by  the  city,  and  nothing  more  should  be  disbursed  exce})t  a  piece  of 
land  for  them  to  support  themselves  on,  as  has  been  tlie  i)ractice  of 
the  Company  for  many  years  with  good  success,  and  now  plenty  of 
people  are  to  be  found  who  would  very  willingly  repair  thither. 

And  for  the  greater  advancement  of  farming,  it  would  besides, 
be  well  to  engage  i)ro  vision  ally,  25  or  30  farm  servants  from  West- 
phalia or  Gelderland,  who  are  willing  and  accustomed  to  work, 
together  with  some  boys,  and  pay  them  board  and  wages,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Colonie,  on  condition  that  tlie  product  of  their  labor 
shall  in  return  be  enjoyed  by  the  Colonie. 

That  the  civil  servants  who  are  drawing  pay  l)e  reduced  to  as  few 
in  number,  and  as  small  an  amount  of  wages  as  is  in  anywise  possi- 
ble, so  that  there  be  retained  in  service  only  : 

Guilders.  Guilders. 

One  Director  on  a  salary  of ,    .    .    .    100  per  month  :  and  board- 
wages  a  year,     .   .    .    800 

One  Sheriff,  being  Commissary.    .     40 150 

One  assistant, 15 75 

One  barber,  being  also  apothecary,    23 100 

One  steward  and  cooper  together,    12 75 
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One  smith  (a  .  one  guilder  a  day 

when  employed  by  the  city,  otlier- 

wise,  nothing 

One  comforter  of  the  sick,  to  act, 

also  as  schoolmaster, 18 80 

And  that,  finally,  a  sum  of  24,628  guilders  be  demanded,  once  for 
all.  to  be  expended  as  follows,  namely  : 

50  snaphance,  each    5  guilders, 250.00 

2,000  lbs.  powder,  (rt.  40       "         per  100  lbs., 800.00 

One  cargo  of  Merchandise, 10,000.00 

Materials  for  brickwork, 800.00 

Farming  implements, 1,000.00 

Eight  months'  charter  of  a  ship, 4,800.00 

17  ships'  crew,  estimated,  with  officers  and  seamen,  to 

average  17  gl.  per  month, 2,312.00 

Their  food  for  the  entire  voyage, 1,666.00 

One  cargo,  to  be  sent  this  year, 3.000.00 

24,628.00 

Nothing  is  set  down  for  the  salaries  of  the  civil  servants,  nor  yet 
for  the  wages  of  the  f  irm  servants  and  boys,  nor  for  their  board,  as 
they  should  be  engaged  or  continued  on  condition  that  tliey  shall  so 
improve  the  aforesaid  cargoes  and  other  effects  of  the  Colonie  there, 
and  likewise  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  that  from  the  proceeds  of 
those  cargoes  and  what  shall  be  obtained  from  time  to  time  for  them, 
together  with  the  produce  of  the  lands  which  Avill  be  cultivated  by 
the  aforesaid  farm  servants  and  boys,  their  salaries  or  wages,  and 
their  board  shall  be  abundantly  provided  ;  on  whieli  condition  the 
principal  of  the  officers  offer  their  services,  provided  that  2  months' 
wages  be  advanced  to  those  only  who  are  to  be  taken  up  new. 

Neither  is  anything  set  down  for  the  board  on  the  voyage  of  the 
aforesaid  free  people,  farm  servants  and  boys,  estimated  at  6  stivers 
a  day  each  for  about  2  months;  nor  for  the  aforesaid  2  months" 
wages  in  hand,  as  it  was  calculated  that  the  profits  w^hich  tlie  afore- 
said ship  will  realize  on  the  outward  and  chiefly  on  the  homeward 
voyage,  with  the  outward  freight  of  private  merchandise,  will  be 
more  than  equivalent  to  the  aforesaid  board  and  monthly  wages  in 
hand. 

8o  that,  in  all  cases,  no  more  than  the  above  24,628  guilders  will 
be  required,  once  for  all,  for  the  redress  of  the  Colonie,  which  sum 
should  be  the  less  burdensome  seeing  that  whenever  it  would  be 
concluded  to  abandon  the  Colonie  on  payment  of  the  already  dis- 
bursed monthly  payments,  &c.,  a  considerable  sum  which  the  city 
Avould  be  then  owing  must  be  furnished;  tliat  debt  will,  in  case  the 
aforesaid  24,628  guilders  are  appropriated,  be  refunded  by  the  Colo- 
nie itself. 
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Further,  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion,  if  tliis  Council  resolve 
to  maintain  tiie  Colonic,  that  it  will  be  highly  advantageous  for  the 
redress  and  promotion  thereof,  that  the  city  admit  some  private 
individuals  to  a  share  of  one-half  the  Colonie,  without  those  i>er- 
sons,  however,  being  liable  for  any  of  tlie  expenses  which  have  been 
heretofore  incurred,  but  only  for  what  is  hereafter  necessary  for  its 
redress  and  continuation,  and  therefore  to  participate  in  half  the 
gains;  with  this  understanding,  that  the  private  persons  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  aforesaid,  should  be  allowed  with  the  Directors  on  behalf 
of  this  city  to  be  appointed  for  the  management  of  the  Colonie,  the 
management  and  supervision  with  an  equal  number  of  votes  as  the 
Directors,  provided  that  the  city  Directors  should  preside ;  and,  in 
case  of  an  equality  of  votes,  one  Commissioner  be  appointed,  on  the 
behalf  of  the  city,  to  help  to  arrange  the  difference ;  for,  beyond  all 
doubt,  the  work  would  be  attended  to  with  more  zeal  and  assiduity 
by  private  person  who  are  interested,  and  such  also  would  redound 
to  the  advantage  of  the  city. 

And  then,  within  the  time  expressed  in  the  condition,  the  tenths 
are  to  be  looked  for;  and  the  Colonie  being  again  brought  into 
shape,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  people  who  have  gone  away  and 
are  impoverished  will  return  thither,  and  become  able,  with  the 
lirosperity  of  the  Colonie,  to  repay  the  city  what  has  been  disbursed 
for  them.  In  addition  to  this,  the  probability  is,  that  considerable 
gain  w^ould  accrue  from  the  convenience  of  certain  creeks  which 
have  been  discovered  penetrating  into  the  interior  of  the  country, 
and  are  navigable  for  small  boats  to  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour's 
distance  of  the  district  of  the  English,  with  whom  a  great  trade  can 
be  can-ied  on  from  this  side,  as  those  w^ho  have  been  there  have 
found  to  their  great  profit;  and  this,  exclusive  of  the  great  pros- 
perity which  this  city  would  consequently  derive  in  general  from 
the  frequent  navigation  and  commerce  to  this  Colonie, 

Which  being  considered,  it  is  resolved  and  concluded  to  maintain 
and  continue  said  Colonie  on  the  footing  proposed  by  the  aforesaid 
Commissioners,  who  are  thanked  for  the  trouble  they  have  taken. 
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RESOLUTION  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE 
COLONIE  ON  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Commissioners  and  Directors  ap- 
jtointed  and  named  to  superintend  the  Colonie  established  on  the 
South  liiver,  in  New  Netherlands  hy  the  City  of  Amsterdam. 

Amsterdam,  Tuesday,  lO""  July,  1661. 
Present — Mr.  Burgh,  Chairman. 

Mess"  Roeters, 

Man, 

Tayspil. 
Meyntie  Willems,  wife  of  John  Barentsen,  late  freeman  in  this 
city's  Colonie  in  New  Netherland  and  there  deceased,  appeared  and 
delivered  to  the  meeting  a  certain  written  inventory,  acte,  and  ob- 
ligation, whereby  Hans  Block,  gunner  in  the  service  of  the  afore- 
said city's  Colonie.  acknowledges  to  have  purchased  such  property 
as  is  therein  specified,  and  was  left  by  her  deceased  Imsband, 
amounting,  altogether,  to  aboiit  nine  hundred  and  eighty  guilders, 
he  promising  thereby  to  make  payment  in  beavers  or  other  returns, 
nr  else  in  default  thereof,  to  allow  the  same  to  be  paid  here  out  of 
his  wages  ;  and  as  she  had  received  hereupon,  after  long  waiting, 
only  300  guilders,  she  requested  our  aid,  in  order  that  she  may  make 
use  of  the  alternative,  namely,  that  the  balance,  which  is  now  about 
six  hundred  and  eighty  guilders,  may  be  paid  her  from  his  wages. 
Whereupon  the  account  of  the  said  Hans  Block,  as  entered  in  the 
book  of  monthly  wages  last  received  thence,  being  examined,  it  is 
found  that  nearly  that  sum  is  due  him  there,  yet  as  not  the  slightest 
entry  to  above  effect  is  found,  and  he  consequently  might  since  that 
time,  have  taken  up  and  received  his  wages  there  in  whole  or  in 
part ;  it  is  accordingly  resolved,  after  question  being  put,  to  decline 
the  payment  in  tliis  instance  for  the  present,  and  until  she  exhibit 
to  us  an  original  settlement  of  account  of  Hans  Block's  monthly 
wages  earned  and  due,  together  with  an  assignment  or  power  of 
attorney,  executrd  from  him  to  her,  as  is  customary,  or  certainly 
ought  to  be  the  practice. 

By  order  of  the  same. 
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PROPOSALS   FOR   SUBSCRIPTIONS   TO   THE  STOCK  OF 
THE  COLOXIE  OX  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Notice. 


The  Burgomasters  and  Regents  of  the  citj'  of  Amsterdam  To  all 
and  every  by  these  Presents  make  known  :  That,  by  resolution  of 
the  Burgomasters  and  XXXVI.  Councillors  of  the  aforesaid  city,  a 
projier  number  of  Commissioners  from  the  midst  of  their  "\Vorshi]>s'' 
Assembly  has  been  ordered  seriously  to  inquire  into  the  condition 
of  the  Colonic  named  New  Amstel.  the  planting  whereof  by  the 
city  aforesaid  has  been  commenced  on  the  South  river;  and,  in  ad- 
dition, to  consider  in  what  manner  the  above  named  Colonic  may 
be  further  maintained  and  brought  to  a  flourishing  state  ;  also,  that 
the  said  Burgomasters  and  XXXVI.  Councillors,  having  found, 
when  the  afore  aid  Commissioners,  after  laborious  application,  made 
a  report  of  their  opinions,  that  provision  must  be  made  for  divers 
points  tending  to  the  embarrassment  of  the  Colonic  :  also  that  said 
Colonie  must  be  relieved  of  divers  ordinary  expenses ;  tiie  clearing 
and  cultivation  of  the  lands  situated  thereabout,  zealously  i)romoted, 
and,  in  addition  thereto,  that  a  goodly  sum  of  money  ouglit  to  be 
disbursed  for  the  maintenance  of  the  aforesaid  Colonie :  Their 
Worsliips  have.  ui)on  mature  deliberation,  resolved,  first :  To  employ 
all  ix)ssible  diligence  for  the  removal  of  said  embarrassments,  the 
chief  of  which  have  already  been  put  out  of  the  Avay,  namely,  that 
henceforth  the  Schepens  of  tlie  aforesaid  Colonie  shall  pronounce 
and  decree  judgment  in  civil  suits  to  six  hundred  guilders,  Holland 
currency,  and  in  all  criminal  cases  indifferently,  without  ai)peal  or 
reprieve,  instead  of  having,  as  heretofore,  appeals  from  their  judg- 
ments amounting  to  above  one  hundred  guilders,  allowed  to  the 
Director-General  and  Council  of  New  Netherland  at  vast  expense, 
trouble  and  loss  of  time  to  the  Colonists,  and,  in  all  criminal  cases, 
to  the  hinderance  of  maintaining  good  i)olice.  Likewise,  that  all 
ships  which  this  city  happens  to  send  to  its  Colonie,  whether  freighted 
with  city  property  or  goods  of  individuals;  also,  all  other  ships  of 
private  persons  permitted  by  said  city  to  frequent  and  trade  to  the 
aforesaid  Colonie,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  directly  hence  to  the 
above  mentioned  Colonie,  without  touching  at  New  Amsterdam  or 
any  other  of  the  West  India  Company's  places,  which  could  not 
heretofore  be  done,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  that  Colonie.  That, 
further,  for  the  relief  of  said  Colonie,  their  Worships  have  resolved 
to  dismiss  the  military  who  are  there  in  the  service  and  pay  of  the 
aforesaid  city,  and  to  reduce  the  public  officers  who  receive  salaries, 
to  as  small  a  number  and  as  low  wages  as  is  in  any  wise  i)Ossible. 
And,  to  the  end  that  agriculture  be  promoted,  to  send  over  gratis  a 
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goodly  number  of  free  people  and  have  them  distributed  on  said 
lands  ;  also,  to  send  thither  in  the  city's  service  some  laboring  men 
who  are  accustomed  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil ;  and,  finally,  as 
regards  the  money  means,  amounting  to  about  25,000  gl.,  the  afore- 
said Burgomasters  and  XXXYI.  Councillors  have  resolved,  once  for 
all,  to  the  end  that  the  advancement  of  their  Colonic  be  encouraged 
with  mure  zeal,  to  adjoin  to  them  some  private  merchants  to  take 
an  interest  for  one-half  in  this  Colonic,  on  such  rights  and  condi- 
tions as  the  Burgomasters  aforesaid  have  agreed  upon  with  the 
Directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  which  also  are  apin-oved  by 
their  High  Mightinesses,  without,  however,  such  private  individu- 
als being  responsible  for  any  of  the  expenses  which  have  heretofore 
been  incurred,  but  in  such  manner  that  they  shall  contribute  only 
one-half  of  what  is  henceforth  necessarvfor  the  continuance  of  the 
Colonic  aforesaid,  and  in  return  shall  enjoy  one-half  of  all  the  profits ; 
also  possess,  together  witli  the  Directors  to  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  this  city,  the  management  of  the  Colonic,  with  a  number  of  votes 
equal  to  those  of  the  Directors  aforesaid;  on  condition  that  the 
city's  Directors  sliall  preside,  and,  in  case  the  votes  are  equal,  one 
Commissioner  shall  be  appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  city,  to  assist 
in  settling  the  difference. 

Pursuant  to  which  resolution,  the  Burgomasters  and  Regents 
aforesaid  offer  to  receive  all  and  every  as  partners,  on  the  above- 
named  conditions.  Those  who  are  hereunto  inclined,  will  please 
address  themselves  to  Nicholas  Nicolai  and  Mr.  Wigbolt  Slicher, 
clerks  of  this  city,  so  that  every  one  may  be  allowed  to  subscribe 
for  what  shares  he  desires  to  take,  and,  at  the  same  time,  obtain 
more  circumstantial  information  of  the  condition  of  the  aforesaid 
Colonic,  of  the  fruits  and  profits  which  are  to  be  expected  there- 
from and  of  the  employment  of  the  aforesaid  25,000  gl. 

Done  the  18'"  August,  1661. 

By  order  of  their  Worships. 

(Signed),  AYIGBOLT  SLICHER. 


DIRECTORS  AT  AMSTERDAM   TO  DIRECTOR 
STUYYESANT. 


Amsterdam,  9'"  Nov^  1661. 
Honorable,  Prudent,  Beloved,  Faithful : 

We  received  by  the  vessels  Trouw,  Hoop  and  Gulden  Arent  your 
general  and  particular  letters  of  the  21'*'  July  last,  with  the  docu- 
ments belonging  thereto.     As  time  does  not  permit  us  to  answer 
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these  at  present,  by  the  vessel  that  directly  sails  to  the  South  x'iver, 
we  hope  to  do  so  by  the  ships  which  are  expected  to  sail  from  here 
in  the  latter  part  of  next  month.  Meanwhile,  we  ]ierewith  send 
you,  with  a  view  to  your  special  information,  our  resolution  adopted 
upon  a  proi)osal  of  this  city,  from  which  you  will  see  what  further 
l)rivileges  we  have  granted  the  Magistrates  of  this  ci'.y  in  regard  of 
their  Colonie  on  the  South  river.  And  as  said  Magistrates  will 
continue,  accordingly,  to  charge  themselves  with  the  direction  of 
said  Colonie,  they  are  now  sending  several  Colonists  and  farmers 
thither  for  the  advancement  thereof,  in  the  liope  that  such  will  be 
crowned  with  better  success.  Your  Honors  may  see  from  the  in- 
voice, what  necessaries  of  clothing  for  the  soldiers  have  been  laden 
in  this  vessel,  while  the  remainder  can  be  expected  with  the  winter 
vessels. 
With  which  terminating,  we  commend  you  to  God's  protection. 
Honorable,  Prudent,  Beloved,  Faithful, 
Your  good  friends, 

The  Directors  of  tl)e  West  India  Company 
Department,  Amsterdam. 
(Signed),  JACOBUS  REYERS. 

ABR.  WILMERDONK. 
To  the  Director  General  and  Council  in  New  Netherland. 

Proposals  of  the  Commissioners  of  Extract  from  the  Register  of  tlie 
the  Bight  Worshipful,  the  Bur-  Itesolutions  of  the  Directors  of 
gomasters  of  the  city  of  Amster-  the  West  India  Company  Chum- 
dam,  her  at  Amsterdam. 

1.  1. 

First.  That  besides  the  High,  AVith  regard  to  the  appoint- 
Middle  and  Low  Jurisdiction,  ment  of  a  Sheriff,  this  is  granted 
the  city  ought  to  possess  the  ab-  to  the  city  of  Amsterdam  in  the 
solute  disposal  of  all  the  offices,  name  of  their  High  Mightinesses 
through  which  such  is  exercised ;  and  tlie  West  India  Company,  as 
namely,  that  of  the  Sheriff,  specified  in  article  13,  provided 
Schepens  and  other  officers  of  the  he  take  tlie  oath  of  allegiance  to 
court,  on  such  instructions  and  their  High  Mightinesses  and  tlie 
conditions,  as  they  may  deem  iJompany.  So  the  Regents  of  the 
proper.  city  of  Amsterdam  shall  be  re- 

quested to  command  and  instruct 
their  Director  and  other  servants 
to  assist  the  Sheriff  and  the  Com- 
missaries of  the  Company 's  rights. 

2.  2. 

That  no  appeal  from  judg-  The  amount  to  which  the  Sche- 
ments,  pronounced  by  said  Sche-    pens  of  New  Amstel  may  give 
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pens,  shall  be  permitted  to  the 
Director-General  and  Council  at 
the  Manhattans,  but  only  to  the 
court  of  justice  here  ;  or  if  great 
objection  be  made  to  this,  or  it 
be  impossible,  that  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  guilders,  which  the 
Schep'^ns  may  now  not  exceed  in 
their  judgments,  be  augmented 
to  one  thousand,  or  more.  In  all 
events,  that  no  appeal  in  crimi- 
nal cases  shall  be  permitted ;  and 
the  Director-General  shall  be  in- 
structed not  to  give,  in  future, 
any  reprieve  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city's  Colonic. 
3. 
If  any  one  discovers  any  min- 
erals, he  shall  be  maintained  in 
possession  thereof  without  any 
payment  to  the  Company,  but 
the  city  may  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment with  such  individual  to  its 
best  advantage,  or  lay  such  a  duty 
as  the  said  city  may  deem  proper. 

4. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  their  Wor- 
ships that  the  30""  article  ought 
to  be  rescinded  from  the  Condi- 
tions, and  in  lieu  thereof,  that 
the  Company  allow  not  only  the 
vessels  of  the  city,  laden  with 
their  own  goods,  but  also  all  those 
of  private  merchants  wlio  are 
willing  to  trade  to  the  city's 
Colonie,  to  pj-oceed  directly 
thither  and  prosecute  trade  there 
without  being  bound  to  touch  at 
the  city  of  New  Amsterdam, 
much  less  to  break  bulk  there ; 
which,  if  duly  considered,  your 
Honors  will  be  convinced,  will 
be  more  advantageous  to  the 
Company  than  the  present  prac- 
tice. 


their  judgments  is  raised  to  the 
sum  of  600  guilders,,  and  no  ap- 
peal is  allowed  in  criminal  cases, 
and  the  Director-General  and 
Council  shaU  be  instructed  not 
to  grant  a  reprieve,  except  con- 
formably to  the  laws  of  this 
country. 


This  point  remains  undecided 
till  such  an  event  shall  occur. 


4. 
With  regard  to  the  free  convey- 
ance of  private  ships  and  goods, 
it  is  granted  to  the  Colonie  of 
New  Amstel,  upon  the  footing 
and  regulation  sanctioned  in  this 
country  and  at  New  Amsterdam, 
with  regard  to  the  lading  of 
goods,  viz,  that  these  must  be 
carried  first  to  the  magazines  of 
the  Company  and  there  be 
marked,  provided  tlie  duties  are 
paid,  as  is  customary  here  and  in 
New  Amsterdam. 
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Your  Honors  will  be  pleased  to 
consider  seriously  if  the  cit^' 
ought  not  to  be  relieved  of  tlie 
great  expenses  which  it  lias  al- 
ready incurred,  and  must  yet 
continue  to  incur,  by  allowing  it 
to  receive  the  recognitions  and 
duties  which  are  levied  in  that 
country  in  order  that  it  may  pos- 
sess a  i)roper  fund  to  pay  its  ser- 
vants, maintain  the  public  works, 
&c. 


6. 

That  tlie  duties  wliich  must  be 
paid  here  on  goods  in  this  city  be 
diminished,  so  as  your  Honors 
mav  deem  advisable. 


With  regard  to  the  proposal, 
that  the  city  receive  a  part  of 
the  recognitions,  this  cannot  be 
granted  without  ])rejudicing,  se- 
riously, the  preceding  article ; 
but  if  the  city  deems  it  an  ad- 
vantage to  impose  any  new  duties, 
as  has  been  granted  to  the  Man- 
hattans, to  provide  for  the  ex- 
penses, which  it  already  incurred, 
and  wliich  it  must  yet  continue 
to  incur,  this  might  be  effected 
with  the  i)revious  knowledge  and 
approbation  of  the  Company. 

6. 

On  the  article  of  diminishing 
the  duties  nothing  can  be  done, 
as  this  Colonic  ought  to  remain 
on  the  same  footing  as  New  Am- 
sterdam. 


FURTHER   ENLARGEMENT   OF   THE   CONDITIONS 

GRANTED   TO  THE   COLONIE   ON   THE 

DELAWARE  RIVER. 


The  Commissioners  and  Directors  of  this  city's  Colonic  in  N. 
Netherland,  having  represented  to  the  Burgomasters  that  the  Direct- 
ors of  the  Incori)orated  West  India  Company  had  allowed  those  of 
New  Amsteidam  and  other  inhabitants  of  N.  Netherland,  on  their 
petition,  to  export  their  wares  and  products  which  grow  there,  and 
cannot  be  profitably  sold  here,  to  other  places  both  in  and  out  of 
Euro])e,  but  under  certain  limitations,  as  more  fully  appear  by  reso- 
lution of  the  said  Company,  with  the  request  that  their  Honors 
will  be  pleased  to  allow  this  city's  Colonists  to  enjoy  the  like 
freedom. 

Secondly.  That  the  30"'  article,  which  grants  to  the  discoverers 
of  minerals  in  the  aforesaid  Colonic  the  property  of  said  minerals, 
on  condition  that  they  pay  y'^f  thereof  to  the  West  India  Company, 
after  the  lapse  of  ten  years,  confers  no  advantage  on  the  city,  to 
which,  according  to  the  general  conditions  made  with  said  Com- 
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pany,  such  minerals  devolve  and  were  granted  ;  and  the  same  ought 
to  be  exjiunged  therefrom,  and  Commissioners  autliorized  to  agree 
thereon  with  the  discoverers  of  minerals  and  such  things. 

It  is,  after  consideration,  resolved  and  concluded  on  the  first,  to 
amplify  the  conditions  with  the  following  article.    That : 

The  Colonists  who  shall  have  paid  their  board  and  passage  money, 
and  discharged  their  other  obligations,  shall  be  em])owered  to  bring 
their  wares,  produce  and  goods,  the  growth  of  the  Coloni(>,  unto 
such  ports  and  kingdoms  as  they  think  i)roper.  to  sell  the  same  to 
the  best  advantage,  except  beavers  and  other  peltries:  likewise,  to 
bring  all  wares  or  merchandise,  however  named,  wliich  thev  shall 
destine  for  Netherland,  East  or  North,  to  this  city,  to  pay  tlie  pub- 
lic and  Company's  duties,  and  generally  to  govern  themselves  pre- 
cisely according  to  the  regulation  given  by  the  Companv  to  the 
inhabitants  of  N.  Netherland. 

And  the  aforesaid  Directors  are  accordingly  authorized  to  rescind 
the  articles  contravening  this  one,  or  to  arrange  them  agreeably  to 
the  instruction  of  this  resolution. 

On  the  2"^  it  is  resolved  to  expunge  the  SO'"  article  of  the  present 
conditions,  and  the  Directors  are  authorized  to  agree  with  the  dis- 
coverers of  minerals,  marbles,  precious  stones,  to  the  best  advan- 
tage of  the  city. 


KESOLUTION  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  THE 
CITY  OF  AMSTERDAM. 


20'"  April,  1662. 
The  Burgomasters  have  also  reported  that  about  25  Mennonist 
families  had  declared  their  Inclination  to  remove  to  and  reside  in 
the  city's  Colonie  in  New  Netherland,  if  this  city  would  resolve  to 
assist  each  family  to  that  end  with  200  guilders  for  once,  in  addition 
to  the  passage  money,  on  condition  tliat  such  families  would  jointly 
and  severally  bind  themselves  to  repay  the  same.  Which  being 
considered,  it  is  resolved  to  loan  each  family  100  gl.  on  such  condi- 
tions, the  passage  money  therein  included. 
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CONTRACT  FOR  THE  CONVEYANCE  OF  MENNONISTS 
TO  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Burgomasters  and  Regents  of  the  city  of  Amsterdant. 

Whereas  we  remaiii,  at  all  times,  disposed  to  advance  this  city's 
Colouie  in  New  Netherland,  therefore  have  we,  with  the  knowledge 
and  consent  of  the  XXXVI.  Councillors,  resolved  to  enter  into  the 
following  agreement  to  that  end  with  Pieter  Cornelisz  Plockhoy, 
of  Zierikzee,  viz: 

He,  Pieter  Cornelisz  Plockhoy,  undertakes  to  present  to  us,  as 
soon  as  possible,  XXIIII.  men,  who,  with  him,  making  a  Society 
of  XXV.  persons,  shall  bind  tliemselves  to  depart  by  the  first  sail- 
ing ship  or  ships  to  the  aforesaid  city's  Colonie  to  reside  there  and 
to  work  at  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  fishing,  handicraft,  etc.,  and 
to  be  as  diligent  as  possible  not  only  to  tlie  end  that  they  should  live 
properly  by  such  labor,  but  that  jn-ovisions  may  thereby  be  made 
for  other  coming  persons  and  families. 

Therefore  the  aforesaid  Society  of  XXV.  male  persons,  whether 
tlie  same  be  more  or  less,  according  as  they  may  increase  or  dimin- 
ish, shall,  for  the  whole,  and,  moreover,  each  member  of  said  society 
for  himself  individually,  have  the  privilege  of  selecting,  taking  up 
and  appropriating  as  much  land,  the  property  of  no  other  person, 
whether  in  the  Whorekill  or  in  any  other  i»art  of  tlie  district  of  this 
Colonie  wherever  it  may  lie.  as  tliey  shall  be  willing  and  able  to 
cultivate  and  pasture.  Which  lands,  both  divided  and  undivided, 
the  aforesaid  Society  and  Colonists  resi)ectively  shall  occupy  in  full 
property,  to  do  therewith  as  to  them  shall  seem  good. 

And  the  aforesaid  Colonists,  for  the  peace,  union  and  welfare  of 
their  Society,  such  rules  and  orders  shall  be  empowered  to  enact  as 
they  shall  think  proper,  provided,  nevertheless,  that  each  person 
who  may  consider  himself  wronged  shall  be  at  liberty  to  appeal  to 
the  Magistrate  there  or  here. 

The  aforesaid  Society,  and  each  member  thereof  in  particular, 
shall,  for  their  further  encouragement,  be  granted  freedom  from 
Tenths  and  all  other  imposts,  howsoever  they  be  named,  for  the 
term  of  XX.  years. 

And  there  shall  be  paid,  likewise,  to  each  of  the  aforesaid  25  per- 
sons, by  form  of  a  loan,  a  sum  of  one  hundred  guilders  to  provide 
himself  therefrom  with  necessaries  according  to  pleasure,  on  condi- 
tion that  such  sum  is  understood  to  include  his  passage  money  only, 
and  not  those  of  his  wife  Jind  children,  who  shall  be  conveyed  over 
at  the  expense  of  the  city,  conformably  to  the  printed  Conditions. 

Therefore  the  aforesaid  XXV.  Colonists  i)romise  and  bind  them- 
selves, in  solidum,  the  one  for  the  other,  to  repay  the  afoi'^said  2,500 
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guilders  to  this  city  agreeably  to  the  21  and  22  articles  of  the  Condi- 
tions relating  to  the  city's  Colonie,  last  printed  and  published. 

Then,  in  case  any  of  the  aforesaid  25  men  should  wish  to  leave  the 
Society  before  the  time  of  the  full  payment  of  said  2.5UU  guilders,  in 
order  to  return  hitlier,  he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  do  so,  on  condition 
of  leaving  to  the  Society  the  undivided  land,  cattle  and  all  other 
common  property,  and  takmg  with  him  his  own  particular  goods, 
so  that  the  repayment  may  be  effected  by  the  remaining  Colonists. 
Therefore  the  passage  money  of  such  Colonist  and  family  as  have 
gone  away  shall  be  paid  by  the  Society  out  of  the  common  stock  in 
return  for  his  contributed  labor. 

And  if  any  person  will  go  over,  or  make  the  voyage  at  liis  own 
expense  and  yet  wish  to  save  or  even  sell  his  share  in  the  common 
fund,  he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  do  so,  on  condition  that  lie  previously 
put  one  in  his  place  or  sell  to  such  a  one  as  the  Society  respectively 
shall  approve  of,  in  order  to  help  to  have  a  strict  eye  over  the  com- 
mon labor  and  other  things  besides. 

The  aforesaid  Society  and  individual  members  thereof  remaining 
further  bound  to  observe,  in  all  respects,  tlie  aforesaid  printed  arti- 
cles. In  like  manner,  also,  the  explanation  of  whatever  should 
herein  be  found  to  demand  further  interpretation  remains  reserved 
unto  the  Burgomasters  of  this  State. 

In  testimony  whereof  have  we,  the  Burgomasters  and  Regents 
aforesaid,  the  seal  of  this  city  affixed  to  these  presents  tlie  9'^  of 
June,  A"  1662. 

(Signed),  WIGBOLT  SLICHER. 

Having  a  seal  impressed  in  Green  Wax. 


DIRECTOR  STUYVESAXT  TO  THE  MAGISTRATES  OF 
NEW  AMSTEL. 


Bonorahle,  Prudent,  Most  Discreet  Gentlemen  : 

We  received  yesterday  evening  your  letter,  from  which  we  learned 
with  anxiety  the  murder  of  a  Dutchman  and  the  burning  of  a  house 
near  the  Fortress  of  New  Amstel,  and  the  consequent  justifiable 
apprehension  of  the  inhabitants,  and  also  the  request  of  M.  d'Hin- 
ojossa  to  send  a  reinforcement  of  12  men  at  the  city's  expense; 
this  request  has  already  been  granted  by  us.  But,  regarding  the 
passage  thither  of  the  tritling  assistance  demanded,  whether  it  is  to 
be  sent  by  land  or  outside  around ;  if  over  land,  'tis  an  objection  that 
so  small  a  number  miglit  very  easily  be  overpowered  and  massacred  on 
the  march  by  the  Indians,  if  these  be  inclined  to  war ;  round  about 
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by  sea  would  take  a  very  long  time,  and  so  small  a  number  could 
not  essentially  serve  and  defend  both  places,  New  Amstel  and 
Altonae.  Having,  besides,  considered  Mr.  Beeckman-s  advice  and 
the  verbal  report  of  tlie  bearer  of  the  letter,  we  are  inclined  to  hoi)e 
that  the  trouble  may  i^ass  over:  nay,  that  it  is  not  so  bad  and  dan- 
gerous as  the  inhabitants  of  New  Amstel  apprehend.  We  have, 
therefore,  concluded  first  to  dispatch  this  with  speed  by  the  bearer 
of  yours  ai:id  Claes  Jansen  Ruyter,  tlie  Inter})reter,  the  latter  of 
whom  we  have  exjn-essly  commanded  to  make  all  ])ossil)le  speed  and 
haste,  and  take  precise  information  from  all  the  Indians  as  to  the 
continuance  of  the  matter  remonstrated  on  ;  if  anything  be  learned, 
to  return  hither,  dto  cito.  In  this  case,  tlie  required  assistance,  and, 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  his  report,  a  greater  number  will 
be  sent  to  your  Honors.  If  he  learn  nothing  of  conseqiience  or  no 
news,  he  is  directed  to  proceed  onward  and  to  hand  these  to  your 
Honors  in  person,  and  to  bring  back  speedily  your  opinion.  Where- 
with, ending  for  the  jn-esent.  we  shall,  after  greeting,  commend  you 
all  together  to  God's  care  and  protection. 

Honorable,  prudent  and  very  discreet  gentlemen, 
Your  atfectionate  friends. 

The  Director-General  and  Council  of  New  Netherland. 
(Signed).  PETER  STUYYESANT. 

Done  Fort  Amsterdam,  in  New  Netherland,  16^"  Sepf,  1662. 


DIRECTOR  STUYYESANT  TO  THE  DIRECTORS  AT 
AMSTERDAM. 


Fort  Amsterdam,  in  New  Netherland,  16"^  7"",  A"  1662. 
Ilonorahle,  Wise,  Prudent  and  Bight  Worshipful: 

After  our  last  was  closed,  and  the  skipper  had  departed  about 
noon  yesterday,  with  the  letters,  we  received  late  in- the  evening  the 
annexed  from  Director  d'Hinojossa,  which  we  deem  necessary  to 
communicate  to  you  and  through  you  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
city's  Colonic,  in  order  that  you  and  they,  according  to  your  far 
seeing  judgment,  may  adopt  such  regulation  for  the  better  security 
of  this  far  distant  place,  as  your  good  and  wise  Council  may  devise. 
From  tlie  annexed  copy  of  tlie  letter  speedily  dispatched  in  answ^er 
to  the  first,  your  Honors  can  partly  deduce  how  the  matter  was 
viewed  by  us  ;  things  must  improve  by  time.  Meanwhile,  we  shall 
not  fail  to  look  to  the  security  of  both  the  one  and  the  other  place, 
and  to  contribute  thereto  as  far  as  present  circumstances  permit  us. 
Therefore,  your  Honors  and  the  Commissioners  may  be  assured, 
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should  any  collision  occur  or  happen  there  or  elsewhere,  we  should 
find  ourselves  forthwith  in  want  of  good  powder.  Our  supply  con- 
sists of  only  about  2,500  @.  3,000  pounds  in  all ;  but  as  the  greater 
part  of  it  is  some  years  old  and  has  lain  too  long,  we  could  not  rely 
on  it  in  time  of  need.  We  therefore  will  respectfully  request  your 
Honors  to  send  over  a  good  quantity  by  the  first  opportunity,  and 
annually  afterwards,  in  order  to  have  a  supply  of  good  powder  con- 
stantly on  hand,  to  the  extent  oi  5  (a).  600  pounds,  in  which  case  we 
should,  from  time  to  time,  have  the  old  powder  sent  back,  in  order 
to  be  made  over  again.  We  are  much  at  a  loss  for  drums  and  skins 
for  drum-heads,  in  consequence  of  being  obUged  to  supply  the  out- 
lying villages  with  them,  at  their  request;  none  can  be  obtained 
here,  as  they  are  not  imported  by  private  persons.  We  therefore  re- 
quest your  Honors  to  provide  us  with  some,  next  spring.  Where- 
with, hastily  ending,  we  shall,  after  hearty  greeting,  commend  your 
Honors  to  the  care  and  protection  of  God,  and  remain. 
Honorable,  wise,  prudent  and  right  worthy, 

Your  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

P.  STUYVESANT. 


No.  41. 


RETURN  OF  MONEYS  PAID  FOR  THE  COLONIE  ON 
THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Return  of  the  monthly  payments  here  hy  the  Directors  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Colonie  of  Ifeio  Am^tel,  i?i  Ifew  Netherlands  from  the 
18'"  November,  1659,  to  the  3^  November,  1662. 

A"  1659.  Florins. 

18th  November.  To  WDliam  van  Diemen,  sergeant,    .    No.  1,       30.  0,0 

ditto                 William  van  Diemen, "  2,       30.  0.0 

ditto                 Roeloflf  Swenske,  soldier,    ....      "  3,       34.  8.8 
ditto                 Jan  Nanningbsen,  a  boy  on  board 

thegaliot, "  4,       19.  0.0 

ditto  Andries  Andriessen,  carpenter  of 

ditto,     "  5,       52.10.0 

ditto  William   V.  Rasenburg,  surgeon 

in  the  Colonie, "  6,       46.  0.0 

25th    ditto                Jan  Nanninghsen, "  7,       22.12.0 

1660. 

10th  January.           Peter  Tergotsky,  soldier,     ....      "  8,       16.  0.0 

ditto                 Claes  Antonisen,  soldier,     ....      "  9,       16.  0.0 


27— Vol,  V. 


Amount  carried  forward,  . 


.  fl.  266.10.8 
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1660. 
10th  January. 

13th    ditto 
loth    ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
20th    ditto 

ditto 
.30th    ditto 

3rd  February. 

ditto 
10th  ditto 
26th    ditto 

2nd  Marcli. 
23rd  ditto 
25th  ditto 
ditto 
2~th  April. 
23rd  June. 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

16th  July. 

10th  August. 
16th    ditto 

6th  September. 

7th  October. 
20th    ditto 
25th    ditto 
29th    ditto 
25th  November. 

9th  December, 
ditto 
17th    ditto 

ditto 
ditto 


Amount  brought  forward, fl,  266.10.8 

Christiaen   Libert  V.  Iperen,  sol- 
dier,    No.  10,  16.  0.0 

Roeloflf  Swenslce,  soldier,    ....  "11,  8.0.0 

Gerrit  Specht,  soldier, "12,  16.  0.0 

Jan  Claesen  van  den  Bolch,  soldier,  "    13,  16.0.0 
Theunis  Servaes,  of  Haerlein,  coop- 
er,    "11,  28.  0.0 

...     de  Ruyter,    of   Antwerp, 

soldier, "15,  16.  0.0 

Jacob  Jansen,  soldier, "16,  16.  0.0 

Hendrick  Willemsen,  soldier,  .    .  "    17,  16.  0.0 

Hans  Oloffsen,  soldier, "18,  16.  0.0 

Cornelius  TheunLssen,  smith  in  the 

Colonic, "19,  40.  0.0 

Michael  Blickhuysen,  cadet,  ...  "    20,  20.  0.0 

Tites  Sieversen,  soldier, "21,  16.  0.0 

Hans  Ra.smullen,  soldier,    ....  "22,  18.  0.0 

Hendrick  Gerritsen,  cadet,     ...  "23,  20.  0.0 

Reynier  Spierman,  soldier,    ...  "    24,  16.  0.0 

Jan  Andriesen,  soldier, "    25,  16.  0.0 

Thomas  Bingen,  soldier,     ....  "26,  16.  0.0 

Bernard  Stodeur,  soldier,    ....  "27,  16.  0.0 

Jan  Barentsen,  soldier, "28,  16.  0.0 

Jacob  Jansen  Huys,  skipper  of  the 

galiot, "29,  135.  0.0 

Jan  Broers,  cook  of  the  galiot,  .    .  "30,  48.  0.0 
Jacob  Gerbrantsen,  seaman  of  the 

galiot, "31,  36.  0.0 

Jan  Claesen,  seaman  of  the  galiot,  "    32,  33.  0.0 

Jan  Jochemsen,  pilot  of  the  galiot,  "    33,  84.0.0 

ArentKorsen,  seaman  of  the  galiot,  "    34,  36.0.0 
Jan  Gerritsen,  seaman,  late  of  the 

ship  Pj'ins  Maurits, "35,  11.  0.0 

Claes  Antonisen,  late  soldier,   .    .  "    36,  63.  7.0 

Ditto, "37,  16,  0.0 

Martinus  van  der  Rest,  soldier,    .  "    38,  32-  0.0 

William  van  Rasenburg,  surgeon,  "    39,  15.10.0 

Michael  Evertsen,  corporal,  ...  "    40,  310.  8.0 

Theunis  Servaes,  cooper,     ....  "41,  91.  0.0 

Idem, "42,  250.  0.0 

Cornells  Theunissen,  late  smith,  .  "    43,  414.  0.0 

Jan  Costing,  late  surgeon,  ....  "44,  404.17.8 

Theunis  Servaes,  late  cooper,    .    .  "    45,  36.  0.0 
Arent  Korsen,  seaman,  late  of  the 

gaUot, "46,  323.  2.0 

Jar  Broers,  cook,  late  of  the  galiot,  "    47,  86.  9.0 

Jacob  Gerbrantsen,  seaman  of  do,  "    48,  236.13.0 

Amount  carried  forward, fl.3,270.17.0 
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1660. 
24th  December. 

27th    ditto 

ditto 

30th    ditto 

1661. 
20th  January', 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

25th  ditto 
26th    ditto 

27th    ditto 

12th  February. 
24th    ditto 
ditto 
18th    March. 

22nd  ditto 
23rd    ditto 

30th  ditto 
2nd  April. 
7th    ditto 

2nd  May. 

11th  June. 
21st  ditto 
28th    ditto 

21st  July. 
11th  Aiigust. 

ditto 
10th  October. 

22nd  ditto 

20th  December, 
ditto 
ditto 


Amount  brought  forward, fl.  3,270.17.0 

D'ne    Everardus  Welius,   clergy- 
man,   No.  49, 

Jan  Jochemsen,  pilot  of  the  galiot, 
Andnes  Andriesen,  catpenter  of  do 
Thys  Jacobsen,  boy  of  the  same,  . 


Jan  de  Ruyter,  soldier, 

Jan  Roodelier,  soldier, 

IjOuj's  Frison,  of  Iperen,  soldier, 

Reynier  Spierman,  soldier,     .    .    . 

Jacob  Jansen  Huys,  skipper  of  the 
galliot, 

William  van  Rasenberg,  surgeon, 

D'ne  Everardus  Welius,  clergy- 
man,   

Jan  Evertsen,  of  Kaicker,  Mr. 
Mason,      

Jan  Stoocker,  seaman  of  the  galiot, 

Jacob  Gerbrantsen,   seaman  of  do 

Jan  Stoocker,     .   .    .  seaman  of  do 

Evert  Pietersen,  comforter  of  the 
sick,  &c., 

Bernard  Stodeur,  soldier,    .... 

Evert  Pietersen,  comforter  of  the 
sick,  &c.,     

Idem, 

Idem, 

Jan  Barentsen  van  Deventer,  sol- 
dier,   

Arent  Evertsen,  comforter  of  the 
sick,  <fcc., 

Jan  Roodlier,  soldier, 

Martinus  van  de  Rest,  soldier,  .    . 

Abraham  van  Rynevelt,  commis- 
sarj', 

Hend :  van  Bilevelt,  cadet,  .... 

Barent  Odwael  Noorman,  seaman, 

William  van  Diem  en,  sergeant,    . 

Evert  Pietersen,  late  comforter  of 
the  sick,  &c., 

Arent  Eversen  Molenaer,  com- 
forter of  the  sick, 

Hend  :  van  Bylevelt,  cadet,  wages, 

Jan  de  Ruyter,  ditto, 

Amadis  van  der  Meylen,  drummer. 


49, 

800.  0.0 

50, 

700.  0.0 

51, 

336.  0.0 

52. 

61.  9.0 

53, 

16.  0.0 

54, 

38.  0.0 

55, 

53.18.8 

50, 

16.  0.0 

57, 

1,385.17.0 

58, 

390.  0.0 

59, 

1,713.  6.8 

60, 

1,384.10.0 

61, 

131.  8.0 

62, 

60.  0.0 

63, 

187.  0.0 

64, 

927.16.0 

65, 

16.  0.0 

66, 

66.  0.0 

67, 

142.13.0 

68, 

190.15.0 

69, 


16.  0.0 


70, 

50.  0.0 

71, 

58.14.8 

72, 

16.  0.0 

73, 

788.  2.0 

74, 

250.  0.0 

75, 

72.13.0 

76, 

200.  0.0 

77,        75.  0.0 


78, 
79, 
80, 
81, 


100.  0.0 

254.11.0 

50.  0.0 

70.  0.0 


Amount  carried  forward, fl.  13,888.10.8 
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1662.                            Amount  brought  forward, fl.  13,888.10.8 

10th  January.            Jan  de  Ruyter,  soldier, No.  82,  16.  0.0 

4th  March.               Alexander    d'Hinojo&sa,   director,  "    83,  700.  0.0 
ditto                 Jacob  Jansen  Huys,  skipper  of  the 

galiot, "84,  2,105.  1.8 

ditto                 Jan  Jochemsen,  pilot  of  the  galiot,  "    85,  542.  5.0 
ditto                 Andries  Andriesen,   carpenter  of 

the  galiot, "86,  171.  6.8 

ditto                 Tys  Jacobsen,  boy  of  tlie  galiot.   .  "    87,  69.  7.8 
7th    ditto                 Joost  Theunissen,  seaman,  late  of 

the  Prins  Maurits, "88,  11.  0.0 

17th    ditto                  Bernard  Stodeur,  soldier,    ....  "89,  16.  0.0 
20tli    ditto                 Andries  Andriesen,   carpenter  of 

the  galiot, "90,  12.  0.0 

1st  April.                  William  Rasenburgli,  surgeon,  .    .  "    91,  46.0.0 

4th    ditto                 Jan  Claesen,  seaman  of  the  galiot,  "    92,  201.12.0 

ditto                 Idem, "93,  138.10.0 

ditto                 Idem, "94,  101.10.0 

ditto                 Idem, "95,  138.10.0 

22nd  Ma5^                  Reynier  Siperman,  soldier,     ...  "    96,  390.  6.8 

28th  June.                 Hans  Bloclc,  gunner,     "97,  837.  7.0 

ditto                 Jan   Barentsen,  soldier, "98,  16.00.0 

9th  August,              William  van  Rasenburg,  surgeon,  "    99,  741,12.0 

ditto                  Barent  Stodeur,  late  soldier,  ...  "  100,  163.  3.0 

ditto                 Jan  Barentsen,        ditto           ...  "  101,  35.  7.8 

ditto                 Hans  Rasmussen,  ditto           ...  "  102,  124.15.8 

ditto                  Jacques  Gardelo  or  Payo,  soldier,  "  103,  224.19.8 

ditto                 Hend :  van  Bilevelt,  late  cadet,  .    .  "  104,  176.  1.8 

ditto                 Jan  de  Ruyter,  late  soldier,    ...  "  105,  251.10.8 

10th    ditto                 Pieter  Fergotslcy  ditto             ...  "  106,  36.  0.0 

ditto                 Idem, "  107,  140.16.8 

ditto                 Hend :  Gerritsen,  idem, "  108,  16.13.0 

ditto                 Idem, "  109,  30.  0.0 

16th    ditto                 Pieter  Pouwelsen,  soldier,  ....  "  110,  133.10.0 
ditto                 Andries  van  der    Mynen,   drum- 
mer,    "  111,  262.13.8 

ditto                 Francois  Greeyn,  late  soldier,    .    .  "  112,  220.  7.8 
11th  September.        Jan  Cornelissen,  of  Deutecom,  ca- 
det,      "  113,  100.  0.0 

ditto                 Idem, "  114,  46.  0.0 

ditto                 Idem, "  115,  30.  0.0 

18th    ditto                 Idem, "  116,  32.10.0 

ditto                 Idem, "  117,  20.  0.0 

ditto                 Idem, "  118,  60.  0.0 

5th  October.             Martin  Cleynsmit,  cadet, "  119,  250.  0.0 

ditto                 Christiaen  Libert,  soldier,   ....  "  120,  176.  1.0 
ditto                 Dirck  Jacobsen  de  Vries,  skipper 

of  the  Ihirmerlander  Kerck,    .  "121,  395.18.0 

Amount  carried  forward, fl.  23,069.  6.0 
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,,/^^^\  Amount  brought  fon^^ard, fl.23  069   5  0 

5th  October.  Otto  Philips,  soldier,  .    ...  ^o  r-       "S' n  n 

ditto  Idem  '    '     "'  V 

3rd  November.  PranJois  Grejoi;  soldier,  :.':::      I  J^^;       ^:  o;^ 


T°tal, ^ 


398.  5.8 


EMIGRANTS  TO  THE  COLONIE  ON  THE  DELAWARE 

RIVER. 

List  of  the  Colonists  and  other  free  people  who  have  entered  to  go  to 
this  city's  Colonie  in  New  Netherland. 


Joris  Herisse,  of  Leyderdorp,  with  his  boy  and  two  servants,  4 

Cornells  Aertsen,  of  Zevenhoven,  with  his  boy  and  nephew      '    '    '       I 
Jan  Liendersten,  in  the  Bent,  .     •    •   .    .    d 


Jan  Roemer,ofHazerswoude,A^-ith  his  wife  and  dauffht ^ 

(xerrit  de  Grot,  of  Ryntsterwoude,  and  boy,    .....  o 


Pieter  Adriaensen,  of  Sevenhoven,  . 

One  lad  from  Sardam, '.       ^ 

LourensdeGeus,  of  Amsterdam,     .    .   .   . | 

Joost,  the  mason,  of  Amsterdam, 

3  persons  from  Vreelandt,  .....  ] 

GerritSanderson,  of  Tuyl,  with  10  persons, 1^ 

Joost  Noorda,  wife  and  2  servants,  

Anthony  Willemsen,  of  Vreelandt,  being  a  mason ? 

ArentArentsen,  of  Oldenburg,  farm  servant,  ' J 

Lourens  CorneUssen  van  der  Wei,  '  

Jacob  Pietersen  van  Brugge,  in  AngeliersStraat,"  farm  servant,'   '.    [    [    I 
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RETURN  OF  GOODS  FOR  THE  COLONIE  ON  THE 
DELAWARE. 


List  of  Cargoes  demanded  in  the  Colonie  of  New  Amstel,  in  New  Neth- 
erland,  iut  for  the  present  about  i  part  ought  to  be  senLifhZcot 
msts  going  thither,  consisting  of  the  following  : 
500    eUs  red  duffels,  1 

150      "     blue  ditto,    I 25   stiv.,    fl.  802.10 

12    double  blankets,  e      , 

12    single  .    .  ditto,         - f    ^f'  ^^'^ 

16    ankers  of  branky," 4   ^'  ^^'^^ 

700    ells  Of  White  Osnaburghlinen,  '.  ".   ;   ;   ;   '.   ;   ;   ['I   £,.,         If^^ 

Amount  carried  forward, fl.  1  293.10 
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Amount  brought  forward, fl.  1,293.10 

700    ells  of  black  Osnaburgh  linen, 5  stiv.,  175.00 

200      "        Flemish  linen, U  stiv.,  110.00 

50    pairs  strong  shoes, 34  stiv.,  85.00 

50       "      common  shoes, 28  stiv.,  70.00 

75       "     white  Ferose  hose,   .    .  ' 12  stiv.,  45.00 

36       "      red  and  blue  hose, 25  stiv.,  45.00 

25       <'      women's  woolen  hose, 15  stiv.,  18.15 

30       "      children's  hose,  assorted, 25.00 

2    ps.  fustian,  one  white  and  one  mouse  color,  .    .  11  gl.,  22.00 

20    ells  gray  and  brown  cloth, 3  gl.,  60.00 

20      "        ditto   .    .    .  ditto,          1\  gl.,  50.00 

25      «'    blue  and  red  check, 50.00 

100    lbs.  copper  kettles, 13  stiv.,  65.00 

1|  aamofoil, 65  gl.,  97.10 

2    hogsheads  of  vinegar, 25  gl.,  50.00 

2        ditto  .    .  French  wine, 36  gl.,  72.00 

1    aam  malmsey, 65  gl.,  65.00 

7    tubs  soap, 7  gl.,  49.00 

100    lbs.  tallow  candles, 6  stiv.,  30.00 

75    lbs.  cheese,     28  gl.,  21.00 

1    quarter  hogshead  of  prunes,  600  lbs., 9  gl.,  54.00 

50    lbs.  of  long  and  round  raisins, 4  stiv.,  10.00 

30    lbs.  of  currants, 6  stiv,,  9.00 

1  lb.  mace, 6  gi.,  6.00 

1|  lb.  cloves, 4  gl.,  6.00 

2  lbs.  nutmegs,     3  gl.,  6.00 

5    lbs.  pepper, 11  stiv.,  2.15 

50    lbs.  sugar,           8  stiv.,  20.00 

fl.  2,612.10 


Jjist  of  the  farming  implements  now  required  to  be  sent  to  this  city''s 

Colonie. 

12    ploughshares,  with  coulters, 6    gl.,       fl.  72.00 

1    first  class  wheel  plough,  with  its  pulleys, 

&c., 36.00 

12    two-prong  hay  and  grain  forks, 15    stiv.,  9.00 

12    three-prong  ditto  .    .    .  ditto,         20   stiv.,  12.00 

100    iron  teeth  to  make  harrows, 6   stiv.,  30.00 

24    best  scythes, 2    gl.,  48.00 

24    good  reaping  hooks, 22    stiv.,  26.  8 

50    steeled  axes, 25   stiv.,  62.10 

24  grubbing-hooks, 16  and  24    stiv.,  24.00 

20    winnowing  fans, 16    stiv.,  16.00 

25  wheelbarrows,     3^  gl.,  87.10 

30    spades, li  gl.  37.10 


Amount  carried  forward, fl.  460.18 
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Amount  brought  forward, fl.  460.18 

30    shovels, , 1    gl.,           30.00 

30    hoes, 42    stiv.,         63.00 

20    iron  rakes, 16    stiv..         16.00 

12    hay  knives, 2>  stiv.,           1.10 

571.  8 
Iron  work  for  a  saw-mill, 450.00 


fl.  1,021.  8 


List  of  ammunition,  stores,  materials,  &c.,  now  required  to  be  sent  to 
this  city^s  Colonie  in  New  Netherland. 

800  lbs.  powder, 40  gl.,  with  expenses,    fl.  320.00 

600  lbs.  musket  and  snaphance  bullets,  13  gl., 78.00 

40  snaphance  guns,  costing, 240.00 

Worms  priming  brushes  and  flints  in  proportion,     .   .    .  7-00 

8  snaphance  moulds, 10  stiv., 4.00 

40  cartridge  boxes, 28  stiv., 56.00 


fl.  705.00 
3  iron  ladles  to  melt  lead, 3.00 


708.00 


2  tubs  tar, 9  gl.  the  ton,  .  45.00 

1  ton  pitch, 11.00 

1  ton  pitch  and  tar,  mixed,  500  lbs., 21.00 

3  kedges  for  the  sloop, 16.00 

1  pendant,  2  jacks,  and  3  vanes  for  same, 26.00 

70  ells  light  sail-cloth, 10  stiv.,  ....  35.00 

Some  small  rope,  tarred  and  untarred,  for  sloop,  .    .  125.00 

1  medicine  chest, 150.00 

6  chaldron  of  .smith's  coals, 18  gl., 108.00 

600  lbs  of  iron  plates,  i                                  „    ,  96  OO 

600  square    ditto,         \ 

60  lbs.  steel, 5  stiv 15.00 

1  pr.  millstones,  4\  feet, 6.00 

1  tub  of  middle  sized  nails, 69.00 

2  tubs  of  2-in.  nails, 130.00 

1  roll  of  sheet  lead, 25.00 

4  reams  writing  paper, 6  gl., 24.00 

1  inkpowder, 15.00 

1  tin  inkstand, 3.00 


910.00 
fl.  1,628.00 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 


RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  FOR  THE  COL- 

RIYER;  FROM 

Account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  moneifs  appropriated 
arising  from  the  heretofore  ventures  to  the  Colonic  in  New  Nether- 
for  the  redress  of  the  aforesaid  Colonic,  drawn  up  by  the  Commis- 
by  them  delivered  to  the  Bight  Worshipful  the  Burgomasters,  the 

Dii.     The  Colonic  of  New  Amatel,  planted  in  New  Netherland  by  the 
city  of  Amsterdam. 

To  the  following,  being  so  much  appropriated  by  the  Regents  of  the 
aforesaid  city  at  thi'ee  several  times,  for  the  payment  of  accrued 
interest,  earned  monthly  wages  of  the  military,  seafaring  and 
civil  servants,  and  other  outstanding  debts,  as  shown  on  the  op- 
posite side,  to  wit : 


1659. 

November  18. 


1660. 
November  25. 


December  24. 

1661. 
January    18. 


To  the  guardians  of  orphans  (weesmeesteren),  the  same 
having  been  received  from  them  for  account  of  the 
children  of  Alexander  Heynen,  pursuant  to  the  resolu- 
tion agreed  to  on  the  .  .  instant,  tl.  9,500 

To  the  same,  for  account  of  the 

heirs  of  Grietie  Luy ten,    .    .    .         2,500 

fl.  12, 000 .00 .00 

To  the  Treasurers  of  this  city  on  account 

of  Six  thousand  guilders,  accordmg  to 

resolution  adopted  on  the  IGth  instant, 

m  Coimcil, fl.  2,000 

To  the  same,  on  account  of  the 

aforesaid  fl.  6,000, 2,000 

To  the  same,  for  so  much  received 
from  them  according  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Council  dated  6th 
inst.,  the  2,000  gl.,  balance  of  the 
preceding  6,000  gl.,  being  in- 
cluded in  this  sum,  15,250 

19,250.00.00 


Amount  carried  foi-ward, fl.  31,250.00.00 
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ONIE  OF  NEW  A^SISTEL,  ON  THE  DELAWARE 
1659  TO  1662. 

both  for  the  payment  of  the  accrued  interests,  monthly  wages,  <fcc., 
land  and  its  support,  as  the  same  were  afterwards  and  specially  voted 
sioners  and  the  Director  appointed  to  superintend  said  Colonie,  and 
14'"  November,  1662. 

The  Colonie  of  New  Amstel,  planted  in  New  Netherland  by  the    Cr. 
city  of  Amsterdam. 

By  the  following,  for  payments  which  were  made  since  the  last  ac- 
count, rendered  on  the  .  .  October,  1659,  for  debts  contracted  and 
made  both  here  and  in  Ncav  Netherland,  such  as  accrued  inter- 
ests, allowances  and  wages  earned  by  the  military,  seafaring  and 
civil  servants,  and  all  according  to  the  documents,  accomits  and 
receipts  annexed,  first : 
1659. 
November  18.  By  so  much  being  deficient  on  last  account,       fl.  489 .  6 .  00 
Barent  Jochimsen,  for  dried  cod- 
fish delivered  in  New  Nether- 
laud,  according  to  assignment 

of  Director  Alrichs, No.    1,  106.  1.00 

Abraham  WUmerdoncx,for  a  bill 
of  exchange  from  New  Nether- 
land,       "     2,  560.00.00 

November  28.        Barent  Hidding,  for  anchor,  as 

per  assignment, "     3,  110.00.00 

December  4.  Hendrick  Camerling,  for  a  bill  of 
exchange  from  New  Nether- 
land,       "     4,  300.00.00 

1660. 
January        6.        Henry  Bartels,  for  provisions  de- 
livered,          "     5,  340.00.00 

February     3.       Abraham  de  Decker,  for  salary, .    "     6,        1,350.00.00 
Isaac  Ipensz,  ditto,  "     7,  400.00.00 

4.  Martin  Hegervelt,    ditto,  "     8,  150.00.00 
Peter  Ciaesen,  for  services  ren- 
dered,        '<     9,  60.00.00 

Hendrick  Pietersen,  for  services 

rendered, «'  10,  60.00.00 

Barent  Jochemsen,  for  freight  of 

goods  to  New  Netherland,  .    .     "  11,  600.00.00 

Justus  van  de  Ven,  Notary,  for 

drawing  up  testknonj',  ....     "12,  8.18.00 

5.  Jan  Banning's  widow,  for  print- 

ing notices,  "13,  12.00.00 

Amount  carried  forward, fl.  4,546.  5.00 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 


Dr.     The  Colonie  of  New  Amstel. 

To  amount  brought  from  the  other  side, fl.  31,250.00.00 


Amount 


carried  forward, ti.  31,250.00.00 
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The  Colonie  of  Hew  Amstel.  .  Cr. 
1660.                To  amount  brought  from  the  other  side,  fl.  4,546.  5.00 
February     5.  By  Hendrick Bartels,  for  provisions.  No.  14,             98.18.  8 
The  same,                for       ditto,        "  15,             20.  3.00 
Christina  Bruynings,  for  station- 
ery,         "  IG,               3.14.00 

May  20.        Hendrick  Bartels,  for  cheese  .    .     "  17,  13.17.00 

December    9.        Jochim  Bontius,  for  passage  and 
board  of  3  persons  from  New 

Netherland, "18,  130.00.00 

Jacobus  van  Nootgou,  for  passage 

of  1  soldier, "19,  36.00.00 

Gerrit  van  8\veringen,  on  account 

of  disbursements  or  wages,  .    .     "20,  400.00.00 

Elizabetli  Clasenius,  in  part  pay- 
ment of  a  note  of  2,500  gl.,  .    .     "21,  100.00.00 
1661. 
.January      21.        Abraham    de    Decker,   for   one 

year's  salary, "22,  500.00.00 

Isaac  Ipensz,  for  one  year's  sal- 
ary,         "23,  250.00.00 

Martin  Hegervelt,  for  one  year's 

salary, "24,  50.00.00 

February     3.        Hendrick  Pietersen   Meyn,   for 

expenses, "25,  6.12.00 

12.        Jan  Baptista  Lieffrinck,  for  ser- 
vices rendered,     "26,  100.00.00 

21.        Hendrick    Schaeff,    notary,    for 

drawing  up  a  charter  party,  .     "  27,  7.12.00 
March         17.        Harmen  Barentsen,  for  lead,  .    .     "  28,             13.15.00 
June            13.        Gerrit   van    Sweringen,   on    ac- 
count,         "29,            315.00.00 

July  21.        Jan  Crato,  for  traveling  expenses 

incurred, "30,  80.00.00 

Theunis  Lucassen,  skipper,  for 

passage  money, "31,  36.00.00 

September  20.        Gerrit   van    Sweringen,  on    ac- 
count,         "32,  400.00.00 

November   4.        Elizabeth  Clasenius,  in  part  pay- 
ment of  a  note  of  2,400  guilders,    "  33,  100.00.00 
1662. 
March           5.        Christina  Bruynings,  for  station- 
ery,         "34,  12.17.00 

Jan  Dircksen  Bergen,  skipper, 
for  passage  and  board  of  the 
skipper  of  the  galiotjV.  Amstel, 
and  his  crew, "35,  222.00.00 

Amount  carried  forward, fl.  7,442.13.  8 
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Dr.     The  Colonic  of  New  Amstel. 

To  amount  brought  from  the  other  side fl. 31 ,250.00.00 

To   balance,   being  excess  of  disbursements  over 

receipts, 12,696.00.00 


fl. 43, 946. 13. 00 


Thus  done  and  drawn  up  by  the  Commis-sioners  and  Directors  ap- 
New  Amstel,  in  New  Netherland,  and  by  them  rendered  to  the 
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The  Colonic  of  New  Arnstel. 


29. 


1662. 
March 


April 


November   G. 


To  amount  brought  from  the  other  side,  fl 
By  Captain  Hendrick  de  Raet,  light- 
house dues,  &c., No 

Abraham  de  Decker,  for  1  year's 

salary, '< 

Isaac  Ipensz,  for  1  year's  salary,    *' 
Martin  Hegervelt,  for    ditto,  *' 

The  freighters  of  the  ship  Pur- 
merlandskerck,  for  passage  of 
the  city's  officers  brought  from 
the  Colonie  hither,  according 
to  account  and  receipt,  ....     " 


Cr. 

ide,  fl. 

7,442.13.  8 

36, 

138.14.00 

37, 

500.00.00 

38, 

250.00.00 

39, 

50.00.00 

Interest  paid  on  moneys  borrow- 
ed since  25th  November,  1659, 
to  20th  March,  1662,  according 
to  the  list  and  annexed  receipts, 

Monthly  wages  paid  to  the  city's 
officers  who  have  returned 
home,  from  18th  November, 
1659,  to  3rd  November,  1662, 
according  to  ILst  annexed,  and 
monthly  rolls,  numbered,  .    . 


460.00.00 


fl.  8,841.  7.  8 


40,       11,707.00.00 


41.      23,398.  5.  8 
fl.  43.946.13.00 


pointed  and  intrusted  with  the  superintendence  of  the  Colonie  of 
Right  Worshipful  Burgomasters,  the  14"'  day  of  November,  A°  1662. 
(Signed),  BURGH, 

HENDRICK  ROETERS, 
JAN  TAYSPIL, 
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PAPEKS  EELATLN'G  TO  THE 


Dk.     The  Colonic  of  New  Amstel,  j^^anted  in  New  Netherland  by  the 
city  of  Amsterdam. 

To  the  following,  being  so  much  appropriated  by  the  aforesaid  city 
for  the  redress  of  the  aforesaid  Colonic,  according  to  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  on  the  9'"  May,  1661,  to  wit : 

1661. 
October         6.  To  the  Treasurers  so  much  thereof  this  day  received  on 
account  of  the  above  mentioned  vote,  .    .  fl.  6,000.00.00 
1662. 
March           3.  To  the  same,  for  what  is  received  on  ac- 
count of  the  above,    10,000.00.00 

August       15.  To  the  same,  in  full  for  the  above  vote,  .    .       8,628.00.00 


Amount  carried  forward, fl.  24,628.00,00 
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The  Colonie  of  New  Amstel,  planted  in  New  Netherland  by  the    Cr. 
city  of  Amsterdam. 

By  what  is  expended  on  account  of  the  moneys  on  the  other  side, 
last  voted  for  the  redress  of  the  aforesaid  Colonie,  as  well  for  the 
payment  of  tlie  passage  and  board  money  of  58  Colonists  and 
other  laboring  persons  who  departed  thither  on  the  27^"  November, 
1661,  and  11'"  March,  1662,  with  the  merchants'  ships  de  Purmer- 
lander  Kerke  and  Gulden  Arent,  and  in  sending,  besides  of  car- 
goes, ammunition,  farming  implements  and  other  necessaries, 
likewise  freight  and  other  disbursements  thereupon ;  all  according 
to  the  documents,  accounts  and  receipts  annexed ;  and,  first : 
1661. 
July  19.  By  Jacob  Coutey,  for  muskets  de- 

livered  according   to  account 

and  receipt, No.  42,        fl.  85.00.00 

August       26.        Gerrit  Schimmel,  for  snaphaunce 

delivered, "43,  60  00.00 

September  1.        Abraham  Volkertsen,  for  snap- 
haunce delivered,    "44,  89.15.00 

October         4.        David  Butler,  for  stockings  de- 
livered,         "45,  39.00.00 

Warnar   Poppen,   for  stockings 

delivered, "46,  76.10.00 

14.        Lysbet  Jane,  for  Flemish  linen 

delivered, "47,  95.14.00 

Isaac  Boddens,  for  fustian   de- 
livered,         "48,  22.00.00 

17.        Jan  Jansen  van  Dam,  for  musket 

ball  delivered, "49,  87.15.00 

Albert  Jansen,  farming  imple- 
ments delivered,  "50,  72.12.00 

20.        Isaac  Herling,  for  shoes  deliv- 
ered,       "51,  58.10.00 

22.        Jacob  Jansen,  for  farming  imple- 
ments delivered,  "52,  458.  1.00 

25.        HendrickIleael,for 2 mill-stones,    "  53,  82.10.00 

28.        Wyert  Beeltsnyder,  for  spikes, 

iron  and  other  materials,  ...     "54,  667.  9.  8 

The  same,   for  carpenters'   and 

other  tools, "55,  87.00.00 

Jan    Siebing,    for    duffels    and 

blankets  delivered, "56,  965.12.  8 

31 .        Isaac  Looman,  for  North  English 

cloth  delivered, "57,  145.  2.  8 

November  16.        Jolian  Moors,  for  one  clock  de- 
livered,         "58,  133.  4.00 

Amount  carried  forward, fl.  3,225.15.  8 
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Dr.     The  Colonic  of  New  Amstel. 

To  amooxnt  brought  from  the  other  side, fl.  24,628.00.00 


Amount  carried  forward, fl.  24>628.00.00 
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The  Colonie  of  New  Anistcl,  (Jr. 

1661.  By  amount  brought  from  the  other  side  .    .  fl.  3,225.15.  8 

November  23.        William  Harmensen    van  Tiel, 

for  iron  work  for  a  mill,  .    .    .  No.  59,  567.  6.00 

Abraham    Jansen    Bruyn,     for 

bread  delivered, "60,  51.11.00 

Sicx  van  der  Sande's  widow,  for 
butter  and  cheese, "61,  63.18.00 

Jan  Pietersen,  for  shoes  deliv- 
ered,       "62,  88.  8.00 

Pieter  Claessen,  for  work  done,    "  63,  16.  8.00 

Pieter  Albertsen  Kieft,for  freight 

of  a  lighter  to  Texel, "64,  36.00.00 

Abraham      Volckertsen,      gun- 
smith, for  flints,  Ac, "65,  9.  6.00 

Joost    Jonassen,    for    cartridge- 
boxes,  "66,  42.00.00 

]Michiel  de  Marco  Chertser,  sur- 
geon,          «  67,  77.  5.00 

ChrLstiaen  Struys,  for  pots,  glass- 
es, Ac,  for  the  chest, "68,  8.10.00 

Marritge  Gerrits,  for  old  cloth  for 
che.st, "69,  18.12.00 

Jan  Jacobsen,  cabinet-maker,  for 

surgeon's  chest, "70,  12.00.00 

Jacob  van  Belcamp,  druggist,  for 
for  drugs, "71,  25.  1.  8 

Adam    Dortmans,    brewer,    for 
beer  delivered, "72,  25.  4.00 

Christina  Bruynings,  for  station- 
ery,     "73,  78.  1.  8 

Guilliam  Beeltsnyder,  for  medi- 
caments,       "74^  62.  9.00 

Harmeu  Goyer,  for  tallow  can- 
dles delivered,  "75,  35.  4  00 

Philip  Steen,  oil  and  spices,   .    .      "  76,  216.  1.00 

25.        Abraham  Francx  and  Companj', 

rope, "77,  59.15.00 

29.        Gerrit  Witpaert,  flags,  pendants, 

*c., "78,  72.15.00 

December  12.        Pieter  Bilder,  wine  delivered,  .  "79,  77  14.00 

15.  The  same,  for  ditto,  additional,  "  80,  35.00.00 

16.  Jacob  vander  Keeren  and  Wil- 

liam Schreyville,  for  brandy,    "  81,  187.10.00 

23.  Joost  Adriaensen  Knevelaar,  for 

expenses, "82,  10.00.00 

24.  Pieter  de  Keyser.  for  beads  (hals- 

steenen), "83,  7.  4.00 

Amount  carried  forward, fl.  5  128  18    8 

2&-V0L.  V.  ,      ■     • 
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Dr.     The  Colonic  of  New  Amstcl. 

To  amount  brought  from  the  other  side, tl.  24,628.00.00 


fl.  24,628.00.00 
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The  Colonie  of  Neio  Amstel,  Or. 

1662.  By  amount  brought  from  the  other  side,  .    .  fl.  5,128.18.  8 

January       4.        Adriaen  de  Bout,  for  winnowing 

fans  delivered, No.  84,  38.00.00 

March           3.        Jacob  Luyfigens,  for  seeds  deliv- 
ered,   "85,  17.00.00 

Dirck  Aertsen,  of  Oocklaen,  for 
seeds  delivered, "86,  37.18.00 

5.  Arent  Jansen  Moesman,  for  vic- 

tualing the  passengers,  ....     "87,        1,898.00.00 
22.        Gerrit  Kop,  for  pitch  and  tar  de- 
livered,          "88,  54.18.  8 

28.        Erasmus  Forckenbeek's  widow, 

for  linen, "89,  242.  7.  8 

Burgomaster  Hendrick  Dircxsen 

Spiegel,  for  soap, "90,  52.10.00 

April             4.        Directors  of  the  West  India  Com- 
pany, for  duties, "91,  202.  5.00 

Abraham  Claesen  Lesenter,  for 
wine  and  vinegar "92,  133.  5.00 

6.  Hendrick  Meyndertsen,  cooper, 

for  casks  delivered, "93,  16.00.00 

May  16.        Pieter  Claessen  Deucht,  skipper, 

for  passage  of  13 souls,  .    ..."  94,  445.00.00 

August  8.        Jacob  Fevtama,  for  inkpowder 

delivered, "95,  9.  4.00 

September  29.        Abraliam    Pietersen     Kroock's 

widow,  for  powder, "96,  307.10.00 

November   6.        The  freighters  of  the  ship  Pur- 

merlands  Kerch,  for  freight  of 

goods  to  New  Netherland,  .    .     "  97,        1,068.00.00 

8.  Isaac  Ipensz,  for  disbursements,    "  98,  100.13.00 

9.  Skipper  of  the  ship  Gulden  Ar- 

ent, for  freight  of  goods  to  New 

Netherland, "99,  175.00.00 

Deficit  in  the  old  account,  which, 

for  want  of  other  means,  must 

be  paid  from  this  money, which 

shall  be  reimbursed  when  the 

resolution  of  the  Worsh.  Coun- 
cil   appropriating    the   above 

sums  shall  be  carried  out  and 

fulfilled, 12,696.13.00 

Balance  on  hand, 2  024  17    8 

fl.  24,628.00.00 
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Thus  done  and  drawn  up  by  tlie  Commissioners  and  Directors  ap- 
pointed and  intrusted -with  the  superintendence  of  the  Colonie  of 
New  Amstel,  in  New  Netherland,  and  by  them  rendered  to  the 
Riglit  Worshipful  Burgomasters,  tlie  1-4"'  day  of  November,  A° 
1662. 

(Signed),  BURGH, 

HENDRICK  ROETERS, 
JAN  TxVYSPIL. 

We,  the  undersigned  auditors,  have,  by  order  of  tlie  Right  Wor- 
shipful Burgomasters,  examined  tlie  above  accounts  and  compared 
the  same  with  the  vouchers  annexed,  and  found  them  to  agree. 
Dated  this  12"^  day  of  December.  1663,  in  Amsterdam. 
(Signed),  NICOLAES  OPMEER. 

NICOLAES  R.  VAN  CAPELLE, 
PIETER  RAAP. 


ORDER  APPOINTING  A  COMMITTEE  FOR 
PLANTATION  AFFAIRS. 


At  the  Court  at  Whitehall  the  4"'  July  1660. 
Presext— The  Kings  most  Excellent  Ma""^ 

His  Royall  Highness  His  Royal  Highness 

y  Duke  of  York.  y*"  Duke  of  Gloucester 

Lord  Chancellor  Lord  Steward 

Lord  Generall  Moncke  Lord  Great  Chamberlin 

Lord  Chamberlaine  Earle  of  Leicester 

Earle  of  Southampton  Lord  Yisc'  Saye  &  Seale 

Earle  of  Berks  Lord  Roberts 

Lord  Wentworth  Lord  Gen"  Mountague 

Lord  Seymour  M'  Sec'  Nicholas 

M-^  Denzill  Holies  M-"  Arthur  Annesley 

M"^  Sec^  Morris  S""  Anthony  Ashley  C'ooper 

Comittee  appointed  for  Plantation  affairs. 

Upon  a  petition  presented  to  his  Ma"*^  by  divers  merchants  and 
others  interested  in,  and  tradinge  to  the  English  Plantations  in 
America  expressinge  the  good  behaviour  and  great  meritt  of  Coll. 
James  Russell,  ( late  Gov  of  the  Island  of  Nevis  in  the  West  Indies  ) 
and  humbly  beseechinge  his  Ma'""  to  grant  his  comission  for  con- 
tynuance  of  him  the  said  Coll.  Russell  in  the  Government  of  the 
said  Island,  His  Ma*'-^^  this  day  sittinge  in  Councill  hath  appointed 
the  Lord  Chamberlin,  the  Earle  of  Southampton,  the  Earle  of  Lei- 
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cester.tlie  Lord  Viscount  Save  and  Seale,  the  Lord  Roberts,  M'  Den- 
zill  Holies,  M"^  Secretary  Nicholas,  M''  Secretary  Mor ice,  M"'  Arthur 
Annesley,  &  Sir  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper  or  any  three  oj-more  of 
them  to  meet  and  sitt  as  a  Comittee  every  Mimday  i:  Thursday 
at  three  of  the  Clocke  in  the  afternooue,  to  receive,  hear,  examine 
and  deliberate  upon  any  petitions,  propositions,  Memorialls  or  other 
addresses  which  shall  be  presented  or  brought  in  by  any  ]ierson  or 
persons  concerning  tlie  Plantations  as  well  in  the  Continent  as 
Islands  of  America :  And  from  tyme  to  tyme  make  tlieir  Report 
to  this  Board  of  their  Proceedings. 


PATENT    OF    KING    CHARLES    II.    CON.STITUTING 
COUNCIL  FOR  TRADE. 


Charles  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  England  Scotland 
France  and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c.  Whereas  by 
the  good  providence  of  God  wee  and  our  kingdomes  are  restored  to 
peace  and  settlement  after  the  unhappy  revolutions  of  many  yeares, 
wherein  the  greatest  concernment  of  our  Crowne  and  of  our  good 
people  have  many  wayes  suffered,  and  whereby  evills  and  inconve- 
niences have  growne  ui)p,  especially  in  matters  of  trade  manufactures 
and  navigation,  in  wh'^"  these  kingdomes  have  been  famous  in  all 
ages;  Wee  have  taken  into  our  princely  consideracon  the  present 
state  of  affayres  in  relacon  to  the  trade  and  comerce  of  our  owne 
kingdomes  aswell  as  of  other  Nations  &  Governments,  well  weigh- 
ing how  considerable  a  part  of  our  Crowne  and  Government  doth 
arise  from  forraigne  &  domestick  trade,  and  that  they  are  the  cheife 
imployment  and  maintenance  of  our  people ;  Nature  by  a  happie 
scituation  and  by  a  bountifull  accomadocn  of  ports  and  other  ex- 
traordinary assistances  having  easily  given  us  many  eminent 
advantages  above  other  nations.  \\  ee  therefore  resolve  upon  most 
mature  deliberation  by  all  wayes  possible  to  restore  &  advance  the 
honour  and  interests  of  our  severall  dominions  and  to  give  the 
utmost  encouragement  and  meanes  to  the  Industrie  invencon  and 
adventure  of  our  lovinge  subjectes,  and  to  those  good  ends  and 
purposes  wee  shall  not  only  bend  our  earnest  affections  and  consul- 
tations in  our  owne  royall  person,  wee  havinge  had  many  extraordi- 
nary opertunities  to  informe  ourselfe  in  matters  of  this  nature,  but 
shall  very  effectually  recomend  them  to  our  Privie  Councell  and  all 
our  Ministers  of  State,  that  in  all  treaties  and  leagues  with  forraigne 
Princes  and  allies  the  securitie  k  prosperitie  of  trade  A:  comerce 
shall  be  tenderly  considered  and  provided  for.  And  because  every 
mistery  or  difficultye  may  bee  the  more  easily  discerned  and  en- 
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countered,  and  that  every  interest  may  bee  rifjhted ,  wee  have  thought 
fitt  to  erect  and  establish  a  Counsell  of  Trade  consisting  of  the 
persons  liereafter  named,  who  being  diversely  (lualified  and  fitted 
thereunto,  will  wee  doubt  not  consult  and  propose  such  things  as 
may  tend  to  the  rectifying  those  errors  which  the  corruption  of 
late  tymes  have  introduced.  It  is  therefore  our  will  and  pleas- 
ure and  wee  doe  hereby  of  our  especiall  grace  certyne  knowledge 
and  mere  motion,  authorize  appoint  constitute  and  ordayne  our 
riglit  trustie  and  riglit  welbeloved  Couiicellor  Edward  Lord  Hide 
Lord  Cliancellor  of  England,  our  right  trustie  and  right  welbeloved 
Cousin  and  Councellor  Thomas  Earle  of  Southampton  Lord  Treas- 
urer of  England,  our  right  trustie  and  intirely  beloved  Cousin  and 
Counsellor  George  Duke  of  Albemarle,  oui  right  trustie  and  wel- 
beloved Cousin  and  Councellor  Edward  Earle  of  Manchester  Cham- 
berlayne  of  our  Ilowshold,  our  right  trustie  and  right  welbeloved 
Cousins  Philipp  Earle  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  James  Earle 
of  Marlborough,  Jerome  Earle  of  Portland,  George  Earle  of  Nor- 
wich and  Edward  Earle  of  Sandwich,  our  right  trustie  and  wel- 
beloved Councellor  John  Lord  Roberts,  our  right  trustie  and  wel- 
beloved William  Lord  Vise'  Brounker,  Francis  Lord  Willoughbie 
of  Parham,  Jolm  Lord  Culpeper,  John  Lord  Berkley  of  Stniyton, 
our  right  trustie  and  welbeloved  Councellors  Uenzill  Hollis  Esq"^ 
Sir  George  Carterett  our  Vice  Chamberlayne  Sir  Edward  Nicholas 
and  S""  William  Morris  Kn'%  our  i)rincipall  Secretaries  of  State, 
Arthur  Annesley  Esq''  Sir  Anthony  Asheley  Cooper  Kn^  &  Baronett, 
our  trustie  and  welbeloved  William  Coventrey  Esq'',  our  trustie 
and  welbeloved  Sir  Ralph  Freeman  Kn'  one  of  the  Masters  of  our 
Requests,  S'"  Sackville  Crow  Kn'  &  Baronett.  S"^  Robert  Abdie  Kn*' 
&  Baronett,  S''  Charles  Harbord  Kn'  our  Surveyor  Generall,  Sir 
John  Wolstenholme  Kn',  Daniell  Oneale  Ksq""  Sir  Thomas  Ingram, 
S""  Nicholas  Crispe,  S""  William  Thomson,  S'^  Richard  Ford.  S' 
Thomas  Chamberlayne,  S''  Andrew  Richaut,  S''  George  Downeinge, 
Sir  John  Shawe,  Sir  Joseph  Ash,  S''  James  Draix,  Knights,  Henry 
Hide,  Edward  Waller,  Thomas  Povey  and  Henry  Slingesbie  Esq""*, 
and  our  trustie  and  welbeloved  William  Bounkley,  Edward  Diggs, 
Martin  Noell,  William  Allen,  Arthur  Ingram,  Christopher  Boone, 
Robert  Richbell,  Richard  Ciiiverton,  Richard  Kinge,  William  Wil- 
liams, Geoi-ge  Toriano,  William  Fisher,  John  Parker,  Thomas  Tite, 
John  Jollift'e,  William  Walker,  bamuel  Mico,  Thomas  Kendall, 
John  Colleton,  Giles  Lidcott  and  John  Lewis,  marchants,  to  bee  a 
standing  Councell  of  Trade,  to  take  into  their  consideracon  the 
Trade  A:  Navigcon  of  this  kingdome,  and  what  manner  and  by  what 
ways  and  meanes  the  same  may  bee  encouraged  regulated  i  im- 
proved, and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  receave  and  prosecute 
all  such  i)ropositions  and  overture  for  the  regulacon  and  benefitt  of 
Trade  and  Navigacon  as  shalbe  otfered  to  them  by  any  other  person 
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or  persons,  and  to  view  all  such  books  records  or  otlier  writings  of 
publique  use  as  they  shall  hold  necessary  for  their  better  informa- 
tion and  to  send  for  any  person  or  persons  whom  they  shall  think  to 
bee  of  experience  and  abilitye  or  otherwise  capable  to  bee  advised 
with  in  anything  that  tends  to  the  prosecution  of  this  our  Comis- 
sion.  And  Avee  hereby  require  all  officers  and  ministers  whatso- 
ever or  any  other  of  our  lovinge  subjects  who  shalbee  desired  or 
shall  receave  any  order  or  other  summons  from  the  said  Councell  of 
Trade,  soe  constituted  by  us,  to  advise  or  otherwise  informe  or  as- 
sist the  sayd  Councell  for  the  better  understandinge  and  discovery 
of  the  matters  comitted  to  their  care,  enquirie,  and  prudence,  tliat 
every  such  person  or  persons  doe  yield  a  ready  conformitie  there- 
unto as  they  tender  our  displeasure  for  their  disobedience  unto  us 
and  the  authoritie  derived  from  us.  Axd  wlien  the  said  Councell 
shall  have  drawn  their  consultacons  and  debates  into  any  resolution 
or  proposition  wh-^"  they  shall  judge  to  l)e  for  the  regulacon  and  ad- 
vancement of  trade  manufactures  navigacon  or  any  other  publique 
good  relateing  thereunto,  they  may  and  are  hereby  directed  and  re- 
quired to  p-^sent  and  certifie  the  same  their  opinion  and  advice  to 
us  for  our  futher  consideracon  and  determinacon.  And  because 
soe  good  and  laudable  service  may  the  more  effectually  be  carried 
on,  Wee  doe  hereby  authorize  our  said  Comm''»  to  nominate  and 
appoint  such  a  Secretary,  Clarks,  Messengersor  other  usefull  attend- 
ants and  to  pay  unto  every  such  person  as  they  the  sayd  Councell 
shall  assigne  thereunto  out  of  our  Exchequer  Ijy  warrant  from  our 
High  Treasurer  for  the  time  beinge,  such  reasonable  sallaries  or 
allowances  as  to  tliem  shall  seeme  meet  and  expedient.  Pkovided 
that  all  sucli  payments  or  incident  charges  relateing  to  the  sayd 
Councell  or  the  service  thereof,  shall  not  in  the  whole  exceed  tiie 
summe  of  one  thousand  pounds  yearely.  And  wee  doe  hereby 
further  require  the  sayd  Commissioners  to  meet  and  sitt  at  Mercer's 
Hall  in  our  Cittie  of  London  on  Thursday  the  eighth  day  of  this 
instant  November,  and  Avee  doe  give  tliem  power  to  adjourne  to  any 
other  place  that  shall  to  them  appeare  to  be  more  convenient.  And 
wee  doe  lastly  appoint  and  ordain  tluit  tlie  persons  above  named  or 
any  seaven  of  them  shalbe  a  sufficient  quorum  to  all  the  intents  and 
purposes  of  this  our  comission  and  the  instruccons  therein  con- 
teyned,  or  wh-^'^  are  annexed  thereunto,  or  any  further  instruccons 
Av^"^  shall  from  tyme  to  tyme  be  given  to  them  by  us.  In  Witness 
whereof  wee  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be  made  patents ; 
Witness  Our  self  att  Westminister  the  seaventh  day  of  November 
in  the  Twelvth  yeare  of  our  raigne. 

P"^  ipsum  Regem, 
[1660.]  BARKEll. 
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HIS  MAJESTY'S  COMMISSION  FOR  A  COUNCIL  FOR 
FOREIGN  PLANTATIONS. 


Charles  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  England  Scotland 
France  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c.  To  our  right 
trusty  and  right  welbeloved  Councellour  Edward  Lord  Hyde  our 
Chancello'' of  England,  and  to  our  right  trusty  and  right  welbeloved 
Cozens  and  Counsello'''  Thomas  Earle  of  Soutliampton  our  High 
Treasurer  of  England  and  Edward  Earle  of  Manchester  our  Cham- 
berlain of  our  Howsehold,  and  to  our  light  trutie  &  right  welbe- 
loved Cousins  Theophilus  Earle  of  Lincoln,  John  Earle  of  Clare, 
James  Earle  Marlborough  and  Jerom  Earle  of  Portland,  and  to  our 
right  trustie  and  welbeloved  William  Viscount  Say  and  Scale, 
Francis  Lord  Bacre,  Thomas  Lord  Windsor,  Francis  Lord  Wil- 
loughby  of  Parham,  John  Lord  Roberts  and  John  Lord  Berkely  ; 
and  to  our  right  trusty  and  welbeloved  Councello"  S""  George  Car- 
teret Kn'  our  Vice  Cliamberlaine  of  our  Howsehold,  Denzill  Hollis 
Esq.  S""  Edward  Nicholas  and  S'  William  Morris.  Knights,  our 
Principall  Secretaries  of  State,  Arthur  Annesley  Esquire  and  S"" 
Anthony  Ashley  Cooper  Knight ;  and  to  our  trusty  and  welbeloved 
Robert  Boyle  Esquire,  William  Coventry  Esquire.  S"^  William 
Berkeley  Knight,  S'  Peter  Leere  K'  and  Baronett,Sir  John  Mennes 
Kn'  Sir  Nicholas  Crispe  Kn'  S"^  Andrew  Riccard  Kn'  Sir  James  Drax 
Knight,  S'  John  Shaw  Kn'  Daniel  O'Neille  Esquire  Jolin  Denham 
Esquire,  Edward  Waller  Esquire,  Edward  Vernon  Esq.  Robert 
Venables  Esquire,  Charles  Pym  Esquire,  Thomas  Povey  Esq.  John 
Limberey  Merchant,  Edw^  Diggs  Merchant  John  Colliton  Mer- 
cliant,  Edward  Waldrond  Esquire,  Martin  Noell  Esquire,  William 
Williams  merch'  Thomas  Kendall  merchant  John  Lewis  merchant, 
Thomas  Middleton  merch'  John  Jefferyes  merchant.  William  Gas- 
cock  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  Chancery,  William  Watts  merchant 
and  Alexander  Howe  merchant.  Greeting  :— Having  taken  into  our 
princely  consideracon  and  provided  for  the  generall  state  and  con- 
dicon  of  the  Trade  Navigation  and  Forraigne  commerce  of  our 
severivU  kingdomes  and  dominions,  Wee  are  not  without  a  perticu- 
ler  eye  and  regard  to  the  many  Colonies  and  Forraigne  Plantacons 
which  have  beene  setled  and  carried  on  by  the  Comissions  and 
encouragements  of  our  Royall  predecessors  :  Wee  have  thought  fitt 
therefore  to  drawe  those  our  distant  dominions  and  tlie  severall  in- 
terests and  governments  thereof  into  a  nearer  prospect  and  con- 
sultacon,  haveing  to  our  abundant  satisfaccon  observed  that  the 
Industrie  and  adventures  of  our  good  subjects  w">  the  supplies  and 
assistances  W"  have  beene  drawne  from  hence,  have  verie  much 
enlarged  the  power  growth  and  improvementes  thereof,  they  being 
now  become  a  greate  and  numerous  people  whose  plentifuU  trade 


COLONIES  ON  THE  DELAWARE.  441 

and  cmerce  verie  much  imployes  and  increaseth  the  navigacon 
and  expends  the  manufactures  of  our  otlier  dominions  and  exchanges 
them  for  coniodities  of  necessary  use,  and  bring  a  good  accesse  of 
treasure  to  our  Exclieq"'  for  customs  and  other  duties.     In  considera- 
con  whereof  and  for  divers  other  causes  us  thereunto  moving ;  Wee 
have  judged  it  meete  and  necessary  that  soe  many  remote  Colonies 
and  Governments,  soe  many  wayes  considerable  to  our  crowne  and 
digiiitie  and  to  w"^  wee  doe  beare  soe  good  an  esteeme  and  affection, 
should  now  no  longer  remaine  in  a  loose  and  scattered  but  should 
be  collected  and  brought  under  sucli  an  uniforme  inspeccon  and 
conduct  that  Wee  may  the  better  apply  our  royall  councells  to  their 
future  regulacon  securitie  and  improvem'.    And  that  as  many  as 
are  concerned  in  Forraigjie  Plantacons  mny  comfortably  procede  in 
their  affaires  relating  thereunto  and  know  whence  to  expect  and 
receive  direccon  countenance  and  encouragem'.    AVee  therefore 
out  of  our  tendernesse  and  care  to  our  said  Forraigne  Plantacons 
and  of  our  certaine  knowledge,  especiall  grace,  and  mere  mocon, 
doe  by  thisourComission  under  our  Greate  Seale  appoint  constitute 
and  ordaine  you  to  be  a  Standing  Councill,  hereby  giveing  and 
granting  unto  you  or  any  five  or  more  of  you  full  powder  and  author- 
itie  to  take  into  yo'  consideracon  care  and  conduct  the  present  and 
future  state  and  condicon  of  our  severall  Forraigne  Plantacons, and 
to  consult  and  i)rocede  therein  according  to  the  powers  conteined  in 
this  our  comission  and  such  other  Instruccons  as  are  hereunto  an- 
nexed, or  according  to  any  furtlier  instruccons  Avhich  you  sliallfrom 
time  to  time  receive  from  us.    And  you  are  hereby  further  required 
and  impowered  to  receive  and  prosecute  all  such  proposicons  and 
overtures  as  shalbfi  offered  unto  you  by  any  other  persons  and  as  you 
shall  judge  to  be  for  the  benefitt  or  improvem'  of  any  of  our  said 
Forraine  Plantacons.    And  to  view  and  to  make  use  of  all  such 
books  records  or  other  writings  of  publique  concernment,  without 
any  fee  or  reward,  as  you  shall  hold  necessary  for  yo"^  better  infor- 
macon  herein.    And  to  send  for  any  person  or  persons  whome  you 
shall  thiuke  to  be  of  experience  and  abilitie  or  otherwise  fitt  to  be 
advised  with  any  thing  that  tends  to  the  prosecucon  of  this  our 
comission  and  Instruccons.    And  wee  doe  hereby  require  all  and 
everie  o''  Governo'"  or  any  other  person  or  persons  that  by  vertue  of 
any  comission  or  graunt  from  us  or  any  of  our  royall  predecesso" 
doth  doe  or  shall  exercise  any  power  jurisdiccon  or  authority  upon 
any  of  our  said  Forraine  Plantacons,  and  all  and  every  our  officers 
and  ministers  wha' soever  and  all  merchants  planters  masters  of 
shipps  mariners  and  all  other  our  loveing  subjects  who  shall  receive 
any  summons  order  or  other  direccon  or  appointm'  from  the  said 
Councill  of  Forraigne  Plantacons  soe  constituted  by  us  w'''  shalbe 
in  prosecucon  of  this  our  comission  and  instruccons,  that  they  doe 
forthwith  yeild  a  ready  conformity  thereunto,  as  they  tender  our 
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displeasure  for  tMeir  disobedience  to  us  and  to  tlie  autlioritie  derived 
from  Us.  And  because  soe  i)ublique  and  necessary  a  service  may 
tlie  more  effectually  be  carried  on  "Wee  doe  hereby  further  authorize 
and  impower  you  tlie  said  Councill  of  Forraigne  Plantacons  to  ap- 
point such  Clerkes  messengers  or  other  useful  attendants  and  to  pay 
unto  evrie  sucli  jierson  such  reasonal)le  salaries  or  allowances  as  to 
you  shall  seeme  meete  or  convenient  w''  said  salaries  and  all  otlier 
contingent  charges  relateing  to  the  said  Councill  or  tlie  service 
thereof  AYee  doe  hereby  order  and  reciuii  e  shall  bee  payd  unto  such 
person  as  they  the  said  Councill  shall  assigne  thereunto,  out  of  our 
Exchequer  by  warrant  from  our  High  Treasurer  for  the  time  being. 
Provided  that  such  payments  shall  not  exceede  in  the  whole,  the 
summe  of  three  hundred  i^ounds  yeaiely.  And  we  doe  hereby  fur- 
ther appoint  and  require  you  the  said  Councill  of  Forraigne  Plan- 
tacons to  meete  and  sitt  at  the  Star  Chamber  at  Westminster  on 
Monday  the  tenth  of  this  instant  December.  And  wee  doe  hereby 
give  you  i)Ower  to  adjourne  to  any  other  place  tliat  to  you  shall  ap- 
peare  to  bee  more  convenient.  In  "Witness  whereof  wee  have 
caused  these  our  Letters  to  be  made  Patents  and  to  have  con- 
tinuance dureing  our  pleasure.  Witness  our  selfe  at  Westminster 
the  first  day  of  December  in  the  twelfth  yeare  of  our  Raigne. 
P'  ipsum  Regem 

BARKER. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  THE  COUNCILL  APPOINTED  FOR 
FORRAIGNE  PLANTACONS  1  DEC.  1660. 


1. — You  shall  informe  yourselves  by  the  best  waves  and  meanes 
you  can  of  the  state  and  condicon  of  all  Forraigne  Plantacons,  and 
by  what  comissions  or  authorities  they  are  and  have  bene  governed 
and  disposed  of :  and  are  to  i)rocure  either  from  such  i)ersons  as 
have  any  graunts  thereof  from  the  ( 'rown,  or  from  the  records  them- 
selves, the  copiesof  all  such  comissions  or  graunts,  to  be  transcribed 
and  registered  in  a  booke  ])rovided  for  that  purpose,  that  you  may 
be  the  better  able  to  understand  judge  and  administer  such  affaires, 
as  by  yo'  comission  and  instruccons  are  intrusted  to  yo""  care  and 
managem'. 

2. — You  shall  forthwith  write  letters  to  evrie  of  our  Governo"  for 
the  time  being  of  all  our  English  Plantacons  and  to  evrie  such  per- 
son or  pei"sons  who  by  any  Letters  Pattents  from  us  or  any  of  our 
])redecesso''^  doe  claime  or  exercise  a  right  of  governem'  in  any  of 
the  said  plantacons ;  in  w'^''  Ires  you  are  to  informe  them  of  our 
gratious  care  and  provision  in  their  behalfe  both  in  erecting  a  gen- 
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'till  Councill  of  Trade  wherein  their  concernm''  are  mingled  and 
provided  for  with  the  rest  of  our  dominions  and  especially  of  this 
pticular  Councell  w^"  is  applyed  only  to  the  inspeccon  care  and  con- 
duct of  Forraigne  Plantacons. 

3.— You  are  in  the  said  letters  to  require  the  said  Governo^^  and 
persons  abovemeconed,  to  send  unto  you  in  writeing  w'"  the  advice 
of  the  Councell  of  evrie  of  the  said  plantacons  resi)ectively,perticuler 
and  exact  accompt  of  the  state  of  their  affaires  ;  of  tlie  nature  and 
constitucoii  of  tlieir  laAves  and  governm'  and  in  what  modell  and 
frame  they  move  and  are  disposed;  what  numbers  of  men;  what 
fortifications  and  other  strengths  and  defences  are  upon  tlie  place, 
and  how  furnished  and  provided  for. 

4.— You  are  to  order  and  settle  such  a  contlnuall  correspondencie 
that  you  may  be  able,  as  often  as  you  are  required  thereunto,  to  give 
up  to  us  an  accompt  of  the  Governm'  of  each  Colonie;  of  their  com- 
planits,  their  wants, their  abundance;  of  their  severall  growtlis  and 
comodities  of  every  sliipp  tradeing  there  and  its  ladeing  and  whither 
consigned  and  what  the  proceeds  of  that  place  have  beene  in  the 
late  yeares;  that  thereby  the  intrinsick  value  and  the  true  condicon 
of  each  part  &  of  the  whole  may  be  thorougldy  understood ;  whereby 
a  more  steady  judgem'  and  ballance  may  be  made  for  the  better  or- 
dering and  disposing  of  trade  &  of  tiie  proceede  and  improvem"  of 
the  Plantacons ;  that  soe  each  place  within  it  selfe,  and  all  of  them 
being  collected  into  one  vie  we  and  uianagem^  liere.  may  be  regulated 
and  ordered  upon  common  and  equall  ground  &  principles.  "  ' 

5.— You  are  to  applie  your  selves  to  all  prudentiall  meanes  for  the 
rendering  those  dominions  usefull  to  England,  and  England  lielp- 
fiill  to  them,  and  tor  tiie  bringing  the  severall  Colonies  and  Plan- 
tacons, within  themselves,  into  a  more  certaine  civill  and  uniforme 
of  governem'  and  for  the  better  ordering  and  distributeing  of  pub- 
lique  justice  among  them. 

G.— Your  are  to  enquire  diligently  into  the  severall  govemm'^  and 
Councells  of  Colonies  Plantacons  and  distant  Dominions,  beloiiTincr 
to  other  Princes  or  States,  and  to  examine  by  what  conduct  "and 
polhcies  they  governe  or  benefit  them  ;  and  you  are  to  consult  aud 
provide  that  if  such  councells  be  good  wholsome  and  practicable 
they  may  be  applied  to  the  use  of  our  Plantacons ;  or  if  they  tend 
or  were  designed  to  the  prejudice  or  disadvantage  thereof  or  of  any 
of  our  subjects  or  of  trade  or  comerce,  how  then  they  may  be  bal- 
lanced  or  turned  back  upon  them. 

7.— You  are  to  call  to  yo-  assistance  from  time  to  time  as  often  as 
the  matter  in  consideracon  shall  require  anv  well  experienced  per- 
sons, whether  merchants,  ])lanters,  seamen,  artificers,  &c. 

S.— You  are  to  take  especiall  care  and  enquire  into  the  strict  exe- 
cucon  of  the  late  Act  of  Parliament  entituled  An  Act  for  the  en- 
couragem'  &  increasing  of  Shipping  and  Navigacon,  that  asmuch  as 
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ill  you  lyes  none  of  those  sood  ends  and  purposes  may  be  disap- 
pointed for  w"^  the  said  x\ct  was  intended  and  designed. 

9. — You  are  to  take  intoyo"^  consideracon  how  our  severall  Planta- 
cons  may  be  best  supplied  with  servants,  that  neither  our  Collonies, 
especially  such  as  are  imediately  under  our  c6inissioi:s,  may  be  un- 
provided in  so  essentiall  an  assistance,  nor  any  of  our  good  subjects 
may  be  forced  or  inticed  away  by  any  unlawful  or  indirect  way ; 
and  that  such  as  are  willing  to  be  transported  thither  to  seeke  better 
fortunes  than  tliey  can  nieete  with  at  home,  may  be  encouraged 
thereunto :  and  how  such  a  course  may  be  legally  settled  for  the  fu- 
ture that  vagrantes  and  others  who  remaine  here  noxious  and  mi- 
profitable,  may  be  soe  transplanted  to  the  generall  advantage  of  the 
publique  aswell  as  the  particuler  commoditie  of  our  Forraine  Pan- 
tacons. 

10. — You  are  most  especially  to  take  an  effectuall  care  of  the  pro- 
pogacon  of  the  Gospell  in  the  severall  Forraine  Plantacons,  by  pro- 
videing  that  there  be  good  encouragemen'  settled  for  the  invitacon 
and  maintenance  of  lerned  and  orthodox  ministers,  and  by  sending 
strict  orders  and  injunccons  for  the  regulating  and  reforming  the 
debaucheries  of  planters  and  servants,  whose  ill  example  doth  bring 
scandall  upon  Christianitie,  and  deterr  such  as  yet  are  not  admitted 
tliereunto,  from  affecting  or  esteeming  it.  And  you  are  to  consider 
how  such  of  the  Natives  or  such  as  are  purchased  l)y  you  from  other 
parts  to  be  servants  or  slaves  may  be  best  invited  to  the  Christian 
Faith. and  be  made  capable  of  being  baptized  thereunto:  it  being  to 
the  bono""  of  our  Crowne  and  of  the  Protestant  Religion  that  all 
persons  in  any  of  our  Dominions  sliould  be  taught  the  knowledge  of 
God,  andbe  made  acquainted  with  the  misteries  of  Salvation. 

11.— You  are  lastly  required  and  impowered  to  advise  order  settle 
and  dispose  of  all  matters  relating  to  the  good  governm'  improve- 
ment and  management  of  our  Forraine  Plantacons  or  any  of  them, 
with  your  utmo.st  skill  direccon  and  prudence.  And  in  all  cases 
wherein  you  shall  judge  that  further  powers  and  assistants  shall  be 
necessary,  you  are  to  addresse  your  selves  to  us  [or]  our  Privy  Coun- 
cill  for  our  further  pleasure  resolucon  and  direccon s  therein. 
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ORDERS  AXD  PROCEEDINGS  AT  HIS  MA"  COUNSELL 
J'OR  FORRAIGNE  PI.ANTACONS. 


The  Star  Chamber,  Westmmster 
Die  Lunse  X"""  die  Decembris  Anno  Regni  Dni 
Regis  nunc  Caroli  Secundi,  duodecimo. 
Many  of  the  said  Counsell  viz'  Jerom  Earle  of  Portland  Lord 
President  (pro  tempore),  Tlieophilus  Earle  of  Lincolne,  James 
Earle  of  Marleborough,  "William  Viscount  Say  and  Seale,  Francis 
Lord  Dacre,  Francis  Lord  Willougliby  of  Parham,  Jolin  Lord  Rob- 
erts, John  Lord  Berkely,  Denzill  Ilollis  Esq.  Robert  Boyle  Esq. 
William  Willoughby  Esq.  Sir  John  Mennes  K°'  S"^  Nicholas  Crispe 
Kn'  Sir  James  Drax  K"'  Daniel  O'Neile  Esq.  John  Denham  Esq. 
Edward  Waller  Esq.  Robert  Venables  Esq.  Charles  Pymm  Esq. 
Thomas  Povey  Esq.  Edward  Diggs  merchant,  John  Collition  mer- 
cliant,  Martin  Noel  Esq.  Thomas  Kendall  merchant,  John  Lewis 
merchant,  William  Glascock  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  Chancery 
and  William  Watts  merchant ;  being  met  in  the  Star  Chamber  at 
Westminster  on  tlie  day  above  said,  by  vertue  of  His  Ma*^'  comis- 
sion  w"*  Instruccons  thereunto  annexed  under  the  Greate  Seale  of 
England,  bearing  date  the  first  day  of  this  instant  December  to 
them  and  Edward  Lord  Hyde  Lord  Chancello"^  of  England, 
Thomas  Earle  of  Southampton  Lord  High  Treasurer  of  England, 
Edward  Earle  of  Manchester  Chamberlain  of  His  Ma'^  Howsehold, 
John  Earle  of  Clare,  Sir  George  Carterett  Kn'  Yice  Chamberlain 
of  His  Ma"  Howsehold,  Sir  Edward  Nicholas  and  S""  William 
Morris  Kn"  Principall  Secretaries  of  State,  Arthur  Annesley  Esq"" 
S""  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper  Kn'  S""  Peter  Leere  Kn'  and  Baronett, 
Sir  Andrew  Riccard  Kn'  Sir  John  Shawe  Kn'  Edward  VenioA 
Esq.  John  Limbrey  merchant,  Edward  Waldrond  Esq  William 
Williams  merchant,  Thomas  Middleton  merchant,  John  Jefferyes 
merchant,  and  Alexander  Howe  merchant,  directed ;  giveing  to 
them  or  any  five  or  more  of  them  power  to  enquire  of  and  into  and 
to  regulate  all  His  Ma"  Plantacons  in  forraigne  parts  according  to 
the  instruccons  aforesaid. 

The  said  Commission  and  Instruccns  were  then  and  there  read, 
and  the  said    Cmissioners  then    present  immediately  adjourned 
into  the  Inner  Cliamber. 

Eodem  die 
The  Inner  Star  Chamber. 

Ordered.  That  ]\P  Philip  Frowde  who  isrecmended  byhisMa"'' 
be  and  shalbe  Gierke  or  Secretary  of  this  Counsell.  The  nominacn 
of  other  officers  and  the  considerac  n  of  charges  is  referred  till  Mon- 
day next  at  three  of  the  clock  in  the  after  noone  in  the  Inner  Star 
Chamber,  to  yv"^  time  and  place  this  Counsell  (haveing  first  ordered 
all  their  members  to  have  notice  thereof),  adjourned. 
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ACT  OF  THE  STATES  GKXERAL  AXD  CONDITIONS 

OFFERED  BY  THE  DUTCH  WEST  INDIA  COMP> 

TO    SETTLERS  IN    NEW  NETHERLANDS. 


The  States  Generall  of  the  United  Provinces, 

To  h11  whom  these  p''sentes  shall  see  or  heaixl  read,  doe  make 
knowne  ;  that  wee  have  condiscended  and  permitted  as  wee  doe  hy 
these  condiscend  &permitt  all  Christian  people  of  tender  conscience 
in  England  or  elsewhere,  oppressed,  full  liberty  to  erect  a  Colony  in 
the  West  Indies  between  New  England  and  Virginea  in  America, 
now  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Peter  Stivazentthe  States  Generall's 
Governor  for  the  West  India  Company,  on  tlie  conditions  and  priv- 
iledges  graunted  by  tiie  Committees  of  the  respective  chambers  rep- 
resenting the  Assembly  of  the  XIX.  doe  tlierefore  order  charge  and 
command  all  and  every  one  whom  these  may  concerne,  that  they 
shall  not  in  any  wise  hinder  the  said  people  nor  any  of  tliem  or  any 
whom  they  shall  or  might  send  with  knowledge  of  the  said  Company ; 
but  contrary  wise  afford  unto  any  and  all  of  them  all  favorable  helpe 
and  assistance,  where  it  shall  be  needf uU :  for  wee  have  found  it  to 
bee  good  for  the  Company.  Given  att  the  Hage  under  our  Seale 
paraphura,  and  signed  by  our  Griffier  the  14""  day  of  February  Anno 
Domini  1661. 

Ihe  Co]^ie  of  the  Conditions  tt  Priciledges  graunted  by  the  West  India 

Company  unto  all  such,  people  that  shall  he  dispjoscd  to  take  up  their 

abode  in  those  parts  vizt  in  the  Aeto  Netherlands. 

The  West  India  Company  being  assemljled  do  graunt  and  condi- 
scend unto  all  such  people  as  above  mentioned  of  what  nation  soever, 
iifteen  leagues  of  land  in  breadth  along  the  sea  side  and  as  farr  in 
depth  in  the  Continent  as  any  plantation  hath  or  may  bee  setled  in 
the  New  Netherlands,  with  jurisdiction  of  all  bayes  and  rivers  com- 
prehended within  tlie  bounds  aboveraentioned. 

The  free  propriety  for  ever  of  the  said  Colony  with  the  appurte- 
nances and  dependencyes  of  the  same  <fe  with  power  to  dispose  thereof 
for  ever  either  by  will  contract  bond  or  otherwise. 

That  they  and  their  associates  may  and  shall  establish  their  high, 
middle,  and  low  Jurisdicti  }n ;  the  better  to  mainteyne  tlieir  au- 
tliority. 

Tliey  shallbe  free  from  payinge  head  money,  for  the  space  of 
tw^enty  yeers. 

That  they  shall  have  the  propriety  of  any  mines  of  gould  and  sil- 
ver (if  any  found)  and  all  other  mineralls  whatsoever  or  cliristoUs, 
costly  stones,  marble  saltpeter,  pearle  fishing,  witli  exemption  of  all 
dutyes  and  recognizances,  for  the  tyme  of  twenty  yeere  and  of 
and  other  taxation  for  tlie  time  of  tenne  yeere. 

They  shall  be  free  for  tenn  yeere  of  any  recognizance  for  all  such 
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goods  as  shallbee  transported  into  the  said  Colony  fortraffique  witli 
the  Natives  or  otherwise. 

They  shall  bee  free  for  thetyme  of  tenn  yeerefor  paying  the  Com- 
pany their  right  of  furrs,  dyes  and  any  groth  and  all  merchandize 
that  slialbee  exported, none  excepted. 

These  inhabitants  shall  and  may  make  use  of  their  owne  fraited 
or  hired  shipps  for  the  transportation  of  their  owne  goods  and  mer- 
chandizes for  ever,  without  rendering  or  giveing  any  account  unto 
the  said  West  India  Company. 

The  said  inhabitants  sliall  and  may  freely  erect  and  establish 
within  tlieir  Colony  the  fisliing  trade,  and  transport  the  same  into 
Spaine  the  Streights  or  elcewhere,  free  from  any  recognition  during 
the  terme  of  twenty  yeere. 

The  said  inhabitants  shall  have  full  liberty  after  they  have  planted 
their  Colony  in  case  of  difference  with  the  aforesaid  Peter  Stivazant 
or  any  that  shall  survive  him  as  Governo""  by  appointment  of  the 
States  of  the  Netherlands,  to  clmse  a  Director  or  Chiefe  ;  only  they 
shall  issue  out  all  writts,  of  what  nature  soever,  in  the  name  of  the 
States  Generall  of  the  United  Netherlands. 

Summary  advertisements  concerning  the  above  mentioned  Colony. 

That  the  tract  of  land  lying  &  being  scittuated  as  abovementioned, 
is  not  above  six  weekes  sayle  from  Holland,  there  is  divers  places 
within  the  said  bounds,  strong  by  nature,  w^''  may  be  easily  fortefled 
against  any  enemye  and  as  yett  uninliabited ;  it's  under  the  best 
clymate  in  the  whole  world,  it  lying  betweene  39  &  40  degrees  and 
soe  fartlier  Northward ;  seed  may  bee  thrown  into  the  ground,  ex- 
cept six  weekes, all  the  yere  long;  there  are  five  sorts  of  grape  W^"* 
are  very  good  and  grow  heere  naturally,  with  diverse  other  excel- 
lent fruits  extraordinary  good,  and  y"  fruits  transplanted  from 
Europe  far  surpasseth  any  there  ;  as  apples,  pears,  peaclies,  melons, 
&c.  the  land  very  fertile,  produceth  a  great  increase  of  wheat  and 
all  other  grane  whatsoever ;  heere  groweth  tobacco  very  good,  it 
naturally  abounds,  with  severall  sorts  of  dyes,  furrs  of  all  sorts  may 
bee  had  of  the  natives  very  reasonable  ;  store  of  saltpeter ;  marvelous 
plenty  in  all  kinds  of  food,  excellent  veneson,  elkes  very  great  and 
large;  all  kind  of  land  and  sea  foule  that  are  naturally  in  Europe 
are  heere  in  great  plenty,  with  severall  other  sorte,  y'  Europe  doth 
not  enjoy;  the  sea  and  rivers  abounding  with  excellent  fat  and 
wholesome  fish  W^*"  are  heere  in  great  plenty  ;  the  mountenouse  part 
of  the  country  stored  with  severall  sorts  of  mineralls  ;  great  profit  to 
bee  derived  from  traffique  with  the  natives  (who  are  naturally  a 
mild  people,  very  capable  (and  by  the  Grace  of  God)  to  be  drawne  out 
of  their  blind  ignorance  to  tlie  saving  light  by  Jesus  Christ.  Heere 
may  likewise  bee  great  profitt  made  by  fishing,  whereby  abundance 
of  people  may  be  imployed  with  great  and  notable  advantages,  since 
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the  same  shall  be  free  of  all  duty  for  tlie  terme  of  twenty  yeere. 
Therefore  if  any  of  tlie  English,  good  Christians  (who  may  bee  certe- 
tied  of  the  advantages  to  mankind,  of  plantations  in  these  latitudes 
from  others  more  southerly)  and  shaibee  rationally  disposed  to 
transport  themselves  to  the  said  place  under  the  conduct  of  the 
United  States,  shall  have  full  liberty  to  live  in  y:  feare  of  the  Lord, 
and  upon  tlie  aforesaid  good  conditions  shaibee  likewise  curteously 
used. 

Therfore  all  tliose  that  shall  desire  to  joyne  their  Stock  to  bee  of 
the  association,  may  (if  they  please)  on  the  back  of  this  paper  ex- 
presse  the  somme,  and  such  signature  not  to  bee  obligatory  before 
suchtyme  as  tliere  shaibee  a  Contract  made  betweene  them  and  the 
said  States.  But  if  any  people  that  desire  to  transport  themselves, 
without  joyning  in  Company,  they  shall  have  tlieir  full  free  and  ab. 
solute  liberty  to  all  intente  and  purposes  whatsoever 

In  fidem  hujus  signavi  requisitus 

G"^  LE  CUEUT    Not"^  Pub"^ 


MINUTE  OF   COUXCIL  OX  SECRET  TRADE  WITH  THE 

DUTCH. 


At  His  Ma""'  Councill  for  Forraign  Plantations 
Lunse  XXV°  die  Augusti  1662 
S^  John  Sliawe  M'  Xoell 

SMVill:  Berkley  M' Kendall 

M^  Pym  M^  Diggs 

M''  Povey 
Consideracn  being  had  of  a  secret  trade  driven  by  and  with  the 
Dutch,  for  Tobacco  of  the  gro^^•th  of  the  English  Plantacons,  to  the 
defraudmg  His  Ma"'  of  his  Customs  and  contrary  to  the  intent  of 
the  Act  of  Xavigacon,  as  namely  by  delivering  the  same  at  sea,  by 
carrying  the  same  to  Xew  England  and  other  Plantacons  and  thence 
shipping  the  same  in  Dutch  bottoms,  and  also  by  rolling  tlie  same 
to  tiie  plantacons  of  the  Dutch  lyeing  contiguoi;s  to  Delewar  Bay 
and  the  Manahtoes ;  and  my  Lord  Baltimore  being  made  acquainted 
therewitli  by  this  Councill  and  consulted  therein,  hath  now  prom- 
ised that  he  will  doe  his  best  to  prevent  the  same,  and  will  write  to 
his  Deputy  in  Maryland  so  to  doe,  and  to  make  seizure  of  all  such 
tobacco.  But  that  an  effective  &  speedie  course  be  taken  lierein ;  it 
is  this  day  ordered  by  this  Councill  that  M''  Pym  and  M"'  Povey  doe 
draw  up  some  heads  of  remedies  for  the  said  abuses,  and  bring  the 
same  to  this  Councill  on  Monday  next  to  be  considered  of  and  pre- 
sented to  HisMajestie. 
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ORDER  TO  ENFORCE  THE  BRITISH  NAVIGATION 
ACT  IN  THE  PLANTATIONS. 


At  the  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  24'"  of  June  16G3. 
Present — The  Kings  Most  Excellent  Ma'"" 

H.  R.  H.  The  Duke  of  York    Earle  of  Carbery 


Lord  Chancellor 
Duke  of  Albemarle 
Marques  of  Dochester 
L"*  Great  Chamberlain 
Earle  of  Sandwich 
Earle  of  Carlisle 
Earle  of  Middleton 
M"'  Sec^  Bennett 


Lord  Rp  of  London 
Lord  Seymour 
Lord  Hatton 
Lord  Berkley 
Lord  Holies 
M""  Treasurer 
M'  Vice  Chamberlain 
M'  Sec^  Morrice. 


A  Minute  of  Letters  to  the  sever  all  Gov' 
America,  viz 
S'  William  Berkeley 
Philip  Calvert,  Esq"' 
Lord  Willoughby  of  Parham 
Col.  William  Watts 
Col.  James  Russell 
Col.  Roger  Osborne 
Jolm  Bunckley,  Esq"" 
Col.  William  Byam 
S"'  Charles  Littleton 


of  his  Ma''''  Plantations  in 


Virginia 

Maryland 

Barbadoes 

S'  Christophers 

Nevis 

Mountserrat 

Antegoa 

Surinam 

Jamaica 


New  England. 

,  Whereas  by  a  late  Act  of  Parliament  entitled  an  act  for  en- 
couraging and  increasing  of  Shipping  &  Navigation,  all  forrain 
Trade  is  prohibited  to  any  of  his  Ma"«'  Plantations  &  all  those  of 
his  Ma""'  subjects  that  sayle  unto  any  of  them  are  required  to  give 
security  to  returne  w"  their  lading  for  England,  Ireland,  Princi- 
pality of  Wales,  or  Towne  of  Berwicke  upon  Tweed,  as  in  the  said 
act  is  expressed,  w"  strict  command  unto  the  Governors  of  y''  said 
Plantations  to  see  y^  same  performed  accordingly,  w""  great  penal- 
ties upon  such  Governors  as  connive  or  neglect  putting  y''  said  act 
in  execution,  wiio  are  enjoined  also  to  take  oath  that  y^  said  Act  be 
punctually  observed.  Yet,  being  informed  by  Masters  of  Ships  and 
others  trading  to  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  other  his  Ma"<=-'  Planta- 
tions, of  many  neglects  or  rather  contempts  of  his  Ma"'^'*  commands 
for  y«  true  observance  of  the  said  Act,  (which  so  highly  concerns  y-' 
increase  of  shipping  and  y^  regular  trade  of  his  Ma'*''^  Plantations, 
together  w">  his  revenue  that  proceeds  from  thence)  through  the 
29— A^OL.  V. 
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dayly  practices  &  desigiies  sett  on  foote  by  trading  into  forrain  parts 
from  Virginia,  jMariland  and  otlier  his  Ma'"^'  Plantatioiis,  both  by 
land  and  sea  as  well  unto  y"  Monados  and  other  Plantations  of  y" 
Hollanders,  as  unto  Spaine  Venice,  &  Holland,  occasioned  through 
the  neglect  of  those  Governors  in  not  taking  a  view  of  all  forrain 
built  ships  which  come  into  their  Plantations  whether  they  have  a 
Certihcate  of  their  being  made  free  according  to  y"  act,  as  also  in 
jiot  duly  taking  Bond,  (before  any  ship  be  permitted  to  lade)  that 
whatever  comodities  they  shall  take  in  at  any  of  his  Ma"''"  Planta- 
tions, tlie  same  shall  be  carried  into  some  other  of  his  Ma*'"  Plan- 
tations, or  into  England,  Ireland,  AVales,  or  Towne  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed,  which  Bonds  are  to  be  returned  twice  every  yeare  unto  y" 
officers  of  y^  Custom  House  in  London,  but  hitherto  it  hath  not  been 
done,  of  which  neglect  and  contempt  his  Ma''''  is  sensible,  and  there- 
fore doth  require  and  command  you  that  for  y<^  time  to  come  a  per- 
fect account  be  kei^t  by  you  in  that  Plantation  of  all  ships  that  shall 
loade  there,  and  return  y^  names  both  of  y"  masters  and  y"  ships, 
together  w"'  true  copies  of  all  such  Bonds  as  shall  be  taken  by  you 
there  twice  in  every  yeare  unto  y"  oflices  of  y"  Custom  House  in 
London  as  aforesaid ;  which  if  you  shall  forbeare  to  do,  upon  in- 
formation thereof  and  that  any  ships  freighted  there  sliall  contrary 
to  y"  law  trade  into  forrain  ]iarts,  his  Ma"^"*  will  interpret  it  a  vei-y 
greate  neglect  in  you,  forwhich  lie  is  resolved  to  cause  the  breach 
of  y  said  act  to  be  prosecuted  according  to  y*^^  tenour  thereof,  and 
discharge  you  from  that  emi)loyment,  It  being  his  pleasure  that 
the  said  Law  be  very  strictly  observed  in  regard  it  much  concerneth 
y-"  Trade  of  this  Kingdome.  All  which  wee  have  thought  goude  to 
lett  you  knowe,  that  you  may  not  pretend  ignorance,  but  observe  all 
such  orders  as  aredirected  by  y^said  act,  whereof  you  may  not  fayle 
as  you  will  answer  y  contiary  at  your  perill,  and  so,  etc.  Dated, 
24"  Junij  1663. 

[Signed]  LORD  CHANCELLOR 

MARQ  OF  DORCHESTER 

LORD  GREATE  CHAMBERLAIN 

LOBD  CHAMBERLAIN 

Ea.  of  SANDWICH 

EARLE  of  MIDDLETON 

EARLE  of  CARBERRY 

L"  B''  of  LONDON 

LORD  SEYMOUR 

LORD  HATTON 

LORD  HOLLIS 

M'-  TREASURER 

M^  VICE  CHAMBERLAIN 

M^  SEC  MORRICE 

M'  SEC^  BENNETT. 
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COMPLAINT  OF  TRADE  CARRIED  ON  WITH  THE 
DUTCH. 


At  His  Ma'*"  Councill  for  Forraine  Plantacons. 
Lunse  Septimo  die  Decemb.  1663. 
Lord  Ashley  President 
L"  Berkely  M-"  Boyle 

M^  O  Neiie  M^  Waller 

S''  Nicholas  Crispe  S''  John  Shawe 

S''  John  CoUiton  S""  Martin  Noell 

M''  Digges.  M''  Jefferies. 

Upon  complaint  now  made  to  this  Councill  by  the  Farmers  of  His 
Ma"  Customs,  of  greate  abuses  comitted  and  done  aswell  by  the 
Inhitants  and  Planters  on,  as  by  the  Masters,  mariners,  and  traders, 
to  Virginia,  New  England,  Maryland,  Long  Island  &c.  who  under 
pretence  of  furnishing  some  of  those  plantacons  &  other  His  M" 
dominions,  doe  both  by  land  and  water  carry  and  convey  greate 
quantities  of  tobacco  to  the  Dutch,  whose  plantacons  are  contiguous, 
the  custome  whereof  would  amount  to  tenne  thousand  pounds  per 
annum  or  upwards,  thereby  eluding  the  late  Act  of  Navigacon  and 
defrauding  His  Ma"^  For  redresse  whereof  they  prayed  the  advice 
and  assistance  of  this  Councill.  Now  upon  consideiacon  and  debate 
thereof  had,  it  is  thought  fitt  and  ordered  that  the  said  Farmers  of 
His  Ma"'  Customs,  some  whereof  were  now  present  &  of  this  Coun- 
cill. (taking  unto  tbem  M"^  Digges  and  M"'  Jefferies  two  members  of 
this  Councill  likewise  wlio  know  those  parts  and  trade)  doe  draw 
up  the  forme  of  a  letter  (as  from  His  Ma"*")  to  be  directed  to  the  re- 
spective Governo"  of  y  severall  plantacons  aforesaid,  therein  laye- 
ing  downe  such  rules  and  instruccons  by  them  to  be  observed  and 
put  in  practice,  as  in  their  judgem'^  may  most  availe  to  the  reform- 
aeon  of  those  abuses:  &  to  bring  the  same  into  this  Conncill  on 
Saturday  next  by  three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoone,  to  Le  by  them 
perused  and  presented  to  His  Ma"''  that  they  may  be  speedily  dis- 
patched and  sent,  as  tlie  necessitie  of  the  time  and  affaire  doth  re- 
quire. 


COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  COLONIE  ON  THE  DELAWARE 
RIVER  TO  THE  BURGOMASTERS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 


2b  the  Hight  Worshipful  the  Burgomasters  and  Regents  of  the  City  of 
Amsterdam : 
Right  Worshipful  :  Whereas  you  have  been  pleased  to  com- 
municate to  us,  the  undersigned  Commissioners  and  Directors  of 
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your  Colonie  on  the  South  river,  in  New  Netherland,  and  to  request 
of  us  information  on,  a  certain  petition  i)resented  to  your  Worships 
by  Cornelis  van  Gesel,  who  styles  himself  heir  under  benefit  of  in- 
ventory of  Jacob  Alrichs,  deceased,  late  Director  of  your  Worsliips' 
Colonie  aforesaid,  wherein  lie  requests,  first:  That  you  would  be 
pleased  to  grant  him  justice,  or  letters  of  protection  against  the 
present  Director,  Alexander  d'Hinojossa,  whereby  your  Worsliips 
shaukl  instruct  said  d'Hinojossa,  not  only  not  to  do  him,  the  peti- 
tioner, any  wrong  or  injury,  whereof  tlie  petitioner  greatly  com- 
plains, but  even  to  restore  him,  the  petitioner,  what  said  Director, 
d'Hinojossa,  as  the  petitioner  alleges,  hath  appropriated  to  himself 
out  of  the  aforesaid  Jacob  Alrichs'  estate,  together  with  the  books 
and  papers  remaining  with  him  and  relating  to  the  estate  aforesaid, 
in  order  to  form  therefrom  not  only  a  perfect  statement  and  in- 
ventory, but  also  a  correct  account,  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  Wor- 
ships and  of  the  other  creditors  of  the  aforesaid  Jacob  Alrichs. 

Seco)idly.  Tlie  jtetitioner,  as  lie  alleges,  having  been  employed 
there  in  various  offices,  and  especially  some  time  as  Secretary,  tliat 
your  Worship  may  be  pleased  to  determine  liis  remuneration  ac- 
cording to  your  pleasure. 

The  one  and  the  other  appearing  more  fully  in  the  petition  afore- 
said delivered  unto  your  Worships. 

We  are  of  opinion,  under  correction,  that  no  disposition  can  well 
be  made  of  the  first  point  until  your  Worships'  Director,  d'Hino- 
jossa, be  heard,  the  rather,  as  he  represents  your  Worships  there, 
and  should  not,  in  our  opinion,  be  citable  (convenihlej,  in  case  of 
opposition  before  any  other  but  you.  Moreover,  your  Worships 
will  please  to  observe,  from  his  letters  of  the  28^"  of  April,  16'"  & 
17'"  May,  and  from  others  of  an  earlier  date,  written  from  New 
Amstel,  that  Mr.  Petrus  Stuyvesant,  the  Director-General  of  the 
Incorporated  West  India  Company  there  residing,  hath  taken  the 
aforesaid  books,  accounts  and  other  effects,  and  given  them  to  the 
petitioner's  wife  for  safe  keeping  ;  so  that  your  Worships' Director, 
d'Hinojossa,  as  he  advises  us,  has  thereby  been  prevented  making 
uut  divers  accounts,  as  he  ought  to  do,  requesting,  at  the  same  time, 
permission  to  come  over,  in  order  to  report  to  your  Worshi]is  the 
state  and  condition  of  tlie  Colonie,  which  we,  in  our  humble  judg- 
ment, do,  for  divers  reasons,  consider  useful  in  the  highest  degree, 
on  condition  that  he  bring  with  him  the  books  in  question  ;  also 
that  General  Stuyvesant  ought  to  be  written  to  seriously,  as  other- 
wise he  may  interpose  some  difficulty  to  tlie  production  of  the  afore- 
said books. 

In  regard  to  the  2"'^  point,  as  the  petitioner  hath  exhibited  no 
papers,  not  only  of  relevancy,  but  even  in  any  wise  appertaining  to 
the  first,  it  is  fair  that  he,  in  his  capacity  as  heir,  under  benefit  of 
inventory  of  the  late  Director  Alrichs,  should  first  give  your  Wor- 
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ships  satisfaction  for  the  moneys  intrusted  to  him  before  he  can 
claim  anything  from  you.  to  which  time  he  should  also  remain  in 
statu  quo,  unless,  on  account  of  tlie  petitioner's  straightened  cir- 
cumstances ;  of  his  staying  here  witl)out  his  family,  at  great  ex- 
pense, and  of  the  season  for  going  to  New  Netherland  being  proba- 
bly past  before  d'Hinojossa  arrives  here,  your  Worships  will  be 
pleased  to  order  otherwise,  whereunto  we  fully  submit  ourselves  in 
the  premise:'. 

Wherewith  we  trust  we  have  obeyed  your  Worsliips'  apostil.  We 
find  ourselves  under  the  necessity,  officially,  of  makhig  known  to 
you,  with  due  respect,  that  since  the  commencement  of  this  Colo- 
nie,  we  have  borrowed  on  interest  by  your  Worships'  order  from 
tlie  Orplian  Chamber  and  some  private  individuals,  a  sum  of 
fl.  132,000,  at  Si  per  cent  per  annum,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
fl.  4.620  of  interest,  and  that  to  our  sorrow,  we  have  not  as  j^et  re- 
ceived any,  or  but  few,  considerable  returns  therefrom,  out  of  which 
the  above  mentioned  interest  can  be  realized,  so  that,  in  order  to 
satisfy  the  worthy  people,  the  above  sum  must  be  yearly  raised  on 
your  Worships'  account.  We,  therefore,  would  respectfully  submit 
if  it  would  not  be  best  to  order  the  aforesaid  principal  and  accrued 
interest  to  be  paid  ;  or,  in  case  you  would  prefer  to  continue  them, 
to  provide  a  fund  to  meet  the  aforesaid  interest ;  otiierwise.  'tis 
hardly  possible  for  the  aforesaid  Colonie  to  exist ;  and  the  partners 
Avhom  your  Worships  will  please  to  admit  into  the  above  mentioned 
Colonie  will  be  tJiereby  the  rather  encouraged,  whereunto  it  would 
be  possible  and  useful  to  have  printed  a  Pertinent  Description  of 
the  South  river  with  the  Conditions,  which  apparently  ought  here 
and  there  be  somewhat  modified ;  wliereunto  your  Worships  can, 
if  you  please,  direct  attention. 

Your  ^Vorships  will  also  please  give  orders  about  maintaining 
possession  of  Ciconicing  or  Whorekill,  inasmucli  as  by  the  discharge 
of  the  soldiers,  it  runs  the  risk  of  being  occupied  by  the  English, 
since  it  is  a  very  fertile  and  well  prepared  land,  and  lies  on  the  sea 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

Wherefore  and  for  various  other  reasons,  which  your  Worships' 
Director,  d'Hinojossa,  sets  forth  in  the  letters  communicated  to 
you.  with  which,  therefore,  we  need  not  now  detain  you,  we  con- 
sider it  proper  to  permit  him  to  return  in  order  that  your  Worships, 
being  at  once  thoroughly  informed,  may  be  able  to  resolve  for  the 
further  maintenance  of  the  Colonie.  Whereunto  may  God  grant 
his  blessing. 
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RESOLUTION  OF  THE  WEST  INDIA  COMPANY 
CHAMBER  AT  AMSTERDAM. 


Thursday,  8'^  February,  1663. 
The  Commissioners  over  New  Netherland  having  been  in  confer- 
ence with  the  AVorshipfnl  Burgomasters  of  this  citj\  pursuant  to  the 
resolution  of  last  Monday,  and  having  submitted  a  written  report 
of  their  business,  it  is,  after  question  was  previously  put,  unani- 
mously resolved  and  agreed  that  the  propositions  shall  be  answered 
as  follows : 

Honorahle  and  worshipful  : 

The  Worshipful  Burgomasters,  Bontemantel  and  Wilmerdoncx, 
have  reported  to  our  Assembly  that  your  Worships  had  placed  in 
their  hands  a  Memoir  comprising  some  further  exemptions  which 
your  Worships  consider  necessary  to  be  granted  by  the  West  India 
Company  for  the  advancement  of  your  Colonie  on  the  South  river, 
in  New  Netherland,  called  New  Amstel,  recommending  tliat  the 
Company  may  be  pleased,  most  speedily,  to  resolve  favorably  there- 
on, as  you  are  disposed  to  push  said  Colonie  forward  with  greater  zeal 
than  has  hitherto  been  done.  Whereupon,  having  heard  the  opinions 
of  said  gentlemen  and  of  Mr.  Pergens,  as  Commissioner  of  the  affairs 
of  New  Netherland,  they  have  concluded  that  your  Worships' 
Memoir  consisted  of  ten  articles,  on  which  they  have  resolved  as  is 
inserted  opposite  each  article. 

1. 

First.  That  the  Comi)any  shall  The  Company  would  grant 
give  and  surrender  all  property  your  Worships  the  property  of 
in  the  soil.  the  lands  and  the  distance,  as 

mentioned  in  the  1'',  8'",  9^''  and 
IQth  Articles,  the  same  as  the 
lands  which  are  already  oeci;pied , 
and  the  Company  is  willing  to 
give  up  and  surrender  Fort 
Christina  to  your  Worshii)S  on 
this  condition  :  That  the  owiiers 
and  proprietors  of  the  lands  situ- 
ate there  and  thereabouts  be  not 
abridged  in  their  obtained  free- 
doms, and  that  yom-  Worships  do 
immediately  send  thither  a  good 
number  of  soldiers  to  relieve 
those  of  the  Company,  protect 
the  Colonists  and  resist  the  En- 
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glish  and  Indian  nations,  and 
caused  to  be  cleared  there  every 
year  in  succession  one  league  of 
land,  and  send  four  hundred  Colo- 
nists annually  thither  until  the 
farmers  shall  amount  to  a  re- 
spectable number  sufficient  to 
occupy  such  a  tract  of  land ;  and 
your  Worships  shall  not  be  at 
liberty  to  alienate  the  Colonic  by 
sale,  transfer  or  otherwise,  either 
in  whole  or  in  part,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  tlie  exemptions  granted 
by  this  resolution. 


Together  with  all  rights  botli 
of  High  and  Low  Jurisdiction 
whicli  they  possess  on  the  Soutli 
river. 


That  is,  agreeably  to  the  juris- 
diction already  granted  to  your 
Worships,  as  is  to  be  seen  in  Art. 
2,  3  and  4  of  the  Conditions  ar- 
ranged apart. 


On  condition  of  paying  said 
Company  tlie  duty,  as  at  present 
paid  on  exported  and  imported 
wares. 


This  article  is  according  to  the 
list  attached  to  the  Conditions 
published  by  your  Worships. 


Without,  however,  being  in 
any  wise  bound  to  bring  the 
goods  into  your  Honors'  ware- 
house. 


Or  to  be   inspected  by   your 
clerks. 


But  to  be  satisfied  with  the  de- 
claration of  the  Commissioners 
or  Director. 


The  4'\  5'h,  6"'  and  T'"  Articles 
are  nothing  else  than  highly  pre- 
judicial to  the  Company,  and 
your  Worships  will  please  excuse 
the  Company  therefrom,  as  they 
have  already  declined  consent, 
according  to  their  resolution, 
dated  2P'  March,  1661,  Article  4, 
as  we  had  the  pleasure  to  commu- 
nicate to  your  Worships. 


Not  paying  anything  at  the 
South  river,  and  the  Company 
not  claiming  any  autliority  there. 
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The  jurisdiction  and  propriety 
of  tlie  country  must  extend  from 
the  sea  upwards,  as  far  as  the 

river  reaches.  The  8"^,  9"^  and  10'"  points  are 

hereinbefore  answered  in  Art.  1 
9.  and  2,  treating  of  tiie  jiropriety 

And  on  the  north  side  from  tlie    of  tlie  lands  and  jurisdiction, 
bank  of  the  river  landward  in. 

10. 

And  on  the  south  side  as  far  as 
the  land  extends  there  to  the 
English  Colonie. 

Friday,  16'"  February,  1663. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  by  resolution  of  the  12"'  instant,  to 
examine  the  further  considerations  proposed,  respecting  New  Neth- 
erland,  by  the  city's  Commissioners  on  the  resolution  of  tliis  meet- 
ing, adopted  on  the  8'"  instant  on  the  aforesaid  gentlemen's  Memoir 
and  communicated  to  tliem,  have  reported  that  they  liad  found  the 
same  to  consist  of  the  two  following  points  : 

1. 

That  the  Company  should  give  up  and  renounce  the  quit-rent  of 
4  stivers  on  the  beaver,  which  is  paid  on  the  South  river,  and  to 
allow  the  same  henceforth  to  accrue  to  the  profit  of  the  city's 
Colonie. 

2. 

That,  in  place  of  all  goods  transmitted  from  here  to  the  city's 
Colonie  in  New  Netherland  and  thence  hither,  being  subject  as  at 
present,  according  to  the  concluded  agreement,  to  the  inspection  of 
a  deputy  of  the  Company,  one  Commissary  sliall  be  appointed  here- 
after on  the  part  of  the  city,  who  shall  inspect  in  place  of  the  Com- 
pany's officer,  and  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Company. 

Whereupon  the  opinion  of  the  aforesaid  Commissioners  being 
further  heard,  it  is,  after  question  was  put,  resolved  and  concluded 
that  both  the  aforesaid  Conditions  shall  be,  as  the  same  are  hereby, 
consented  to,  with  this  understanding,  that  in  all  cases  the  other 
side  shall  comi)ly  with  the  Conditions  stipulated  by  the  Company, 
and  particularly  that  tlie  aforesaid  Commissioners  shall  not  neglect 
to  observe  what  was  concluded  on  the  8"'  instant  in  Article  1  of  the 
Commissioners'  Memoir. 
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RESOLUTION  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY 
OF  AMSTERDAM. 


22'^  February,  1663. 
The  Burgomasters  have  proposed  to  the  Council  that  they  have 
received  advices  from  the  Colonie  of  tlais  city  in  New  Netherhmd, 
that  tlie  redress  of  matters  tliere  was  already  advanced  after  such  a 
manner  that  ere  long  returns  of  the  expenses  incurred  may  be  ex- 
pected thence.  But  in  order  the  better  to  forward  the  prosperity  of 
that  Colonie,  'twas  demanded  that  it  should  have  less  connection 
with  the  West  India  Companv.  and  that  it  be  ])rovided  with  a 
greater  extent  of  jurisdiction  and  authority,  also  with  some  means 
in  money.  Whicli  being  deliberated  on,  Mess"""  Henrick  Dirckz 
Spiegel,  Cornelis  de  Graeff,  Baron  of  South  Polsbroeck,  D'  Joan 
Blaeu,  Cornelis  Geelvinck,Nicolaes  van  Loon  andD""  Frans  Reaell, 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  consider,  according  to  the  informa- 
tion received  from  the  Directors  of  the  Colonie  aforesaid,  in  what 
manner  said  Colonie  can  most  properly  be  separated  from  the  con- 
nection with  said  Company,  and  be  provided  with  more  extensive 
jurisdiction  and  authority,  also  with  some  means  in  money  at  the 
least  cost  to  this  city,  and  to  report  tlieu-  opinions  and  advice  there- 
upon. 


SOME  THOUGHTS   ON   THE  COLONIE  AT    THE  SOUTH 
RIVER  IN  NEW  NETHERLAND. 


First.  Why  the  city  of  Amsterdam  ought  not  only  to  continue, 
but  with  great  vigor,  advance  it. 

'Tis  know^n  to  every  one  and  beyond  contradictio^i ,  that  all  trade 
is  from  time  to  time  falling  off  in  our  country, -also  that  there  is 
nothing  in  view  from  which  any  improvement  is  to  be  expected; 
and  this  not  occurrmg,  'tis  also  beyond  dispute  that  the  ruin  of  the 
State,  but  principally  of  Amsterdam,  is  in  time  to  be  thence  appre- 
hended, since  it  exists  by  trade  only.  Whence  this  diversion  of 
trade  proceeds  is  notorious ;  it  principally  proceeds  from  the  great 
jealousy  wiiich  our  jirosperity  has  excited  among  all  the  Potentates 
of  Europe,  and  therefore  every  possible  obstacle  has  been  thrown  in 
our  way  by  France,  England,  Sweden  and  Denmark.  This  is  so 
notorious  that  I  think,  in  order  to  avoid  prolixity,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  be  minute.  The  second  cause  whereby  trade  lias  been  diverted 
not  only  by  the  aforesaid  Kingdoms,  but  by  the  Hanse  Towiis  which 
bloom  whilst  we  are  decaying,  is  the  excessive  rate  of  the  convoys 
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both  on  the  outgoing  and  incoming  goods.  But  on  tlie  former  'tis 
to  be  considered,  since  all  tlie  Potentates  of  Europe  embarrass  our 
trade,  how  mucli  profit  is  to  be  expected  from  New  Netherland, 
where  if  it  were  peopled,  no  one  can  embarrass  us.  it  being  beyond 
contradiction  the  finest  country  in  the  world:  where  everything 
can  be  produced  that  is  grown  in  Prance  or  the  Baltic  {0(Men),  and 
which  can  in  course  of  time  be  as  great  as  both  those  Kingdoms 
together.  Tlie  English  afford  lis  an  instance  of  the  worthiness  of 
New  Netherland,  which  from  their  Colony  alone  already  sends  200 
vessels,  both  large  and  small,  to  the  Islands.  There  is  now  as  good 
an  opportunity  as  ever  can  offer  for  increasing  the  ])opulation  with 
numbers  of  men.  mechanics,  &c.,  from  liome  and  from  Germany, 
Norway,  tlie  East,  Westphalia  and  those  countries  which  have  been 
ruined  within  two  years  by  hard  times,  but  principally  by  tlie  per- 
secution to  wliicli  those  of  The  Faith  throughout  the  entire  of 
France,  also  the  Waldenses,  have  been  subjected ;  wherefore  some 
families  from  around  Rochelle  are  already  making  application  to 
remove  with  some  farmers  to  New  Netherland  at  their  own  expense, 
where  tlie  settlement  only  .secure,  in  order  to  be  beyond  apprehen- 
sion of  the  Indians.  These  exi)enses  for  a  settlement  of  50  men 
need  not  continue  longer  than  until  there  be  an  abundance  of  Colo- 
nists, which  will  be  the  case  in  a  year  or  two  Avere  the  matter  taken 
zealously  in  hand :  and  in  a  very  fewyears  tlie  trade  to  New  Nether- 
land from  Amsterdam  alone  will  be  very  considerable  were  nobody 
to  be  admitted  but  those  who  apply;  and  trade  will  come  not  only 
from  the  city's  Colonie  but  from  the  English  who  offer,  if  we  will 
trade  with  them,  to  make  a  little  slit  in  the  door,  whereby  we  can 
reach  them  overland  without  having  recourse  to  the  ])assage  by  sea, 
lest  trade  with  them  may  be  forbidden  by  the  Kingdom  of  England, 
which  will  not  allow  us  that  in  their  Colony.  Now  whereas  every 
considerable  sum  employed  by  the  city,  is  expended  with  regard  to 
its  advantage  or  profit,  they  think  such  is  hereinbefore  sufficiently 
proved  by  good  argument.  No  money  can  be  more  usefully  dis- 
bursed than  for  this  Colonie,  and  that  will  certainly  be  only  a  mat- 
ter of  a  loan.    For  calculating 

The  great  discharge  which  will  in  a  short  time  take  place  from 
the  alms-houses,  of  boys  to  be  sent  thither; 

Secondly.  That  the  Toll  from  the  beavers  may  possibly  be  received 
there ; 

Thirdly.  The  Tenths  and  cai)itation  tax  of  some  Swedes  who 
now  pay  it,  and  which  is  surrendered  by  the  Company; 

Fourthly.  The  Tenths  and  capitation  tax  of  the  Colonists  who 
will  now  go  thither; 

Fifthly.  The  Trade,  if  they  wish  to  retain  it,  whereunto  the  city 
will  obtain  partners  enough,  if  it  please;  but  'tis  well  to  under- 
stand that  the  founding  of  such  a  Colonie  can  onlv  be  undertaken 
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by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  city  and  country,  and  not  by  indi- 
viduals. 

Now,  to  effect  this  with  good  success,  'tis  necessary  that  a  suffi- 
cient fund  be  assigned  to  the  Commissioners,  whereof  they  might 
dispose  under  the  supervision  and  with  communication  of  the 
Right  Worshipful  Burgomasters:  for  "tis  certain  that  the  Colonie 
of  the  South  river  is  nigh  fallen  to  ruin,  because  wliat  has  been 
needed  for  each  equipage,  has  dragged  along  in  the  Council  a  very 
long  time  before  any  resolution  was  adopted  thereupon,  wherefore 
the  ships  took  their  departure,  the  suitable  season  was  lost  and 
meanwhile  the  beginnings,  for  want  of  being  continued,  have  come 
to  naught :  and,  although  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  good  foresight 
of  the  members  of  the  Council  for  the  ab">ve  named  fund,  yet  shall 
we  respectfully  submit  a  plan,  whereby  we  are  of  opinion  it  will  be 
accomplished  with  the  least  onerousness.  Let  them  please  to  allow 
the  said  Commissioners,  instead  of  the  Treasurer,  to  manage  the 
English  ])OSt  establisliment  and  employ  the  profits  thereof;  also, 
if  the  post  hence  to  Paris  be  successful :  likewise,  as  the  Antwerp, 
Cuelen  and  Hamburgh  messengers  do  not  travel  any  more.  2  or  3 
members  having  died  in  each  olfice,  instead  of  appointing  any  new 
ones,  to  employ  the  places  of  those  who  are  deceased  to  the  profit  of 
this  Colonie ;  but  as  the  income  from  this  source  is  slow,  and  there 
will  be  considerable  disbursements  in  promptis,  therefore  your  Hon- 
ors will  please  to  assist,  according  as  funds  shall  be  necessary,  in 
the  negotiation  of  so  much  ;  then,  I  think,  the  city  will  apparently 
never  again  be  applied  to  for  money  for  this  puri)ose,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  I  hope,  repay  it  in  a  few  years. 


ENLARGED  CONDITIONS  FOR  THE  COLONIE  ON   THE 
DELAWARE  RIVER. 


General  Conditions  agreed  to  icith     Further  Conditions  made  and  en - 
the  West  India  Company.  tered  into  with  the  West  India 

Company. 
1. 
The  West  India  Comp^n)  shall        What  alteration  has  been  made 
approve,  as  far  as  they  are  con-    in  this  regulation,  shall  be  here- 
cerned,  the  annexed  agreement,    after  distinctly  set  forth, 
plan  and  regulation  whereon  the 
city  of  Amsterdam  shall  plant 
Colonies. 

2. 
Their  High  Mightinesses  [and]        The  West  India  Company  hath. 
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the  West  India  Company  sliall 
cede  to  and  confer  on  tlie  city  of 
Amsterdam,  as  founders  and 
builders  of  tlie  place,  High,  Mid- 
dle and  LoAV  jurisdiction,  in  order 
the  better  to  maintain  the  requi- 
site authority. 


on  the  12"'  February.  1003,  con- 
ferred on  the  city  the  entire 
South  river,  and  the  proprietor- 
ship of  the  land  beginning  at  the 
sea,  upwards  as  far  as  the  river 
extends,  and  on  the  north  side 
three  leagues  from  the  bank  of 
the  river  landward  in,  a:!d  on  the 
south  side  as  far  as  the  land  ex- 
tends there  to  the  English  Colo- 
nies, and  this  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing and  condition,  in  regard  to 
the  law  of  High  and  Low  Juris- 
diction, as  in  art.  2,  3  and  4, 
hereinbefore  stipulated,  with 
this  understanding  that  the  city 
shall  send  thither  a  good  number 
of  soldiers  for  the  protection  of 
tlie  place,  also  cause  a  league  of 
land  to  be  cleared  there  every 
succeeding  year,  and  send  thither 
400  Colonists. 


The  city  shall  possess  the  afore- 
said jurisdiction  in  form  of  fief, 
appointing  a  i)erson  to  that  end 
successively  on  whom  the  fief 
shall  be  conferred  on  payment  of 
certain 

4. 
The  sovereignty  and  supreme 
authority  together  with  all  that 
depends  thereon,  remaining  nev- 
ertheless with  their  High  Miglit- 
inesses  and  the  Company,  so  far 
as  the  same  is  thereto  authorized 
by  the  charter. 

Special  Conditions  from  the  printed  regulation  wherein  a  change  has 

occurred. 


11"^  Article. 
The  Slieriff  shall  be  api)ointed 
in  the  name  of  their  High  Alighti- 


On  the  21"  March  1062,  the  Com- 
pany conferred  on  the  city  the  ap- 
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nesses  and  the  West  India  Com- 
pany, by  the  Deputies  of  Amster- 
dam, who  by  procuration  shall 
give  hereunto  authority  to  the 
Director. 


pointment  of  a  Schout,  to  depend 
from  tlieir  Higli  Mightinesses  and 
the  West  India  Company,  on  con- 
dition of  swearing  allegiance  to 
the  city. 


12. 

It  shall  also  have  three  Bur- 
gomasters whom  the  common 
burgliers  shall  appoint  from  the 
most  honorable,  most  fit  and 
wealthiest. 


13. 

And  five  or  seven  Schepens 
whereunto  a  double  number  shall 
be  nominated  by  the  burghery,  in 
order  that  selection  may  be  made 
therefrom  by  the  Director,  by 
procuration,  as  stated  in  Art.  11. 


Note. 


15. 

The  Schepens  shall  pronounce 
judgments  by  decree  for  all  sums 
below  100  gi.,butin  cases  exceed- 
ing 100  gl.  the  aggrieved  party 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  appeal  to  the 
Director,  Schout  and  Council  of 
New  Netherland. 


On  the  21"  March  aforesaid  the 
Company  increased  this  sum  of 
100  gl.  to  600  gl. : 


16. 
Said  Schepens  shall  also  decide 
all  criminal  cases,  but  an  appeal 
shall    be    provisionally  allowed 
therefrom. 


And  forbad  the  granting  of  any 
appeal  in  criminal  cases,  the  Com- 
pany engaging  to  instruct  their 
servants  in  New  Netherland  not 
to  grant  any  relief  agreeably  to 
the  order  in  this  country. 


30. 
If  the  city  of  Amsterdam  send 
over  any  goods  on  freight  in  any 
ships  they  must,  according  to  the 
regulation,  go  to  New  Amster- 
dam, and  the  city  shall  submit  to 
the  same  regulations  as  others. 


On  the  date  aforesaid,  the  Com- 
pany granted  free  trade  to  private 
ships  and  goods  direct  from  here 
to  the  South  river,  on  the  footing 
and  regulation  in  use  in  this 
country  and  at  New  Amsterdam 
in  shipping  off  goods,  to  wit,  that 
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28. 
The  city  of  Amsterdam  shall 
cause  a  convenient  warehouse  to 
be  prepared  here,  wherein  shall 
V)e  deposited  all  the  goods  which 
the  said  city  intends  to  send  to  its 
Colonic  in  New  Netherland, 
where  they  may  be  inspected  by 
a  person  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Directorsof  the  West  India  Coni- 
I>any  in  the  presence  of  a  person 
commissioned  thereunto  by  the 
city  of  Amsterdam,  and  marked 
with  the  marks  of  the  city  and 
the  Company,  the  duty  thereon 
to  be  paid  by  the  Company  ac- 
cording to  the  tariff. 


they  may  be  brought  to  the  Com- 
pany's warehouses  and  marked 
with  its  mark  and  pay  duty  as  is 
done  liere  and  at  New  Amster- 
dam. 

On  the  16'"  February.  1663,  the 
Company  consented  that  instead 
of  all  the  goods  from  here  to  the 
city's  Colonic  in  New  Netherland 
and  thence  hither,  being  at  pres- 
ent according  to  agreement,  sub- 
ject to  the  inspection  of  one  of 
the  Company's  Deputies,  a  Com- 
missary may  hereafter  be  ap- 
pointed on  tlie  part  of  the  city 
who  shall  inspect  the  same  instead 
of  a  Deputy  of  the  Company,  and 
take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
Company. 


Concerning  the  Company's  toll, 
the  city  shall  take  care  that  in 
time  what  shall  be  paid  in  New 
Netherland  be  employed  to  the 
building  and  maintaining  of  pulv 
lie  works. 


On  the  W  February,  1663, 
aforesaid,  the  West  India  Com- 
pany granted  that  the  quit  rent 
of  4  stivers  on  each  beaver  ob- 
tained on  the  South  river,  and 
shall  be  henceforth  for  the  profit 
of  the  city. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY 
OF  AMSTERDAM. 


10"'  March,  1663. 
Is  also  heard  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  the  22°'*  Feb- 
ruary last  to  consider  in  what  Avay  the  city's  Colonic  in  New  Neth- 
erland can  best  be  benefitted,  stating,  in  substance,  that  having 
heard  the  opinions  of  the  Directors  of  the  aforesaid  Colonic  submitted 
in  ^STiting  to  the  Council  and  registered  in  Muniment  Register  D., 
folio  89,  they  cannot  think  otherwise  than  that,  if  said  Colonic  be 
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properly  sustained  for  a  few  years,  it  would,  by  the  increase  of  in- 
habitants, furnish  great  trade  to  this  city,  as  the  land  was  found  to 
produce  almost  all  the  articles  which  must  at  present  be  brought 
from  the  Baltic  (Oostzee). 

That  the  aforesaid  proper  support  could  be  furnished  were  a  suf- 
ficient sum  of  3  ''a  .  4  tons  of  gold  laid  aside  to  enable  such  equipage 
and  other  necessaries  as  the  good  of  the  service  may  demand,  to  be 
annually  supplied,  at  proper  seasons,  from  the  income  thereof,  with- 
out being  obliged  to  apply  over  and  over  again  to  this  Council  for 
permission  and  subsidy  therefor;  since  it  appears  sufficiently  clear 
and  apparent  that  the  slow  progress  of  said  Colonie  arose  frrm  the 
tedious  deliberations  on  the  state  and  provision  of  the  aforesaid 
subsidy,  whereby  the  season  for  the  departure  of  the  ships  was  fre- 
quently lost;  as  well  as  from  the  scarcity  of  those  subsidies  which 
frequently  could  not  suffice  for  providing  so  many  necessaries  as 
are  always  demanded  in  the  first  beginnings  of  a  Colonie. 

And  whereas  it  is,  first  of  all,  necessary  to  have  less  communion 
(gemeenschap)  with  those  of  the  West  India  Company,  that  the 
Committee,  therefore,  pursuant  to  their  commission,  had  negotiated 
with  the  Directors  and  obtained  from  them,  among  otlier  things, 
first:  a  pertinent  boundary  line  of  the  district  belonging  to  the  Col- 
onie aforesaid;  also,  that  the  Schepens  there  might  execute  judg- 
ments for  the  sum  of  fl.  600,  instead  of  fl.  100,  without  any  appeal 
lying  to  the  Director-General  and  Council  of  New  Netherland,  ex- 
cept for  a  higher  sum;  likewise,  that  the  goods  going  to,  and  coming 
form  the  Colonie,  should  be  ins])ected  henceforth  only  by  one  Com- 
missary to  the  appointed  thereunto  by  this  city  instead  of  a  Deputy 
of  said  Company ;  as  more  fully  appears  by  the  agreement  in  writing, 
enregistered  in  Muniment  Register,  D.,  folio  9L 

With  which  Conditions  the  Committee  were  of  opinion  that  the 
advancement  of  the  aforesaid  Colonie  would  be  greatly  facilitated. 

Which  being  considered,  and  the  Council  approving  highly  of  the 
above  mentioned  advice  of  the  Committee,  and  hereby  thanking 
them  for  the  trouble  they  have  taken,  it  is  resolved  and  concluded 
that  assistance  shall  be  continued  to  the  aforesaid  Colonie;  also, 
that  a  suitable  sum  of  money  shall  be  borrowed,  to  be  advanced  by 
the  Burgomasters  to  the  Directors,  from  time  to  time,  in  such  sums 
as  they  shall  need  for  outfits  and  other  necessaries.  And  forasmuch 
as  the  aforesaid  sum  or  fund  itself  is  concerned,  the  computation 
thereof  is  postponed  until  the  next  meeting  of  this  Council. 
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RESOLUTION  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  THE 
CITY  OF  AMSTERDAM. 


16'"  March,  1663. 

Whereas  the  compiitation  of  tlie  fund  for  the  promotion  of  the 
city's  Colonie  in  New  Netherland  has  been  postponed  from  tlie 
tenth  instant  an  account  of  the  thinness  of  the  meeting,  to  the  next 
Council  day,  and  tlie  Burgomasters  saw  that  no  greater  number  is 
in  attendance  to-day,  their  Worships  have  therefore  only  proposed 
whether,  in  the  meanwhile,  a  subsidy  of  25'"  guild,  could  not  be  re- 
solved and  agreed  to,  it  being  urgently  demanded  for  the  dispatch 
of  the  present  equipment  for  the  Colonie;  also,  that  Mr.  Cornells 
de  Graelf,  Lord  of  South  Polsbroeck,  be  again  requested  and  com- 
missioned with  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  the  atfiairs  of  the 
aforesaid  Colonie,  to  resume  the  conference  with  the  Directors  of 
the  West  India  Company,  in  order  to  see  whether  their  Honors 
could  not,  for  the  good  of  the  aforesaid  Colonie,  agree  to  the  con- 
tents of  a  certain  draft  of  Conditions  submitted  to  the  Council,  and 
here  inserted  verbatim: 

In  case  the  Worshipful  Council  resolve  vigorously  to  promote  the 
settlement  of  the  city's  Colonie  on  tlie  South  river,  we  then,  under 
correction,  are  of  opinion  that  their  Worships  might  and  ought  to 
stipulate  with  the  West  India  Company  not  only  that  no  appeal 
should  lie  to  the  Manhattans,  but  also  that' the  duties  should  be 
payable  not  to  the  Company,  but  to  the  city,  for  the  relief  of  its  to 
be  incurred  expenses,  at  the  same  rate  as  was  paid  at  the  Manhat- 
tans, so  as  not  to  undermine  this  Colonie,  it  being  noted,  likewise, 
that  the  city  will  occupy  Fort  Christina  with  its  garrison  and  will 
relieve  the  Company  therefrom. 

Which  points  being  taken  into  consideration,  a  provisional  sub- 
sidy of  2o'"  guild,  is  consented  to  for  the  end  aforesaid;  and  the 
above  named  Lord  of  Polsbroeck  is  appointed  anew  with  the  afore- 
said Commissioners,  to  see  and  try.  on  resuming  their  conference 
with  the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  whether  their 
Honors  could  not  agree  to  and  approve  the  aforesaid  Conditions, 
reporting  the  result. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  WEST 
INDIxV  COMPANY,  CHAMBER  AT  AMSTERDAM. 


Friday,  13'"  July,  1663. 
The  committee  appointed  at  the  meeting  yesterday  to  confer  with 
the  city's  Commissioners  respecting  New  Netherland,  having  re- 
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ported  tlKit.  they  beins  jiefr„tiatiiis:  with  tlie  jrentlemen  aforesaid 
tlie  latter  had  communicated  a  written  exti-act  from  their  resolu- 
tions, to  the  effect  that  half  the  duty  of  this  Colonie  be  ceded  to  the 
city,  and.  furtliermore,  that  the  appeals  from  their  Colonie  to  the 
Director  and  Council  of  Xew  Netiierland  be  abolished,  or  else  that 
in  tlie  cases  from  their  Colonie,  whicii,  by  appeal,  devolve  on  the 
Director  and  Council,  an  appeal  may  lie  to  tiie  Supreme  Court  liere- 
The  Avhole  matter  being  considered,  it  is  resolved  to  place  the  afore- 
said written  extract  in  tlie  hands  of  tiie  Committee  on  Xew  Xetiier- 
land,  lor  immediate  examination  and  rei»ort. 

Monday,  30'"  Julv,  1063. 
The  Committee  on  New  Xetherland,  having  made  a  report  on 
the  Memoir  of  the  city's  Commissioners,  dated  li""  of  July  which 
was  submitted  to  the  meeting  on  the  13'"  next  ensuing,  the  opinion 
of  the  aforesaid  Committee  is  heard,  and  everything  being  duly  ex- 
amined, it  is  unanimously  resolved  and  concluded \hat  the  follow- 
ing shall  be  furnished,  as  an  answer: 

The  Directors  of  the  Incorj.orated  West  India  Company,  Chamber 
at  Amsterdam,  havnig  seen  and  examined  the  Memoir  of  Mess^nhe 
Commissioners  and  Directors  of  this  city  upon  their  Colonie  in  Xew 
Xetherland,  dated  the  12'"  instant,  consisting  of  two  points,  tirst  • 
That  in  phice,  as  at  present,  according  to  tlie  Couij.anv's  order  and 
the  Conditions  enacted  with  the  Right  Worshipful  liurgomasters 
of  this  city,  all  the  Xew  Xetherland  duties  and  convovs  must  be 
paid  to  the  Company,  the  aforesaid  Directors  resigning  a  portion 
thereot.  are  willing  to  grant  and  concede  tiie  same  to  the  citv  afore- 
said, tor  reasons  set  fortli  in  the  aforesaid  Memoir,  that  tlie  said 
city  may  henceforth  absolutely  receive  and  administer  the  convoys 
and  duties  of  all  sucli  goods  as  will  be  sent  hence  direct  to  the  South 
nverin  Xew  Xetherland,  jn-ovided  that  the  aforesaid  city  keep  a 
proper  account  of  the  receipt  and  administration  thereof,'and  pay 
one-half  of  the  clear  proceeds  to  the  Company,  and  they  may  retain 
the  otiier  half  for  themselves;  witii  express  restriction  that  the 
aforesaid  other  half  siiall  be  employed  for  tlie  advantage  and  -reater 
security  of  their  Colonie,  in  erecting  and  repairing  public  works 
maintaining  their  otticers  and  such  like  things,  with  otter  to  prove 
the  same  at  all  times. 

Secondly.  That,  from  judgments  pronounced  by  the  Director 
and  Council  of  iNew  Xetherland,  in  matters  devolved  on  them  bv 
appeal  from  the  aforesaid  city's  Colonie,  according  to  the  a^ree"- 
ment,  an  appeal  may,  if  necessary,  be  allowed  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  this  country. 

The  above  named  Directors,  having  taken  all  the  aforesaid  into 
consideration,  and  especially  weigiie.j  on  one  hand  the  reasons  ad- 
vanced by  tiie  aforesaid  Commissioners  and  Directors,  and,  on  the 
30 — Vol.  Y. 
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other  hand,  the  constitution  of  tlie  charter,  orders  and  rules  enacted 
l»y  tlieir  High  Mightinesses  for  tlie  Corni)any  :  in  order  to  acquiesce 
in  the  aforesaid  request  in  favor  of  tlie  aforesaid  city's  C^olonie,  as 
far  as  it  may  in  no  wise  prejudice  tiie  Company,  they  have  resolved, 
on  the  first,  to  request  tlie  aforenamed  Commissioners  and  Directors 
to  excuse  the  Company,  so  far  as  relates  to  their  request,  for  the 
receipt  and  administration  of  the  duty  and  convoys;  but,  neverthe- 
less, the  Company  grants  and  consents  that  one-half  the  clear  pro- 
ceeds of  the  convoys  and  duty  from  all  the  goods  to  be  sent  direct 
from  hence  to  the  aforesaid  city's  Colonic  in  New  Netherland,  shall 
be  received  by  the  aforesaid  city  for  the  term  of  eight  consecutive 
years,  so  that  the  receipt  and  administration  of  the  duty  and  con- 
voys aforesaid  shall  effectually  remain,  as  hitherto,  without  any 
change  be  made  hereby  therein,  but  the  half  of  the  net  proceeds 
shall  be  itaid  by  the  Company  to  the  city  aforesaid,  to  be  expended 
and  employed  as  requested  in  the  aforesaid  Memoii-,  all  with  this 
understanding,  that  the  above  mentioned  Commissioners  shall  also 
punctually  observe  and  execute  all  the  foregoing  agreements  and 
consents,  especially  what  has  been  by  the  Directors  resolved  on  the 
18'"  of  February  last,  on  the  tirst  point  of  their  petition,  regard  being 
had,  on  the  one  side,  to  the  evil  consequences  which  might  ai'ise  in 
other  of  the  Company's  districts;  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  im- 
possibility Avhich  exists  that  judgments  pronounced  in  their  High 
Mightinesses'  name  by  a  judge  of  the  highest  resort,  should  be  sub- 
ject to  correction  and  alteration  by  a  Provincial  Court,  in  direct 
contravention  to  divers  of  their  High  Mightinesses'  resolutions,  of 
tliemselves  in  contradictor io,  adopted  heretofore  in  cases  which  oc- 
curred in  that  district. 

Friday,  3"^'  August  1663. 

The  Committee  on  New  Netherland  having  been  in  further  con- 
ference with  the  Commissioners  of  the  .'ity'sColonie  on  the  Memoir 
of  the  30'"  ultimo,  and  having  afterwards  presented  to  the  meeting 
the  Memoir  hereinafter  inserted,  it  is  in  said  report  resolved  hereby 
to  authorize  the  Committee  on  New-  Netherland  to  make  such 
further  arrangement  with  the  city's  Commissioners  as  shall  be 
found  most  advantageous  to  the  Company. 

JShmoir  of  the  city's  Commissioneri:;  on  New  Netherland. 
The  Commissioners  and  Directors  over  this  city's  Colonie  in  New 
Netherland  having  seen  and  examined  the  written  answer  of  the 
Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  to  a  certain  Memoir  to  them 
delivered  on  the  12'"  July  last,  containing  two  different  points, 
namely,  tirst,  that  tiie  city  may  be  allowed  to  receive  the  duties  and 
convoys  of  goods  and  merchandise  going  hence  direct  to  the  South 
river  of  New  Netherland,  on  condition  of  paying  one-half  tlie  net 
proceeds  thereof  to  the  said  Company  ;  and  secondly,  that  from  the 
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judgments  pronounced  by  the  Director-General  und  Council  of  New 
Netlierland  in  cases  devolved  on  them  by  appeal  from  said  city's 
Colonie,  an  appeal  may  also  lie  to  the  Supreme  Court  here ;  liave 
(Observed  by  the  aforesaid  written  answer,  on  the  first  point,  that 
the  said  Company  does  in  fact  concede  to  the  city  the  half  of  the 
aforesaid  duty  and  convoy  for  the  term  of  8  years,  but  that  the  same 
must  be  collected  by  the  aforesaid  Company  which  accordingly 
would  have  to  pay  over  tlie  half  to  the  city  ;  this  being  taken  into 
consideration  by  tlie  Commissioners,  who  have  principally  ol)served 
tliat  the  nature  of  the  case  is  such  that  the  city  up  to  this  time  hath 
reserved  this  trade  not  for  private  individuals  but  exclusively  for 
herself,  their  Honors  therefore  think  that  the  Company,  wishing  to 
avoid  double  trouble,  requires  only  to  be  paid,  so  long  as  the  trade 
is  carried  on  directly  and  immediately  by  the  city,  the  half  of  the 
the  net  proceeds  of  the  duty  and  convoy  to  which  such  goods  and 
merchandise  as  the  city  will  send  thither,  are  subject ;  furthermore, 
have  no  objection  to  tlie  Comi)any  receiving  the  duties  and  con- 
voys on  the  goods  which  will  be  sent  thitlier  by  private  individuals, 
provided  the  city  shall  be  empowered  to  appoint,  in  the  Company's 
office,  a  peison  who  shall  there  receive  for  it  tlie  half  of  those  duties 
and  convoys. 

In  regard  to  the  2'"^  point :  Of  the  appeals.  As  the  Company 
makes  so  many  objections,  this  point  will  be  given  up,  and  as  the 
planting  of  this  Colonie  hath  already  cost  the  city  considerable,  and 
the  latter  therefore  deserves  to  lie  encouraged  in  order,  with  more 
power  and  zeal  than  heretofore,  to  advance  the  work,  which  will 
still  require  many  thousands,  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that 
the  time  is  now  come  when  the  city  must  provide  for  its  relief,  to 
the  end  that  it  may  enjoy  the  effect  of  the  Conditions  which  she  en- 
tered into  with  the  West  India  Company  and  liave  been  appioved 
by  tlieir  High  Miglitinesses,  vizt..  That  the  toll  or  duty,  by  which- 
ever name  it  goes,  that  is  paid  in  the  city's  Colonie  on  the  South 
river,  may  be  expended  now  by  the  city  in  the  construction  and 
maintaining  of  tlie  public  works,  as  expressly  directed  by  tlie  8"' 
article  of  the  printed  Conditions  and  is  verbally  also  more  fully  ex- 
pressed. The  Commissioners  and  Directors,  above  named,  there- 
fore doubt  not  but  the  Company  will  now  consent  hereunto,  at  least 
if  it  desire  to  see  so  good  a  work  zealously  taken  in  hand  and  ad- 
vanced, both  for  the  greater  security  of  its  interests  there  and  for 
the  advantage  of  this  State  in  general ;  in  wliich  case  the  tolls  afore- 
said might  be  received  both  by  those  who  will  be  appointed  there 
by  the  Company  and  by  the  city,  in  order  to  obtain  more  certain  in- 
formation that  they  were  employed  no  otherwise  than  in  the  con- 
struction and  preparation  of  the  jmblic  works,  which  shall  at  all 
times  be  proved ;  the  surplus  thereof  shall  be  paid  back  to  the  Com- 
pany, as  the  city  is  not  requiring  it  for  herself. 
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And  \vl)ereas  <jreat  comi>laiiits  have  been  frequently  made  by  tlie 
Commissioners  of  the  colonists  runnini?  away  from  the  city's  Col- 
onie,  which  necessarily  tends  to  injure  the  city's  interests  in  that 
(luarter  ;  they  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that,  in  order  to  obviate  all 
distrusts  between  officers  on  both  sides  there,  it  would  be  very  ad- 
vantageous that  said  Comi)any  should  expressly  order  its  officers  not 
to  harbor  any  persons  coming  from  the  city's  Colonic,  unless  pro- 
vided with  i)roper  passports,  otlierwise  to  send  them  back  on  demaiul. 
said  Commissioners  undertaking  to  reciprocate  and  act  in  the  same 
way  in  case  any  one  siiould  come  over  in  tlie  same  manner  from  tlie 
Company's  district. 

Done  at  the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  and  Directors  afore- 
said, in  Amsterdam,  2'"^  August,  1663. 

Thursday,  9"'  August,  1663. 
The  Commissioners  of  New  Netherland  being,  i)ursuant  to  their 
resolution  of  the  3''''  instant,  in  furtlier  conference  witii  the  Com- 
missioners and  Directors  of  the  city's  district  on  the  South  river, 
and  having  made  a  report  thereof,  after  hearing  their  opinions  and 
the  additional  Memoir  of  the  aforesaid  city's  Commissioners  of  the 
S""*"  instant,  it  is  resolved  to  acquiesce  therein  and  it  is  hereby  con- 
sented to.  and  further  to  request  the  Company,  having  laid  aside 
divers  and  weighty  motives  to  the  contrary,  zealously  to  encourage 
the  advancement  of  the  aforesaid  Colonic  in  the  speediest  manner. 
Agrees  with  the  register  of  the  aforesaid  resolutions. 

(Signed),  MICH  TEN  HOVE. 

16  V  63. 


REPORT   ON   THE   COLONIE   ON   TPIE  DELAWARE 
RIVER. 


Beport  of  the  Commisfiioners  and  Directori^  over  this  cif/y's  CoJoine  in 
j^eio  Netherland  to  the  liight  Worshipful,  the  Burgomasters,  sid>- 
mitted  the  10'"  August,  1663. 

Your  Worships  have  been  heretofore  informed  that  the  Commis- 
sioners and  Directors  had,  by  their  own  experience  and  knowledge, 
seen  and  perceived  the  obstruction  and  damage  inflicted  on  the  Col- 
onic in  New  Netiierland,  especially  in  the  matter  of  judicature,  and 
that  accordingly  to  obviate  it  liad  cbtained  from  the  West  India 
Company  not  only  that  there  should  be  no  appeal  in  criminal  ca.ses, 
l)ut  that  the  sum  to  be  decided  by  the  deciee  of  the  Schepensof  the 
city's  Colonic  should,  instead  of  1(H)  guilders,  be  advanced  to  600 


COLONIES  OX  THE  DELAWARE.  469 

iiuilder?,  Hollands:  also,  that  to  the  citysliould  be  surrendered  and 
conveyed  the  whole  of  the  South  river,  from  the  sea  upwards  so  far 
as  the  said  river  extends,  and  on  the  North  side  three  leagues  from 
the  river's  bank  landward  in.  and  on  the  Soutli  side  as  far  as  the 
land  extends  in  that  direction  to  the  English  Colonic :  and  as  the 
AVorshipful  Council  of  this  city  did.  afterwards,  on  the  16"'  jNIarch. 
of  this  year,  request  and  api)oint  Mr.  Cornells  de  Graef,  J^ord  of 
South  Polsbroeck.  with  and  besides  tlie  Commissioners  aforesaid,  to 
agree,  if  possible,  by  fnrtlier  conference  with  the  West  India  Com- 
pany, not  only  to  abolish  appeals  in  Into,  but  also,  that  henceforth 
the  city  should  receive  the  duty  on  the  goods  and  merchandise  going 
hence  direct  to  the  South  river,  for  the  defraying  of  the  expenses 
which  are  to  be  incurred  :  and  as  the  said  business  has  now  finally 
been  concluded  with  the  AVest  India  Company  aforesaid,  therefore, 
not  only  an  explanation  hereof  will  now  be  given,  but  also  tliis  sup- 
plementary report  is  respectfully  submitted  to  your  Worshijjs  of  tlie 
state  of  the  city's  affairs  there,  and  Ity  what  means  they  can  be 
maintained  and  advanced. 

First.  Concerning  the  abrogation  of  the  appeal,  and  that  accord- 
ingly from  the  judgment  [i)ronounced]  by  the  Director  and  Council 
of  New  Netlierland  in  matters  devolved  by  appeal,  there  shall  lie  an 
appeal  to  the  Schepens  of  this  city  or  to  the  Sui)renie  Court  in  tliis 
country :  It  has  been  considered  by  the  Company,  to  that  end  ap- 
plying ample  reasons  wherefore  it  could  not  be  done  :  the  same  was 
then  abandoned,  as  we  were  not  able  to  perceive  how  the  city  or  its 
inhabitants  could  hereby,  certainly  not  for  the  present,  be  prejudiced, 
as  cases  exceeding  600  guilders  will  be  of  very  rare  occurrence  there. 

Concerning  the  2'"'  point;  The  aforesaid  Company  has  granted  to 
the  city,  for  the  term  of  eight  years,  the  net  half  of  the  receipts  of 
the  duty  and  convoy  of  goods  going  hence  direct  to  the  South  river, 
and  tiiat  for  the  building  and  maintaining  its  public  works  and  sup- 
porting the  officers  there  ;  accordingly  only  half  of  the  duty  and  con- 
voy of  the  goods  and  merchandise  which  are  sent  on  behalf  of  the  city 
is  paid  to  the  Company,  at  whose  office  shall,  furthermore,  be  received 
the  duty  and  convoy  of  the  goods  which  will  be  shipped  thither  by 
private  persons,  but  the  city,  in  order  to  be  served  faithfully  and 
betimes,  shall  l)e  emi)owered  to  appoint  a  person  there  wiio  sliall  re- 
ceive the  half  thereof  on  its  account. 

Having,  moreover,  obtained  from  the  said  Company,  for  a  like 
number  of  years,  the  toll  or  duty  which  is  paid  in  New  Netlierland 
both  on  beavers  and  other  peltries  and  Virginia  or  Maryland  to- 
bacco, whereof  the  last  pays  30  stivers  and  the  first  lOi  guilders  per 
100  export  duty  (including  the  4  stivers  per  beaver)  and  wliatever 
additional  might  be  i)aid  on  other  and  all  such  returns,  likewise  for 
the  erection  and  maintaining  of  public  works ;  which  is  conse- 
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(inently  of  such  consideration  as  will  hereinafter  be  more  fully  sub- 
mitted. 

And  as  the  city's  Colonie  has  also  heretofore  been  grievously  in- 
jured by  the  ruiuiing  away  of  its  colonists,  said  Company  hatli.  on 
the  request  presented  by  the  Commissaries  aforesaid  on  this  occa- 
sion, also  promised  to  introduce  strict  order  to  the  end  that  no  per- 
sons coming  from  the  city 'S  Colonie  to  the  Manhattans  without  a 
proper  passport,  shall  be  harbored  there  but  sent  back  again,  whicii 
shall  also  be  done  reciprocally  by  the  city,  in  order  thus  to  obviate 
and  remove  all  troubles  between  the  goverrmients  on  either  side. 

This  being  thus  transacted  with  the  West  India  Company  at  a 
fuitlier  conference,  we  shall  now  j^roceed  to  the  state  or  condition 
of  the  Colonie  itself,  and  by  what  means  it  could  be  maintained  and 
advanced. 

Concerning  the  state  or  condition  of  the  Colonie  itself,  that  being 
considered  as  it  will  be  conveyed  to  tlie  city,  namely  the  entire 
river,  as  hereinbefore  specified,  it  is  found  that  the  Swedes,  Fins  and 
other  nations  have  made  and  erected  there  110  good  bouweries, 
stocked  with  about  2,000  cows  and  oxen,  20  horses, 80  slieep  and  sev- 
eral thousand  swine. 

The  lands  being  i)articularly  productive  and  adapted  both  for  till- 
age and  pasture,  liaving  exceedingly  fruitful  valleys,  which,  being 
drained  at  a  small  expense,  then  return  30  {a  40  fold  for  what's 
sown,  besides  i)roducing  two  crops  a  year,  are  therefore,  not  only 
suitable  for  wheat  and  all  sorts  of  grain,  as  experience  hath  already 
abundantly  shown,  but  also  for  hemp  and  tlax;  and  rice  will  also 
thrive  and  grow  there  particularly  well,  the  low  grounds  being 
thereto  well  adapted .  A  ])roof  of  this  shall  then  be  taken  by  the  first 
o])portunity;  also  of  French  prunes  and  other  fruits.  Thus,  ])eoi)le 
only  must  be  sent  there,  who  are  laborious  and  skilled  in  farming. 
Xo  Hollanders  but  other  foreign  nations  must  be  emi)l()yed  and  at- 
tracted fortius  purpose,  the  Swedes  a..d  Fins  (who  are  already  there 
in  reasonable  numbers)  being,  among  others,  hereunto  particularly 
fitted,  and  of  whom  many  families  or  households  are  from  time  to 
time  expected,  as  they  have  been  notified  by  their  countrymen  in 
the  aforesaid  Colonie  of  the  good  opportunity  there.  Already  some 
families  of  them  have  come  from  Sweden  to  the  number  of  32  souls, 
who  only  are  waiting  for  the  departure  of  a  ship  thither.  On  this 
occasion  some  cattle  must  be  given  to  tliem  there  by  the  city  on  half 
the  increase,  to  promote  the  cultivation  of  the  soil ;  they  will  be 
bound  to  restore  these  cattle  with  half  their  increase  in  about  4  or 
o  years  at  most,  whereby  not  only  agriculture  will  be  i)romoted  in 
the  most  economical  way,  but  the  city  will  also  be  thereby  benefitted. 
And  concerning  the  i)assage  money  which,  together  with  a  few  farm- 
ing im])lements,  the  city  is  advancing  them  only  in  form  of  a  loan, 
the  same  shall  be  made  good  in  the  .space  of  3  years  from  the  pro- 
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duce  (if  tlie  land  they  shall  hapiJen  to  realize  there,  and  especially  in 
wheat  to  be  calculated  at  only  30  stivers  the  skepel ;  thus,  the  city 
will  not  suffer  any  loss  from  this,  but  be  well  repaid  its  accrued 
interest. 

And,  as  agriculture  is  of  very  great  importance  to  this  city,  no 
less  so  is  the  trade  which  can  be  very  conveniently  carried  on  there 
not  only  with  the  natives  of  the  country,  but  also  and  principally 
with  the  neigliboring  English  of  Merriland,  who  occui)y  tiiemselves 
chiefly  with  the  planting  of  tobacco,  and  are  greatly  inclined  to  such 
trade,  on  account  of  the  suitableness  and  convenience  of  the  places 
and  kills  wliich  run  in  both  directions,  none  being  more  than  a  half 
hour's  distance  from  the  other.  On  one  of  these,  at  our  side,  called 
Apoquemans  kill,  a  stone  house  in  form  of  a  redoubt  ought  to  be 
built,  in  order  to  carry  on  trade  there  more  conveniently,  as  we 
cannot  but  conclude  from  the  reports  of  Director  d'Hinojossa,  and 
also  from  the  circumstances  that  tliis  trade  of  tobacco  might  be 
carried  on  with  great  advantage  for  the  city,  for  which  reason  it 
ousrht,  in  our  opinion,  make  an  experiment  in  the  case,  and,  ac- 
cordingly, in  the  tirst  place  now,  such  a  cargo  as  is  suitable  for  that 
inn-pose  ought  to  be  sent  thither,  amounting  to  12  Ov.  15,000  gl.,  not 
doubtin-':  but  the  city  will  derive  a  handsome  profit  therefrom. 

This  trade  being  of  so  much  the  more  importance,  inasmuch  as 
the  country  produce  of  the  Colonic  might  hereliy  be  sold  off  and 
consumed,  and  esi)ecially  the  barley  and  buckwiieat,  from  which  the 
city  or  individuals  there  might  brew  strong  beer,  which  is  much 
sought  for  by  the  English,  Avho  do  not  manufacture  any.  and  there- 
fore can  be  sold  with  great  profit  for  tobacco. 

8o  that  from  both  these,  namely  agriculture  and  trade,  the  ex- 
])enses  Mill  l)e  sufficiently  met,  as  these  consist  there  only  in  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  the  public  works  and  city's  officers ; 
on  account  of  the  taking  up  and  occupying  the  entire  river,  the 
number  must  now  be  increased  by  15  (w.  16  soldiers,  which  are  con- 
sidered sufficient  to  the  necessary  settlement  and  defence  of  this 
place. 

Against  this  is  to  be  estimated  the  toll  and  duty  which,  by  the 
opening  of  the  trade  in  beaver  and  other  peltries  with  tiie  Indians, 
might  be  realized  ut  the  South  river;  this  is  said  to  have  annually 
been  10,000  skins,  being  lOi  per  cent,  with  4  stivers  quit-rent ;  thus, 
it  should  annually  amount  to fl.  6,000.00.00 

And  from  the  tobacco,  which  pays  a  duty  of  1^  fl. 
per  100;  in  case  only  1,000  tubs  were  exported  yearly 
by  private  individuals,  which  will  doubtless  be  done 
in  time,  that  would  amount  yearly  (each  tub  being 
estimated  at  400  lbs.) 'to 6,000.00.00 

Exclusive  of  the  profits  to  be  derived  from  2  («  .  3  breweries 
which  the  city  possesses  there  already,  and  from  which  great  profit 
can  be  realized. 
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As  also  from  the  city's  cattle  to  l)e  jiiven  out  on  halves,  as  above. 

Item,  in  time,  likewise,  from  tlie  lU''-;  some  of  the  Swedish  bouw- 
eries  there  are  already  over  two  years  in  arrear,  and  these  arrears 
must  therefore  be  i)aid  to  the  city. 

Yet,  as  in-ovision  must  be  made  here  for  the  expenses  of  tiie  i)as- 
sage  and  board  of  tlie  colonists  who  will  hai)i)en  to  go  thitlier  (and 
the  greater  the  number  of  these  from  time  to  time,  the  sooner  will 
the  city  reap  the  fruits  tiiereof ),  it  will  tlierefore  be  necessary  to  find 
means  thereunto,  and  that  merely  for  the  space  of  3  years  and  no 
longer,  in  order  vigorously  to  promote  so  good  a  work,  which,  we 
are  of  opinion,  under  correction,  will  tend  to  the  best  advantage  of 
the  State  in  general  and  this  city  in  i)articular,  believing  that  it  will 
then  be  so  far  advanced,  tliat  sucli  passage  money  will  be  able  to  be 
derived  from  the  revenue  of  the  Colonic  itself. 

And  as  your  worshijis  have  been  informed  on  the  14"'  ult"  that 
Director  Alexander  d'Hinojossa  was  to  sail  hence  for  the  South 
river  with  100  colonists,  including  32  Finns,  and  that  in  addition 
such  cargoes  were  to  be  sent  as  were  required  at  first  as  an  experi- 
ment for  the  ISIerriland  trade,  the  Commissioners  above  mentioned 
have  considered  it  their  duty  hereby  to  remind  your  Worships  there- 
of, as  it  cannot  admit  of  any  further  delay  in  case  the  season  of  the 
year  is  to  be  taken  advantage  of.  Your  Worshii)s  are,  therefore,  re- 
quested to  give  orders  to  the  end  that  this  money  for  the  aforesaid 
Merriland  trade  may  be  placed  in  our  hands  to  enable  us  to  purchase 
the  necessary  merchandise  therewith,  and  in  case  your  Worships 
may  not  be  dis})Osed  to  the  whole  of  this,  and  consequently  be 
jdeased  to  participate  only  in  half,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  or  in- 
deed, in  none  of  it,  in  such  circumstances  the  Commissioners  otter 
to  make  up  the  requisite  sum,  or  else  to  have  the  Avhole  put  on 
board,  by  whom  then,  furthermore,  a  ship  will  be  looked  up,  in 
whicli  will  then  be  most  speedily  disi»atched  the  aforesaid  cargo  and 
l)eoi)le.  for  the  payment  of  whose  passage  they  have  still  some  of  the 
city's  money  on  hand. 


RESOLUTIOXS    OF    TIIE    COUNCIL    OF    TIIE   CITY    OF 
AMSTERDAM. 


10'"  August,  1003. 
Mr.  Cornells  de  Graef,  Lord  of  South  Polsbroeck,  being  appointed 
by  previous  resolution  of  the  10"'  of  March  last,  with  tiie  Commis- 
sioners and  Directors  of  this  city's  Colonic  in  New  Netherland.  to 
resume  the  conference  with  the  Dii-ectors  of  the  West  India  Com- 
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pany,  tor  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  said  Company,  for  tlie  be- 
hoof of  the  aforesaid  Colonie,  tiie  Conditions  contained  in  the 
aforesaid  Commissioners'  resolution,  hatli  summarily  reported  the 
result  of  the  aforesaid  conference,  and  referred  more  fully  to  the 
written  rejjort  this  day  delivered  to  Mess'%  the  Buri,'omasters.  intiie 
name  of  said  Commissionei-s.  setting::  forth  what  was  consented  and 
ai?reed  to  l)y  the  aforementioned  Directors  in  the  aforesaid  confer- 
ence, also  the  actual  condition  of  the  said  Colonie  and  what  is  thoufrht 
necessary  for  the  ])romotion  and  advantajje  thereof:  which  written 
lleport,  as  recorded  in  Muniment  Register,  D.,fol.  1U8.  being  read  and 
considered,  it  is  resolved  and  concluded  to  send  a  cargo  of  merchan- 
dise to  the  value  of  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand  guilders,  to  the  afore- 
said Colonic,  to  be  traded  there  as  an  experiment,  namely,  lialf  on 
account  of  the  city  and  the  other  half  on  accoiuit  of  said  Commis- 
sioners and  Directors;  whereunto  the  city  and  the  Commissioners 
shall  each  furnish  halt'  the  sum,  and  in  return  each  shall  partici- 
pate in  half  the  pi'otits  and  loss  accruing  on  the  aforesaid  cargoes. 
And  it  is  further  recommended  by  the  Council  that  not  oidy  .Swedes 
and  Finns  but  also  people  of  other  nations  should  be  accepted  as 
colonists  to  be  sent  over. 


FURTHER  PROPOSAL  RESPECTING  THE  COLONIE  ON 
THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Draft  of  a  Proposal  of  the  Connnissioner.s  and  Directors  for  the  man- 
ageoient  of  the  Soioth  river  in  New  Netherland,  submitted  to  the 
liight  Worshipful  the  Buryoiuaster s  of  this  city  of  Amsterdam,  the 
23'''  October,  A"  IGGS. 

The  Commissioners  and  Directors  having  considered  that  a  suita- 
ble ship  ought  to  be  sent  this  year,  and  before  the  frost,  to  the  South 
river,  not  only  with  a  goodly  number  of  farmers,  besides  the  imple- 
ments required  for  agricultural  purposes,  but  also  with  some  cargoes 
and  goods  for  the  continuance  and  i)romotion  both  of  agriculture 
and  trade,  together  likewise  with  a  good  quantity  of  aumiunition 
and  materials  to  bring  and  maintain  that  place  in  a  pro])er  state  of 
defence,  and  having  accordingly  submitted  their  sjieculations  as  to 
the  exi)enses  which  should  be  incurred  for  this  outfit  and  what  de- 
pends thereon,  are  of  opinion,  under  correction,  that  besides  other 
things  there  would  be  leqniied  for  that  jiurpose,  viz' : 

The  passage  and  board  of  the  farmers  to  be  conveyed  over  ;  item, 
the  amount  of  their  implements,  also  amnmnition  and  materials 
and  what  depends  thereon,  about  the  sum  of  13  (a  .  14,000  guilders. 
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For  carij'oes  aiui  goods  both  tor  the  trade  with  the  Meirilaiiders 
and  the  Indians,  together  about  '63  (<i .  36,000  guilders. 

1)1  addition  to  tliisjt  will  be  necessary,  according  to  the  rei)ort  of 
Director  Alexander  d'llinojossa,  to  send  thither  immediately  50 
negroes  who  are  particularly  adapted  to  the  prej)aration  of  the  val- 
leys, which  are  found  exceedingly  fertile,  as  can  expressly  be  seen 
by  the  letters  last  received,  and  for  other  heavy  work  ;  also  for  the 
advancement  of  agriculture,  which  we,  too.  can  ai)prehen(l :  where- 
fore we. under  correction,  are  of  opinion  tliat  a  contract  ouglit  to  be 
entered  into  with  the  West  India  C'omi)any  iiere  for  the  delivery  of 
such  a  number  :  we  think  they  can  be  obtained  for  280  guilders  each, 
or  tliereabout.  Avliich,  in  siich  case,  would  be  for  oO  negroes  lLll,oOO. 

Your  Worsliii)s  must  likewise  be  informed  that,  on  the  last  two 
outfits,  both  in  the  passage  money  of  the  persons  going  over  as  in 
freight  and  averages  of  the  goods  sent  with  them,  there  was  a  deficit 
of  about  8.00(1  gl..  as  far  as  can  be  most  correctly  ascertained. 

And.  althougli  all  this  amounts,  for  tliis  turn,  to  a  large  sum,  yet 
the  Commissioners  and  Directors  aforenamed  are  and  remain  of 
opinion,  after  having  tiioroughly  examined  and  investigated  the 
nature  and  qualities  of  these  outlandish  Colonies,  that  the  outlay 
which  now  and  hereafter  must  be  incurred,  will,  with  God's  bless- 
ing, be  in  its  time  abundantly  repaid. 

And  to  show  their  sincerity  in  this  their  oi)inion,  the  Commis- 
sioners do  lierel)y  offer  to  share  one-half  the  exjtense  which  will  be 
incurred  after  this,  in  the  advancement  of  the  Colonic. 

Beginning,  accordingly,  from  now  forward,  and  with  this  i)ro- 
jected  venture,  fully  understanding  that  they  will  tlien  also  share, 
they  and  their  heirs,  in  half  of  all  the  effects  and  riglits  which  the 
city  already  ]iossesses  iji  that  coxmtry,  of  wiiat  nature  soever  the 
same  may  be  ;  on  the  other  hand,  they,  the  Commissioners  afore- 
said, will  share  not  only  the  half  of  the  above  8,000  gl..  but  also  such 
debts  as  shall  be  ])aid  in  that  country  on  account  of  the  city :  in  this 
case,  the  prolit  and  loss  in  the  farming,  etc..  which,  after  this  time, 
will  arise,  shall  be  divided  and  charged  lialf  and  half,  as  the  nature 
and  equity  of  the  matter  will  then  determine. 

And,  although  your  Worshii)S  have  particii)ated  the  last  time  only 
for  ith  part  in  the  cargoes  for  the  common  trade,  and  here  would 
be  willing  to  participate  only  for  a  like  quarter  in  the  purchase  of 
the  required  cargoes  now  to  be  sent ;  nevertheless,  whenever  your 
"Worshiiis  may  afterwards  so  resolve,  you  will  be  always  hereafter  at 
liberty  to  enter  for  the  half  in  this  trade  and  venture,  in  order  to 
have,  in  this  way.  an  etpial  share  in  everytiiing. 

And  as  it  has  l)een  heretofore  noticed  that  some  members  of  your 
"\Vorshi])ful  Council  have  entertained  a  different  opinion  respecting 
the  foimding  and  i)rogress  of  this  Colonic,  yea  even  now  iierhajis  not 
enough  will  be  hereby  effected,  and  your  Worships  accordingly  may 
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resolve  to  appoint  a  committee  tlie  better  to  be  informed  by  us  of 
everytliino:,  we  tlierefore  intend  to  be  able  to  ffive  them  such'an  ex- 
planation of  things  as  shall  l)e  perfectly  satisfactory. 

Only  respectfully  requesting,  as  time  is  ])assing  aiid  the  work  is  of 
so  mucii  imi)ortance  as  not  to  admit  well  of  delav,  that  your  Wor- 
shii)s  would  be  pleased  to  allow  your  resolution  llereon  to  reach  us 
as  speedily  ;is  i)ossible,  and  especially  tliat  regarding  the  slaves  for 
procuring  which  the  West  India  Company  here  has  a  ship  ready  to 
sail,  but  before  lier  departure,  which  will  take  place  in  4  (a..  5  days, 
a  contract  must  be  made  with  the  Comi)any  for  the  delivery  of  the 
said  50  head,  or  else  another  entire  year  will  have  been  lost,  which 
would  tend  to  the  serious  disadvantage  of  agriculture  in  that  coun- 
try, as  your  W^orships  will  be  able  yourselves  to  perceive  from  what 
precedes,  whose  resolution  hereupon  then  we  shall  expect  imme- 
diately.   Meanwhile  remaining,  <fec. 


RESOLUTIOX  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  THE 
CITY  OF  AMSTERDAM. 


24"'  October,  1663. 

The  Burgomasters  have  submitted  to  the  Council  some  proposals 
of  tlie  (Jommissioners  and  Directors  of  the  citv's  Colonic  in  New 
Netlierland,  respecting  its  maintenance  and  advancement  and  what 
to  that  end  should  at  present  be  taken  by  the  hand  and  put  in  opera- 
tion ;  according  to  tlie  aforesaid  proposal  contained  in  Avritin<^  and 
enregistered  in  Muniment  Register,  D.,  fol.  148.  " 

Which  being  considered,  Mr.  Joris  Backer,  Mr.  Peter  Cloeck 
Di-.  Joan  Blaeu,  Cornells  Geelvinck  and  Gerard  Hasselaar  are  re- 
quested and  appointed  to  hear  the  aforesaid  Commissioners  and 
Directors  furtlier  touciiing  said  proposal,  and  to  examine  the  same 
and  to  report  their  opinions  and  advice  thereupon  at  the  earliest 
moment. 

26'"  October,  1663. 
Heard  the  report  and  advice  of  the  Committee  of  this  Council 
which,  pursuant  and  for  the  fulfillment  of  its  resolution,  dated  the 
24'"  instant,  had  further  heard  tl)e  Commissioners  and  Directors  of 
this  city's  Colonic  in  New  Netherland,  and  afterwards  examined 
and  weighed  some  Proi)osals  touciiing  the  maintenance  and  ad- 
vancement of  said  Colonie.  and  what  ought  at  i)resent  be  under- 
taken and  put  in  oi)eration  for  that  purpose  according  to  said  Pro- 
posals submitted  in  writing  and  enregistered  in  Muniment  Book 
D..  fol.  148.  ' 
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Wliicli  being  considered  it  is  resolved  and  concluded  tliat  the 
above  mentioned  Connnissioners  and  directors  of  the  aforesaid 
ColiMiie  shall,  according,'  to  their  jn'oposed  offer,  share  for  one-half 
ill  the  expenses  whicl)  will  hencefortli  be  incurred  in  the  planting 
of  said  Colonie  from  this  time  forward  and  in  the  projected  adven- 
ture, so  that  they,  the  Comniissioiiers  and  Directors,  shall,  for 
tliemselves  and  tlieir  heirs,  participate  for  one-half  in  all  the  effects 
and  rights  which  tlie  city  already  possesses  and  may  liereafter  ob- 
tain in  that  quarter,  of  what  nature  soever  they  may  be;  tlierefore 
they,  the  Commissioners  and  Directors,  shall  also  bear  the  half  in 
tlie  sum  of  eight  thousand  guilders  whicli  are  deficient  on  the  two 
last  ventures  to  tiie  aforesaid  (Jolonie,  both  in  })assage  money  of  the 
coloniists  that  went  over  and  in  freiglit  and  average  sent  with  them, 
and  in  all  debts  that  will  be  paid  in  Xew  Netherland  on  tlie  part  of 
tliis  city.  And  this  on  condition  that  all  the  Tenths,  together  with 
all  profits  and  losses  which  will  liereafter  accrue  in  fanning  and 
otherwise,  shall  be  shared  and  borne  half  and  half:  tlie  agreement 
witli  Director  d'llinojossa  respecting  the  farming  on  the  behalf  of 
this  city  remaining  valid. 

But  so  far  as  regards  the  cargoes  of  merchandise  to  be  now  sent 
thither  to  be  traded.  It  is  understood  that  the  city  shall  have  only 
one-fourth  share  therein,  the  remaining  tliree-fourths  being  for  the 
account  of  the  Commissioners  and  Directors;  on  condition,  never- 
theless, that  the  city  shall  be  at  liberty,  if  desiring  it.  to  i)articipate 
for  one-half  in  the  cargoes  wliirh  hereafter  shall  be  sent  to  the  Coln. 
nie  aforesaid.  And  the  Burgomasters  are  further  authorized  to 
borrow  on  interest  tlirougii  the  medium  of  said  Commissioners  and 
Directors,  the  moneys  at  present  required  both  for  the  ])assage  of 
the  new  colonists  and  for  other  necessaries  and  for  the  purchase  of 
slaves  and  the  cargoes  of  goods  to  be  sent  off,  &c.,  according  to  the 
foregoing  Projiosals  and  as  far  as  the  share  of  this  city  amounts  to. 
And  the  Commissioners  are  thanked  for  the  trouble  thev  have  taken. 


REMONSTRANCE  OF  TIIE  WEST  I.NDIA  COMPANY 


To  the  High  and  JMigJUi/  Lords  States-General : 

Tlie  Directors  of  the  General  Incorporated  West  India  Company 
respectfully  remonstrate  against  tlie  unreasonable  and  unjustifiable 
proceedings  of  the  English  in  America,  who  not  only  have  forcibly 
settled  tliemselves  on  many  districts  first  discovered  and  taken  into 
possession  by  the  Company,  as  appeared  by  tlie  tokens  thereof  which 
had  been  si»ecially  set  up,  and  had  still  been  standing  at  the  time  of 
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this  forcibly  entry  of  the  En.ijlisli.  but  also  invaded  several  i)hu;es 
which  had  been  brought  under  cultivation,  and  where  towns  and 
villages  had  been  organized  under  their  own  governments  in  the 
name  of  your  High  Mightinesses.     As  a  ground  for  tiieir  unricrht- 
eons  conduct,  they  perverted  merely  vague  patents  from  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  conveying  to  them  (as  was  reasonable)  tiiose  lands 
which  were  not  occupied  by  otiiers.    The  Company  not  being  able, 
as  they  were  taken  by  surprise,  to  ])revent  these  proceedings,  in 
every  instance  at  first  attemjited  means  of  reconciliation  before  re- 
course would  be  had  to  force.    For  this  end,  they  used,  from  time 
to  time,  many  efforts  to  pncure  a  settled  boundarv  line  between 
the  possessions  of  the  two  nations,  agreed  njwn  "either  liere  in 
America  or  else  in  Enro])e.  l)elieving  that  bv  this  means  all  future 
ditticulties  might  be  prevented  and  requesting  the  aid  and  influence 
of  your  High  Mightinesses  for  the  attainment  of  that  end.    The 
Company  advanced  so  far  in  the  matter  in  America,  that,  in  the 
year  Sixteen  hundred  and  fifty,  there  was  established  at  Hartford  a 
Provisional  boundary  line,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  supreme 
governments  on  both  sides,  and  your  High  Mightinesses  insisted, 
through  your  Ambassadors  in  England,  eitlier  tliat  a  boundary 
might  be  concluded  on  Jiere.  or  that  the  one  ot  Hartford  might  be 
ap])roved.or  else  tliat  some  persons  in  America  might  be  authorized 
on  both  sides  to  draw  iip  a  Boundary  line.    Still,  this  iiad  no  influ- 
ence m  favorably  disposing  the  English  towards  this  object,  but  it 
appeared  evident  tliat  they  were  moving  onwards  in  their  proceed- 
ings, in  order,  as  it  seems,  being  elated  by  their  first  successful  com- 
mencement, to  make  tiiemselves  masters,  righteously  or  unright- 
eously, of  tlie  wliole   Province,  to  turn  the  Company  out  of  "the 
cities,  towns  and  entire  country;  and  to  reduce  all  New  Netherland 
under  England,  to  the  humiliation  of  your  High  Mightinesses  to 
the  great  injury  of  the  commerce  of  this  State,  to  tlie  incalculable 
loss  of  the  Comi)any  and  the  ruin  of  many  inhabitants  in  those 
parts.     For,  i)assing  by  the  i)revions  violences,  of  which  a  full  ac- 
coujit  has  been  given  in  Remonstrances  heretofore  presented  to  your 
High  Mightinesses,  they  sent,  on  the  twenty-seventh  and  twenty- 
eighth  of  July,  one  Captain  Talcott,  Avith  sixteen  or  eighteen  men 
on  horseback  to  the  town  named  Oostdorj),  under  your  Higli  Might- 
ines.ses'  authority  and  government,  who,  on  his"  arrival," absoh-ed 
the  inhabitants  from  the  oath  of  allegiance  taken  to  the  government 
there,  displaced  the  Magistrates  appointed  by  tlie  Company    ap- 
pointed others  in  their  stead,  and  thus  made  tiiemselves  masters  of 
the  town.    Not  content  with  that,  but  i)roceeding  in  this  unheard- 
of  conr.se,  the  same  Captain  Talcott,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  De- 
cember, sent  to  the  town  of  Gravesend,  under  vour  Hio-h  Mio-hti- 
nesses'  authority,  one  James  Crisp,  to  read  an  ad'dress  to  the  inhabi- 
tants to  induce  them,  like  those  of  Oo.stdorp.to  acts  of  sedition,  and 
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thus  brill}!  tliein  under  the  British  government.  The  intention  was 
to  proceed,  for  the  like  object,  to  Flusliing,  Heemstede  and  Rust- 
dorp  and  the  vilhige  of  Gravesend,all  being  places  under  your  High 
Mightinesses.  This  was  prevented  by  tlie  arrest  in  Gravesend  of 
the  aforesaid  i)erson  in  very  season,  for,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
December,  in  the  evening,  one  hundred  and  fifty  English,  on  horse- 
back and  on  foot,  came  into  the  town,  surrounded  the  dwelling  of 
Lieutenant  Stihvell,  demanded  him  dead  or  alive,  broke  into  the 
house  and  committed  much  violence.  Tlie  Company,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  close  alliance  between  tiie  Crown  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  .States-General,  have  not  dared  to  offer  any  opposition,  until  the 
matter  be  first  communicated  to  your  High  Mightinesses,  and  your 
assistance  and  direction  be  invoked,  whicii  tlie  Directors  aforesaid 
hereby  request.  Praying,  moreover,  that  your  High  Mightinesses, 
in  consideration  of  the  unrighteous  acts  of  violence  committed  by 
the  English  against  the  Company,  would  be  pleased  to  adopt  the 
most  suitable  and  effectual  measures  in  the  case. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES-GENERAL. 


TnuBSDAY,  20'"  December,  1662. 
Read  at  the  meeting  the  Beimonsirance  of  the  attending  Directors 
of  the  West  India  Company  of  these  parts,  respecting  the  boundary 
iu  New  Netherland,  and  the  wrong  done  them  by  the  English  na- 
tion. ,  "Which  being  considered  it  is  resolved  ami  concluded  that  the 
aforesaid  Remonstrance  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mess''"  Huy- 
gens  and  other  tlieir  High  Mightinesses'  Deputies  for  the  affairs  of 
the  West  India  Company,  to  examine,  investigate  and  report. 


EREEDOMS  AND  EXEMPTIONS  GRANTED  BY  THE 
BOARD  or  THE  NINETEEN  OF  THE  INCORPO- 
RATED WEST  INDIA  COMPANY,  TO  ALL  PATROONS, 
MASTERS  OR  PRIVATE  PERSONS  WHO  WILL  PLANT 
COLONIES  IN  NEW  NETHERLAND. 


I.  Such  members  of  the  said  Company  as  may  be  inclined  to  settle 
a  Colonic  in  New  Netlierlaiid,  shall  be  permitted  to  send  in  the 
shii)s  of  tliis  Company  going  thither,  three  or  four  persons  to  in- 
spect the  situation  of  the  country,  provided  that  they,  with  the 
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officers  and  ship's  company,  swear  to  the  articles,  so  far  as  they  re 
late  to  them,  and  pay  for  provisions  and  for  passage,  going  and  com- 
ing, six  stivers  per  diem;  and  such  as  desire  to  eat  in  the  cabin, 
twelve  stivers,  and  to  be  subordinate  and  give  assistance  like  others, 
in  cases  offensive  and  defensive;  and  if  any  shijjs  be  taken  from  tiie 
enemy,  tiiey  shall  receive,  pro  rata,  their  proi)ortions  with  the  ship's 
company,  each  accordhig  to  his  quality;  that  is  to  say,  the  colonists 
eating  out  of  the  cabin  sliall  be  rated  with  the  sailors,  and  those 
who  eat  in  the  cabin  with  those  of  the  Company's  servants  who  eat 
at  table  and  receive  the  lowest  wages. 

II.  Though,  in  this  respect^  shall  be  preferred  such  i)ersons  as 
have  first  appeared  and  desired  the  same  from  the  Company. 

III.  All  such  shall  be  acknowledged  Patroons  of  New  XeUierland 
who  shall,  within  the  space  of  four  years  next  after  they  have  given 
notice  to  any  of  the  Cliambers  of  the  Company  here,  or  to  the  Com- 
mander or  Council  there,  undertake  to  plant  a  Colonic  there  of  tifty 
souls,  upwards  of  fifteen  years  old;. one-fourth  part  within  one  year, 
and  within  three  >ears  after  the  sending  of  the  first,  making  to- 
gether four  years,  the  remainder,  to  tlie  full  number  of  fifty  per- 
sons, to  be  shipped  from  hence,  on  pain,  in  case  of  wilful  neglect, 
of  being  deprived  of  the  privileges  obtained;  but  it  is  to  be  ob- 
served that  the  Company  reserve  tlie  Island  of  the  Manhattes  to 
themselves. 

ly.  They  shall,  from  the  time  they  make  known  the  situiition  of 
the  places  where  they  propose  to  settle  Colonies,  have  tlie  jn-efer- 
ence  to  all  others  of  the  absolute  property  of  such  lands  as  they 
have  there  chosen ;  but  in  case  the  situation  should  not  afterwards 
please  them,  or  they  should  have  been  mistaken  as  to  the  quality  of 
the  land,  they  may,  after  remonstrating  concerning  the  same  to 
the  Commander  and  Council  there,  be  at  liberty  to  choose  another 
place. 

V.  The  Patroons,  by  virtue  of  their  power,  shall  and  may  be  per- 
mitted, at  such  places  as  they  shall  settle  their  Colonies,  to  ex- 
tend their  limits  four  leagues  along  the  sliore,  that  is,  on  one  side 
of  a  navigable  river,  or  two  leagues  on  each  side  of  a  river,  and  so 
far  into  the  country  as  the  situation  of  the  occupiers  will  permit ; 
provided  and  conditioned  that  the  Company  keep  to  themselves  the 
the  lands  lying  and  remaining  between  the  limits  of  Colonies,  to 
dispose  thereof,  Avlien  and  at  such  time  as  they  shall  thiuk  proper, 
in  such  manner  that  no  person  shall  be  allowed  to  come  within 
seven  or  eight  leagues  of  them  without  their  consent,  unless  the 
situation  of  the  land  thereabout  be  such  that  the  Commander  and 
Council,  for  good  reasons,  should  older  otherwise;  always  observing 
that  the  first  occupiers  are  not  to  be  prejudiced  in  the  right  they 
have  obtained,  other  than,  unless  the  service  of  the  Company  should 
require  it,  for  the  building  of  fortitications,  or  something  of  that 
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sort:  the  coiiuiiuikI  of  each  bay,  river  or  island,  of  the  first  settled 
Coloiiie.  reiuaiiiiiis.  moreover,  under  the  supreme  jurisdiction  of 
their  Ilitiii  ^Nliijiitinesses  the  i^tates-(Telleral  and  the  Comi)any:  but 
tiiat  on  the  next  Colonies  beinp:  settled  on  the  same  river  or  island, 
they  may.  in  conjunction  with  the  first,  ai)i)oint  one  or  more  Dei)u- 
ties  in  order  to  consider  what  may  be  necessary  for  the  jtrosperity 
of  the  Colonies  on  the  said  river  and  island. 

VI.  They  shall  forever  jiossess  and  enjoy  all  the  lands  lyinc:  with- 
in the  aforesaid  limits,  to,cj<:'ther  with  tlie  fruits,  riirlits,  minerals, 
rivers  and  fountains  tiieieof :  as  also  tlie  chief  command  and  lower 
jurisdictions,  fishiii};.  fowling  and  grinding,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
otheis.  to  be  holden  from  the  Company  as  ])erpetual  inheritance, 
without  it  ever  devolving-  again  to  tiie  Company,  and  in  case  it 
siiould  devolve,  to  be  redeemed  and  repossessed  with  twenty  guild- 
ers i^er  Colonie,  to  be  paid  to  this  Company,  at  the  Chamber  here 
or  to  their  Commander  there,  within  a  year  and  six  weeks  after  the 
same  occurs,  each  at  the  (/hainber  where  he  originally  sailed  from; 
and  further,  no  jjerson  or  persons  whatsoever  shall  be  i)rivileged 
to  fish  and  hunt  but  the  Patroons  and  sucli  as  they  shall  permit. 
And  in  case  any  one  sliould  in  time  ])rosper  so  much  as  to  found 
one  or  more  cities,  he  shall  have  i)Ower  and  authority  to  establish 
otticersand  magistrates  there,  and  to  make  use  of  the  title  of  his 
Colonie,  according  to  his  i)leasure  and  to  the  quality  of  the  ])erson. 

YII.  There  shall  likewise  l)e  granted  to  all  Patroons  who  shall 
desire  the  same,  venia  testandi,  or  liberty  to  dispose  of  their  afore- 
said heritage  ]>y  testament. 

YIII.  The  Patroons  may.  if  they  think  proper,  make  use  of  all 
lands,  rivers  and  woods  lying  contiguous  to  them,  for  and  during 
so  long  a  time  as  this  Company  shall  grant  them  to  other  Patroons 
or  piivate  persons. 

IX.  Those  who  shall  send  ))ersons  over  to  settle  Coh)nies.  shall 
furnish  them  with  proper  instructions  in  order  that  they  may  be 
ruled  and  governed  comformably  to  the  rule  of  government  made, 
or  to  be  made,  by  tiie  Board  of  the  Nineteen,  as  well  in  the  political 
as  in  the  judicial  government:  which  they  shall  be  obliged  first  to 
lay  before  the  Directors  of  tlie  respective  Chambers. 

X.  The  Patroons  and  colonists  shall  be  privileged  to  .send  their 
l>eoi)le  and  effects  t!iither.  in  ships  belonging  to  the  Comjiaiiy,  pro- 
vided they  take  the  oath,  and  ])ay  to  the  Company  for  bringing  over 
the  people,  as  mentioned  in  the  first  article  and  for  freight  of  the 
goods,  five  per  cent,  ready  money,  to  be  reckoned  on  the  prime  costs 
of  the  goods  here,  in  which  is,  lunvever,  not  to  be  included  such 
cattle  and  implements  as  are  necessary  for  the  cultivation  and  im- 
l)rovement  of  the  lands,  which  the  Company  are  to  carry  over  witii- 
out  any  reward,  if  there  is  room  in  their  ships.     But  the  Patroons 
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sliall,  at  their  own  expense,  provide  and  make  places  for  tliem,  to- 
getlier  with  everytliing  necessary  for  the  support  of  tlie  cattle. 

XI.  In  case  it  should  not  suit  tlie  Company  to  send  any  ships,  or 
there  should  be  no  room  in  those  sailing  thither,  then  the  .said  Pa- 
troons,  after  having  communicated  their  intentions,  and  after 
having  obtained  consent  from  the  Company  in  writing,  may  send 
their  own  ships  or  vessels  thither;  i)rovided  that,  in  going  or  com- 
ing, they  go  not  out  of  their  ordinary  course,  giving  security  to  the 
Company  for  tlie  same  and  taking  on  board  an  assistant,  to  be 
victualed  by  the  Patroons,  and  paid  his  monthly  wages  by  tlie  Com- 
pany, on  pain,  for  doing  the  contrary,  of  forfeiting  all  right  and 
property  they  have  obtained  to  the  Colonic. 

XII.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  intended  to  people  the  Island  of  the  Man- 
hattes  first,  all  fruits  and  wares  that  are  produced  on  the  lands  sit- 
uate on  tiie  North  river,  and  lying  thereabout,  shall,  for  the  present, 
be  brought  there  before  being  sent  elsewhere,  excepting  such  as  are, 
from  their  nature,  unnecessary  there,  or  such  as  cannot,  without 
great  loss  to  the  owner  thereof,  be  brought  tliere,  in  which  case  the 
owners  thereof  shall  be  obliged  to  give  timely  notice  in  writing  of 
tlie  difficulty  attending  the  same  to  the  Company  here,  or  the  Com- 
mander and  Council  tliere,  that  the  same  may  be  remedied  as  the 
necessity  thereof  shall  be  found  to  require. 

XIII.  All  the  Patroons  of  Colonies  in  New  Netherland,  and  of 
Colonies  on  the  Island  of  Manhattes  shall  be  at  liberty  to  sail  and 
traffic  all  along  the  coast,  from  Florida  to  Terra  Neuf,  provided  that 
they  do  again  return  with  all  such  goods  as  they  shall  get  in  trade 
to  the  Island  of  Manhattes,  and  pay  five  per  cent  duty  to  the  Com- 
pany, in  order,  if  possible,  that,  after  the  necessary  inventory  of  the 
goods  shipped  be  taken,  the  same  may  be  sent  hither.  And  if  it 
should  so  happen  that  they  could  not  return,  by  contrary  streams 
or  otherwise,  they  shall,  in  such  case,  not  be  permitted  to  bring 
such  goods  to  any  other  place  but  to  these  dominions,  in  order  that, 
under  the  inspection  of  the  Directors  of  the  place  where  they  may 
arrive,  they  may  be  unladen,  an  inventory  thereof  made,  and  the 
aforesaid  duty  of  five  per  cent  paid  to  the  Company  here,  on  pain, 
if  they  do  the  contrary,  of  the  forfeiture  of  their  goods  so  trafficked 
for,  or  the  real  value  thereof. 

XIV.  In  case  the  ships  of  the  Patroons,  in  going  to,  or  coming 
from,  or  sailing  on  the  coast  from  Florida  to  I'erra  Neuf,  and  no 
further,  without  our  grant,  should  overpower  any  prizes  of  the 
enemy,  they  shall  be  obliged  to  bring,  or  cause  to  be  brought,  such 
prize  to  the  Chamber  of  the  place  from  whence  they  sailed  out,  in 
order  to  be  rewarded  by  it ;  the  Comiiany  sliall  keep  the  one-third 
part  thereof,  and  the  remaining  two-thirds  shall  belong  to  them,  in 
consideration  of  the  cost  and  risk  they  have  been  at,  all  according 
to  tlie  orders  of  the  Company. 

31— Vol.  V. 
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XV.  It  shall  be  also  free  for  the  aforesaid  Patroous  to  tratlic  and 
trade  all  along  the  coast  of  Xew  Xetherland  and  places  circuni- 
jaceiit.  with  such  floods  as  are  consumed  there,  and  receive  in  return 
for  tliem  all  sorts  of  merchandise  that  may  be  had  there,  except 
beavers,  otters,  minks,  and  all  sorts  of  peltry,  which  trade  the  Com- 
pany reserve  to  themselves.  But  the  saine  shall  be  i)ermitted  at 
such  i)laces  where  the  Company  have  no  factories,  conditioned  that 
such  traders  shall  be  obliged  to  bring  all  the  peltry  they  can  procure 
to  the  Island  of  Manhattes,  in  case  it  may  be,  at  any  rate,  practica- 
ble, and  there  deliver  to  the  Director,  to  be  by  him  shipi.ed  hither 
with  the  ships  and  goods ;  or,  if  tliey  should  come  here  without  go- 
ing there,  then  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Company,  that  a  proi>er 
account  thereof  may  be  taken,  in  order  that  tliey  may  pay  to  the 
Company  one  guilder  for  each  merchantable  beaver  and  otter  skin  ; 
the  property,  risk  and  all  other  charges  remaining  on  account  of  tlie 
Patroons  or  owners. 

XVI.  All  coarse  wares  that  the  Colonists  of  the  Patroons  there 
shall  consume,  such  as  pitch,  tar,  weed-ashes,  wood,  grain,  tish,  salt, 
hearthstone  and  such  like  things  shall  be  conveyed  in  the  Company's 
ships,  at  the  rate  of  eighteen  guilders  per  last :  four  thousand  weight 
to  be  accounted  a  last,  and  tlie  Company's  shij/s  crew  sliall  be 
obliged  to  wheel  and  bring  the  salt  on  board,  whereof  ten  lasts  make 
a  hundred.  And,  in  case  of  the  want  of  ships,  or  room  in  the  ships, 
they  may  order  it  over,  at  their  own  cost,  in  ships  of  their  own,  and 
enjoy  in  these  dominions  such  liberties  and  benefits  as  the  Company 
have  granted  ;  but,  in  either  case,  they  shall  be  obliged  to  pay,  over 
and  above  the  duty  of  live  per  cent,  eighteen  guilders  for  each  hun- 
dred of  salt  that  is  carried  over  in  the  Comiiany's  ship  . 

X^'II.  For  all  wares  which  are  not  mentioned  in  the  forego- 
ing article,  and  which  are  not  carried  by  the  last,  there  shall  be 
paid  one  dollar  for  each  hundred  pounds  weight ;  and  for  wines, 
brandies,  verjuice  and  vinegar,  there  shall  be  paid  eighteen  guilders 
per  cask. 

XVIII.  The  Company  promises  the  colonists  of  the  Patroons  that 
they  shall  be  free  from  customs,  taxes,  excise,  imposts  or  any  other 
contributions  for  the  space  of  ten  years  ;  and  after  the  expiration  of 
the  said  ten  years,  at  the  highest,  such  customs  as  the  goods  pay 
here  for  the  present. 

XIX.  They  will  not  take  from  the  service  of  the  Patroons  any  of 
their  colonists,  either  man  or  woman,  son  or  daugliter,  man-servant 
or  maid-servant ;  and,  thougli  any  of  these  should  desire  the  same, 
they  will  not  receive  them,  much  less  permit  them  to  leave  their 
Patroons.  and  enter  into  the  service  of  another,  unless  on  consent 
obtained  from  their  Patroons  in  writing,  and  this  for  and  during  so 
many  years  as  they  are  bound  to  their  Patroons  ;  after  the  expira- 
tion whereof,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  Patroons  to  send  hither 
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all  such  colonists  as  will  not  continue  in  their  service,  wiio  until 
then  shall  not  enjoy  their  liberty.  And  any  colonist  who  shall  leave 
the  service  of  his  Patroon,  and  enter  into  tlie  service  of  another,  or 
shall,  contrary  to  liis  contract,  leave  his  service,  Ave  promise  to  do 
everything  in  our  power  to  apprehend  and  deliver  the  same  into  the 
liands  of  his  Patroon  or  attorney,  that  lie  may  be  proceeded  against 
according  to  the  customs  of  this  country,  as  occasion  may  require. 

XX.  Prom  all  judgments  given  by  the  Courts  of  the  Patroons  for 
upwards  of  fifty  guilders,  there  may  be  an  appeal  to  the  Company's 
Commander  and  Council  in  New  Netherland. 

XXI.  In  regard  to  such  i)rivate  persons  as  on  their  own  account, 
or  others  in  the  service  of  their  masters  here  (not  enjoying  the  same 
privileges  as  the  Patroons),  shall  be  inclined  to  go  thitlier  and  settle, 
they  shall,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Director  and  Council  there, 
be  at  liberty  to  take  up  and  take  possession  of  as  mucli  land  as  tliey 
shall  be  able  properly  to  improve,  and  shall  enjoy  the  same  in  full 
property  either  for  themselves  or  masters. 

XXII.  They  shall  have  free  liberty  of  hunting  and  fowling,  as 
well  by  water  as  by  land,  generally,  and  in  public  and  private  woods 
and  rivers  about  their  Colonies,  according  to  the  orders  of  the 
Director  and  Council. 

XXIII.  "Whosoever,  whether  colonists  of  Patroons  for  their  Pa- 
troons, or  free  persons  for  themselves,  or  others  for  their  masters, 
shall  discover  any  shores,  bays  or  other  fit  places  for  erecting  fisher- 
ies, or  the  making  of  salt  ponds,  they  may  take  possession  thereof, 
and  begin  to  work  on  them  as  their  own  absolute  property,  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  others.  And  it  is  consented  to  that  the  Patroons  of 
colonists  may  send  ships  along  the  coast  of  New  Netherland,  on  the 
cod  fishery,  and  with  the  fish  they  catch,  trade  to  Italy  or  other 
neutral  countries,  paying  in  such  cases  to  the  Company  a  duty  of 
six  guilders  per  last ;  and  if  they  should  come  with  their  lading 
hither,  tliey  shall  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  to  Italy,  though  they  shall 
not,  under  pretext  of  this  consent,  or  leave  fi'om  the  Company, 
carry  any  goods  there,  on  pain  of  arbitrary  punishment,  and  it  re- 
maining in  the  breast  of  the  Company  to  put  a  supercargo  on  board 
each  ship,  as  in  the  eleventii  article. 

XXIY.  In  case  any  of  the  colonists  should,  by  his  industry  and 
diligence,  discover  any  minerals,  precious  stones,  crystals,  marbles 
or  such  like,  or  any  pearl  fishery,  the  same  shall  be  and  remain  the 
property  of  the  Patroon  or  Patroons  of  such  Colonie,  giving  and 
ordernig  the  discoverer  such  premium  as  the  Patroon  shall  before- 
hand have  stipulated  with  such  colonists  by  contract.  And  the 
Patooons  shall  be  exempted  from  the  payment  of  duty  to  the  Com- 
pany for  the  term  of  eight  years,  and  pay  only  for  freight,  to  bring 
them  over,  two  per  cent,  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  aforesaid 
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eight  years,  for  duty  and  freight,  the  one-eighth  part  of  what  tlie 
same  may  he  worth. 

XXV.  The  Company  will  take  all  the  colonists,  as  well  free  as 
those  that  are  in  service,  under  their  protection,  and  them  defend 
against  all  foreign  and  domestic  wars  and  powers,  with  the  forces 
they  have  there,  as  much  as  lies  in  their  power. 

XXVI.  Whosoever  shall  settle  any  Colonie  out  of  the  limits  of 
the  Manhattes  Island,  shall  be  obliged  to  satisfy  the  Indians  for  the 
land  they  shall  settle  upon,  and  they  may  extend  or  enlarge  the 
limits  of  their  Colonies  if  tiiey  settle  a  in-oportionate  number  of 
colonists  thereon. 

XXVII.  The  Patroons  and  colonists  shall  in  pirticular,  and  in 
the  speediest  manner,  endeavor  to  find  out  ways  and  means  where- 
by they  may  support  a  Minister  and  Schoolmaster,  that  thus  the 
service  of  God  and  zeal  for  religion  may  not  grow  cool  and  be  neg- 
lected among  them,  and  they  shall,  for  the  first,  procure  a  Comforter 
of  the  sick  there. 

XXVIII.  The  Colonies  that  shall  happen  to  lie  on  the  respective 
rivers  or  islands  (that  is  to  say,  each  river  or  island  for  itself),  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  appoint  a  Deputy,  who  shall  give  information  to  the 
Commander  and  Council  of  that  Western  quarter,  of  all  things  re- 
la.ing  to  liis  Colonie.  and  further  matters  relating  thereto,  of  which 
Deputies  there  shall  be  one  altered  or  changed  in  every  two  years; 
and  all  Colonies  sliall  be  obliged,  at  least  once  in  every  twelve 
months,  to  make  exact  report  of  tlieir  condition  and  of  the  lands 
thereabout  to  the  Commander  and  Council  there,  in  order  to  be 
transmitted  hither. 

XXIX.  The  colonists  shall  not  be  permitted  to  make  any  woolen. 
linen  or  cotton  cloth,  nor  weave  any  other  stulfs  there,  on  pain  of 
being  banished,  and  as  perjurers,  to  be  arbitrarily  i)unished. 

XXX.  The  Company  will  use  their  endeavors  to  supply  the  colo- 
nists with  as  many  Blacks  as  they  conviently  can,  on  the  conditions 
hereafter  to  be  made,  in  such  manner,  however,  that  they  shall  be 
bound  to  do  it  for  a  longer  time  than  they  shall  think  proper. 

XXXI.  The  Company  promise  to  finish  tlie  fort  on  the  Island  of 
the  Manhattes,  and  to  put  it  in  a  posture  of  defence  without  delay. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES-GENERAL. 


Monday,  2P'  January,  1664. 
Read  to  the  Assembly  a  certain  Remonstrance  of  the  Directors  of 
the  General  Incorporated  West  India  Company  of  this  country,  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Colonie  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  in  New 
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Netlierland,  and  the  Deputies  from  tlie  General  Assembly  {lanclts 
vergaderinge)  in  New  Netlierland,  containing  a  continuance  of  the 
complaints  against  the  unlawful  proceedings  to  which  the  English 
have,  for  some  time  smce,  had  recourse  against  them,  praying  tl)at 
provision  be  made  in  their  premises.  Which  being  considered,  it 
is  resolved  and  concluded  tliat  the  aforesaid  Remonstrance  be  i)laced 
in  the  hands  of  Mess''"  Huygens  and  other  their  High  Mightinesses' 
Deputies  for  tlie  affairs  of  the  West  India  Company,  to  inspect,  ex- 
amine and  investigate  the  retroacta;  verbally  to  hear  and  listen  to 
the  Petitioners  or  their  Attorneys,  and  among  the  rest,  Johan 
Tayspil,  Commissioner  and  Director  of  the  Colonie  wliich  the  city 
of  Amsterdam  hath  planted  on  the  South  river  in  New  Netlierland 
aforesaid,  and  to  report  thereupon. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES-GENERAL. 


Wednesday,  2S^  January,  1664. 

Heard  the  report  of  Mess"  Huygens  and  other  their  High  Might- 
inesses' Deputies  for  the  affairs  of  the  West  India  Company,  having, 
pursuant  to  their  resolutions  of  the  20"^  December  last  and  the  21*^ 
inst.,  inspected  and  examined  the  iterated  Remonstrances  of  the 
Directors  of  the  aforesaid  West  India  Company,  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Colonie  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  in  New  Netherland,  and 
the  Deputies  of  tlie  General  Assembly  in  New  Netherland.  contain- 
ing a  continuation  of  the  complaints  respecting  the  unlawful  pro- 
ceedings to  which  the  English  there  have,  for  some  time  past,  had 
recourse  ;  praying  that  provisi(m  may  be  made  in  the  premises  ;  also, 
that  the  retroacta  be  examined,  the  Remonstrants,  or  tl)eir  Attor- 
neys and,  among  the  rest,  John  Tayspil,  Commissioner  and  Director 
of  the  Colonie  planted  by  the  city  of  Amsterdam  on  the  South  river, 
in  New  Netherland,  be  verbally  heard.  Which,  being  considered,  it 
is  resolved  and  concluded,  that  the  Ambassador  to  be  soon  sent  to 
reside  at  the  Court  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  shall  inter  alia  be 
given  in  command,  there  to  urge  and  insist,  with  all  earnestness  and 
zeal,  on  the  determination  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  En- 
glish and  the  said  West  India  Company  in  New  Netherland,  for  the 
prevention  of  all  troubles  and  alienations  which  otherwise  are  to  be 
apprehended. 

Secondly.  In  respect  to  the  subjects  of  the  State,  and  in  order  to 
retain  them  meanwhile  in  obedience,  that  an  act  under  the  Great 
Seal  shall  be  granted  to  the  West  India  Company,  containing  and 
defining  the  limits  of  New  Netherland,  provisionally,  agreeably  to 
the  provisional  Boundary  determined  between  both  governments  in 
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the  year  1650.  and  approved  and  ratified  by  their  IIi.<rli  Misfhtinesses 
on  the  123'  February,  1656,  until  further  negotiation  witli  the  said 
King :  saving  and  without  prejudice  to  the  right  which  the  aforesaid 
West  India  Company  claims,  by  virtue  of  its  charter  and  subsequent 
discovery  and  possession  of  New  Netherland,to  the  Fresh  river  and 
other  places  situate  there,  without  the  limits  aforesaid. 

Thirdly.  That  all  the  towns  and  itlaces  lying  within  tlie  limits 
aforesaid,  shall  be  written  to  :  both  those  wliich  have  already  betaken 
themselves  under  the  authority  of  the  Englisli,  and  sucii  as  have 
been  notitied  .so  to  do ;  that  the  former  sliall  return  under  tlie  obedi- 
ence of  their  High  Mightinesses,  and  the  latter  remaiii  under  it,  on 
pain  of  ijicurring  their  High  Mightinesses' indignation,  and  of  being 
ininished  as  they,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  affairs,  shall  find 
titting. 

Fourthly.  That  tlie  aforesaid  unlawful  iiroceedings  shall  be  com- 
municated to  the  King  by  letter,  with  a  serious  request  that  his 
Majesty  may  be  graciously  pleased  to  issue  orders  in  America  at  the 
earliest  moment,  for  the  immediate  restoration  of  the  towns  and 
])laces  in  New  Netherland  invaded  by  his  subjects,  within  the  afore- 
said limits,  and  for  the  cessation  of  all  further  usurpations ;  also,  that 
they  regulate  themselves  precisely  according  to  the  aforementioned 
])rovisional  Boundary,  until  as  above,  a  pertinent  Boundary  shall  be 
concluded  and  determined  on  for  those  parts  between  his  Majesty 
and  their  HiLjli  Miglitinesses. 


ORDER  CONCERNING  THE  DIVISION  OF  BOUNDARIES 
IN  NEW  NETHERLAND. 


The  States-General  of  the  United  Netherlands.  To  all  who  shall 
hear  or  see  these.  Health: — Be  it  known.  Whereas,  for  divers  and 
weighty  reasons,  We  thought  ])roper,  in  the  year  1()21.  to  erect  and 
establish,  in  our  country,  a  company  called  the  West  India  Com- 
pany, through  the  same  alone,  and  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others,  to 
resort  and  trade  to  the  coasts  and  countries  of  Africa,  from  the 
Troi)ic  of  Cancer  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hoi)e.  and  the  Countries  of 
America,  or  the  AVest  Indies,  from  the  south  end  of  Terra  Nova 
through  the  Straits  of  ^lagellan  and  La  Maire.  or  other  passages  and 
straits  situate  thereabout,  unto  the  Strait  of  Angan.  as  well  on  the 
North  as  South  .sea.  and  all  islands  lying  on  the  one  and  the  other 
side  and  betwixt  both,  and  extending  to  the  Australian  or  southern 
countries,  and  lying  between  both  Meridians,  including,  in  the  east, 
the  Cajte  of  Good  Hopeand  in  the  west,  tlie  east  end  of  New  Guinea. 
Granthig,  by  the  second  article  of  the  Charter  of  the  3' of  June, 


COLONIES  OX  THE  DELAWARE.  487 

1621,  given  to  them  under  Our  great  senl,  further  and  more  particu- 
larly, that  they,  in  Our  name  and  by  Our  authority  may.  witliin  the 
aforesaid  limits,  make  and  conclude  contracts,  treaties  and  alliances 
with  the  Princes  and  Natives  of  the  countries  contained  therein, 
erect  fortresses  and  strongholds  there,  appoint,  remove  and  dismiss 
Governors,  soldiers  and  officers  of  justice  necessary  for  all  other 
requisite  services,  for  the  conservation  of  the  places,  the  main- 
tenance of  good  order,  police  and  justice,  together  with  tlie  promo- 
tion of  trade,  and  others  in  their  places  to  appoint,  according  as  the 
same  shall  be  found  proper,  and  especially  as  it  may  best  promote 
the  peopling  of  fruitful  and  uninhabited  countries;  and  the  afore- 
said company  having,  from  the  beginning,  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid 
charter,  in  conformity  with  Our  sincere  intention,  established  their 
])opulation  and  colonists  on  the  coast  of  America,  in  tiie  country 
called  New  Netherland,  notwithstanding  whicli  some  persons  evil 
disposed  towards  our  .State  and  the  said  company,  endeavor  to  mis- 
represent Our  good  and  honest  meaning,  as  the  same  is  contained  in 
the  said  charter,  as  if  We  had  privileged  tlie  said  company  only  to 
trade  within  the  said  limits,  and  not  to  colonize  nor  to  plant  settle- 
ments, nor  take  posssssion  of  lands,  calling  the  company's  right 
thereto  in  question. 

Wlierefore  We,  being  desirotis  to  assure  all,  each,  and  every  one 
whom  it  may  concern,  of  our  intention  in  tiie  aforesaid  Octroy, 
herein'  declare  Our  meaning  well  and  truly  to  have  been  and  still  to 
be,  that  the  aforesaid  company  was  and  is  still  empowered  to  estalj- 
lish  colonies  and  settlements  on  lands  unoccupied  by  others,  witliin 
the  limits  aforesaid,  and  particularly  that  the  same  (for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  right  which  devolved  on  them  in  virtue  of  the  afore- 
said charter,  by  discovery  and  occupation  of  the  Fresh  river  and 
other  places  in  New  Netherland,  situated  more  easterly,  even  unto 
Cape  Cod,  and  from  Cape  Hinlopen  and  fifteen  leagues  further 
south,  along  the  coast)  could,  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  granted 
Charter  provisionally,  and  until  further  agreement  on  a  settled 
Boundaiy  between  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  Us,  adjust  their 
limits  conformably  to  the  provisional  division  and  Boundary  con- 
cluded in  America  between  both  governments  in  the  year  1650,  and 
ratified  by  Us  on  the  22''  February,  1656,  which  shall  be  as  follows, 
to  wit :  On  the  main  land  from  the  west  side  of  Greenwich  bay,  be- 
ing about  four  miles  from  Stamford,  and  also  to  run  inland  in  a 
northerly  direction  twenty  miles,  provided  it  approach  not  within 
ten  miles  of  tlie  Nortli  river.  And  further  on  Long  Island,  from 
the  west  side  of  (_)yster  bay  in  a  straigiit  li.ie  south  unto  the  sea.  re- 
maining by  provision  and  in  conformity  as  before,  the  east  part  of 
the  aforesaid  island  to  the  English,  and  the  west  side  to  the  West 
India  Company  and  the  inhabitants  of  this  country. 

Wherefore  We  request  all  Emperors,  Kings,  Republics,  Princes, 
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Potentates,  Friends  and  Allies  of  this  State,  or  Neutrals,  to  allow 
the  aforesaid  West  India  Conii)any  to  enjoy  and  possess  the  afore- 
said limits  in  jteace  and  quietness,  which  We  shall  freely  reciprocate 
towards  them  on  suitable  occasions.  We  further  expressly  and 
strictly  charge  and  command  all,  each,  and  every  person  in  Our 
service,  and  under  Our  obedience,  and  esjjecially  the  inhabitants 
within  the  aforesaid  limits,  punctually  and  precisely  to  regulate 
themselves  according  to  the  tenor  of  this,  Our  acte,  without  oppo- 
sition, or  acting  or  allowing  others  to  act  contrary  thereto,  on  pain 
of  incurring  Our  highest  indignation  and  displeasure,  and  being, 
consequently,  punished  as  contraveners  of  Our  commands,  accord- 
ing as  the  exigency  of  affairs  shall  demand. 

Given  at  the  Ilagne,  under  Our  great  seal,  the  paraphure  and  sig- 
nature of  Our  Clerk,  on  the  23'  January,  16(54. 


DIRECTOR-GENERAL    AND    COUNCIL    OF    NEW 

NETHERLAND  TO  THE  CHAMBER 

AT  AMSTERDAM. 


Honorahh,  Wise,  Prudent  and  Eight  Honorable  : 

We  find  unanswered  by  us  your  Honors'  letters,  the  first  dated 
28'"  of  June  of  last  year,  sent  with  the  goods  shipped  on  board  the 
Vcryulde  Star,  wherein  nothing  further  remains  to  be  answered  than 
that  the  few  goods  that  vessel  contained  on  the  Company's  account, 
according  to  the  invoice,  were  duly  received.  To  our  great  incon- 
venience, and  the  greater  disaccommodation  of  the  almost  bare  and 
naked  soldiers,  we  have  seen  nothing  of  the  cloths  and  stuffs  from 
Curasao  for  the  clothing  of  this  garrison,  which  were  expected  ac- 
cording to  advice. 

Secondly.  We  received  from  the  South  river,  on  the  22'^  December 
last,  your  Honors' letter  by  the  ship  the  Purmcrlander  Kerck,  dated 
IV^  September,  wherein  you  have  been  i)leased  to  communicate  to 
us  the  conveyance  of  that  river  to  the  Worshipf"  government  of  the 
city  of  Amsterdam.  The  condition  of  the  conveyance,  viz.,  that  no 
one  is  to  be  at  liberty  to  trade  there  for  the  future,  hath  excited  no 
little  commotion  among  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  and  no  less,  as 
we  afterwards  were  informed,  among  the  peoi)le  there,  both  Dutcli 
and  Swedes,  who  have  lived  in  those  i)arts  a  great  many  years.  God 
gra)it  that  no  further  troubles  and  conmiotion  result  therefrom,  for 
reasons  submitted  to  your  Honors  more  fully  and  circumstantially 
in  our  long  despatch  dated  23'  August,  and  forwarded  by  the  ship 
Boosehoont.    Tiie  present  embarrassing  position  in  wliich  we  and 
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these  good  people  are  placed,  does  not  in  any  wise  permit  ns  to  in- 
dulge i:i  any  discussions. 2»'o  or  con.,  about  the  matter,  but  to  com 
mend  the  result  to  the  most  gracious  God,  lieartily  praying  that  it 
may  tiu'n  out  well.  Your  Honors'  order  for  the  conveyance  and 
cessit)n  of  that  river  has  been  punctually  followed  and  obeyed,  cer- 
tainly, as  far  as  the  winter  season  hath  permitted ;  and  wliatever 
deficiency  may  have  occurred  on  account  of  the  winter,  was  without 
fail  made  good  at  the  proper  time. 

Shortly  after  this  we  received  your  Honors'  favor  of  the  27""  Sep- 
tember, dispatched  by  the  ship  Statipi,  which  contains,  for  the  most 
part,  what  you  had  recommended  in  tlie  foregoing  one  respecting 
the  conveyance  of  the  South  river;  but  is  extended  somewhat 
further  by  your  Honors'  si)eculations  on  the  complaints  of  some 
Netherland  merchants  already,  as  we  are  informed  from  another 
quarter,  referred  to  vour  Honors  and  which  were  to  have  been  re- 
ferred here  also,  in  case  matters  of  greater  importance,  the  total  ruin 
of  this  your  Honors'  Province  and  so  many  hundred  families,  did 
not  supervene.  That  also  is  the  reason,  then,  of  our  postponing, 
for  the  present  time,  any  answer  to  your  Honors'  letter ;  wherefore 
we  do  not  anticipate  nor  appreliend  tlie  least  dissatisfaction  from 
the  Right  Worshipful  government  of  the  city.  Deferring,  then,  this 
and  many  other  matters  of  minor  concernment  to  a  more  favorable 
time  and  opportunity,  we  shall,  to  be  brief,  come,  in  process  of  time, 
to  your  Honors',  liowever  acceptable,  still  to  us  critical,  letters  of 
the  16'"  and  30"'  October  of  last  year,  received  some  S  {a  .  lu  days 
ago  by  the  ship  St.  Pietcr,  after  having  premised  some  short  but 
neeaful  information  relative  to  tlie  continuance  of  the  proceedings 
and  encroachments  of  the  English  on  this  your  Honors'  Province. 

In  our  last,  by  the  ship  St.  Jacobs  duplicate  whereof  accompanies 
this,  we  have  stated  and  plainly  shown,  among  other  things,  that 
although  w^e  should  cede  AVestchester  and  the  English  townis  on 
Long  Island  to  the  Colony  of  Hartford,  it  would  not  satisfy  the 
latter.  Tlie  proof  and  effect  tliereof  manifested  themselves  shortly 
after  the  dispatch  of  our  letter;  for,  some  English  both  from  the 
East  end  of  Long  Island  and  from  Gravesend,  did  secretly  cross 
over  the  North  river  to  the  Newesings,  lying  behind  Rensselaers 
hook,  and  there  endeavored  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land,  which  tliey 
did  afterwards,  contrary  to  our  express  command,  buy  from  the 
natives,  according  to  the  declarations  of  themselves  and  of  some 
Indians,  with  the  firm  deteriuination  of  settling  there,  contrary  to 
our  will  and  pleasure,  also,  notwithstanding  the  most  and  best  of 
the  land  had  been  bouglit  and  paid  for  by  us  over  10  («  .  12  years  ago, 
as  appears  by  the  authentic  deeds  thereof  in  existence.  What  w^e 
have  done  in  opposition  to  tliose  encroachments,  your  Honors  can 
learn  from  the  Appendix,  N"  .  .  ,  and  furtlier  perceive  what  an  un- 
fair demand  the  Indians  shortly  after  made  against  us  for  a  parcel 
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of  land  reniaiiiiDii  yet  unsold.  .Some  blankets  and  cloths  had  been 
ffiveii  them  formerly  on  that  account,  on  condition  that  they  sliould 
not  sell  any  laud  here  to  others  than  your  Honors'  servants,  which 
they  promised,  as  appears  by  their  sig^natures  made  in  Court  in 
presence  of  divers  witnesses.  The  aforesaid  Appendix  [contains] 
the  declaration  they  made  and  their  subsequent  demand.  If  your 
Honors  correctly  consider  these,  you  will  be  able  to  understand  and 
])erceive  from  them  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  buy  and  i)ay  for 
those  still  uni>urchased  lands,  unless  there  be  sent  for  that  jiurpose 
nearly  a  carjio  of  croods,  assorted  as  they  ask,  amountin;?  to  the  sura 
ol  about  rt. 4.000  for  so  small  a  i)arcel  of  land,  the  best  of  whicli  has 
been  already  bouc^ht  and  paid  for.  Hence,  then,  is  to  be  inferred, 
in  addition  to  other  injin-ious  consequences,  how  wickedly  the  bar- 
barians are  stirred  iip  against  us  and  what  injurioiis  practices  have 
been  resorted  to  by  our  neighbors  to  oust  your  Honors  and  your 
good  subjects  from  this  their  conquest. 

If  your  Honors  will  further  i)lease  to  allow  your  eyes  to  run  over 
the  Api)endix  N"  4,  whicli  is  a  daily  record,  with  the  addition  of  a 
Deduction  and  Ilemonstrance  of  the  Dutch  towns  on  Long  Island, 
and  the  proofs  thereunto  Ijelonging,  against  the  conduct  of  one  Caj)- 
tain  John  Schot,  President,  as  he  styles  himself  or  allows  himself 
to  be  styled,  of  the  rebellous  troop  of  over  150  horse  and  foot,  your 
Honors  will  be  able  clearly  to  conclude  that,  not  content  with  tlie 
English  towns  on  Long  Island  only,  but  coveting  all  Long  Island, 
yea.  the  entire  Province  of  New  Netherland.  tlieir  intolerable  men- 
aces have  no  otlier  object  than  to  get  our  blood  and  that  of  our  people 
up,  and  in  a  manner  to  drive  us  to  some  immediate  opposition  and 
resistance,  or  to  have  but  one  of  tiieir  men  wounded,  imprisoned 
or  in  any  way  ill  treated,  in  order  therefrom  to  create  a  pretext  to 
fall  with  a  larger  force  on  our  people,  to  i)lunder  and  despoil  them 
of  all  their  i)roperty :  all  which  more  fully  appears  from  the  afore- 
said daily  record  and  pai)ers  annexed  theretunto.  We  judge  a  dupli- 
cate account  thereof  to  be  unnecessary,  and  shall  once  more  merely 
request  and  Ijeseech  your  Honors  to  be  pleased  to  take  into  serious 
consideration  what  your  faithful  servants  have  so  repeatedly  in 
many  and  divers  letters,  for  a  great  number  of  j'ears.  V)ut  especially 
last  year,  by  the  Bousebomn  and  Bontekue,  remonstrated,  advised, 
requested  and  i)rayed  on  this  subject,  and  not  only  your  Honors' 
faithful  subjects,  but  also  your  loyal  subjects,  now  again  make 
known  and  request,  to  wit :  Prompt  and  immediate  settlement  of 
the  Boundary,  or  effectual  and  immediate  reinforcement  of  shijis 
and  men,  of  such  quality  and  (pianity  as  your  Honors,  in  your  more 
clear-sighted  judgment,  will  deem  projter,  sullicient  and  tit  to  oi)pose 
the  neighbors'  tlu'eatening  force.  Otherwise  we  shall  once  more 
hold  and  declare  ourselves,  before  your  Honors  and  all  whom  it 
mav  concern,  blameless  and  guiltless  of  all  f  urtiier  damage,  mischief 
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and  losses  consequent  hereupon,  if  we,  your  Honors'  faithful  and 
obedient  servants,  are  not,  upon  such  reiterated  remonstrances, 
letters  and  petitions,  seasonably  seconded  and  advised  how  we  are 
to  govern  and  comport  ourselves,  in  this  critical  conjuncture,  against 
such  violent  usurpers.  Up  to  the  present  time.  God  be  praised,  not 
a  drop  of  blood  has  been  shed,  but  little  damage  done,  and  we  have 
not  been  dei)rived  of  anything,  nor  lost  a  foot  of  ground  which  an 
equal  force  cannot  recover  and  retrieve,  if  no  worse  mishap  be  ap- 
prehended or  looked  for.  And  tiiis,  then,  alone  was  and  is  still  the 
chief  reason  why  we  have  exhibited  so  much  patience  in  tlie  matter, 
certainly  until  we  should  hear  and  understand  from  your  Honors 
what  assistance  we  have  to  hope  and  exjiect,  under  God,  from  your 
Honors,  or  on  your  solictation  from  tlieir  High  Miglitinesses. 

We  are  sorely  perplexed  by  your  Honors'  two  last  letters  received 
by  the  ship  St.  Pieter,  first,  in  regard  to  not  answering  our  previous 
letter,  transmitted  by  the  ships  Furmerlander  Kerch  and  Etickeboom, 
under  date  W^  May,  nor  the  last,  dated  2:6'^  August,  sent  by  the 
ship  lioosebootn,  both  duly  received  as  your  last  intimates,  your 
Honors  excusing  your  not  answering  tliem  and  deferring  doing  so 
to  the  next  opportunity,  on  account  of  the  want  of  time.  This 
grieves  and  perplexes  us,  yea,  makes  us  almost  despair  of  any  aid 
or  assistance,  and  renders  us  utterly  hopeless,  the  rather,  as  the  ship 
Purmer lander  Kerch,  by  which  your  Honors,  yourselves,  say  the 
necessary  settlement  of  the  Boundary  has  been  so  repeatedly  recom- 
mended, had  arrived  home  about  1-4  ((/  15  weeks  before  the  dispatch 
of  your  last,  as  appears  by  your  Honors'  letter  bearing  date  27'" 
September,  received  by  the  ship  Statin.  And,  in  regard  to  our  very 
long  letter  dated  the  23'''^  August,  which  w^ent  hence  by  t!ie  Roose- 
booin,  it  is  to  be  inferred,  from  a  private  letter  dated  'IS''^  November, 
written  by  a  member  of  your  Honors'  Board  to  the  General  by  the 
ship  St.  Pieter,  in  answer  to  his;  also,  from  the  report  of  the  pas- 
sengers -who  have  arrived,  that  the  ships  Rooseboovi  and  Gulden 
Arent  had  reached  home  about  7  weeks  before  the  St.  Picter  had 
sailed.  During  that  time  some  reinforcement,  were  it  but  2.5.  30  @ 
40  men,  assuredly  some  supplies  of  necessary  goods  and  munitions 
of  war  might  have  been  prepared  and  sent :  at  least  one  letter  of 
advice  and  council  been  dispatched  as  to  how  your  Honors'  faithful, 
forsaken  and  almost  hopeless  servants  and  subjects  should  govern 
themselves  in  this  so  perilous  a  conjuncture,  and  whether  they  had 
to  expect  any  aid,  assistance  and  consolation  to  animate  and  en- 
courage them.  Yea,  your  Honors  certainly  intimate,  by  your  who 
expressions,  dated  Jl"'  November,  by  way  of  the  South  river,  per 
the  Purmerlander  Ktrch,  viz:  After  the  conclusion  of  the  peace 
between  this  State  and  England  had  prevented  the  Englisli  execut- 
ing, by  force  of  arms,  their  design  as  to  the  conquest  of  New  Neth- 
erland,  which  had  been  disclosed  for  some  years  past,  we  could  for 
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a  loii!?  time  perceive  that  they  have  resorted  to  other  means,  such 
as  creeping  in,  from  which  tliey  were  cut  off  by  the  aforesaid  peace, 
&c. ;  as  well  as  by  the  language  wiiich  follows,  besides  many  other 
expressions  that  your  Honors,  in  addition  to  our  so  repeated  remon- 
strances, solicitations  and  Informations,  have  had  sufficient  time 
and  notilication  regarding  the  threats  against  us,  and  what  we  had 
certainly  to  expect  from  that  quarter,  and  on  that  account  alone 
was  it  sufficiently  requisite  and  necessary  to  send  some  relief  to 
anxious  and  almost  despairing  subjects,  and  some  advice  to  your 
Honors'  faitliful  servants,  wliereupon  to  depend  or  whereby  to  reg- 
ulate tliemselves. 

Of  no  less  importance  and  anxiety  is  your  Honors'  advice  and 
l)ostscript  regarding  the  secret  expedition  fitted  out  in  Sweden  under 
the  command  of  the  Swedish  Vice-Admiral,  Hendrick  Gerritsen,  a 
person  well  acquainted  with  the  coast  of  New  Netherland,  inasmuch 
as  he  was  emi)loyed  here  in  the  year  1641  with  the  ship  jyeptunis 
from  Cura9ao.  And  from  this  consideration,  the  more  important 
is  it  that  wliat  your  Honors  recommend  and  order  us  about  the  de- 
livery of  the  Company's  cannon  wliich  consists  of  only  2  (a  3  small 
pieces  capable  of  doing  put  fritting  execution,  should  be  carefully 
attended  to  on  tlie  South  river ;  and  that  th^  warning  of  the  city's  ser- 
vants circulated  all  around  both  by  land  and  water  on  tlie  first  fair 
weather,  but  we  are  fearful  it  will  avail  but  little  if  matters  turn 
out  as  your  Honors  advise  ;  viz.,  that  there  is  a  Swedish  ship  of  32 
guns  and  anotlier  of  8  (a  10,  manned,  in  addition  to  the  custom- 
ary crew,  by  2UU  and  more  soldiers  wlio  were  taken  on  board  in 
passing  tlie  Sound.  If  tliis  be  as  your  Honors  represent,  'tis  to 
be  feared  that  the  city's  servants  and  colonists  there  will  offer  but 
feeble  resistance  to  that  force,  augmented  by  the  Swedes  and  Fins 
heretofore  settled  there  and  recently  arrived  in  the  Purmerlander 
Kerk,  who,  we  are  informed,  number,  in  all.  about  200,  at  least  180 
able  bodied  and  resolute  Carls ;  when  the  latter  are  reinforced  by 
the  other  200  and  tlie  usual  crew  of  the  ships,  because  we  are  already 
informed,  to  our  sorrow,  of  some  new  troubles  and  dissatisfaction 
between  the  city's  servants  and  the  old  colonists,  which  we,  for 
reasons,  omit  particularizing.  From  the  aforesaid  and  many  other 
circumstances  'tis  greatly  to  be  feared,  in  case  both  those  ships  liave  a 
design  on,  or  liereafter  aim  at,  tliat  river  that,  the  Hou''''^  Company 
will  be  dispossessed  of  that  fertile  part  of  New  Netherland,  and  the 
Worship"  Regents  frustrated  in  the  expenses  they  have  incurred, 
which  may  the  All  merciful  God  forfeiid.  In  case  the  unexpected  at- 
tack be  undertaken  and  tlie  worst  happen,  we  run  the  more  danger  of 
our  malignant  neighbors  of  the  North  being  the  earlier  and  more  en- 
couraged to  commence  their  intended  machinations  against  us  from 
the  otlier  side,  esteeming  us  wholly  shut  out  from,  and  abandoned 
by,  all  help  from  Fatherland,  which  tlie  best  affected  are  api)rehen- 
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sive  of  and  others  luvve  sulficiently  belled  around  in  the  worst  way 
iea  1   excites  in  ourselves  a  strange  emotion  that  your  Honors  and 
the  Worshipful  Commissioners  over  the  city's  Oolonie  have  had 
such  long  and  particular  knowledge  and  information  of  this  med- 
itated expedition,  and  did  not,  conjointly,  immediately  and  instantly 
request  and  apply  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  residing  at  Am- 
sterdam, for  a  man-of-war,  sufficiently  powerful  and  fit  to  counter- 
act  so  ruinous  a  design  :  the  rather  as  we  have  heretofore,  on  this 
aiid  similar  occasions,  frequently  observed  and  clearly  shown  to  your 
Honors :  Whosoever  is  master  of  the  river  by  water  is,  consequently, 
01  soon  will  be,  master  of  its  weak  fort  and  garrison.     Your  Honors 
have  an  instance  of  this  i n  your  own  vigorous  expedition  in  the  year 
16oo,  in  the  ship  Waegh.  when  we  were  recommended  and  ordered 
to  recover  possession  of  the  river;  40  soldiers  were  put  on  board 
that  ship,  carrying  34  guns,  the  ordinary  crew  of  which  numbered  be- 
tween 50  and  60  seamen;  about  150  ^  160  militia  were  added  and 
distributed  among  3  fa  4  smaller  craft.  The  object  was  accomplished 
without  bloodshed,  and  the  subject  is  here  referred  to  merely  in 
proof  of  the  proposition  :  Whoso  is  master  of  the  river  bv  water  is 
easily  master  of  the  fort,  unless  its  garrison  is  seasonably 'supported 

l^Lf'V-     '  ";  '^""'  """^^^  ''''''■     ™'  ««""t^-^  '^ff-^«  no 
ZniH  r,  ;  t"    ^;:'"^^q"«""y  it  is  to  be  apprehended  and  feared, 

should  the  said  Swedish  ships  come  there  a:id  encounter  nothing 

still    horlvf  f  •■""''^'':i'*^'''  ''''''  ''''  ^^'^^"'"^  ^'"'■^'^'y  ^iven  and 
God  forbS  '■^'^^'^t^d,  will  avail  them  but  little;  which  may 

From  what  is  thus  far  stated,  your  Honors  will  please  to  observe 
how  miserably  we  are  situated  here.    If  we  are  to  be  surprised  on 
the  South  river  by  the  Swede,  according  to  your  Honors'  notice- 
troubled  on  Long  Island  by  malignant  neighbors  and  English  vas- 
sa^s  and  on   he  other  side  by  the  barbarous  Indians  ;  between  three 
stools  one  falls  to  the  ground,  as  the  proverb  has  it.    In  regard  to 
the  first  warning  your  Honors  gave  us  to  be  on  our  guard,  we 
thankfully  acknowledge  and  shall  attend  to  it  as  much  as  is  in  ou? 
power     As  regards  the  other  advices  and  recommendations,  in 
your  Honors'  despatch,  dated  ST'"  September,  received  bv  the  ship 
Uatun-thatthe  lines  and  places  allotted  to  vour  Honors  bv  the 
Provisional  Boundary  concluded  at  Hartford,  must  be  maintained 
and  all  undue  usurpations  and  encroachments  of  tlie  Englisli  nei-li ' 
bors  resisted,  and  that  the  barbarous    Indians,  of  whom   yo\i' 
Honors  write  m  your  last  received  by  the  St.  Pietcr,  must  now  be 
utterly  rooted  out ;  you  omit  sending,  on  our  so  oft  repeated  requests 
any  reinforcements  of  men.  ammunition,  or  other  necessaries  fo; 
clothinir.     This  we  again  earnestly  demand  may  be  done  without 
any  delay  or  postponement. 
We  forgot,  in  the  regular  order,  what  ought  to  have  been  re- 
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marked,  and  appears  more  fully  under  an  XB.  at  the  end  of  Aj)pen- 
dix  No.  4.  Among  other  oliservations,  John  Schot  stated  and 
said:  "That  only  one  way  and  means  remained  open  to  put  a  stojt 
to  the  commencement  of  the  English  claims  on  Long  Island,  viz., 
to  see  and  come  to  an  agreement,  as  soon  as  i)Ossible,  with  the 
Duke  of  York,  inasmuch  as  he  knew,  for  certain,  that  his  Majesty 
had  granted  that  Island  to  his  Royal  Highness,  and  that  some  had 
informed  tlie  aforesaid  Duke  that  said  Island  could  produce  yearly 
several  thousand  ixnmds  sterling,"  etc.  This  statement  of  his  cor- 
roberates  a  certain  letter  in  form  of  commission,  written  in  favor 
of  the  aforesaid  Scliot  to  those  of  Long  Ishuid,  copy  whereof  being 
lianded  to  us,  1  have  thought  it  necessary  to  annex  it  to  tlie  Appen- 
dix, N"o. 

If  your  Honors  will  please  to  read  this  through  and  further  to 
compare  it  with  the  above  Narrative,  you  will  be  able  to  perceive, 
to  your  full  regret,  that  not  only  Long  Island  but  also  the  islands 
adjacent,  whereof  Manhattans  and  Staten  Island  are  the  nearest, 
have  been  fully  given  away  by  England's  Majesty,  and  that  he  has 
ordered  them  to  be  fortitied  in  his  name,  NB.  for  the  security  of 
his  subjects  and  to  prevent  tlie  interdicted  trade,  wnich,  to  the 
diminution  of  his  Majesty's  revenue,  tliis  place  carried  on  in  Bar- 
badoes  and  Virginia  tobacco,  the  execution  and  enforcing  where- 
of is  deferred  to  the  pleasure  of  his  Majesty's  brother,  the  Duke  of 
York. 

Right  Honorable  Gentlemen.  If  such  palpaljle  proofs  cannot 
move  you  to  remedy  and  remove  such  pretences  by  effecting  to  that 
end,  a  settlement  of  the  Boundary  for  the  comfort  and  relief  of  so 
many  hundred  afflicted  families,  the  good  peoi)le  will  linally  be 
obliged  to  submit,  if  not  to  loss  of  life  and  property,  at  least  to  be 
stripped  of  their  lands,  cattle  and  movables,  if  they  refuse  to  be- 
come subject  to  the  English  government,  as  is  more  fully  to  be  seen 
from  the  Appendices,  to  which,  for  brevity  sake,  we  refer;  and 
thus  ending,  we  shall  commend  your  Honors,  after  cordial  greet- 
ing, to  God's  care  and  protection ;  and  remain 

Dated  Fort  Amsterdam,  in  New  Netherland  the  last  of  February, 
A"  16G4. 

Per  the  ship  De  Vergulde  Starve. 


GRANT  OF  NEW  NETHERLAND,  &c.,  TO  THE  DUKE  OF 

YORK. 


Charles  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  England, 
Scotland,  France  and  Ireland  Defender  of  the  Faith  kc.    To  all  to 
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whom  these  presents  shall  come  Greeting.     Know  ye  tliat  we  for 
divers  good  Causes  and  Considerations  us  ihereunto  moving  Have 
of  our  especial  Grace,  Certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion  Given 
and  Granted  and  by  these  presents  for  us  Our  heirs  and  iSuccessors 
Do  Give  and  Grant  unto  our  Dearest  Brother  James  Duke  of  York 
his  Heirs  and  Assigjis  All  that  part  of  the  maine  Land  of  New 
England  beginning  at  a  certain  place  called  or  known  by  the  name 
of  St  Croix  next  adjoining  to  New  .Scotland  in  America  and  from 
thence  extending  along  the  Sea  Coast  unto  a  certain  place  called 
Fetuaquine  or  PemaqiMd  and  so  up  the  River  thereof  to  the  furthest 
head  of  the  same  as  it  tendeth  Northwards  and  extending  from 
thence  to  the  River  Kinebequi  and  so  Upwards  by  the  Shortest 
course  to  the  River  Canada  Northward    And  also  all  that  Island 
or  Islands  commonly  called  by  the  several  name  or  names  of  Mato- 
wacks  or  Long  Island  situate  lying  and  being  towards  the  West  of 
Cape  Cod  and  the  Narrow  Higansetts  abutting  upon  the  main  land 
between  the  two  Rivers  there  called  or  known  by  the  several  names 
of   Connecticut  and   Hudsons  River  together  also  witli  the  said 
River  called  Hudsons  River  and  all  the  Land  from  the  West  side  of 
Connecticut  to  tlie  East  side  of  Delaware  Bay  and  also  all  those 
several  Islands  called  or  known  by  the  Names  of  Martin's  Vinyard 
and  Nantukes  otherwise  Nantuckett  Together  with  all  the  Lands, 
Islands,  Soils,  Rivers,  Harbors,  Mines,  Minerals,  Quarries,  Woods, 
Marshes,  Waters,  Lakes,  Fishings,  Hawking,  Hunting  and  Fowl- 
ing and  all  other  Royalties,  Frotits,  Commodities  and  Heredita- 
ments to  the  said  several  Islands,  Lands  and  Fremises  belonging 
and  appertaining  witli  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances  And 
all  our  Estate,  Right,  Title,  Interest,  Benelit,  Advantage,  Claim 
and  Demand  of  in  or  to  the  said  Lauds  and  Fremises  or  any  part 
or  parcel  thereof  And  the  Reversion  and  Reversions  Remainder 
and  Remainders  together  with  the  yearly  and  other  the  Rents, 
Revenues  and  Frotits  of  all  and  singular  tiie  said  Fremises  and  of 
every  part  and  parcel  thereof    To  have  and  to  hold  all  and  singular 
the  said  Lands,  Islands,  Hereditaments  and  premises  with  their  and 
every  of  their  appurtenances  hereby  given  and- granted  or  hereinbe- 
fore mentioned  to  be  given  and  granted  unto  our  Dearest  Brother 
James  Duke  of  York  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  forever  To  the  Oidy 
proper  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  James  Duke  of  York  his  Heirs 
and  Assigns  forever  To  be  liolden  of  Us  om-  Heirs  and  Successors 
as  of  our  Manor  of   East  Greenwich  and  our  County  of  Kent  in 
free  and  common  soccage  and  not  in  Capite  nor  by  Knight  service 
Yielding  and  rendering.    And  the  said  James  Duke  of  York  doth 
for  himself  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  covenant  and  promise  to  yield 
and  render  unto  "us  our  Heirs  and  Successors  of  and  for  the  same 
yearly  and  every  year  forty  Beaver  skins  when  tliey  shall  be  de- 
manded or  within  Ninety  days  after    And  We  do  further  of  our 
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special  Grace  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion  for  us  our  Heirs 
and  Successors  Give  and  Grant  unto  our  said  Dearest  Brother 
James  Duke  of  York  his  Heirs,  Deputies,  Ag:ents,  Commissioners 
and  Ass  gns  by  tliese  ])resents  full  and  absolute  power  and  authority 
to  correct,  punish,  pardon,  govern  and  rule  all  such  the  subjects  of 
us  Our  Heirs  and  Successors  who  may  from  time  to  time  adventure 
themselves  into  any  tiie  parts  or  places  aforesaid  or  tiiat  sliall  or  do 
at  anytime  hereafter  inliabit  witliin  the  same  according  to  such 
Laws,  fjrders.  Ordinances,  Directions  and  Instruments  as  l)v  our 
said  Dearest  Brotlier  or  his  Assigns  shall  be  establislied  And  in 
defect  tliereof  in  cases  of  necessity  according  to  the  good  discretions 
of  his  Deputies,  Commissioners,  Officers  or  Assigns  respectively  as 
well  in  all  causes  and  matters  Capital  and  Criminal  as  civil  both  ma- 
rine and  others  So  always  as  the  said  Statutes  Ordinances  and  pro- 
ceedings be  not  contrary  to  but  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be 
agreeable  to  the  Laws,  Statutes  &  Government  of  this  Our  Realm  of 
England  And  saving  and  reserving  to  us  Our  Heirs  and  Successors 
tlie  receivRig,  hearing  and  determining  of  the  Api)eal  and  Api)eals 
of  all  or  any  Person  or  Persons  of  in  or  belonging  to  the  territories 
or  Islands  aforesaid  in  or  toucliing  any  Judgment  or  Sentence  to  be 
there  made  or  given  And  further  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
to  and  for  our  said  Dearest  Brother  liis  Heirs  and  Assigns  by  these 
presents  from  time  to  time  to  nominate,  make,  constitute,  ordain 
and  contirm  by  sucii  name  or  names  stile  or  stiles  as  to  him  or  them 
shall  seem  good  and  likewise  to  revoke,  discliarge,  change  and  alter 
as  well  all  and  singular  Governors,  Officers  and  Ministers  which 
hereafter  sliall  be  by  him  or  them  thought  tit  and  needful  to  be 
made  or  used  within  the  aforesaid  i)arts  and  Islands  And  also  to 
make,  ordain  and  establish  all  manner  of  Orders,  Laws,  directions, 
instructions,  forms  and  Ceremonies  of  Government  and  Magistracy 
fit  and  necessary  for  and  Concerning  the  Government  of  the  terri- 
tories and  Islands  aforesaid  so  always  as  the  same  be  not  contrary 
to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  Our  Realm  of  England  but  as  near 
as  may  be  agreeable  thereunto  And  the  same  at  all  times  liereafter 
to  put  in  execution  or  abrogate  revoke  or  change  not  only  within 
the  precincts  of  the  said  Territories  or  Islands  but  also  ujion  the 
Seas  in  going  and  coming  to  and  from  the  same  as  he  or  they  in 
their  good  discretions  shall  think  to  be  fittest  for  the  good  of  the 
Adventurers  and  Inhabitants  tliere  And  We  do  furtiier  of  Our 
s])eciall  Grace,  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion  grant,  ordain 
and  declare  that  such  Governors,  Officers  and  Ministers  as  from 
time  to  time  shall  l)e  authorized  and  ajjpointed  in  manner  and  form 
al'oi-esaid  sliall  and  may  have  full  i>ower  and  authority  to  use  and 
exercise  Martial  Law  in  cases  of  Reliellion.  Insurrection  and  Mu- 
tiny in  as  large  and  ample  manner  as  Our  Lieutenants  in  Our 
C/'ounties  within  Our  Realm  of  England  have  or  ought  to  have  by 
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force  of  tlieir  Commission  of  Lieutenancy  or  any  Law  or  Statute 
of  this  Our  Realm  And  We  do  furtlier  by  these  presents  for  us 
Our  Heirs  and  Successors  Grant  unto  Our  said  Dearest  Brother 
James  Duke  of  York  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  Tiiat  it  sliall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  James  Duke  of  York  his  heirs  and 
Assigns  in  his  or  their  discretions  from  time  to  time  to  admit  such 
and  so  many  Person  and  Persons  to  trade  and  traffic  unto  and 
within  the  Territories  and  Islands  aforesaid  and  into  every  or  any 
part  and  parcel  thereof  and  to  have  possess  and  enjoy  any  Lands  or 
Hereditaments  in  the  parts  and  places  aforesaid  as  they  shall  think 
tit  according  to  the  Laws,  Orders,  Constitutions  and  Ordinances  by 
Our  said  Brother  his  Heirs,  J>eputies,  Conunissioners  and  Assigns 
from  time  to  time  to  be  made  and  established  by  virtue  of  and  ac- 
cording to  tlie  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  presents  and  under 
such  ct)nditions,  reservations  and  agreements  as  Our  said  Brotlier 
his  Heirs  or  Assigns  shall  set  down,  order,  direct  and  appoint  and 
not  otherwise  as  aforesaid  And  We  do  further  of  Our  especial 
grace,  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion  for  us  Our  Heirs  and 
Successors  give  and  grant  to  Our  said  Dear  Brother  his  Heirs  and 
Assigns  by  these  jn-esents  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
for  him,  them  or  any  of  them  at  all  and  every  time  and  times  here- 
after out  of  any  Our  Realms  or  Dominions  whatsoever  to  take 
lead,  carry  and  transi)oit  in  and  into  their  Voyages  and  for  and 
towards  the  Phuitations  of  (^ur  said  Territories  and  Islands  all 
such  and  so  many  of  Our  Loving  subjects  or  any  other  strangers 
being  not  prohibited  or  under  restraint  that  will  become  Our  Lov- 
ing Subjects  and  live  under  Our  Allegiance  as  shall  willingly  ac- 
company them  in  the  said  voyages  togetiier  with  all  such  clothing, 
implements,  furniture  and  other  things  usually  transported  and 
not  prohibited  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  inhabitants  of  tiie  said 
Islands  and  Territories  and  for  their  use  and  defence  thereof  and 
managing  and  carrying  on  the  trade  witli  the  People  there  and  in 
passing  and  returning  to  and  fio  :  Yielding  and  paying  to  us  Our 
Heirs  and  Successors  the  Customs  and  duties  therefore  due  and 
payable  according  to  the  Laws  and  Customs  of  this  Our  Realm 
And  We  do  also  tor  us  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  grant  to  Our  said 
Dearest  Brother  James  Duke  of  York  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  and  to 
all  and  every  such  Governor  or  Governors  or  other  Officers  or  Minis- 
ters as  by  Our  said  Brother  his  Heirs  or  Assigns  shall  l)e  appointed 
to  liave  power  and  authority  of  Government  and  Command  in  or 
over  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Territories  or  Islands  that  they  and 
every  of  them  shall  and  lawfully  may  from  time  to  time  and  at  all 
times  hereafter  for  ever  for  their  several  defence  and  safety  en- 
counter, expulse,  repel  and  resist  by  force  of  Arms  as  well  by  sea 
as  by  land  and  all  ways  and  means  wliatsoever  all  such  Person  and 
Persons  as  witiiout  the  speciall  Licence  of  Our  said  Uear  Brother 
32— Vol.  V. 
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liis  Heirs  or  Assigns  sIkiU  attempt  to  inhabit  witliin  tlie  several 
precincts  and  limits  of  Our  said  territories  and  Islands  And  also 
all  and  every  such  Person  and  Persons  wliatsoever  as  shall  enter- 
prize  or  attempt  at  anytime  hereafter  the  destruction,  invasion, 
detriment  or  annoyance  to  tiie  parts,  places  or  Islands  aforesaid  or 
any  i)art  thereof  And  lastly  Our  will  and  pleasure  is  and  We  do 
hereby  declare  and  grant  tliat  these  Our  Letters  Patents  or  the  en- 
rolment thereof  siiall  be  good  and  effectual  in  the  Law  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  whatsoever  notwithstanding  the  not  reciting  oi-  men- 
tioning of  the  Premises  or  any  part  thereof  or  the  meets  or  liounds 
thereof  or  of  any  former  or  otlier  Letters  Patents  or  Grants  here- 
tofore made  or  granted  of  the  Premises  or  of  any  part  thereof  by 
Us  or  of  any  of  Our  progenitors  unto  any  other  Person  or  Persons 
whatsoever  Bodies  Politic  or  Corporate  or  any  Act,  Law  or  other 
restraint  incertainty  or  imperfection  whatsoever  to  tiie  Contrary  in 
any  wise  notwithstanding  although  ex])ress  mention  of  the  true 
yearly  value  or  certainty  of  the  premises  or  any  of  them  or  of  any 
other  gifts  or  grants  by  Us  or  by  any  of  Our  progenitors  or  prede- 
cessors lieretofore  made  to  the  said  James  Duke  of  York  in  these 
presents  is  not  made  or  any  statute,  act,  ordinance,  provision,  pro- 
clamation or  restriction  heretofore  had,  made,  enacted,  ordained  or 
provided  or  any  other  matter  cause  or  thing  Avhatsoever  to  the  con- 
trary thereof  in  any  wise  Notwithstanding  In  Witness  whereof 
We  have  caused  tliese  Our  Letters  to  be  made  Patents  Witness 
Ourselves  at  Westminster  tiie  twelftliday  of  March  in  theSixteentli 
Year  of  Our  Reign     [16W.] 

By  the  King 

HOWARD. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  COL.  NICOLLS  &c.  COMMISSIONERS 
TO  CONNECTICUT. 


Instructions  to  our  truttty  and  icellbeloved  Coll.  Itichard  KicoUs  S'' 
Robert  Carre  Kn',  George  Cartioriglit  Esq'' &  Samuell  Maveriek  Efq. 
our  Coyniiiissioners  for  y  visitation  of  our  Colony  of  Conecticott. 

Charles  R. 

1. — You  shall  apply  the  first  article  of  your  Instructions  to  the 
Massachusetts  &  wliatsoever  else  occurs  to  you  as  proi)er  to  be  used, 
both  to  those  of  Conecticot  and  of  tlie  other  Provinces,  as  your  per- 
ticular  directions  to  them :  our  care  and  affection  being  alike  for 
all:  and  you  will  therefore  fitt  your  expressions  of  our  grace  and 
favour  accordingly. 
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2. — You  shall  take  the  best  meanes  you  can  to  informe  yo''selves 
of  the  temper  of  those  of  Coiiuecticott  both  before  you  goe  to  them, 
and  after;  that  you  may  know  the  full  difference  between  them  and 
the  Massachusetts,  both  in  their  Civill  and  Ecclesiasticall  estate. 
AVee  conceive  those  of  Conecticott  to  contrive  tiiemselves  under  tlie 
most  rigid  Presbiterian  Government,  soe  that  you  will  lind  their 
neighbors  free  enough  of  their  censures  of  tliem  :  all  of  which  you 
will  make  noe  other  use  of  then  for  your  owne  information  how  to 
govern  yo''selves;  makeing  the  same  declaration  to  them  and  to  all 
y"  rest,  of  your  firme  resolution  to  defeiid  and  maintain  their  Char- 
ter, without  the  least  restraining  them  in  the  free  exercise  of  their 
religion,  but  insisting  with  them,  as  with  the  rest,  that  all  the  rest 
who  dissent  from  them,  m;ty  have  the  like  liberty  without  undergo- 
ing any  disadvantages  with  reference  to  their  civiil  interest  but  that 
they  enjoy  the  same  priviledges  with  the  rest. 

3. — You  shall  putt  M""  Winthropp  (if  hee  be  still  Governor  there, 
of  whome  wee  have  had  a  good  opinion)  in  mind  ot  the  differences 
which  were  on  foot  here,  upon  tiie  pretences  of  those  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, when  he  sollicited  the  dispatch  of  their  Charter,  and  the  severall 
debates  which  arose  thereupon  before  our  Chancellor  of  England  & 
before  persons  appointed  by  him  to  accommodate  the  same,  and  that 
the  said  Charter  afterward  passed  our  Great  Seale,  rather  ui)on  the 
good  opinion  and  confidence  Avee  had  in  the  said  M"' Winlhropf . 
then  tliat  the  differences  were  composed  upon  the  Boundaries  and 
Limmits  of  the  severall  Colonies,  and  some  expressions  in  the  said 
Charter;  Wee  then  declareing  that  since  there  was  a  difference  in 
matiin-  of  fact,  between  the  relators,  we  could  make  noe  cleare  de- 
termination of  the  right,  but  that  wee  resolved  to  send  Commission- 
ers into  those  parts,  who  upon  the  place  should  settle  all  differences 
and  pretences  upon  the  Bounds  and  Limits  of  each  Colon ie,  and  the 
said  M'^  Winthropp  then  promising  that  we  should  find  the  same 
submission  to  any  alteration  at  that  tyme,  and  upon  such  a  visita- 
tion, as  if  no  Charter  were  then  passed  to  them;  which  wee  cannot 
but  expect  at  their  hands. 

4. — Y'ou  shall  use  all  possible  endeavours,  first  by  private  enquiry 
and  then  by  publick  examination,  to  informe  yourselves  of  what  was 
heretofore  done  about  the  year  1G44.  from  the  Chiefe  Sachim  & 
other  the  Princes  of  a  large  tract  of  ground  about  the  NaiTagansett 
Bay,  who  as  we  are  informed  did  about  that  tyme  by  a  formall  in- 
strument under  their  hands  and  seales,  transferre  that  their  Coun- 
trey  to  our  Royall  Father,  for  his  protection,  and  became  his  sub- 
jects; which  autlientick  instrument  remains  still  in  the  hands  of 
.Samuell  Gorton.  John  Wicks  and  Randall  Houlden.who  inhabiteat 
or  neare  Warwicke  in  Road  Island.  If  upon  examination  you  find 
this  information  wee  have  received  to  bee  true  and  that  we  have  in- 
deed a  good  title  to  that  territory  ;  You  shall  find  some  wav  to  lett 
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those  Sachims  or  tlieir  lieires  know,  that  wee  have  ^^iven  you  speciall 
direction  to  examine  any  injuries  doni^  to  them  by  our  subjects,  and 
that  you  are  ready  to  receive  any  inlorniacon  they  shall  give  you  to 
that  purpose,  and  thereupon  to  doe  them  justice,  and  that  wee  will 
always  i»rotect  them  from  any  oppression;  6c  if  you  have  cleare 
proofe  that  in  truth  these  territoryes  are  transferred  to  us,  you  shall 
seize  upon  the  same  in  our  Name,  and  the  same  tract  of  land  shall 
bee  hereafter  called  the  King's  Province,  and  ail  persons  who  are 
possessed  of  any  habitations  therein  shall  continue  in  tlie  same  with- 
out any  disturbance,  upon  the  annual  payment  of  such  small  ac- 
knowledc-ement  as  may  entitle  them  to  hold  of  us  as  our  tennants. 
And  wee  doe  authorize  you  to  grant  the  same  estates  they  now  hold, 
under  such  small  reservacons  and  acknowledgements  and  in  such 
formes  as  they  desire:  wee  not  haveing  tlie  least  purpose  to  question 
or  take  advantage  of  their  title,  whatsoever  our  rigiit  shall  fall  out 
to  bee. 

5. — You  shall  informe  yourselves  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  the  other 
Colonies  (for  as  wee  told  you  before  wliatsoever  instruction  is  given 
vou  with  reference  to  one  Colony  and  is  ai)plicable  by  y"  same  reason 
to  the  rest,  you  shall  persue  the  same)  wiiat  encroachments  are 
made  by  any  forreigners  French  Dutch,  or  of  any  other  nation,  of 
any  tracts  of  land,  within  the  circuits  possessed  by  us  or  our  sub- 
jects by  any  grant  from  us,  to  the  end  that  wee  may  give  speedy  or- 
ders for  reduceing  them  to  our  obedience  as  our  subjects,  or  remov- 
ing them  out  of  those  i)laces  tliey  injuriously  possesse ;  and  you  shall 
])resent  to  us  (ui)on  conference  and  advice  with  our  Governour  and 
Councill  there)  what  are  the  l)est  and  most  effectuall  wayes  to  bring 
that  our  resolution  to  ])asse,  if  you  are  notable  to  eftect  y"  same  be- 
fore you  returne.  which  wee  hone  you  will  doe  and  that  our  good 
subjects  of  that  and  our  other  Colonies  will  give  you  their  utmost 
assistance  to  that  good  end  and  purpose. 

(5. — You  shall  make  diligent  enquiry  what  Letters  Patents  have 
at  any  tyme  been  granted  by  our  Grandfather  King  James,  our 
Fatlier  of  blessed  memory  or  our  selfe,  of  any  lands  in  any  of  y" 
Colonies  thereto  perticular  persons  and  to  there  owne  perticular 
benetit,  and  how  tlie  lands  soe  granted  to  them  are  i)ossessed  and 
cultivated :  to  the  end  that  if  they  have  not  persued  y"  intention  of 
the  said  grants,  wee  may  avoyde  tlie  same  :  it  being  our  purpose  not 
only  for  tlie  future  to  grant  noe  such  grants  of  more  lands  than  the 
person  to  whomethe  same  is  granted  can  in  due  time  cultivate  and 
l)lant.  but  legally  to  avoid  and  repeale  such  grants  which  prove  so 
prejudiciall  and  inconvenient  to  our  subjects  there  and  to  our  ser- 
vice in  hindering  the  Plantation. 

7. — You  shall  informe  yourselves  in  that  and  the  other  Colonies, 
what  iron  workes  are  already  erected  there  anti  what  conveniences 
there  are  to  erect  others  in  convenient  places,  what  the  oare  is,  and 
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whether  the  iron  and  Steele  tliere  bee  of  good  temper  tor  shiiti)s  and 
such  uses,  whether  y  timber  of  those  ])arts  be  good  tor  that  pur- 
pose &  growes  neare  tlie  sea  where  i)roi)er  docks  may  be  made  that 
soe  ui)on  a  true  representation  to  us  thereof  wee  sliall  take  such  f  ur- 
tlier  resolution  as  may  bee  fitt  for  our  service  and  for  the  advance- 
ment of  those  our  Plantations. 

S. — You  sliall  informe  yourselves  in  that  and  y*^  other  Provinces, 
whether  tliere  have  been  at  any  tyme  or  yet  are,  any  mines  of  Gold 
or  Silver  discovered  &  workings  there,  and  what  hath  arisen  from 
thence ;  to  the  end  that  wee  may  receive  an  accompt  of  the  fifth 
part  thereof,  which  by  their  Charter  is  reserved  to  us. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Whitehall  tlie  23'^  day  of  Aprill  1004.  in  the 
sixteenth  yeare  of  our  Reigne. 

By  His  Ma""  command 

HENRY  BENNETT. 


PRIVATE  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  COLL.  R.  NICOLLS  &c. 


Instructions  to  our  trusty  and  icelheloved  Coll.  Ricliard  JSficolls  S' 
Robert  Carre  Kn'  George  (Jartwright  Esq''  end  Samu^ll  3lavericks 
Usq.  Commissioners  cmploited  by  us  to  oior  Plantations  in  America 
in  and  about  New  Netherland  to  be  considered  and  communicated 
only  betioeene  themselves. 

Charles  R. 

1. — Though  the  maine  end  and  drift  of  yo'  employni'  is  to  iraforme 
yourselves  and  us  of  the  true  and  whole  state  of  those  severall 
Colonies  and  by  insinuateing  yourselves  by  all  kind  and  dextrous 
carriage  into  the  good  opinion  of  y  principall  i)ersons  there,  that 
soe  you  may  (after  a  full  observation  of  the  humor  and  interest  both 
of  those  in  governm'  and  those  of  the  best  quality  out  of  governm' 
and,  generally,  of  the  people  themselves)  lead  and  disi)ose  them  to 
desire  to  renew  their  Charters  and  to  make  such  alterations  as  will 
appeare  necessary  for  their  owne  benefit : — Yet  you  may  informe 
all  men  that  a  great  end  of  your  designe  is  tlie  i)ossessing  Long 
Island,  and  reduceing  that  people  to  an  entyre  submission  and  obe- 
dience to  us  &  our  governement,  now  vested  by  our  grant  and  Com- 
mission in  our  Brother  the  Duke  of  York,  and  by  raising  forts  or 
any  other  way  you  shall  judge  most  convenient  or  necessary  soe  to 
secure  that  whole  trade  to  our  subjects,  that  the  Dutch  may  noe 
longer  ingrosse  and  exercise  that  trade  which  they  have  wrongfully 
possessed  themselves  of;  that  whole  territory  being  in  our  possession 
before  they,  as  private  persons  and  without  any  authority  from  their 
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sui)i'riors  and  against  y  la\v('  of  Nations  and  tlie  yood  intellifrence 
and  allyance  between  us  and  tlieir  sui)eriors,  invaded  and  Iiave  since 
wron.sfnliy  obteyned  tlie  same,  to  tiie  prejudice  of  oni-  Crowne  and 
]-)ignily,  and  tlierefore  ought  in  justice  to  be  resumed  by  us,  exee])t 
tiiey  will  entyrely  submitt  to  our  goverment  and  live  there  as  our 
good  subjects  under  it:  and  in  that  case  you  shall  lett  tlieui  kuowe 
both  by])rivate  siguiJications  and  treatyes  or  ])y  any  ])id»licke  decla- 
ration sett  out  by  you  in  our  name, — That  wee  will  take  tliem  into 
our  protection,  and  that  tliey  shall  continue  to  enjoy  all  tlieir  ]>os- 
sessions  (P'orts  only  excei)ted)  and  the  same  freedome  in  trade  with 
our  other  good  sultjects  in  those  i)arts.  And  as  you  will  need  the 
assistance  of  our  other  colonies  towards  this  reduction,  soe  wee  con- 
ceave  tliey  will  all  for  their  owiie  interest  bee  ready  to  engage  with 
^  you  herein. 

2. — This  being  the  case,  and  the  ])rosecutioii  of  that  designe  being 
not  absolutely  in  your  owne  i)ower  in  respect  of  wind  and  weather, 
wee  leave  it  entirely  to  your  discretion  whether  you  choose  to  goe 
first  ujion  Long  Island,  which  seems  most  reasonable  to  design  in 
respect  of  the  troo|)s  you  cai'ry,  or  to  New  England,  resolveing  to 
approve  of  what  yon  doe  in  that  perticular,  lett  the  successe  be 
what  it  will,  and  if  it  jilease  God  you  have  the  successe  wee  liope 
for  upon  Long  Island,  you  will  improve  the  consideration  of  the 
benefit  thereof  to  all  the  Colonies,  and  how  much  ha])pier  tliey  are 
Iw  our  care  in  the  removeing  such  ill  neighbours  from  them,  at  our 
owne  cost  and  cliai'ges. 

;;. — You  are  to  use  great  dilligence  together  in  the  careful  and 
exact  perusall  of  the  lirst  and  second  Charter,  granted  by  our  Royall 
Father  for  the  undertaking  and  settling  those  plantations,  and  any 
other  Charters  which  have  been  granted  to  any  perticular  Colonies 
by  our  father  and  ourseUe,  or  tlie  late  usurping  powers  ;  to  the  end 
that  upon  the  full  consideration  thereof,  &  if  any  ditticultys  arise 
ui)on  doubtfuU  or  contradictory  expressions,  you  may  eytlier  by  re- 
sorting to  our  (Jouncill  at  Lawe  in  some  ])oints.  and  to  our  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  other,  receave  full  and  cleare  information  &  direc- 
tions, and  you  must  bee  the  more  conversant  and  fully  informed  of 
all  contained  in  the  said  Charters  (of  which  you  ought  to  carry 
autiientick  Coi)i)yes  with  youi  because  y  ground  and  foundation  of 
your  employment  is  the  exact  observation  of  the  Charters  and  re- 
duceing  to  that  rule  whatsoever  hath  swerved  from  it.  Besides  you 
will  thereby  observe  all  those  clauses  in  the  severall  Charters  which 
are  eiiiier  too  short  and  restrained  &  the  enlargeing  thereof  would 
lie  for  the  i)ublick  lienetit  of  the  plantacon ;  or  such  other  incon- 
venient ones,  as  for  our  dignity  and  authority  should  be  altered  by 
a  generall  consent  and  desire.  Amongst  which  it  were  to  bee  wished 
that  y  severall  Governours  should  hold  their  places  three  or  five 
yeares  and  that  before  the  midle  of  the  last  yeare  three  names  should 
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be  sent  over  and  presented  to  us,  that  one  of  them  niij^lit  be  clioseu 
by  us  for  the  next  Governour  which  we  should  as  well  apin'ove  and 
would  be  more  easily  consented  to,  then  the  remitting  the  entyre 
choice  to  us. 

4. — You  are  with  the  like  dilligence  and  care  to  peruse  the  collec- 
tion of  the  lawes  published  in  those  Colonies  during  the  late  usur])- 
ing  Government,  or  at  any  tyme  before  or  since;  to  tiie  end  that 
upon  examination  thereof  you  may  discerne  both  the  indecent  ex- 
pressions and  materiall  and  important  points  and  determinations 
in  them,  which  are  contrary  to  our  dignity  and  to  the  lawes  and 
customes  of  this  realme,  and  to  the  justice  thereof;  all  which  they 
have  obliged  themselves  to  cancell  and  repeale ;  and  if  the  same  bee 
not  already  done,  you  are  in  the  first  place  to  cause  it  to  be  done, 
especially  and  perticularly  that  the  oaths  enjoyned  by  the  severall 
Charters  be  taken,  and  the  administration  of  justice  be  performed 
in  our^name. 

5. — Since  the  great  and  principall  ends  of  all  those  who  hrst  en- 
gaged themselves  in  those  Plantacons  in  which  tliey  have  spent 
much  tyme  and  money,  w'as  liberty  of  concience,  and  the  same  is 
expressely  jn'ovided  for  in  the  tirst  and  subsequent  Charters  as  they 
could  desire  to  be  done,  and  the  observation  and  preservation  there- 
of is  our  very  hearty  purpose  and  determination  :  You  are  to  bee 
very  caref  ull  amongst  yourselves  and  with  all  persons  wlio  have  any 
relation  to,  or  dependance  upon  any  of  you.  tliat  nothing  be  said  or 
done,  from  or  l)y  which  tiie  people  there  may  thiidie  or  imagine  that 
there  is  any  purpose  in  us  to  make  any  alteration  in  tlie  Church 
Government  or  to  introduce  any  other  forme  of  worship}*  among 
them  then  what  they  have  chosen :  all  our  exception  in  that  parti- 
cular being  that  they  doe  i)i  truth  deny  that  liberty  of  conscience  to 
eacli  other,  whicii  is  equally  provided  for  and  granted  to  every  one 
of  them  by  their  charter :  all  whicli  you  will  find  wee  have  more  at 
large  taken  notice  of  in  our  letter  of  the  28"'  June  1662.  a  coppy 
whereof  is  delivered  to  you,  and  of  which  you  sliall  in  due  season, 
and  when  you  are  well  acquainted  with  them,  dextrously  take 
notice,  and  presse  the  execution  and  observacon  of  the  same,  accord- 
ing to  the  Charter.  And  that  you  may  not  give  any  umbrage  or 
jealousy  to  them  in  matters  of  religion,  as  if  you  were  at  least 
enimyes  to  formes  observed  amongst  them,  you  shall  do  well  to  fre- 
quent their  churches  and  to  be  present  at  their  devotion,  thougli 
wee  doe  suppose  and  think  it  very  fitt  that  you  carry  with  you  some 
learned  and  discreet  Cliaplaine,  othodox  in  his  judgement  and  prac- 
tice, who  in  your  owne  familyes  will  reade  tlie  liooke  of  Common 
Prayer  &  i)erf()rme  your  devotion  according  to  y  forme  established 
in  the  Church  of  England,  excepting  only  in  wearing  the  suiplesse 
which  haveing  never  bin  seen  in  those  countryes.  may  conveniently 
be  forborn  att  this  tyme,  when  tlie  principall  busynesse  is  by  all 
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ffood  expedients,  to  unite  and  reconcile  ])ersons  of  very  different 
judirements  and  ])ractice  in  all  tliin<;s,  at  least  which  concerne  the 
peace  it  imisperity  of  those  people  and  their  joint  submission  and 
obedience  to  us  and  our  ^overnient. 

6. — Since  it  is  very  notorious  that  there  are  not  only  very  great 
factions  and  animosityes  in  one  Colony  against  the  other,  but  in 
one  and  y"^  same  Colony  betwene  persons  of  different  opinions  in  re- 
ligion, so  that  it  is  very  ]irobable  all  discontented  persons  will  make 
api)lication  to  you  according  to  their  severall  humoiirsand  interest: 
it  will  concerne  you  to  be  very  wary  in  your  conversation,  that  be- 
ing sent  as  persons  equall  to  determine  controversyes  amongst 
them,  you  may  not  liee  tliought  to  enclyne  to  a  party,  or  to  bee 
yourselves  engaged  in  their  passions  and  appetite,  and  you  must 
principally  guard  yourselves  against  two  sorts  of  people  (till  upon 
the  severall  informations  you  shall  receive,  and  by  your  own  ol)ser- 
vation  and  experience  you  can  make  some  judgment  of  their  sincerity) 
that  is  not  to  seeme  too  forward  in  concurring  Avith  tlieni  in  Avhatso- 
ever  they  ])ropose.  The  first  is,  they  that  pretend  to  have  a  great  pre- 
judice against  the  forme  of  Religion  there  professed,  and  as  great 
a  zeale  for  the  establishing  the  Booke  of  Common  Prayer,  and  it  may 
beet  he  Episcopacy  itselfe,  and  the  whole  discipline  of  the  Church 
of  England. 

The  second  is.  they  who  will  ai)])eare  soliciteous  to  advance  our 
j)roffit  and  to  settle  a  present  revenue  upon  the  Cro\Aiie :  whicli  they 
will  su])pose  may  bee  looked  upon  as  such  an  unquestionable  in- 
stance of  their  affect iiMi  to  us  and  our  service,  that  it  will  give 
them  credit  and  advantage  in  all  their  pretences. 

To  the  first  of  these,  after  you  have  used  tliem  with  kindnesse  and 
encouragement  to  bee  i)resent  when  they  i)lease  at  your  private  de- 
votions, you  shall  let  them  know  that  you  have  noe  order  from  us, 
(for  many  of  those  overtures  may  be  made  only  for  discovery  of 
your  intentions)  to  make  the  least  attempt,  or  to  encourage  altei-a- 
tion  in  the  way  they  proffesse  of  religion  ;  for  though  nobody  can 
doubt  but  that  wee  could  looke  upon  it  as  the  greatest  blessing  God 
Almighty  can  conferre  upon  us  in  this  world  that  Hee  would  re- 
duce all  our  subjects  in  all  our  domains  to  one  faith  and  one  way  of 
wnrsliii)  with  us;  yet  wee  could  not  imagine  it  pi-obable  that  a  con- 
federate number  of  persons,  who  separated  themselves  from  their 
owne  countiey  and  tlie  religion  established,  princii)ally  ( if  not  only 
that  t!<y  might  enjoy  anotlitr  way  of  worship,  presented  or  de- 
clan  d  unto  them  by  theire  owne  consciences,  could  in  soe  short  a 
tynie  Ic  willing  to  returne  to  that  forme  of  service  they  had  for- 
saken :  and  therefore  that  wee  had  been  soe  farre  from  giveing  you 
any  direction  to  promote  or  countenance  any  alteration  in  the  re- 
ligion practised  there,  that  yoTi  have  exjn-esse  order  to  the  contrary. 
But  if  they  only  insisted  upon  the  liberty  granted  them  liy  their 
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Charter,  and  that  they  would  provide  peaceably  for  tlie  exercise  of 
their  religion  in  the  forme  they  best  liked,  without  troubling  or  re- 
proacliing  those  who  dissent  from  them,  and  only  desire  that  this 
libertie  of  conscience  might  produce  noe  ])rejudice  to  them  in  their 
civill  interests  or  relation  to  the  Government: — You  may  lett  them 
know  that  it  is  no  more  than  what  wee  have  already  recommended 
to  tlie  Governour  and  Councill  by  our  former  letters,  and  wherein 
you  will  doe  them  all  the  offices  within  your  power. 

Butt  even  in  this  point  wee  conceive  you  should  proceed  very 
warily  and  not  enter  upon  it,  till  you  have  made  some  ])rogresse  in 
your  lesse  difficult  busynesse ;  and  indeed  you  should  ratlier  advise 
those  who  seeme  to  bee  serious  and  hearty  in  that  desire  that  they 
cause  it  to  be  tirst  proposed  and  sett  on  foot  in  the  Generall  Assembly 
that  shall  bee  called,  tlien  any  way  touched  upon,  before  the  present 
Governour  &  Councill,  and  promise  tliem  your  utmost  assistance 
there,  in  the  promoteing  any  thing  for  their  ease  wiiich  Avill  not 
evidently  disturbe  the  peace  of  the  countrey. 

To  the  second  sort  of  peoi)le  which  will  be  active  in  many  pro- 
jects for  our  proffit  and  benifitt,  you  must  not  bee  forwards  too 
much,  since  most  overtures  of  that  kind  are  but  ayrey  imagina- 
tions, &  cannot  bee  put  in  practise  by  our  owne  imediate  power 
and  authority,  without  manifest  violation  of  their  Charter  which 
wee  I'esolve  to  keej)  observe  and  maintaine. 

Upon  those  discourses  therefore  >ou  shall  declare  tliat  you  have 
nodireccon  to  make  any  attempt  of  that  kind,  without  tliere  appeare 
a  good  &  voluntary  inclination  to  that  purpose  in  the  Generall  As- 
sembly, which  probably  may  find  it  convenient  to  make  some  newe 
desires  and  proposiions  to  us  for  their  benefitt,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
may  make  some  grants  and  concessions  to  us :  and  in  truth  it  will 
not  be  rationall  for  you  to  appeare  solicitous  to  make  any  change  in 
the  matteis  of  Religion,  or  to  make  any  attempt  to  bring  any 
change  to  that  people,  except  both  arise  amongst  themselves  in  the 
Gen"  Assembly,  and  then  you  shall  give  such  countenance  to  it  as 
you  shall  judge  necessary  for  our  service. 

7. — You  shall  as  soon  as  you  are  arrived  and  have  delivered  our 
letters  to  the  Governour  and  Councill  presse  them  that  a  Generall 
Assembly  may  be  convt  ned  as  soon  as  may  be  according  to  our  let- 
ter to  them. 

And  because  much  of  the  good  wee  expected  from  your  journey 
depends  upon  the  wisdome  and  fidelity  of  that  Assembly,  you  shall 
use  your  utmost  endeavors  privately,  and  by  those  means  which 
are  most  proper  and  witliout  offence,  to  gett  men  of  tlie  best  rei)u- 
tation  and  most  i)eaceably  iiiclined,  to  be  chosen  into  that  As- 
sembly, and  then  according  to  the  interest  and  credit  you  have, 
give  tliem  all  advice  and  encouragem'  to  promote  our  service,  and 
then  you  shall  informe  them  of  the  great  affection  wee  have  for 
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them,  and  tliat  wee  looke  iii)on  tliein  witli  the  same  fatherly  care 
as  if  they  lived  in  the  centre  of  eyther  of  our  kingdomes. 

Yon  shall  sliew  them  the  coppy  of  the  letter  and  adresse  made  to 
us  by  the  Governour  and  Councill  after  our  happy  returne  into  Eng- 
land, and  of  oiu'  answer  to  that  addresse,  as  likewise  what  wee 
have  now  writ  to  y-  Governour  and  Councill  there;  all  which  wee 
directed  you  to  communicate,  to  the  end  that  wee  may  receive  their 
advice  and  information  how  wee  may  advance  the  happyness  of  that 
our  peo])le.  And  in  order  hereunto  you  are  ready  to  conferre  with 
them  upon  all  i)erticulars  relateing  to  your  negotiation  ov  to  the 
end  thereof,  and  soe  you  are  to  behave  yourselves  towards  them  as 
you  find  may  most  conduce  to  the  end  of  your  employment. 

8.— Besides  the  generall  disposeing  that  peo})le  to  an  entyre  sub- 
mission and  obedience  to  our  governm"  which  is  their  owne  great- 
est security  in  resi)ect  of  their  neighbors  and  leading  them  to  a  de- 
sire to  renew  their  Charters,  which  in  many  respects  ought  to  bee 
desired  by  them  ;  there  are  two  points  wee  could  lieartily  wish 
should  be  gained  upon  them. 

The  first  that  wee  may  have  ( as  wee  exjiressed  before  )  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  Governour,  or  ai)probation. 

The  other,  that  the  Militia  should  bee  putt  under  an  ofticer  nom- 
inated or  recommended  by  us;  and  it  may  bee,  if  they  will  con- 
sider their  charter,  they  will  not  find  that  they  have  in  truth,  the 
disposall  of  tlieir  owne  Militia  as  they  imagine. 

But  how  to  approach  to  those  two  joints  wee  cannot  tell,  butt 
must  leave  it  to  your  skill  &  dexterity,  after  you  have  enough  con- 
versed with  them  and  know  the  i)rincipal  leading  men  of  the  sever- 
all  partyes.  In  the  meane  tyme  wee  should  looke  upon  it  as  a  good 
omen,  if  them  might  see  soe  wrought  upon  at  y^'  Generall  Assembly 
as  that  Coll  Nicolls  might  bee  chosen  by  themselves  for  their 
present  Governour  and  Collonell  Cartwright  for  their  Major  Gen- 
erall. 

All  designes  of  proftit  for  the  present  seeme  unseasonable  and 
may  possibly  obstruct  the  more  necessary  designe  upon  their  obedi- 
ence and  loyalty,  if  they  shall  apprehend  that  it  cost  them  money; 
soe  that  it  should  not  be  affected  farther  (except  the  Generall  As- 
sembly appeare  to  have  other  franknesse  then  wee  can  reasonably 
expect)  then  to  settle  some  annuall  tribute  of  y"  growth  of  that 
country,  as  masts,  corne,  and  fish,  to  bee  presented  to  us,  as  was 
intimated  by  the  two  messengers  employed  hither,  to  bee  their  pur- 
po.se  to  doe. 

9. — In  the  last  place,  Wee  doe  enjoyne  &  command  you,  as  you 
will  answer  to  the  contrary,  to  live  witli  entyre  confidence  and  kind- 
ness in  and  towards  each  other,  wiiich  can  only  sui)port  the  credit 
and  reputation  of  your  trust  »!c  employment.  That  you  constantly 
communicate  together  what  eyther  of  you  hath  collected  upon 
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private  intercourses  or  information  from  perticuler  persons,  and 
that  thereupon  in  all  yoiu*  Councills  you  acquiesse  with  the  judge- 
ment of  the  major  part  (except  it  bee  expressely  contrary  to  our  In- 
structions, and  in  which  wee  have  not  left  you  a  latitude  to  doe  ac- 
cording to  your  discretion)  and  pursue  it  accordingly,  and  that  you 
are  not  transported  by  any  private  consideration  of  proffit  or  friend- 
ship to  swerve  from  the  right  rule  of  advanceing  our  service.  And 
wee  sliall  be  more  sensible  of  any  error  of  this  kind,  then  of  any 
other  misfortune  that  may  bring  inconvenience  to  our  service  in 
your  employment. 

Our  other  Instructions  for  your  procedings  in  the  severall  Colo- 
nies you  shall  communicate  as  you  see  cause,  and  as  you  enter  upon 
the  severall  perticulars,  as  at  your  hrst  audience  you  shall  doe  well 
to  tell  them  that  instead  of  entertaining  them  of  any  discourse  of 
your  owne,  you  will  deliver  them  the  copy  of  your  first  Instructions, 
and  shall  deliver  it  them  accordingly. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Whitehall  this  23'^  day  of  Aprill  1664  in  the 
16""  yeare  of  our  Reigne. 

By  His  Ma""  command 

HENRY  BENNETT. 


COMMISSION   TO   COLL.  NICOLLS  &  OTHERS  TO  VISIT 
THE  COLONIES  AND  DETERMINE  COMPLzUNTS. 


Charles  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  England  Scot- 
land France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  To  all  to 
whome  these  presents  shall  come  Greetimg.  Whereas  wee  liave 
received  severall  Addresses  from  our  subjects  of  severall  Collonies 
ill  New  England,  all  full  of  duty  and  affection,  and  expressions  of 
loyalty  and  allegiance  to  us,  with  their  humble  desires  that  wee 
would  renew  their  severall  Charters  and  receive  them  into  our  favour- 
able opinion  and  protection,  &  severall  of  our  Colonies  there  and 
other  our  loveing  subjects  have  likewise  complayued  of  diHerences 
and  disputes  arisen  upon  the  lymmitts  and  bounds  of  their  severall 
Charters  and  Jurisdictions,  whereby  unneighbourly  and  unbrotherly 
contentions  have  and  may  arise,  to  the  dammage  and  discredit  of 
the  English  interests,  and  that  all  our  good  subjects  resideing  there 
and  being  planters  within  the  severall  Colonies  doe  not  enjoy  the 
libertyes  and  priviledges  granted  to  them  by  our  several?  Charters 
ui)on  confidence  and  assurance  of  which  they  transported  themselves 
and  their  Estates  into  tiiose  parts.  And  wee  having  received  some 
addresses  from  the  Greate  Men  &  Natives  of  those  Countiyes,  in 
which  tiiey  comi)laine  of  breacli  or  faith  and  of  acts  of  violence  and 
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injustice  which  they  have  been  forced  to  undergoe  from  onr  sub- 
jects ;  wliereby  not  only  our  governement  is  traduced, but  the  rei)n- 
tation  and  credit  of  Christian  Religion  brought  into  prejudice  and 
reproach  with  the  Gentiles  &  inhabitants  of  those  countries  who 
know  not  God,  the  reduction  of  whome  to  the  true  knowledge  and 
feare  of  God,  is  the  most  worthy  and  glorious  end  of  all  those  Planta- 
tions. Upon  all  which  motives  and  as  an  evidence  and  manifesta- 
tion of  our  fatherly  affection  tovvaids  all  onr  subjects  in  those 
severall  Colonies  of  New  England  (that  is  to  say)  of  tlie  Massa- 
chusetts, Conecticot,  New  Plymoutli.  Road  Island  and  the  Provi- 
dence plantation,  and  all  other  plantacons  within  that  tract  of  land 
knowne  under  the  ap])ellation  of  New  England.  And  to  the  end 
that  wee  may  bee  truly  informed  of  the  state  and  condition  of  our 
good  subjects  there,  that  soe  wee  may  the  better  know  Jiow  to  con- 
tribute to  tlie  further  improvement  of  their  happynesse  and  pros- 
l)erity  :  Kxow  yee  therefore  that  wee  reposeing  esi)eciall  trust 
and  confidence  in  the  fidelity  wisdome  and  circumspection  of  our 
trusty  and  wellbeloved  Coll.  Ricliard  Nicolls,  S'  Robert  Carre  Kn' 
George  Cartwriglit  Esq'  and  Samuell  Maverick  Esq''  of  our  especiall 
grace,  certaine  knowledge  and  meer  motion  have  made  ordained 
constituted  and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  doe  makeordayne. 
constitute  and  appoint  the  said  Coll.  Richard  Nicolls,  Sir  Robert 
Carre.  George  Cartwright  and  Samuell  Maverick  our  Commis- 
sioners. And  doe  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  them  or  any  three 
or  two  of  them,  or  of  y^  survivors  of  them  (of  whom  wee  will  the 
said  Coll.  Richard  Nicolls  during  his  life  shall  bee  alwayes  one.  and 
upon  equall  division  of  opinions  to  have  y"  casting  and  decisive 
voyce)  in  our  name  to  visite  all  and  every  the  severall  Colonies 
aforesaid  and  also  full  power  and  authority  to  heare  &  receive  and 
to  examine  and  determine  all  complaints  and- appeals  in  all  cases  and 
matters  as  well  military  as  criminall  and  civill,  and  proceed  in  all 
things  for  the  provideing  for  and  settling  the  peace  and  security  of 
the  said  country,  accoi'ding  to  their  good  and  sound  discretion, and 
to  such  instructions  as  tliey  or  the  survivors  of  them  have  or  shall 
from  tyme  to  tyme  receive  from  us  in  that  behalfe.  and  from  tyme 
to  tyme  as  they  shall  find  expedient  to  certify  us  or  our  Privy  Coun- 
cil of  their  actings  and  proceedings  touching  the  ])remises.  And 
for  the  doing  thereof  or  any  other  matter  or  thing  relateing  there- 
unto, these  presents  or  the  inrollement  thereof  shall  be  unto  them 
and  every  of  them  a  sufficient  warrant  and  discharge  in  that  be- 
halfe. In  Witnesse  whereof  wee  have  caused  these  our  letters  to 
be  made  Patents.  Witnesse  Ounselfe  at  Westminster  the  20'"  day 
of  Apiil  in  tlie  sixteenth  yeare  of  our  Reigne. 

BARKER. 
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COMMISSION  TO  RICHARD  NICOLLS. 


G^EORGE  THE  SECOND  bi/  the  Grace  nf  God  nf  Great  Britain  France 
and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith  Ac.  To  all  to  v:hor)i  these 
presents  shall  come  or  may  concern  Greeting: 

Knoaa'  ye  that  amongst  the  records  remaining  in  our  Secretaries 
Office  for  our  Province  of  New  York  in  America  and  tliere  faith- 
fully preserved  and  kept,  we  have  inspected  into  divers  Records 
relateing  to  Delaware  New  Castle  and  the  Whore  Kill  &c  The  Tenor 
of  which  is  as  follows 

James  Duke  of  York  and  Albany,  Earl  of  Ulster,  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  England  and  Ireland  &c  Constable  of  Dover  Castle, 
Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  &  Governor  of  Portsmouth  &c 
Wliereas  it  hath  pleased  the  Kings  most  Excellent  Ma'"-' my  Sov- 
ereign Lord  and  Brother  by  his  Ma^'^'^  Letters  Patents  bearing  date 
at  Westminster  the  12"^  day  of  March  in  the  Sixteenth  Year  of  his 
Majesties  Reign,  to  Give  and  Grant  unto  me,  and  to  my  Heirs  and 
Assigns  All  that  part  of  tiie  Maine  Land  of  Npw  England,  begin- 
ning at  a  certain  place  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  St.  Croix, 
next  adjoining  to  New  Scotland  in  America,  and  from  thence  ex- 
tending along  the  Sea  Coast  unto  a  certain  place  called  Petuaquine 
or  Pemaquid  and  so  up  the  river  thei'eof ,  to  the  furthest  Head  of 
tlie  same,  as  it  tendeth  Northwards,  and  extending  from  thence  to 
the  river  of  Kinebequi  and  so  upward,  by  the  shortest  course  to  tiie 
river  Canada  Northwards,  And  also  all  that  Island,  or  Islands 
comonly  called  by  the  several  name  or  names  of  Malowacks  or 
Long  Island,  scituate  lying  and  being  towards  the  west  of  Cape 
Cod  and  the  Narrow  Higansetts,  abutting  upon  the  Main  Land 
between  the  Two  rivers  tliere  called  and  known  by  the  several  names 
of  Connecticutt  and  Hudsons  river,  together  also  with  tlie  said  River 
called  Hudsons  river,  and  all  the  land  from  the  west  side  of  Con- 
necticutt river,  to  the  east  side  of  Delaware  Bay ;  And  also  all  those 
several  Islands  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  ^Martin  Vinyard 
and  Nantukes  otherwise  Naiituckett,  Together  with  all  the  Lands, 
Islands,  Soyles,  Rivers,  Harbours,  Mines,  Mineralls,  Quarrys, 
Woods,  Marishes,  Waters,  Lakes,  Fishings,  Hawking,  Hunting, 
and  Fowling,  and  all  other  royalties,  Profitts,  Comodities  and  He- 
reditaments to  the  said  several  Islands  Lauds,  and  premises  belong- 
ing and  appertaining  with  their  and  every  of  their  Appurtenances 
To  Hold  the  same  to  my  own  proper  use  and  belioof,  witli  i)o\ver  to 
Correct,  punish,  pardon.  Govern  and  rule  the  Inhabitants  thereof, 
by  myself,  or  such  Deputys,  Comissioners  or  Officers,  as  I  shall 
think  fitt  to  appoint  as  by  his  Ma"^'"  said  Letters  Patents  may  more 
fully  appear    And  Whereas  I  have  conceived  a  good  Opinion  of  the 
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Integrity,  prudence,  Ability  and  fitness  of  Richard  Nicolls  Esq'  to 
be  employed  as  my  Deputy  there,  I  have  therefore  tiioiiyht  fitt  to 
Constitute  and  Api)oint  and  I  do  liereby  Constitute  and  Appoint 
him  tlie  said  Ricluird  Nicolls  Esq'  to  be  my  Deputy  Governor  witliin 
the  Lands,  Islands  and  places  afores'^  to  perform  and  execute  all  and 
every  tlie  Powers  which  are  by  the  said  Letters  Patents,  granted 
unto  me  to  be  executed,  by  my  Deputy,  Agent  or  Assigne,  To  have 
and  to  Hold  the  said  Place  of  Deputy  Governor,  unto  the  said  Rich- 
ard Xicolls  Esq',  during  my  will  and  pleasure  only,  hereby  willing 
and  requiring  all  and  every  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Lands,  Isl- 
ands and  places  to  give  Obedience  to  him  the  said  Richard  Nicolls 
Esci'  in  all  Things  according  to  the  Tenour  of  his  Ma""  said  Let- 
ters Patents;  And  the  said  Richard  Xicolls  Esq'  to  Observe  follow 
and  execute  such  Orders  and  Instructions,  as  he  shall  from  time  to 
time  receive  from  myself.  Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at 
White  Hall  the  second  day  of  April,  in  the  Sixteenth  Year  of  the 
reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  Charles  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of 
God,  King  of  England,  Scotland,  Fi-ance  and  Ireland  &c  Annog 
Domini  1664 
Bv  Command  of  his  Royal  Highness. 

JAMES. 
W:  Coventry. 


COMICOX  FOR  SETLING  BOUNDARIES  BETWEEN 

NEIGHBOURING  COLONIES,  AND  DISPUTES 

BETWEEN  THE  INDIANS  &  ENGLISH. 


Charles  R. 

Charles  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  England  Scot- 
land France  and  Ireland  Defer.der  of  the  Faith  &c.  To  all  to 
whom  puts  shall  come  Greeting,  Whereas  we  have  received  several 
Addresses  from  our  Subjects  of  several  Colonies  in  New  England, 
all  full  of  Duty  and  Affection,  and  Expressions  of  loyalty  and 
Allegiance  to  us,  w'"  tlieir  humble  Desires  that  we  would  renew 
their  several  Charters,  and  receive  them  into  our  favourable  Opinion 
and  i)rotection  And  several  of  our  Colonies  there,  and  otiier  our 
loving  Subjects  have  likewise  complained  of  Differences  and  Dis- 
putes arisen  upon  the  Limitts  and  Bounds  of  their  several  Charters 
and  Jurisdictions,  whereby  unneighbourly  and  unbrotherly  Conten- 
cons  have  and  may  arise  to  the  Dam:ige  and  Discredit  of  the 
English  Interests,  And  that  all  our  good  Subjects  residing  there 
and  being  Planters  within  the  several  Colonies,  do  not  Enjoy  the 
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Liberties  &  Priviiedges  granted  to  them  by  our  several  Cluirters 
upon  confidence  and  Assurance  of  which  tliey  Transported  tliem- 
selves  <and  tlieir  Estates  into  tliose  ])arts,  And  we  liavinir  received 
some  Addresses  from  tlie  great  men  and  Natives  of  tliose  countries 
in  wliicli  tliey  Comi)lain  of  Breacli  of  Faith  and  of  Acts  of  Violence 
an<l  Injustice  which  they  liave  been  forced  to  undergoefroni  our  Sub- 
jects wliereV)y,  not  only  our  (Tovenunent  is  traduced,  but  the  reputa- 
tion and  Credit  of  Christian  religion  brought  into  prejudice  and  Re- 
proach with  the  Gentiles  and  Inhabitants  of  those  Countries,  who 
know  not  God,  the  reduction  of  wiiom  to  the  true  knowledge  and  fear 
of  God,  is  the  most  worthy  and  glorious  End  of  all  those  Plantations, 
Upon  all  which  motives,  and  as  an  Evidence  and  Manifestation  of 
our  Fartherly  Affection  towards  all  our  Subjects  in  those  several 
Colonies  of  New  England  ( That  is  to  say  )  of  the  Messacliusetts, 
Connecticutt,  New  Plymouth,  Road  Island,  and  Providence  Plan- 
tation, and  all  other  Plantations  within  that  Tract  of  Land  knowji 
under  the  Appellacon  of  New  England;  And  to  the  End  we  may 
be  truly  informed  of  the  State  &  condition  of  our  good  Subjects  there, 
that  so  we  may  the  better  know  how  to  contribute  to  the  further 
Im|)rovement  of  their  Happiness  and  Prosperity  Know  ye  therefore 
that  we  reposing  especially  Trust  and  Confidence,  in  the  Fidelity 
Wisdom  and  Circumspection  of  our  Trusty  and  welljeloved  Colonell 
Richard  Nicolls,  S""  Robert  Carr  Kn'.  George  CartwrigJit  Esq',  and 
Samuel  Mavericks  Esquire,  of  our  especial  Grace  Certain  knowledge 
and  Meer  Motion,  have  made  ordained  constituted  and  appointed 
and  by  these  puts  Do  make  ordain  Constitute  and  Appoint  the 
said  Colonell  Ricliard  Nickolls  S""  Robert  Carr  Kn'  George  Cart- 
WTight  and  Samuel  Mavericks  our  Comissioners,  And  do  hereby 
Give  and  Grant  unto  them  or  any  Three  or  Two  of  them,  or  of  the 
Survivors  of  them  (of  whom  we  with  the  said  Colonell  Richard  N  icolls 
during  his  life  shall  be  always  one  and  upon  equal  Division  of  Opini- 
ons, to  have  the  casting  and  Decisive  Voice)  in  our  Name  to  Visit 
all  and  every  the  several  Colonies  aforesaid  And  also  full  power 
and  Authority  to  hear  and  receive  and  to  examine  and  determine 
all  Complaints  and  Appeals,  in  all  causes  and  Matters  as  well  Mili- 
tary as  Criminal  and  Civil,  and  proceed  in  all  things  for  the  provid- 
ing for  and  Settling  the  peace  and  Security  of  the  said  Country 
according  to  their  good  and  sound  Discrecons  and  to  such  Instruc- 
tions as  they  or  the  Survivors  of  them,  shall  or  have  from  time  to 
time  receive  from  us  in  that  behalf,  and  from  Time  to  Time,  as  they 
shall  find  expodient,  to  Certify  us  or  our  privy  Council  of  their 
Actings,  or  proceedings  touching  the  premisses.  And  for  the  doing 
tliereof,  or  any  other  Matter  or  Thing  relating  thereunto,  tliese 
puts  or  the  Enrollment  thereof,  shall  be  unto  them  and  every  of  them 
a  sufficient  Warrant  and  Discharge  in  that  behalf.  In  Witness 
whereof  we  of  we  have  caused  these  our  Letters  to  be  made  Pattents, 
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Given  at  our  Court  at  White  Hall  the  2(i"'  day  of  Ainil  1W>4:  and  in 
the  sixteenth  year  of  our  reifjii. 

Bv  his  Ma'"'"-  Comand. 


A  PUOCLAMATIOX  TO  PUBLISH  THE  DESIGN  OE  THE 

COMM'\ 


Forasmuch  as  his  Majesty  liath  sent  us  l)y  Comission  under  his 
•J'  Seal  of  Euffhind  (amongst  other  things)  to  expell  or  to  reduce  to 
his  Maties  Obedience  all  such  Forreiffners  as  have  av"*  out  his 
Maties  leave  or  consent  Seated  themselves  amontrst  any  of  his  Do- 
minions in  America  to  the  prejudice  of  liis  Maties  Subjects,  and  tlie 
diminution  of  his  Iloyal  Ditrnity,  We  his  Maties  Com"^-  do  Declaje 
and  Promise,  that  whosoever  of  what  Nation  soever,  will  ujion 
Knowledge  of  this  Proclamation,  Acknowledge  and  testify  them- 
selves to  submit  to  his  Maties  Governmn'  as  his  good  Subjects  ought 
to  do,  shall  be  protected  by  his  xMaties  Laws  and  Justice,  and  peacea- 
Idy  enjoy  whatsoever  God's  Blessing,  and  their  own  honest  Industry 
liave  furnislied  them  with,  and  all  otiier  privileges  witii  his  Maties 
English  Subjects,  We  have  caused  this  to  l)e  ])ublished  that  we 
might  prevent  all  Inconveniencies  to  others  if  it  were  possible. 
However  to  clear  ourselves  from  the  Charge  of  all  those  Miserys. 
that  any  way  may  befall  such  as  live  here,  and  Avillnot  acknowledge 
his  Matv  for  their  Sovereign,  wi)oni  God  preserve. 

GOVERNS 


CHARLES  II.  TO  THE  GOVERNORS  OF  NEW 
ENGLAND. 


Extract  from  the  letter  sent  hij  his  Ma  jest  ij  of  England  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  iVt«-  England,  beginning: 

"Charles  Rex: 

'•  Trusty  and  w^ell  beloved,  we  greet  you  well.    Having  taken  very 
much  to  heart  the  welfare,  &c."    Subscribed  : 

Given  at  our  Court,  at  Whitehall,  the  23*^  April,  1()U4.  in  tlie  X  VI>" 

year  of  our  reign. 

Beneath  was: 

Bv  liis  Majestv's  order. 

iSigned),  HENRY  BENNET. 
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That  we  may  protect  our  sul)jects  of  our  several  i)lantatioiis  from 
the  invasions  of  their  nei<Thbors  and  provide  that  no  subjects  of  our 
neighbor  nations,  liow  allied  soever  vvitli  ns,  may  possess  themselves 
of  any  lands  or  rivers  within  our  territories  and  dominions,  as  we 
are  informed  the  Dutch  have  lately  done,  to  tlie  prejudice  of  our 
good  subjects  of  those  our  i^lantations  and  to  the  obstructions  of 
trade,  which,  in  time,  may  prove  very  miscliievous  to  our  good  sub- 
jects there. 

And,  therefore,  we  cannot  but  be  confident  that  when  our  Com- 
missioners have  imparted  unto  you  our  pleasure  in  tliis  ])articular 
and  tlie  benefit  and  advantage  which,  with  God's  blessing,  muse 
accrue  to  yourselves  from  the  same  besides  the  preventing  many 
growing  iiiconveniences  to  your  peace  and  i)rosperity,  you  will  join 
and  assist  them  vigorously  in  recovering  our  right  in  those  i)laces 
now  possessed  by  the  Dutch  and  reducing  them  to  an  entire  obedi- 
ence and  submission  to  our  government.  In  which  case  our  desire 
and  pleasure  is  that  they  should  be  treated  as  neighbors  and  fellow 
subjects,  and  enjoy,  quietly,  what  they  are  possessed  of  by  their 
honest  industry. 


RESIDENT  APPELBOOM  TO  THE  STATES-GENERAL 


Dated  at  the  Hague,  the  19^"  June,  Anno  1664. 
Whereas  the  undersigned  Resident  of  his  Royal  Majesty  of  Swe- 
den, since  he  had  the  honor  to  appear  at  your  High  Mightinesses' 
Assembly,  hath  several  weeks  ago  requested  a  conference  with  your 
High  Mightinesses'  Deputies,  which  was  granted  to  him  shortly 
afterwards,  and  the  same  was  postponed  from  time  to  time,  and 
howbeit  he  hath  learned  by  private  visits  that  an  answer  shall  be 
given  him  before  he,  the  Resident,  hath  explained  himself  in  such 
conference  concerning  what  was  given  him  exclusively  in  command, 
said  Resident,  in  order  to  consume  the  least  time,  liereby  will  make 
known  to  your  High  Mightinesses  the  contents  of  what  he  hath  Lad 
to  submit  at  such  conference,  respectfully  requesting  tliat  your 
High  Mightinesses  may  be  graciously  pleased  to  i)ay  attention 
thereunto,  and  to  allow  him,  the  Resident,  to  be  furnished  with  a 
wished  for  answer  and  declaration  thereui)on,as  your  High  Mighti- 
nesses, in  your  profound  wisdom,  shall  deem  most  suitable  for  the 
maintenance  of  just  friendship  and  correspondence  between  both 
States. 

(Signed),  IIARALD  APPELBOOM. 

Dated  at  the  Hague,  19"'  June,  1664. 
To  the  Committee  of  the  States-General: 
Noble  and  Mighty  Lords  :  The  credentials  of  his  Royal  Ma- 
33— Vol.  V. 
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jesty,  my  most  fjenerous  Lord,  delivered  to  their  Ilis'li  Miirhtinesses 
on  tiie  126"'  of  May,  liave  suMicieiitly  assured  tlieir  High  Mi.ijlitinesses 
that  his  Royal  Majesty  hatli  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  meditate 
on  the  old  and  reliable  friendship  and  alliance  which  existed  con- 
tinuously between  his  Royal  Majesty's  ancestors  and  their  High 
Mightinesses  for  nearly  time  immemorial,  and  that  consequently  his 
Royal  Majesty  hath  an  exceeding  great  desire  to  cultivate  mutual 
confidence  and  correspondence,  and.  on  the  other  hand,  with  the 
consent  of  both  sides,  to  remove  all  whatever  might  be  found  iiin- 
dersome  and  injurious  thereto. 

1"  And  whereas,  in  regard  to  the  so  called  Elucidation  of  the 
lately  concluded  Treaty  of  Elbing,  divers  incongruities,  obscuri- 
ties, difficulties,  contradictions  and  impossibilities  now  and  then 
have  manifested  themselves,  which  give  a  shock  to  the  ancient 
friendsliip  in  sundry  instances,  his  Royal  Majesty  hath  instructed 
me  to  hold  a  conference  tliereupon  with  their  High  Mightinesses  or 
with  you,  Noble  Mighty,  in  their  name,  to  remove  all  such  obstacles 
to  friendsliip,  and  with  conjoined  hands  to  lift  up  wliat,  thiough  the 
iniquity  of  the  times,  may  be  wrongly  introduced. 

Immediately  oii  proposing  the  Elucidation  in  the  year  lOUU,  serious 
debates  arose  thereon  between  the  Royal  Commissioners  and  their 
High  Mightinesses'  Ministers,  and  the  difficulties  and  inconven- 
iences contained  in  the  aforesaid  Elucidation  Avere  pointed  out  to 
their  High  Mightinesses'  Ambassadors,  but  as  the  said  Ambassa- 
dors, at  tiiat  time,  alleged  the  precise  orders  which  they  had  on  the 
subject,  promising  to  make  a  report  of  the  objections,  and  held  out 
a  hope  that  this  State  would  i)erceive  their  justice,  and  tliat  every- 
thing would  be  redressed,  therefore,  fully  confiding  in  justice  and 
such  like  promises,  at  the  time,  we  would  not  interrupt  the  negotia- 
tions of  friendship  on  that  account,  nor  insist  on  these  objections, 
but  did  proceed  to  the  conclusion  of  the  necrotiation. 

Experience  afterwards  demonstrated  the  injury  done  by  the  Eluci- 
dation to  the  maintenance  of  friendshi]).  His  Royal  Majesty,  in 
order  to  obviate  such  obstacles,  hath  ai^pointed  Commissioners 
to  treat  thereof  with  Mr.  Heinsius,  their  High  Mightinesses'  Resi- 
dent. 

Who,  after  holding  some  conferences,  excused  himself,  when  his 
Most  Hlustrious  Majesty  most  graciously  instructed  me  to  resume 
here  the  conference  thereupon,  and  by  the  production  of  pregnant 
reasons,  to  invite  their  High  Mightinesses  to  revoke  and  rescind  the 
aforesaid  obscure,  offensive  and  in  many  places  impi  acticable  acte  of 
Elucidation,  wliereunto  it  is  hoped  their  High  Mightinesses  will  not 
offer  any  objection. 

2"  Respecting  the  second  ])oint :  Their  High  Mightinesses  are  now 
again,  as  they  have  heretofore  been,  requested  to  i)ay  the  subsidy 
promised  by  tlie  treaty  of  the  year  1640.    True,  indeed,  it  is  that  said 
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treaty  was  directed  ])rincipiilly  against  Denmark,  but  that  article 
has  been  extended  by  the  late  treaty  of  Elbingh,  against  all  others. 
and  his  Royal  Majesty  having  been  since  attacked  by  the  Muscovite, 
the  Emperor,  Denmark  and  Brandenburgh,the  promised  subsidies 
must  also  be  regulated  and  multiplied  by  the  number  of  enemies. 

3"  The  third  point  opposes  the  Dutch  Sound  dues  {Tet/Igelt), 
which,  being  imposed  on  Baltic  wares  and  trade,  mostly  oppressing 
the  kingdom  of  Sweden,  their  High  Mightinesses  were  requested  to 
abolish  the  same,  as  it  was  not  fair  that  one  ally  should  be  thus  in- 
directly aggrieved  by  the  other. 

4°  Furthermore,  I  hereby  hold,  as  renewed,  the  request  of  good 
and  prompt  expedition,  reparation  and  satisfaction  in  the  com- 
plaints heretofore  so  frequently  made,  and  again  repeated  in  regard 
to  the  Royal  Swedish  American  and  African  Company  and  the  mat- 
ter of  the  Grootjcui,  &c.  Confident  that  their  High  Miglitinesses 
will  at  once  issue  orders  for  the  removal  of  all  such  like  unfriendly 
acts. 

(Signed),  H.  APPLEBOOM. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES-GENERAL. 


Thursday,  19'"  June,  1664. 
Read  to  the  Assembly  a  certain  Memorial  of  Mr.  Appleboom,  res- 
ident of  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  a  certain  other  writing  exhibited 
Avith  it  and  addressed  to  Mess''  Huygens  and  other  their  High 
Mightinesses' Deputies  for  the  affairs  of  Sweden,  setting  forth,  in 
substance,  the  points  whereupon  he  desires  a  conference  with  them, 
according  to  the  foregoing  resolution  of  the  committee  {reaolutie 
commissoriadj ;  the  fii'st,  respecting  the  Elucidation  on  the  lately 
concluded  Elbing  treaty  ;  the  second,  the  payment  of  the  subsidies 
promised  by  the  treaty  of  the  year  1640 ;  the  third,  the  Dutch  Sound 
dues  [veylyeU);  the  fourth,  and  last,  the  reparation  and  satisfaction 
of  the  complaints  heretofore  made  in  i-egard  to  the  Royal  Swedish 
American  and  African  Company.  Which,  being  considered,  it  is 
resolved  and  concluded  that  the  retroacta  in  the  aforesaid  respective 
affairs  be  looked  up  by  the  Agent  de  Heyde,  and  when  afterwards 
written  out,  shall  be  handed  to  the  said  Deputies  of  their  High 
Mightinesses,  to  be  used  in  the  aforesaid  conference  according  to 
circumstances. 
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RESIDENT  APPLEBOOM  TO  THE  STATES-GEXERAL. 


The  undersigned  Resident  of  his  Royal  Majesty  of  Sweden  hath 
many  years  ago,  and  namely  on  the  22°^  March,  of  the  year  1656,  by 
express  command  of  his  Royal  ISIajesty,  made  known  to  your  High 
Mightinesses  that  those  of  the  West  India  Company  of  tliis  country 
had,  tlie  year  before,  attacked  unexpectedly  and  with  force  of  arms, 
the  Swedish  Colony  planted  on  the  South  river  of  Florida,  in  Amer- 
ica, sacked  their  forts,  expelled  their  inhabitants  and  thus  thoroughly 
stripped  the  Swedish  Company  of  their  district,  which  they  had  i)ur- 
chased  on  the  aforesaid  South  river  from  the  natives  and  right 
owners  of  the  country,  and  possessed  opit»io  jure  et  tituJo  several 
years  in  ]>eace.  Which  information  and  complaints  have  not  been 
followed,  as  they  ought,  in  justice,  to  liave  indeed  been,  by  any  sat- 
isfaction or  redress,  at  that  time  nor  since,  nor  up  to  this  moment : 
therefore,  the  aforesaid  Resident  doth  now.  on  further  instructions 
from  his  most  excellent  Royal  Majesty,  hereby  renew  his  previous 
complaints,  and  consequently  amicably  requests  your  High  Might- 
inesses to  be  graciously  pleased  to  order  the  aforesaid  West  India 
Company  to  restore  the  aforesaid  wrested  lands  to  the  Swedish 
Company  in  tegrum,  and  reimburse  it  all  losses  and  damages  it  has 
suffered,  and  that  so  much  more  and  the  speedier,  lest  his  Royal 
Majesty's  subjects  may  experience  still  further  prejudice  in  their 
rights  and  properties,  as  it  was  understood  from  that  side  that  the 
said  West  India  Company  of  this  country  were  themselves  now 
questioned  by  others  in  those  parts. 

As  this  will  be  conformable  to  equity  and  mutual  friendship  and 
alliance,  so  doth  his  Royal  Majesty  indubitably  expect  it  from  your 
High  Mightinesses. 

Furthermore,  the  aforesaid  Resident  doth  also  request  a  speedy 
and  desirable  answer  on  the  points  by  him  now  recently  handed  in 
to  your  High  Mightinesses'  Deputies,  and  whereupon  they,  without 
doubt,  will  make  a  report  to  your  High  Mightinesses'  assembly. 
(Signed),  IIARALD  APPLEBOOM. 

Done  at  the  Hague  the  27">  June,  1664. 
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FURTHER  MEMORIAL  DELIVERED  BY  HIS  SWEDISH 
MAJESTY'S  RESIDENT,  TO  THEIR  HIGH  MIGHTI- 
NESSES, IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE  GOOD  AND  (COMPLETE 
RIGHT  OF  THE  SWEDISH  CROWN  AND  ITS  SUBJECTS 
TO  NOVA  SUECIA,  IN  AMERICA. 


Summarily  to  deduce  tlie  said  right,  agreeably  to  the  said  Resi- 
dent's Memorials  of  the  22"'^  March,  165G,  and  27"'  June,  1G64,  the 
fact  is,  that  the  district  of  Nova  Suecia,  lying  on  the  west  side  of 
the  South  river  of  Florida,  in  America,  was  not  taKen,  purchased 
nor  bought  from  any  Netherlandersor  Hollanders,  to  whom  it  never 
hath  belonged ;  biit  from  the  Indians  themselves,  whose  property  it 
was,  and  at  a  time  when  it  still  lay  wild,  vacant  and  waste,  and  un- 
inhabited by  any  European  nation.  Which  Indians,  as  the  right 
owners  of  that  country,  delivered  up  and  conveyed  the  same  to  the 
Crown  of  Sweden  and  its  subjects  after  due  purchase  and  treaty, 
and  fixed  and  established  the  limits  thereof  by  erecting  the  Swedish 
arms,  as  the  same  appears  by  the  tliereon  executed  documents  and 
acts  signed  and  ratified  by  the  true  owners  and  proprietors  of  those 
lands,  who,  though  Indians,  have  among  themselves  their  form  of 
government,  justice  and  policy,  whereby  they,  after  their  manner, 
I'etain  each  his  own  ;  and  they  being  master  and  lord  of  their  own 
country  have,  also,  consequently,  tlie  power  to  sell  and  alienate  the 
same  as  they  think  proper.  The  Crown  of  Sweden  having  acquired, 
then,  the  aforesaid  country  by  good  title,  its  possession  thereof  has, 
therefore,  been  lawful,  without  affording  the  West  India  Company 
here  any  i)retext  for  saying  that  it  has  been  injured ;  the  intention 
having  never  been  to  disturb  the  same  in  its  property. 

Jt  appears  by  the  published  maps  of  New  Netherland,  that  the 
aforesaid  West  India  Company  are  in  possession,  on  the  South 
river,  fifteen  leagues  up,  of  a  fort  called  Nassau,  which  fort  will  not 
be  called  in  question  here,  it  lying  on  the  opposite,  or  eastern  bank 
of  the  river.  The  West  India  Company  may  deduce  their  right 
therefrom,  but  said  fort  can,  by  no  means,  give  them  any  jurisdic- 
tion over  Nova  Suecia,  which  is  altogether  separated  from  New 
Netherland  by  the  aforesaid  river,  and  lies  on  the  west  side  thereof, 
where  the  Crown  of  Sweden  caused  Fort  Christina  to  be  built, 
which  was  the  first  fortification  erected  there  after  the  acquisition 
of  that  district,  where  the  Royal  Swedish  Governor  has  always  duly 
maintained  the  respect  and  juriodiction  of  the  Crown  of  Sweden, 
and  even  preserved  good  understanding  and  neighborhood  with  the 
Hollanders  on  the  North  river,  in  order  the  better  to  exclude,  by 
united  action,  other  nations.  It  were  to  be  desired  that  this  union 
continued,  and  that  the  West  India  Company  could  have  been  con- 
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tent  with  what  they  were  possessing.  But  the  said  Company, 
seeing  that  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  on  Nova  Suecia,  was  the 
best  land,  and  tliat  tlie  Swedes  had  purchased  tlie  same  from  the 
riglit  owners,  and  lield  this  ju.sto  titulo,  had  recourse  to  divers  ex- 
pedients to  obtain  a  footliold  on  the  same  side  of  the  river,  but 
having  been  informed  by  the  inliabitants  liow  far  the  Swedish  limits 
extended,  could  not  well  accomplish  their  purpose,  so  long  as  the 
Swedish  Governor  maintained  his  right.  They  took  their  residence 
far  down  in  the  Bay  and  acted  with  the  Indians  in  wild  disorder, 
who  would  repel  their  violence  with  similar  violence,  but  were 
unable. 

By  such,  and  no  other  right,  did  the  West  India  Company  after- 
wards, from  time  to  time,  render  themselves,  more  and  more,  mas- 
ters in  the  South  river,  being,  besides  tiiat,  also,  more  powerful  in 
the  North  river  than  the  Swedes,  especially  as  the  Swedes  had  ex- 
perienced some  delay  and  inconvenience  in  the  transportation  of 
their  ordinary  garrisons  and  people.  This  gave  the  advantage  to 
the  West  India  Company,  and  they,  pressing  forward  in  Nova 
Suecia,  forcibly  tore  down  the  boundai'y  marks  and  Swedish  arms 
far  and  near,  and  constructed  a  fort  two  leagues  below  Fort 
Christina,  on  Swedish  territory.  The  said  place  was  afterwards 
WTested  again  from  them,  but  the  West  India  Company  thereupon 
sending  a  ship  from  Amsterdam  thither,  with  ammunition  and 
troops,  they  had  recourse  to  such  extreme  violence  and  hostility 
that  they  seized  on  the  whole  of  Nova  Suecia;  stripped  Fort  Christina 
of  all  its  guns  and  ammunition  ;  forced  the  Swedish  Colonists  in 
those  parts  to  swear  fealty  and  homage,  and,  regardless  of  right, 
dragged  everything  after  them,  wherein  they  still  persist,  and 
strengthen  themselves  more  and  more ;  debauching  not  only  the 
Swedish  inhabitants  who  hapi)en  to  be  there,  but  even  drawing  and 
conveying  from  Finland  and  Old  Sweden,  additional  inhabitants  to 
be  employed  in  their  service  in  New  Sweden,  as  the  Swedish  people 
are  more  conversant  with,  and  understand  better  than  any  other 
nation,  the  cultivation  of  pasture,  wood  and  tillage  land,  tishing, 
hunting  and  fowling. 

His  most  sacred  Majesty  could  not  observe,  without  resentment, 
such  proceedings  and  enormities,  and  hopes  that  they  will  be  re- 
garded by  their  High  Mightinesses  with  such  indignation  that  tlie 
West  India  Company  of  this  country  shall  be  constrained  to  render 
due  restitution  and  satisfaction  in  all  these  premises.  For,  hath 
the  Crown  of  Sweden  acquired  Nova  Suecia  justly  ?  Was  the  same 
in  lawful  possession  thereof  V  Hath  the  West  India  Company  here 
deprived  the  Swedisli  Crown  thereof  by  force  and  violence  V  Doth 
the  said  Company  still  persist  in  its  injustice  and  wrong?  It  is, 
then,  proper  and  liiglily  necessary,  that  provision  should  at  once  be 
made,  that  the  aforesaid  Company  be  brought  to  reason,  and  restore 
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buck  wliat  they  are  unjustly  occupying,  with  indemnity  for  all 
caused  loss  and  injuries,  which  his  most  sacred  Majesty  exi)ects  from 
their  High  Mightinesses  without  further  delay. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES-GENERAL. 


Friday,  27"'  June,  1664. 
Read  at  the  Assembly  a  certain  Memorial  of  Resident  Appelboom, 
to  tlie  effect  that  restitution  be  made  to  tlie  Swedish  African  Com- 
pany of  the  lands  formerly  taken  from  them  by  the  West  India 
Company  of  this  country,  on  the  Soutli  river  of  Florida;  also  that 
he,  the  Resident,  may  obtain  a  speedy  answer  on  the  points  by  him 
recently  submitted  to  their  High  Mightinesses'  Deputies.  Which 
being  considered,  it  is  resolved  and  concluded  that  the  aforesaid 
Memorial  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  tlie  attending  Directors  of 
the  aforesaid  West  India  Company,  to  write  down  the  unsettled 
differences  between  the  two  Companies,  so  as  to  enable  them  and 
to  be  prepared  to  arrange  the  same  in  a  friendly  way. 


COMMISSIONERS       OF      THE       COLONIE       ON       THE 

DELAWARE  RIVER  TO  THE  BURGOMASTERS 

OF  AMSTERDAM. 


To  the  Right  Worshipful,tfie  Burgomasters  of  this  city  A'lnsterdam  : 
The  Commissioners  for  the  management  of  the  South  river  in 
New  ^etherland,  having  understood  that  the  designs  of  the  Eng- 
lish were  aimed  not  only  at  the  coast  of  Africa  (as  experience  hath 
certainly  shown),  but  also  at  the  conquest  of  New  Netherland, 
whereunto  they  have  dispatched  3  (a  .  4  ships  with  300  soldiers  on 
board  ;  said-  Commissioners  are  therefore  troubled,  the  rather,  as 
they  are  not  without  reason  of  opinion  that  your  Worships'  Colonie 
on  the  South  river  incurs  great  danger  and  risk  of  invasion,  for, 
although  from  previous  proceedings  and  frivolous  pretences  of  the 
neighboring  English  in  the  north  there.  Long  Ishmd  and  tlie  North 
river  will  have,  in  all  probability,  to  bear  the  first  shock :  yet  'tis 
sure  and  certain  that  the  South  river  will  not  be  left  unmolested, 
but  Avill  be  afterwards  invaded  by  them,  and  the  rather,  because 
this  nation  in  that  country  is  possessed  of  one  particular  idea, 
absolutely  maintaining  that,  in  such  case  (which,  God  forefend), 
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they  would  soon  be  forgotten,  because  the  Colonie  is  esteemed  of 
little  value  by  the  Worshipful  Regents,  as  Is  very  expressly  stated 
by  Director  Alexander  d'Hinojossa  in  his  letters  last  received,  the 
summary  whereof  has  been  communicated  some  days  ago  to  your 
Worships. 

Tliis  imminent  danger  being  then  so  much  apprehended,  the 
Commissioners  are,  under  correction,  of  opinion,  that  this  city 
should  principally  be  interested,  not  only  on  account  of  the  trade 
which  is  carried  on  from  this  i)lace  to  that  conquest  in  general,  but 
specially  of  its  Colonie  on  the  South  river,  which  finally  is  exhibit- 
ing, after  such  a  great  exi)ense,  so  favorable  an  appearance.  It 
being  alleged,  and  this  hope  being  held  out  in  reference  to  the  fer- 
tility of  the  soil,  which  is  capable  of  producing  all  sorts  of  Baltic 
commodities  and  otlier  foreign  productions,  that  at  least  10,000 
skepels  of  wheat  were  to  be  expected  here  from  thence  within  two 
years,  after  which  it  will  increase  and  improve  more  and  more  every 
year,  and  therefore  will  realize  an  annual  profit  of  several  thousands, 
which  can  also  be  seen  from  the  aforesaid  summary  of  the  Director's 
letters. 

And,  as  we  are  informed,  that  the  Directors  of  the  West  India 
Company  have  already  requested  your  Worships'  favorable  recom- 
mendation to  your  Deputies  at  the  Hague,  to  the  end  that  they  be 
maintained  against  such  designs  of  the  English  on  that  country, 
and  assisted  by  at  least  one  ship  of  war  and  a  good  number  of 
soldiers,  tlie  Commissioners,  out  of  respect  for  the  interest  which 
your  Worships  have  in  common  tlierein,  considered  it  their  duty 
hereby  to  second  the  aforesaid  Comjiany,  and  accordingly  respect- 
fully to  request  your  Worships  so  to  direct  this  matter,  that  so 
trifling  an  aid  may  be  granted  by  the  State,  in  order  to  prevent  such 
inimical  designs,  and  consequently  to  preserve  a  conquest  of  such 
appearance. 

Relying  thereupon,  &c. 


RESOLUTION    OF    THE    COMMON    COUNCIL    OF 
AMSTERDAM. 


8'"  July,  1604. 
Read  a  Memorial  of  the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company 
respecting  the  applications  made  by  said  Company  to  the  State  for 
assistance  against  the  violence  which  the  English  have  had  recourse 
to  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  also  threatened  in  New  Netherland, 
which  contains  likewise  a  request  from  the  aforesaid  for  letters  to 
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MessMhe  Deputies  from  tins  city,  to  the  end  that  tl.e  aforesaid 
Con^pany  may  most  speedily  obtain  the  Holland  continjn    of  sL 
thousand  guilders,  voted  in  the  year  1656  for  the  security  of  tie 
castle  de  Mma  and  the  coast  of  Guinea,  and  that  fi.,mle  money 
no.   lately  appropriated  for  naval  affairs.    Moreover,  is  prelnted 
a  Memorial  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  manaLrement  of   1  eSont 
nver  m  New  Netherland,  in  substance  th=(t  ti.edv    mention 

conquests  theie  and  preservation  of  this  city's  Colonie  accordin^r 

E  tt  ''r:^T''^Tr'^  --^^^^-^^^  ^-  ^^un^r^:^'^r, 

Pieter  Cioeclf  Dr  ril/i  V  ^^^  considered,  Mess^»  Joan  d^  Poll 
-rieiei  i^ioeck,  Di.  Gilhs  \  alckenier  and  Dr.  Frans  lleael  -ir^  .-p 
quested  and  appointed  to  examine  the  aforesaid  Cno  ia  '^id  t  J 
repor  their  opinions  and  advice  thereon.  Savin,  t  is  Me;;  the 
Deputies,  are  authorized  and  instructed  to  attend  t  and  pit^moe 
tlie  bus.ness  winch  shall  be  transacted  at  the  Ila^ue  inthsTase 
and  to  communicate  the  result  thereof  to  this  Boai^T  ' 


RESOLUTION    OF    THE    COMMON    COUNCIL   OF 
AMSTERDAM. 

TT.     ^   ^,  .  IC"  July,  1664. 

-Heard  the  opinions  and  advice  of  Committee  of  n,^«  n^       ■^ 
«mcl,  pursuant  a„.  (o,-  ti.e  tulfiUment  ont    So  ,  "      a™"  I 
n.Uun,  exammed  a  Memorial  of  tl.e  Directors  of  the  Wes    Mi-, 

contingent  of  sixty  thousand  Suilders^S'^U  ryear  j"      ,':,r 
the  security  of  ti,e  castle  del  Minu  and  the  coast  of  6^1"  a.KUl  a 
f  om  the  moneys  now  lately  appropriated  for  nava   Siir       Tlt^ 
aloresa.d  Oom„,issio„ers  having  in  like  manner  cons  dered  the  co 
tents  of  a  sm.ilar  Memorial  of  the  Cou.missioners  f  r  su|«   Ind' 
ing  the  South  r.ver  of  New  Xetherland,  to  the  effect  tin     I  e  .C™ 

pTs\raL"i?t,r-f':';M'"-"'^"""'' »'"'-""■' '* 

pieservation  of  tins  city's  Coloaie,  mav  be  facilif'.fPfi  -.wi  „..     +    i 

Sneiir^E "r;","'-?"" •^'™°^'* ^''^^ i"  ' " "i- 

ment  Kegiste.,  E.,  fol.  1,  et  seq.    Wliicli  heing  considered  it  is  re 
solved  and  concluded  that  on  the  part  of  thiscity  all  aSstance  a,' d 
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grood  offices  shall  be  contributed,  to  the  end  that  the  aforesaid  Com- 
pany be  aided  with  the  ships  and  soldiers  required,  to  serve  as  a 
convoy  of  the  said  Comi)any's  ships  ;  also  for  tlie  garrisoning  and 
preservation  of  the  forts  and  places  belonging  to  this  State  in 
Guinea  and  further  coast  of  Africa  ;  for  the  reinforcement  of  New 
Netherland  and  resistance  of  tlie  violence  designed  against  tlie 
countries  there.  In  tliis  wise,  however,  that  said  sliips  of  war  and 
soldiers  be  not  employed  in  the  recapture  of  Cape  Verd,  or  what- 
ever else  might  have  been  taken  by  the  English  on  coast  aforesaid, 
nor  in  any  other  offensive  acts.  In  like  manner  Mess"  the  Deputies 
will  please  facilitate  and  further  the  payment  to  the  Company  of 
the  above  mentioned  quota  of  Holland,  in  the  said  60,000  gl.  in 
order  to  its  being  emi)loyed  both  in  the  transportation  of  the  afore- 
said soldiers  and  in  the  purchase  of  ammunition  of  war  and  other 
jiecessaries. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES-GENERAL. 


Friday,  lo'"  August,  1664. 
The  two  distinct  Memorials  resi)ectively  delivered  by  Mr.  Appel- 
boom.  Resident  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  on  the  19"'  and  27"'  June,  to 
their  High  Mightinesses  and  their  Committee,  are  again  brought 
before  the  meeting,  requesting,  among  other  things,  that  good  and 
prompt  exi)edition,  reparation  and  satisfaction  be  at  once  given  on 
the  complaints  heretofore  frequently  brought  forward  by  tiiose  of 
the  Swedish  Royal  African  Company  against  those  of  the  West 
India  Company  of  this  country ;  also  that  the  Swedish  American 
Company  be  reintegrated  in  a  certain  Swedish  Colonie,  having  oc- 
cupied the  South  river  of  Florida,  in  America,  whence  they  were 
driven  by  those  of  said  West  India  Company  of  this  country. 
Which  being  considered,  it  is  resolved  and  concluded  that  Resident 
Appelboom  was,  on  the  aforesaid,  first  informed  in  a  verbal  confer- 
ence with  Mr.  Van  Braeckel  and  other  their  High  Mightinesses' 
Deputies  for  the  affairs  of  Sweden,  and  afterwards  by  written  an- 
swer, that  their  High  [Mightinesses  were  ready,  and  had  also  fully 
authorized  their  Deputies  to  treat  and  conclude  amicably  upon  the 
aforesaid  African  and  Guinea  differences  with  his  Majesty  or  those 
autliorized  by  him.  And,  regarding  the  second  point,  as  tlieir  High 
Mightinesses  will  have  need  of  further  information  as  to  the  alleged 
violence  committed  by  those  of  the  West  India  of  these  parts 
on  the  Swedish  nation  in  America,  at  the  South  river  of  Florida 
or  elsewhere  ;  that,  therefore,  Mr.  Appelboom 's  Memorial  mention- 
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ing  it,  shall  be  sent  to  the  Presiding  Chamber  of  the  said  West 
India  Company  of  tliis  country,  in  order  that  it  may  communicate 
information  thereupon,  to  the  end  that,  on  receipt  of  such  informa- 
tion, and  the  same  being  seen  by  the  Assembly,  further  resolution 
be  taken  thereupon  as  to  the  exigency  of  affairs  may  appertain. 


STATES-GENERAL  TO  THE  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  WEST 
INDIA  COMPANY. 


To  the  Presiding  Chamber  of  the  West  India  Company  of  this  country; 
15'"  August,  I6G4. 

At  the  Hague,  the  15'"  August,  1664. 
The  States,  &c. 
Honorable,  &c  :  We  send  you  herewith  the  annexed  copv  of  the 
Memorial  herebefore  presented  by  Resident  Appleboom,to  the  effect 
that  tlie  Swedish  African  Company  may  be  reintegrated,  in  a  certain 
Swedish  Colony,  occupying  the  South  river  of  Florida,  in  America, 
whence  they  had  been  expelled  by  those  of  the  West  India  Company, 
requesting  and  requiring  you  to  transmit  your  information  there- 
upon at  the  earliest  moment.     Whereunto,  &c. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  STATES-GENERAL. 


Tuesday,  19">  August,  1664. 
On  consideration,  it  is  resolved  and  concluded  that  their  High 
Mightinesses'  Deputies  for  the  affairs  of  Sweden  here  present,  shall, 
notwithstanding  the  absence  of  some  of  the  Committee,  proceed  to 
a  verbal  conference  with  Mr.  Resident  Appleboom  on  the  points 
expressed  in  their  High  Mightinesses"  resolution  of  the  15"'  instant, 
and  report  thereupon. 


GOVERN^  STUYYESANTS  1^'  LETTER. 


Dated  in  Fort  Anill  in  New  Netherlands  y'  \^,'^  Aug'  1664. 
Bight  HoWnhle  Sirs: 

Whereas  we  have  rec^  Intelligence  that  about  3  days  since  there 
Arrived  an  English  Man  of  Warr,  or  Friggott  in  the  Bay  of  the 
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North  River  belonging  to  tlie  New  Netherlands,  and  since  that 
three  more  are  arrived,  by  wliat  order  or  pretence  is  yet  unknown 
to  us,  and  having  reC*  various  reports  concerning  their  Arrival 
npon  this  Coast,  and  not  being  apt  to  entertain  any  tiling  of  preju- 
dice intended  ag'  us.  Have  by  order  of  the  Comander  in  Chief  of  the 
New  Netherlands  thought  it  convenient  and  requisite,  to  Send  the 
Worsp"  the  Bearers  hereof  (that  is  to  say)  the  Worsp"  John  Declyer 
one  of  the  Chief  Councill,  The  reverend  John  Megapolensis  Minisf 
Paule  Leendel  vandergrist  Major  of  this  Town,  and  have  joined  w"" 
them  M'"  Sam:  ilegapolensis  Doctor  in  Physick  whom  by  these 
presents  have  appointed  and  Ordered  that  with  the  utmost  respect 
and  civility,  they  do  desire  and  entreat  of  the  Comander  in  Chief 
of  the  aforesaid  Men  of  Warr  or  Frigotts,  the  intent  and  meaning 
of  their  approach  and  continuing  in  the  Harbour  of  Naijacly  with- 
out giving  any  Notice  to  us,  or  first  acquainting  us  with  their  de- 
sign, W""  Action  hath  caused  much  Admiration  in  us,  having  not 
rec"^  any  timely  knowledge  of  the  same  w*  in  respect  to  the  Gov- 
ernm'  of  the  Place  they  ought,  and  were  obliged  to  iiave  done. 
Wherefore  upon  the  consideration  afores''  It  is  desired  and  entreated 
from  the  Gen"'''  of  the  afores'^  Men  of  Warr  or  Frigg'"  as  also  from 
our  before  Deputed  Agents,  whom  we  desire  your  Hono"^-"  civilly  to 
treat,  and  to  give  and  render  to  them  the  occason  of  your  Arrivall 
here,  upon  this  Coast,  and  you  will  give  an  oi)portunity  (that  after 
our  hearty  Salutes  and  well  wisiies  of  your  health)  to  pray  that  you 
may  be  blessed  in  eternity,  and  always  remain, 
Riglit  Hon^'-^  Sirs 

Your  Hono"'''  affec :  Friend  &  Serv', 

P:  STUYVESANT. 
By  Order  and  Appointm"  of  the  Govern'  &  Comander  in  Chief  of 
y"  Councill  of  the  N.  Netherlands. 

COR:  RUYVEN  Secret : 


COL:  NICHOLLS  HIS  ANSWER  AND  SUMONS. 


Dated  on  board  his  Ma"*"'  Ship  the  Guyny 
riding  before  Naijck  the  f  |}  Aug''  1664. 
To  the  Hon'''''  the  Governor  and  Chief  Councell  at  the  Manhatans : 

Right  Worthy  Sirs  :  I  rec^  a  Letter  by  some  worthy  Persons  in- 
trusted by  you.  bearing  date  the  V!j  Aug"  desiring  to  know  tlie  intent 
of  the  approach  of  the  English  Friggotts,  in  return  of  w'''  I  think  it 
fit  to  let  you  know,  That  his  Ma""'  of  Great  Britaine  whose  right 
and  Title  to  those  parts  of  America  is  unquestionable  well  knowing 
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liow  miicli  it  derogates  from  his  CrowMi  and  Dignitie,  to  Suffer  any 
Forraigners  how  near  soever  they  be  Allyed  to  Usurj)  a  Dominion 
and  without  his  Ma''^''  Royal  Consent  to  Inhabit  in  those  or  any 
otlier  his  Ma"'^  Territoryes,  liatli  Conianded  me  in  his  name  to  re- 
quire a  surrender  of  all  such  Forts,  Towns  or  Places  of  strength 
which  are  now^  possessed  by  the  Dutch  under  your  Comands  And  in 
his  Ma"-^  Name  I  do  Demand  tlie  Town  scituate  upon  the  Island 
commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Manhatoes  with  all  tlie  Forts 
thereunto  belonging  to  be  render'd  unto  his  Ma"^'^  Obedience  and 
protection  into  my  hands.  I  am  further  Comanded  to  Assure  you 
and  every  respective  Inhabitant  of  the  Dutch  Nation  That  "his 
Ma'^"  being  tender  of  the  Effusion  of  Christian  Blood,  doth  by  these 
presents  Confirm  and  Secure  to  every  Man  his  Estate  Life  and  Lib- 
erty, who  shall  readily  submit  to  his  Government.  And  all  those 
who  shall  oppose  his  :Ma''"  gracious  intencon  must  expect  all  the 
Miserys  of  a  Warr,  \v<^"  they  bring  upon  themselves.  I  shall  expect 
your  Answer  by  these  Gentlemen  Coll :  George  Cartwright  one  of 
his  Ma''«  Com^"  in  America,  Capt  Robert  Needham  Capt  Edward 
Groves  and  M--  Thomas  Delavall,  whom  you  will  intertain  and 
treat  witli  such  Civility  as  is  due  to  them,  and  yo"elves  and  yo^^ 
sliall  receive  the  same  from. 

Worthy  Sirs,  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

RICH:  NICOLLS. 


THESE  TO  THE  HONO''^  THE  GOVERNO^  OF  THE 
MANHATOES. 


Honoured  Sir:  The  neglect  of  signing  this  Inclosed  Letter 
when  it  was  first  brought  to  yo^  hands  by  Coll :  Geo :  Cartwi'ight 
was  an  omission  w^"  is  now  amended  and  i  must  attribute  the  ne- 
glect of  it  at  first  to  the  over  hasty  Zeale  I  had  in  dispatching  my 
Answer  to  the  Letter  I  rec^  from  you  dated  19  Instant.  I  have 
nothing  more  to  add  either  in  matter  or  form  than  is  therein  ex- 
pressed only  that  your  speedy  Answer  is  necessary  to  prevent  future 
inconveniences  and  will  very  much  oblige 

Your  affectionate  humble  Serv', 

RI :  NICOLLS. 

(By  the  Hands  of  Capt  Will"'  Hill,  Capt  Robert  Needham  &  Capt 
Math.  NicoUs.) 


526  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

GOVERN^  STUYVESANT'S  ANSWER  BY  CAP  T  HILL  &c. 


Amsterdam  Sept  V^ :  New  Stile  1664. 
Sir  :  Even  now  we  rec'  yC'  of  tlie  ;;!;  An??"  by  yo""  Depnty  Cap' 
Willm  Hill,  Robert  Needhum  and  Matliias  Nicolls  concerning  W'' 
(if  it  please  God)  we  shall  f  nlly  answer  yon  tomorrow,  meantime  we 
salute  you  and  comend  you  to  the  proteccoii  of  God  &  rest  S"" 
Yo''  Affectionate  Friend  &  Serv' 

P.  STYVESANT. 


GOVERNOil  STUYVESANT'S  ANSWER  TO  THE  LRE  OF 

SUMONS. 


At  the  Fort  at  Amsterdam  2*  Sept.  New  Stile  1664. 

My  Lords:  Your  1*' Lre  unsigned  of  |;}  August  together  with 
that  of  this  day  signed  according  to  form  being  the  T'  of  Sept.  have 
been  safely  delivered  into  o'  hands  by  yo'"  Deputies,  unto  which  we 
shall  say :  That  the  riglits  of  his  Ma" '  of  England  unto  any  pie  of 
America  hereabout  amongst  the  rest  unto  the  Colonys  of  Virginia. 
Maryland,  or  otliers  in  New  England  wliether  disputable  or  not  is 
tliat  w'^  for  the  present  we  have  no  design  to  debate  upon,  but  that 
his  Ma"'=  hath  an  undisputable  right  to  all  the  Lands  in  the  North 
parts  of  America  is  that  w^"  the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain  will  dis- 
allow as  we  absolutely  do  by  vertue  of  a  Comission  given  to  us  by 
My  Lords  the  higli  and  mighty  States  Gen""  to  be  Governo''  Gen"" 
over  New  Holland,  the  Isles  of  Cura^o  Bouweries  Aruba  w'*"  their 
appurtences  &  dependencies  bearing  date  26'^  of  July,  1646  :  as  also 
by  vertue  of  a  Grant  &  Comicjon  given  by  my  s''  L'*'  of  high  and 
mighty  States  Gen""  to  the  West  India  Company  in  the  year  1621 :  w'" 
as  much  power  and  as  Authenitique  as  his  s**  Ma''"  of  England  hath 
given  or  can  give  to  any  Colony  in  America  as  more  fully  appears 
by  the  Patent  and  Comission  of  the  s'*  Lords  the  States  Gen^"  by 
them  signed  registered  and  Sealed  w""  their  Great  Seal  W*"  were 
showed  to  your  Denutv's  Coll :  George  Cartwriglit,  Cap'  Robert 
Needham,  Cap'  Edward  Groves  and  Mr  Tho"  Delavall,  by  w'''  Com- 
ission and  patent  together  (to  deale  frankly  w"'  you)  and  by  divers 
Lres  Signed  and  Sealed  by  our  said  Lords  the  States  Gen*"  directed 
to  several  persons  both  English  and  Dutch,  Inhabiting  tlie  Towns 
and  Villages  on  Long  Island  (which  without  doubt  have  been  pro- 
duced before  you  by  those  Inhabitants)  by  w^""  they  are  Declared  & 
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Acknowledged  to  be  their  Subjects  w"'  express  Coinand  tliat  tliey 
continue  faitliful  unto  tliem,  under  penalty  of  incurring  their 
utmost  Displeasure,  W''  makes  it  appear  more  clear  than  the  Sun  at 
Noonday,  That  yo""  first  foundacon  viz' :  That  the  right  and  Title  of 
his  Ma'"^  of  Great  Britain  to  these  parts  of  America  is  unquestion- 
able) is  absolutely  to  be  denyed.  Moreover  it's  witliout  dispute  & 
Acknowledged  by  all  the  World  tliat  our  Predecesso"  by  vertue  of 
the  Comission  and  Patent  of  the  s'^  Lords  the  States  Gen""  have  w"' 
out  Controul  and  i)eaceably,  The  Contrary  never  coming  to  our 
knowledge)  enjoyed  Fort  Orange  about  40  or  50  years,  the  Manhat- 
tans about  41  or  42  years,  the  South  Iliver  40  years  &  and  tlie  fresh 
water  river  about  36  years.  Touching  the  Second  Subject  of  yo"" 
Lre  (viz' : )  his  Ma"""  hath  Comanded  me  in  his  name  to  require  a  Sur- 
render of  all  such  Forts,  Towns  or  places  of  Strength  w"^''  now  are 
possessed  by  the  Dutcli  under  yo''C6mand,  We  shall  Answer  that  we 
are  so  Confident  of  the  Discrecon  &  equity  of  his  Ma'''^'  of  Great 
Britain  that  in  case  I) is  Ma"^  were  informed  of  the  Truth  w''  is  that 
the  Dutch  came  not  into  these  provinces  by  any  Violence  but  by 
vertue  of  Comission  from  my  Lords  the  States  Gen""  first  of  all  in 
the  year  1614:,  1615:  and  1616:  up  the  North  river  near  Fort 
Orange,  where  to  hinder  the  Invasions  and  Massacres  comonly 
committed  by  the  Savages  they  built  a  Little  Fort,  and  after  in 
tlie  year  1622  :  and  even  to  this  present  time  by  vertue  of  Comission, 
and  Grant  to  the  Governo'^  of  the  West  India  Company,  and  more- 
over in  the  year  1656 :  a  Grant  to  the  Hono''''^  the  Burgo  Mast"  of 
Amsterdam  of  the  South  river  Insomuch  that  by  vertue  of  the 
aboves"^  Comission  from  the  High  and  Mighty  States  General  given 
to  psons  Interested  as  afores'^and  others  These  provinces  have  been 
Governed  and  consequently  enjoyed  as  also  in  regard  to  tlieir  first 
Discovery  uninterrupted  possession  and  purchase  of  the  Lands  of 
the  princes  Natives  of  the  Country  and  other  private  persons 
(though  Gentiles)  we  make  no  doubt  that  if  his  s"*  Mat'''  of  Great  Brit- 
ain were  well  informed  of  these  passages  he  would  be  too  judicious 
to  Grant  such  an  Order,  principally  in  a  time  wiien  there  is  so  straight 
a  Frieiidship  and  Confederacy  between  our  s"'  Lords  and  Superio""  to 
trouble  us  in  the  demanding  and  Summon  of  the  places  and  Foi't- 
resses  w'*"  were  put  into  our  hands,  w""  order  to  Maintain  tliem  in  the 
name  of  the  said  Lords  the  States  Gener""  as  was  made  to  appear  to 
yc  Deputys  under  tlie  Names  and  Seal  of  the  s"*  High  and  Mighty 
States  Gen""  Dated  28"'  July  1646 :  Besides  what  hath  been  men- 
tioned there  is  little  probability  that  his  s'^  Ma""  of  England  (in  regard 
the  Articles  of  ])eace  are  printed  and  were  recomended  to  us  to  ob- 
serve seriously  and  exactly  (by  a  Lre  wa-itten  to  us  by  our  s""  Lords 
the  States  Gen"")  and  to  cause  tliem  to  be  Observed  religiously  in  this 
Country)  woud  give  Order  touching  so  dangerous  a  Designe  being 
also  so  apparent  that  none  other  than  my  s*^  Lords  the  States  Gen"" 
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have  any  right  to  these  provincesand  consequently  ought  to  Comand 
and  Maintain  their  Subjects,  and  in  their  absence  We  the  Governor 
Gen^'  are  obliged  to  Maintain  their  rights  and  to  repel  and  take  re- 
venge of  all  threatenings  Injustice  Attempts  or  any  force  wiiatso- 
ever  that  shall  be  Comitted  against  their  faithful  Subjects  and  In- 
habitants it  being  a  very  considerable  thing  to  affront  so  mighty  a 
State,  although  it  were  not  against  an  Ally  and  Confederate.  (Con- 
sequently if  his  s^  Ma"''  (as  its  fitt)  were  well  informed  of  all  that 
could  be  spoken  upon  this  subjects  he  would  not  approve  of  what  ex- 
])ressions  were  menconed  in  your  Lre  which  are,  That  you  are  C6- 
manded  by  his  Ma'"'  to  demand  in  his  name  such  places  and  Fort- 
resses as  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Dutch  under  my  Governm'  w""" 
as  it  appears  by  my  Comission  before  menconed  was  given  me  by 
my  Lords  the  High  and  Mighty  States  Gen-'"  and  there  is  less  ground 
in  the  express  demand  of  my  Governm^  since  all  the  AVorld  knows 
that  about  three  years  agow  some  English  Frigotts  being  on  the 
Coast  of  Africa  upon  a  pretended  Comission  they  did  demand  cer- 
tain places  under  the  Governm'  of  our  s''  Lords  the  States  Gen^"  as 
Cape  Vert,  river  of  Gambo  and  all  other  places  in  Guyny  to  them 
belonging  Upon  w^  our  s*^  Lords  the  States  Gen^"  by  vertue  of  the 
Articles  of  peace,  having  made  appear  the  s''  Attempts  to  his  Ma''° 
of  England,  they  rec'  a  favourable  Answer  his  Ma'"-'  disallowing  all 
such  acts  of  Hostility  as  might  have  been  done,  and  besides  gave 
order  that  restitution  sho'd  be  made,  to  the  East  India  Company  of 
whatsoever  had  been  pillaged  in  the  s''  river  of  Gambo,  and  like- 
wise restored  tliem  to  their  Trade  ;  Wliich  makes  us  think  it  neces- 
sary that  a  more  express  Order  should  appear  unto  us,  as  a  sufficient 
Warrant  for  us  towards  my  Lords  the  High  and  Mighty  States 
Gen""  since  by  vertue  of  our  s'^  Comission  We  do  in  those  provinces 
represent  them  as  belonging  to  tiiem  nnd  not  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  except  his  s"^  Ma"''  upon  better  Grounds  make  it  appear  to 
our  s''  Lords  the  States  Gen""  against  w-''  they  may  defend  them- 
selves, as  they  shall  think  titt.  To  Conclude  we  cannot  but  declare 
unto  you  though  the  Govern"'  and  Com'^  of  his  Ma""'  hath  divers 
times  quarrelled  with  us  about  the  Bounds  of  the  Jurisdiccon  of  the 
High  and  Mighty  the  States  Gen'"'  in  these  Ptes,  yet  they  never 
questioned  their  Jurisdiction  itself.  On  the  Contrary  in  the  year 
1650,  at  Hartford,  and  the  last  year  at  Boston,  they  Treated  with  us 
upon  this  subject,  aV''  is  a  sufficient  proof  that  his  Ma""  hath  never 
been  well  informed  of  the  Equity  of  our  Cause,  Insomuch  as  we 
canot  imagine  in  regard  of  the  Articles  of  peace  between  y"  Crown  of 
England  and  the  States  Gen'"  (under  whom  there  are  so  many  Sub- 
jects in  America  as  well  as  Europe)  that  his  s"*  Ma"'=  of  Great  Brittain 
would  give  a  Comission  to  Molest  and  Endamage  the  Subjects  of  my 
said  Lords  the  States  Gen""  especially  such  as  ever  since  50,  40  and 
the  latest  36  years  have  quietly  enjoyed  their  Lauds,  Countrys,  Forts 
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&  Inheritances,  And  less  y  his  Subjects  would  Attempt  any  Acts  of 
Hostility  or  Violence  against  them  ;  And  in  case  that  you  will  Act 
by  force  of  Armes  We  protest  and  declare  in  the  Name  of  ours'^  Lords 
the  States  Gen""  before  God  and  men  that  you  will  Act  an  unjust 
Violence  and  a  Breach  of  the  Articles  of  peace  so  solemnly  Sworn, 
agreed  upon,  and  ratified  by  his  Ma''''  of  England  and  my  Lords  the 
States  Gen''"  and  the  rather  for  that  to  prevent  the  Shedding  of 
Blood  in  the  Month  of  February  last  we  Treated  w'"  Cap'  John  Scott 
(who  reported  he  had  a  Coraission  from  his  s'\  Ma"'')  touching  the 
Limits  of  Long  Island  and  concluded  for  tlie  space  of  a  year,  that  in 
the  meantime  the  Business  might  be  treated  on  between  the  King 
of  Great  Brittain,and  my  Lords  the  High  and  Mighty  States  Gen"" 
And  again  at  present  for  the  hinderance  and  prevencon  of  all  Dif- 
ferences and  the  Spilling  of  Innocent  Blood  not  only  in  these  parts 
but  also  in  Europe  We  offer  unto  you  a  Treaty  by  our  Deputy  W 
Cornelius  Van  Ruyven  Secretary  and  Receiver  of  NeAV  Holland, 
Cornelius  Steenwick  Burgomast '  M''  Sam"  Megapolensis  Doctor  of 
Physick  and  M'  James  Coussan  heretofore  Sheriffe.  As  touching 
tlie  threats  in  your  conclusion  we  have  nothing  to  answer,  only  that 
we  fear  nothing  but  what  God  (who  is  as  just  as  merciful)  shall  lay 
upon  us,  all  things  being  in  his  gracious  disposal,  and  we  may  as 
well  be  preserved  by  him  w">  small  l^'orces,  as  by  a  great  Army  w'^'' 
makes  us  to  Wish  you  all  happiness  and  prosperity  and  recomend 
you  to  his  protection 

My  Lords.    Yo""  thrice  humble  and  Affectionate 

Serv' and  Friend'  \ 
(Signed)  P.  STUYVESANT. 


.  J.  3J)  II!:'    ■     .  .  '  ■•:;; 

~^^j-.ll    b::^^  'rinj'y'rjj-A   .ifivij^ 

.-.  '.;  .4i'lii'3;;c'    [i;]oeerrr.j  ciytir;;' 

-    :-  ■;-?.;■■•■:•      /:     .    /'-     '  ;_.;;';  •;  jjii;;;. 

COLL:  NICOLLS  WARRANT  TO  CAPT.  HIDEiTOl  vl-i 

PROSECUTE  THE  DUTCH.     ;  i;:  n  inicqMJ-  n: 

,: -r  jjr;;;    ':. — 7  m7    . '  ■  I ;-.  -  i  f ! ;  J  '  !i'!i  ;:Tr7,'- 4t::7  "!"■•!;■' 

WiiEKEAS  the  Governor  and'  Council!  ftff' the  DntiiH-Plantacon 
upon  the  Manhatoes  in  Hudson  river,  liave  in  answer  to  a  sumon^ 
returned  their  resolutions  to  maintain  the  right  and -title  of  the 
btat^s-Ksrtn*"  and  West  India  Company  of  Holland  to  their  Forts 
Towns  and  Plantacons  in  these  parts  of  America;  I  do  therefore 
in  prosecution  of  his  Ma"^'  Services  recomend  to  Capt  Hugh  Hide 
Comander  in  Cheif  of  the  Squadron  to  prosecute  (with  the  advice 
of  the  Captains  under  his  Comand)  his  Maties  Claim  and  Interest 
by  all  ways  and  meanes  as  they  shall  think  most  expedient  for  the 
speedy  reducing  of  the  Dutch  under  his  Maties  obedience,  and  for 
34— Vol.  V. 
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tlieir  so  doing  this  siiall  be  their  warrant.    Given  under  my  hand 
the  24'"  of  August  1664.  abord  liis  Maj''"  Shij)  tJie  Guyny. 

RICHARD  NICOLLS. 


GOVERNOR  fSTUYVESANTS  LRE  TO  COLL:  NICOLLS. 


The  Manhatoes  in  the  Fort  of  Amsterdam  in  New  Holland 

4"'  September  I6G4.    New  Stile. 

My  Lord:  Upon  our  Lre  the  day  before  yesterday  and  upon  the 
comunicacon  by  word  of  moutli  of  our  Deputys  touching  the  just 
right  and  possession  without  dispute  of  My  Lords  the  States  Gen^" 
of  the  United  Provinces,  as  also  of  our  discovery  of  the  news  from 
Holland  W^"  makes  us  not  to  doubt  but  that  tlie  King  of  Great 
Brittain  and  My  Lords  the  said  States  are  at  this  hour  agreed  upon 
their  Limitts.  This  had  given  us  hope  (My  Lords)  to  avoid  all  dis- 
pute that  you  would  have  desisted  from  your  design,  or  at  least  have 
given  time  that  we  might  Attend  an  Answer  from  our  Masters, 
from  w^"  expectation  we  have  been  frustrated  by  the  report  of  our 
said  Deputys  wlio  have  assured  us  by  word  of  mouth  that  you  per- 
sist on  your  Sumons  and  Lre  of  |;;  August  upon  w<="  we  have  no 
other  thing  to  Answer,  but  that  followiiig  the  Order  of  My  Lords 
the  States  Gen""  we  are  obliged  to  defend  our  place,  however  in  re- 
gard that  we  make  no  doubt  that  upon  your  Assault  and  our  Defence 
there  will  be  a  great  deal  of  Blood  Spilt,  and  besides  it's  to  be  feared 
greater  difficulty  may  arise  hereafter.  We  have  thouglit  tit  to  send 
unto  you  M""  John  de  Decker  Councellor  of  State,  Cornelius  Van 
Rivan  Secretary  and  Receiver,  Cornelius  Steenwicke  Major,  and 
James  Coussean  Sheriffe,  to  the  end  of  finding  some  meanes  to 
hinder  and  prevent  the  Spilling  of  Inocent  Blood  W^"  we  esteem 
(My  Lord)  not  to  be  your  intention,  praying  you  tliat  you  will  please 
to  appoint  a  place  and  hour,  and  Send  or  cause  your  Deputys  to 
Meet  there  with  full  Comission  to  Treat  and  seek  out  the  meanes 
of  a  good  Accomodation  and  in  the  meantime  to  cause  all  Hostility 
to  cease,  upon  w""  after  recomending  you  to  the  Protection  of  God 
we  remain  My  Lord  your  thrice  affectionate  Friend  &  Serv' 

P.  STUYVISANT. 
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COLONEL  NICOLL'S  ANSWER  TO  GOVERNOR 
STUYVESANT. 


Gravesend,  25"'  Aug',  1664. 
To  the  Hono^''^  the  Governor  of  the  Manhatoes: 

Right  Worthy  Sir  :  In  answer  to  yo'''  of  the  4'*'  of  Septemb'' 
New  Stile,  by  the  hands  of  John  Decker  Councellor  of  State,  Cor- 
neliiis  Van  Riven  Secretary  and  Receiver,  Cornehus  Stemwick  Bur- 
gomaster and  James  Coussean  Sherriffe  I  do  think  it  once  more 
agreeable  to  the  King's  Intentions  and  my  duty  to  his  strict  Com- 
ands  to  propose  and  receive  all  ways  and  meanes  of  avoiding  the 
effusion  of  Christian  Blood,  of  v,'"^  cincerne  Intention  I  suppose 
you  are  already  fully  satisfyed,  and  shall  have  no  cause  to  doubt  it 
for  the  future,  as  also  that  I  do  insist  upon  my  first  Sumons  and 
Message  to  for  a  speedy  Surrender  of  the  towns  and  Forts  now  un- 
der your  Comand  into  his  Ma""  obedience  and  protecon  ;  you  may 
easily  believe  that  in  respect  of  greater  difficulties  wh'^''  are  ready 
to  Attend  you,  I  should  willingly  comply  w"-  your  proposition  to 
Appoint  Deputys  place  and  time  to  treat  of  a  good  Accomodation, 
but  unless  you  had  also  given  me  to  know  that  by  such  a  meeting 
you  do  intend  to  treat  upon  Articles  of  Surrender,  I  do  not  See  just 
cause  to  deferr  the  i)ursuance  of  his  Ma''"'  Comauds,  my  first  de- 
mand and  my  last  Answer  of  reducing  your  Towns  and  Forts  to 
his  Ma""  Obedience  wh'^"  only  you  call  Acts  of  Hostility  I  see  no 
reason  However  since  you  have  given  yourself  and  Messengers  this 
New  Trouble  I  shall  also  take  this  fresh  occasion  to  Assure  you  that 
I  heartily  wish  health  i)eace  and  prosperity  to  every  Inhabitant  of 
yo'  Plantacons  and  particulaiiy  to  yourself,  as  being 
Your  affectionate  humble  serv' 

RICHARD  NICOLLS. 


THE  COPIE  OF  GOVERNOR  STUYVESANT'S  COMISSION 

UNDER  Y^  SEAL  OF  THE  TOWN  TO  TREAT  UPON 

ARTICLES  OF  SURRENDER. 


The  Governor  Gen''"  and  Councill  of  New  Netherland  make 
known  by  this  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  Blood  plundering  murders, 
and  for  the  good  of  the  Inhabitants  we  are  moved  by  the  Sumons 
made  by  the  Hon'''"  Lord  Richard  Nicolls  Gen""  of  his  Ma""  of  Eng- 
land, being  come  with  his  Man  of  War  and  Souldiers  before  this 
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Fort  prcunisiuir  tiwK  v  by  liis^  ovm  iM\>iv>&itiiMi  made  ^  lo  r?-deliver 
the  Fcfft  suui  city  oi  Amst^rxiam  iu  !Xevr  Xeiherlaiids  iu  eas^  tbe 
PiftVa\«ce  of  the  liruir*  <vf  this  Provini:^  Iv  airreevi  wyvn  betwixt 
hisiMa°*o:  '     _  '  the  Hijrti  aiui  Miirhty  Slates  G^ni*"  like- 

wise u}v\r.  .  -  aiiswvnible  t\>iuiic«JHis  to  Suriviuies  and 

vieii>-eT,  we  i.,i  •  >  this  .lolni  de  IVeker 

<.  oxuiet'llo'  v>f  >  \  -  C<»i\".sssr>-  ivnoentiug 

Matters  of  Tranqwe  ?^m  ^  —  Avu^o:  \>ruelins 

^t^emwiok  Bxu^MnAster  .  ^  >  Van  E,  ".  Bui^^- 

iviAster  and  Janu^  Coiissejin  i>ld  Sherrifte  of  tliis  city  to  Asriw  \r  "^ 
il>e  afoiv«*  Lotvl  i^n*^  Riohaixi  2s  i«x>li$  or  his  Deptti>^  uiv^n  funher 
Anieies  by  the^  oi^n  L"^  jxivanising  that  we  will  faithfully  fulnll 
vvhaij»».we.r  shall  by  oiir  f orejianitxi  Com"^  .  ..  :     5^  Busi- 

nesises  be  ixrouus*\i  aiHi a^rree^l  wjvni    In  tes:  It's  ci>n- 

linneil  by  our  Seal  iu  tue  Fort  ».>i  Amsteivi,^:..  ..  >>c  >  >>v::.rr.;u..^. 
the  cP*  of  Sejvremlvr.  ^ew  Siiie,  16iVi. 

P.  STUYVESA2sT. 
Bv  his  canier 

a>RXELirs  YA^■  buy  yen  ^r.. 


t5l>H>NKLL  >sIOOLI.S  HIS  A>rS\VEB,  COXSEXTIXG   TO 
THE  TREATY  OV  >l*:- :^EXDER. 


1  Oc^^ttell  Rkbaivi  Xii?olls,  C<«iander  in  Chief  of  all  his  Ma'  ** 
FiCfitt^s.,  now  bejoa^jering  ilie  Town  on  yO '.         -    ^  =  - 1  orf 

the  i\n>}v>s*l  uvsvie  by  the  sk»\  en^  ^  hisCov.  -        cto 

TT>?sat  ai^  Aoooiiv.xiatioi;  by  Articles  of  Snrri^„i  -  .1  :„i  si^,:  iowi; 
and  Forts  lix^K'nnio  belvvr.iririir.  v.iv.^.er  bis  >.'.:»^^olv^^.>ei>i^?  t-.^  v-^- 
wnt  the  eit'nsivHi  l^I  Blood,  a:  : 

tants^    Ai>t!Wheivas:heGx>v:        ^  ~        -  N 

and  Ai>}^<>iiiJ  JvUm  de  IVi^itsr  i.ouneeii  of  Staie.  ^  jcix^ias  \  eriett 
Comissaiy  cvsioernii^j:  Matters  cvf  Traii>Q;^c.  S«ini  Mc^wlensis  rv>e- 
TOT  of  1^0'"^c^  C%>njeiais  Sxe^nwk*!:  Bnriro  Masier  0\^S  Steven  van- 
tortihV'        ":    -r  •      '  -       '  "  ""ris  CoviS!S6An  ojd  Sheriffe:  ^^  this 
v^ty, '  r  or  my  IVimiys.  ur«on  funijer 

ArtiHTlis  j..  -,  ^  t  by 

their  lv^^er.  -  -  _  oai 

their  vviirtS",  1  ^^  ^  ;  Sir 

RobOanrKn'v  -  ~  ■ 

of  bis  Ma*^  Coioj^,y  of  i.  M-  jsjun 

Oi>aneril  of  the  1^  Co^^> ,  ....    ^  ..vn^as  Ciar^v. . .....  ^ ., .   / 

ehen  Coiniss'*  finoin  the  Cvmrt  GiMu'^^  of  the  C<\iouv  itf  the  JK. 
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setts,  to  be  my  sufticient  I)e]>\ities  to  treat  and  conchule  upon 
Articles  of  Surrender  of  tlie  aforenamed  place,  i)romisins  that  I  will 
faitlifully  fullill  whatsoever  tlicy  shall  so  treat  and  conclude  upon; 
In  Testimony  wiiereof  T  have  hereunto  sett  my  liand  and  seal,  at 
the  Campe  before  the  Maniiatans  this  26'''  day  of  Aug"'  old  Stile 
1664: 

RICHARD  NICOLLS. 

'Tis  desired  and  agreed  ui)on  by  y-  Comiss''*  on  both  parts  above- 
men'',  that  their  Meeting  ui»on  tlie  p'misses  shall  be  tomorrow  Morn- 
ing, being  the  27"'  of  this  Month  of  August  Old  Stile  precisely  at  8 
of  y"  Clock  in  y*"  Morning  at  a  i)lace  called  the  (ioverir"  Bowry  upon 
the  Manhatan. 

TiiESK  Articles  following  were  consented  to  l)y  y"  i)sons  here- 
under Subscrib'd  at  y  Govern"""  IJowry  Aug'  27"'  Old  Stile  16G-4. 

1. — Wk  Consent  y'  the  States  Gen""  or  y"  West  India  Company 
shall  freely  enjoy  all  Farms  and  Houses  (except  such  as  are  in  the 
Forts)  &  y'  w"'  in  Six  Months  they  shall  have  free  liberty  to  Trans- 
port all  such  Arms  &  Amiinition  as  now  do  belong  to  tliem,  or  else 
they  shall  be  paid  for  them. 

2. — All  Publicpie  Houses  shall  continue  for  tlie  uses,  Avhich  noAv 
they  are  for 

o.— All  People  shall  still  continue  free  Denizens  &  enjoy  their 
Lands,  Houses,  Goods  Ships  wlieresc)ever  tliey  are  within  this  Coun- 
try and  disjwse  of  them  as  they  please. 

4. — If  any  Inhabitant  have  a  mind  to  remove  himself  he  shall  have 
a  Year  and  Six  Weeks  from  tiiis  day  to  remove  himself  Wife,  Chil- 
dren, Servants,  Goods,  and  to  dispose  of  his  Lands  here. 

5.— If  any  Ollicer  of  State  or  Publique  Minister  of  State  have  a 
mind  to  go  for  England  they  siiall  Ije  transported  frauglit  free  in  his 
Ma""  Frigotts,  wlien  these  Friggotts  shall  return  thither. 

6. — It  is  consented  to,  that  any  People  may  freely  come  from  the 
Netherlands  and  plant  in  this  country,  and  y''  Dutch  Vessels  may 
freely  come  hither,  and  any  of  the  Dutch  may  freely  return  home 
or  send  any  sort  of  Merchandise  home  in  Vessels  of  their  own 
Country. 

7. — All  Ships  from  the  Netherlands  or  any  other  place  and  Goods 
therein  shall  be  reC'  here  and  Sent  hence  after  the  maner  w"''  form- 
erly they  were  before  our  coming  hitlier  for  Six  Months  next  en- 
suing. 

8. — The  Dutch  here  shall  enjoy  the  liberty  of  their  Consciences  in 
Divine  Worship  and  Church  Discipline. 

9. — No  Dutchman  here,  or  Dutch  Ship  here  shall  upon  any  occa- 
sion be  prest  to  Serve  in  Warr  against  any  Nation  whatever. 

10. — That  the  Townsmen  of  tlie  Manhatofs  shall  not  have  any 
Soldier  quarter'd  upon  them  without  being  Satisfy'd  and  paid  for 
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them  by  tlieir  OfBcers,  and  at  this  present,  if  the  Fort  be  not  capa- 
ble of  Lodging  all  the  Soldiers  then  the  Bnrgomaster  by  his  Oflicers, 
shall  appoint  some  Houses  capable  to  receive  them. 

11. — The  Dutch  here  shall  Enjoy  their  own  Customs  concerning 
their  Inheritances. 

12. — All  Publique  Writings  &  Records  W^"  concern  the  Inheri- 
tances of  any  People  or  tlie  Reglem'  of  y'=  Church,  or  Poor,  or 
Orphans  shall  be  carefully  kept  by  those  in  whose  hands  now  they 
are.  And  such  Writings  as  particularly  concern  the  States-Gen'''' 
may  at  any  time  be  Sent  to  them. 

13. — No  Judgment  that  hath  ])assed  any  Judicature  here  shall  be 
called  in  Question,  but  if  any  conceive  that  he  hath  not  had  Justice 
done  him,  if  he  apply  himself  to  the  States  Gen""  the  other  party 
shall  be  bound  to  Answer  for  the  supposed  Injury. 

14. — If  any  Dutch  living  here  shall  at  any  time  desire  to  Travaile 
or  Traffique  into  England  or  any  Place  or  Plantacon  in  Obedience 
to  his  Maties  of  England  or  w'"  the  Indians  he  shall  have  (upon  his 
Request  to  the  Governor)  a  Certiificate  tliat  he  is  a  ffree  Denizen  of 
this  place  and  liberty  to  do  soe. 

15. — If  it  do  Appear  that  there  is  a  Publique  Engagem'  of  Debt 
by  the  Town  of  the  Manhatoes,  and  a  Way  agreed  on  for  the  Satis- 
fying of  that  Engagem',  it  is  agreed  that  the  same  way  proposed 
shall  go  on  and  that  the  Engagem'  shall  be  Satisfy 'd. 

16. — All  inferior  civil  Officers  and  Magistrates  shall  continue  as 
now  they  are  (if  they  please)  till  the  Customary  time  of  New  Elec- 
tion, and  then  new  ones  to  be  Chosen,  by  themselves  provided  that 
such  new  Chosen  Magistrates  sliall  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to 
his  Majesty  of  England,  before  they  Enter  upon  their  Office. 

17. — All  Differences  of  Contracts  and  Bargains  made  before  this 
day  by  any  in  this  Country  shall  be  determined  according  to  the 
manner  of  the  Dutch. 

18. — If  it  do  Ap])ear  that  the  West  India  Company  of  Amsterdam 
do  realy  Owe  any  Sumes  of  Money  to  any  persons  here  it  is  Agreed 
that  Recognicon  and  other  Dutys  payable  by  Ships  going  for  the 
Netherlands  be  continued  for  Six  Months  longei-. 

19. — The  Officers  Military  and  Soldiers,  shall  March  out  with  their 
Arms,  Drums  Beating,  and  Colours  Flying  and  Lighted  Matches. 
And  if  any  of  them  will  Plant  tliey  sliall  have  50  Acres  of  Land  set 
out  for  them,  if  any  of  tliera  will  serve  any  as  Servants  they  shall 
continue  with  all  Safety,  and  become  ffree  Denizens  afterwards. 

20. — If  at  any  time  hereafter  the  King  of  Great  Brittain,  and  the 
States  of  the  Netherlands  do  Agree  that  this  Place  and  Country  be 
redelivered  into  the  Hands  of  the  said  States,  wliensoever  his  Ma"* 
will  Send  his  Comands  to  redeliver  it,  it  shall  immediately  be  done. 

21. — That  the  Town  of  Manhatans  shall  choose  Deputys  and  those 
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De]mtys  shall  have  free  Voyces  in  all  Publique  Affairs  as  much  as 
any  other  Deputys. 

22.— Those  who  have  any  propriety  in  any  Houses  in  tlie  Fort  of 
Aurania,  shall  (if  they  please)  Slight  the  Fortifications  there,  and 
then  enjoy  all  tlieir  Houses,  as  all  People  do  where  there  is  no  Fort. 
23.— If  there  be  any  Soldiers  y'  will  go  into  Holland  and  if  the 
Company  of  West  India  in  Amsterdam  or  any  private  persons  here 
will  Transport  them  into  Holland,  tlien  they  shall  have  a  safe  Pass- 
port from  Coll :  Richard  Nicolls  Depty  Governor  under  his  Royal 
Highness  and  the  other  Comiss--^  to  Defend  the  Ships  y"  shall 
Transport  such  Soldiers  and  all  the  Goods  in  them  from  any  Sur- 
prizall  or  Acts  of  Hostillity  to  be  done  by  any  of  his  Ma"'^^  Ships  or 
Subjects. 

That  the  Copies  of  the  King's  Grant  to  his  Royal  Highness,  and 
the  Copy  of  his  Royal  Highness  his  Comission  to  Coll :  Richard 
Nicholls  testified  by  two  Comiss'''^  more  and  M''  Winthrop  to  be  true 
Copies  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Hon'''=  M""  Stuyvisant  the  present 
Governor,  on  Monday  next  by  eight  of  the  Clock  in  the  Morning  at 
y''  old  Milne  and  these  Articles  consented  to  and  signed  by  Coll : 
Richard  Nicolls  Dep :  Governor  to  his  Royal  Highness  and  that 
within  two  hours  after  the  Fort  and  Town  called  New  Amsterdam 
upon  the  Isle  of  Manhatoes  shall  be  Deliverd  into  the  hands  of  the 
said  Coll :  Rich"  Nicolls  by  the  Service  of  such  as  shall  be  by  him 
thereunto  Deputed  by  his  hand  and  Seal. 

JOHN  DEEDECKER. 

NICH:  YERLETT. 

SAM:  MEGAPOLENSIS. 

CORNELIUS  STEENWICK. 

OLOFFE   STVENSEVANKORTLAND. 

JAMES  COUSSEAN. 

ROBERT  CARR. 

GEO:  CARTWRIGHT. 

JOHN  WINTHROP. 

SAM:  WILLYS. 

THOMAS  CLARKE. " — 

JOHN  PINCHON. 
I  do  Consent  to  these  Articles. 

RICHARD  NICOLLS. 
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A  COPIE  OF  S^  KOBERT  CARRES   COMISSIOX  TO  GO  TO 
DELAWARE   BAY. 


AVhereas  we  are  informed  tluit  the  Dutch  have  Seated  tliem- 
selves  at  Delaware  bay  on  his  Maty  of  Great  Brittaine's  Territories 
without  his  knowledge  and  consent  and  that  they  have  Fortifyed 
themselves  there  and  drawn  a  great  Trade  thither,  and  being  assured 
that  if  they  be  permitted  to  go  on,  tlie  gaining  of  tliis  Place  will  be 
of  small  advantage  to  his  Maty :  We  his  Maties  Comissioners  by 
vertue  of  his  Ma'"'^  Comission  and  Instruccons  to  us  given  have  ad- 
vised and  determined  to  endeavour  to  bring  that  Place,  and  all 
Strangers  thereabout  in  obedience  to  his  Ma'-'  And  by  these  do 
Order  and  apiioint  that  his  Maty's  Frygotts  the  Guiney  and  the 
William  and  Nicholas  and  all  the  Soldiers  w*^"  are  not  in  the  Fort 
shall  with  what  speed  they  conveniently  can  go  thither  under  the 
Com.uid  of  S""  Robert  Carr  to  reduce  the  same,  Willing  and  Comand- 
ing  all  Officers  at  Sea,  and  Land  and  all  Soldiers  to  obey  the  s"*  S' 
Robert  Carr  during  their  Expedition.  Gia'en  under  our  hands  and 
Seals  at  the  Fort  in  Xew  York  upon  the  Isle  of  Manhatans  the  3'' 
(lav  of  September  1664. 

S:  MAVERICK. 

R:  NICOLLS. 

G:  CARTWRIGIIT. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  S^  ROBERT  CARR  FOR  THE  RE- 
DUCING OF  DELAWARE  BAY,  AND  SETTLING  THE 
PEOPLE  THERE  UNDER  HIS  MA''«'  OBEDIENCE. 


When  you  are  come  near  unto  the  Fort  w"^  is  possessed  by  the 
Dutch  you  shall  Send  your  Boat  on  shore  to  Sumon  the  Governor 
and  Inhabitants  to  yield  Obedience  to  his  Ma^'"^'-  as  the  Rightful 
Sovereign  of  that  tract  of  Land  And  let  him  and  tiiem  know  that 
his  JNIa""-  is  graciously  i)leased  that  all  the  Planters  shall  enjoy  their 
Farms,  Houses,  Lands  Goods  and  Chattells  av"'  the  same  Priviledges 
and  u\  on  the  same  termes  w^*"  they  do  now  possess  them.  Only  that 
they  Change  their  Masters,  whether  they  be  the  AVest  India  Com- 
pany or  the  City  of  Amsterdam.  To  the  Swedes  you  shall  remon- 
strate their  happy  return  under  a  Monarchical!  Governm'  and  his 
Ma"'^  good  inclinaconto  that  Nation  and  to  all  Men  who  shall  comply 
W'  his  Ma''"'  Rights  and  Title  in  Dela  Ware  w"'out  force  of  amies. 
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Tliat  ull  the  Canon  Amies  and  Amunicon  w'^''  belongs  to  the  Gov- 
ernm'  shall  remain  to  his  Ma''''\ 

That  tlie  Acts  of  Parliam'  shall  be  the  Rules  of  Future  Trading. 

That  all  Peojjle  may  Enjoy  Liberty  of  Conscience. 

That  for  Six  Months  next  ensuing  the  same  Magistrates  shall 
continue  in  their  Offices,  only  that  they  and  all  others  in  Autliority 
must  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  his  Ma""^^'  and  all  i)ublique  Acts 
be  made  in  his  Ma""  name. 

If  you  find  you  canot  reduce  tlie  Place  by  Force,  nor  u]ion  these 
Conditions,  you  may  add  such  as  you  find  necessary  upon  the  place, 
but  if  tliose  nor  Force  will  prevail,  Then  you  are  to  dispatch  a  Mes- 
senger to  the  Governor  of  Maryland  w^ith  this  Lre  to  him  and  re- 
quest his  Assistance,  and  of  all  other  English  who  live  near  the 
Dutch  Plantations. 

Your  first  care  (after  the  reducing  of  the  place)  is  to  Protect  the 
Inhabitants  from  Injuries  as  well  as  Violence  of  the  Souldiers 
which  will  be  easily  effected,  if  you  Settle  a  Course  for  Weekly  or 
Dayly  Provisions  by  Agreem'  w"*  the  Inhabitants  w^''  shall  be  Satis- 
fied to  them  either  out  of  the  Profitts  Customs  or  Rents  belonging 
to  their  prese!;t  Master,  or  in  case  of  necessity  from  hence. 

The  Laws  for  tlie  present  canot  be  altered  as  to  the  Administra- 
con  of  Right  and  Justice  between  Pailys. 

To  My  Lord  Baltimore's  Soun  you  shall  declare  and  to  all  the 
English  concerned  in  Maryland,  that  his  Ma"''  hath  at  his  great  Ex- 
pense Sent  his  Ships  and  Souldiers  to  reduce  all  Foraigners  in  those 
parts  to  his  Ma""  Obedience,  and  to  that  purpose  only  you  are  Em- 
ployed, but  the  Reduction  of  the  Place  being  at  his  Ma"''"  Expence, 
you  have  Comands  to  keeppossession  thereof  for  his  Maties  own  behoof 
and  right,  and  that  you  are  ready  to  join  with  the  Govern'  of  Mary- 
land upon  his  Ma"""*  Interest  in  all  occasions,  And  that  if  My  Lord 
Baltimore  doth  pretend  right  thereunto  by  his  Patent  (which  is  a 
doubtful  Case)  you  are  to  say  that  you  only  keep  possession  till  his 
Ma"",  is  informed  and  satisfied  otherwise.  In  other  things  I  must 
leave  to  your  discreccon,  and  the  best  Advice  you  can  get  upon  the 
place. 


COL.  NICOLLS  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL  OF 

BOSTON. 


[About  July,]  1664. 
To  the  iiover-iV  and  Council  of  Boston  : 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  herewith  sent  yovv  a  copy  of  a  Comission 
from  the  L'*"  Commissioners  of  Prizes  wherein  I  am  eini)Owered  as 
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one  of  Sub-Comissioners  for  New  England  whilst  His  Ma'>'  shall 
be  in  hostility  with  the  Dutch.  In  prosecution  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  mee  as  Sub-Comissioner  I  am  oblig'd  to  give  yow  advertisement 
hereof,  and  tliat  yow  will  please  to  give  strict  order  in  all  your  ports 
from  time  to  time  tliat  seizure  be  made  of  all  and  every  Dutcli  ship 
vessell  or  goods  belonging  to  the  States  of  the  United  Provinces  of 
the  Netherlands  their  subjects  or  inhabitants  within  any  of  their 
dominions,  as  also  if  any  prizes  shall  be  brought  into  any  of  your 
ports  by  any  persons  comissionated  thereunto  by  his  11.  H"  the  Duke 
of  Yorke,  that  yow  will  please  to  cause  the  same  to  be  preserv'd 
entire  without  imbezlement,  witli  all  their  papers,  bills  of  lading  or 
otlier  A\Titing;s,  untill  such  a  legall  prosecution  can  be  made  as  is 
directed  by  His  Ma'"^"  authority  to  tlie  L'"  Comissioners,  and  given 
at  large  in  their  L''^  instructions  to  mee  and  Capt.  Phillip  Carteret, 
as  Sub-Comissioners  in  N.England:  wliereiu  your  assistance  and 
concurrence  is  requisite  for  his  Ma""  service,  as  also  that  some  able 
and  fitting  persons  be  chosen  in  your  Colony  to  sitt  as  a  Court  of 
Admiralty  when  occasion  presents.  Be  pleased  also  to  remitt  unto 
me  Yo'  proceedings  herein,  according  to  the  resolutions  yow  shall 
take ;  and  if  in  this  or  any  other  quality  I  can  render  myselfe  ser- 
viceable to  yourselves  you  may  comand  mee  as 

YC  aff"'  humble  Servant 
R.  NICOLLS. 


ARTICLES    BETWEEN   COL.   CARTWRIGHT   AND   THE 
NEW  YORK  INDIANS. 


Articles  made  and  agreed  upon  the  •24"'  day  of  September  I664.  in  Fort 
Albany  between  Ohgehando,  Shanarage,  Soachoenighta,  Sacha- 
mackas,of  y'  Maques ;  Anaweed  Conkeeherat  Tewasserany,  Ascha- 
noondaJi,  Sachanmkas  of  the  Synicks,  on  the  one  part;  and  Colonell 
Oeorge  Cartix)right,in  the  behalf  of  Colonell  Nicolls  Governour  under 
his  Boyal  Highnesse  the  Duke  of  Torke  of  all  his  territoryes  in 
America,  on  the  other  part,  asfolloxoeth,viz' : 

1.  Imprimis.  It  is  agreed  tliat  the  Indian  Princes  above  named  and 
tlieir  subjects,  shall  have  all  such  wares  and  commodities  from  the 
English  for  the  future,  as  heretofore  they  had  from  the  Dutch. 

2.  That  if  any  English  Dutch  or  Indian  (under  the  proteccon  of 
the  English)  do  any  wrong  injury  or  violence  to  any  of  y"  said 
Princes  or  their  subjects  in  any  sort  whatever,  if  they  complaine  to 
the  Governo'  at  New  Yorke,  or  to  the  Officer  in  Chiefe  at  Albany, 
if  the  person  so  offending  can  be  discovered,  tiiat  person  shall  re- 
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ceive  condigne  punishm'  and  all  due  satisfacon  shall  be    given  ; 
and  the  like  shall  be  done  for  all  other  English  Plantations. 

3.  That  if  any  Indian  belonging  to  any  of  the  Sachims  aforesaid 
do  any  wrong  injury  or  damage  to  the  English,  Dutch,  or  Indians 
under  the  protection  of  the  English,  if  complaint  be  made  to  y" 
Sachims  and  the  person  be  discovered  who  did  the  injufy,  then  the 
person  so  offending  sliall  be  punished  and  all  just  satisfaccon  shall 
be  given  to  any  of  His  Ma"*^^^  subjects  in  any  Colony  or  other  English 
Plantacon  in  America. 

4.  Tlie  Indians  at  Wamping  and  Espachomy  and  all  below  the 
Manhatans.  as  also  all  those  that  have  submitted  themselves  under 
tiie  proteccon  of  His  Ma"'''  are  included  in  these  Articles  of  Agree- 
ment and  Peace ; 

In  confirmacon  whereof  the  partyes  above  menconed  have  lierunto 
sett  their  hands  the  day  and  yeare  above  written 

GEORGE  CARTWRIGHT. 
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These  Akticles  following  -wer  likewise  proposed  by  the  same 
Indian  Princes  &  consented  to  by  Colonell  Cartwriglit  in  beliall'e 
of  Colonell  Nicolls  the  25""  day  of  September  1664. 

1  That  the  English  do  not  assist  the  three  Nations  of  the  Ondiakes 
Pinnekooks  and  Pacamtekookes,  who  murdered  one  of  the  Princes 
of  the  Maques,  when  he  brought  ransomes  &  presents  to  them  upon 
a  treaty  of  peace. 

2  That  the  English  do  make  peace  for  the  Indian  Princes,  with 
the  Nations  down  the  River. 

3  That  they  may  have  free  trade  as  formerly. 

4  That  they  may  be  lodged  in  houses,  as  formerly. 

5  That  if  they  be  beaten  by  the  three  Nations  above  menconed, 
they  may  receive  accommodacon  from  y"  Englisii. 


COL.  NICOLLS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 


Fort  James  in  New  Yorke 
this  day  of  October  1664. 

Right  Hon-^'^  :  Since  my  last  by  Capt.  Hill  and  Capt.  Groves  here 
is  arrived  Capt.  Hyde,  to  whose  more  ample  relation  of  the  reducing 
Delaware  Bay,  I  must  referre  to  selfe.  My  instructions  to  Sir  Rob' 
Carr  tooke  tlie  effect  which  was  design 'd,  for  by  a  distinct  treaty 
and  agreement  with  the  Sw^eedes  first  and  then  with  the  Dutch 
planters  and  Burgers  to  secure  their  estates  and  libertyes,  the  Gov- 
ernour  was  disarmed  of  their  assistance  and  left  to  defend  his  in- 
considerable fort  with  less  than  60  men,  and  though  he  was  per- 
emptory upon  as  good  if  not  better  articles  then  were  granted  here, 
yet  his  defence  was  not  the  same,  for  the  foot  company  being  landed 
under  the  comand  of  Lieu'  Carr  and  Ensigne  Stocke  without  de- 
murring upon  any  difficulty  Storm'd  the  fort  and  gain'd  it  without 
the  losse  of  a  man  though  the  Dutch  fired  three  volleys  upon  them ; 
of  the  Dutch  only  thirteen  were  wounded  and  tliree  since  dead. 
Within  the  fort  a  considerable  cargo  is  found  and  some  part  plun- 
der'd,  but  I  feare  the  rest  is  in  hucksters  hands,  for  though  S'  Rob- 
ert Carr  stayed  aboard  the  Guinney  whilst  his  Souldy"^"  tooke  the 
fort,  he  came  early  enough  to  tlie  pillage  and  sayes  tis  his  owne,  beiiig 
wonn  by  the  sword  ;.but  by  his  favor  1  know  such  accompts  must 
not  bee  given  to  His  Majestie,  and  I  shall  this  weeke  make  a  journey 
hither,  to  dispose  thereof  to  his  Ma'"^"  service  and  not  to  private  uses. 
And  I  cannot  but  looke  upon  it  as  a  great  presumption  in  S"^  Robert 
Carr  who  acted  there,  or  at  least  ought  to  have  done,  as  a  private 
Captain  to  assume  to  himself  the  power  not  onely  of  appropriating 
the  prize  to  himselfe,  but  of  disposing  the  confiscations  of  houses 
f armes  and  stocks  to  whom  he  doth  thinke  fitt,  not  converting  them 
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to  the  maintenance  of  the  souldyers,  whose  necessityes  there  are  so 
g^reaf  that  many  of  them  are  runn  from  him  into  Maryland ;  to 
which  inconveniences  some  speedy  remedy  must  bee  given.  Besides 
that  by  S"^  Robert  Carr's  absence  His  Maj"'^  comission  cannot  bee 
pursued  in  tlie  severall  Colonyes  of  Xew  England,  unless  I  should 
leave  New  Yorke  and  thereby  put  to  hazard  the  security  of  all  at 
once,  contrary  to  the  opinions  of  Colonel  Cartwright  M'  ]SIaverick 
and  all  the  reason  which  God  hath  given  me.  For  wee  doe  concurre 
that  wee  came  to  serve  His  Maj'-  and  not  our  owne  ends.  The  bet- 
ter to  expiaine  the  authority  which  S""  Robert  Carr  doth  nsurpe,  I 
have  enclosed  the  comission  wee  gave  him,  and  a  grant  which  hee 
hath  made  to  Cap'  Hyde.  I  do  most  humbly  recomend  to  your  con- 
sideration how  few  hands  wee  have  to  justify  what  wee  havegain'd 
to  His  Maj'"*  obedience,  and  no  present  maintenance  either  to  officer 
or  souldyer,  but  such  as  I  either  take  upon  creditt  or  pay  for  out  of 
my  owne  moneys,  which  I  brought  out  of  England  for  my  private 
use  and  benefitt. 

By  this  expresse  sent  with  Capt.  Hyde  it  will  appeare  that  I  had 
a  just  confidence  in  my  last  of  the  successe  against  the  Dutch  in 
Delaware  Bay,  wherein  Capt.  Hyde  had  a  considerable  share  and  is 
best  iible  to  make  the  narrative,  or  resolve  such  questions  as  shall 
bee  offer'd  necessary  to  the  settlement  thereof. 

In  discharge  of  my  duty  I  cannot  but  repeat  over  againe  the  im- 
portance of  employing  merchants  shii)s  with  a  great  proportion  of 
merchandize  suitable  to  the  trade  with  the  Natives  and  lioth  Eng- 
lish Dutch  and  Sweedes  inhabitants  of  New  Yorke  and  Delaware 
Bay,  otherAvise  His  My''"expences  in  reducing  them  will  not  turne 
to  any  account,  only  that  the  Dutch  have  lost  their  former  trade,  by 
which  also  many  thousands  of  His  Ma''"  .subjectes  in  Virginia 
Maryland  and  New  England  were  furnisht  with  necessayres,  and 
will  not  know  how  to  live  without  speedy  care  be  taken  from  Eng- 
land. It  is  a  businesse  of  great  concerne  to  His  Ma'-'  that  some 
considerable  merchants  should  joyne  their  stocks  and  dispatch  ships, 
that  they  may  arrive  liere  in  March  or  April  at  the  furthest.  For 
tiie  loss  of  Delaware  falls  upon  the  towne  of  Amsterdam,  who 
bought  the  plantation  from  the  West  Indya  Company  and  being 
proud  and  powerf ull  may  probably  joyne  with  the  same  Company 
next  Spring  to  recover  what  they  have  lost  this  Autumne,  which  is 
the  whole  trade  of  Tobacco ;  whereat  our  neighbors  of  Maryland 
are  ill  pleased,  whose  affections  are  much  brib'd  by  their  trade  with 
the  Dutch  and  indeed  in  some  sort  overawed  with  so  powerfuU  a 
neighbour  as  the  towne  of  Amsterdam  would  have  i)roved  in  a  short 
time ;  which  was  the  great  motive  of  the  resolution  to  reduce  Dela- 
ware, thereby  to  assiire  this  place  for  His  Royall  Highnesse.  I  take 
it  for  granted  that  my  Lord  Baltimore  will  much  more  soUicite  His 
Ma'*  to  give  up  Delaware  into  his  LordP'"  hands  then  hee  was  solici- 
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tons  to  take  it  from  the  Dutch,  and  that  his  Lord^p  will  make  a  faire 
pretence  to  it  by  his  pattent :  But  I  hope  that  His  Ma'>  will  either 
looke  upon  his  pattent  for  Governour  as  forfeited  by  act  of  Parlia- 
mentfor  trading  with  the  Dutch,  or  at  least  so  much  of  his  pattent  as 
hath  been  reduc'd  at  His  Majesty's  cliarge.  All  which  considera- 
tions are  humbly  submitted  to  His  Ma'"  wisedome,  as  also  that  in 
case  ( whether  by  invasion  or  insurrection  )  the  Dutch  may  here- 
after attempt  to  recover  either  New  Yorke  or  Delaware  from  His 
Ma*''"  obedience,  that  His  Ma^-'  will  enjoyne  all  his  Colonyes  none 
excepted,  under  severe  penaltyes,  to  resist  and  exi)ell  all  such  for- 
eigners out  of  these  His  Majesty's  territoryes.  The  very  repute  of 
such  a  comand  from  His  Ma'^  will  deterre  the  Dutch  from  designes 
of  that  nature,  or  at  worst  render  them  ineffectuall. 

With  the  advice  of  Colonell  Cartwright  and  M"^  Maverick  I  shall 
depute  Capt.  Robert  Needham  to  comand  at  Delaware  Bay,  till  His 
Ma'"'"  pleasure  is  further  knowne,  hoping  that  His  Ma'^  will  ap- 
prove of  what  is  done  here,  as  so  many  effects  of  the  loyalty  and 
obedience  of 

Honou'"d  Sir 

Yo"^  most  humble  Servant 

RICHARD  NICOLLS. 


COMMISSION   TO  SIR   ROBERT  CARR  TO  REDUCE  THE 

DUTCH. 


Whereas  we  are  enformed  that  the  Dutch  have  seated  them- 
selves at  Delaware  Bay  on  His  Ma'-''  of  Great  Brittaines  territoryes, 
without  his  knowledge  and  consent,  and  that  they  have  fortifyed 
themselves  there  and  drawne  a  great  trade  thither ;  and  being  as- 
sured that  if  they  be  permitted  to  goe  on,  the  gaining  of  this  place 
will  be  of  small  advantage  to  His  Majesty ;  wee  His  Majesties  Com- 
missioners by  vertue  of  His  Ma'"  Comission  and  Instructions  to  us 
given,  have  advised  and  determined  to  endeavour  to  bring  that 
place  and  all  strangers  thereabout  in  obedience  to  His  Majesty,  and 
by  these  do  order  and  appoint  that  His  Ma*"  frygotts  the  Guinney 
and  the  William  cS;  Nicolas,  and  all  the  souldyers  which  are  not  in 
the  fort,  shall  with  what  speed  they  conveniently  can,  goe  thither 
under  the  comand  of  S"'  Robert  Carr  to  reduce  the  same :— Willing 
and  commanding  all  officers  at  sea  and  land  and  all  soldyers  to  obey 
the  said  S""  Robert  Carr  during  this  expedition.  Given  under  our 
hands  and  scales  at  the  fort  in  New  York  upon  the  Isle  of  Manhat- 
ans  the  3'^  day  of  September  166-4. 

RICH  :  NICOLLS 
GEORGE  CARTWRIGHT 
SAMUEL  MAVERICK. 
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A   COPY    OF    GOVERN^   STUYVESAXT'S    CONSENT   TO 

THE  ARTICLES  UNDER  HIS  HAND  AND  THE 

PUBLIQL'E  SEAL. 


To  ALL  People  Health,  These  are  to  certify  that  we  the  Gov- 
ernor Gen""  and  Councell  of  New  Netherlands  do  Consent  to  tlie 
Articles  of  the  6th  Instant,  Agreed  upon  by  the  Comiss"  appointed 
by  us,  viz.,  Mr.  John  de  Decker.  Councellor,  Cap'  Nicholas  Verleet 
Comissary  concerning  matters  of  Trahque,  Mr.  Saml.  Megapolen- 
sis  Doctor  of  Physick.  Mr.  Cornelius  Stenwick  Burgomaster,  Olaffe 
Stevens  van  Kortland  Old  Burgomaster,  and  Mr.  James  Coussean 
old  Sherriffe  of  our  i)arts,and  the  Comiss"  appointed  by  the  Hono'''-' 
Colonell  Richard  Nicolls  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Ma'"'  of  Eng- 
land's Friggottsand  Forces  noAv  besieging  this  Town  and  Garrison, 
that  is  to  say  S"^  Robt.  Carr  Kn'  dieo  :  Cartwright  Jolni  Winthropp 
Saml.  Willys  Thomas  Clark  &  John  Pinchon  on  the  other  part. 
And  we  have  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed  them  and  do  Acknowl- 
edge this  to  be  our  Act  and  Deed,  and  shall  do  all  things  therein 
contained  Dated  at  this  Fort  of  Amsterdam  in  New  Netherlands 
September  8'"  1664: 

P:  STUYYESANT. 

I  Certifie  the  same 

CORNELIUS  TAN  RUYYEN  Sec^ 


ARTICLES  OF  AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  THE  IIONO"'^ 
S^  ROBT.  CARR  KN'  ON  Y'^  BEHALF  OF  HIS  MAT-  OF 
GREAT  BRITTAIN  AND  THE  BURGOMASt-  qN  THE 
BEHALF  OF  THEMSELYES  AND  ALL  THE  DUTCH 
AND  SWEDES  INHABITING  IN  DELAWARE  BAY 
AND  DELAWARE  RIYER. 


1.— That  all  the  Burgers  and  Planters  will  submit  themselves  to 
his  Ma*'"  Authority  W'out  making  any  resistance. 

2.— That  whoever  of  what  Nation  soever  doth  submit  to  his  Ma"*" 
Authority  shall  be  protected  in  their  Estates  real  and  personal 
whatsoever  by  his  Ma'"^'^  Laws  and  Justice. 

2.— That  the  present  Magistrates  shall  be  continued  in  their 
Ottices  and  Jurisdictions  to  exercise  their  civil  Power  as  formally. 

4.— That  if  any  Dutchman  or  other  person  shall  desire  to  dei)art 
from  this  river,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  so  to  do,  with  his 
Goods  within  Six  Months  after  the  date  of  these  Articles. 
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5. — That  the  Magistrates  and  all  the  Inhabitants  (who  are  in- 
cluded in  tliese  Articles)  shall  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  his 
Ma'"^  and  of  Fidelity  to  the  present  Government. 

6. — That  all  the  people  shall  Enjoy  the  liberty  of  their  conscience 
in  Church  Discii)line  as  formerly. 

7. — That  whoever  shall  take  the  Oath  is  from  that  time  a  Free 
Denizen  and  shall  Enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  Trading  into  any  of 
his  Ma'"'  Dominions  as  freely  as  any  Englishman  and  may  require 
a  Certificate  for  so  doing. 

8. — That  the  Scout,  the  Burgomaster  Sheriffe,  and  other  inferior 
Magistrates  sliall  use  &  exercise  their  Customary  Power  in  Ad- 
minis""  of  Justice  w"'in  their  precincts,  for  Six  Months  or  until  bis 
Ma''"  pleasure  is  further  known. 

The  Oath. — I  do  Swear  by  the  Almighty  God,  that  I  will  bear 
Faith  and  Allegiance  to  his  Ma"*"  of  Great  Brittain,  &  y'  I  will  obey 
all  such  comands  as  I  shall  receive  from  the  Govern'  Depty  Govern' 
or  other  Othcers  appointed  by  his  Ma""  Authority,  so  long  as  I  live 
w'"in  these  or  any  other  his  Ma""  Territories.  Given  under  my 
hand  and  Seal  this  1^'  day  of  October  in  the  year  of  our  L"  God  1664: 

KOBERT  CARR. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  in  the  behalf  of  ourselves  and  y° 
rest  of  tlie  Inhabitants  y«  1"  day  of  Octo""  in  y"  Year  of  our  L'* 
God  1664. 

FFOB  OUT  GOUT. 

HENRY  JOHNSON. 

GERRETT  SAUNDERS  VANTIELL. 

HANS  BLOCK. 

LUCAS  PETERSON. 

HENRY  CASTURIER. 


WEST  INDIA  COMPANY  TO  THE  STATES-GENERAL. 


9'"  October,  1664. 
The  Directors  of  the  General  Incorporated  West  India  Company 
of  this  country  liaving  received  your  High  Mightinesses'  special 
letter,  dated  15"'  of  August  last,  to  communicate  to  you  information 
respecting  a  certain  Memoir  of  Resident  Appelboom,  say  in  obedience 
thereto  that  they  have  laid  before  you  already,  in  the  year  1656,  in- 
formation on  tlie  complaints  made  by  the  above  named  Resident, 
on  the  :22"''  March  of  that  year,  and  then  communicated  to  your 
High  Mightinesses  that  the  Incorporated  West  India  Company  of 
this  country  hath,  in  the  year  16:26,  taken  possession  of  the  South 
river,  situate  in  New  Netherland,  in  the  Northern  part  of  America, 
35— Vol.  y. 
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and  said  possession  havinj;  been,  with  consent  of  the  natives  of  that 
country,  i)eaceably  and  quietly  continued  until  the  year  1(588,  when 
some  i)rivate  inhabitants  of  tliis  State,  forgetting  the  duty  they  owed 
their  Fatherland, engaged  themselves  to  some  subjects  of  the  Crown 
of  Sweden,  and  thus  combined,  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  commision 
from  the  aforesaid  Crown,  by  virtue  whereof  tliey  did  settle  down 
together  on  the  above  mentioned  South  river,  in  the  name  of  a 
Swedish  Company,  notwithstanding  divers  protests  of  the  servants 
of  the  aforesaid  West  India  Comi)any,  which  they  minded  so  little, 
that  they  not  only  have,  from  time  to  time,  usurped  more  and  more 
land  and  grounds,  purchased  and  occupied  for  many  years  by  said 
West  India  Company,  but  usually  comi)()rted  themselves  in  such 
wise,  that  the  trade  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  was  spoiled, 
navigation  obstructed  and  divers  bouweries  and  plantations  at  once 
ruined ;  which  aforesaid  proceedings  of  the  Swedish  Company, 
though  of  themselves  intolerable,  yet  have  those  of  the  West  India 
Company  been  unwilling  to  oppose  by  force,  in  order  to  avoid  giving 
any  occasion  for  difficulties  between  both  nations.  But  that  w  as 
not  the  intention  of  the  aforesaid  Swedish  Company,  which,  design- 
ing to  make  itself  master  of  the  entire  South  river,  and  being  em- 
boldened by  the  patience  and  peaceableness  of  the  aforesaid  West 
India  Company,  did  indeed  dare  to  put  its  scheme  into  execution 
in  the  year  1654,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  for  when,  in  the 
month  of  May  of  that  year,  a  new  Governor  came  there  with  some 
peo])le  to  the  South  river  on  the  part  of  the  aforesaid  Swedish  Com- 
pany, he  immediately  seized  the  fortresses  of  this  State,  stripped  the 
West  India  Company's  soldiers  of  their  arms  and  drove  them  away 
and  com))elled  the  people  to  swear  allegiance  to  him,  or  to  leave. 
This,  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  Director-General  of  the  aforesaid 
West  India  Company  residing  in  the  city  of  New  Amsterdam,  he, 
on  the  hrst  opportunity,  caused  restitution  thereof  to  be  demanded. 
But,  receiving  nothing  but  menaces  in  return,  he  hnally  could  not 
help  resenting  the  received  wrong.  Accordingly,  in  the  year  1655, 
he  departed  with  his  forces  for  the  said  South  river,  and  again  re- 
duced, under  the  obedience  of  this  State,  what  it  had  so  unjustly 
been  robbed  of.  And,  as  it  is  sufficiently  apparent  therefrom  that 
no  improper  proceedmgs  were  resorted  to  by  the  ^Vest  India  Com- 
pany, it  therefore  trusts  that  your  High  Mightinesses  will  i)erceive 
that  these  complaints  are  renewed  after  a  lapse  of  eight  years  more, 
for  form  sake,  and  because  the  Company  were  seized,  justly  or  un- 
justly, of  all  sides,  than  because  it  hath  committed  an  injustice, 
and  will  accordingly,  from  tlie  above  named  grievances  excuse  the 
Company,  which,  having  ceded  to  the  city  of  Amsterdam  all  its 
right  on  the  South  river,  doth  no  longer  possess  the  place. 
Which  doing,  etc. 

(Signed),  MICH'  TEN  HOVE. 

16A64. 
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AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  SIR  ROBERT  CARR  AND  THE 
DUTCH  AND  SWEDES  ON  DELAWARE  RIVER. 

Articles  of  Agreement  between  the  hono"''  Sir  Robert  Carr  Kn'  on  the 

behalfe  of  his  Maf  of  Great  Britaine,  and  the  Burgomasters  on 

theUhalJe  of  themselves  and  all  the  Dutch  and  Sxoedes  inhabiteing 

m  Uelaicare  Baij  and  Delaimre  liiver. 

L-That  all  the  Burgers  and  Planters  willsubmitt  themselves  to 
his  Miij""  authority  without  making  any  resistance. 

2.— That  whoever  of  what  nation  soever  doth  submit  to  his  Mai"- 
authority  shall  be  protected  in  tlieir  Estates  reall  Jc  personall  what 
soever  by  his  Maj"-  Lawes  and  Justice. 

3  -That  the  present  Magistrates  shall  be  continued  in  their  offices 
and  Jurisdiccons  to  exercise  their  Civill  power  as  formerly 

-l.-That  if  any  Dutchman  or  other  person  shall  desire  to  depart 
from  this  River,  that  it  shall  be  lawfuU  for  him  soe  to  doe  with  his 
goods  within  six  months  after  the  date  of  these  Articles 

o.-That  the  Magistrates  and  all  tlie  Inhabitants  who  are  in- 
cluded m  these  articles  shall  take  the  Oathes  of  Allegiance  to  his 
Maj'"=  and  of  fidelity  to  the  present  Government. 

6.-That  all  people  shall  enjoy  the  liberty  of  their  Conscience  in 
Church  Discipline  as  formerly. 

T.-That  whoever  shall  take  the  Oathes  is  from  that  time  a  free 
Denizen  and  shall  enjoy  all  the  Privileges  of  Trading  into  any  of  his 
Mar-  Dommions  as  freely  as  any  Englishman,  and  mav  require  a 
uertihcate  for  soe  doing. 

8.-That  the  Scoute,  the  Burgomasters,  Sheriffe,  and  other  in- 
teriour  Magistrates  shall  use  and  exercise  their  Customary  Power 
in  adm'con  of  Justice  within  their  Precincts  for  Six  Moneths  or 
untill  his  Maj'i^^  pleasure  is  further  known. 

The  Oath. 
I  doe  sweare  by  the  Almighty  God  that  I  will  beare  faith  and  al- 
legiance to  his  Maj'-  of  great  Brittaine,  and  that  I  will  obev  all 
such  comands  as  I  sliall  receive  from  the  Governo%  Deputy  Governor 
or  other  officers  appointed  by  his  Maj"-  authority  soe  long  as  I  live 
in  these  or  any  other  His  Maj"<'«  Territoryes. 

Given  under  our  hands  &  Scales  in  the  behalfe  of  ourselves  and 
the  rest  of  the  Inhabitants  the  first  day  of  October  in  the  veare  of 
our  L**  God  1664. 

FFOB  OUT  HOUT. 

GERRET  SAUNDERS  VAN  TIEL 

HANS  BLOCK. 

HENRY  JOHNSON. 

LUCAS  PETERSON. 

HENRY  COUSTURIER. 
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Given  under  my  hand  and  Seale  this  first  day  of  October  in  the 
veare  of  our  I^ord  God  1GG4. 

ROBE-RT  CARR. 


SIR  ROBERT  CARR'S  GRANT  TO  CAPT.  HYDE  AND 
CAPT.  MORLEY. 


This  Indenture  made  tlielO"'  day  of  Octob'  in  the  14"'  yeare  of  tlie 
reiijne  of  our  Soveraigue  Lord  King  Charles  the  second  by  the 
Grace  of  God  of  Enghmd  Scotland  France  and  Ireland,  Defender 
of  the  Faith  &c.  Betweene  Sir  Robert  Carr  Kn'  of  the  one  iiarty 
and  Hugh  Hyde  Esq'  and  Thomas  Morley,Gent.  of  the  otlier  party, 
Witnesseth,  tliat  whereas  His  Majesty  of  Great  Brittaine  by  his 
letters  Pattents  granted  unto  Richard  Nicolls  Esq'  Sir  Robert  Carr 
Kn'George  Cartwright  and  Samuell  Maverick  Esq""-' for  y"  settling 
His  Ma""'  affayres  in  New  England,  as  also  for  the  reducing  tlie  Isle 
of  Manhatans  and  other  adjacent  i)laces  under  the  comand  of  the 
Dutch  in  America  unto  His  ]\Ia''''  ol)edience  :  and  whereas  the  said 
Richard  Nicolls,  George  Cartwriglit  and  Samuell  Maverick  in  pur- 
suance of  his  Ma"'''  instructions  have  nominated  and  api)ointed  S"" 
Robert  Carr  Kn'  to  bee  sole  and  cheife  comander  &  disi)oser  of  the 
aftayres  in  the  behalfe  of  His  Ma'^  of  Great  Brittaine,  of  Delaware 
Bay  and  Delaware  River  witli  all  the  lauds  thereunto  belonging :  Now 
the  said  S""  Robert  Carr  Kn'  having  reduced  the  said  place  &  places 
by  force,  witli  the  assistance  of  the  said  Capt.  Hugh  Hyde  Esq.  and 
Ca])t.  Tliomas  Morley.  and  for  divers  other  good  causes  and  consid- 
erations done  and  jierformed  by  the  said  Hugh  Hyde  and  Thomas 
Morley,  have  granted  and  confirmed  c\:  by  these  presents  doe  give 
grant  and  confirm  unto  the  aforesaid  Hugh  Hyde  and  Thomas 
Morley  their  heyres  and  assignes  for  ever  all  tliat  tract  of  land  witii 
the  appurtenances  whatsoever  thereunto  belonging  or  appertaining 
knowne  or  called  by  the  Indyan  name  of  Chipussen  and  now  called 
by  the  name  of  the  mannour  of  Grimstead,  situated  near  the  head 
of  the  said  River  of  Delaware  in  America.  To  have  and  to  hold 
for  them  and  their  heyres  for  ever,  and  also  for  thesiiid  Hugh  Hyde 
to  have  full  i)ower  for  to  erect  and  establish  a  Court  Leete  and  him- 
selfe  to  bee  Lord  of  y  same  manno'  &  court,  with  all  rights  i)rivil- 
edges  and  profltts  and  freedomes  whatsoever  to  a  Lord  of  a  ^Slanno"" 
may  or  can  ])roperly  belong  (Royall  mines  excepted)  The  said  Hugh 
Hyde  and  Thomas  Morley  for  themselves  their  heyres  executo""' 
Administrato"'  and  assignes  doth  promise  covenant  to  and  with  the 
said  S'^  Robert  Carr  Kn"  his  successo"^  or  successo''''  that  they  for  them 
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their  heyres  or  cissi{i:ns  sliall  not  act  doe  suffer  or  permit  to  bee  acted 
or  done  any  thine:  contrary  to  tlie  customary  lawes  of  tliis  ])lace 
aforesaid.  And  the  said  liujj;li  Hyde  and  Tliomas  Morley  eacli  one 
for  themselves  doe  promise  covenant  and  agree  to  and  witli  tlie  said 
S''  Robert  Carr  Kn'  tliat  they  or  either  of  them  their  heyres  or  as- 
signes  shall  and  will  plant  and  stock  the  said  manno'  or  cause  the 
same  to  be  planted  or  stocked  witliin  six  yeares  following  the  date 
of  these  presents.  And  the  .S''  Robert  Carr  Kn^  doth  further  cove- 
nant to  and  with  the  said  Hugh  Hyde  and  Thomas  Morley,  tliat  hee 
the  said  S''  Robert  Carr  Kn'  will  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times 
witliin  the  space  of  six  years  following  the  date  of  these  premises 
make  sucii  lett,  grant,  assurance  and  assurances,  conveyance  or  con- 
veyances, pattent  or  pattents  whatsoever  shall  bee  thought  titt  by 
counsell  learned  in  the  law  ;  Provided  allwayes  notwithstanding  at 
their  owne  proper  costs  &  charges,  and  that  the  said  Hugh  Hyde 
and  Thomas  Morley  shall  pay  due  and  true  respects  and  services 
unto  His  Ma"'^^'  Deputy  Governor'  or  Governo"*  wdiich  are  or  shall  be 
according  to  the  law  and  custome  of  the  place  aforesaid.  And  the 
said  S''  Robert  Carr  Kn'  dotli  further  promise  and  covenant  to  and 
with  the  said  Hugh  Hyde  and  Tliomas  Morley  that  their  heyres  and 
assigiies  shall  quietly  possesse  and  enjoy  all  y"  abovementioned  prem- 
ises. And  further  it  is  covenanted  and  concluded  that  if  the  said 
land  be  not  stocked  and  inhabited  in  whole  or  in  part  witliin  the 
space  of  six  yeares,  that  then  it  shall  be  lawf uU  for  the  said  S'  Rob- 
ert Carr  Ku"^  his  successor"'  or  successo"'"  to  reenter  into  the  said  land 
or  premises  thus  granted;  provided  alwayes  that  His  JSIa"'-royall 
assent  bee  procured  by  y  said  Hugh  Hyde  and  Thomas  Morley  to 
contirme  these  presents.  In  witness  whereof  the  partyes  abovemen- 
tioned have  interchangeably  sett  their  hands  and  scales  the  day  and 
yeare  first  above  said. 

ROBERT  CARR. 
Sealed  and  delivered  by  the  within  named  S"^  Robert  Carr  in  the 
presence  of  us 

JOHN  CARR 
GEO.  COLT 
ARTHUR  STOCK. 


SIR  ROBERT  CARR  TO  COLONEL  NICOLLS, 


Dellawark  Fort  Octob  y^'  13'"  16G4 
Hon'''^  Sir:  After  a  long  and  troublesom  passage,  p'longed  by  y*' 
ignorance  of  y''  pylates  and  sholeness  of  water,  we  arrived  the  last 
day  of  September  att  Dellawarr,  passing  by  y  fort  w"'out  takeing 
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notice  each  of  the  others,  the  better  to  sattisfie  the  Sweede,  who, 
notwithstanding  tlie  Dutclies  i)swasions  to  y'=^  contrary,  were  soone 
our  frinds.  Afterwards  I  held  a  parley  w""  y"=  Dutch  Burgurs  and 
Governo':  tlie  Burgnrs  &  townesmen  after  almost  three  dayes  i)ar- 
ley,  consented  to  my  demands;  but  y"  Governo''  and  soldiery  alto- 
gether refused  my  pjjosicons.  Whereui)i)on  I  landed  my  soldiers  on 
Sonday  morning  following  &  coraanded  y"  shipps  to  fall  downe  be- 
fore y''  Fort  Avi"'n  muskett  sliott,  w""  directions  to  fire  two  broade- 
sides  a])eace  uppon  y'  Fort,  then  my  soldiers  to  fall  on .  Which  done, 
the  soldiers  neaver  stoping  untill  they  stormed  y*^  fort,  and  soe  con- 
sequently to  ])lundering  ;  the  seamen,  noe  less  given  to  that  sporte, 
were  quickly  w"'in,  &  liave  gotten  good  store  of  booty;  so  that  in 
sucli  a  noise  and  confusion  noe  worde  of  comand  could  be  heard  for 
sometyme;  but  for  as  many  goods  as  I  could  i)reserve,  I  still  keepe 
intire.  The  losse  on  our  part  was  none;  the  Dutch  had  tenn 
wouiided  and  3  killed.  The  fort  is  not  tenable  although  14  gunns, 
and  w"'out  a  greate  charge  w<=''  unevitably  must  be  exi)ended,  here 
wilbee  noe  staying,  we  not  being  able  to  keepe  itt.  Therefore  what 
I  have  or  can  gett  shalbee  layed  out  uiwn  y^strengtiining  of  the 
Fort.  W"'in  these  2  dayes  Ensigne  Stock  fell  sick  soe  that  I  could 
not  send  him  to  you  to  perticulerise  all  things,  but  on  his  recovery 
I  will  send  him  to  you.  If  Providence  had  not  soe  ruled  that  wee 
had  not  came  in  as  we  did,  we  had  been  necessitated  to  acquitt  y'' 
place  in  lesse  then  a  moneth,  there  being-nothing  to  bee  had,  but 
what  must  be  purchased  from  other-places  av'"  traide  of  good  ac- 
compt,  of  W^*"  for  y'=  p'^sent  wee  have  to  sattisfie  our  wants  I  have  al- 
ready sent  into  Merryland  some  Neegars  w"^  did  l)elong  to  y''  late 
Governo"'  att  his.i)lantation  above,  for  beefe,  pork,  corne  and  salt,  & 
for  some  other  small  conveniences,  w"*"  this  place  affordeth  not. 
Tiie  cause  of  my  not  sending  all  this  tyme  to  gyve  notice  of  our  suc- 
cess was  the  falling  of  y  Indians  from  their  former  civillity,  they 
abuseing  messengers  that  travell  by  land,  since  our  arrivall  here, 
though  noe  waves  incensed  by  us,  but  exaspirated  by  some  Dutch  and 
there  own  inclinacons,  that  80  of  them  came  from  y'  other  side,  where 
they  inhabitt,  and  soe  strong  they  are  there  that  noe  chi"istian  yett 
dare  venter  to  plant  on  that  side;  w*^""  belonges  to  y"  Duke  of  Yorke. 
They  stayed  here  8  nights ;  wee  used  them  civilly,  they  ptendhig 
tliey  here  came  to  settle,  but  since  are  returned  w"'out  doeing  any 
hurte.  "Wee  beg  yo'  endeavou"""  to  assist  i.;ss  in  y"  reeonciacon  of  y 
Indians  called  Synekees  at  y"  Fort  Ferrania,  and  y  Huskchanoes 
here,  tliey  comeing  and  doeing  vyolence  both  to  lieathen  and  Chris- 
tian, and  leave  these  Indians  to  be  blamed  for  itt :  in  soe  much  that 
Av"'in  lesse  than  6  weekes  severall  murthers  have  bin  comitted  and 
done  by  those  people  uj)on  y"  Dutcli  and  Sweedes  here.  Lett  mee 
beg  y^  favor  of  you  to  send  Mr.  Allison  and  Thompson,  the  one  for  y 
reedifying  of  y*^^  Fort,  y'  other  to  fix  our  amies,  there  being  not  any 
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but  what  is  broake  or  unfixed.    Yo'  Hono'"  shall  have  a  further  ac- 
compt  by  y  next,  until  w*^''  tynie  and  ever  after  I  remayne 
Yd'  faitlif  ull  and  obliged  Serv' 

ROBERT  CARR. 
Coll.  Nicolls. 


THE  COMMISS"  WARRANT   TO  COLL.  NICOLLS   TO  GO 
TO  DELAWARE. 


We  his  Ma''*^'  Comiss"  underwritten,  for  the  present  settlem'  of 
his  Ma""  Affairs  in  Delaware  Bay.  and  Delaware  river,  have 
thought  fitt  to  Order  and  Apjioint,  and  by  these  presents  do  Order 
and  Ai)point  Colonell  Richard  Nicolls  to  repair  to  Delaware  Bay 
and  there  to  take  special  care  for  the  good  governm'  of  the  s''  place 
and  to  Depute  such  Otticer  or  Officers  therein  as  he  shall  think  fitt 
for  the  menagement  of  his  Ma"'''  Affairs  both  Civil  and  Milifcary 
until  his  Ma"^"  pleasure  be  further  known  Given  under  our  hands 
and  seals  this  24'"  of  October  1664 :  at  New  York  on  Manhatans 
Island. 

GEORGE  CART  WRIGHT 
SAM:  MAYERICKE. 
To  Colonell  Richard  Nicolls. 


Whereas  the  Bearer  hereof  Elizabeth  Consturier  the  wife  of 
Henry  Consturier  of  Delaware  Bay  hath  requested  of  me  liberty 
to  Transport  herself  and  Goods  to  Delaware  afores''  1  do  therefore 
hereby  will  and  require  all  Persons  in  his  Ma"'''  name  to  permit  and 
Suffer  the  s'^  Elizabeth  Consturier  peaceably  and  quietly  to  pass 
(with  her  Goods  and  Merchandize)  in  any  Sliip  or  Vessell  unto 
Delaware  Bay  aforesaid  and  there  to  Trade  or  Traffique  w"'  her  said 
Goods  or  Merchandize  ( provided  thoy  be  not  such  Comodities  as 
are  not  prohibited  by  Act  of  Parliam' )  or  to  dispose  otherwise  of 
them  according  to  her  will  and  pleasure.  Given  under  my  hand 
and  Seal  at  James  Fort  on  the  Island  of  Manhatans  this  26"'  day  of 
October  1664: 

RICHARD  NICOLLS. 

To  all  &c. 


These  are  to  Certifie  that  I  have  rec''  from  his  Ma"''"  ship  the 
Guyny  one  Flagg  for  his  Ma""'*  use  in  this  Fort  and  there  hath  like- 
wise been  delivered  from  the  said  Ship  one  Flagg  more  and  a  Sea 
Compass  unto  S"^  Rob'  Carr  at  Delaware  Bay,  as  appears  under  the 
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hand  of  the  said  S'  Robert  Carr,  and  I  desire  that  they  may  pass  in 
his  Ma"'"'  stores  in  the  Boatswaines  Accompt.  Dated  at  Fort  James 
in  Xew  York  on  the  Island  of  Manhatants  this  26"'  day  of  October 
1664. 

RICHARD  NICOLLS. 


"\V  HEREAS  upon  our  arrival  into  New  England  Cai)t.  Hugh  Hide 
Comander  of  his  Ma"'''  Ship  the  Guyny  did  put  a  Jack  Flagg  at  liis 
maine  top  mast  head,  and  hath  since  worne  it  in  these  parts,  We  his 
Ma'"^^"  Com"""  for  his  Affairs  in  America  do  hereby  Certify  that  what 
hath  been  done  by  Cap'  Hide,  was  by  tlie  Advice  and  allowance  of 
us  liis  Ma"'*  C6tniss''%  we  supposing  it  might  be  for  the  rei)utac6n 
and  advancem'  of  his  ISLi^"'  Service  in  these  parts.  In  testimony 
whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  at  Fort  James  in  New- 
York  on  Manhatans  Island  this  26th  of  October  1664. 

RICHARD  NICOLLS. 

GEORGE  CARTWRIGIIT. 

SAM'  MAYERICKE. 


These  are  to  Certifie  that  Cap'  Thomas  Morley  being  employed 
by  me  in  his  Ma"'=-  Service  at  Delaware  Bay  w"'  his  Sliij)  called  the 
William  and  Nicholas,  he  did  receive  of  Cap'  Hugh  Hide  Comander 
of  his  Ma"'^"  Shij)  the  Guyny  Two  Barrells  of  Powder  and  Twenty 
Iron  Shott,  whicli  was  spent  at  the  reducing  of  the  Fort  at  Delaware 
afores''  under  his  ISIa'"'"  Obedience.  I  desire  theiefore  tluit  it  may 
passe  in  his  Ma'*''"  Stores  in  the  Gunner's  Accompt  of  his  ]\Ia"'^^"  said 
Shipp  the  Guyny.  Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  James  in  New 
York  on  Manhatans  Island  this  26'"  day  of  October  1664. 

RICHARD  NICOLLS. 


CAPT  HIDE'S  ORDER  FOR  SAILING. 


You  are  hereby  required  as  soon  as  you  have  rec^  your  Provisions 
on  Board  to  Sett  Sail  with  his  Ma'"^*  Ship  under  your  Comand  and 
Sail  directly  for  Portsm"  giving  his  Royal  Highness  Notice  of  your 
Arrival,  and  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  warrant.  Given  under 
our  hands  at  James  Fort  in  New  Yorke  on  Manhattans  Island  tliis 
26  ''  dav  of  October  1664. 

RICHARD  NICOLLS. 

GEORGE  CARTWRIGHT. 

SAM'  MAVORICKS. 
To  Cap'  Hugh  Hide  Comander  of  his  Ma"'"^  Ship  the  Guyny. 
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AMBASSADOR  YAN  GOGH  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
STxVTES  GENERAL. 


CiiELSET  the  7^^  of  Xovemb''  1664. 

]\IY  Lo^:  Upon  the  5'"  of  Novemb.  St.  Xo.  1664.  I  rcc''  the 
packett  with  tlie  seYerall  letters  iV:  other  enclosures  fi'om  the  State, 
viz'  the  Copies  of  Ires  &  resolucons  of  the  21'"  of  Octob.  as  also  of 
the  24'"  &  31'"  dito.  all  W"  doe  coniplaiiie  of  the  taking  of  Cabo  Corso 
aswell  as  of  Xew  Netherland  &'-  Amongst  w'"  also  there  was  [a] 
Justificatoir,  upon  His  Ma'"'"  supposicon  concerning  the  infraction 
of  the  14"  Arcleof  the  Treaty,  written  in  Dutch,  Avhereof  also  I  am 
promised  a  copie  in  French  by  the  next. 

In  pursuance  of  the  said  orders  I  did  at  my  audience,  w*^''  was  yes- 
terday towards  the  evening  about  4  of  the  clocke  deduce  at  large 
againe  those  grievances  of  the  injuries  violences  A:  outrages  com- 
mitted by  the  English  against  the  subjects  of  this  State,  as  also  of 
the  other  inconveniences  &  wrong  interpretacons  av^"  His  Ma'-'  had 
made  of  the.  words  of  their  II.  M'  orders  &c  To  w  "  His  Ma'-' 
answ^ered  that  he  had  well  observed  perused  &  examined  all  the 
reasons  and  arguments  transmitted  in  writhig  by  their  H.  M*  as 
also  what  had  bin  at  large  by  me  deduced  thereupon,  and  that  he 
had  already  given  order  for  answers  to  be  drawne  to  them  all,  but 
that  by  reason  the  s^  reasons  &  arguments  were  so  coi)ious  and 
voluminous,  the  s'  answers  could  not  hitherto  be  gott  ready  and 
perfected ;  yet  nevertheles  that  they  would  be  ready  very  suddainly 
&  that  then  they  should  be  sent  me. 

And  forasmoch  also  as  I  propounded  to  His  Ma'-'  tiie  2  last  poh)ts 
recomended  by  their  H.  M"  about  Cabo  Corso  and  New  Netherlands 
being  taken  in  an  hostile  manner  by  the  English  from  the  West 
India  Com])''  His  Ma"  said  that  he  had  had  both  in  writing  &  by 
word  of  mouth  a  full  and  large  relacon  of  all,  but  that  the  matter 
was  so  ])rolix  that  all  could  not  be  well  remembred,  but  that  he 
would  summarily  answer  by  word  of  mouth  these  3  points,  viz'  that 
v,'"^  hath  bin  formerly  complayned  of  about  Cabo  Yerd,  that  he  had 
formerly  declared  that  that  action  was  done  beyond  his  knowledge, 
that  he  would  iuforme  himselfe  tliereof,and  that  then  according  to 
the  merite  of  the  case  he  would  cause  such  redresse  cV:  justice  to  be 
done  therein,  as  should  appertaine  ;  \vitli  which  provisionall  answere 
their  II.  M*  ought  also  to  have  taken  provisionall  satisfaction,  that 
he  could  not  doe  otherw'ise,  nor  could  there  be  done  more  according 
to  the  order  and  rules  of  justice,  especially  in  such  a  case  as  this, 
that  he  dotli  graunt  that  the  s*^  action,  as  it  was  done  without  his 
knowledge  &  order,  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  evill  action  in 
itself e  and  to  raeritt  addresse  &  correction ;  but  yet  that  his  people 
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ou.cht  also  to  be  heard,  that  so  it  may  l)e  knowne  what  reasons  had 
moved  them  to  doe  the  same,  and  then  to  doe  justice  thereupon, 
according  to  tlie  exigence  of  tlie  case. 

That  in  order  tliereunto  Cap'  Holmes  had  bin  expected  at  home 
about  2  months  since,  and  that  he  could  not  imagine  what  may  be 
the  cause  of  his  so  long  stay,  fearing  that  some  disaster  or  other  is 
befallen  him  at  sea,  w^^''  he  should  be  sorry  for,  both  for  this  k  sev- 
erall  other  reasons.  And  His  Maj'-'  added  these  words  somewhat 
resolutely  and  eagerly — "■  but  I  cannot  admitt  that  any  body  els  shall 
undertake  to  doe  justice  ocer  my  subjects  or  to  carve  out  tlicir  owne  re- 
dresse  as  I  see  their  H.  M'.  have  undertaken  to  doe  by  their  instruAitions 
given  to  the  Comander  in  Cheife  of  thefleete  bound  for  Guiny''^ :  repeat- 
ing the  very  Avords  of  the  s''  instruction.  Which  being  by  me 
answered  in  the  best  manner  and  forme  with  reasons  &  arguments 
from  myselfe,  aswell  according  to  the  Justificatoir  al'ores'^  iV-''.  His 
Ma'^'  was  pleased  further  to  declare  that  he  could  not  understand 
the  s'^  wc  rds  to  be  any  otherwise  tlien  afores''  but  yet  that  he  would 
(breaking  off  from  all  otlier  reasons)  give  his  answere  to  all  particu- 
lars in  writing,  as  is  said  before,  av"*"  lie  would  suddainly  send  me. 
And  as  to  what  was  insisted  upon  by  me  concerning  Cabo  Corso, 
His  Ma"  said  that  it  was  done  with  his  knowledge  &  by  his  order, 
as  being  a  business  w'"'  properly  belongs  to  the  English,  and  that  the 
ground  was  theirs,  .fe  that  they  had  also  built  upon  the  same,  and 
that  the  same  was  afterwards  taken  from  the  English  by  the  Nether- 
lands West  India  Conip'  and  l>y  them  only  something  more  built 
ui)on  the  same  ;  that  they  had  not  liad  possession  thereof  mucli 
above  four  yeares,  »fe  tliat  the  English  will  justify  and  demonstrate 
their  right  to  all  this.  Wliereupon  I  having  rei)lyed  tliat  tliis  (under 
favoure)  was  not  the  right  way  even  by  His  Maj""^  owne  wordes  as 
above,  to  cutt  out  their  owne  redresse,  and  that  also  it  is  directly 
contrary  to  the  treaty  made  &  to  W^*"  His  Maj'-''  returned  severall 
reasons  againe  too  long  to  set  down  here.  And  so  His  ^laj'-'  de- 
clared upon  the  memoriall  afores''  (breaking  of,  as  it  were  from 
further  reasons)  that  he  would  answere  it  Viy  writing.  And  as  to 
what  concernes  tlie  Remonstrance  of  the  business  of  New  Nether- 
land,  he  said  also  that  those  lands  belojiged  to  his  jurisdiction,  and 
that  they  lay  amongst  the  rest  of  his  other  lands  in  those  })arts,  and 
so  have  also  from  the  beginning  bin  occupied  by  the  English,  &  the 
Netherlands  nation  were  only  admitted  to  come  live  and  settle 
themselves  there,  without  that  ever  tiiere  was  any  authority  or 
power  given  or  graunted  to  the  Netherland's  West  India  Comi)"  or 
any  other.  Whereupon  I  having  also  rei)lyed,even  as  of  Cabo  Corso 
as  above,  that  the  Netherland's  nation  having  now  for  5(»  years  to- 
gether had  liad  quiet  possession  in  those  parts,  that  the  same  cannot 
nor  ought  not  in  cequity  or  reason,  to  be  taken  from  them,  that 
therefore  His  Maj'>  would  please  to  examine  this  matter  rightly  and 
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justly,  &  accordingly  make  due  redresse  for  the  same-  as  tlieir  11 
M».  according  to  his  known  and  renowned  justice  could  expect  noe 
lesse.     low^  His  Maj'y  returned  again  as  before  "  /  shall  cause  an 
answere  of  all  to  be  made  in  writing  w^'^  shalbe  suddain^  given  you  " 
\\  hereupon  I  tooke  an  occasion  to  say  (seeing  that  His  Mai^^  was 
desu-ous  with  this  to  breake  off  from  this  discourse)  that  these  ac- 
tions would  turne  to  noe  other  end  but  a  widening  of  the  breach 
betvveene  both  is'ations,  &  that  it  was  to  be  feared  further  mischeifes 
would  arise  thence.    His  Maj'^  was  pleased  to  fall  into  the  reasons 
formerly  by  me  menconed,  saying  that  this  business  (meanin-  the 
equippages  under  Opdam  asAvell  as  those  dessigned  for  Guiuvrwas 
not  first  begun  by  him,  but  by  the  Js^etherlanders  (sayin-  u  ^^j 
landers  ")  that  he  ever  had  bin  a  lover  of  peace,  nor  that  he  vet  de- 
sired a  warre ;  yet  nevertheles  that  lie  could  not  omitt  to  defend  and 
mamtame  his  subjects  in  their  rights:   saying  moreover  that  he 
could  not  tell  what  more  to  say  than  to  referre  nimselfe  wholelv  to 
the  answere  promised  as  above  and  y^  if  their  H.  M«  had  anv  thing 
to  desire  further  of  him,  that  he  would  be  readvat  all  times  to  take 
and  receave  any  papers  they  shall  have  to  offer.    After  w^"  w^'my 
due  compliment  &  promising  to  cause  the  s^  Justificatoir  to  be  de- 
livered to  his  hands,  and  praying  that  it  might  be  by  him  rightly 
apprehended,  I  tooke  my  leave  of  His  Mai'>. 

I  was  once  thinking  to  have  then  and  there  delivered  the  s^  Jus 
tihcatoir.  as  it  was,  but  in  regard  that  the  French  translation  was 
not  yet  come  &  that  there  hatli  been  noe  time  to  doe  it  here,  &  for 
that  I  am  promised  the  same  thence  with  the  first.  I  tliou-ht  be=t 
to  make  use  of  s''  provisionall  promise:  assuring  their  H  M^  that 
1  shall  not  bee  wanting  in  my  endeavours  to  execute  their  further 
commands  both  as  to  this  and  all  other  matters 

H.  M'  i;esoluc6n  of  the  31"'  of  Octob^  last,  these  are  not  only  sent 
by  the  Ordinary  Post,  but  also  by  an  expresse.  as  also  (God  willing) 
I  intend  to  send  His  Maj^-  anssvere  in  writing,  so  soone  as  I  shall 
iiave  receaved  the  same. 

As  to  the  ordinary  newes,  there  is  at  present  but  litle,  only  that  the 
fleete  under  Prins  Robert  lyes  wind  bound  still  at  Portsmouth  from 
whence  he  is  fully  resolved  to  sett  sayle  assoone  as  the  wind  shall 
serve  m  prosecution  of  his  voyage  (notwithstanding  that  tiiere  is 
some  discontent  amongst  the  people  about  bad  and  decayed  provisions 
A^  his  rieete  is  served  with,  and  that  also  they  are  not  well  pleased 
with  the  service,  especially  those  w^"  are  bound  forGuinv  but 
Jiavmg  altered  some  of  tlie  provisions  and  punished  some  that  were 
retractor>-,  all  is  reduced  to  good  order  againe.)  I  cannot  therefore 
tor  want  of  time,  enlarge  any  more,  refering  mvself  to  their  H  M^ 
Ire,  wherein  according  to  order  I  have  sett  downe  the  constitution 
of  shipping  here,  and  all  that  depends  thereon.    Herewith  &-^. 

M.  VAX  GOGH. 
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P.  S.  The  pressing  of  men  here  for  their  ships  is  growne  to  such 
a  heiglith,  that  bej'ond  all  order  and  custome,  they  presse  tlie  very 
l)rentices  &  handycrafts  men,  as  they  have  begun  now  with  tliose 
of  the  shoe-makers. 


AMBASSADOR  VAX  GOGH  TO  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
STATES  GENERAL. 


Chelsey  the  14"'  of  Novemb'  A°  16G-4. 

My  LC*  My  last  unto  yo'  Lo''  was  of  the  10""  Instant,  accompanied 
with  a  triplicate  of  the  Ires  sent  hence  the  7"'  dito  by  the  ordinary 
post  aswell  as  by  an  expresse.  Since  I  liave  receaved  the  dupli- 
cates of  their  H.  M\  Ires  &  resolucons  of  the  24'"  of  Oc^tob.  taken 
upon  the  first  remonstrance  of  the  Directors  of  the  West  India 
Comjr'  complayning  of  the  actions  used  by  the  English  by  tlie  taking 
in  and  making  themselves  masters  of  New  Netherland ;  w"^"  were 
sent  me  only  for  my  informacon.  There  was  also  another  duplicate 
of  tlie  lies  &  resolucon  with  some  other  papers  of  the  31'"  of  Octob. 
afores'  upon  the  said  complaints:  also  another  duplicate  of  the  Ire 
«!c  resolucon  of  the  31'"  dito,  witli  an  authentycq  c()pie  in  Dutcli  of 
the  Justificatoir  made,  wliereunto  is  annexed  a  copie  in  French  to 
be  delivered  to  his  Maj'-'. 

In  pursuance  of  the  s*^  last  resolucon  (since  that  His  Maj'-'  had 
already  been  spoken  of  this  affaire,  as  I  wrote  in  my  s'  he  of  the  7'" 
instant,)  having  desired  Audience  with  His  Maj'>'  (w^"  was  appointed 
yesterday  in  the  evening  al)Out  4  of  the  clocke)  I  did  againe  at  my 
introduction  make  a  repeticon  of  my  former  arguments  at  my  last 
audience  W"  were  chiefetly  concerning  the  taking  of  Cabo  Corso 
and  New  Netherland  and  to  desire  redresse  for  the  same,  as  also 
repeating  the  amicable  ct  reasonable  offers  made  on  the  part  of  their 
H.  M"  towards  the  reparacon  and  satisfaction  of  the  damages  pre- 
tended by  the  English  forasmuch  as  they  may  be  found  to  be  just 
and  reasonable;  in  which  they  have  endeavoured  to  come  \i\)  to  His 
Ma'-  in  all  respects,  so  farre  as  in  reason  can  be  expected  of  them, 
for  the  conservacon  of  tlie  good  amity  and  correspondence  and  the 
due  observance  of  the  last  treaty  made,  W'^'  their  II.  M'  ever  will 
remayne  by,  as  they  liave  sufficiently  made  it  appeare;  and  that 
their  H.  M'  being  informed  tliat  His  Maj'>  seemed  to  have  taken 
some  discontent  concerning  some  words  sett  downe  in  the  Instruc- 
tions given  to  the  Comander  in  Chiefe  of  the  ships  designed  for 
Guiny,  as  if  the  same  sliould  have  bin  contrary  to  the  s*^  treaty,  that 
notwithstanding  all  this  had  bin  fully  answered  by  me,  in  confi- 
dence that  thereby  satisfaction  might  be  taken,  that  yet  neverthe- 
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les  Ilis  Maj'-'  beyond  all  exi)ectation  did  seeme  to  remayne  l)y  his 
former  opinion;  that  therefore  their  IL  M"  had  thought  fitt  to 
make  a  conce])t  of  a  Justificatoir  to  be  delivered  to  His  Maj'-'' 
not  doubting  but  that  His  Maj'>  would  have  given  place  to  and 
taken  satisfaction  from  the  s''  reasons  according  to  his  usuall  dis- 
cretion. And  after  that  the  contents  of  the  s*  Justificatoir  was  by 
me  verbally  deduced,  and  having  added  what  els  was  needful  (at 
the  same  time  delivering  over  the  same  W''  then  was  also  by  His 
Maj'-  accepted)  lie  said  as  foUoweth : — "I  know  very  well  wliat 
"satisfaction  could  hitherto  ever  be  obtained  there  and  what  hath 
"  bin  offred  towards  the  same,  but  the  effects  thereof  could  never 
"yet  be  seene;  yet  they  declare  they  will  stand  by  the  Treaty,  and 
"yet  they  doe  quite  contrary,  as  by  given  orders  w''  are  repugnant 
"to  the  same,  as  I  have  said  before,  &  shalbe  more  clearly  demon- 
"  strated  by  my  auswere  W''  I  have  ordered  to  be  drawne  ujj  in  writ- 
"ing  and  w''  shall  in  a  few  dayes  be  delivered  unto  you.  In  the 
"  mean  time  'tis  observed  that  still  more  and  more  sliijiping  are 
"making  ready  to  putt  to  sea,  so  soone  as  the  wind  shall  serve. 
"  But  be  it  knowne  that  if  they  doe,  that  my  tleete  shall  not  stay 
"at  home,  nor  thence"  (speaking  of  the  shii)S  bound  for  Guiny.) 
All  w'*'  being  by  me  answered  with  such  fitt  reasons  as  were  fitting, 
His  Ma'"^  did  somewhat  eagerly  ic  interrupting  me  of  my  discourse, 
say,  "I  cannot  make  any  other  interpretacon  of  the  words  in  the 
"orders  afores"^  than  what  I  have  formerly  said  "  (falling  upon  the 
discourse  of  the  Xetlierlands  equipages)  "viz'.  I  could  liave  also 
have  brought  a  greater  number  of  sliips  to  sea"  (naming  4U  saile) 
"if  that  I  would  liave  followed  the  desires  of  the  people:  but  I  have 
"bin  williiig  to  shew  mj^selfe  inclinal)le  to  peace  in  all  resi)ects." 
To  W''  1  having  againe  reply ed  in  due  forme,  and  having  laid  before 
His  Maj'-''  the  said  effects  of  the  senister  rencounters  w'^^''  are  to  be 
feared  and  the  bad  consequences  thereof  w"''  ought  with  all  cai'e  and 
circumspection  to  be  prevented,  to  avoid  all  further  breaches  be- 
tweene  both  nations:  His  Maj'-'  was  pleased  to  returne againe  as  be- 
fore, tliat  he  was  )iot  the  occasion  thereof,  as  not  having  first  begun 
this  worke.  And  forasmuch  as  1  preceive  that  all  fromer  reasons 
of  discontent  were  repeated,  ex  abrupto,  as  it  "were,  &  that  all  the 
arguments  I  alleadged  there  against,  seemed  to  have  noe  place,  I 
did  once  more  assure  His  Maj'-'  of  their  H.  M*.  speciall  &  intire  in- 
clination for  the  continuance  of  the  mutuall  good  correspondence, 
w'^''  since  the  reducement  and  establishm'  of  this  State  hath  ever, 
and  without  any  interruption,  betweene  both  Nations  bin  main- 
tayned,  and  whereof  also  the  good  fruit  on  both  sides  have  abun- 
dantly hitherto  bin  enjoyed;  (w"''  matter  I  did  extend  to  the  most 
highest  praise  of  the  Englisli  Nation)  and  that  therefore  and  for 
many  other  reasons,  all  possible  meanes  ought  to  used,  whereby  the 
differences  betweene  both  nations  might  be  removed  and  all  further 
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breaches  prevented ;  wherennto  as  Ilis  Ma.i'>  is  prayed  most  earnest- 
ly to  contribute  all  on  his  ])arte  that  so  their  H.  M\  also  are  abso- 
lutely enclined  to  declare  their  pood  inclinations  towards  the  same. 
To  w^"  Ilis  JNIaj'-'  (as  seeming  to  make  some  diversion  of  discourse) 
said,  that  he  knew  not  what  to  say  more  hereunto  then  what  he  had 
said  before,  &  that  he  had  caused  his  answers  to  be  drawne  up  in 
writing  W^"  should  be  sent  me  in  a  few  dayes,  and  that  if  in  case 
their  II.  M'.  had  any  thing  to  pro})ound  to  him,  that  he  would  be 
allwaies  ready  to  heare  them.  AV hereupon  I  preceiving  that  His 
Maj'-'  seemed  willing  to  leave  off  from  all  other  discourse,  I  did, 
after  due  comi)liment  and  earnest  recoinmendacous  that  His  Ala'-'' 
would  please  to  api)rehend  all  things  rightly,  take  my  leave  of  His 
Maj'y. 

There  were  many  other  discourses  repeated  there  w"^  still  tended 
to  the  same  effect  as  I  have  wrote  formerly  vc"^  therefore  I  shall 
omitt  to  sett  downe  here,  but  His  Maj'-'  still  seemed  to  remayne  dis- 
satisfyed  in  so  much  that  I  could  not  perceave  that  His  Maj'>  was 
pleased  to  take  any  content  in  all  what  was  said,  but  in  generall  re- 
ferred all  to  the  answere  w"^  is  to  be  given  me  in  writing.  Here- 
with &'■'. 

M.  VAN  GOGH. 

P.  S.  Just  now  I  understand  that  there  is  a  generall  stop  to  be 
made  upon  all  slripi)ing  throughout  all  the  ports  of  England,  where- 
by they  may  be  the  better  able  to  get  men  to  man  their  ships  of 
warre,  from  w'^''  embargo  the  East  India  ships  and  those  W"  are 
bound  for  the  Streights  with  fish,  are  only  to  be  exempted. 


MR.  WILLIAM  JONES  TO  COLONEL  NICOLLS. 

20  Dec^  1664 
Bight  HorC'^': 

Att  a  gen"  meeting  of  Deputies  from  y^  severall  Plantacons  of  this 
Colony  it  was  agreed  y'  a  letter  should  be  p'"pared  and  sent  to  in- 
forme  Yo'  Hono""  of  y"  great  wrong  and  injury  this  Colony  have  suf- 
fered from  y  Dutch  at  Delaware  Bay.  about  14  yeares  agoe,  being 
violently  repulsed  w"'  great  damage  out  of  theire  just  purchase  and 
possession  there ;  for  we  had  purchased  a  great  tract  of  land  on  y^ 
one  and  y^  other  side  of  y  Bay  or  River  and  a  plantacon  begun  by 
sundry  psons,  <!e  a  trading  house  set  up ;  vr"^  y  Dutch  pillaged  and 
burnt  and  soe  wholly  destroid  y''  designs  at  y'  tyme.  Two  or  3  yeares 
afterwards  a  new  attempt  was  made  and  a  vessell  sent,  w'^''  was  then 
alsoe  stopt  at  the  Manhatoes,  and  sundry  of  y'  i)rincipall  psons  im- 
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prisoned  by  the  Dutch  Govern^  soe  y'  nothing  y^  way  hath  ever  bin 
attempted  since,  althongh  y^-  Indians  of  whome  we  p  clmsed 
and,  ch.es, 11  owne  our  right  ct  much  desire  r  coming  o  he  EnJ 
hsh  But  thus  much  only  to  acquaint  Yo^  Hono^  w^  fs  fu  er  n-' 
tended,  x.pon  a  further  search  of  o^  records,  to  be  imp  ov  d  by  Yo^ 
Hono  as  yoj  wisdom  shall  think  fit ;  humbly  desiring  alsoe  that  o^ 

vic:p^:e;rd%l"ts,"""    Pclon  tor  this  boldness  with  humble  ser- 

Yor  Hono"*  humble  Serv' 

Indorsed  by  Col.  Nicolls  ^^''"  '^^^^E^- 

"  W"  Joanes  from  New  Haven." 


ALEXANDER  'd  HINJOSSA,  LATE  GOVERNOR  AT  THF 
DELAWARE,  TO  GOVERNOR  NICOLLS 

Rig]tt  Hon^^"  Sir : 

here  to  IZ^^T  ^1  ^^'^''^''^'  ""'^^^  *°  «^^-  letter  came  safely 
here  to  hand  &  I  learn  from  it  that  Your  Honor  is  sorrv  for  my  loss 
If  1  our  Hon^  would  please  to  console  me  therein   it  can  be  done 
by  the  restitution  of  my  lost  Estate,  and  could  I "  et  t  bao^   Tu 

Meanwhile  should  Your  Hon-"   incline  thprpnnfn    fi 
Should  1.  sent  me  to  Capt  Thomas  HSu^ell'  n  M^r^l     d  wlT J 
shall  st.ll  remain  2  or  3  months.    Should  these  not  be  accerTt  d  bv 
Your  Hono^  I  would  hereby  respectfully  request  you  to  se  d  me  a 

irdeTtT^tT     ":?"^^  ^""'  '^  ^"^  ^^i»*'--  theiuke  of  York  in 
ordei  that  I  may  take  occasion  to  api^ly  in  London  to  u^.\i   \ 

aforesaid  on  t,.esubJeet.Herewit,;LU;tr-;K;!^^^^^ 

Your  obedient  Servant 
«.   ,  ^,        ,  ALEXANDER  d'HiNOYOSSA. 

Smt  Merry's  at  Capt  Thomas  Houwel's  house 
ouperscrihed 

Hooch  Edle  gebooren  heer  Myn  Heer  Richart  Nickles  Gouver- 
neur  van  Nieu  Jork  en  N.  Engelant  present  delivar 
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COLONEL  GEORGE  CARTWRIGIIT  TO  THE  SECRETARY 
OF  STATE. 


Sir  :— I  am  heartily  sorry  that  I  cannot  give  you  a  further  ac- 
count of  His  Majesties  affaires  liere,  then  -vVhat  I  hope  you  liave  re- 
ceived by  Captain  Hugh  Hyde  from  Coll.  NicoUs.  Since  all  the 
plantations  both  of  tlie  Dutch  and  Swedes  upon  the  South  River 
were  reduced  under  the  obedience  of  His  Majestie  in  October  last, 
Mr.  iSIaverick  and  my  selfe  have  had  nothing  to  doe  but  observe 
His  Majesties  counnands  in  visiting  the  English  Colonies;  l)ut  we 
have  not  liad  power  to  doe  anything  ;  for  together  lie  and  I  cannot 
act  without  a  tliird  man  though  each  of  us,  single,  may  act  with 
Colonell  Nicholls ;  but  he  is  detained  at  New  York  with  the  affaires 
of  his  government,  and  S'  Robert  Carre  cannot  be  perswaded  to 
leave  Delaware  as  yet.  And  if  they  should  not  be  spared  from  their 
governments  the  next  spring  (w'"'  I  fear  they  cannot)  we  shall  be  in 
a  great  straight.  We  shall  soon  have  spent  that  little  which  His 
Majestie  hath  allowed  us,  and  as  to  my  own  particular  I  have 
neither  credit  here  to  take  up  money  nor  an  estate  in  England  to 
repay  it  Avitli.  If  the  Dutch  will  doe  anything  to  regain  those 
places  W"  we  have  taken  from  them,  it  is  much  more  probable  that 
they  will  attempt  it  in  the  Spring  then  this  winter.  The  proba- 
bility that  they  may  do  so,  will  be  an  argument  strong  enough  to 
make  that  seem  reasonable,  W"  I  fear.  Our  greatest  work  lyes  in 
this  jurisdiction,  which  is  300  miles  from  New  York,  and  Delaware 
above  100  miles  away  beyond  that,  W'^  is  too  great  a  distance  for 
any  to  be  at  from  their  cliarge  in  time  of  danger. 

Sir,  it  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  this  and  to  acquiesse  in 
what  shall  be  returned  to,  Sir, 

Your  most  hmnble  Servant 

GEORGE  CARTWRIGIIT. 
From  Capt  Thomas  Breedon's  hous  in  Boston  in  New  England. 
January  16.  1664  These  To  the  Right  Honorable  Sir  Henry  Ben- 
net  K'  Principall  Secretary  of  State.    At  Whitehall. 


COLONEL    GEORGE    CARTWRIGHT   TO   COLONEL 
NICOLLS. 


Capt  Breedoxs  Janu  :  25">  1664. 
Sir  :  I  have  delivered  your  letters  to  Mi-.  George  Tyle,  the  master 
of  the  Successe,  who  is  this  day  gone  to  Nantasquet.    I  have  writ- 
ten by  him  to  S""  Henry  Bennet  and  M"^  ]Marick  to  my  Lord  Chan- 
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cellor  The  day  before  I  gott  liither  Capt.  Breedon  luid  sent  vou 
some  le  ters  brought  by  Mr.  Wiuder  a.ul  Captain  Scarlet  out  of 
England  wc..  the  Dep.  Governor  and  the  M^Jor  Gen"  l^efu Ld  to 
send.    Of  the  messenger  that  went  we  have  not  vet  heard,  thou.di 

to  tlie  Manhattans  are  none  of  them  payd  :  2  of  them  have  received 
some  tayr  words,  bat  Coles,  (who  came  from  Piscatoque  w  tl  Z 

thoii  to  wliom,  (m  his  great  necessity,  having  latelv  lost  his 
vessell  in-  storm)  I  have  payed  £lo,  npon  the  accomrt  of  be  ng  p  lo 

hear  that  Ma,or  Gen"  Leveret  hath  received  £34  fronx  the  country 
foi  the  charges  he  was  at  in  entertaining  you  at  Boston,  and  the 

ahe  13 .  ^  that  we  entend  to  exact  1-  for  every  acre  of  land,  and 
£30uo  a  year  besides,  and  to  abridge  them  of  their  greatest  1  riv. 
ledges,  liberty  of  their  consciences,  and  many  such ;  w"m  Ai"v  ' 
ick  heard  of  amongst  his  friends,  in  every  place  where  hehatlibeen 
m  this  .unsdiction.  They  have  admitted  for  freemen  three  f 0 nr 
men  who  are  not  members  of  their  Church,  that  by  it  thev  m  g 
evade  the  Kmg's  letter  in  that  poynt.  Their  underhand  deal  ng  0 
get  petitions  made  to  themselves  for  mayntaining  the  gover  men? 
as  It  IS  a   present  established,  and  their  private  solicitmgfoi-voyc 

done  TM.  1  V  "  S'  '^^  ^'^''^  ^"^'"^  ^°°^^'  ^^'^  ^^«^  ^e  nothing 
done.  This  day  Cap'  Hudson  and  others  here  in  Boston  petitioned 
to  us  to  write  to  the  Governor  of  Road  Island:  w-  we  la^e  done 
and  by  the.r  messenger  venture  this,  w^^'  perchance  from  the. to; 
by  Connecticote  may  find  a  passage.  They  lav  claim  to  some  land 
m  the  Narraganset  country,  and  have  set  upa  hous.  Those  be W 
ing  to  oad  Island  have  pull'd  it  down,  as  they  dia  once  before  ufd 
one  of   hese  men  told  us  that  if  we  did  not  determine  tVext^^'L" 

wa::nd;d:""^^'' ''  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  '^^^'^  ^^-^  ^^^-^  -"t  s^i^f; 

If  this  letter  speed  well  and  meet  not  with  a  frozen  passage  T 
hope  It  may  prevayl  with  you  to  come  to  Road  Ishud  as  earfv  ks 

nrss^rtottr^  '"''  ^^""^"'  "'^^-^  '^'  ^^^^"  l^ave  mucT  Lt 
nesse,  as  to  be  here  111  a  convenient  time  before  the  (ienerall  Asspm 

by;  and  after  that  we  may,  with  the  least  inconvenienc^^^^^^^ 
■the  Eastern  parts  to  determine  the  limits  of  thos    plte.ftT    m' 

rediest  way  to  dispatcli  that  w'-.  m.  can  doe       '     ''  "^^''  "^'  '''' 
It  IS  most  rationall  that  you  mav  be  bertpr  «,...,..,  r 
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^^H;h  J  verily  beleeve,  yet  pnidence  should  provide  for  tlie  worst,  by 
takins;  tlie  probablest  \\;\y.  Unless  you  come  yourself,  I  prny  you 
to  send  with  S''  Robert  Carr  all  those  pa])ers  that  may  be  used  by 
us:  the  copyes  of  the  patents  ^-^c. 

This  day  we  have  certain  newes  tliat  the  Indians  upon  Xantuc- 
(piet  Isle,  murdered  and  pillajjed  the  Saylers  belonging  to  a  bark 
^,cb  ^,.,g  jjy  storm  driven  upon  it ;  but  fearing  it  may  be  stale  newes 
before  this  may  come  to  your  hands;  going  with  so  great  uncertain- 
ties I  will  trouble  you  no  further  but  to  wish  you  all  prosperity  and 
rest,  sir 

Your  affectionate  servant 

GEORGE  CARTWRIGHT. 

Coll.  Nicolls. 


KING  CHARLES  II. 'S  ORDER  TO  SEIZE  ALL  DUTCH 

SHIPS. 


Charles  R. 

Trusty  and  wellbeloved.  Wee  greet  you  well.  Although  Wee  can- 
not doubt  but  that  upon  tlie  knowledge  you  have  of  tlie  many 
wrongs  and  injuryes  which  we  and  our  subjects  have  suffered  from 
those  of  the  United  Provinces  and  the  constant  evill  miLd  tliey 
have  born  to  the  wellfare  and  prosperity  of  our  plantations  abroad, 
you  have  been  soe  carefull  of  those  under  your  command  or  care, 
as  to  jmt  them  into  a  more  tlien  ordinary  posture  of  defence ;  yet 
because  the  indignities,  spoyles  and  affronts  they  have  done  us 
have  encreased  lately  to  such  a  height  as  leave  Us  (after  soe  many 
demands  and  frequent  instances  made  by  us  unto  the  States  Gener- 
all  for  satisfaction )  without  hope  of  other  redresse  or  reparacon 
then  what  wee  can  acquire  by  the  law  of  amies;  which  they  have 
soe  notoriously  begun  upon  us  on  the  coast  of  Guinny,  De  Ruither 
being  sent  thither  with  twelve  shipps  of  warreto  destroy  all  our  in- 
terest in  those  parts,  and  ( as  Wee  have  cause  to  suspect )  in  liis  re- 
turne  to  invade  all  our  shipping  bee  can  meet  with  and  assault  our 
Islands  and  Plantacons  in  New  England  and  all  other  our  Planta- 
cons  and  Colonies.  And  understanding  further  tliat  a  considerable 
number  of  i)rivate  men  of  Warre  are  now  preparing  in  Holland  to 
bee  sent  towards  our  s''  Plantacons,  to  seize  and  doe  all  tiie  violence 
they  can  there;  Wee  have  thought  fit,  out  of  our  princely  care  and 
regard  to  the  safety  of  tliat  and  those  other  places  soe  remote  from 
us,  to  require  you  to  use  all  possible  diligence  for  their  security,  by 
causing  forts  to  bee  built  in  all  necessary  places,  &  by  all  other 
means  which  you  shall  find  most  expedient;  and  because  some 
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skillful  persons  here  have  represented  to  us  the  necessity  of  mer 
chants  shipps  to  bee  haled  near  the  shoare  and  fasts  carried  to  the 
shoare  from  Avlience  forts  and  small  shot  mav  easily  defend  them 
and  likewise  tliat  all  such  shipps  which  shall  come  thence  bee  en' 
joyned  to  sayle  in  considerable  numbers  for  their  common  security 
and  that  then  and  even  during  their  stay  there  it  will  bee  fit  some 
of  the  most  experienced  Officers  have  authority  given  them  to  com- 
mand the  rest;  AVee  have  thought  fit  hereby  to  authorize  and  im- 
power  you  to  doe  therein  what  according  to  this  or  any  other 
emergencies  shall  appear  to  you  to  bee  most  for  the  safety  of  our 
Islands  and  navigacon  of  our  merchants.    Further,  that  in  other 
matters  relating  to  the  jurisdiccons  of  our  most  dear  brotlier  the 
Duke  of  Yorke  our  High  Admirall  &%  you  observe  such  orders  and 
direccons  as  you  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  him   whom 
Wee  have  commissionated  to  grant  letters  of  Marque  and  generall 
Repnzall  against  the  shipps  goods  and  subjects  of  the  States  of  the 
United  Provinces;  conformable  to  which  our  will  and  pleasure  is 
that  you  take  and  seize  the  shipps  vessells  and  goods  belon<Ting  to 
the  s-^  States  or  any  their  subjects  or  inhabitants  within  any  their 
territories,  and  to  bring  tlie  same  to  judgement  and  condemnacon 
according  to  the  course  of  the  Admiralty,  and  Laws  of  Nacons    And 
these  our  letters  that  you  communicate  to  all  ourForreigne  Planta 
cons  next  adjacent  to  you,  by  sending  copies  to  the  respective  Gov- 
ernours  thereof,  to  whom  wee  have  also  written  to  the  same  effect 
our  pleasure  being  that  with  all  care  and  applicacon  possible,  they 
arme  themselves  against  the  dangers  which  threaten  them  in  this 
conjuncture  from  such  an  enemy,  and  proceed  according  to  these  our 
direccons  and  such  as  they  shall  receive  from  our  s"  most  deare 
brother.    Assuring  them  and  all  our  loving  subjects  in  those  parts, 
that  Wee  shall  not  be  wanting  on  our  part  on  all  occasions  to  help 
and  succour  them  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  and  to  contribute  all 
possible  means  for  tlie  security  and  improvement  of  their  trade  and 
Comerce  in  all  our  Plantacons.  And  soe  wee  bid  vou  fareweH   Given 
at  our  Court  at  Whitehall  the  28'"  day  of  Jannarv  166i  in  the  16'" 
year  of  our  Reigne 

By  His  Ma"«^  Command 

(signed)  HENRY  BENNET 

To  our  trusty  and  wellbeloved  Coll.  Richard  Nicolls  &  the  rest  of 
the  Commissioners  for  visiting  our  Colony  of  New  England 
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THE  GOVERNORS  REYOCACOX  OF  TPIE  FORM  OF  GOV- 
ERN M'  OF  NEW  YORKE  UNDER  THE  STYLE  OF  BUR- 
GOMASTERS AND  SCHEPENS. 


By  vertue  of  his  ]S[a*'"  I^etters  Pattents  bearing  date  the  12*'-'  day 
of  March  in  the  16"'  Year  of  liis  Ma'*''  Reign  Granted  to  his  Royal 
Highness  James  Duke  of  Yorke  wherein  full  and  absolute  Power  is 
given  and  Granted  to  his  Royal  Highness  or  his  Deputys  to  Oonsti- 
tute  Appoint  Revoke  and  Discharge  all  Officers  both  Civill  and  Mil- 
litary,  as  also  to  Alter  and  Change  all  Names  and  Styles  Forms  or 
Ceremonies  of  Governm'  To  the  end  that  his  M""'  a.R()yal  Pleasure 
may  be  01)served,  And  for  the  more  orderly  Establishment  of  his 
Ma""*  Royal  Authority  as  near  as  may  be,  Agreealtle  to  the  Laws  and 
Customs  of  his  ISIa""  Realm  of  England,  Upon  mature  Deliberacon 
and  Advise,  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  Revoke  and  Discharge 
And  by  these  presents  in  his  Ma"'='  Name  do  Revoke  and  discharge 
the  Form  and  Ceremony  of  Governm  of  this  his  Ma''*""  Town  of  New 
Yorke,  under  the  name  or  names  Style  or  Styles  of  Scout  Burgo- 
masters and  (Jliei)ens.  As  also  that  for  the  future  Administracon 
of  Justice  by  the  Laws  Establisht  in  these  the  Territorys  of  his  Royal 
Higlmess  wherein  the  Welfare  of  all  the  Inhabitants  and  the  Preser- 
vation of  all  their  due'Rights  and  Priviledges  Granted  by  the  Arti- 
cles of  this  Town  ui)on  Surrender  under  his  Ma"-'  Obediences  are  con- 
cluded. I  do  further  declare  that  by  a  jtarticular  Comission  such 
Persons  shall  be  Authorized  to  put  the  Laws  in  Execucon  in  whose 
Abilities  Prudence  and  good  Affection  to  his  Ma"'^' Senice  and  the 
Peace  and  ha])piness  of  this  Governm  I  have  especial  reason  to  put 
Confidence,  which  Persons  so  Constituted  and  Appointed,  shall  be 
known  and  called  by  the  Name  and  Style  of  Mayor  Aldermen  and 
Sheriffe  according  to  the  Custom  of  England  in  other  his  Ma"*^'Cor- 
poracons.  Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  at  Fort  James  in  New 
Yorke  this  19   dav  of  June  1665. 

RICHARD  NICOLLS. 


COLONEL    NICOLLS   TO  THE    SECRETARY  OF   STATE. 


JsEAv  Yorke  July  the  31' — 65 

Right  Hon ''''':  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  give  y  L''i'  the  least  cause 

of  offence  for  any  neglect  of  mine  ;  I  could  not  foresee  nor  prevent 

thelosse  of  my  letters  in  the  Elias.    The  Martin  carried  the  full 

accounts  to  my  Lord  Chancellour  and  j\P  Coventry  of  all  matters 
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contained  in  mine  to  yo^  L^'^  except  onely  those  inclosed  papers  the 
on^nialls  whereof  were  then  remitted  to  y^  Lp  wherein ^Lp'wm 

n"uL^I  Iwir;-'  ''''\'''  '"^^"^^^  ^'  "'^  suninder:"! 
?hS  n  n  o  T  \T''f-"^^'  "^  ''^^  '^''^^^■'  ^"^  the  conclusion 
theieot  managed  by  the  Commissioners  ai^pointed  The  reason 
Why  those  of  Boston  and  Conecticot  were  "o  n'd  in  he  t  eaty  was 
because  those  two  Colonies  should  hold  tlL^selves     L  To/er 

Sru'trlnd^ffuf  "'r.  ""'''''  'r'  '^^"^  °^-  -"fi^-tTf"h^ 
se  S  T  .         ?  "  ^^••'^l"^^^"^^  I  comitted  an  errour  in  con- 

sentms,  I  hope  it  is  very  pardonable.     Since  the  Guyney  fre-att  I 

veyances  of  letters,  first  from  hence  to  Virginia  or  Boston  and 

n^"t"  Th-f ""'  'T''  '''''  ^"-"^"^^'  ^'--^  -«  --^^  ^^'-o"" 
e  In  J       '"r  "'  v'  ''""''  'Adventure,  for  we  have  had  no  ship  or 

vhi/.T  .;  ;^''    ''^  '^''''"•'  °"^  ^^  ^""^^^^d'  «i"^e  the  surrender 
^M^ch  hath  brought  the  souldiers  and  planters  into  verv  great  ™ts' 
of  meane  necessaries:  though  I  will  still  have  hopes  that  a    lace  o 
^.isimporance  will  fall  into  due  consideration  with  His  Ma'and 

Hi.  ArV.e  ^''^'  .  ''^  '^''^'  '^'  '"J'l^^*"'  ^'"1  be  accompanied  with 
His  Ma-  commands  also  relating  to  Delaware  :  'tis  pitty  that  place 
should  be  neglected,  for  the  trade  will  be  quite  lost,  and  al  the 
Phtnters  upon  the  River  goe  naked  if  not  supplyed.    At^ese  t  a^ 

^l^Zr^^  r'^^^"^"^^  ^°^-  ^  footCoi^pany  are^sl^'u^on 
rny  accompt ,  Sii  R.  Carr  Avas  persuaded  in  the  beginning  of  Feb- 

fw'  ™^^  thence,  and  hath  ever  since  followed  His  Ma-. 
Comission  whereof,  and  of  the  whole  transactions  in  the  Colonies 
an  accompt  is  sent  to  y^  L""  by  Coll  Cartwrio-hf  wi,  t  ^"^^^les 
be  now  ■,(-  CO..      T  .  ,  '-aitw light, \\  ho  I  suppose  may 

of  hisAH-  tn  r^  '?'"/^"^8-  to  His  Ma-  comand  sent  a  copy 
ot  Jus  Ma'- letter  to  each  Colony;  thev  have  much  lesse  cause  to 
apprehend  De  Ruyter  than  the  privateeVs,  and  this  place  dotrnot 
apprehend  either  or  both  ;  for  we  have  no  ships  to  bose  no  goods 
to  plunder  but  a  ragged  sort  of  a  fort  put  into  the  best  poire  o 
tTZZT^'^  T"  '"^'  "^'^  ^^""^^^'  -°  --^t  of  ammun  tion 
Kje^^t'bSt  wiJh  tLl^c^n^nr^^^^^  ^^  ^"^""^--  ^^^^-^ 
Tins  Deinj;  tlie  present  state  ot  our  condition,  give  me  leave  now 

M.-SlaSw  !'>%'»■'=",  "-■''«•  ""-■■  whid,  report  slyeH 
■M.i    liatli  lately  conferred;  no  servant  y  Lf  liath  in  tlie  worlrt  ca„ 
more  truly  rejoyce  at  any  promotion  which  can  tet.UI  yon  than 
^ly  Lord 
y  L^*"  most  obedient 

and  ever  aff'--  servant 
^.,  -r       ,  1'^-  NICOLLS. 

1^  L-  of  the  20-  of  Jan.  came  to  my  hands  the  -"  of  June  •  'twas 

To"  of  ■  j"iy^'^^^^- ""'''''''  ^'-^  -'^^  ^-^"^i=^'  but  is  here  arriJ^^: 
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LIBERTY  GRANTED  TO  M^  JACOB  VIS  TO  DISPOSE  OF 
HIS  HOUSE  IN  DELAWARE  BAY. 


Upok  tlie  Request  of  M'  Jacob  Yi.s  an  Inhabitant  of  this  phice 
that  he  may  have  liberty  to  Sell  a  certain  House  and  Garden  Ground 
lying  and  being  at  or  near  Newcastle  in  Delaware  Bay  of  w^"  he  is 
now  in  possession  as  being  his  proper  &  real  Estate  :  I  do  hereby 
Give  and  Grant  leave  unto  the  said  Jacob  Vis  to  Sell  or  otlierwise 
dispose  of  his  said  House  Garden  Ground  and  Appurtences,  as  he 
shall  think  fit  to  any  Person  living  witl)in  this  Governm'.  Given 
under  my  hand  at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke  this  o"*  day  of  July 
1665 : 

RICIP  NICOLLS. 


LIBERTY  GRANTED  TO  M'  PETER  ALRICKS  TO  TRADE 
AT  HOARE  KILLS. 


These  are  to  Certifye  that  upon  the  request  of  M'  Peter  Alricks 
I  have  Granted  unto  him,  free  leave,  and  liberty  to  Trade  or 
Trahcke,  eitlier  by  liimself  or  his  Deputy  w"  the  Indians  or  any 
others  in  and  about  Hoare  Kills,  in  Delaware  Bay  for  Skins  Peltry 
or  what  other  Comodities  those  parts  shall  afford.  Tlie  said  Peter 
Alricks  or  his  Deputy  makmg  due  Entry  with  the  Officers  at  Dela- 
ware of  the  quantity  or  quality  of  such  Skins  Peltry  or  other  Co- 
modities lie  shall  Trade  for  ;  And  all  Persons  are  hereby  required 
to  forbear  the  giving  him  or  his  Deputy  any  unlawful  hindrance  or 
molestation  herein.  Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  at  Fort  James 
in  New  Yorke  tliis  11'"  day  of  November  1665. 

RICHARD  NICOLLS. 
To  all  Officers  both  Millitary  &  Civill  And  whom  also  this  may 

concerue. 


A  PASSE  GRANTED  TO  M'  PETER  ALRICKS  TO  GO  TO 
DELAWARE  AND  MARYLAND. 


These  are  to  require,  that  you  permit  and  Suffer  the  Bearer 
hereof  ^V  Peter  Alricks  (an  Inhabitant  of  this  Town)  to  Pass  from 
hence  to  Delaware  with  his  Servant  and  Six  Horses,  that  is  to  say, 
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Two  Mares,  Two  Colts,  one  Stoned  Horse,  and  his  own  Riding 
Nagg,  and  also  to  Transport  himself  and  Servant  with  them  or  any 
of  them  from  thence  into  Maryland  and  so  to  return  about  his  occa- 
sions witiiout  any  Lott  hindrance  or  Molestacon  w''soever.  Given 
under  my  hand  and  Seal  at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke  this  11'"  dav 

of  Xov^'  16G5. 

RICHARD  NICOLLS. 


SOME  PRIYILEDGES  GRANTED  TO  DELAWARE  TO 
PROMOTE  TRADE. 


Having  taken  into  Serious  Consideration  the  Necessity  of  Grant- 
ing some  Temporary  Priviledge  for  the  Encouragement  of  Trade  be 
tween  this  Port  and  De  la  Ware  River  And  Wliereas  the  Tenths  of  all 
sorts  of  Goods  Liquors  Peltry  &c  by  former  Practice  and  Order  have 
been  Collected  and  pay'd  in  or  at  theaforsai'^  Port  and  River  Now 
Know  All  Men  by  these  presents  that  from  and  after  the  date  hereof 
(untill  contrary  order  shall  be  i)ublisht)  no  sort  of  (ioods  Liquors  or 
Peltry  shall  be  liable  to  Pay  any  Custom  either  in  this  Port  or  in  Del- 
aware River.  Provided  always  that  due  Entry  and  Certiticate  be  made 
and  given  of  all  such  Goods  Liquors  or  Peltry,  which  from  time  to 
time  sliall  be  Transported  to  or  from  this  Port  and  Delaware  River. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  the  20">  day  of  March  16G':  In  Fort 
James  at  New  Yorke. 

R :  NICOLLS. 

To  the  Collector  &  Receiv^  Gen^"  of  y  ■  Customs  at  New  Yorke. 
Another  was  Sent  to  Delaware. 


COLONEL  NICOLLS  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  YORK. 


[Fragment.]  I  must  now  descend  to  the  particular  occasion  of 
giving  Yon  R'  H»  this  trouble,  wlierein  My  L^  Berkely  and  S^  G. 
Carterett  are  concern 'd,  who,  (I  know  also)  will  be  so  just  to  mee 
as  to  have  mee  excus'd  for  manifesting  cleerly  my  knowledge  to 
Your  R'  H^  About  10  daies  past  Cap :  Bollen  shews  mee  a  letter 
from  my  L''  Berkeley  and  S^  G.  Carterett  and  therewith  a  grant 
from  Your  R'  IP  to  them  for  all  the  lands  to  the  West  of  the  Hud- 
sons  River  as  more  fully  may  appeare  in  the  said  graunt,  wherein 
is  comprehended  all  the  improoveable  part  of  Your  R'  H^  his  Pattent 
and  capable  to  receive  twenty  times  more  people  than  Long  Island 
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and  all  the  remaining  Tracts  in  Your  R'  H"  his  patent  in  respect 
not  onely  to  tlie  quantity  of  tlie  Land  but  to  the  sea  Coast  and 
Delaware  River  tlie  fertility  of  the  soyle  the  neighbourhood  to 
Iludsons  River,  and  lastly  the  faire  hopes  of  Rich  mines,  to  the 
utter  discouragement  of  any  that  shall  desire  to  live  under  Your 
R'  11^  his  lu'otection.  In  short,  I  hold  myself  obliged  to  give  Your 
R'  IP  this  account  ui)on  certaine  knowledge  having  exactly  con- 
sidered and  preferred  tlie  advance  of  Your  R'  IP  his  reputation  and 
interest  in  those  parts  above  all  considerations  or  obligations  what- 
soever, and  for  my  boldnesse  I  can  at  last  but  begg  pardon.  Neither 
can  I  suppose  that  My  Lord  Berkeley  or  Sir  G.  Carterett  know  how 
prejudiciall  such  a  graunt  would  i)rove  to  Your  R'  H%  but  1  must 
charge  it  upon  Cap'  Scott  who  was  borne  to  worke  mischeife  as 
farre  as  hee  is  credited  or  his  parts  serve  him.  This  Scot  (it  seems) 
aim'd  at  the  same  patent  which  Your  R'  H*  hath,  and  hath  since 
given  words  out  that  hee  had  injury  done  him  by  Your  R.  H'. 
whereupon  he  contriv'd  and  betrayed  my  L''  Berkeley  and  Sir  G. 
Carterett  into  a  designe  (contrary  to  their  knowledge)  of  ruining 
all  the  hopes  of  increase  in  this  Your  R.  H'  his  territory,  Avhich  hee 
hath  fully  com]jleated,  unless  YourR'  H'  take  farther  order  herein. 
Upon  tliis  tract  of  land  several  new  purchases  are  made  from  the 
Indians  since  my  coming,  and  three  Townes  beginning;  I  gave  it 
the  name  of  Albania,  lying  to  the  west  of  Hudsons  River,  and  to 
long  Island  the  name  of  Yorkesh'  as  to  this  place,  the  name  of  X. 
Yorke  ti>  com])rehend  all  the  titles  of  Your  R'  IP.  Farre  be  it 
from  mee  to  aggravate  any  thing  beyond  the  bounds  of  a  faithfull 
servant,  for  when  it  may  conduce  most  to  Your  R.  II.  his  service, 
I  shall  as  freely  surrender  up  all  i)arts  to  Your  R.  IP  his  pleasure 
as  it  becomes  me  to  doe.  I  presume  farther  to  propose  a  better  and 
a  more  entire  tract  of  Land  worthy  of  great  consideration  to  My 
1/  Berkeley  and  Sir  G.  Carterett,  which  is  that  part  of  Delaware 
River,  which  is  reduct  from  the  Dutch,  if  it  is  not  already  disposd, 
if  soe  than  that  my  L''  B.  &  S''  G.  C.  may  have  a  hundred  thousand 
acres  all  along  the  sea  coast,  which  is  a  most  noble  Tract  of  land, 
but  it  will  cost  them  20000"'  before  it  will  yield  a  i)enny,  and  their 
childrens  children  may  reap  the  in'otitt,  great  have  beene  the  abuses 
of  false  reports,  whereof  I  am  now  fully  satisfied,  and  yet  I  hope  to 
render  a  satisfactory  account  to  Your  R.  H**  byword  of  moutii, 
when  it  shall  please  Your  R.  H'  to  give  mee  Liberty,  and  that  your 
affaires  heere  are  ujwn  such  a  foundation  as  will  not  be  shaken  by 
my  absence,  for  the  present  so  it  is  that  every  short  removall  of 
mine  i)roduces  ill  Effects,  and  in  plaine  words  the  Towne  &  Coun- 
try cry  out  they  will  leave  their  dwellings  if  they  can  not  stay  mee 
from  going  to  Boston,  such  ai'e  their  ai>i)reheiisions  of  a  Dutch  in- 
vasion. 
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COLONEL  NICOLLS  TO  LOED  ARLINGTON. 


April  the  9"'  [16GG.]  New  Yorke. 
My  Lor>D  :  After  a  Ions  exi)ectation  of  His  Ma'''"  further  direc- 
tions toAvards  the  settlement  of  Delaware  River  for  wliich  1  heare 
not  of  any  ]iatent  yet  graunted,  till  w''"'  time  it  nmst  and  hath  re- 
mained under  my  care  and  to  my  great  charge  witli  all  the  incon- 
veniences wliich  usually  attend  on  the  want  of  necessaryes  to 
soiildjers  &  the  little  probability  of  paying  tlie  arrears  to  all  the 
poore  otiicers  and  souldy"  in  tliis  expedition,  after  the  full  per- 
formance of  the  worke  to  wliich  tliey  were  imployed,  unlesse  His 
Ma'"'  will  most  gratiously  loolce  up  [on]  us  as  men  devoted  to  act  & 
suffier  wliatever  is  possible  for  his  service,  in  whicli  wee  have  now 
spent  two  full  yeares.  This  exi)resse  will  come  to  your  Lo'"  hands 
by  M"^  Stocke,  to  whom,  as  recomended  first  by  your  selfe,  1  gave  a 
colours,  &  next  for  his  owne  meiitts  I  have  made  him  Comissary,  in 
both  which  capacityes  hee  hath  served  His  Ma'"'  faithfully  &  pru- 
dently ;  to  whose  report  1  may  referre  your  Lo''  and  shorten  my 
discorse  of  the  scituation  &  interest  of  that  River,  well  knowing 
that  my  Lord  Baltimore  can  never  make  good  his  i)retences  within 
twenty  miles  of  any  i)art  of  the  River  by  the  lines  mentioned  in  his 
patent ;  and  that  His  Lo"  may  not  mislead  His  Ma""^  with  many  and 
faire  wordes,  I  take  the  boldnesse  to  offer  that  in  all  patents  where 
the  variation  of  the  comjiasse  in  point  of  latitude  is  not  expres't,  a 
reall  and  strict  difference  may  bee  justly  argued  and  proov'd  to  the 
valuation  of  a  degree  ct.  a  halfe  in  these  parts  from  England.  My 
Lord  it  hath  pleased  His  RoyallHighnesse  to  grant  by  indenture  to 
my  Lord  Berkeley  and  S"'  George  Carteret  (amongst  other  tracts  of 
inevitable  i)rejudice  to  this  Colony)  all  the  East  side  of  Delaware 
River.  My  humble  conception  &  certaine  knowledge  directs  me  to 
informe  Yo""  liO''  that  by  the  unskillfullnesse  of  the  informers  the 
West  side  of  Delaware  River  now  seated  with  Sweeds,  Finns,  and 
Dutch,  is  so  crush 'd  between  the  Lord  Baltimore's  Patent  on  y 
West  side,  and  the  Lord  Berkeley's  indenture  on  the  East,  that  the 
liresent  inhabitants  cannot  possibly  subsist  in  so  narrow  a  compasse. 
In  discharge  of  my  duty  to  His  Ma''*  I  cannot  but  informe  Yo""  Lo' 
that  if  some  course  bee  not  taken  to  rectify  these  great  mistakes, 
New  Yorke,  Delaware  and  tlie  Lord  Berkeley's  interest  will  destroy 
each  other;  but  if  His  Ma'"'  &  His  Royall  Highnesse  shall  thinke 
fitt  to  graunt  to  the  Lord  Berkeley  hi'  George  Carteret  and  their 
associates  all  that  ti'act  of  land  to  the  West  side  and  East  side  of 
Delaware  River  wliich  was  recovered  to  His  Ma'"''  dominions  from 
the  liands  of  the  Burgemasters  of  Amsterdam,  which  was  twenty 
miles  distance  from  each  side  of  the  River,  I  make  no  doubt  but 
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tluit  all  interests  will  bee  fully  preserved,  and  botli  planters  and 
trade  Hourisli  in  tliat  &  tliis  Colony. 

My  Lord  as  to  the  generall  interest  of  this  His  Royall  Highnesse 
his  Colony,  I  have  wrote  to  His  Royall  Highnesse,  my  Lord  Chan- 
cello""  and  M""  Coventry,  yet  in  regard  the  inhabitants  (at  least  three 
parts  of  foure)  being  Dutch,  (though  now  His  Ma"'*  subjects  as  na- 
tive English)  have  beene  seated  here  divers  yeares  as  a  factory,  and 
their  estates  as  well  as  relations  interwoven  witli  their  correspond- 
ents and  friends  in  Holland,  unlesse  His  Ma'"  pleaseth  to  graunt 
tliem  some  extraordinary  infranchisement,  tlie  sudden  interruption 
of  their  factory  w""  Holland  will  absolutely  destroy  all  the  i)resent 
inhabitants,  who  (setting  aside  the  innate  love  to  their  country  in 
this  time  of  warre  after  so  sudden  a  cliange)  will  proove  better  sub- 
jects then  wee  have  found  in  some  of  tlie  other  Colonyes,  and  with 
a  moderate  permission  both  for  time  and  trade,  will  support  this 
govei"nment  better  than  can  be  reasonably  expected  from  new  comers 
of  0""  owne  nation,  wlio  at  first  (as  we  find  by  experience)  are  blowne 
up  with  large  designes,  but  not  knowing  the  knacke  of  trading  here 
to  differ  from  most  other  places,  tliey  meet  with  discouragements 
and  stay  not  to  become  wiser.  My  Lord  by  these  enclosed  papers 
the  copyes  of  our  transactions  at  Boston,  the  originalls  whereof 
were  sent  and  taken  with  Colonell  George  Cartwright,  His  Ma"" 
will  read  tlie  sophistry  of  tlie  ^Massachusetts,  untill  such  time  as  wee 
did  presse  them  to  a  ])Ositive  obedience,  and  then  they  do  uimiaske 
themselves.  Wee  did  ])arcell  out  His  Ma'"^^"  instructions  to  gaine 
one  point  after  anotlier  from  them,  &  did  deliver  tlieni  in  writing, 
with  a  promise  from  them  to  cause  the  whole  to  be  i)rinte(l  for  the 
information  of  the  people  ;  but  they  neither  have  or  will  })ublish 
any  parts  of  the  whole,  except  their  furious  Proclamation.  They  & 
all  the  other  Colonies  are  at  a  stand  to  see  what  reproofe  His  Ma"''' 
will  send  over,forwe  heare  that  Colonell  Cartwright  wasjiut  ashore 
in  Spaine  and  I  hojie  hath  beene  so  happy  as  to  give  His  Ma""-'  a 
particular  verball  account,  for  hee  is  well  able  to  make  an  exact 
relation,  Sir  Robert  Can-  is  now  here  and  transmitts  divers  other 
papers,  of  later  transactions,  to  Yo""  Lo''.  M""  Mavericke  is  still  at 
Boston  with  some  few  of  his  old  friends.  Though  Sir  Robert  Carr 
for  private  ends  did  not  answer  the  just  expectation  from  him,  yet 
hee  hath  upon  better  consideration  serv'd  His  Ma""-'*  in  following  his 
comission  ever  since  to  tlie  best  of  his  skill  and  faculties  :  whereof 
Colonell  Cartwright  hath  had  experience. 

I  dare  not  presume  to  find  out  a  way  to  bringe  downe  the  pride  of 
the  Massachusetts,  because  the  matter  is  long  since  before  His  Ma"" 
yet  to  mee  it  is  evident  tliat  the  scituation  of  this  place  (with  the 
j)remises  thereunto  relating  considered)  will  withdraw  in  sliort  time 
most  of  their  trade  hitiier,  where  I  have  begun  to  sett  uj)  a  schoole 
of  better  religion  &  obedience  to  God  &  the  King,  from  which  small 
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beginnings  a  reformation  may  proceed,  if  it  shall  please  God  to 
blesse  my  endeavo''\ 

My  Lord  I  must  heartily  begg  yo^  fav,,^  that  a  speedy  considera- 
tion bee  taken  of  tlie  necessityes  both  of  the  sould^  and  countrey. 
For  myselfe  I  am  utterly  ruin'd  in  my  small  estate  and  creditt,  & 
which  IS  worse,  without  very  great  supplyes  I  shall  not  bee  able  to 
secure  or  make  an  honest  defence  of  His  Ma'-  interest,  should  wee 
bee  attack  t  by  a  forain  force.  In  which  case  I  tookeso  much  tryall 
the  last  yeare,  of  our  neighbo^^  of  Conecticott,  that  I  cannot  depend 
upon  any  better  hands  tiian  those  few  which  I  brought  with  mee 
who  are  also  dispers't  into  foure  garrisons,  the  nearest  is  a  hundred 
miles  distant  from  the  center,  the  second  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
the  furthest  two  hundred  &  fifty  miles.  My  ignorance  made  mee 
bold  to  undertake  so  great  a  charge,  which  will  become  a  much 
wiser  man  and  of  a  more  plentifull  fortune.  To  this  discourse  I 
shall  onely  adde  that  the  Comissioners  have  neither  money  nor 
creditt  left  to  follow  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  from  j.lace  to  place 
but  now  ride  at  anchor  till  the  storme  of  their  necessities  is  blowne 
over  by  His  Ma""  favourable  supply. 

My  Lord  I  heare  that  the  Privateers  of  Jamaica  have  taken  sev- 
erall  islands  from  the  Dutch,  which  are  open  and  not  defensible 
places,  and  afforded  them  good  store  of  booty,  but  they  have  left  a 
piece  of  service  of  the  greatest  consequence  and  difiicultv,  ^yhich  is 
Curazaw.  and  if  His  Ma'-  should  not  cause  that  place  to'bee  taken, 
the  thorne  will  bee  still  left  in  the  foot  of  all  those  Leward  Islands 
which  may,  by  His  Ma'-  positive  order  either  to  my  Lord  Wil- 
loughby  or  the  Governo'-  of  Jamaica,  be  remoov'd.  To  that  Island 
all  the  negroes  from  Guinny  are  brought,  and  sold  to  the  Genoveses 
who  are  facto-  for  the  Spanish  Merchants.  Were  y^'  Dutch  driven 
from  thence,  their  trade  in  Guinny  would  not  bee'halfe  so  consid- 
erable as  It  IS,  and  the  Spanyards  would  soone  court  the  Royall  Com- 
pany with  pieces  of  Eight. 

I  hope  Yo^  Lo^'  will  give  a  favourable  interpretation  to  my  good 
meaning  for  the  informations  of  some  may  bee  byassed  w'"  private 
interest ;  mine  are  merely  to  serve  His  i^Ia"%  wherein  the  perform- 
ance  of  my  duty  will  excuse  my  Ave.aknesse  :  all  w^"  is  long  knowne 
to  1:  o^  LoP  however  you  have  beene  pleas'd  to  place  me  in  a  quality 
(wherein  I  shall  endeavour  to  remaine)  of  being 
My  Lord 

Yo--  Lop^  most  humble  and  most  faitiifull  servant. 

rr    ,x     T     .  *   ,.  R.  NICJLLS. 

To  the  Lord  Arhngton. 


PAPERS  EELATI^^G  TO  THE 


COLONEL  NICOLLS  TO  LORD  ARLINGTON. 


FouT  James  in  New  York  the  10th  day  of  April  1666 
Right  Hox''"  :  In  consideracon  of  the  good  service  done  by  Sir 
Rob'  Carr,  Capt.  John  Carr,  and  Ensigne  Arthur  Stock  in  reducing 
Deleware  from  the  Dutch  to  His  Ma"^' obedience,  the  Commission''' 
did  tliinke  it  reasonable  (as  far  as  in  them  lay)  to  conferre  on  them 
tlie  houses  and  lands  belonging  to  the  Dutch  principall  Officers.  I 
do  therefore  recommend  unto  you,  by  M'  Stock,  that  you  would 
please  procure  unto  them  a  graunt  and  contirmacon  of  tlie  severall 
plantacons  and  lands  heretofore  in  y-'  possession  of  those  officers,  that 
is  to  say,  the  Governour  Inniosa's  Island  to  S"^  Robert  Carr,  the 
Scout's  House  and  land  to  Capt.  Carr,  and  the  Dutch  Ensignes  Pe- 
ter Aldricks  land  to  ISI  Stock ;  of  w^*"  they  have  had  possession  ever 
since  the  taking  of  the  place.  As  to  particulars  I  referr  you  to  him 
for  farther  information,  and  remaine 
Right  Hon'-' 

Your  most  humble  Servant 

RICHARD  NICOLLS. 
To  the  Lord  Arlington. 


RESOLUTIONS  AND  DIRECTIONS  EOR  THE   SETTLEM' 
OF  THE  GOVERNM'  IN  DELAWARE. 


That  it  is  necessary  to  hould  up  the  Name  and  Countenance  of  a 
Garrison  in  Delaware  w"'  Twenty  Men  and  one  Comission  Officer. 

That  tlie  Comission  Officer  shall  undertake  to  provide  all  sorts  of 
Provissions  for  the  whole  Garrison  at  the  rate  of  5*^  V  Day  viz' 
wholesome  Bread  Beare  Pork  Pease  or  Beef  that  no  just  Complauit 
be  made  of  either. 

Tliat  t^ie  Souldiers  (so  farr  as  conveniently  they  may)  be  Lodged 
in  the  Forte  &  keep  y''  Stockadoes  up  in  defence. 

That  tlie  Civill  Governm'  in  the  respective  Plantations  be  con- 
tinued till  further  order. 

Tliat  to  i)revent  all  Abuses  or  Opposicons  in  Civill  Magistrates  so 
often  as  Complaint  is  made  the  Comission  Officer  Cap  Cane  shall 
call  the  Scout  w'"  Hans  Block,  Israel  Holme  Peter  Ranibo  Peter 
Cock  Peter  Aldrick  or  any  two  of  tliem  as  Councellors  to  Advise 
hear  and  determyn  by  the  major  Vote  what  is  just  Equitable  & 
Necessary  in  y''  case  or  cases  in  question. 
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That  the  sarne  Psoas  also  or  any  two  or  more  of  tliem  be  called  to 
Advise  and  Direct  what  is  best  to  be  done  m  all  cases  of  difficulty 
w-  may  arise  from  the  Lidians.  and  to  give  their  Councill  &  Ord^- 
for  the  Arming  of  the  several  Plantacons  and  Planters  who  must 
obey  &  Attend  their  bumons  upon  such  Occasion 

That  Two  Thirds  at  least  of  the  Souldiers  remavn  constantly  in 
or  about  New  Castle  at  all  howres. 

That  the  Fynes  for  Premmires  &  Light  Offences  be  executed  w'" 
moderacon.  though  it  is  also  necessary  that  ill  Men  be  punished  in 
exemjjlary  maner. 

ri^-K^l^^'l^.T'"'''''  ^^'''  ^''^'  ^'"^  "^  "^e  Determinacon  of  the 
Chief  Civill  Affairs  whereuiito  the  Temporary  foremenconed  Coun- 
cellors  are  ordained  shall  have  a  Casting  Voice  where  votes  are 
-bquali. 

That  the  New  Appointed  Councellors  are  to  take  the  Oatli  to  his 
Koyal  Highness. 

That  the  Laws  of  the  Governm'  Establisht  by  his  Roval  Highness 
be  Showed  and  frequently  Comunicated  to  the  said  Councellors  and 
all  others,  To  the  end  that  being  therewith  Acquainted,  the  prac- 
tice of  them  may  also  in  convenient  time  be  Established  w^'^  con- 
duceth  to  the  Publique  Welfare  and  Comon  Justice 

That  no  Offensive  Warr  be  made  against  anv  Indians  before  you 
receive  direccons  from  the  Governor  for  vour  so  doin- 

Tliat  in  all  matters  of  Difficulty  &  Importance  vou  must  have  re- 
course by  way  of  Appeale  to  tlie  Governour  and"  Councill  at  New 
lorke. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  the  '^P'  of 
April  1668.  "      "^ 


A  LETTER  SENT  UNTO  CAP'  CARR  FROM  THE 
GOVERN'  AND  CO"  LOVELACE. 


Fort  James  the  8">  June  1668. 

•  ^tT  ^^^^  •  ^^"'""^  ^^'^  ^""^^  *^^  y^"  by  ^l^e  Swedes  Ensign  concern- 
ing the  Manta^  Inydans  who  committed  the  late  Murther  upon  the 
Serv-  of  Mr.  Tomm  &  Peter  Aldrick's,  here  is  come  Peter  Rambo 
who  informs  us  that  tlie  Indians  in  those  parts  have  desired  that 
there  shou  d  be  an  absolute  prohibicon  upon  the  whole  river  of  Sell- 
ing Strong  Liquors  to  the  Indyans  You  are  therefore  by  these 
preseiits  Authorized  to  Convene  as  many  of  those  persons  who  are 
.loined  w'"  you  in  Comission  for  the  Management  of  the  Civill 
Affaires  and  with  their  Advice  to  give  all  necessary  Rules  and 
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Orders  for  the  good  Govenimen'  both  of  Christians  and  Indians 
And  because  both  those  Murth'  and  the  restraining  of  the  Indians 
from  Li(iviors  -will  fall  into  Deliberation  what  you  shall  ui)on  dis- 
course ■\v"'  tlie  Indians  Conclude  to  be  the  best  for  those  Plantacons 
must  be  remitted  hither  and  shall  be  Confirmed  as  if  we  had  been 
present  at  the  transaccon.    Your  Loving  Friend 

R:  NICOLLS. 

FRAN:  LOVELACE. 


A  CERTIFICATE  CONCERNING  PETER  ALRICK'S 

NEGROES  TAKEN  AT  DELAWARE  AND 

RESTORED. 


These  are  to  Certify  all  whom  it  may  concern  That  at  the  Taking 
of  the  Fort  and  Towne  at  Delaware  from  the  Dutch  &  reducing  of 
those  parts  under  his  Ma''"'  Obedience  all  the  Goods  &  Servants 
taken  or  Seized  upon  in  the  said  Fort  or  Towne  belonging  to  the 
City  of  Amsterdam  or  tiieir  Officers  were  confiscated  &  made  Free 
Plunder  and  so  disposed  of  accordingly  and  there  being  several 
Negroes  taken  away  from  Peter  Alricks  who  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Ensign  Arthur  Stock,  he  the  said  Artliur  Stock  did  afterwards 
freely  restore  and  bestow  to  tlie  number  of  Eleven  Negroes  upon 
tiie  said  Peter  Alricks  as  a  Guift  w"^'  was  Allowed  and  Approved  of 
by  me. 

In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  at  Fort 
James  in  New  Yorke  on  Manhatans  Island  in  America,  this  Seav- 
enth  day  of  July  166S. 


Mr.  TOM'S  DISCHARGE. 


Whereas  M'  Wm  Tom  came  over  w""  me  into  these  parts  in  his 
Ma'"''  Service  &  hath  ever  since  been  in  office  and  for  two  years  last 
past  Comissary  at  Delaware  in  w^"  employm'hehath  demeaned  him- 
self Civilly  &  as  became  hmi  in  the  Trust  comitted  to  his  Charge 
and  having  desired  a  Discharge  from  his  Service  These  are  to  Cer- 
tify all  whom  it  may  concern  That  I  do  hereby  Discharge  the  said 
Wm  Tom  from  his  employm'  he  having  Liberty  to  Transport  liim- 
self  into  England  or  elsewhere  or  to  remain  in  this  Country  at  his 
pleasure  Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke  the 
27">  of  August  1668. 
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AN  ORDER   FOR  PAYM'  TO  BE   MADE  OUT  OF  S^  ROB' 

CxUlR'S  ESTATE  AT  DELAWARE  FOR  A  MARE 

REC^  OF  PETER  ALRICKS  THERE. 


Whereas  I  am  given  to  understand  that  S'  Rob'  Carr  did  some- 
time since  receive  a  mare  at  Delaware  from  Peter  Alricks  w''  said 
mare  belonged  to  Sam'  Edsall  to  wliom  tiie  s*^  S'^  Roljert  promised  to 
make  satisfaction  in  this  place  since  Peter  Alricks  and  he  cou'd  not 
there  Agree  about  the  price  but  she  having  been  no  way  paid  for  as 
I  am  credibly  informed  W"^  likewise  hath  been  represented  to  the 
late  Governor  Coll.  Nicolls.  These  are  therefore  to  Autliorize  and 
empower  you  av"'  the  Magistrates  in  Comission  at  De  la  Ware  to 
make  enquiry  of  the  Value  of  the  said  Mare  and  y '  you  cause  tlie 
same  to  be  paid  to  the  s''  Samuel  Edsall  or  his  Assigns  out  of  the 
Estate  in  your  parts  belonging  to  the  said  S'  Robert  Carr  or  so 
much  towards  it  as  can  be  found  if  it  come  shorte.  And  for  so  do- 
ing hereof  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warr'.  Given  under  my  hand 
and  seal  at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke  this  IT""  day  of  November 
1668. 

To  Cap'  John  Carr  at  New  Castle  upon  Delaware. 


AN    ORDER    FOR    THE    SURRENDERING    UP    OF 
MATINICOM  ISLAND  TO  PETER  ALRICKS. 


Whereas  I  have  made  an  agreem'  w">  Peter  Alricks  concerning 
the  Island  of  Matinicomals  Carr's  Island  in  Delaware  ryver  &  aU  the 
Stock  Goods  and  other  materials  tliereupon  heretofore  in  your  Care 
and  Custody  :  These  are  to  require  you  imediately  to  make  a  Sur- 
:Leuder  of  the  said  Island  to  the  said  Peter  Alricks  or  his  Assigns 
and  also  that  you  do  Deliver  up  unto  him  all  the  Stock  and  Goods 
thereupon  &  belonging  thereunto  or  whatsoever  else  was  delivered 
to  you  there  by  S'  Rob'  Carr,  of  wh"'  you  are  by  the  first  opportunity 
to  return  me  a  true  Inventory  &  Account  and  for  so  doing  this 
shall  be  your  warrant  Given  under  ray  hand  at  Fort  James  in  New- 
York  this  15'»'  dav  of  December  1668. 
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A  COXFIMATION  GRANTED  TO  BERNARD  EKEN  FOR 
A  HOUSE  &  GARDEN  IN  DELAWARE. 


Francis  Loa'elace.  Esq""  &c. : 

Whereas  there  is  certain  House  and  Garden  in  the  Town  of  New- 
castle upon  Delaware  now  in  tlie  tenure  or  occupation  of  Bernard 
Eken  in  his  own  Riufht.the  said  Garden  containing;  in  breadth  Sixty 
foot  &  in  lenq'tli  Tliree  Hundred  foot  bein^  l)ounded  to  the  AVest 
with  the  Church  Yard  to  tlie  East  witli  Isaac  Tynes  and  tu  the 
North  with  the  Mart  Now  for  a  Confirmation  unto  him  the  said 
Bernard  Eken  &c  The  Patent  is  dated  May  y"  28'"  1669.  Tlie  Quit 
Rent  1  bush'. 


A  CONFIRMACON  GRANTED  TO  BERNARD  EKEN  FOR 
A  CERTAIN  PLANTATION  AT  DELAWARE. 


Francis  Lovelace  Esq'  &c 

Whereas  there  is  a  certain  Plantacon  at  Delaware  now  in  the 
tenure  or  occupacon  of  Bernard  Eken  in  his  own  Rigid  being 
bounded  on  the  West  w'"  the  Land  belonging  to  Pieter  Dewitt  &  on 
y°  East  w'"  the  Marsh  that  runs  to  the  Horse  Neck  or  Paerden 
Hook  &  the  Woods  «&  inward  w'"  Juriaen  Johnson's  Land  comonly 
called  the  Lay  Maker's  Hook  conteyning  in  breadth  by  the  River 
side  One  Hundred  Rod  &  runing  into  the  Woods  North-west  Three 
Hundred  Rod  or  thereabout  together  with  tiie  Meadow  Ground  or 
Valley  lying  before  the  said  Land  or  Plantacon  Now  for  a  Con- 
firmation unto  him  the  said  Bernard  Eken  «fcc  The  Patent  is  dated 
May  y  28'"  1669.    The  Quit  Rent  1  Bushell. 


A  CONFIRMACON  GRANTED  TO  SYMON  JANSEN  & 
MATYS  BERCKELSE  FOR  A  PARCELL  OF  LAND  AT 
DELAWARE. 


Francis  Lovelace  Esq'  &c 

Whereas  there  is  a  certain  Parcell  of  Land  at  Delaware  lying  and 
being  upon  the  Crane  Hook  on  the  South  West  side  thereof  by  a 
Chanell  falling  into  the  River  riining  in  length  into  the  Woods 
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(jOO  Rod  in  breadtli  before  to  the  Land  of  Laats  Toorsen  Sixty  Rod 
and  so  by  tlie  Land  of  tlie  said  Laats  Toorsen.  then  again  into  the 
Woods  Six  Hundred  Rod  behie;  in  equal  breadth  behind  as  before  & 
conteyning  all  tlie  Meadow  Ground  and  Swamp  or  Creupel  Bos 
within  tlie  Compass  before  described  to  the  River  side  w^^''  said  Par- 
cell  of  Land  belongeth  to  Symon  Jansen  &  Matys  Berckelsen  in 
whose  tenure  or  occupation  now  it  is  as  in  their  own  Right  Now  for 
a  confirmation  unto  them  the  said  Simon  Jansen  &  Matys  Berckel- 
sen &c  Dated  July  y'  P'  1669. 


ORDER  FOR  RENEWING  DELAWARE'S  PATENTS  & 
OTHERS  &c. 


Whereas  there  was  an  Order  made  at  the  General  Co  '  of  Assizes 
in  the  Year  1666 :  That  all  Persons  who  had  old  Patents  shou"d 
bring  them  in  to  be  renewed  and  tho'  who  liad  none  shou'd  be  sup- 
plyed  therewith  by  a  certain  time  therein  limitted  wliicli  said  Order 
did  extend  itself  to  Albany,  Esopus  and  all  other  Places  of  the 
Governm'as  well  as  this  City  and  more  particularly  to  all  those  who 
had  been  under  the  Dutch  and  are  now  reduced  to  his  Ma'''"*  Obedi- 
ence These  Presents  do  Declare  &  make  known  that  the  Inhabit- 
ants in  and  about  Delaware  being  under  this  Governm^are  likewise 
concerned  as  well  as  the  rest,  so  that  all  Persons  there  who  hold 
their  Lands  by  Patent  or  Ground  Briefs  of  the  Dutch  Tenure  are 
to  have  their  Patents  renewed,  and  those  who  have  none  are  w"'  all 
convenient  speed  to  be  supplyed  therew'''  otherwise  tliey  are  Lyable 
to  incurr  the  Penalty  in  the  Law  setforth.  Given  under  my  hand 
and  Seal  at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke  this  1''  day  of  July  in  the 
2r'  Year  of  His  Ma""-^  Reign  Anog  Domini  1669, 


A  CONFIRMATION  GRANTED  UNTO  WILLIAM  TOM 
FOR  A  PIECE  OF  LAND  FORMERLY  BELONGING  TO 
PETER  ALRICKS. 


Francis  Lovelace,  Esq  (tc 

Whereas  William  Tom  of  Newcastle  upon  Delaware  hathhereto- 
fore  obtained  a  Patent  from  my  Predecessor  for  a  certain  Parcell  of 
Land  formerly  belonging  to  Peter  Alricks  being  below  the  Town 
Together  with  the  Meadow  Ground  or  Valley  thereunto  belonging, 
the  which  is  now  in  his  Tenure  or  Occupation,  and  there  lying  below 
37— Vol.  V. 
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the  said  Meadow  Ground  or  Valley  alongst  tl)e  Rive:-  a  certain 
Piece  of  Land,  having  no  inirticular  Owner,  the  which  the  said  "Wil- 
liam Tom  hath  requested  of  me  for  his  further  Accomodation,  for 
an  Encouragem'  to  the  Settlem  of  those  Plantacons  Know  Ye  that 
by  vertue  &c.  The  Patent  is  dated  the  :29"'  July  1GG9.  Quit  Rent  2 
Bushells. 


A  COXFIRMACON  GRAXTED  TO  WILLIAM  TOM  FOR  A 
HOUSE  AXD  LOTT  AT  DELAWARE. 


Francis  Loveface  Esq  &c 

Whereas  there  is  a  certain  House  and  Lott  at  Xewcastle  upon 
Delaware  formerly  belonging  to  Peter  Alricks,  and  how  in  the  Ten- 
ure or  Occupation  of  William  Tom,  butted  on  theXorth  with  James 
Crawlford,  on  the  East  with  the  River  with  the  House  of  Cornelys 
Wynhurst  un  the  South,  and  the  Land  of  De  Ringe  on  the  West, 
And  there  being  also  half  a  Lot  or  Ground  in  the  said  Town  where 
formerly  the  said  Mill  stood,  having  a  small  House  standing  tiiere- 
upon,  the  which  is  bounded  on  the  Xorth  with  the  Lott  belonging 
to  the  said  William  Tom,  with  the  River  on  the  East,  with  the 
House  of  William  Beekraan  on  tlie  South  and  the  Mart  on  tiie  West. 
Now  for  a  Confirmation  unto  him  tlfe  said  William  Tom  ikc.  The 
Patent  is  dated  the  29"'  of  July  1(569.     Tlie  Quit  Rent  1  Bushell. 


AN  ORDER  FOR  M"^  TOM  TO  TAKE  UP  KILL  OR  MARK 
CERTAIN  WILD  HOGGS  RUNIXG  UPOX  HIS  LAXD 
AT  DELAWARE. 


Whereas  I  am  given  to  understand  that  there  are  a  Parcell  of 
Hoggs  runing  AVild  in  the  Woods  at  Delaware  on  or  near  unto  some 
Land  belonging  to  M''  AV"  Tom,  the  which  are  unniarkt  but  are  pre- 
sumed to  be  his  he  having  some  Years  since  put  a  Stock  of  Hoggs 
there,  and  no  other  perscm  having  any  near  unto  that  i)lace  And 
the  said  ISP  William  Tom  having  requested  me  that  he  may  have 
Liberty  to  take  up  and  kill  or  Mark  the  said  Hogs.  I  do  hereby  give 
him  free  leave  so  to  do.  Provided  that  he  be  very  cautious  that  such 
Hoggs  as  he  shall  kill  or  Mark  do  no  ways  belong  to  his  Xeighbours, 
And  that  this  liberty  be  not  abused  to  their  Detriment.  Given  un- 
der mv  hand  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  the  2''  day  of  August  16(59. 
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AX  ORDER  FOR  APREIIEXDING  THE  SWEDE  AT 
DELA  AVARE. 


Whereas  I  am  given  to  understand  that  there  is  a  certain 
Swede  at  Dela  Ware  who  gives  himself  out  to  be  Son  toCouismarke 
heretofore  one  of  the  King  of  Swedens  Gen""*  or  Gen-'"  Officers, 
And  goes  up  and  down  from  one  place  to  another  frequently  rais- 
ing Speeches  verj'  Seditious  &  false,  tending  to  the  disturbance  of 
his  Ma'"'-  peace  &  the  Laws  of  the  Governm'  in  such  cases  pro- 
vided To  whom  is  Associated  one  Henry  Coleman  one  of  tlie  Fins 
and  an  Inhabitant  at  Delaware  who  hath  left  his  Habitation  Cat- 
tle and  Corne  without  any  care  taken  for  them  to  run  after  the 
other  person  &  it  being  suspected  that  the  said  Coleman  being  well 
verst  in  the  Indian  Language  amonst  whom  both  he  and  t'other 
Keep,  may  Watch  some  opportunity  to  do  Mischief  to  his  Neigh- 
bors by  killing  their  Cattle,  if  not  worse,  Whereupon  you  have  al- 
ready according  to  your  Duty  set  forth  your  Warrant  to  Apprehend 
him  but  he  canot  yet  be  met  withall. 

These  Presents  are  to  Order  Impower  and  Appoint  you  to  set 
forth  a  Proclamation  in  my  name  that  if  the  said  Henry  Coleman 
do  not  come  in  to  you  &  Surrender  himself  up  to  Answer  to  what 
shall  be  objected  against  him  Av^'^in  the  space  of  fifteen  days  after 
divulging  the  same,  that  then  you  cause  all  the  Estate  belonging 
to  him  w"'in  this  Governm'  to  be  Seized  upon  &  Secured  to  his  Ma"'" 
Use  of  w"'  you  are  to  render  me  an  Acco'"  \\"^  the  first  opportunity. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke  this 
2^'  day  of  August  1669. 

To  the  Officers  at  Delaware. 


AN  ORDER  FOR  THE  FINNES  AND  OTHER 

INHABITANTS  AT  DELAWARE  TO  TAKE 

UP  LAND  AT  APOQUENIMI. 


Upon  the  request  of  Mr  Wm  Tom  that  the  Finnes  or  other  re- 
siding at  or  about  Dela  Ware  may  have  an  Enlargement  of  their 
Bounds  for  the  which  they  desire  to  take  up  some  Lands  at  Apo- 
quenimi  lying  and  being  within  the  Governm'  For  the  good  &  wel- 
fare of  the  s'*  Inhabitants  &  an  Encouragem'  to  them.  I  do  hereby 
Grant  the  s'^  request  ui)on  condition  that  in  some  convenient  short 
time  al)raught  be  taken  of  the  said  Land,  and  a  return  thereof  be 
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made  tome  together  with  its  Extent,  wliereui)on  those  who  Settle 
there  shall  have  i)ateiits  for  their  further  Confirmation.  Given 
nnder  my  hand  and  Seal  at  Fort  James  in  Xew  Yorke  this  2^  day 
of  Angust  in  the  21-'  Year  of  his  Ma'"^'  Reign  Anog  Domini  1669. 


AX    ORDER   FOR   SOME   FAMILYS   FROM    MARYLAND 
MAY  SETTLE  ON  THE  KILL  BELOW  APOQUEXIMI. 


Upon  the  request  of  Mr  Will'"  Tom  that  some  Familys  from 
Maryland  may  have  liberty  to  come  &  Settle  upon  the  Kill  below 
Apoquenimi  lying  &  being  w"'in  their  Governm'  To  the  End  the 
said  place  may  be  Inhabited  &  Mimored  it  tending  likewise  to  the 
Increase  of  Inhabitants  within  those  Territoryes,  I  do  hereby 
Grant  the  said  request  upon  condition  tiiat  in  some  convenient 
short  time  a  Draught  be  taken  of  the  Land  lying  in  the  said  Kill 
Si  a  return  thereof  be  made  unto  me  Together  with  it's  Extent 
Whereupon  those  who  settle  there  shall  have  patents  for  their  fur- 
ther confirmation.  Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  at  Fort  James 
in  New  York  this  2'^'  day  of  August  in  the  21'^'  Year  of  his  ]Ma"" 
reign  An6<r  Domini  1669. 


AN    ORDER    IMPOWRING    MR    WILL'"   TOM    TO    MAKE 
COLLECTION  OF  THE  QUIT  RENTS  AT  DELAWARE. 


Whereas  there  was  imjiosed  a  certain  Yearly  Quit  Rent  upon 
all  persons  relating  to  Delaware  or  Delaware  Ryver  who  have  taken 
out  Patents  and  hold  their  Lands  under  his  Ma"*''  Obedience,  but 
divers  neglecting  their  Duty  therein  suppose  they  are  Exempt,  the 
which  wou'd  be  very  unjust  and  unreasonable,  These  are  therefore^ 
to  Authorize  and  Appoint  you  to  make  Collection  of  the  Quit 
Rents  from  all  Persons  that  have  ])atents,  according  to  wliat  is 
therein  specifyed  And  also  that  you  Collect  or  cause  to  be  Col- 
lected from  all  others  who  have  no  Pattents  and  Hould  Lands  there 
so  much  as  will  be  at  least  proportionable  w"' the  rest  for  the  taking 
out  of  whose  Patents,  there  is  Notice  given  in  another  Order,  And 
for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  Warrant  Given  under  my 
hand  and  Seal  at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke  this  2'  day  of  August 
1669. 

To  Mr  W'  Tom 
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AX    ORDER    FOR    CAP=    CARR     &c    TO    .SECURE    ALL 

CHxVRGES  &  IXTESESTS  DUE  OUT  OF  THE 

ESTATE  OF  FOPPE  OUTHOUT. 


Whereas,  I  heretofore  sent  you  my  Sj)ecial  Warrant  concerning 
a  certain  Parcel!  of  Goods  belonging  to  Foppe  Janse  Outhout  which 
were  Attaclit  in  this  city  at  the  suit  of  William  Teller  but  permit- 
ted to  be  Transported  to  Delaware  upon  Condition  that  the  said 
Good  shou'd  be  left  in  the  hands  of  M--  Henrv  Constierier  or  his 
Order  untill  tlie  Debt  shou'd  be  Satisfied  notwithstanding  the  which 
and  contrary  to  my  Order  you  have  Released  tlie  said  Goods  and 
given  longer  time  to  Isaack  Tyne  the  present  Possessor  for  i^ayment 
of  the  Debt,  having  no  regard  to  the  Charges  arisen  upon  t'he  ac- 
count of  Foi)e  Janse  Outhout  nor  the  forbearance  of  so  much  longer 
time  as  you  have  given.  These  are  to  be  required  of  vou  y  you  "se- 
cure all  Charges  and  Interest  due  hereupon  of  which  you  shall  have 
a  Bill  Sent  you  out  of  the  Estate  of  the  said  Foppe  Outhout  who 
only  IS  Engaged  to  William  Teller  and  is  liable  to  Pay  him  both 
Principal  Interest  and  Charges,  the  which  if  vou  canot  Secure  or 
Levy,  you  yourselves  are  to  make  good,  having  sett  his  Goods  free 
without  due  Order  for  the  same  And  the  said  Isaac  Tyne  at  the  Ex- 
piration of  the  time  prefixt  making  pavment  of  the  remainder  ol 
the  I'rincipall  Money  is  to  have  all  legall  Assurance  made  him  for 
his  Purchase  and  Enjoyment  of  the  same. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  this  3^  day  of  August  in  the  21-' 
lear  of  his  Maties  Reign  Auog  Domini  1669. 

To  Cap'Carr  and  the  rest  of  r  Co"  at  Newcastle  upon  Dela  Ware. 

I  do  hereby  likewise  Order  that  the  Pawnes  left  for  Securitv  by 
Isaack  Tyne  be  delivered  into  the  Custody  of  the  Attorney  of  Nicho- 
las Bayard  for  the  use  of  William  Teller  And  that  the  House  a.id 
Lott  be  not  Releast  and  made  away  from  the  said  William  Teller 
until  he  be  fully  paid  according  to  his  Agreem'  and  y^  Charges  satis- 
fied. 

Given  under  my  hand  the  6'"  day  of  August  1669. 


A    COXFIRMACOX  GRAXTED   TO  CHARLES  FLOYD 
JOHX  HEXRY  FOR  A  LOT  AND  PARCEL  OF 
LAJ^D  AT  DELAWARE. 


Frakcis  Lovelace  Esq"^  &c 

Whereas  John  Webber  an  Inhabitant  at  Delaware  under  the 
Dutch  Governm'  stood  possessed  of  a  certain  Lott  and  parceU  of 
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Land  lying  behind  the  Town  of  New  Castle  abutting  on  the  North 
East  upon  the  Meadow  or  Valley  now  belonging  to  Ca])'  John  Carr, 
Southerly  upon  the  Kings  Highway  leading  into  the  Wood,  North- 
erly u])on  the  Wood  &  South  East  upon  the  Smith's  House,  con- 
taining in  all  about  Twenty  Acres  be  it  more  or  less  The  which 
said  Lot  and  Parcel  of  Land  was  Seized  upon  and  Confiscated  by 
Order  of  the  late  Governor  my  predecessor  and  granted  unto  Charles 
Floyd  and  John  Henry  two  soldiers  who  came  over  into  these  parts 
in  his  Ma""  Service;  Now  for  a  contirmation  unto  them  the  said 
Charles  Floyd  and  John  Henry  &c  Dated  Sept:  y<^  !"■  1609.  Quit 
rent  1  Bushell  of  Winter  Wheat. 


At  a  Council  held  by  the  Governor,  &c. 

September  14'",  1669. 
Present— M-^  Whitfield.  M^  Nicolls. 

Upon  the  receite  of  Letters  from  Cap  Carre  that  an  insurrection 
is  very  much  feared  there,  the  cheif  Actor  being  in  hold,  and  the 
Depositions  of  several  persons  taken  : 

It  is  Order'd  that  a  Letter  of  Thanks  be  Sent  to  the  Officers  there 
for  their  great  care. 

That  the  long  Finne  in  hold  and  in  Irons  be  kept  still  in  safe  cus- 
tody in  like  nianer  as  he  is  until  the  Governor  or  some  persons 
Comissioned  from  liim  shall  go  over  to  examine  into  and  Try  the 
matter  of  Fact,  which  is  of  so  heinous  and  high  a  Nature. 

That  all  Persons  who  have  had  a  hand  in  the  Plott  be  bound  over 
and  enjoined  to  give  Security  to  Answer  their  Misdemeanor,  and 
an  Acco'  to  be  taken  of  their  Estates  in  the  mean  time. 


THE  GOVERN'^   LRE   TO  CAP'   JOHN   CARR   & 
SCHOUT  COMISSARYES  AT  NEW  CASTLE 
UPON  DELAWARE. 


Fort  James  in  New  York  this  15"^  day  of  Sep'  1669. 
Gentlemen  :  I  ReC  yo"^  Pacquett  w"'  you  Sent  by  Henry  de 
I.iopor  dated  y"  8""  of  Se])t'  in  w^''  were  inclosed  three  other  Copys 
two  of  them  subscribed  Coningsmark  y"  other  Armgart  Prins,  as 
likewise  y"  Deposicons  of  several  i)ersons  concerning  a  lately  Insur- 
rection happened  in  your  partes  occasioned  by  the  long  Swede  their 
Pryme  Incendiary  all  W^''  being  taken  into  a  serious  Consid'acon  I 
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have  tliought  lit  vV"  y'  advise  of  my  Coiiucell  to  resolve  &  Deter- 
myne  as  followetli :  In  the  tirst  i)lace  1  very  well  approve  &  applaud 
your  prudent  ct  careful  Management  in  Circumventing  &  Securing 
the  pryme  Instigators  of  this  Comotion  together  witk  ye  Cheifest 
of  his  Complices  likewise  (for  your  future  animation)  that  so  good 
a  seasonable  Sei-vice  both  to  his  Royal  Highness  &  y^  Security  & 
tranquility  of  y"  Country  may  not  be  bnryed  in  Oljlivion,  I  canot 
but  take  Notice  of  it  &  do  return  you  Thanks  w  "  all  assuring  you 
to  represent  this  Action  to  his  Royal  Iliglmess  w"'  such  Characters 
as  are  justly  due  to  so  worthy  an  undertaking.  Next  I  heartily 
wish  myself  w'"  you  to  bring  that  grand  Impostor  together  w'"  y^ 
Cliief  of  his  Pack  to  Condign  Punishm'  buty  hourly  Expectacon  I 
am  in  of  x"  Arrival  of  some  Ships  from  England  by  w'^"  I  look  for 
several  Instruccons  w"'-  will  require  a  present  dispatch  the  whole 
frame  of  y-'  Governm'  standing  at  this  time  still,  neither  Mayor  nor 
Aldermen  Elected,  The  Grand  Assizes  like  to  be  prorogued,  all 
business  waiting  upon  y-'  breath  that  must  animate  this  little  Body 
Politique  of  ours,  so  y'  what  I  do  recomend  unto  you  now  must 
rather  respect  the  stopping  of  y-'  Spreading  of  y-  Contagion  y  it 
grow  not  further,  then  by  any  way  of  amputathig  or  cutting  of  any 
Member  to  make  }"-•  Cure  more  perfect.  I  would  tlierefore  iiave  you 
to  continue  y^  Long  Swede  in  Custody  &  in  Irons  untill  lie  can  have 
his  Tryal  w^''  shall  be  as  speedy  as  my  Affairs  can  i)ermit  either  by 
my  presence  or  some  of  y^  Councells  sufficiently  Autliorized  to  hear 
&  Deterniyn  y  Affair.  For  those  of  y^  tirst  Magnitude  concerned 
W"  him,  you  may  either  Secure  tliem  by  Inprisonm'  or  by  taking 
such  Caution  for  them  to  Answer  w^''  shall  be  Alledged  &  proved  ag' 
them.  For  y^  rest  of  y  poor  deluded  sort.  I  tlmik  y'  advice  of  thefr 
own  Countrymen  is  not  to  be  despised,  who  knowing  their  temper 
well,  prescribe  a  Method  for  keeping  them  in  order,  w-^""  is.  Severity 
&  Laying  such  Taxes  on  them  as  may  not  give  them  liberty  to  En- 
tertain any  other  thought,  but  how  to  Discharge  them.  I  thought 
y^-  Jaff"  Papegay  Armgart  Prins  had  been  so  discreete  not  to  have 
intermedled  in  so  unworthy  a  designe  for  though  what  she  hath 
comitted  was  not  of  any  dangerous  Consequence  yet  ic  was  a  de- 
monstration of  their  inclination  &  temper  to  advance  a  Strange 
Power  &  a  manifestation  of  her  high  ingratitude  for  all  those  In- 
dulgences &  Favours  she  hatli  rec'^  from  those  in  Authority  over 
her.  I  preceive  y^  Little  Domine  hath  played  y^  Trumpeter  to  this 
Disorder,  I  referr  y '  quality  of  his  punislim'  to  your  Discretions.  I 
have  rec'^  a  Peticon  from  divers  of  y  Inhibtants  at  Delaware  in  y^ 
behalf  of  those  that  joined  w'"  y  Long  Finne.  it  came  inclosed  in 
M^'  Consturier's  Letter,  but  I  shall  take  little  Notice  of  it  since  it 
came  not  by  your  hands,  however  if  they  shall  make  any  further  a 
pul)licac6n  to  you  about  it  &  you  Send  it  to  me  w ''  your  Advise 
thereupon  I  shall  do  therein  what  shall  be  thought  most  fitting  ^- 
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convenient.  I  have  no  move  but  to  recomend  y  continxiance  of 
your  care  of  this  &  y"  rest  of  y''  ])iiblique  Affaires  in  your  Parts  to 
your  prudence  &  discretion  w''  is  very  much  relyed  upon  by  Gent : 
Your  Affectionate  Lovincr  Friend. 


TO  CAP'  JX"  CARR  &  THE  SCHOUT  AXT)  COMISSARIES 
AT  NEWCASTLE  UPON  DELAWARE. 


I  do  not  tliink  it  wou'd  be  amiss  if  for  puuislim'  to  the  Simpler 
Sort  of  tliose  who  liave  been  drawn  in  to  tliis  Comotion  you  injoin 
them  to  labour  sometimes  in  y''  Reparation  of  the  Works  about  y 
Fort,  But  for  John  Stalcop  be  sure  he  be  secured  in  likemaner  as 
y''  Long  Sweede  he  liaving  been  I  perceive  a  cheif  Tormentor  as 
well  as  an  Actor,  in  this  by  them  intended  Tragedy,  y"  Mischeif 
whereof  is  like  to  fall  u])on  their  own  heads. 


October  IS'",  1669. 
At  a  Council  then  held  &c 
Present — The  Governor,  ]\P  Ralph  Whittield, 

^P  Tho"  Delavall,  M^  Tlio''  Willett, 

The  Secretary. 

The  matters  under  Consideration  was,  the  Insurrection  at  Dela- 
ware occasioned  by  the  Long  Finne  and  the  rape  committed  by  an 
Indian  there. 

LTpon  serious  and  due  consideration  had  of  the  Insurrection  began 
by  the  Long  Finne  at  Dela  Ware  who  gave  himself  out  to  be  son  of 
Connigsmarke  a  Swedisli  General.  &  the  dangerous  consequence 
thereof  It  is  adjudged  that  the  said  Long  Finne  deserves  to  dye  for 
the  same,  yet  in  regard  that  many  others  being  concerned  with  him 
in  that  insurrection  might  be  involved  in  the  premmire  if  the  rigor  of 
the  law  should  be  extended.  &  amongst  them  divers  simple  &  ignorant 
people  :  It  is  thought  fitt  &  Ordered  that  the  said  Long  Finne  shall 
be  ])ublickly  and  severely  whipt  &  Stigmatiz'd  or  branded  in  the 
face  with  the  Letter  (  R )  witli  an  Inscription  written  in  great  Let- 
ters and  put  upon  his  Breast  That  lie  received  tliat  punislnn'  for  at- 
tempting Rebellion,  after  which  that  he  be  Secured  untill  ht-  can  be 
Sent  &  Sold  to  the  Barbadoes  or  some  other  of  tliose  remote  plan- 
tations. 

That  the  Chiefest  of  his  Complices  &  those  concerned  with  him 
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most  do  forfeit  to  his  Ma'*'  y'  one-lialf  of  tlieir  Goods  and  Cliattels, 
and  that  a  smaller  Mulct  or  Fine  be  im])0sed  on  the  rest  that  Avere 
drawn  in  &  followed  him,  the  which  shall  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  y"  Comissioners  who  shall  be  appointed  to  make  enquiry  into  and 
Examine  the  same. 

That  the  Indian  who  comitted  the  rape  upon  the  Body  of  a  Chri^-- 
tian  Woman  be  put  to  Death  (if  he  can  be  found)  for  that  foul 
fact  according  to  the  Sentence  already  past  upon  him,  and  that  the 
Sachems  under  whom  he  is,  be  sent  to  that  they  deliver  him  up  that 
Justice  may  be  executed  upon  liiin  accordingly. 

By  order  &c. 


THE  GOVERN'^'  LRE  TO  CAP^  CARRE. 


Fort  James  19  Octc  1669. 
I  have  reC^  yo''  Letter  of  y^  25"'  of  September  by  Hendrick  de  Lo- 
per  Avherein  you  give  me  the  relation  of  a  foul  fact  comitted  by  the 
Indian  upon  the  Body  of  a  Christian  Woman,  what  you  and  the 
rest  of  y"  Com""-  have  done  in  prosecution  of  him  and  Sentencing 
him  to  Death,  I  do  veiy  well  approve  of  but  I  am  informed  that  he 
is  since  broken  out  of  prison,  if  so  let  him  be  lookt  after  it  y-  Sa- 
chem under  whom  he  is  to,  that  he  may  be  Surrender'd  &  Justice 
Executed  upon  him.  As  to  the  Long  Finne  who  attempted  his  es- 
cape likewise  let  him  be  kept  safe  a  little  longer  untill  I  send  some 
Comiss""'  from  hence  to  Examine  into  the  whole  matter  w"^  shall  be 
within  a  month,  but  I  wou'd  not  leave  the  ordinary  people  who  he 
drew  in,  be  too  much  frighted  since  I  have  thought  tit  to  excuse 
them  by  a  peneary  mulct  to  be  imposed  upon  them  as  they  shall 
appear  more  or  less  Guilty.  This  is  all  at  present  to  recomend  to 
you  being 

Your  Loving  Friend 

FR:  LOVELACE. 


THE  GOVERN^'  COMON  FOR  THE  TRYAL  OF 
SEVERAL  PERSONS  AT  DELAWARE. 


Francis  Lovelace,  Esq.,  &c.  To  all  to  whom  these  presents 

shall  come  Sendetli  Greeting : 

Whereas  there  hath  lately  hapned  an  Insurection  at  Delaware  by 
some  evill  niynded  Persons  Enemyes  to  his  Ma'*  and  the  Peace  of 
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this  Governin',  w  ''  might  have  proved  of  dangerous  consequence 
liad  not  the  Ring  Leaders  been  sur])rised  and  so  prevented  of  their 
wicked  design  by  tlie  Vigihmce  &  Care  of  tlie  Otiicers  there:  All  W'' 
having  been  represented  unto  me  I  have  with  the  Advice  of  my 
Councell  made  some  Resolutions  thereupon  the  wliich  are  speedily 
to  be  put  in  execution,  I  have  therefore  thought  fit  to  Nominate 
Constitute  and  Appoint  and  by  these  presents  do  Nominate  Consti- 
tute and  Apjjoint  you  to  be  Com''  to  give  Order  &  to  take  care  that 
the  Acte  of  Council!  be  })ut  in  Execution  accordingly  Giving  you  or 
any  live  of  you  of  \v '■  M""  Mathias  Nicholls  to  be  one  and  President, 
Power  to  Call  before  you  any  such  person  or  persons  as  are  now  in 
hold  u])on  this  0(;casion,  and  to  pronounce  Sentence  against  them 
according  to  the  Directions  herewith  given  a'ou  ;  And  also  that  you 
cause  all  others  suspected  to  be  Guilty  to  be  Sumoned  to  make  their 
Appearance  before  you,  and  as  Demeritts  shall  be  that  you  impose 
such  Mulct  or  Fine  upon  them  or  any  of  them  for  the  use  of  his 
Mn""  as  shall  seem  best  to  your  discretions.  And  if  need  be  that  you 
Administer  an  Oath  to  any  i)erson  or  persous  for  the  better  Clearing 
of  the  truth,  the  whicli  Oath  you  are  hereby  im])Owered  to  Give, 
And  also  that  you  Comitt  any  Refractory  Person  or  notorious  of- 
fender to  Prison,  or  any  other  Release  as  you  shall  See  cause  :  Of 
all  w*^''  you  are  to  render  me  a  due  Account,  And  for  whatever  you 
shall  Actor  Do  iu  prosecution  hereof,  this  my  present  Comission 
shall  be  your  sufficient  AVarr'  and  Discharge. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Sealed  w"'  y"  Seal  of  y  Colony  at  Foil 
James  in  New  York  this  22'  day  of  Nov'  in  the  2P'  Y'  of  his  Ma"" 
Reigne  Anog  1669. 


Jan'->'2o"'  1669: 
At  a  Council  then  held  &c 
Present —  The  Govern'', 

M^  Delevall. 
The  Secretary. 
The  Sentence  against  the  Long  Finne  taken  into  Consideration. 
It  is  Order'd  that  two  Warrants  l)e  drawn,  tlie  one  to  Mr.  Cous- 
sean  to  receive,  t'othm-  to  Cap'  Mixning  the  Sherriffe  to  Deliver  the 
said  Finne  according  to  the  Sentence. 
The  Matter  about  "\Y"'  Douglass  taken  into  consideracon. 
The  Conip'"  from  the  Whores  Kill  read. 

It  is  Order'd  that  a  Lre  of  Tliaiiks  be  Sent  to  them  for  their  care, 
&  y  according  to  their  desire  A:  an  Order  of  the  Sijccial  Court  held 
at  Newcastle,  there  be  an  Officer  appointed  amongst  them  to  keep 
the  Peace  &c.  &  a  Comicon  Sent  to  y  purpose. 
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It's  Order'd  that  in  regard  the  s**  Douglass  hatli  behaved  himself 
so  ill  at  the  Whore  Kill  he  shall  be  continued  in  Prison  until  fur- 
ther Order,  but  that  his  Irons  be  taken  off,  however  if  lie  can  give 
Security  not  to  return  to  the  Wliore  Kill  &c  lie  may  be  discharged. 


January  26"'  1669. 
This  day  the  Long  Finne  call'd  Marcus  Jacobsen  was  by  a  Warr' 
put  on  board  M''  Cossean's  Ship  called  the  Fort  Albany  to  be 
Transi)orted  and  Sould  at  the  Barbadoes  according  to  the  Sentence 
of  Court  at  Delaware  for  his  Attempting  Rebellion  ;  He  had  been  a 
Prisoner  in  the  State  house  ever  since  the  20"'  day  of  December  last. 


AN  ORDER  FOR  THE  TRANSPORTACOX  OF  THE  LOXG 
FIXXE  TO  BARBADOES. 


Whereas  Marcus  Jacobs  comonly  called  the  Long  Finne  having 
for  some  great  Misdemeanor  forfeited  his  Liberty  &  Life,  if  the 
Strictness  of  the  Law  had  been  put  in  Execucon,  but  thro'  y" 
clemency  &  favour  of  the  Govern''  &  Councell,  had  Sentence  only 
to  receive  some  Corporal  Punishment  &  also  to  be  Transported  & 
Sould  into  some  of  the  Remoter  Plantacons  from  the  Place  where 
he  comitted  the  Fact :  These  are  to  Impower  you  when  you  shall 
have  brought  the  s'^  Marcus  Jacobs  als  the  Long  Finne  to  the  Bar- 
badoes, that  you  cause  him  to  be  Sold  for  a  Servant  to  tlie  best  ad- 
vantage for  the  space  of  Fower  Years,  or  the  usual  time  Servants 
are  there  Sould  at,  And  y'  you  make  returne  of  the  province  to  this 
Porte  deducting  y"  Charges  of  his  Passage  and  otlier  Necessary  Ex- 
])ences  ab^  him.  And  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  Warrant.  Given 
under  my  hand  at  Fort  James  in  Xew  York  this  28"'  day  of  January 
1669. 


Feb :  25"'  1669. 
This  Day  was  Wi''m  Douglass  releast  from  out  of  the  Prison  in 
the  Statehouse  where  he  had  been  comitted  for  Misdemeanours  at 
y  Hoar  Kill  ever  since  the  2u"'  of  December  last.  He  was  sent  into 
the  North  having  given  Security  by  his  Bond  not  to  Return  into 
this  GovernmS 
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THE  GOVERN"  LRE  TO  DELAWARE. 


Fort  James  in  Xew  Yorke  26=''  Feb"?  1669. 
LoviKG  Fkiexds  :  I  have  been  informed  of  tlie  several  Miscar- 
riages of  Wi"m  Douglass  in  your  Parts  &  of  your  care  to  prevent 
his  doing  any  further  mischeife  by  carrying  him  a  Prisoner  to  Dela- 
ware, from  thence  lie  hath  been  remitted  hither,  where  he  hath 
continued  a  Prisoner  untill  yesterday :  He  is  Sent  away  to  tlie  East- 
ward w"'  caution  not  to  return  into  this  Governm"^  or  amongst  you  ; 
I  do  well  a])prove  of  what  you  did  aljout  him  ;  If  any  sucli  I'erson 
shall  hereafter  presume  to  Disturb  you  or  to  break  His  Maties  Peace 
there,  I  have  Sent  a  Coniission  Empowering  some  of  you  to  Sup- 
press them  &  do  Recomend  to  yon  to  follow  y'^'  directions  Sent  you 
therein  and  in  my  Letter,  w"''  is  all  at  present  from  Yo'  very  Loving 
Friend. 


Feb"^  28'"  1669. 

There  was  a  Comission  and  L"'  of  Instruction  in  Dutch  under 
the  Governor's  hand  &  Seal  this  day  Sent  to  the  Hoare-Kill  by 
Peter  Alricks  Ketch  for  the  Persons  hereunder  mencoued. 

Hermans  Frederickson  to  be  Sellout.  Sander  Malsen.  Otto  "\Val- 
gast  TVi"'"  Claesen  to  be  Comissarys.  They  are  to  keep  good  Orders 
there  for  his  Royal  Highness,  &  to  Try  all  matters  of  Difference 
under  w"'  amongst  themselves,  for  what  shall  be  above  they  are  to 
apply  themselves  to  New  Y'ork,  and  so  for  all  Criminals. 


AN  ORDER  FOR  CAP'  MARTIN  CRIEGER  TO  RECEIVE 
Y"'^  iJUSTOM  FOR  ALL  EUROPEAN  GOODS  IMPORTED 
AT  Y^^'  HOARE-KILL  (viz')  10I>'C'. 


WiiEiiEAS  I  am  given  to  understand  that  all  European  Goods  im- 
ported at  tlie  Hoare-Kill  in  Delaware  Bay  did  lieretofore  pay  Cus- 
tom at  the  rate  of  10  f  C  And  all  Funs  or  Peltry  Exported  from 
thence  the  same  Rate  W''  turned  to  some  advantage  towards  the 
support  of  the  Governm' :  Upon  mature  advise  &  Consideration 
had  hereof  I  have  thought  fitt  to  renew  the  formerCustom,  Andldo 
therefore  hereliy  Order  c*t  Ai)point  Cai)'  Martin  Criegerwho  is  a  ])er- 
son  well  verst  in  the  Trade  of  those  Parts.  &  very  well  known  to 
the  People  there  both  Christians  &  Indians,  to  be  Receiver  and  Col- 
lector of  v"^'  Customs  at  the  Hoare-Kill,  wliere  by  himself  or  his 
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Deputy  he  is  to  receive  10  V  C  of  all  European  Goods  imported 
tliere  whether  coming  from  this  Place,  Newcastle  in  Delaware,  or 
any  other  part,  And  Ten  l>  C  also  for  all  Furrs  or  Peltry  Exported 
from  thence  according  to  former  Custom  and  Usage  on  that  behalf, 
«.\c  all  Persons  whatsoever  trading  thither  or  from  thence  to  any 
other  place  are  to  take  notice  hereof  A:  to  obey  this  my  Comission 
under  the  penalty  of  Confiscation  of  their  Goods  if  thev  shall  pre- 
sume to  do  otherwise  The  s"  Cap«  Crieger  standing  obfiged  to  be 
Answerable  here  for  all  such  Custom  as  shall  be  received  by  himself 
or  Deputy  there,  of  w^"  he  is  to  render  unto  me  a  due  &  exact  Ac- 
count. Given  under  my  hand  this  15'"  day  of  March  in  y^'  22^  Year 
of  his  Maties  Reign  Anog  Domi  1669. 


THE  GOVERNOR \S  LRE  TO  CAP'  CARR  CONCERNING 
M^  JACOBUS  FABRITINS. 


Fort  James  in  New  York  this  13'"  day  of  Ap'  1670. 
Cap'  Cark. 

Upon  the  request  of  ^agister  Jacobus  Fabritins  Pastor  of  the 
Lutheran  Confession  comonly  called  the  Augustan  wlio  by  the 
Duke"s  Lycence  hath  a  Congregation  here,  I  have  granted  my  Pas., 
to  him.  &  his  Wife  to  go  to  Newcastle  or  any  Place  in  Delaware 
River,  I  pray  shew  him  all  Civil  Respect  when  he  comes  amongst 
you.  A:  take  care  he  receive  no  Afti-ont  there,  &  I  presume  he  will 
comport  himself  w'"  g'  Civility  &  Moderacon  so  as  to  give  no  just 
occasion  of  offence  to  others.    I  am 

Your  very  loving  Friend. 


,,      ,  ^,  April  the  13'M670. 

Cap'  Carr. 

I  do  Recomend  to  you  a  Suit  w^"^  the  Magister  will  have  there,  on 
behalf  of  his  Wife,  she  was  the  Widow  of  Lucas  Dircks  van  Bergh 
of  this  place  who  sold  a  House  &  Lott  at  Newcastle  to  Reyue'er 
Van  Eyst  whose  Widow  is  now  the  Wife  of  ....  Baroom%  There 
was  foi-merly  obtained  an  Execution  ag'  the  Buyer  of  the  House  for 
Nonpaym'  of  Nine  Hundred  Guilders  the  Sura  of  w^"  it  was  Sold 
besides  Costs,  as  will  appear  upon  the  Records.  I  do  think  it  just  & 
reasonable  that  y^'  former  Execution  be  of  force  or  renewed  so  that 
the  persons  concerned  be  no  longer  delayed  from  the  receipt  of  their 
Moneys  due  to  them. 
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AX  ORDER  FOR  OLLE  OLLESOX.  XIELS   XIELSEX  &c 

TO  EXJOY  Y'  BEXEFIT  OF  W  IS  GRAXTED  TO 

TIIEM  IX  THEIR  PATEXT. 


Upon  the  Petition  of  Olle  Olleson,  Xeils  Xeilson  sen""  &  the  rest 
concerned  in  the  patent  granted  by  my  Predecess""  Coll.  Richard 
X  icolls  for  eacli  of  them  to  have  a  Plantation  w"'  proporcon  of  Meadow 
Ground  for  Hay  for  their  cattle  on  Yerdrietiges,  or  Trinity  Hook  at 
Delaware,  for  the  W^''  they  had  a  Grant  before  those  parts  were 
reduced  to  his  Ma""  Obedience,  Avho  complain  y' M".  William  Tom 
having  by  misinformation  obtained  a  patent  for  all  that  Marsh 
or  Meadow  Ground  whereon  they  had  their  proportion,  hath  by 
Order  of  the  Court  at  Delaware  for  bad  them  to  cutt  Hay  or  to 
make  Bridges  for  their  cattle  to  go  into  that  Marsh  without  his 
leave,  the  w*^*"  w'''out  relief  will  prove  much  to  their  prejudice. 
Having  taken  the  same  into  consideracon  I  do  think  tit  to  Order 
that  the  s'^  Olle  Olleson  Xiels  Nielsen  &  the  rest  in  the  s'^  patent 
exju-est  shall  enjoy  the  benefit  of  what  is  granted  them  in  their 
said  patent,  any  patent  Grant  or  Order  of  Court  made  in  favour  of 
M^  Tom  to  tlie  contrary  notw"'  standing. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  James  in  Xew  York  this  16"'  day  of 
Mav  1670. 


THE  GOYERX'^  LRE  TO  CAP'  CARR. 


Fort  James  24">  Aug'  1670. 

S'  Your  Ire  of  the  22"^  In.stant  together  w'"  y<^  ill  news  arrived 
my  hands,  &  as  I  canot  but  express  a  great  sadness  for  the  misfor- 
tune those  poor  people  have  suffer 'd  und'  so  I  canot  acciuit  the 
Magistrates  of  Newcastle  of  too  muct  remissness  &  security  in  re- 
lation to  the  Indians  particularly  in  not  avenging  the  the  last  mur- 
ther  comitted  on  M"^  Tom's  Servants,  the  omission  of  w^*"  may  be  a 
great  inducement  to  the  Indians  to  i)erpetrate  this  Yillany  they 
have  thus  lately  Acted,  into  w"^"  I  wou'd  have  you  make  a  narrow 
&  zealous  Discovery,  I  do  well  approve  of  your  return  to  your 
Charge,  «&  tho'  I  canot  give  you  a  particular  Instruccon  how  to  com- 
port yourself  in  y  Affair  to  W''  I  am  altogether  in  y*^^  dark,  yet  thus 
far  in  gen^"  may  serve  for  your  Directions. 

First  y'  you  Strengthen  yo'"self  in  your  Garrison,  both  to  y 
Reparacons  (in  some  sort)  of  tlie  Decayed  works  y  likewise  to  y 
Recruit  of  vour  Men. 
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Next  y'  you  Muster  the  Burgers  disposing  them  in  sucli  order  to 
tlieir  Avatches  as  may  Secure  them  from  any  Sur])rices. 

I^astly  y'  you  Sumon  the  Com''^  &  w"'  tliem  consult  y  best  way  to 
discover  the  Assassiiies,  &  then  to  proceed  to  a  demand  or  forceing 
the  Indians  to  deliver  up  the  parties,  that  so  tliey  may  be  brought 
to  Condigne  Punishm'. 

I  have  only  this  to  add  that  you  be  careful  on  all  occasions  to  give 
me  Advertisement  of  your  Proceedings  &  how''  the  Complexion  of 
Affairs  stand  with  you,  that  so  I  may  apply  a  timely  Assistance  if 
need  require,  &  so  I  Comend  you  to  tiie  i)rotectiou  of  Almighty 
God,  &  Assure  you  y'  I  am  Your  Loving  Friend. 

F.  L. 

I  have  Satisfied  the  Messeng'  according  to  your  desire.  Now  the 
Harvest  and  other  publick  work  is  done,  the  Peasant  will  be  at 
leasure  to  assist  you  with  Avorkraeii  to  repair  the  Fort.  My  Service 
to  all  with  you. 


AN  ABOLITION  OF  A  LATE  ORDER  FOR  THE 
CUSTOMS  AT  THE  WHORE  KILL. 


Dated  22°*^  day  of  Octo^  1670. 

Whereas  I  received  a  Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  at  the 
Whore  Kill  in  Delaware  Bay,  wherein  is  represented  unto  me  the 
great  Inconvenience  of  the  late  Imposition  of  10  ^  Cent :  ujion  all 
Fiu-rs  and  Peltry  exported  from  thence,  the  which  hath  no  way  re- 
dounded to  a  publick  good  as  was  proposed,  but  on  the  contrary  in 
some  short  time  might  be  the  occasion  of  the  loss  of  Trade  there: 
Upon  due  <fe  mature  Consideration  had  hereupo.i  by  &  with  the  ad- 
vice of  my  Councell,  and  in  compliancee  to  the  Petition  and  re- 
quest of  the  Inhabitants,  as  well  as  for  an  Encouragem'  unto  them, 
I  have  thought  fit  to  remit  and  Abolish  the  late  Order  for  Customs 
there;  Given  and  Granting  unto  them  the  same  Priviledges  and 
Liberty  they  had  formerly  Provided  it  doth  not  extend  to  the  Abuse 
of  Selling  too  great  Quantitys  of  Li(iuors  to  the  Indians,  nor  any 
way  to  Prejudice  their  Neighbors  of  Newcastle,  upon  w^^''  place  they 
are  to  have  their  Dependance. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Sealed  w'*"  the  Seal  of  the  Province 
this  22'"^  day  of  October  in  the  22""^  Year  of  his  Majesties  reign  Anog 
Domini  1670. 

Liberty  Granted  to  Peter  Grouendicks  to  Trade  av"'  v"  Indians  at 
r  Whorekill. 


59:!  TAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

xVX   ORDER   FOR  W  PETER   ALRICKS  TO  TAKE 
PAIR  OF  MILL  STONES  TO  THE  WHOREKILL. 


At  a  Council  held  the  22'  day  of  October  1670. 

Present — Tlie  Governor     1 

M'  Mayor  •  Tlie  Secretarye 

M''  Steenwyck.  j 
The  Abolishment  of  Customs  at  the  "Wliore-kill  to  be  Order "d, 
and  a  Lre  written  to  the  Inhabitants  in  answer  to  their  Petition. 

An  Order  and  Letter  drawn  up  accordingly  whereunto  to  be  re- 
ferr'd,  vide  the  records. 

These  are  to  Certify  all  whom  it  may  concern  that  I  have  given 
leave  to  M'  Peter  Alricks  to  take  a  pair  of  Mill  Stones  lying  in  the 
Land  at  tlie  Whore  kill  lit  for  a  Horse  Mill  belonging  to  no  person 
there,  the  which  he  may  remove  from  thence  and  dispose  of  at  his 
l)leasure,  He  rendring  a  due  acco'  to  me  of  y  same. 

Given  under  my  liand  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  this  7'"  day  of 
9""  1670. 


THE  GOVERN'^  LRE  T(3  CAP'  CARR. 


New  York  November  16">  1670. 
Capt.  Carr  :  I  iiope  all  Affairs  stand  now  in  a  peaceable  posture 
since  I  have  not  lately  lieardfrom  you.  I  have  so  amply  Instructed 
M"^  Alrick  tliat  this  time  I  know  nothing  to  be  added,  in  my  last  I 
intimated  to  you  that  you  sliou'd  contract  your  expence  occasioned 
by  the  late  Disorder  of  the  Indians,  &  now  y  season  of  the  winter 
approaching  in  w"""  there  is  no  danger  of  the  Indians  molestation; 
I  believe  you  may  safely  lessen  tlie  Charge  in  Disbandins  those  you 
last  entertained,  &  in  tlie  Spring  (if  occasion  be)  take  them  on 
again,  but  I  doubt  not  but  by  your  ])rudent  managem'  you  will  pro- 
ciu-e  such  reparations  from  the  Indians  as  is  agreeable  to  the  Justice 
of  their  Crimes  &  his  R:  H:  Hon""  &  Intrest,  If  it  fall  too  difficult 
I  must  tlien  be  forced  to  give  you  a  Visit  and  shall  expect  to  be  di- 
rected by  you,  what  force  may  be  requisite  to  bring  av"'  me.  Rut 
I  hope  there  will  be  no  occasion,  for  such  a  voyage  from  hence  will 
prove  very  smart  ro  our  little  Incomes.  The  Messengers  sudden 
Departure  makes  me  I  canot  larger  Expostulate  on  that  Subject,  & 
therefore  still  recomeiid  it  to  your  careful  managem'  &  so  bidding 
you  farewell  till  the  winter  frees  you  to  afford  me  a  Visit, 
I  am  Your  Loving  Friend. 

FRAN:  LOVELACE. 
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Mr.  JAMES    MILLS  APPOIXTED    SURVEYOR    OF    THE 
LAND  AT  THE  WHORE-KILL. 


Francis  Lovelace  Esq''  &c 

"Whereas  there  are  several  parcells  of  land  at  the  AVhore- 
kill  in  Delaware  Bay  as  yet  undisposed  of ,  &  divers  other  quan- 
tities possessed,  the  \v=''  have  either  not  been  laid  out  at  all  or 
very  irregularly  done  for  want  of  a  SkilfuU  Surveyor  in  those 
parts,  Ar  Application  havin,<?  been  made  unto  me  by  James 
Mills  ( wlio  intends  to  Settle  there)  that  he  may  liave  that  Em- 
ployment conferred  upon  him  of  w"*"  I  am  informed  he  is  very 
capable,  I  have  therefore  thought  fit  to  Constitute  and  appoint 
him  the  s'^  James  Mills  to  be  Surveyor  of  the  Land  at  the  Whore- 
kill  &  parts  adjacent,  Giving  &  Granting  unto  him  the  Profitts  A: 
Priviledges  thereunto  belonging.  He  behaving  himself  in  his  s'' 
Imploym^  conformable  to  the  custom  &  practice  of  Surveyors  in 
these  his  Royal  Highness  his  Territorys  &  Dominions  &  the  Laws 
of  y"  Governm': 

Given  under  my  hand  &  seal  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  this 
9^^  day  of  January  in  the  22^  year  of  liis  Ma""  reigu,  Annog  Domi 
1670. 


AN  ORDER  FOR  JAMES  MILLS  TO  PURCHASE  A  NECK 
OF  LAND  FOR  A  PLANTACON  AT  Y'^  AVHORE-KILL. 

Whereas  James  Mills  liath  made  request  unto  me  that  he  may 
liave  my  Lycence  to  purchase  a  certain  Point  or  Neck  of  Land  for 
a  Plantacon  lying  to  the  Southward  of  the  Town  at  the  Whore-kill 
in  Delaware  Bay,  The  W''  as  he  alledges  was  consented  unto  by  y 
Com"  there  and  Order'd  by  them  to  be  Certified  &  recomended  unto 
me  but  was  omitted  by  their  Clerk,  I  have  thought  fit  to  Grant  his 
request,  if  it  be  as  is  alledged,  but  expect  that  y"  Com"  do  make- 
Certificate  thereof,  &  likewise  of  the  Extent  &  Quality  of  the  s'^ 
Land  whereupon  he  shall  have  further  Assurance  by  Patent  for  the 
same. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  this 
12'"  day  of  January  in  the  22'^  Y'ear  of  his  Ma""'-  reign  Anog  Domini 
1670. 


38— Vol.  V. 
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At  ;i  Council  iV:c 

FoHT  James  Feb:  ii4"'  1670. 
Pkesent — The  Governor, 
M""  Mayor, 
M""  Steenwyck, 
The  Secretary. 

Business  under  Consideration. 
Delaware  to  be  respited  till  Cu])'  Carr's  Arrival,  in  mean  time  a 
Lre  to  be  -OTitten  and  Sent  by  Peter  Rambo. 

The  Govern"  L"'  to  the  Jnhabitants  of  Delaieare. 
Gentlemen  :  1  reced  your  Lre  by  M'  Rombout  wherein  you  sig- 
nify to  me  the  result  you  had  with  the  Indians  concerning  the  Mur- 
thers  of  the  Xtians,  in  \v"'  you  have  provided  w"'  Moderation  suffi- 
cient, as  farr  as  both  j^om-  Intelligences,  &  the  Complexion  of  all 
Affaires  then  stood,  I  have  forborn  at  present  to  Send  you  a  full  De- 
termination, reserving  that  till  the  Arrival  of  Cap'  Carr  from  whom 
1  expect  to  receive  more  light  tiian  hitlierto  I  have  received  to  guide 
me  by,  In  the  mean  time  I  recomend  the  Affair  to  your  vigilant  A: 
prudent  Managery,  In  w^"  I  canot  omitt  to  remind  you  y'  not  only  yo'" 
own  Safetys,  but  the  Honor  of  my  Royal  Master  and  our  Nation  is 
so  nearly  concerned  in  the  recomending  you  to  the  Protection  of  the 
Almighty,    I  remain  yo'  loving  Friend 


F:  L 


Sent  bv  Peter  Rombout  of  Delaware  29''  Feb:  1670. 


CERTAIN  INSTRUCCONS  FROM  Y'  GOVERN^  TO  CAP^ 
MARTIN  CRIEGER  (BEING  BOUND  TO  THE  WHORE- 
KILL)  MAR:  17'"  1670. 


Imprimis  you  are  to  bring  me  an  Acco'  of  the  Encrease  or  Decay 
of  the  Inhabitants  there,  and  whether  any  new  Familys  are  resolved 
to  Settle  here  under  the  pro.ection  of  his  Royal  Highness. 

You  are  to  give  me  an  Acco'  w"  y  Civil  Officers  are,  and  wlietiier 
y^  Schout  is  to  be  alter'd  this  next  ensuing  Year,  &  that  the  person 
to  succeed  be  recomended  to  me,  whom  I  will  Authorize  for  two 
Years  next  ensuing. 

To  Enquire  concerning  tliose  Indians  y  Murther'd  John  De  Ca- 
pers People,  and  to  let  me  know  under  w"  Jurisdiccon  they  live. 

To  bring  the  Mill  Stones  w"'  their  Apptres  w'"  you,  unless  the 
Inhabitants  have  need  of  them,  t^  agree  w"'  you  for  them  in  present 
pay,    This  to  be  profer'd  to  M""  Mills  first. 
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To  remove  y'^  Customes,  &  to  restore  them  to  their  antieiit  Lib- 
erty. 

FRAN  :  LOVELACE. 


At  a  Council  held  in  the  Fort  April  15'"  1671. 
Pres* — The  Govern"", 
M'  May, 
M"^  Steewyck, 
The  Secretary. 
Delaware  Business  taken  into  Consideracon,  Cap'  Carr  being 
present. 

About  the  Murder  comitted  by  the  Indians.  Ab'  Selling  Strong 
Drink  to  y''  Indians. 

About  the  Murderers  they  are  known,  but  for  y  present  not 
thought  convenient  to  prescute  to  y  utmost. 

Cap'  Carr  relates  of  the  Desire  of  many  Families  to  come  <fe  settle 
below  Newcastle  at  Apoquiminy  &  Boraboys  Hook, — to  be  Consid- 
er'd  of.  The  most  eminent  amongst  them  are  one  M''  Jones,  M"^ 
AViiarton,  M""  Whate.  A  Letter  is  Order'd  to  be  written  to  Treat 
w'^  some  of  them  ab'  their  Settlem'. 


AN  CRDER   ON   THE   BEHALF   OF   MR   PETER   JEGOE 

FOR  THE  RECOVERY  OF  W  SUMS  OF  MONEY  ARE 

OWEING  TO  HIM  FROM  CORNELYS  JORIS. 


Whereas    Complaint  hath  been  made  unto  me  by  M'  Peter 
Jegoe,  that  Cornelys  Joris  at  present  residing  at  Newcastle  in  Del- 
aware doth  owe  him  several  Sums  of  Money  which  he  unjustly  de- 
tains from  him.  A:  refuses  to  pay  y"'  same  or  to  come  to  an  Acco'; 
These  are  in  his  Majesties  Name  to  require  the  s**  Cornelys  Joris  to 
Appear  at  the  next  Gen""  Court  of  Assizes  to  be  held  in  this  City 
beginning  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  October  next,\v^''"  will  be  upon 
the  G'^  day  of  the  s*  Month  then  &  there  by  himself  or  his  Attorney 
to  make  Answer  to  the  Complaint  of  the  s'*  Peter  Jegoe  in  an  Ac- 
tion of  Debt;  Hereof  he  is  not  to  fail  at  his  perill.    Given  under 
my  hand  &  Seal  at  Fort  James  in  New  Y'ork  tliis  25th  day  of  April 
in  the  23'*  ITear  of  his  Ma""  reign  Anog  Dni  1671. 
To  any  of  y^  Officers  at  Delaware  or  in  Delaware  River  who  are  to 
See  this  Special  Warr'  Serv'd  &  to  make  return  thereof  to  y 
Court  abovementioned  y''  also  to  cause  any  Attachm'  laid  upon 
y  Goods  of  Peter  Jegoe  by  the  s"*  Comely 's  Joris  to  be  rebact 
until  y  Tryal  at  V  Assizes. 
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At  a  Council  held  in  the  Fort  May  18'"  1671. 
Present — Tlie  Governor. 

MMSiayor.         \     The  Secretary. 
M'.  bteenwyck.  J 

The  first  Business  taken  into  Consideration  was  y'^  Affairs  of 
Esopus  &.C  (And  Afterwards)  Cap'  Criejjer's  Business  ab'  y* 
Whore-Kill. 

The  purchase  of  the  "Wliore-Kill  by  the  Dutch  to  be  recorded. 
An  Examination  made  at  the  Whore-Kill  by  Cap'  Crieger,  &  y- 
Aiisw'^  upon  it  together  w"'  three  Papers  bro'  by  Cap'  Carr  concern- 
ing it.    The  other  Matters  from  y''  Whore-kill  well  approved  of. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  James  the  14'"  Jime  1671. 
Present— The  Governor. 

M"^  Mayor. 

M'  Stsenwyck. 

The  Secretary. 
The  Business  under  Consideration  are  the  Matters  at  Newcastle, 
&  y  Whore-Kill  ab'  Newcastle.  It  was  Order'd  that  no  person  in 
Delaware  be  permitted  to  Distill  there  but  such  as  give  in  their 
Names  to  the  Officers  at  Newcastle  and  from  them  to  receive  Ly- 
cences.  And  y'  they  pay  One  Guikr  SeaW  V  Cann  for  all  that  they 
shall  Distill  which  shall  go  towards  the  reparation  of  the  New- 
Block  House  or  Fort.  About  the  Whore-kill  it  was  Ordered  that 
what  is  passed  *&  granted  there  be  Confirmed  upon  y**  same  Condi- 
tions as  y-'  rest  of  y  hand,  w'"  the  i)rovisoe  y'  each  planter  be 
obliged  to  settle  upon  y^^  Land,  and  tliat  eacii  person  be  enjoined  to 
Settle  a  House  in  a  Town  to  be  appointed  near  them. 


PROPOSALLS  FROM  DELAWARE. 


Some  Hatters  to  he  tendered  to  the  Consideration  of  ])is  Honor  the 
Governor  &  Ms  Council  touching  the  Town  of  JV  Castle  tt  Planta- 
tions in  Delaicare  Eiver,  noic  under  his  E.  H'  Protection  and 
Oovernm'. 

That  the  Town  of  Newcastle  being  the  strength  of  the  River. 
&  only  capable  to  Defend  it.self  ag'  y^^  suddain  "\''iolence  and  Incur- 
sion of  y  Indians,  Ifs  humbly  left  to  Consideration  whether  the 
Inhitants  shou'd  not  have  some  more  than  ordinary  Incouragem'. 
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1. — As  first  that  a  Bluck  liouse  may  be  Erected  in  some  conve- 
nient Place  of  theTowji  wliere  a  Constant  Watch  maybe  kept  (now 
the  Fort  is  fall'ii  to  ruin  cS:  decay)  for  tlieir  Comon  Defence,  the  W'' 
will  cost  no  great  matter,  «fc  may  be  risen  at  y-  charge  &  expense  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  ct  Plantations  upon  y  River,  wlio  will 
not  be  backw^'  (if  any  Order  shall  be  issued  forth  for  it)  in  Con- 
tributing toW"*  y""  same. 

2. — That  no  Sloop  or  Vessell  from  this  or  any  other  place  coming 
to  Traffique  or  Trade  there  be  permitted  to  go  up  the  River  above 
the  Town,  W''  hath  of  late  been  only  so  tolerated,  for  that  it  Avill 
probably  be  the  ruin  of  y  Place  if  continued,  all  Trade  deserting 
them,  (3.)  &  those  y^  go  up,  receiving  ready  paym'  in  Peltry  or  Corn, 
for  their  Liquors  W^''  they  Sell  by  letail  av"'  y^  small  Measure,  or  for 
their  petty  Wares  the  Inhabitants  can  neitlier  be  paid. for  what 
formerly  hath  been  due  to  them,  nor  shall  be  capable  of  getting  a 
Livelyhood  hereafter. 

4. — That  the  Distilling  of  Strong  Liquors  out  of  Corn,  being  y' 
cause  of  a  great  Consumption  of  y"  Grain,  as  also  of  the  Debauchery 
and  Idleness  of  the  Inhitants,  from  whence  inevitably  w'ill  follow 
their  Poverty,  be  absolutely  prohibited  or  restrained. 

5. — That  the  number  of  A'ictuallers  or  Tappers  of  Strong.  Drink 
be  ascertain'd  y'  is  to  say,  Three  only  for  the  Town  and  some  few 
up  the  River  who  the  Officers  shall  think  fit  to  ap}>rove  of,  cS:  no 
more  than  will  be  found  convenient,  who  may  liave  Lycences  to  do 
tlie  same,  whereby  Disorders  will  be  prevented,  and  Travellers  have 
better  Accomodation. 

6. — That  (Jonstables  may  be  ap])ointed  to  keep  y'^  King's  Peace, 
who  shall  have  Staves  w'''^^  King's  Arms  upon  them,  asispractic'd 
in  y  rest  of  these  his  Royal  Higlniess  Dominions. 

7. — That  they  may  liave  y*^  King's  Arms  to  set  uj)  in  their  Courts 
of  Judicature,  y*^  w'''  as  well  as  of  y"  Staves,  they  will  be  at  y  Charge 
of  themselves. 

8. — Tliat  w'  Lands  tlie  Officers  there  have  made  Grants  of  for 
Xew  Plantacons.  being  Wast  implanted  Land,  &  y'  w"^  they  had  En- 
couragem'  to  do  by  yo''  Honor's  Predecess""  &  never  had  Order  to 
tlie  contrary,  may  be  Confirmed,  there  being  generally  care  had  for 
a  Moderation  therein. 

9. — That  several  Orders  past  at  &  about  the  time  of  y"  Tryal  of 
the  Long  Finn,  as  wellab' Publick  Charges  as  y*^  Whore-Kill  having 
Officers  subordinate  to  those  of  Newcastle,  as  also  for  Clearing  the 
Ilighwajs,  Maintaining  Fences,  &  other  matters  relating  to  tlie 
well  Governm^  of  that  place,  be  reinforced  by  yo''  Honor's  Appro- 
bation. 

10. — That  w^hereas  their  neighbors  of  Maryland  have  made  offer 
to  clear  the  one  half  of  the  way  between  M"^  Augustine  Herman's 
Plantacon  &  the  Town  of  Newcastle,  an  Order  may  be  issued  fortii 
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y'^^  those  of  Delaware  slioird  clear  y  other  half  next  to  them,  the 
w^''  will  be  no  gre  ;t  Labour  or  Charge,  and  may  ])rove  of  great  use 
*fe  benefit  for  Travelling  A:  Comerce. 

IL — That  some  person  may  be  ai)pointed  &  sworn  at  the  Town  of 
Newcastle  to  be  Corn  Meeter,  who  may  not  only  see  y"  Corn  duly 
Measured  but  prevent  the  Sending  thereof  abroad  so  foul  by  Order- 
ing it  to  be  well  cleansed.  »&  also  y'  the  s"'  Oflicer  have  an  Inspec- 
tion. &  do  View  their  Beef  cS:  Pork  that  it  Ije  well  Packed  and 
Merchantable. 

12.— That  tliere  being  a  Mill,  or  most  if  not  all  the  Appurtenances 
tliereunto  belonging  up  Delaware  River  at  the  Carcoons  Hook,  W^^ 
did  heretofore  api)ertain  to  the  Publick,  &  now  is  endeavoured  to 
be  Engrossed  by  some  particular  i)ersons  for  their  private  uses,  may 
be  recomended  to  be  taken  into  his  Royal  Highness,  or  his  Deputys 
hands,  by  whicli  some  Benefit  will  accrew,  and  being  kept  in  good 
repair,  will  be  of  a  publick  &  gen""'  good  to  the  Inhabitants. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  y''  14^''  day  of 
June  in  y  23'^  Year  of  His  Ma""  Reign  Anog  Domi  1671. 

In  Answer  to  the  Proposalls  deliver'd  in  by  Cap'  John  Carr,  the 
Cxovernor  &  Councell  do  give  their  Resolutions  as  followeth  (viz' ) 

1. — As  to  tlie  First  Branch  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  New- 
castle may  assure  themselves  of  ail  due  Encouragem' ;  And  what  is 
pro])osed  as  to  the  Erecting  of  a  Block  House  for  tlieir  Comon  De- 
fence, ifs  very  well  approved  of  :  The  Ofiicers  there  being  hereby 
authorized  to  prosecute  that  design,  by  enjoining  tlie  Inhabitants, 
&  others  concerned,  to  go  on  &  finish  the  same. 

2. — Tlie  Second  Proposal  is  likewise  granted,  that  no  Vessell  shall 
be  permitted  to  go  up  the  River  above  Newcastle  to  Trafiick,  but 
that  the  former  Orders  made  to  y"  contrary  be  put  in  execution. 

3. — To  the  Tiiird  It's  Ordered  that  no  person  in  Delaware  shall  be 
permitted  to  Distill  Liquors,  but  such  as  give  in  their  Names  to  the 
Officers  at  New  Castle,  from  whom  they  shall  have  Lycence  so  to 
do,  &  also  y  such  Distiller  shall  i)ay  or  cause  to  be  paid  One  Guilder 
F  Can.  for  all  Strong  Liquors  y-  tliey  shall  D  istill,  the  av ''  shall  go 
tow'^''  the  Reparacon  of  y'  New  Block-house  or  Fort,  or  some  other 
Publick  Work. 

4:5:0  : — As  to  what  is  proposed  in  the  4'*',  5"'  and  6'"  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  have  also  granted  what  is  therein  desired. 

7. — To  the  7""  the  Governor  doth  Allow  of  all  such  Grants  as  the 
Officers  at  Delaware  have  already  past,  And  doth  Order  y'  those 
now  Presented  by  Caj)'  Carr  &  M'  AVharton  have  Patents  of  Con- 
firmation, upon  tlie  same  terms  <Sz,  conditions  as  the  rest  of  the 
Planters  in  Delaware  River  under  His  Royal  Highness  Protection 
do  Enjoy  their  Land,  w"'  this  Condition  tiiat  each  Planter  shall  be 
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obliged  to  Settle  ui)on  tlie  Luiid  for  which  thev  have  Patents  iu 
some  convenient  time  to  be  ai)])oiuted  for  the  same;  And  likewise 
that  they  Maintain  a  Honse  Lott  in  y^  Town  or  Towns  intended  to 
be  Erected  for  their  mutnal  Defence,  to  w^"  thev  shall  be  nearest 
related. 

And  for  the  future  ifs  expected  before  anv  Grant  be  absolutelv 
made  there  by  the  Officers  that  the  Desires  of  all  such  Persons  who 
are  wiUm-  to  take  up  Land,  together  w">  the  Quantity  thereof  be 
tirst  Transmitted  to  the  Governor  here,  who  as  he  shall  see  cause 
will  issue  forth  an  Order  to  the  Surveyor  there  to  make  a  Survey 
thereof,  the  w-"  being  Certified  they  may  have  Patents  of  Confirma- 
tion for  the  same,  In  the  mean  time  the  Officers  are  to  give  Encour- 
agem'  to  any  sucli  persons  who  sliall  make  api)lications  unto  them 
for  Land,  who  may  withall  be  acquainted  with  this  Order. 

8.— To  the  8  "  It  is  Consented  unto,  that  tliose  Orders  made  at  the 
time  of  tlie  Tryal  of  tlie  Long  Finn  at  Newcastle  do  stand  good  & 
the  Official's  there  are  to  cause  tiiem  to  be  put  in  execution,  but 
withall  tiiey  are  to  return  hither  a  Duplicate  thereof,  whereby  it 
may  the  better  be  Adjudged  how  long  time  they  may  be  practicable. 

9.— To  the  9'"  about  Clearing  y-^  way  between  Newcastle,  &  M' 
Augustin  Herman's  Plantacon,  if  those  of  Marvland  are  willing  to 
do  their  part,  the  Officers  at  Newcastle  are  herebv  empower'd  to  en- 
join the  Inhabitants  at  Delaware  likewise  to  clear  their  proportion. 

10.— Tiie  lO-''  Proposal  is  found  very  convenient.  It  being  Con- 
sonant to  y^'  Laws  of  the  Governing  w-^''  in  that  case  ought  to  be  at- 
tended, ct  the  Officers  there  are  autiiorized  to  see  it  put  in  practice. 

11.— As  to  tiie  ir"  concerning  the  Mill,  as  also  one  pair  of  Mill 
stones  not  used,  but  lying  in  y  ■  Mud  oi-  Water,  It  is  Order'd  y'  care 
be  taken  for  the  Letting  out  the  s^  Mill  for  the  best  Advantage  to 
some  person  who  will  undertake  tlie  same,  &  that  tlie  Proffitt  thereof 
be  reserved  for  the  Publick,  &  for  the  Mill  Stones  not  used,  they  are 
to  be  taken  n\)  and  preserved  till  further  (Jrder. 

12.— To  the  12="  for  Selling  Liquors  or  Strong  Drink  to  v^'  Indians 
it's  left  to  y---  discretion  of  y^'  Officers  there  to  do  therein  as  shall  be 
thought  most  convenient. 

13.— To  the  13">  It  is  left  to  the  care  of  Cap'  Carr,  &  the  rest  of  the 
Officers  m  Newcastle  to  see  y'  the  Materialls  in  the  Fort  be  pre- 
served in  the  best  maner  they  shall  think  fitt,  who  have  likewise 
liberty  to  dispose  of  such  of  them  towards  tiie  Erecting  of  the  New 
Fort  or  Block-house  as  there  shall  be  occasion. 

14.— Lastly  as  to  the  Tenure  of  the  Land  at  Delaware,  It  is  to  be 
held  in  free  dc  comon  Soccage  as  his  Royal  Highness  by  His  Ma''<^^ 
Patent  holds  all  his  Territories  in  America,  that  is  to  sav  according 
to  the  Custom  of  the  Manner  of  East  Greenwich,  only  w'"  this  Pro! 
visoe  that  they  likewise  pay  the  Quit  Rents,  reserved  in  their  several 
Patents,  as  an  AcknowledgnV  to  his  Royal  Higlmess. 
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COMISSION  FOR  M^  WALTER  WHARTON  TO  BE 
SURVEYOR  GEN^"  AT  DELAWARE. 


Francis  Lovelace  Esq''  &c.: 

Whereas  it  Imtli  been  Customary,  &  is  thoiight  very  convenient 
that  some  known  person  skilful!  in  the  Mathematicks  and  well  un- 
derstandinf;^  in  the  Art  of  Surveying  sliou'd  be  appointed  and  Sworn 
Surveyor  to  Measure  or  Lay  out  Lands  or  Lotts  of  Ground  in  JJela- 
wai'e  River,  w^''  shall  at  any  time  be  Ordered  by  me,  As  for  any  pri- 
vate person  there  under  his  R:  H*^:  Protection  who  shall  employ  him 
for  the  better  Ascertaining  the  Limitts  and  Bounds  of  Lands  or 
Houses  between  one  person  and  another,  and  having  conceived  a 
good  opinion  of  the  Capacity,  Integrity  and  Ability  of  Mr.  Walter 
Wharton  for  that  Employment :  I  Have  therefore  thouglit  fit  to 
Nominate  Constitute  and  A])point  him  the  said  M""  Walter  Wharton 
to  be  Surveyor  Gen"  in  Delaware  River,  that  is  to  say,  of  the  West- 
ern Side  of  the  said  River  now  under  his  Royall  Highness's  Gov- 
ernm'  and  Protection,  hereby  disannulling  and  revoking  any  other  or 
former  Grant  of  that  Employment  formerly  given  or  made  to  any 
other  Person  or  Persons;  Giving  and  Granting  unto  him  the  said 
Surveyor  all  the  Profltts  advantages  and  priviledges  unto  the  said 
Office  and  Employment  belonging  or  in  any  wise  api)ertaining.  He 
behaving  himself  therein  Conf  ormal)le  to  the  Customes  and  practices 
of  Surveyors,  and  observing  such  Orders  and  Instructions  as  from 
time  to  time  he  shall  receive  from  me  for  the  better  carrying  on  of 
that  Employment. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seale  at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke  this 
17">  dav  of  June  in  the  23'^  Year  of  his  Ma'"^'  Reign  Anog  Domi  1671. 

FRAN:  LOVELACE. 


At  a  Council  held  in  the  Fort  the  21"'  June  1671. 
Present — The  Governor. 
M'  Steenyck. 
The  Secretary. 
The  flatter  first  under  Consideration,  is  the  Business  of  Delaware 
about  granting  Patents  there. 

Cap'  Carr  declares  that  Governor  Nicolls  gave  the  Officers  order 
to  make  Grants  of  Land  to  those  that  would  Plant  there,  which  be- 
ing remitted  to  the  Governor  he  was  pleased  to  give  Patents  for  them . 
The  Signing  of  Patents  for  thosa  Parts  concluded  on. 
An  Order  also  relating  the  (rrant  to  ^NP  Mills,  the  which  is  to  Ex- 
tend oidy  to  the  Whorekill  Lands,  though  mentioned  Parts  Adja- 
cent, ou  tlie  South  side  of  the  Whore-Kills. 
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At  a  Coimcil  held  at  Fort  James  Sep'  20'"  1671 . 

Pkesent — The  Governor. 

M'  Mayor  ^  ^ 

M'  Steernvyck.  }  The  Secretary  of  N  ew  lork. 

Governor  Phillip  Carterett.  )  ^^  ^^^^,  j^^.^^^ 

Cap'  James  Carterett  > 

\ 

The  occasion  of  the  present  Iileeting  is  the  Letter  brought  from 

M''  Toms,  by  Peter  Alricks  about  the  murder  of  two  Christians 
(Dutclmien)  killed  by  some  Indians  at  the  Island  Matiniconk  in 
Delaware  river, 

Peter  Alricks  being  present  relates  to  the  truth  of  the  Murder, 
upon  which  he  is  Examined,  He  Saith,  the  whole  Nation  of  ihe  In- 
dians of  whom  these  Murderers  are,  consists  of  about  ou.  or  GO  Per- 
sons. All  the  Mischeifs  committed  in  Delaware  these  7  Years  by 
Murder  and  otherwise,  are  said  to  be  done  by  them. 

The  Indians  their  Confederates  (  as  it's  supposed  they  will  be  if  a 
Warr  follow)  with  this  Nation  of  the  Murderers  may  be  about  a 
Thousand  Persons  besides  Women  and  Cliildren. 

The  Names  of  the  Two  Murderers,  are  Tashiowycam,  and  AVy wa- 
annattamo. 

Peter  Alricks  Declares  that  two  of  the  Saggamores  of  tiie  Nation 
of  the  Murderers,  promised  their  best  Assistance  to  bring  in  the 
Murd*ers,  or  procnire  them  to  be  knockt  ith'  head,  if  it  miglit  be 
Allowed  by  y  Governor. 

Many  other  Indians  that  he  met  upon  the  road  did  very  much  dis- 
allow the  Murder,  and  w^re  very  sorry  for  it,  and  ottered  their  As- 
sistance against  them  likewise,  only  the  difficulty  was.  tiiat  there 
were  Seven  of  these  Indians,  Men  of  the  same  Stock,  that  if  the  two 
shou'd  be  Seized,  the  other  Five  wou'd  seek  to  be  revenged.  So  it 
was  unsafe. 

Divers  other  Discourses  between  him  and  the  Indians  he  related 
as  to  this  matter.  The  proposal  to  have  the  murdrers  destroy "d  was 
to  cause  a  Ihinticoy  to  be  held,  and  in  the  midst  of  their  mirth, 
that  then  one  shou'd  be  hired  to  knock  them  ith'  head.  This  by 
the  Sachem.  Peter  Alricks  saith,  the  proper  Time  to  set  upon  this 
Nation  of  the  Murderers  is  witliiu  a  Month  from  this  Time,  for 
after  that  they'l  break  off  their  keeping  Together  in  a  Town,  &  go 
a  hunting,  so  be  separated  and  not  to  be  foimd,  but  now  tlie  Danger 
is  of  their  Destroying  the  Corn  and  Catt'e  of  y  Christians.  The 
occasion  of  tlie  murder  is  said  to  be  that  Tashiowycans  Sister  dy- 
ing, he  exiirest  great  Grief  for  it  and  said  the  Manetto  hath  kill'd 
my  Sister,  &  I  will  go  and  kill  tiie  Christians,  so  taking  another  w"" 
him  he  went  and  executed  tiiis  Barbarous  Fact. 

Tlie  next  meeting  Agreed  to  be  at  Elizabeth  Town. 
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SOME     RESOLVES     AB'    THE     LATE     MURTIIER    OF    2 
CHRISTIANS  AT  MUTIXICONCK  BY  THE  INDIANS. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  hij  the  Governor  e)f 

these  his  lioyal  Highness  his  Territories  and  the  Governor  of  Neic 

Jersey  the  2'>"'  day  of  September  1671. 

Upon  Consideration  liad  of  tlie  Barbarous  Murder  comitted  by 
some  Indians  on  the  East  side  of  tlie  Delaware  River  upon  2  Ciiris- 
tians  at  Matiniconck  Island,  It  is  mutually  resolved  and  concluded 
on  as  follows. 

Tliat  Tliomas  Lewis  now  bound  with  his  Sloop  for  Newcastle  in 
Delaware  River  be  stayVl  from  his  intended  voyage  for  the  space  of 
8  or  4  days,  wiien  M""  Peter  Alricks  and  M'  Henry  Courturier  will 
be  ready  to  go  w"'  him.  Tluit  in  y-'  meantime  some  Gen""  instruc- 
cons  be  drawn  u\)  for  them  to  take  along  w""  them  in  order  to  y-' 
managem'  of  Affairs  there  in  this  p'sent  Juncture  of  time. 

The  Govern'  of  New  Jersey  &  Cap'  James  Carteret  ( tlien  also 
present )  being  desired  that  tliey  wou'd  give  Order  for  a  Gen^"  As- 
sembly to  be  call'n  in  y^^  Governm'  (according  their  Constitution 
upon  all  Emergent  Occasions )  so  as  to  have  an  Ace'  of  their 
Strength.  &  to  know  their  readiness  if  occasion  shou'd  require,  and 
how  farr  they  will  be  willing  to  contribute  towards  the  Prosecution 
of  a  AVarr  ag'  the  Indians  :  They  very  readily  gave  their  Consent 
thereunto,  and  ])romise  to  do  it  w"'  all  Expedition. 

That  a  General  and  frequent  Correspondence  be  kept  between  tlie 
2  Governm'"  upon  all  occasions,  more  ]iarticularly  at  this  present 
time,  and  that  nothing  be  done  in  this  Business  about  the  Prosecu- 
tion of  the  Indians  without  a  mutual  Advice  and  Consent  of  both 
the  Governors,  unless  ujjon  some  extraordinary  opportunity  w''*' 
may  present,  where  some  advantage  against  the  Enemy  may  sud- 
denly be  taken  before  notice  can  be  given.  That  in  the  meantime 
Henry  the  Loaper  who  brought  M""  Tom's  Letter  from  Delaware 
about  the  murther,  be  forthwith  dispatcht  back  thither  again , 
with  an  Answer  thereunto. 


LRE  FROM  THE  GOVERN^  to  M^  TOM  AT  DELxiWARE. 


Septem:  2G'"  1G71. 
^M""  Tom  :  I  rec'  yo'  Lre  of  y-  lo''  Sepf  1G71 :  by  Ilendrick  Ix)aper, 
wherein  you  give  me  an  Acco'  of  the  Barbarous  Murder  of  2  Chris- 
tians on  Mantinicock  Island  bv  the  Neighbour  Indians.     I  must 
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confesi  I  was  much  stai'tled  at  the  Narrative,  &  the  rather  in  regard 
Cap'  Carr  had  jjiven  me  lateh-  so  full  an  Assurance,  that  all  thinjis 
between  you  and  the  Indians  were  so  firmly  Settled,  tliat  there  was 
hardly  any  room  left  for  any  Distrust  or  Jealousy  of  them,  betwixt 
yuu  and  them,  much  less  that  so  suddenly  after  tliey  shou'd  break  out 
into  tliese  unheard  of  Cruelties  and  villanons  Murthers,  which  as 
their  Crimes  have  no  Tarrelel,  so  I  am  assured  the  Vengeance  of  God 
will  never  forsake  us  till  we  avenge  ihe  Blood  of  y"  Inocent  on  y 
Contrivers  Heads ;  Had  my  Directions  been  bravely  and  vigorously 
followed  by  you  in  the  last  sad  accident,  I  doubt  not  but  it  wou'd  have 
prevented  this,  &  pray  God  this  Sin  be  not  laid  now  to  your  charge. 
I  shall  by  this  conveyance  transmitt  but  little  to  you  in  regard  I 
know  not  how  and  when  it  may  arrive  you,  but  I  reserve  my  more 
ample  Instrucons,  w^''  I  will  Send  by  Peter  Alrick,  who  to-morrow 
will  imbarque  in  Tom  the  Irishman  ;  However  if  this  arrives  you 
first,  I  won VI  have  you  to  pretermitt  no  Time,  but  to  bethink  how 
a  Warr  may  be  prosecuted  on  these  Yillaines ;  And  in  regard  it  will 
require  sometime,  till  all  Things  V>e  brought  in  order  to  the  best  Ad- 
vantage of  compassing  our  Design,  I  think  it  requisite  that  all  the 
Frontier  scattering  Plantacons  be  ordered  impdiately  to  thrash  out 
or  remove  all  their  Corne,  as  likewise  their  Cattle,  that  so  they  may 
receive  the  less  damage  by  the  effects  of  the  Warr  w="  will  ensue; 
Next  tiiat  none  (on  pain  of  Deatli)  presume  to  Sell  any  Powder,  Shot, 
or  Strong  AVaters  to  tlie  Indians,  and  that  in  tiiemean  time  you  carry 
(if  practicable)  a  seeming  Complacency  with  that  Nation  by  either 
Treaty  or  Trafick,  that  so  they  may  have  the  less  mistrust  t>f  our  in- 
tended Designes,  but  if  it  can  be  so  contrived  that  that  Nation  will 
either  Deliver  up  the  Murtherers  to  you  or  their  Heads,  you  have  then 
liberty  to  Assure  that  Nation  of  no  Disturbance  till  I  am  acquainted 
therewith.  The  Governor  of  New  Jersey  and  Cap'  James  Carteret 
are  acquainted  with  all  our  Resolutions,  who  this  day  repairs  from 
hence  to  his  own  Governm'  to  Settle  all  Things  in  Order  to  the 
bringing  those  Villaines  to  Condign  Punishm'.  He  is  very,  hearty 
and  zealous  in  that  Affair,  and  I  am  assured  we  may  depend  on  a 
handsome  and  considerable  supply  and  assistance  from  him;  I 
charge  you  let  me  hear  from  you  on  all  immergent  Occasions,  «&  be- 
think yourselves  of  prosecuting  a  Warr,  and  therefore  make  the  best 
preparations  in  order  to  it ;  If  a  good  Work  were  thrown  about  Ma- 
tinicock  House,  &  that  stregthnedw'"  a  considerable  Guard,  it  wou'd 
be  an  admirable  Frontier,  &  from  thence  we  might  proceede  to  an 
Execution  when  all  things  are  in  readiness  thereto ;  I  am  sorry  to 
hear  Caj)"^  Carr  is  so  ill  as  you  relate  him,  1  hope  lie  may  in  some 
reasonable  time  recover  Strength  enough  to  follow  this  Affair,  w'"* 
if  at  this  time  I  liadnot  so  many  different  and  considerable  Affaires 
to  dispath  you  siiou'd  not  have  received  a  Letter  from  me,  but  my 
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own  Person.    1  have  nothinfr  more  at  present  to  add  but  to§<issure 
you  that  I  am  your  very  affectionate  Friend. 

FllANClS  LOA^ELACE. 


FORT  JAMES  XEW  YORK  SEPTEMBER  ¥<■  28'"  1G71. 


Cap'  Caek  :  M""  Tom  lias  render "d  your  sick  condition  so  to  me 
that  1  was  disliearted  to  direct  my  L''^  to  you  av"^^''  I  last  sent  for  fear 
it  shouxl  not  have  found  you  in  this  World;  However  having  pro- 
mised to  write  to  you  by  Tom  the  Irishman,  I  shall  now  cancell 
that  Obligation ;  By  the  Exi)ress  I  return'd  I  gave  a  full  and  satis- 
factory Answer  to  that  Letter  M"^  Tom  sent  me  concerning  the 
barbarous  Murder  of  those  '2  pot)r  Christians.  &  though  I  })romised 
to  send  you  by  this  fuller  Instructions,  yet  I  did  not  apprehend  I 
should  be  so  copious  in  that  letter,  as  at  last  it  prov'd,  &  therefore 
having  advised  w"'  the  Uuplicate  (aV''  I  send  you  here  enclosed)  I 
lind  little  Additions  to  be  attixt;  And  therefore  till  I  receive  fresher 
Information  from  you,  you  may  guide  yourselves  by  those  rules  I 
then  i)rescribed.  But  in  regard  it  will  be  imi^ossible  for  me  &  the 
Council  at  this  distance  to  direct  you  i)unctually  in  this  Affair  liow 
you  shall  steer  yo'  Course,  we  must  therefore  reserve  that  to  yo" 
prudent  Managery  In  W'  I  wou'd  have  you  always  to  take  deliber- 
ate Advise  from  the  Comissaries  before  you  put  in  practice  any  of 
your  intended  Designs,  and  be  sure  on  all  occasions  to  advertise  me 
of  your  Motions.  Let  not  the  people  tiatter  themselves  w'"  any 
hopes  of  an  Accomodation  in  patching  up  a  present  peace,  for  the 
perfidious  dealing  of  the  former  Sachems,  has  now  sufficiently 
Awaken 'd  a'=  English  Hono""  (w''''  I  hope  will  never  be  sullyed)  to 
bring  them  to  a  full  Satisfaction  for  that  Christian  Blood  so  lately 
spilt. 

The  Govern''  of  New  Jersey  is  stept  into  the  Work,  And  in  order 
thereto  has  now  called  an  Assembly,  the  good  effects  whereof  by 
the  next  you  shall  more  largely  luiderstand,  in  the  meantime  omit 
no  opportunity,  and  if  you  can  find  such  an  advantage  on  the 
Enemy  as  (in  all  humane  probability)  you  may  promise  yo'"selves  a 
good  Success,  In  God's  name  prosecute  it,  and  God  bless  you.  We 
liave  had  an  Indian  or  two  from  tiiose  parts,  who  declare  y'  that 
Nation  is  in  great  apprehension  of  us.  &  look  on  themselves  as  lost. 
They  have  tamjjered  w"'  some  other  Nations  to  assist  them,  but 
have  been  totally  refused.  My  Service  to  all  o'  Friends.  A:  fail  not 
to  let  me  hear  froan  you.    Yo'  affectionate  Friend. 

FR  :  LOVELACE. 
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PASS  FOR  THOMAS  LEWIS  HIS  SLOOP  TO  DELAWARE. 
SEPTEMBER  Y^  29'"  167L 


Permit  and  Suffer  the  Sloop  tlie  Royal  Oak  whereof  Thomas 
Lewis  is  Master,  to  pass  out  of  this  port  w"'  her  Goods,  Loading 
and  Company  to  Newcastle  in  Delaware  Bay,  and  (at  this  particu- 
lar Juncture  of  time)  from  thence  to  go  up  the  river  to  Trade  and 
Traffick  as  the  said  Masters  occasions  shall  require,  notwithstand- 
ing any  General  Order  or  proliibition  heretofore  made  to  tlie  con- 
trary. Given  under  my  Hand  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  this  29'" 
day  of  Sept^  1671. 

FRANCIS  LOVELACE. 

To  all  whom  this  mat  concern. 


Att  a  Council  held  by  Mutual  Agreem'  at  Elizabeth  Town  in  New 
Jersey  by  y*"  Govern"^  of  his  Royal  Highness  Territories,  and  the 
Governor  under  the  Lords  Proprietors  of  the  Province  of  New 
Jersey  the  T""  day  of  Novemb'  in  the  23"'  Year  of  his  Majesties 
Reign  Anog  Domi  1671. 

Present —        Governo'  Lovelace. 
Govern  Carteret, 
M"^  Steenwyck, 
M"'  Tho'  Lovelace, 
Cap'  Berry, 
M""  De  La  Praire, 
M"^  Pardon, 
M""  Nicolls. 
Upon  serious  and  mature  Consideracon  of  what  hath  been  re- 
turned by  tlie  Officers  of  Delaware  in  Answe'  to  the  late  Orders 
sent  thither,  concerning  the  barbarous  Murder  comitted  by  some 
Indians  on  the  East  side  of  that  River  upon  two  (christians  at  Mati- 
niconck  Island,  It  is  Resolved  and  concluded  upon  as  follows. 

Inp"':  That  the  present  Season  of  the  Year  is  not  a  fitting  Time  to 
Comence  a  Warr  w">  the  Indians  who  shall  take  part  w""  the  Mur- 
derers, as  well  for  the  Reasons  given  in  writing  from  the  Ofticers  at 
Delaware,  as  for  other  causes  debated  in  Council ;  so  that  the  pres- 
ent intended  Expedition  thither  is  deferr'd  until  a  more  convenient 
Opportunity.  Tliat  in  the  mean  time  all  Endeavoures  be  used  by 
Persons  in  Authority  in  Delaware  to  have  the  Murderers  brought 
in  either  dead  or  alive, for  the  Accomplishing  whereof  if  any  reward 
shall  be  proposed  or  promised  by  tlie  said  Officers  for  the  bringing 
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them  in,  the  same  shall  he  punctually  made  good.  And  for  that  it 
may  so  happen  tliat  the  Malet'act'"  by  some  Stratagem  or  otherways 
may  be  taken  alive,  a  Comission  shall  be  forthwith  granted  by  his 
Royal  Highness  Govern'  &  herewith  sent  emiiowering  and  authoriz- 
ing the  Officers  and  Magistrates  who  shall  therein  be  named  to 
bring  them  to  condigne  Punishm'  by  putting  the  s'  Murderers  to 
Death  in  the  most  publick  and  Shameful  niiiner,  that  may  be,  so  to 
strike  a  Terror  and  Consternation  in  the  rest  of  the  Indians  who 
shall  see  or  hear  of  the  same. 

3.  Whereas  some  Resolutions  and  Orders  have  been  lately  made 
at  Delaware,  of  their  Intentions  to  retire  into  Towns  for  their 
better  safety  and  Security  against  the  Indians  in  case  of  a  Warr. 
the  s'^  resolutions  are  very  well  approv'd  of:  And  it  is  Order'd  that 
at  their  best  and  soonest  Convenience  they  be  put  in  Execucon  ac- 
cordingly. 

4.  The  like  resolution  proposed  as  to  Matinicock,  and  it  being  a 
Frontier  place,  it  is  also  Alowed  and  approv'd  of,  and  shall  be 
done  at  the  flrst  convenient  time  and  season. 

5.  It  is  also  Ordered,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Newcastle,  and 
parts  adjacent  upon  Delaware  river  be  digested  into  several  Com- 
panies as  the  Towns  and  Number  of  Men  will  permitt;  And  upon 
return  of  the  Names  of  the  Officers  that  shall  be  chosen  amongst 
them  to  liave  the  Command  of  such  Companies  they  shall  have 
Comissions  for  their  respective  Emiiloyments  under  iiis  ]\Ia""  Obe- 
dience. In  the  mean  time  those  Officers  that  shall  be  chosen,  are 
to  Act  and  proceed  witli  Allowances  till  they  be  confirmed. 

G.  That  every  Person  that  can  bear  Armes  from  1(5  to  6(i  years  of 
Age,  be  always  provided  with  a  convenient  projiortion  of  Powder 
and  Bullet  fit  for  Service  and  their  mutual  Defence,  upon  a  Penalty 
for  their  Neglect  herein  to  be  imposed  by  the  Comission  Officers  in 
Coiuand  according  to  Law. 

7.  That  the  Quantity  or  proportion  of  Powder  &  Shot,  to  be  ad- 
judged competent  for  each  i)erson,  be  at  least  One  Pound  of  Powder 
and  Two  Pound  of  Bullet,  And  if  the  Inhabitants  in  the  river  shall 
not  be  found  sufficiently  provided  for  with  Armes,  his  royal  Highness 
Governor  is  willing  to  furnisli  them  out  of  the  Magazine  or  Stores, 
they  being  Accomptable  tte  paying  for  what  they  shall  receive  to  the 
Governor  or  his  Order. 

8.  That  tlie  Places  where  the  Townships  upon  the  river  shall  be  kept 
be  appointed  and  Agreed  upon  by  the  Schout,  Comissaryes,  &  the 
rest  of  the  Ofiicers  there,  accordingly  to  their  Proposal  sent,  as  also 
where  Block  Houses  and  Places  of  Defence  shall  be  erected  as  well 
in  the  Town  as  in  the  river. 

9.  That  all  former  Proi)ibic6ns  of  Selling  Powder  ^:  Amunition  to 
the  Indians  under  what  penalty  soever,  be  suspended,  or  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Officers  as  they  shall  see  occasion  until  further  Order. 
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10.  That  no  Corn  or  Provissions  be  transported  out  of  Delaware, 
unles  that  w'^''  is  already  onboard,  or  intended  to  be  shipt  in  the 
sloop  of  Thomas  Lewis  (now  in  that  river)  for  the  w"''  he  shall  have 
a  special  Licence  or  Permitt,  until  further  Order., 

11.  That  the  Officers  &  Magistrates  at  Delaware  be  hereby  im- 
powerd  &  authorized  to  treat  w"'  the  Neighbour  Indians  of  the  Sus- 
quehanos  or  others  to  join  together  against  the  Murderers  and  such  as 
shall  harbour  them  or  take  their  part,  if  occasion  shall  require,  &  to 
promise  them  such  reward  as  they  shall  think  fit.  Provided  it  be 
done  with  great  privacy  and  caution,  so  that  no  sudden  Jealousy  be 
given  to  the  persons  intended  to  be  prosecuted  or  their  Confederates. 

12.  And  Lastly  that  the  aforerecited  Officers  and  Magistrates 
upon  all  emergent  occasions  do  take  care  by  all  means  that  shall 
present  as  well  as  by  Expresses  to  give  an  Ace'  hither  of  what  from 
Time  to  Time  shall  happen  there  in  relation  to  this  matter  w"''  said 
Expresses  and  Messengers  shall  be  well  and  duly  Satisfied  for  their 
pains  and  trouble. 


COMISSION  GIVEN  TO  THE  OFFICERS  AT  DELAWARE 
TO  TRY  AND  PUT  TO  DEATH  THE  INDIAN  MUR- 
THERERS  IF  TAKEN  OR  APPREHENDED. 


AVhekeas  there  hath  been  lately  committed  a  barbarous  and 
horrid  Murder  upon  the  persons  of  2  Christians  at  Matiniconck  Is- 
lujid  in  Delaware  River  by  two  Indians  well  known  in  those  parts, 
for  the  which  they  have  deserved  Death ,  &  since  several  ways  and 
meanes  have  been  &  still  are  Ordered  to  be  endeavored  for  the  ap- 
prehending &  taking  the  said  Murderers  alive  (if  possible)  the 
which  may  suddenly  happen,  &  it  being  not  thought  safe  to  keep 
them  in  prison  so  long  till  notice  thereof  be  given  hither,  but  rather 
that  speedy  Justice  and  Execution  be  done  upon  them  ;  1  have 
therefore  by  and  with  the  Advice  of  my  Councel  thought  fit  to  Au- 
thorize and  appoint,  &  by  these  presents  do  Autliorize  &  ap- 
point the  present  Officers  and  Magistrates  in  Newcastle  and  Dela- 
ware River,  or  any  four  of  them  to  be  a  special  Court  of  Oyer  & 
Terminer,  to  Call  the  s"*  Malefactors  before  them,  &  if  by  proof 
or  Confession  tliey  shall  be  found  guilty,  that  they  receive  the  Sen- 
tence of  Death,  fortliwith  to  be  put  in  Execution,  And  for  what 
they  or  any  four  of  them  shall  lawfully  Act  and  do  in  ])rosecution 
of  tliis  my  Comission ;  this  shall  be  to  them  or  any  of  them  a  suffi- 
cient Warrant  &  Discharge. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Sealed  with  the  Seal  of  the  Provinces 
at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke  this  ninth  day  of  November  in  the 
23^''  Year  of  his  Ma"^'  reign  Anog  Domi  1671. 
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THOMAS  LEWIS  BEING  STOPT  (WITH  IIIS  SLOOP)  AT 
DELAWARE  IS  HEREBY  FREED  AND  HATH  LIBERTY 
TO  RETURN  &C. 


Whereas  Thomas  Lewis  had  my  pass  Port  to  Sail  w"'  liis  Sloop 
to  Newcastle  in  Delaware,  with  License  from  thence  to  go  up  the 
river  to  Trade  and  Trafficke  as  liis  Occasions  shou'd  require  (at 
this  particular  Juncture  of  Time)  notwithstanding  any  general 
Order  or  prohibition  heretofore  made  to  the  contrary ;  And  the 
said  Thomas  Lewis  being  now  in  the  said  River  with  his  Sloop, 
where  he  is  stojit  Ijy  Order  from  the  Officers  there,  Tliese  are  to 
Order  that  the  Stop  be  taken  off  the  said  Sloop,  y-  said  Thomas 
Lewis  for  this  present  Voyage  having  Liberty  to  return  back  to 
this  Port  with  his  Sloop  &  Loading,  whetlier  of  Corn,  provision,  or 
Merchandize  without  any  furtlier  Let,  Hindrance  or  Molestation. 

Given  «fcc  this  9""  of  November  1671. 

FRAN:  LOVELACE. 

To  the  Officers  at  Delaware  or  wliom  else  this  may  concern. 


LRE  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR,  TO  CAP'  CARR  AT 
DELAWARE,  DATED  NOVEMBER  9'"  1G71. 


Fort  James  the  10'*"  November  1671. 
Cap'  Carr:  The  backwardness  of  the  Inliabitants  in  Delaware, 
has  put  a  stop  to  the  forwardness  of  those  in  New  Jersey  who  were 
ready  with  a  handsome  party  to  have  stept  in  the  Work  to  bring 
the  Murderers  to  Condign  punishment.  And  truly  I  was  much 
ashamed  to  see  such  an  Infant  Plantation  to  out  strip  us,  who 
should  have  been  rather  an  Exarai)le  to  otiiers  then  to  follow  them, 
especially  having  tlie  Countenance  of  a  Garrison  to  boote,  &  you 
the  princii>al  Officer,  what  Acco'I  shall  give  to  his  Royal  Highness 
of  this  Remissness  I  know  not,  other,  but  to  lay  the  blame  where  it 
justly  is  due ;  For  you  to  receive  the  Duke's  pay  constantly,  &  the 
Appearance  of  Soldiers,  and  to  let  the  Fort  run  so  universally  to 
decay,  &  not  employing  them  in  the  Reparacons  when  tliey  did  no 
Duty,  is  but  just  a  ])erfect  Reut-Charge  to  the  Duke;  For  it  is  not 
reasonable  that  his  Royal  IP"  should  be  at  y"^  Charge,  only  to  Allow 
you  a  Sallary,  I'c  Soldiers,  and  no  Fruits  appear  of  their  Labour  ^: 
Industry ;  Tis  otherwise  so  at  Albany,  which  Garrison  in  no  respect 
exceeds  yo"  and  yet  Salisbury  with  his  Men  have  made  shift  to  re- 
fortify  thut  place  very  secure ;  Besides  the  Inhabitants  not  so  mucli 
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as  digested  into  any  Military  Form,  nor  half  of  them  Armed,  though 
you  have  had  anually  Monitors  of  the  Murthers  comitted  on  your 
Inhabitants;  Believe  me,  this  Remissness  will  one  day  be  call'd 
upon,  and  how  you  will  Answer  it  you  best  know,  though  I  fear. 

What  hath  now  been  concluded  on  will  be  brought  to  you  by 
Peter  Aldrick,  to  whicli  I  expect  a  punctual  compliance  at  your 
peril.  I  intend  early  in  the  Spring  to  be  with  you,  by  which  time  I 
hope  you  will  contrive  it  so  that  the  Murderers  may  be  brought  in 
dead  or  alive,  and  likewise  the  former  Murderers  of  the  Woman  <fc 
Children  at  the  Parde  Hook,  something  must  be  done  considerably 
to  w^ipe  off  that  Stain  of  yo^  Remissness,  or  I  canot  now  determine 
w^hat  Penalties  may  ensue,  I  have  both  formerly  and  now  trans- 
mitted all  the  Insolency  of  the  Indians  to  his  Royal  Highnesse, 
whose  Ansvv  I  expect,  till  when  I  say  no  more  on  that  subject.  I 
am 

Yo''  Loveing  Friend 

FRA:  LOVELACE. 
My  Love  to  all  o""  Friends. 


A  WARRANT  REQUIRING  ALL  PERSONS  TO  BE  AS 
SISTING  TO  HENDRICK  DE  LOPER  IN  HIS  PASSAGE 
TO  NEWCASTLE  UPON  DELAWAllE 


These  are  to  require  all  Persons  w'*"  in  this  Governm*  whom  tliis 
may  concern,  &  to  desire  all  others  y'  Hendrich  Drooge  Strait  als 
De  Loper  of  this  City  as  he  shall  have  occasion  to  pass  Delaware 
River  dowji  to  Newcastle,  or  back  again  towards  this  place,  haying 
Letters  &  Dispatches  of  publick  concern,  that  they  give  him  their 
best  assistance  to  Transport  him  by  Boat  or  Canoo  as  occasion  shall 
require,  And  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  tlieir  Warrant. 

Given  &c.  this  24'^"  day  of  November  167L 

R'  Hono"'^ 

FRAN:  LOVELACE. 


COPY  OF   THE   LRE   SENT  FROM   M^  TOM  OF 

DELAWARE   TO  HIS    HONOR  THE 

GOVERNOR. 


About  11  days  since  that  M'  Alrick  came  fi-om  New  Yorke,  the 

Indians  desire  to  speak  w^"  us  once  more  concerning  the  Murtherers 

whereupon  they  Sent  for  me  to  Peter  Rambers,  where  comins  thev 

39— Vol.  V.  -^ 
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faithfully  promised  within  the  time  of  six  days  to  bring  in  the  Mur- 
derers dead  or  alive,  whereupon  they  sent  out  two  Indians  to  the 
Stoutest  to  brine:  liim  in.  not  doubting  easily  to  take  the  other,  lie 
being  an  Indian  of  little  Courage;  but  the  least  Indian  getting 
knowledge  of  the  design  of  the  Sachems  ran  to  Advise  his  Fellow, 
&  advised  liim  to  run,  or  else  they  shou'd  be  botli  killed;  who 
Answered  him  he  was  not  ready  but  in  the  Morning  wou'd  go  with 
him  to  the  Magues.  &  advised  him  to  go  to  the  next  House  for  fear 
of  suspition,  which  he  did.  and  the  two  Indians  coming  to  his  House 
at  Night,  the  one  being  his  great  Friend,  he  asked  him  if  he  wou'd 
kill  him  who  Answered  no;  But  the  Sachems  have  Ordered  you  to 
dye,  whereupon  he  demanded  what  his  Brothers  said,  who  Answered 
they  say  the  like ;  Tlien  lie  holding  his  hands  before  his  Eyes  said 
Kill  me:  whereu|)on  this  Indian  that  comes  with  Cockee  shot  him 
with  two  Bullets  in  the  Breast,  &  gave  him  two  or  three  Cutts  w^""  a 
Bill  on  the  head,  &  brought  him  downe  to  Wickakee  from  whence 
we  shall  carry  him  tomorrow  to  Newcastle,  there  to  hang  him  in 
Chains;  for  which  we  gave  to  the  Sachems  five  Match  Coats,  w'^'^ 
M^  Aldrick  paid  then,  when  the  other  Indian  heard  the  Shott  in  the 
night  naked  as  he  was  he  ran  into  the  Woods,  But  this  Sachem 
promised  to  bring  the  other  alive ;  for  which  we  have  promised  them 
three  Match  Coats.  The  Indians  brought  a  great  many  of  their 
Youngmen  with  them,  &  there  before  us  they  openly  told  them, 
that  now  they  saw  a  Begining,  &  all  that  did  the  like  shou'd  be 
Serv'd  in  the  same  maner.  They  promis'd  before  them  &  us,  y'  if  any 
other  Murther  were  comitted  by  the  Indians  upon  the  Christians,  y' 
they  wou'd  bring  the  Murderers  to  us:  How  to  believe  this  we  know 
not,  but  the  Sachems  seem  to  desire  no  Warr,  We  have  promised 
them  y'  yo'  Hono''  will  be  over  in  the  Spring,  &  y'  when  yo''  Hono"" 
comes,  yo''  Honor  will  bring  over  Thirty  or  Forty  Horse,  w"  they 
need  not  fear,  for  y'  yo""  Hono''  will  not  trouble  them  if  they  hold  the 
Peace,  but  enter  into  a  Treaty  w""  them,  The  Stoppage  of  the  Letter 
caused  y'  yo''  Hon''  had  not  Tidings  by  Tho"  Lewis.  1  shall  not  now 
give  yo'  Honor  any  further  trouble  at  present,  imtill  further  Occur- 
ences but  remain  R'  Hono''''^^ 

Your  Honors  most  humble  Serv' 

W'"  TOM. 

We  have  ])romised  the  Indians  that  come  over  with  these  Letters 
each  a  Match  Coat,  &  a  Cleat  Cloatli,  w-"''  we  desire  yo""  Honor  to 
pay  there;  The  reason  y^  we  jiromised  is.  That  Cocks  was  unwilling 
to  go  over  in  tiiis  Jimcture  of  time  :  not  knowing  how  the  Young 
Men  of  the  Indians  stood  effected ;  He  always  living  by  the  Christ- 
ians; Therefore  we  sent  one  of  the  greatest  sachems,  (by  name 
Colecocum)  to  Secure  him  and  the  Letters. 

Entered  the  lo|''  of  December  1671. 
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COPY  OF  THE  GOVERNOR'S  LRE  SENT  TO  M^  TOM 
OF  DELAWARE  IN  ANSWER  TO  HIS  LAST. 


Fort  James  y  22  of  December  1671. 
:M'-  Tom  :  The  welcome  News  of  y^  succes  of  the  Indian  Affair  in  y 
Parts  came  safely  to  my  hands  by  Cokee  by  wliom  I  return  tliis,  1- 
Avithal  not  only  my  approbation  in  what  you  w''"  y"^  Comissarys  have 
Acted,  but  likewise  my  Thanks  to  you  all  for  pushing  of  it  tothat  is- 
sue, w^"  if  not  vigorously  performed  wou'd  have  rendered  the  remedy 
more  hazardous,  if  not  desperate.  I  veiy  well  like  vour  resolution 
of  hanging  up  the  Villians  body  in  Chains,  and  I  doubt  not  but  the 
Novelty  of  it  may  produce  good  Effects  to  restrain  v '  Exorbitanevs 
of  any  Indians  from  y^  like  attempts.  Tis  more  than  probable  y" 
if  y^  Blow  were  now  a  litle  followed  (whilst  y^Savages  labour  under 
great  fear)  That  the  Murtherers  that  comitted  that  horrid  act  at 
Parde  Hooke  might  taste  the  same  fate  w*"  him  vou  have  designed 
to  hang  in  Chains;  &  therefore  if  y^  Villains  can  be  heard  of,  make 
y  like  Challenge  of  them  to  y^  Sagamores  you  did  for  v^  last,  but 
this  must  be  whilst  y--'  fame  of  the  last  Action  continues  fresh,  other- 
wise I  fear  it  may  prove  fruitless.  If  y^  other  Villain  be  delivered 
to  you  alive,  let  him  suffer  in  y=  most  Exemplary  wav  that  may  be. 
leaving  y^  maner  &  place  to  yo^self :  And  pray  let  me  hear  from  you. 
In  y=  Spring  I  propose  to  See  you,  but  shall  find  a  way  to  Advertize 
you  timely  before  hand.  In  y  mean  time  God  i)reserve  you  all  in 
Peace  &  Happines,  w"^**  is  the>-hearty  desire  of 
Ye»  affectionate  Friend 

FRAN:  LOVELACE. 

My  Service  to  Cap'  Carr  <fe  all  our  Friends. 


PERMISSION  GRANTED  UNTO  CAP'  MARTIN  CRIEGER 

TO  PASS  FROM  HENCE  TO  DELAWARE  w'"  HIS 

SLOOP  FOR  TO  TRADE  &c. 


Whereas  not  long  since  there  issued  forth  an  Order  of  Prohibition 
y  no  Corne  shall  be  Exported  out  of  New  Castle  or  any  part  of  Dela- 
ware River,  for  the  reasons  tlierein  setforth,  since  the  w^"  the  occa- 
sion thereof,  w^"  was  y  expectation  of  a  Warr  w"  the  Indian  being 
ni  all  prohibility  removed,  &  the  Inhabitants  there  having  Grain 
sufficient  for  themselves  &  also  to  supply  their  Neighbours."'  These 
are  to  require  all  Persons  within  this  Government,  &  to  desire  all 
others,  That  they  permit  and  suffer  the  Bearer  hereof  Cap'  Martin 
Crieger  to  pass  out  of  this  Port  with  his  Sloop  to  New  Castle  in 
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Delaware,  there  to  take  in  his  Loadiii.c:  in  Come  or  aiiv  other  pro- 
duce of  the  Country,  &  to  return  Iiither  with  tlie  s'^  Loading  w">out 
any  maner  of  Lett,  hindrance  or  molestation  whatsoever.  Any 
former  Order  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  this 
13'"  day  of  January  in  the  23'  Year  of  Ma"'''  reign,  Anog  Domi  107] . 

FRAN:  LOVELACE. 

To  all  whom  this  may  Concern. 
Eodem  Dix. 

Lycence  granted  by  the  Governor  to  M'''  Snsana  Garland  to  Trade 
to  Delaware,  the  w'-''  was  according  to  the  Form  of  Caj)'  Crigers  in 
the  Second  Book  of  Entries.    Fo'  137. 


LIBERTY  GRANTED  BY  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  MARTIN 
HOOFMAN  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  AUGUSTANE  CON- 
FESSION TO  GO  TO  DELAWARE  TO  COLLECT  MONEY 
TOWARDS  THE  ERECTING  THEM  A  CHURCH. 


Whereas  tlie  Minister  &  Officers  of  the  Church  of  the  Augiis- 
tane  Confession  or  Lutheran  Congregation  in  this  City  under  the 
protection  of  his  Royal  IP  y"  Duke  of  York  have  requested  my  Ly- 
cence to  build  &  erect  a  House  for  their  Church  to  Meet  in  towards 
the  w^*"  they  do  suppose  all  or  most  of  their  Profession  will  in  some 
measure  Contribute,  &  there  being  divers  of  them  in  the  South 
River  at  Delaware,  to  w^"  i)lace  a  Sloop  being  now  bound  a  Con- 
veinency  presents,  so  y'  they  have  picht  upon  Martin  Hoofman  to 
Negotiate  there  for  them.  These  are  to  require  all  persons  y'  they 
permit  &  suffer  the  s'^  Martin  Hoofman  to  pass  out  of  this  Port  in 
the  Sloop  belonging  to  Cap'  Martin  Crieger  bound  for  Newcastle 
in  Delaware,  and  the  Officers  there  are  likewise  required  no  way  to 
hinder  or  Molest  the  said  Martin  Hoofman  in  his  Endeavour  of 
Collecting  the  Benevolence  of  such  of  the  Lutheran  Profession  i)i 
those  parts,  towards  their  Intents  as  a  fores^ :  Provided  it  do  no  way 
hinder  or  tend  to  make  a  division  or  disturbance  amongst  tlie 
people,  nor  shall  occasion  the  Breach  of  the  Peace,  the  w''  all  his 
Ma"*''  good  Subjects  are  obliged  to  keep.  Here  of  they  are  not  to 
fail. 

Given  under  my  Hand  at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke  the  16'"  day 
of  January  1671. 

To  all  whom  this  mav  Concern. 
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THE  GOVERNORS  REMITTMENT  OF  ANY  DAMAGE 
y^  MIGHT  HAPPEN  TO  THE  LAND  OF  (JAP'  NICOLLS 
(NOW  CAP'  BERRY'S)  AT  DELAWARE  AS  TO  THE 
NON  IMPROVEMENT  THEREOF. 


Whereas  my  predecessor  Coll:  Richiird  Nicolls  did  heretofore 
frive  it  grant  unto  M''  Matthias  Nicolls  Secretary  a  patent  for  a  cer- 
tain parcell  of  Land  in  Delaware  on  the  West  side  of  the  River 
near  the  Falls,  the  s'^  Land  being  known  there  by  the  Indian  Name 
of  Chiapiessnig;  the  w''''  hath  since  been  Convej'ed  by  him  the  s'* 
Mathias  Nicolls  unto  Cap'  John  Berry  &  Company  upon  some 
Agreement  made  between  them.  And  altho'  there  be  no  particular 
time  mentioned  in  the  said  patent  for  the  Settlement  thereof,  yet  it 
being  a  Custom  in  Virginia  &  Maryland  the  Neighboring  Colonys 
&  other  New  Plantations,  that  a  certain  time  is  usually  prefixt 
wherein  some  Improvement  is  to  be  made,  the  w'"''  (if  required  here) 
perhaps  in  strictness  may  be  Elapsed :  However  in  regard  to  the 
great  distance  of  the  place  from  the  otlier  plantations,  &  sevei^al 
obstacles  y'  have  happened  (as  I  am  informed)  since  the  date  of  the 
patent,  wliereby  nothing  has  yet  been  effected  thereupon  towards  a 
Settlement  the  w^""  is  now  in  some  short  or  convenient  time  under- 
taken to  be  done;  In  consideration  thereof,  &  for  other  good 
Causes  me  thereunto  moving  I  do  by  these  ])resents  pass  by  any 
Omission  of  that  nature  for  the  time  past.  Provided  that  for  y'' 
time  to  come,  that  is  to  say,  within  the  space  of  three  years  after 
the  date  of  these  presents  some  convenient  settlement  be  made 
thereupon  by  the  s*  Cap'  Berry  &  Company  or  their  Assigns,  accord- 
ing to  the  Custom  of  New  Plantacons,  &  the  intent  of  the  Grants 
of  such  patents  of  New  Lands. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke 
this  .  .  day  of  January  in  the  23''  Year  of  his  Majesties  Reign, 
Amog  Domi  167L 


A    PASS    GRANTED    TO    HELLETYE    THE    WIFE    OF 

LAWRENCE  HOLST  TO  GO  TO  DELAWARE  IN 

CAP'  CRIEGERS  SLOOP. 


Permit  and  Suffer  the  Bearor  hereof  Ilollettye  the  wife  of  Law- 
rence Hoist  of  this  City  to  pass  out  of  this  Port  in  the  Sloop  of 
Cap'.  Martin  Crieger  to  Newcastle  in  Delaware,  from  thence  to  go 
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up  tlie  River  in  some  boat  or  Canoe  to  tlie  Sweeds  Plantations 
with  shoes  &  such  others  of  her  Husbands  Trade  &  to  return  again 
without  any  maner  of  Lett,  hinderance  or  molestation  whatso- 
ever. 
Given  &c.  this  G""  day  of  February  in  the  year  1671. 


IXSTRUCTIOXS    FOR    M'    GARLAND    ABOUT 

MAKING  PREPARATIONS  FOR  HIS  HON? 

VOYAGE  TO  DELAWARE. 


Fort  James  the  12"'  day  of  March  1671. 
M'  Garland  :  You  are  to  go  w'"  tliat  party  of  Horse  yo'  Cap', 
liath  allotted  you  to  Nevesinks,  «&  from  thence  as  speedily  as  you 
can  (w"'  a  Guide)  to  March  to  the  House  of  M"^  lego,  right  ag' 
Matinicock  Island  in  Delaware  River,  where  there  are  some  persons 
appointed  ready  to  receive  you. 

Being  Arrived  at  the  River  side  as  afores'^  you  are  to  go  to  Wick- 
ako,  or  where  you  shall  be  directed  y  Cap'  Carr  and  Comissarys  are, 
to  whom  you  are  to  Deliver  your  Lre  &  then  to  follow  their  farther 
Instructions. 

You  are  to  see  y'  all  conveniencys  for  me,  &  party  be  made  ready 
for  our  accomodacon  as  provisions  Boats  &c.  and  likewise  a  con- 
siderable Guard  of  Men  at  Matinicock  Island. 

After  all  these  things  are  thus  in  order  you  are  then  to  meet  me 
w"'  yo'  party  &  such  other  Voluntiers  as  are  disposed  to  Accom- 
pany you,  &  meet  me  one  days  Journey,  w=''  is  at  the  great  Indian 
Plantacon,  where  I  intend  to  Lodge  that  night,  &  purpose  by  Gods 
help  to  be  there  on  the  24"'  day  of  this  Instant  Month  March  (  & 
perhaps  on  the  23')  when  we  are  there  at  y*^  general  Rendezvous,  I 
shall  set  things  into  further  order. 

You  are  to  treat  y"  Indians  &  others  w"'  all  civility  &  to  contrive 
it  so  y'  y''  Susconck  Indians  may  be  there  when  I  pass  by. 

You  are  to  assure  all  y '  Indians  y'  y°  intention  of  my  comeing 
amongst  them  is  out  of  Love  and  Friendship  to  them ;  Thus  having 
no  more  to  entrust  you  whithall,  I  leave  it  to  your  prudent  Man- 
agerv.  &  yourself  to  the  protection  of  the  Almighty. 

FRAN:  LOVELACE, 
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INSTRUCTIONS  FROM  THE  GOV-  TO  M^  DELAWALL  & 
M^  STEEMYYCK  AT  HIS  GOING  FOR  DELAWARE. 


March  y  18'"  167i. 
The  afeairs  of  tliese  liis  Royal  Highness  Territories  being  ( God  be 
praised)  in  y  tranquillity  &  calm  condition  so  y'  there  is  nothing 
of  any  new  thing  w^''  might  require  a  particular  Instruction,  yet  in 
regard  some  accidents  may  so  fall  out  as  may  re(}uire  your  wonted 
Yigilence  Cares  &  Judgments  to  Manage,  tow'-  tiie  i)ublic  peace  A: 
welfare  of  these  his  Royal  IP  Territories  k  Authority,  therefore  w' 
I  shall  now  recomend  to  you  will  be  but  in  general  leaving  Contin- 
gencies <k  new  Accidents  still  to  your  prudent  Managery,  assuring 
you  withall  to  Justify  &  stand  by  you,  in  any  lawful  Determina- 
cons  you  shall  conclude  &  Act  in,  being  well  assured  of  your  pru- 
dence moderation  &  Justice  y'  y^'  Safety  of  those  his  R  H^  Interest, 
will  be  yo^  chiefest  care  &  the  determinacon  of  Civill  Inetrest  k 
propriety  of  all  y^  are  under  the  protection  of  my  Royal  Master, 
yours  next  as  depending  on  the  former.  You  are  not  unacquainted 
w'"  the  design  of  this  my  Resolution  of  Visiting  those  more  remote 
parts  of  his  R.  II»  Territories  at  Delaware,  where  I  hope  so  to  settle 
all  ])ublick  Affairs  there  as  may  free  me  from  the  further  Expence  & 
Trouble  of  a  sudden  revisit  of  them,  I  will  make  all  y^  dispatch  I 
possibly  can,  hoping  to  find  you  at  my  return  in  y^  same  quiet  state 
I  left  you,  &  so  God  take  you  into  his  Protection.  &  Send  us  a 
hai)]jy  meeting  again. 

S''  Your  very  affectionate  friend 

FRAN :  LOVELACE. 
To  Thos  Delawall  &  Comely^  Steenwyck  Esq%  2  of  my  Council 
to  his  R.  H^  the  Duke  of  York  in  these  his  Territories  of  America. 


ABOUT  NEW  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AVHORE-KILL. 


Whereas  the  time  is  expired  for  the  Officers  holding  their 
places  of  Schout  &  Commissary  at  the  Whore-Kill,  the  Inhabitants 
there  are  hereby  Impowered  to  make  a  new  Election,  upon  the  re- 
turn of  whose  names  unto  me  by  Cap'  Martin  Crieger  they  shall 
leave  such  further  Informacon  as  shall  be  requisite  therein. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  this  6'"  day  of 
Mav  1672. 
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AX  ORDER  FOR  THE  LAYING  A  QUIT  RENT  UPON  A 
PIECE  OF  LAND  AT  BREUCKLYN,  CONFISCATED  TO 
HIS  MAJESTIES  USE. 


Whereas  upon  tlie  Petition  of  several  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Breucklyn,  that  there  being  a  Lot  of  Land  having  a  Swamp  in  it 
heretofore  belonging  to  Charles  Gabry,  but  was  Confiscated  to  his 
Majesties  Use,  whicli  lying  Neglected  and  unfeuct  was  a  great 
Prejudice  to  the  Town,  but  if  Manured  and  Improved  would  le- 
dound  to  their  advantage ;  The  said  Inhabitants  making  Offer,  to 
make  payment  of  a  moderate  Sum  of  Money  for  tlie  same.  All  which 
was  referred  to  the  C^ourt  of  Sessions  at  Gravesend  wlio  recomended 
it  to  two  or  three  of  the  Bench  to  treat  witli  tliose  concerned  of 
Breucklyn  thereabout ;  These  are  to  Appoint  and  Empower  you 
M""  Cornelys  Van  Ruyven  and  M''  Matthias  Nicolls  at  your  first 
Convenience  to  repair  to  the  Ferry  or  the  Town,  there  to  Treat 
witli  the  said  Persons,  and  agree  with  them  either  for  a  certain 
(^uitt  Rent  annually  to  be  ])aid,  or  some  reasonable  Sum  to  befortli- 
with  paid  for  the  same  in  Corn  and  iipon  your  Return  thereof  unto 
me,  1  shall  be  ready  to  make  such  Confirmation  of  it  as  shall  be  re- 
quisite. 

Given  under  my  Hand  at  Fort  James  in  New  York,  this  7'"  day 
of  Februarv  1672. 


At  a  Council  held  in  Fort  James  May  the  17"'  1672. 
Present — The  Governor. 

Cap' Delavall.     ^     Cap'Willett.     | 
M''  Steenwyck.     ^     The  Secretary.  ^ 

As  to  Delaware  Business  referred  to  the  Council — 

First  about  tlie  Town  of  Newcastles  being  a  Cor])oration,  It's 
Allowed  of,  and  y'  it  be  a  Bayliwick,  And  Governed  by  a  Bayly,  & 
six  Assistants  after  the  first  Year,  four  old  ones  to  go  out,  and  four 
others  to  be  chosen — in  tiieir  places.  The  Baily  to  be  Precedent, 
and  have  a  double  Vote,  a  Constable  to  be  chosen  by  the  Bench. 

To  Try  Causes  as  farr  as  Ten  Pounds  without  Appeal. 

As  to  the  2'^  the  English  Laws  according  to  their  desire  to  be  Es- 
tablisht  in  y'  Town  and  River. 

And  the  Ofiice  of  Sellout  to  be  Converted  into  a  Sherriff  for  the 
Cori)oratioii  and  River,  and  that  he  be  annually  Chosen. 

Ifs  to  be  further  consider'd  of  when  Cap'  Cantwell  comes,  if  it 
be  before  Cap'  Carr"s  goeing  aAvay. 


COLOl^IES  OX  THE  DELAWAEE.  617 

F,^vv^,  "''  *'tf '!°  ^^"  ^'^^  Trade  without  being  oblijjed  to  make 
Entry  here     That  the  determination  hereof  be  suspended,  until 

l^idTereof  "'^'"'^  '^  ''''^  "^"  England,  or  other  Considerations 

^  Concerning  the  Certificate  about  the  Whore-kill,  that  Cap'  Carr 
snail  have  Instructions  liereupon  at  liis  Return. 

Delaware  Expedition  to  be  born  bv  the  publick 

M^^, colls  his  Charges  the  first  Voyage  to  Delaware  to  be  born 
out  ot  tlie  Fmes  of  the  Long  Finn. 


At  a  Council  Held  at  Fort  James,  June  the  K)'"  167'^ 
Present— The  Governor, 
M^Delavall, 
M^Steenwyck, 
The  Secretarv. 
Tlie  first  matter  taken  into  consideration  is  the  Irruption  at  New 
Jersey,  ct  difference  between  Governor  Carteret  &  Cap'  James  Car- 

ciMh'  I'rV'^'  ^''''  ?T'  *  ^^l'^^^-^"-^'  The  Orders  made  last  Coun- 
cil ab'  the  Towne  and  River  to  be  Allowed  &  Sent 

The  continuance  of  the  Garrison  in  pay  taken  into  consideration , 
M  hether  tliere  is  any  occasion  for  them  or  no  any  longer 
That  they  continue  as  they  are  'till  farther  Order 
The  Whore -kill  return  &  Comp" 

fJ.ltl^^^'% 't/^^^  Constwiser  &  Cap'  Carr  ab'  the  Officers,  &  ab' 
tlie  others  of  y^  Governm'  there  to  be  vindicated. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  James  July  y=  1«  1672. 
Present— The  Governor, 
Cap'  Delavall, 
Cap'  Steenwyck, 
The  Secretary. 

Mlrvl-inr'T'^'l'V^^''"''^"'  "'""'  "  Disturbance  therefrom 
tt  ?  .  /■  ^'^'^^''  ^^^''  ^^^^  ^y  ^°^-^  «f  Mouth-what  he 

set  Ins  hand  to  against  Daniel  Browne  for  his  Abusive  Language 
ag'  the  Duke's  Interest,  It  is  Attested  by  the  Comisarys  and  ote 
from  thence:  Ordered  y'  Dan'  Browne  shall  enter  into  a  Recogni 
zance  of  20.^for  the  good  behaviour  &c.  w^^  Order  was  asfoHo^- 
eth-^Vhereas  Daniel  Bro^^ne  a  planter  at  the  Whorekill  in  Dela- 

W  f '^'  ""''?  "'"''""'^  ^  ^'"^  ^  ^'''''''''  ^'^t'^^^-  ^^y  r  Magistrates 
theie  for  contemning  the  Authority  of  their  Court  held  by  appro- 
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bacon  of  the  Governor  under  the  protection  of  his  royal  Highness 
togetlier  w"'  several  other  Abuses  &  Misdemeanors  for  the  w-''  he 
hath  exprest  a  great  deal  of  sorrow,  Aclinowledging  liis  fault  w"' 
promises  of  deporting  himself  better,  for  the  future.  And  the  s'' 
Daniel  Browne  alledging  it  will  be  his  ruin  if  he  return  not  back 
s])ee(lily  to  his  Habitation  both  in  regard  of  a  Crop])  of  Tobacco  he 
hath  &  some  Corn  w''  will  be  all  Lost  w"'out  his  Attendance  on  it 
tV  care  thereof.  The  i)reraises  being  taken  into  consideracon.  It  is 
Ordered  y'  a  I/'"  of  Tiianks  be  Jient  to  y''  Magistrates  at  the  Whore- 
kill  for  their  vigilancy  &  care  herein  &  likewise  y'  the  s' Daniel 
Browne  be  releast  from  his  Imi)risonm'  he  Entering  into  a  recogni- 
zance before  his  Departure  of  20"'  to  be  of  the  peace  and  the  good 
behaviour  towards  his  Neighbours  &  tow'^*  all  his  Ma"'"  subjects  & 
Liege  ])eople  the  w'''  if  he  presume  to  break  y'  he  be  then  again 
seized  ujion  &  sent  Prisoner  to  this  place,  there  to  receive  Con- 
digne  puiiislnri"  according  to  y"'  nature  of  his  Offence  over  &  above 
the  Sums  aforementioned  to  l)e  Levyed  upon  the  Goods  it  Chattels 
if  so  much  shall  happen  to  be  found.  And  the  s'  Daniel  Browne  is 
likewise  at  his  return  to  Acknowledge  his  Fault  &  ask  pardon  of 
y-  Magistrates  at  y  AVhorekills  for  his  Misdemeanor. 

By  order  &c. 
As  to  the  request  from  the  "Wliorekill  to  repair  their  Lo-sses  & 
Damages  sustayned  by  the  Privateers,  that  they  may  lay  an  Impo- 
sicon  upon  Strong  Liquors  sold  tiiere  this  Order- was  made.  The 
request  of  the  Magistrates  at  the  "Wliorekill  being  taken  into  Con- 
sideration wherein  they  desire  Tliat  for  rejjaracon  of  the  Damages 
and  Losses,  they  sustayned  by  y"  privateers  the  last  winter  tliey  may 
be  permitted  to  Lay  an  Imposicon  upon  Strong  Liquo''^  It  is  allowed 
of  &  consented  unto,  and  the  Magistrates  there  have  hereby  power 
to  levy  and  receive  upon  each  Anchor  of  Strong  Liquo"''  spent  or 
disi)osed  of  amongst  them  the  Value  of  foure  Guild"  in  "Wamp""  & 
this  to  continue  for  one  year  only  after  this  shall  come  to  thes' 
Magistrates  hands,  until  the  Conveniency  or  Inconveniency  thereof 
shall  better  appeare. 

By  Order,  &c. 


THE  GOA'ERNORS  CHOICE  OF  OFFICERS  FOR  THE 
WHORE-KILL. 


Upon  the  return  of  a  doultle  Number  from  the  Inhabitants  at  the 
Whorekill  in  Delaware  Bay  for  Schout  &  Comissary.  I  do  approve 
of  Hermanns  Frederick  AViltbank  to  be  Schout,  &  of  Ottho  Wol- 
gast,  William  Claessen,  &  Isaac  Savo  to  be  Comisarys  for  y"  space 


C0L0NIE8  OX  THE  DELAWARE.  619 

of  one  year  ensuing,  after  the  exi)iration  of  w-^''  time  tliey  are  to 
make  a  new  return. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  August  y- 
first  1672. 


COMISSION  FOR  MR.  PETER  ALRICKS  TO  BE  BAYLIFF 
AT  NEWCASTLE  IX  DELAWARE. 


Whereas  M""  Peter  Alricks  is  one  of  the  two  persons  whose  names 
are  returned  unto  me,  out  of  w '''  to  make  choice  of  one  to  be  Baylifl  of 
the  Corporation  of  Newcastle  in  Dehiware  River,  liaving  conceived 
a  good  Opinion  of  the  Fittness  &  Capacity  of  the  said  Peter  xVlricks 
to  Officiate  in  that  Imployment.  I  have  thei-efore  nominated  &  ap- 
pointed, &  by  these  presents  do  hereby  Nominate  A:  apjioint  him 
the  said  Peter  Alricks  to  be  Bayliff,  and  Principal  Civill  Magistrate 
at  Newcastle  afores'^  for  the  Year  ensuing,  of  the  w"^''  all  i)ersons 
concerned  are  to  take  Cognizance,  &  to  give  him  y'  respect  &  obedi- 
ence as  is  due  to  his  Office  &  Charge :  And  the  s'  Peter  Alricks  is 
in  all  things  &  matters  relating  to  his  Imploymen'  to  be  regulated 
by  the  Laws  of  this  Governm'  &  such  Instructions  as  already  have 
been  given  by  me,  &  my  Council  for  the  Ordering  of  Affairs  in  that 
Corjioration,  or  such  other  Orders  &  Directions,  as  from  time  to 
time  he  shall  receive  from  me. 

Given  under  my  hand  &  seal  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  this 
second  day  of  August  in  the  24'"  year  of  his  ^Majesties  Reign  Annog 
Domi  1672. 


COMISSION  FOR  CAP'  EDMOND  CANTWELL  AT  NEW- 
CASTLE TO  BE  HIGH  SHERIFF  OF  DELAWARE. 


Fraxcis  Lovelace  Esq'  &c. 

Whereas  Cap'  Edmond  Cantwell  is  one  of  the  two  persons 
whose  names  are  returned  unto  me,  out  of  w'=''  to  make  choice  of 
one  to  be  High  Sheriff  in  Delaware  River,  having  conceived  a  good 
Opinion  of  the  Fittness  and  Capacity  of  the  s^  Edmond  Cantwell 
to  officiate  in  that  Imployment :  I  liave  therefore  Xoniinated  &  Ap- 
pointed, and  by  these  presents  dohereby  Xominate  and  Ai)point  him 
the  said  Edmond  Cantwell  in  tlie  ])Iace  of  Schout  to  be  High  Sheriff 
in  Xew  Castle,  and  Delaware  River,  for  the  Year  ensuing  of  tlie 
w'^''  all  persons  concerned  are  to  take  Cognizance,  and  to  give  him 
that  respect  and  obedience  as  is  due  to  his  Office ;  And  the  s'*  High 
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Sheriff  is  to  Enjoy  in  his  s^  Imploymen^  all  the  the  Perquisite  & 
Priviledfies  of  a  Schout ;  In  all  other  Matters  he  is  to  be  regulated 
by  the  Laws  of  this  Governm'  &  such  Orders  &  Direccons  as  from 
time  to  time  he  shall  receive  from  me. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  the 
2"'^  day  of  August  in  the  24">  Year  of  his  Majesties  Reign,  Annog 
Domi  1672. 


AN  ORDER  ABOUT  STRAYES  AT  NEWCASTLE. 


Whereas  I  am  given  to  understand  y'  there  are  several  strayes 
near  Newcastle  and  on  the  West  side  of  Delaware  River,  both  of 
Horses,  Neat  Cattle  and  Hogs  w'"'  occasion  Contests  among  the 
Neighbourhood  every  one  claiming  what  he  layes  hold  on  lirst  where 
indeed  if  they  are  not  Markt  &  have  no  certain  Owner,  they  belong  to 
his  royal  Highness.  To  prevent  such  Abu  es  for  the  future,  I  have 
thought  fit  to  Authorize  it  appoint  &  by  these  Presents  do  hereby 
Authorize  and  Appoint  Cap'  Edmund  Cantwell  High  Sherriff  of 
Newcastle  &  Delaware  River  to  make  inquiry  after  &  to  make  seiz- 
ures of  all  such  Strayes,  either  Horses,  Neat  Cattle  or  Swine  w^"" 
shall  be  found  (within  the  Precincts  of  Newcastle  &  West  side  of 
Delaware  River)  unmarkt  ifc  have  no  certain  Owner  ic  to  disi)ose  of 
them  for  his  royal  Highness  his  Use,  of  the  w<^''  he  is  to  render  me 
an  Account,  And  the  Magistrates  at  Newcastle  A:  Delaware  River 
are  to  observe  the  Directions  A:  Orders  in  the  Law  settforth  touch- 
ing the  Marking  of  Horses  &  Cattle  for  the  which  they  ought  to 
have  a  Publick  as  well  as  their  Private  Marke. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke  this  7'"  day  of 
August  in  y^  2-1'''  Year  of  his  Ma"''"  Reign  Anog  Domi  1672. 


AN  ORDER  ABOUT  THE  DELAWARE  QUINT  RENTS. 


Whereas  M"'  W"  Tom  had  my  Order  and  Warr"^  bearing  date 
the  10'"  day  of  August  1669.  Authorizing  and  Empowering  him  to 
receive  or  Levy  ui)on  all  respective  Inhabitants  in  Delaware  River 
a  certain  Quitt  rent  reserved  in  their  Patents  for  two  years  then 
l)ast  A:  yearly  for  the  time  ensuing  W^"  s^'  Employment  the  s'*  M"'  Tom 
hath  since  resigned;  These  are  to  Authorize  Emjiower  &  Apjioint 
you  Ca])'  Edmund  Cantwell  y*^^  present  High  Sheriff  to  demand  Levy 
ct  receive  all  Arrears  of  Quitt  rent  due  from  any  of  the  Inhabitants 
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of  Newcastle  and  Delaware  River  according  to  tlie  reservation  in 
their  particular  Patents,  of  w^''  you  are  to  have  an  Authentick  List 
out  of  the  records  &  in  all  things  relateing  to  the  Collecting  k  re- 
ceiving tlie  s'^  Quitt  rents  as  afores''  you  are  hereby  Invested  in  the 
same  Power  w^  your  Predecessor  ^P  Tom  had ;  And  for  what  you 
shall  herein  lawfully  Act  of  doe  in  })rosecution  of  this  my  Comission 
this  sliall  be  unto  you  a  sufficient  Wai'rent. 

Given  under  my  hand  &  Seal  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  Aug^ 
7'"  1672. 


AN  ORDER  ON  BEHALF  OF  JAN  CORNELIS  MATTYS 
MATTYSEN  <k  MARTIN  MARTINSEN  AB'  SOME  VAL- 
LEY DETAIN 'D  FROM  THEM  AT  DELAWARE  BY 
IZRAEL  HOLME. 


Wheras  Comp"  hatli  been  make  unto  me  by  Jan  Cornells  Mattys 
Mattysen  &  Martin  Martinsen  Inhabitants  at  Amsland  in  Delaware 
River  tliat  after  having  been  quietly  possest  of  a  parcell  of  Valley 
or  Meadow  Ground  upon  the  Island  over  against  Calcoone  Hooke 
near  their  Plantacon,  Izrael  Holme  did  by  Misinformacon  obtain  a 
Patent  for  tbe  same  having  never  possesion  or  pretence  tliereunto 
before,  So  that  the  said  Inhabitants  are  dispossest  to  the  ruin  of  tlieir 
Plantacons  w^''out  reliefe;  These  are  to  Authorize  &  Emi)ower  the 
Court  at  Upland  av"'  tlie  assistance  of  one  or  two  of  tlie  High  Court 
to  examine  into  the  matter  and  make  report  of  the  Trutii  thereof 
unto  me,  that  I  may  may  make  some  Order  thereupon  according  to 
Equity  and  good  Conscience. 

Given  &c  this  8'"  day  of  August  1672. 


TO  PHILIP  CALVERT  ESQK  GOVERNO'  OF  MARYLAND 
AUGUST  12'^  1672. 


I  thought  it  had  been  Impossible  now  in  these  portending  boys- 
terous  times  wherein  all  true  hearted  Englishmen  are  buckling  on 
their  Anno"  to  Vindicate  their  Hono""  t  to  assert  y"  imperial  Inter- 
ests of  his  Sacred  Ma'''^^'  Rights  &  Dominions  that  now  (w"'out  any 
just  Ground  Either  given  or  pretended)  such  horrid  outrages  should 
be  comitted  on  his  Ma""  Liege  Subjects  under  y  protection  of  his 
Royal  Highness  Authority  as  was  exerciz'd  by  one  Jones  who  w"'  a 
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party  as  dissolute  as  himself  took  y  pains  to  ride  to  the  Whore-kill, 
where  in  derision  and  contemi)t  of  tlie  Duke's  Authority  bound  the 
Magistrates,  and  Inhabitants,  despitefully  treated  them,  rifled  & 
plundered  them  of  their  Goods,  and  when  it  was  demanded  by  what 
Authority  he  acted,  Answer'd  in  no  other  Language  but  a  Cockt 
])istol  to  his  Breast,  w  ■>  if  it  had  spoke,  had  for  ever  Silenced  him. 
I  do  not  remember  1  have  heard  of  a  greater  Outrage  &  Riott  com- 
ittedon  hisMa"'^-  Subjects  in  America  but  once  before  in  Maryland. 
S''  you  canot  but  Imagine  liis  Royal  Highness  will  not  lie  Satisfy'd 
w'"  these  violent  i)roceedings,in  w"''  the  Indignity  rebounds  on  him, 
neither  can  you  but  believe  It  is  easy  an  Undertaking  for  me  to  re- 
taliate y  same  affront  on  Jones  his  head  and  Accomplices  as  he  did 
to  tliose  indefencible  Inhabitants,  but  I  rather  chuse  to  have  first 
a  more  Calm  Redress  from  you  (to  whom  I  now  Appeale)  &  from 
whom  may  in  justice  expect  that  right  in  the  Castigation  of  Jones 
cum  Socijs  that  your  Nature  and  the  Law  has  provided  for;  (Jtiier- 
wise  I  must  apply  myself  to  such  other  Remedies  as  the  Exigence 
of  this  Indignity  shall  persuade  me  to,  thus  Leaving  it  to  yo'  Con- 
sideration, I  still  remain  Your  very  humble  SerV 

FR:  LOVELACE. 
Fort  James  in  New  Yorke  y-  12"^  day  of  Aug'  1G72. 


AN  ORDER  TO  CAP'  EDMOND  CANTWELL  ABOUT 
HIS  HONO^^^  LAND  AT  DELAWARE. 


Whereas  M""  Richard  Gorsuch  having  obtained  a  Patent  for  a 
Tract  of  Land  on  y*^  West  side  of  Delaware  River  bounded  on  the 
North  by  a  Creek  called  by  y  Indians  Quiackit  Kunck  las  Nicam- 
bunack  Creek.  &  Soutli  by  y"  N<jrth  side  of  Pemecacka  Creek, 
l)assing  over  Pasaquossing  Creek  A:  hath  since  Assigned  the  same 
unto  me  together  w"'  the  Right  Title  &  Interest  thereunto.  These 
are  to  Authorize  &  Empower  you  Cap'  Edmond  Cantwell  High 
Slierriff  of  Newcastle  &  Delaware  River  to  cause  the  s"  Land  to 
be  Seated  &  Cleared  by  some  Tenant,  or  otherwise  as  you  shall  see 
meet  for  my  best  advantage  of  the  w"^  you  are  from  time  to  time  to 
render  me  an  Accompt. 

Given  &c  this  12"'  day  of  August  1672. 
To  Cap'  Edmond  Cantwell  Sherriff  of  Newcastle. 
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THE  GOVERN^^  ANSWER  &  GRANT  TO  THE   REQUEST 

OF  JUFFRO  ARMEGART  PRINCE  ALS  PAPPEGAY 

OF  DELAWARE. 


Whebeas  Jeuffro  Armegart  Prince  als  Pappegay  living  in  Del- 
aware River  did  make  a  request  unto  ine  y'  in  regard  she  lived  alone 
&  had  so  little  Assistance  by  Servants  having  only  one  Man  Serv' 
&  likewise  in  Harvest  time  or  other  Seasons  of  tlie  Year  for  Hus- 
bandry wlien  slie  was  constreyned  to  hire  other  people  to  help  her 
for  whose  paym'  in  part  &  relief  also  slie  was  wont  to  Distill  some 
small  quantitys  of  Liquors  from  Corne,  as  by  divers  others  is  used 
in  y'  River,  That  1  wou'd  please  to  excuse  her  Man  Serv'  from 
ordinary  Attendance  at  Traynings  in  the  Company  in  W^''  he  is  In- 
listed,  &  also  give  her  Lycence  to  Distill  in  her  own  Distilling 
Kettle  some  small  Quantitys  of  Liquors  for  her  own  use,  &  her 
Serv"  &  Labourers  upon  occasion  as  before  menc6n'd,I  have 
thought  good  to  Grant  the  Request  of  the  s'^  Jeuffro  Pappegay  both 
as  to  y"^  Excuse  of  her  Servant's  being  at  the  ordinary  Traynings 
(extraordinary  ones  ui)on  occasion  of  an  Enemy  or  Invasion  Ex- 
cepted) &  likewise  y'  she  have  Lycence  to  make  use  of  her  Distill- 
ing Kettle  as  is  desired ;  Provided  it  be  done  w""  such  moderacon 
y"  no  just  Complaint  do  arise  thereby  And  this  Licence  to  con- 
tinue for  one  Year  after  the  date  hereof. 

Given  under  my  hand  &  Seal  at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke  this 
IS'"  day  of  Aug'  1672. 


WARR'    OF    ARREST    FOR    JOHN    OGLE    ONE    OF    Y^ 

SOULDY^^  AT    N:  CASTLE  AT  Y-^  COMP"  OF 

ROB'  WILLIAMS. 


Whereas  I  am  inform'd  y'  John  Ogle  one  of  y^'  Soldiers  at  New^ 
Castle  is  Indebted  unto  Robert  Williams  in  y**  Sum  of  about  Ten 
Pounds.  These  are  to  require  the  Officers  there  to  Examine  into 
the  matter  »&  if  it  be  as  is  alleged,  that  they  give  order  for  the  pay- 
ment or  Securing  the  s"  Debt  from  the  s*  John  Ogle,  for  the  Credi- 
tor, and  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  their  Warr". 

Given  &c.  this  5"^  day  of  Sei)t^  1672. 

To  Capt  John  Carre  or  whom  else  tliis  may  Concern. 
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THE  GOVERNOR'S  ORDER  TO  M^  BEDLOE  TO  PAY  THE 
BOATMEN  AB^  DELAWARE  EXPEDICON. 


M'  Bedloe  :  There  beiiiff  Moneys  due  unto  the  Persons  liereunder 
mencoued  for  their  Boathire  &  carrying  &  bringing  back  the  Troop- 
ers Horses  to  &  from  the  Nevesinclis  in  tlie  Expedicou  to  Dela- 
ware, upon  w""  Ace'  you  have  already  by  my  Order  Disburst  some 
Moneys,  you  are  hereby  Ordered  to  make  them  the  best  Satisfacon 
you  can  by  Discounting  W"  or  giving  them  Credit  for  soe  much  as 
by  their  Bills  allowed  appears  due,  and  y'  you  make  y  Delaware 
Voyage  Debtor  for  tlie  same,  but  y'  you  take  care  to  part  w'"  as  little 
Goods  in  this  time  of  Exigency  as  possibly  you  can.     The  Boat- 

mens  names  to  wliom  Money  is  due Stoffell  in  tlie  Smith's 

Valley,  Nicholas  the  Baker  Francis  Leigh,  Dirck  y  Wool  Spiner ; 
Ned  Shakleton  &  W""  Welch  y'  went  w'"  Govern""  Carterett's  Boat 
are  already  paid. 

Septemb^  28'"  1672. 
Permitt  granted  to  M-"  Christopli'  Hoogland  to  go  w'"  Cap'  Crieg- 
er's  Sloope  to  Newcastle  at  Delaware,  &  from  thence  (if  he  see 
cause)  up  the  River  to  receive  or  Secure  his  Debts,  at  this  particu- 
lar time  &  to  return  again  to  this  Porte  w"'  his  Loading.  Any  Order 
to  the  contrarv  notwithstanding. 


LETTER  TO  CAP'  CARR. 


Fort  James  in  Neiv  York  this  7'"  day  of  October  1672. 
Cap  Carr  :  The  Letter  you  sent  by  the  Express  over  Land  came 
safe  to  my  hands  w'"  the  enclosed  Relacon  &  Papers  concerning  the 
Wliore-kill  &  the  Marylanders  forcible  possessing  themselves  of  the 
place,  as  also  of  tlie  Goods  &  Estates  of  some  of  the  Inha])itantsof 
w-''  we  had  some  rumo'  before  but  did  not  give  much  Credit  to  it, 
supposing  what  was  done  before  to  be  the  Rash  Action  of  some  pri- 
vate person,  not  thinking  the  Authority  of  Maryland  wou'd  Invade 
his  Royal  Highness  Territories  w"*"  he  hath  been  possesst  of  for 
near  8  years  w"'out  giving  the  least  overture  of  it  to  me  who  am  his 
Royal  Highness  liis  Deputy  Their  former  Violent  Action  &  Force 
upon  those  poore  imarmed  people,  together  w'"  the  Particulars  of 
their  Plunder  I  had  imediate  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  his 
Royal  Highness  by  a  Ship  then  bound  away  for  London,  the  w^"  I 
made  use  of  &  recomended  their  case  &  I  hope  it  hath  long  e"re  this 
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arrived  liis  hands  soe  tliat  some  Directions  about  it  maybe  expected 
in  a  short  time  till  when  I  think  it  best  lor  the  present  to  leave  Mat- 
ters there  as  they  are  but  as  to  the  Cloud  w^*"  Likewise  hangs  over 
yo'  heads  at  Delaware  w'''  it's  said  tliey  are  makiujic  Preparacons  to 
Invade  My  Instruccons  &  Orders  to  you  &  the  Othcers  in  General 
are  y' you  put  jour  selves  in  the  best  posture  of  Defence  possibly 
you  can  by  titting  up  tlie  Fort  in  the  Towne,  keeping  your  Compa- 
uys  in  Arms  both  tiiere  &  up  the  liiver  who  are  to  ])rovide  them- 
selves w'"  fitting  Amunic6n,and  y' all  Souldyers  be  at  an  hour's 
AVarning  upon  any  Alarum  or  Orders  given  That  in  the  Towne 
especially  you  make  your  Guard  as  Strong  as  you  can,  and  keep  a 
strict  Watch,  and  if  any  Enemy  comes  to  Demand  the  Place  that 
you  first  Desire  to  know  their  Authority  and  .  ommission,  and  how 
it  comes  to  Pass  those  of  Maryland  should  now  make  such  an  Inva- 
sion after  so  long  quiet  Possession  of  tliose  Parts  by  his  Royal  High- 
ness his  Deputys,  under  his  Maj'<^  Obedience  and  by  other  Nations 
before  that  several  Years  before  the  date  of  the  Lord  Baltimore's 
Patent  wlicmi  they  never  Disturbed  by  Arms,  &  whose  Right  is  now 
Devolved  ujwn  the  Duke.  Stand  Avell  upon  your  Guard  &  do  not 
begin  wi"'  them,  but  if  they  first  break  tlie  peace  by  firing  upon  your 
Guards,  or  any  such  hostile  Action,  then  use  all  possible  meanes  to 
defend  your  selves  &  the  Place,  &  command  all  his  Maties  good 
Subjects  to  be  Aiding  &  Assisting  to  you,  who  I  hope  will  not  be 
wanting  to  tiieir  Abilities:  In  all  matters  of  concern  you  are  to 
take  Advise  of  tlie  Chief  Ofiicers  there,  this  will  come  to  you  by 
your  Bailiff  M'  Peter  Alricks.  who  is  hastening  over  Land  to  Secure 
liis  Affairs  there,  in  this  portending  Invasion.  &  to  give  his  best 
help  for  the  Safeguard  of  the  Place  &  his  Royal  Highness  his  Intrest. 
Upo]i  all  occasions  fail  not  to  Send  an  Express  to  me,  by  whom  I 
shall  give  you  such  further  directions  &  assistance  as  will  be  requi- 
site ;  and  if  occasion  shall  be  will  come  over  myself  in  person,  though 
the  Spring  wou'd  be  more  suitable  for  me  than  a  Winter  Voyage. 
So  recomending  all  things  to  your  care  &  vigilance,  of  w"""  I  ex- 
pect a  good  Acco'  I  conclude  being  Your  very  loving  Friend. 

FR:  LOVELACE. 


WARR'  FOR  THE  CLAPPING  OF  W'  DOUGLASS  IN 
PRISON. 


These  are  in  his  Majesties  name  to  i-equire  you  to  take  into  your 
custody  the  body  of  W'"  Douglas  brought  hither  a  prisoner  from 
Newcastle  in  Delaware  in  the  Sloop  of  John  Schouten,  he  having 
40— Vol.  V. 
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been  formerly  banisht  out  of  tliis  Goveniiu'  for  jjreat  Misdemeano'' 
»fc  y'  you  him  safely  keep  in  Custody  W'out  Bail  or  Mainprize  untill 
you  shall  receive  further  Order  concerning  the  same ;  And  for  so 
doing  this  shall  be  your  warr'. 

Given  under  my  hand  &c.  this  16"'  day  of  Dec  1672. 

To  M-"  Allard  Anthony  Sheriff  of  this  City  or  his  Deputy. 


At  a  Council  held  in  Fort  James  Jan"""  27"'  1672. 
Present — The  Governor, 

M^  Tho-  Delavall, 

M'  Cornells  Steenwyck, 

Tiie  Secretary. 

Delaware.  Cap'  Carr's  L"""  ab'  Afairs  there  &  the  Whoreskill 
w""  his  propos'dls.  In  particular  ab'  the  Slooj)  of  Tho'  Lewis,  going 
up  the  river  &c  about  w  •>  this  Order  was  made. 

Upon  its  being  represented  to  tlie  Governor  &  Council  the  Incon- 
venience of  debarring  Slooi)s  and  Vessells  of  this  place  from  going 
up  the  river  above  New  Castle,  altho'  it  be  permitted  to  all  Vessells 
within  the  Governm'  to  go  up  the  river  to  Albany,  as  also  tlie  Dis- 
tast  w^"  hath  been  taken  y'  some  have  liad  Licences  so  to  do,  whilst 
others  are  restrained,  It  is  thought  fit  &  hereby  Ordered  y'  y"  pro- 
hibition thereof  shall  be  taken  away,  &  .it  shall  &  may  from  hence- 
forth be  lawful  for  any  Sloop  or  Vessell  to  go  up  the  s"*  river,  bring- 
ing a  Certificate  from  the  Governor  of  his  coming  from  hence,  but 
y'  no  other  Vessells  shall  have  }"-'  like  liberty,  but  such  as  do  Sail 
from  this  place  thither  directly.     By  Order  &c. 

A  Letter  from  M'  Wharton,  &  another  from  Cap'  Cantwell  about 
the  Affairs  of  the  Whore-kill. 

A  proposal  for  the  reducement  of  the  Whore-kill  by  the  Officers 
from  Delaware  according  to  their  proffer. 

The  Consideracon  hereof  to  be  suspended  until  the  return  of 
Henry  the  Loper,  or  a  convenient  opportunitv  of  Sending. 

The  Letter  w"'  W^"  W'"  Douglas  Avas  Sent  from  Delaware. 

Ordered  y'  in  regard  of  the  trouble  he  hath  given  tliis  Country, 
he  V»e  sent  by  W"'  Sliackerley  for  the  Barbadoes,  there  to  be  Sold 
and  disposed  of,  to  make  Satisfaction  towards  the  Charces  he  hath 
occasioned. 

The  Governors  approbation  of  the  Order  of  Assizes  about  Jeuffro 
Pappegay,  appointing  some  i)ersons  to  apprize  the  Estate  &c.  that 
she  may  be  satisfied  her  Debt. 

Whereas  Jeuffro  Armigart  Prince  als  Pappegay  did  obtain  a 
Judgm'  upon  the  Verdict  of  a  Jury,  at  the  last  General  Court  of 
Assizes  against  Andrew  Carr  &  Persille  his  Wife  for  the  Sum  of 


COLONIES  OX  THE  DELAWARE.  027 

Three  Thousand  Guilders  Hollands  Money,  or  three  Hundred 
Pounds  Ster=  together  w'^  all  due  Charges  &  Costs  of  Suit,  the  De- 
termination whereof  being  referred  to  the  Major  part  of  the  Bencli, 
they  did  make  report  y  fifty  pounds  should  be  allowed  for  Interest 
&  forbearance  of  the  princii^al  Debt,  leaving  the  other  Charges  & 
Costs  to  the  determination  of  the  law ;  Upon  due  Consideration 
had  hereupon  I  do  Confirrae  and  approve  of  the  Judgment  of  Court 
for  the  Three  hundred  pounds,  and  likewise  of  the  Fifty  pounds 
for  Interest  and  forbearance  together  w"'  five  pounds  more  towards 
the  Charges  of  the  p"  as  also  the  usual  Costs  of  Court  All  av^^''  is  to 
be  Levyed  upon  the  Estate  Goods  &  Chattels  of  the  Def"  in  Dela- 
ware river  or  elsewhere  within  the  Governm^  if  tliere  be  not  suffi- 
cient :  To  w"^  end  &  purpose  I  have  thought  fit  to  dominate  & 
Appoint  M"^  Peter  Alricks,  Cap'  Edmond  Cantwell,  M""  W"'  Tom, 
«fe  Cap'  Walter  Wharton  to  be  Comissioners  to  Apprize  and  Sett 
a  Value  upon  the  Island  of  Tinicom  in  Delaware  river,  not  long 
since  in  the  tenure  or  possession  of  the  Def'  As  also  all  other  Goods 
Chattells  or  Estate  belonging  unto  them,  to  make  paym'  unto  the 
p''  or  her  Order  for  the  several  Sumes  &  Charges  aforementioned,  & 
to  return  an  ace'  of  the  overplus  if  any  shall  happen  to  be,  for 
the  doing  thereof  this  shall  be  their  sufficient  Warr'  &  discharge. 
Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke  the  20"*  day 
of  February  «&c  Anog  D"'  1672. 


AN  EXECUTION  TO  BE  SERV^  UPON  THE  ESTATE  OF 
M^  ANDREW  CARR  &  HIS  WIFE  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
JEUFFRO  PAPPEGAY  IT  BEING  FOR  A  DEBT  OF  3.50"^^ 


These  are  in  his  Ma'*''  name  to  require  you  after  Apprizement 
shall  be  made  to  levy  upon  tlie  Estate  Goods  &  Chattells  belong- 
ing to  Andrew  Carr  &  Persille  his  Wife  in  Delaware  river  &  pre- 
cincts the  sume  of  Three  hundred  fifty  five  pounds  w"'  the  Costs  of 
Court  of  w^''  you  will  herewith  have  an  Acco'  for  the  use  of  Jeufiro 
Armigart  Prince  als  Pappegay  &  for  that  it's  thought  the  most 
considerable  part  of  their  Estate  is  upon  the  Island  of  Tinicom  you 
are  hereby  empowered  to  put  the  said  Jeuffro  Prince  into  possession 
of  the  said  Island  and  the  Stock  thereupon  W''  if  it  shall  not  prove 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said  Debt  you  are  to  Secure  and  Levy  the 
rest  in  the  hands  of  whom  you  can  find  any  of  the  Estate  of  the 
said  Andrew  Carr  &  Persille  his  wife  whither  in  the  hands  of  Cap' 
John  Carr  their  Attorney  or  any  other,  and  if  any  part  of  the  said 
Estate  hath  been  disposed  of  since  the  begining  of  this  Process, 
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the  Parties  who  have  done  the  same  are  to  make  it  ^rood  out  of 
their  own  estate :  And  for  whatsoever  yon  shall  lawfully  act  or  do 
in  prosecution  of  this  Warrant  of  Execution  This  shall  lie  your  suf- 
ficient warr'. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke  this  20""  day 
of  Fel/y  1672. 

To  Cap^  Edmond  Cantwell  Higli  Slieritfe  of  New  Castle  in  Dela- 
ware river. 


PASS  FOR  JOHN  SCHOUTEN  TO  GO  TO  DELAAVARE. 


Permit  and  Suffer  the  Bearer  hereof  John  Schouten  to  passe  out 
of  this  Port  w""  his  Sloope  The  Hope  to  Newcastle  in  Delaware 
river  or  parts  adjacent,  from  thence  to  returne  again  w""  his  Load- 
ing to  this  place  without  any  maner  of  Lett  hindrance  or  Molesta- 
tion whatsoever. 

Given,  &c.  this  10"'  of  March  1G72. 

To  all  Officers  whom  this  may  Concerue. 


PERMITT    FOR   M^   JOHN   GARLAND   TO   GO   TO   NEW- 
CASTLE AT   DELE  WARE  &   TRADE  THERE 
UP  THE  RIVER. 


These  are  to  Certify  that  at  the  request  of  John  Garland  an  In- 
habitant of  tills  City  I  liave  given  Licence  unto  him  or  Susanali 
his  wife  to  Trade  or  Traffick  w"'  the  Indyans  or  others  at  the  Whore- 
kill  or  any  other  parts  at  Delaware  in  any  Goods  not  proliibited 
and  likewise  as  occasion  shall  present  to  go  up  the  River  above 
Newcastle  av'"  their  Goods  &  Merchandize  in  any  Sloope  or  vessel 
belonging  to  this  place  going  from  hence  or  y'  shall  be  bound  back 
again  hither  according  to  the  Toleration  granted  by  we  in  Councel 
the  27"'  day  of  January  last.  And  all  Officers  &  Magistrates  in 
Delaware  are  hereby  required  not  to  give  any  Lett  liinderance  or 
molestation  thereunto.  Any  former  Ord'"^^  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Given  under  my  hand  &c.  this  10'"  of  March  1072. 

To  all  whom  this  may  Concerne. 
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At  a  Councell  held  c^c.  Apr.  U'"  1073. 
rRESEXT. — The  Governor. 
W  Delavall. 
M'  teteenwyck. 
The  Secretary. 
Tlie  Affairs  of  Whore-kill  taken  into  Consideration. 
The  Lres  from  C;i^)'  Carr,  Cap'.  Wliarton  &  Cap'.  Cantwell  read, 
w^*"  their  Proposalls  for  reduceiueu'  of  the  Place. 

It  is  Ordered  y'  a  Coinission  be  sent  to  y-  Officers  &  Magistrates 
at  Delaware  to  go  y'  Whore-kill  there  to  keep  a  Court  in  his  Ma"''' 
name  &  to  make  Inquiry  of  all  Irregular  Proceedings,  to  settle  the 
Governo''  &  Officers  there  as  formely  under  his  ^Ma'''"  Obedience  & 
the  Protection  of  his  Royal  Highness,  for  tlie  av-*"  there  shall  be 
likewise  be  sent  particular  Instructions. 

]\r  NicoUs  his  charges  at  Deleware  Ano  1669.  An  order  for 
the  paym'  of  it  out  of  y^  long  Finne  Fines  as  before. 

Deleware  last  charges  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Publick  But  sus- 
l)ended  for  furtlier  consideracon  how  k  in  w'  maner. 

Some  Survej'S  from  W  Wharton  Ordered  to  be  patented  w"'  the 
Restriction  of  Settleing  in  due  time. 


At  a  Councell  held  at  tlie  Fort  June  24"'  1673. 
Present — The  Governor. 

Cap'  Delevall. 

Cap'^  Steenwyck. 

The  Secretary  and  also  y"  Mayor  &  Al- 
dermen. 
The  First  thing  under  Debate  is  the  Addresse  from  the  Mayor  & 
Aldermen  to  the  Governor  about  Wampum  being  reduced  or  some 
otherway  instead  of  Coyne  w*^^''  is  wanting  to  be  found  out  for  the 
publick  good.  Upon  consideration  liad  thereupon  this  following 
Order  and  Proclamacon  may  made  viz'.  Whereas  the  great  Scare- 
ity  of  Wamp"'  througliout  these  his  Royal  Highness  his  Territories 
hath  been  taken  into  Consideracon,  great  quantityes  thereof  being 
yearly  transported  &  carry'd  away  by  the  Indians,  &  little  or  none 
brought  in  as  formerly,  w''''  is  conceived  to  be  occasioned  by  the 
low  Value  put  thereupon.  And  for  that  there  is  no  certahi  Coyne 
in  the  Governm"  but  in  lieu  thereof  Wampum  is  Esteemed  A;  re- 
ceived as  Current  paym'  for  Goods  &  Merchandize  as  well  as  other- 
wise betwixt  Man  &  Man.  To  Tlie  End  there  may  be  an  Encour- 
agem'  for  the  bringi)ig  in  of  the  s'*  Comodity  of  Wampum  into  the 
Governm'  &  y'  tliose  who  have  it  by  tiiem  may  be  induced  to  De- 
liver out  the  same. 


630  PAPERS  RELATIXG  TO  THE 

Tlie  Governor  by  «&  w'''  the  Advise  of  his  Councell  hatli  thought 
fitt  to  pubhsh  &  declare  &  by  these  i)reseiits  doth  Publish  &  De- 
clare that  from  and  after  the  Publicacou  hereof  at  the  next  Session 
of  the  Mayors  Court  in  this  City,  instead  of  ei<jht  white  &  four 
black  wampums  Six  White  &  three  black  shall  passe  in  Equal 
Value  thereof  as  a  Stiver  or  peny  &  three  times  so  much  the  value 
of  Silver,  the  w^"  all  persons  are  to  take  notice'of  &  be  conformable 
thereunto.  And  y'  no  person  in  the  Goverm'  may  pretend  Igno- 
rance herein,  Coi)ies  of  this  Proclomacon  are  to  be  sent  and  pro- 
mulgated in  Albany  Esopus  &  Delaware,  &  likewise  ui)on  Long 
Island  &  parts  adjacent  there  to  be  in  force  Avithin  eight  dayes  after 
the  knowledge  &  Publicacon  hereof. 

Given  under  my  hand  etc.  June  24'"  1673. 

Six  of  these  Proclamations  were  written,  3  for  y-  3  Ridings,  1  for 
Albany,  1,  for  Sopus  &  1  for  Delaware  besides  1,  for  the  City. 

JAMES. 


FROM  MIXUTES  OF  C^JUXCIL  OF  NEW  XETHERLAND 

1673-4. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commanders  and  Hon'''"  Council  of  War, 
holden  on  the  12">  of  September,  1673. 

Present — Commander  Jacob  Benckes, 

Commander  Cornells  Evertse,  Junior, 
Captain  Anthony  Colve. 

The  Deputies  from  the  South  river  entering  and  delivering  their 
credentials,  further  declaring  their  submission  to  the  sovereignty 
of  their  High  Mightiness  the  Lords  States-General  of  the  United 
Netherlands  and  his  Serene  Highness,  the  Prince  of  Orange,  with 
requests  that  they  may  be  granted  and  allowed  some  privileges, 
handing  in,  to  that  effect,  some  articles  which,  being  taken  into 
consideration,  it  is  ordered  as  follows: 

First.  The  Petitioners  are  allowed,  until  further  order  from  our 
Lords  Princii)als,  free  trade  and  commerce  with  Christians  and  In- 
dians, the  same  as  given  and  granted  to  all  other  inhabitants. 

2<*  A  person  shall  be  appointed  Commandant  over  the  South  river 
Avho  shall  be  authorized  to  enlist  10  (a  .  12  men  on  our  account,  and, 
furthermore,  to  summcm  every  sixtli  man  from  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  river,  and  to  order  a  fort  to  be  built  in  the  most  suita- 
ble place,  such  as  the  Commandant  shall  judge  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  said  river. 

3'*  The  Commandant  shall  appoint  a  person  to  collect  all  debts  due 
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the  English  government,  report  whereof  being  made  to  the  Hon"'^ 
Governor,  further  order  shall  be  issued  thereon. 

4'"  Tlie  Petitioners  are  allowed  Freedom  of  Conscience. 

S'-'  The  Hon^-e  Governor  shall,  at  the  proper  time,  make  due  dis- 
position of  the  valley  adjoining  the  place. 

G'"  Tlie  Swedes  and  Fins  residing  there  on  the  South  river  shall 
enjoy  the  same  privileges  as  will  be  granted  to  all  other  subjects  of 
tins  government. 

7'-  Li  compensation  and  consideration  of  the  excessive  expenses 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  Soutii  river  shall  have  to  incur  in  erect 
ing  the  tort,  they  are  hereby  granted  and  allowed  exemption  from 
all  rent  charges  and  excise  on  Wine,  Beer  and  distilled  liquors 
which  will  be  consumed  on  the  South  river  until  the  month  of  Mav 
in  the  year  1676. 

8"-  Those  of  the  English  nation  shall  enjoy  the  same  privileges  as 
as  will  be  granted  to  all  the  other  inhabitants  of  this  government 
provided  they  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

9'"  All  inhabitants  of  the  South  river  shall  have  and  hold  all  their 
houses,  lands  and  goods  lawfully  belonging  to  them. 

And  in  case  any  persons  now  resideing  in  Marvland  have  taken 
up  any  lands  in  the  South  river,  and  obtahied  legal  deeds  therefor 
such  persons  shall  be  permitted  within  the  time  of  three  months 
from  date  hereof  to  apply  to  tlie  Governor  here  and  obtain  confir- 
mation of  their  patents,  and  in  like  manner  they  shall  be  obliged  to 
settle  down  under  this  government,  and  take  oath  of  allegiance  on 
pam  of  forfeiting  their  lands  aforesaid.  Ady  as  above. 
(Signed),  JACOB  BENCKES, 

CORNELLS  EYERTSE,  Junior. 

And  wherea'i  it  is  highly  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  good 
order,  police,  and  so  forth,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  river 
be  provided  witli  some  courts  of  justice,  we  have  therefore  deemed 
it  necessary  to  order  and  instruct  the  inhabitants  of  said  river  to 
nominate  by  plurality  of  votes,  for  each  court,  eight  persons  as 
magistrates,  whose  jurisdiction  shall  provisionallv  extend  as  follow^- 

One  Court  of  Justice  for  New  Amstel,  to  which  provisionally 
shall  resort  the  inhabitants  dwelling  on  the  east  and  west  banks  of 
Knstina  kill  unto  Boomties  Hook,  with  those  of  Apoquenamins 
kill  inclusive. 

One  Court  of  Justice  for  the  inhabitants  of  Upland,  to  which  pro- 
visionally shall  resort  tlie  inhabitants  both  on  the  East  and  West 
banks  ol  Kristma  kill  and  upwards  unto  tlie  head  of  the  river 

One  Court  of  Justice  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Whorekill  to 
which  shall  provisionally  resort  the  inhabitants  both  on  the  East 
and  West  sides  of  Cape  Hinlooj.en,  unto  Boomties  Hook  aforesaid 
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And  all  the  aforesaid  inhabitants  are  herebj'  required  and  directed 
to  deliver  the  nomination  to  the  Commandant  or  Schout  Peter  Alrigs, 
to  be  then  transmitted  to  us  by  tlie  first  opportunity,  wlien  a  selec- 
tion shall  be  made  therefrom  and  sent  to  each  of  them.  Dated  as 
above. 

(Signed),  JACOB  BEXCKES, 

CORNELLS  EVERTSE,  Junior. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commanders  and  ILmi''''  Council  of  War, 
holden  on  the  lO"-  of  7'''',  1073. 

CojDmhsion  for  the  Hon''''  Governor-General  Anthonij  Colvc  recorded 
this  day  by  order  of  3Iess"  the  Comnutnders 

The  Honoreihle  Council  of  War  over  a  squeidron  of  sJtips  now  at 
anchor  in  Hudson^s  river  in  Ifew  Netherlands  for  etnd  in  the  name 
of  their  High  Mightinesses  the  States-General  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands, anel  his  Serene  Highness  the  Prince  (f  Orange. 

To  all  who  shall  see  or  hear  these.  Greeting: 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  to  a])point  a  fit  and  able  i)ers()n  as  Gov- 
ernor-General to  hold  the  supreme  command  over  this  conquest  of 
New  Netherland,  with  all  its  appendencies  and  dependencies,  be- 
ginning at  Cape  Hinloi)en,  or  the  suuth  side  of  Delaware  bay,  and 
fifteen  miles  more  southerly,  including  said  bay  and  South  river,  as 
they  were  formerly  i)ossessed  by  the  Directors  of  the  city  of  Am- 
sterdam, and  after  by  tlie  English  government,  in  tlie  name  and 
on  the  beiialf  of  the  Duke  of  York  ;  and  further  from  the  said  Cape 
Hinlopen  along  the  Great  Ocean  to  the  east  end  of  Long  Island 
and  Shelter  Island;  and  thence  westward  to  the  middle  of  the  chan- 
nel, called  the  Sound,  to  a  town  called  Greenwich,  on  tlie  main, 
and  so  to  run  landward  in,  northerly;  provided  that  such  line  shall 
not  come  within  ten  miles  of  the  North  river,  conformable  to  the 
provisional  settlement  of  the  boundary  made  in  16oUand  afterwards 
ratified  by  the  States-General,  February  23,  IBoG,  and  January  23, 
16(54:  with  all  the  lands,  islands,  rivers,  lakes,  kills,  creeks,  fresh 
and  salt  waters,  fortresses,  cities,  towns,  and  i)lantations  therein 
comprehended.  Wherefore,  beingsufficiently  assured  of  tlie  capacity 
of  Anthony  Colve,  Captain  of  a  company  of  Dutch  Infantry  in  the 
service  of  their  High  Mightinesses  the  States-General  of  the  United 
Netliei  lands  and  his  Serene  Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange,  &C.. 
by  virtue  of  our  commission  granted  us  by  their  before  mentioned 
High  Mightinesses  and  His  Serene  Highness,  we  have  ai)pointed. 
conniiissioned  and  (pialified.  as  we  do  by  these  jn-esents  commissioy 
and  qualify  tlie  said  Cajitain  Anthony  Colve  to  be  Governor-Gen- 
eral of  this  country  and  the  forts  thereunto  belonging,  with  all  the 
appendencies  and  dependencies  thereof ,  to  govern,  rule  and  jn'o- 
tect  them  from  all  invasions  of  enemies,  as  he,  to  the  best  of  his 
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ability  sliall  judge  most  necessary.  We  therefore  cliarge  all  high 
and  low  officers,  justices,  magistrates  and  other  commanders,  sol- 
diers, burgers  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  to  ackoowl- 
edge,  honor,  respect  and  obey  said  Anthony  Colve  as  their  Gevernor- 
General,  for  such  we  have  judged  necessary  for  the  service  of  the 
country.    All  subject  to  the  approbation  of  our  i)riiici])uls. 

Thus  done  at  Fort  William  ilendrick,  the  12th  day  of  August, 
1673. 

(Signed).  JACOB  BENCKES, 

CORNELIUS  EVERTSE,  Jun'. 


In  the  Name  of  the  Lokd.    Amen ! 

19"'  .September,  A"  1G73. 

Commit<sion  bj/  the  Hon'''''  Governor  Anthony  Colve  to  Peter  Alriys,  to 
he  Schout  and  Commandant  of  the  South  river  in  A''.  Ketherland. 

Anthony  Colve,  Governor-General  for  their  High  Mightine.-iHess  the 
Lords  States-General  of  the  United  Netherlands  and  his  Serene 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange,  etc. 

To  all  those  who  will  see  these  or  hear  thera  read,  Greeting: 

Whereas,  it  is  necessary  to  dispatch  a  fit  and  proper  ]»erson  as 
Commander  and  Schout  on  the  South  river  in  New  Netherland, 
lately  called  Delaware,  beginning  from  Cape  Henlopen  and  so  far 
more  southerly  as  the  same  was  heretofore  possessed  and  settled  at 
the  time  of  the  previous  Dutch  government ;  we  therefore,  on  the 
good  rei)ort  to  us  given  of  the  person  of  Peter  Alrighs.  late  Ensign 
and  Commissary  there  in  the  time  of  the  Dutch  government  afore- 
said, have  commissioned,  qualified  and  appointed,  and  do  hereby 
commission,  qualify  and  appoint  him,  Peter  Alrighs,  Commander 
and  Schout  of  said  river,  in  order  as  Commander  and  Schout,  under 
the  supreme  command  and  authority  as  afoi'esaid,  the  said  river  and 
its  inhabitants  both  on  the  east  and  west  banks  to  govern,  rule  and 
against  all  hostile  invasions  to  protect,  as  he  shall  find  consistent 
with  the  best  means  in  his  i)ower  for  the  public  service.  Hereby  or- 
dering and  commanding  all  olHcers.  justices,  magistrates,  burghers 
and  inhabitants  there,  the  abovenamed  Peter  Alrighs  as  their  Com- 
mander and  Schout,  under  the  supreme  authority  as  afi)resaid.  to 
honor,  respect  and  obey :  for  sucli  we  have  judged  necessary  for  the 
public  service.  All  subject  to  the  ai)pr..val  and  veto  of  our  Lords 
Princii)<ils.  Thus  done  in  Fort  AVillem  Ilendrick.  this  I'J"'  T'"''',  A" 
1673,  in  New  Netherland. 

•       (Signed),  A.  COLVE. 
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The  following  is  the  Oath  taken  by  Schout  Peter  Alrighs,  at  the 
hands  of  the  Governor : 

I,  Peter  Alrighs,  appointed  Schout  and  Comm  mder  on  tlie  South 
river  of  New  Xetherland,  by  the  Hon^'"''  Governor-General  for  their 
High  Mightinesses  tlie  Lords  States-General  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands, and  his  Serene  Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange,  etc.,  do 
l)rouiise  and  swear  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  tliat  I  in  that 
quality  will  be  true  and  faithful  to  their  High  Mightinesses  afore- 
said and  his  Serene  Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange,  together  witli  the 
Hon''"' Mighty  Patroons  of  this  country:  that  I  will  maintain  and 
aid  in  maintaining  the  lleformed  Religion:  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power  support  and  help  to  sii|)port  tlie  right  of  said  Patroons  in  this 
country,  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  administer  and  help  to 
adniinister  good  law  and  justice,  and  f  urtlier  so  govern,  comi)ort  and 
behave  myself  in  tliat  office  as  a  faithful  Schout  and  Commander  is 
bound  to  do.    So  truly  help  me  God  Almighty 

Order  to  Commander  Alrighs  to  Administer  tlie  Oath  of  Allegiance 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  tlie  South  River. 

Whereas,  it  is  necessary  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  river 
who  have  voluntarily  submitted,  shall  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  tlieir  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States-General  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  and  his  Serene  Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange,  etc. 
Therefore  the  Hon'''''  Governor-General  of  N.  Netherland  hath  to 
that  end  commissioned  and  authorized  Mr.  Peter  Alrighs  to  be 
Schout  and  Commander  of  the  Soutl)  river  aforesaid,  who  is  hereby 
autliorized  to  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  all  the  inhabitants 
of  said  river,  from  Cape  Hinlopen  off  unto  the  head  of  said  river, 
both  on  the  east  and  west  banks,  and  by  tlie  tirst  opportunity  to 
make  a  report  on  his  proceedings  in  tlie  premises,  accompanied  by  a 
correct  list  of  the  inhabitants  dwelling  there  on  said  river. 

Dated  Fort  Willem  Hendrick  this  25"'  of  7'*%  1673. 

Commission  for  Walter  Wharton  to  he  Land  Surveyor. 

Anthony  Colve,  Governor-General  for  their  High  Mightinesses  the 
States- General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  his  Serene  Highness 
the  Prince  (f  Orange,  <icc. 

WnEREAS  it  is  necessary  that  a  fit  person  be  appointed  and  au- 
thorized as  sworn  Land  Surveyor  in  the  South  river  of  New  Neth- 
erland to  survey  all  lands  and  lots  which  by  me  as  Governor-Gen- 
eral shall  be  laid  out  and  disposed  of.  as  well  as  lands  and  lots  of 
])rivate  persons,  for  which  office  the  i)erson  of  AValter  Wharton  late 
Surveyor  of  said  river  being  recommended  to  me  :  Therefore,  on  the 
good  report  to  me  made  of  the  capacity  and  fitness  of  said  Walter 
Wharton  to  perform  in  a  ])roper  manner  the  duties  of  said  office 
tliere,  1  have  commissioned  and  qTialilied  said  Walter  Wharton,  as 
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I  do  hereby  commission  and  qualify  him  from  now  henceforward,  on 
the  oath  by  him  taken  there  to  discharjje  and  to  perform  tlie  duties 
of  the  office  of  sworn  Surveyor,  hereby  giving^  him  full  i)ower  and 
authority  to  fill  that  office  on  the  salary  hereafter  to  be  fixed;  and 
further  to  observe  and  regulate  himself  according  to  the  orders  and 
instructions  which  he  from  time  to  time  shall  happen  to  receive 
from  me  in  the  premises. 

Dated  Fort  Willem  Hendrick  in  New  Netherland,  this  25'"  of 
September.  A"  1673. 

(Signed),  A.  COLYE. 

The  following  is  the  Oath  taken  by  Walter  Wharton  as  Surveyor, 
26'"  7'--,  1673 : 

I  Walter  Wharton  Surveijor  off  the  South  Rivier  here  to  fore 
Called  dellewarr;  being  Chosen  and  established  by  his  honn'' An- 
thony Colve  Govern*^  generall  off  the  New  Netherlands,  1  do  sweare 
bij  the  Everliving  Godt,  to  be  true  &  faithfull  to  the  high  & 
Mighty  Lords  the  States-Generall  off  the  United  belgicq  Provinces, 
&  his  Serene  highnesse  the  Prince  off  Orange,  and  to  tlieir  govern""  or 
govern"""  for  the  time  behig ;  Item  that  I  slial  bee  true  &  faithfull  in 
the  Survey  off  all  y"  Lands  for  which  I  shall  have  order,  Without 
respect  off  anij  Person  and  further  to  governe,  &  behave  my  selfe 
in  the  s""  Employm'  as  a  faithful  SurV  &  Subject  ought  to  doe.  Pro- 
vided that  I  sliall  not  be  forced  in  arms  againts  my  owne  Nation  if 
theij  be  sent  biij  authoritie  off  his  Majestij  off  England.  Soo  help 
mij  God. 

Commander  Alrighs  is  this  day  authorized  to  enlist  10  (a  .  12  sol- 
diers on  government  account,  including  2  corporals,  whose  ordinary 
pay  shall  be : 

One  corporal,  48  stivers  Hollands  per  week. 

One  private,  35  stivers  per  week. 

6  lbs.  of  beef,  or  3^  lbs.  of  pork,  per  week. 

6  lbs.  of  rye  bread  per  week. 

i  lb.  of  butter  per  week. 

i  barrel  of  small  beer  for  7  men  per  week. 

1  skepel  of  peas  per  month. 

Dated  Fort  W  illem  Hendrick,  this  26""  7"",  1673. 

Instruction  for  Andries  Draeyer,  Vommandcr  ani  Sckout : 

Mr.  Marten  Cregier  : 

Whereas,  Andries  Draeyer.  the  Commandant  of  Fort  Nassau, 
Avill  stand  in  need  of  some  money  for  the  supjiort  of  that  F"'ort  and 
its  garrison,  therefore  have  I  considered  it  necessary  to  provide  him 
with  credit  there ;  and  you  are  hereby  required  to  furnish  the  above- 
named  Commander  on  his  order  whatever  he  shall  need  for  that 
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puri)ose,  until  otherwise  directed,  and  not  fail  every  three  raonLlis 
to  transmit  to  me  proper  account  of  tlie  same.    "Whereupon  relying, 
I  i-emain,  cStc. 
Dated  Fort  Willem  Hendrick,  the  27'"  7''^%  1673. 

Instruction  for  Peter  Ahlrkkx,  Schout  and  Commander  at  the  South 

river. 

1. — Tlie  pure,  true  Cliristian  religion,  according  to  the  Synod  of 
Dort,  shall  be  taught  and  maintained  in  every  proper  manner,  with- 
out suffering  anything  to  be  attempted  contrary  thereunto  by  any 
other  sectaries. 

2. — lie  is  earnestly  reconnnended  to  keep  his  men  in  good  order 
and  strictly  within  the  Fort  all  night. 

3. — He  shall  keep  up  good  correspondence  with  the  Commissaries 
of  the  South  river. 

4.— He  shall  keep  the  Natives  and  Indians  as  much  as  possible  de- 
voted to  him  and  render  by  all  means  in  his  power  the  Dutch  gov- 
ernment agreeable  to  them. 

5.— In  issuing  the  rations  he  shall  regulate  himself  ])y  the  follow- 
ing : 

For  eacli  man,  a  week,  6  lbs  of  beef  or  3i  lbs  of  pork ;  6  lbs  of 
bread  ;  i  lb.  of  butter,  or  2  stivers  Hollands  instead. 
i  barrel  small  beer  for  seven  men. 
1  skelpel  of  i)eas  a  man,  a  month,  in  addition. 

6.— In  regard  to  the  otiice  of  Schout.  he  shall  conduct  himself 
therein  according  to  the  instruction  which  shall  be  sent  him  to  that 
effect. 

7. — Furthermore,  he  shall  have  to  regulate  himself  agreealdy  to 
any  additional  orders  and  instructions  wliich  will  be  transmitted  to 
him  from  time  to  time. 

8.— He  sliall  not  fail  on  all  occasions  to  report  what  passes  there. 
and  when  necessary  to  send  a  boat  express  for  that  purpose. 

Dated  Fort  Willem  Hendrick,  27"'  September,  1673. 

Prorisional  Instruction  for  the  Schout  and  Ilayistrates. 

Art.  1.— The  Sheriff  and  Magistrates  shall,  each  in  his  quality, 
take  care  that  the  Reformed  Christian  Religion  be  maintained  in 
conformity  to  the  Synod  of  Dordrecht  without  permitting  any  other 
sects  attempting  anything  contrary  thereto. 

2.— The  Sheriff  shall  be  i)resent,  as  often  ;;s  i>ossible.  at  all  the  meet- 
ings and  preside  over  the  same:  but  should  he  act  for  himself  as 
l)arty,  or  in  behalf  of  tlie  rights  of  the  Lords  Patroons  or  of  Justice, 
he  shall,  in  such  case,  rise  from  his  seat  and  leave  the  Bench  and  in 
that  event  he  shall  not  have  any  advisory  much  less  a  concluding 
vote,  but  the  oldest  Schepen  shall,  tlien.  preside  in  his  place. 

3.— All  cases  relating  to  the  Police,  Security  and  Peace  of  the  In- 
habitants ;  also  to  Justice  between  man  and  man,  shall  be  linally 
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determined  by  the  Macfistrates  of  each  of  the  aforesaid  villa-es  to 
the  amount  of,  and  under, sixty  florins,  Beaver,  Avithout  appeal -'in 
case  the  sum  be  larger  the  aggrieved  party  may  appeal  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Sheriff  and  Councillors  delegated  from  the  villages  subject 
to  Ins  jurisdiction,  for  which  purpose  one  person  shall  be  annually 
appomted  from  each  village  who  shall  assemble  in  the  most  con- 
venient  place  to  be  selected  by  them,  and  who  shall  have  power  to 
pronounce  tinal  judgment  to  the  amount  of  fl.  240  Beavers  and 
tliereunder.  But  in  all  cases  exceeding  that  sum  each  one  shall  be 
entitled  to  an  appeal  to  the  Governor-General  and  Council  here. 

4.-In  case  of  inequality  of  votes,  the  minoritv  shall  submit  to  the 
majority  ;  but  tliose  who  are  of  a  contrary  oi)inion  may  have  it  re- 
corded m  the  minutes  but  not  divulge  it  without  tlie 'meeting  on 
pain  of  arbitrary  correction. 

o.-Whenever  any  cases  occur  in  the  meeting  in  which  any  of  the 
Magistrates  are  interested,  sucli  Magistrate  shall,  in  that  instance, 
rise  and  absent  himself,  as  is  hereinbefore  stated,  in  the  2^  article 
of  the  Sheriff.  ' 

6.-A11  inhabitants  of  the  abovenamed  villages  shall  be  citable 
before  said  Sheriff  and  Schepens  or  their  delegated  Councillors  who 
shall  hold  their  meetings  and  courts  as  often  as  they  shall  consider 
requisite. 

7.— All  criminal  offences  shall  be  referred  to  the  Governor-General 
and  Council,  on  condition  tliat  the  Sheriff  be  obliged  to  apprehend 
the  offenders,  to  seize  and  detain  them  and  to  convev  them  as  pris- 
oners under  proper  safeguard  to  tlie  Chief  Magistrate  with  good  and 
correct  informations  for  or  against  the  offenders. 

8.— Smaller  offences,  such  as  quarrels,  abusive  words,  threats 
fisticuffs  and  such  like,  are  left  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Magis- 
trates of  each  particular  village. 

9.-The  Sheriff  and  Schepens  shall  have  power  to  conclude  on  some 
ordinances  for  the  welfare  and  peace  of  the  inhabitants  of  their  dis 
trict  such  as  laying  out  highways,  setting  off  lands  and  gardens  and 
in  like  manner  what  appertains  to  agriculture,  observance  of  the 
Sabbath,  erecting  churciies,  scliool-houses  or  similar  public  works 
Item,  against  fighting  and  wrestling  and  such  petty  offences  pro 
vided  such  ordinances  are  not  contrary  but  as  far  as  is  possible 
conformable  to  the  Laws  of  our  Fatherland  and  the  Statutes  of  this 
Province  ;  and,  therefore,  all  orders  of  any  importance  shall,  before 
publication,  be  j.resented  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  his  approval 
thereof  requested. 

lO.-The  said  Sheriff  and  Schepens  shall  be  bound  strictlv  to  ol)- 
serve  and  cause  to  be  observed  the  Placards  and  Ordinances  which 
shall  be  enacted  and  published  by  the  supreme  authoritv,  and  not 
suffer  anything  to  be  done  against  them,  but  cause  the  transgressors 
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therein  to  be  proceeded  against  according  to  the  tenor  thereof;  and 
further,  promptly  execute  sucli  orders  as  the  Governor-General  shall 
send  them  from  time  to  time. 

11. — The  Sheriff  and  Schepens  shall  be  also  obliged  to  acknowledge 
as  their  Sovereign  Rulers,  their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lord  States- 
General  of  the  United  Netherlands  and  his  Serene  Highness  the 
Lord  Prince  of  Orange,  and  to  maintain  their  sovereign  jurisdic- 
tion, right  and  domain  over  this  countrj'. 

12. — The  selection  of  all  inferior  officers  and  servants  in  tl)e  em- 
ploy of  the  Sheriff  and  of  the  Schepens,  the  Secretary  alone  ex- 
cepted, shall  be  made  and  confirmed  by  themselves. 

]3. — The  Sheriff  shall,  by  himself  ordeputies  execute  all  the  Mag- 
istrates' judgments  and  not  dischai-ge  any  one  except  by  advice  of 
the  Court ;  he  shall  also  take  good  care  that  the  places  under  his 
charge  shall  be  cleansed  of  all  mobs,  gamblers,  whore-houses  and 
such  like  impurities. 

14. — The  Sheriff  shall  receive  tlie  half  of  all  civil  fines  accruing 
during  his  term  of  office  together  with  one-third  part  of  what  be- 
longs to  the  respective  villages  from  criminal  cases;  but  he  shall 
neither  directly  nor  indirectly  receive  any  presents  forbidden  by  law. 

15. — Towards  the  time  of  election,  the  Sheriff  and  Schepens  shall 
nominate  as  Sciiei)ens  a  double  number  of  the  best  qualified,  the 
honestest,  most  intelligent  and  wealthiest  inhabitants,  exclusively 
of  the  Reformed  Christian  Religion  or  at  least  well  affected  there- 
unto, to  be  presented  to  the  Governor,  who  shall  then  make  his  elec- 
tion therefrom  with  continuation  of  some  of  tlie  old  ones  in  case  his 
Honor  may  deem  it  necessary. 

Dated  Port  Willem  Hendrick,  the  first  of  October,  1673. 

The  preceding  instruction,  as  registered  word  for  word,  is  sent  to 
Schout  Peter  Aldrichs  and  the  Magistrates  of  the  respective  Towns 
on  the  South  river. 

Neav  Orange,  this  12"'  of  October.  1673. 
Mr.  Alrighs  :  This  serves  to  cover  the  inclosed  instruction  for 
you  and  the  Magistrates  of  the  respective  subaltern  Courts  of  jus- 
tice in  the  South  river,  which  are  sent  you  by  the  Governor's  order; 
you  will  please  transmit  a  copy  to  each  of  tliem  in  order  that  they 
may  regulate  themselves  accordingly.  His  Honor  has  made  some 
alteration  in  the  distribution  of  provisions,  respecting  which  you 
will  find  an  order  herewith.  In  other  respects  nothing  has  trans- 
pired here  since  you  left  worthy  notice.  Therefore,  breaking  off, 
I  shall,  after  salutation,  commend  you  to  God's  protection,  and 
remain, 

Your  affectionate  friend, 

N.  BxVYARD,  Secretary. 
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Regulation  for  Commander  Alriyhs  in  the  Issuiny  of  Provisions. 

For  each  man,  per  week,  7  lbs  of  beef  or  4  lbs  of  pork  :  6  lb.  of 
bread ;  i  lb.  of  butter  or  the  value  thereof ;  2  stivers  Hollands. 

For  each  man,  per  month,  li  peck  peas. 

For  7  men  per  week,  i  barrel  small  beer. 

For  each  man,  for  three  months,  1  peck  of  salt. 

The  sergeants  shall  receive  H  ration  each,  and  the  corporals  li 
each. 

Done  at  fort  W™  hendrich  this  6"^  of  Octob.,  1673. 

28th  gber  Prom  the  nomination  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  AVhore- 
kill  in  the  South  river,  the  Governor  hath  selected  as  Magistrates 
for  the  next  year,  ^Ir.  Hermanus  Wiltbanck,  Sander  Maelsteyn, 
Doctor  John  Roots,  "William  Claesen. 

Whereas  I  am  informed  that  2  millstones  are  lying  idle  in  the 
Whorekill  which  heretofore  belonged  to  the  city's  colonic  in  the 
South  river ;  and  whereas  the  garrison  at  New  Amstel  hath  need  of 
them,  therefore  the  Magistrates  of  the  Wliorekill  are  herf^by  ordered 
to  cause  said  stones  to  be  delivered  to  the  Commandant,  Peter  Al- 
.rigs. 

Done  Fort  Willem  Hendrick,  this  28'"  9"",  1673. 


COMMISSION  OF  MAJOR  EDMUND  ANDROSS  TO  BE 
GOVERNOR  OF  NEW^  YORK. 


J  AMES  Duke  of  Yorke  and  Albany,  Earle  of  Ulster.  &'  Whereas 
it  hath  pleased  y^  King's  most  Excellent  Ma'-'  my  Soveraigne  Lord 
and  brother  by  his  Lett"  Patents  to  give  and  grant  unto  Mee  and 
my  heyres  and  assignes  all  that  part  of  y^  Maine  Land  of  New  Eng- 
land beginning  at  a  certaine  place  called  or  knowne  by  y"  name  of 
S''  Croix  next  adjoyneing  to  New  Scotland  in  America  and  from 
thence  extending  along  y"  sea  Coast  unto  a  certaine  place  called 
Pemaquin  or  Pemaquid  and  soe  up  the  River  thereof  to  y''  furthest 
head  of  the  same,  as  it  tendeth  Northwards  and  extending  from 
thence  to  the  River  Kinebequi  and  soe  upwards  by  y"  shortest  course 
to  y''  River  Canada  northwards.  And  also  all  that  Island  or  Islands 
comonly  called  or  knowne  by  y  severall  names  of  Matowacks  or 
Long  Island  scituate  lying  and  being  towards  y*^  West  of  Cape  Codd 
and  y"  Narrow  Higansetts  abutting  upon  y^maine  land  betweene  y 
two  rivers  there  called  or  knowne  by  y-'  severall  names  of  Conecticut 
and  Hudsons  River  together  also  w"'  y  said  river  called  Hudsons 
River  and  all  y  land  from  y  West  side  of  Conecticut  river  to  y* 
East  side  of  Delaware  Bay,  and  also  all  those  severall  Islands  called 
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or  knowiie  b}'  y  name  of  Martine  Vynyards  and  Xantukes  other- 
wise Jsantukett,  together  with  all  tlie  Lands  islands  soiles  rivers 
harbours  mines  mineralls  quarryes  woods  marshes  waters  lakes 
fisliijicrs  hawking  Imnting  and  fowling  and  all  royaltyes  and  protfitts 
('t)ni6dityes  and  liereditaments  to  y  said  severall  islands  lands  and 
])remisses,  belonging  and  apperteyneing  with  their  and  every  of  their 
a])inirtenancies:  To  hold  y  same  to  my  owne  proper  use  and  be- 
lioofe  w"'  ])ower  to  correct  punish  pardon  govern  and  rule  y  in- 
habitants thereof  by  my  selfe  or  sticli  dejjutyes  Comiss""-  or  officers 
as  I  shall  think  fitt  to  appoint,  as  by  his  Ma""  said  Letters  Pattents 
may  more  fully  api)eare.  And  whereas  I  have  conceived  a  good 
opinion  of  the  integrity  prudence  ability  and  fittnesse  of  Major  Ed- 
mund Andros  to  be  employed  as  my  Ijieutenant  there,  I  liave  there- 
fore thought  fitt  to  constitute  and  ai)i)oint  him  y  said  M;ijor  Ed- 
mund Andros  to  bee  my  Lieu"  and  Governour  within  y''  lands  islands 
and  places  aforesaid  to  performe  and  execute  all  and  every  y  powers 
w''  are  by  y  said  letters  Patents  graunted  unto  Mee  to  be  executed 
by  Me  my  Deputy  Agent  or  Assignes  To  have  and  to  hold  y"  said 
place  of  Jjieutennant  and  Governour  unto  him  y  said  Edmund 
Andros  Esq""  but  dureingmy  will  and  pleasure  only.  Hereby  willing' 
and  requireing  all  and  every  y*"  inhabitants  of  y*  said  lands  islands 
and  ]ilaces  to  give  obedience  unto  him  y'^said  Edmund  Andros  Esci'' 
in  all  things  according  to  y  tenure  of  His  Ma"  Letters  Patents. 
And  y'  said  Edmund  Andros  Esq''  to  observe  follow  and  execute 
such  orders  and  directions  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from 
myselfe. 

Given  under  mv  hand  and  scale  at  Windsor  this  first  of  July  1G7-4. 

JAMES. 

By  command  of  His  Roy"  Higbness 

JO:  WKRDEX. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  GOVERNOR  ANDROSS. 


Instruccons  for  Efhn''  Andros  Esq"  my  L'  Govern"  of  Long  Island, 
JVeui  York  and  my  ndjac'  territories  in  America. 

1.— You  shall  together  with  these  Instructions  receive  a  copie  of 
His  ^Ma"  Patent  for  granting  unto  Mee  J^ong  Island  and  some  part 
of  ye  Continent  adjacent  by  aa'*=''  you  will  see  how  far  y'  territory 
doth  extend  W^''  is  comitted  to  your  chardge :  besides  such  other  ac- 
cessions as  have  been  gained  by  armes  w^^''  are  not  agreed  by  Treaty 
to  be  surrendered. 

2. — ^When  you  shalbe  arrived  at  New  Yorke  you  shall  take  posses- 
sion thereof  in  my  name  from  those  Dutch  who  have  lately  seated 
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themselves  there  and  are  oblidcced  by  y"  .  .  .  Article  of  His  Ma", 
last  Treaty  of  Peace  w^"  y°  States  Generall  of  y  United  Provinces 
to  surrender  it  in  y"  same  condicon  that  it  was  at  y"  time  of  y**  pub- 
lication of  y  said  Treaty. 

3. — Being  ])ossessed  of  New  York  (and  in  vertue  thereof,  of  y'= 
territoryes  thereunto  belonging)  you  shall  by  all  possible  meanes 
satisfy  y''  inhabitants,  as  well  Natives  as  Straungers  as  English  that 
your  intention  is  not  to  disturbe  them  in  their  possessions,  but  on  y" 
contrary  that  yo"^  comeing  is  for  tlieir  proteccon  and  benefitt,  for  y'' 
encouragement  of  Planters  and  Plantations  and  y  improvement  of 
trade  and  comerce,  and  for  y'=  preservacon  of  religion  justice  and 
equity  amongst  you. 

4. — And  y-  better  to  perswade  y''  Inhabitants  of  y"  sincerity  of  yo"" 
intencons  herein,  you  are  in  y  first  ])lace  to  take  care  y'  a  strict  dis- 
cipline be  kept  among  y°  SokV-  and  Officers  und'  yo""  Comand, 
severely  punishing  any  disorderly  or  debauched  jiroceedings  among 
them,  thereby  to  avoyd  all  cause  of  Complaints  from  y^'  Inhabitants 
and  at  y*^^  same  time  to  invite  y'"  by  yo'  example  to  live  soberly  and 
discreetly  in  theire  severall  vocacons. 

5. — You  are  not  to  molest  or  vex  any  person  of  y''  Inhabitants 
there,  upon  pretence  of  their  haveing  lately  dealt  treacherously  in 
assisting  Eveson  or  his  party  in  takeing  y''  Fort  or  in  giveing  him 
intelligence  of  y*^  condicon  thereof ,  tiiereby  to  invite  him  to  the  at- 
tempt (except  such  person  having  otfended  shall  prove  to  be  an  Eng- 
lishman, in  w'*'  case  onely  you  are  to  proceed  against  him  to  y^  for- 
feiture of  his  estate,  or  as  y*^^  law  shall  determi^.e)  But  if  you  shall 
find  any  of  y-'  Di;tch  (or  other  forreigners)  inhabitants  have  been 
active  in  y  matter,  you  shall  take  care  to  observe  them  more  circum- 
spectly hereafter,  and  if  they  be  posted  in  any  place  of  strength 
where  the  continuance  of  persons  of  doubtfuU  affections  may  be 
dangerous,  you  shall  by  all  lawfull  means  induce  them  to  remove  to 
other  places  as  beneficiall  to  them  but  less  hazardous  to  y-  publick 
safety. 

6.— You  are  to  dispose  of  y^  sold"  und''  yo'  comand  according  as 
you  judge  fittest  for  y«  security  of  yo'  govern m',  takeing  speciall 
care  of  y"  Forts  of  New  York  and  New  Albany  as  being  places 
upon  w'=''  (in  a  manner)  wholely  depend  y=  safety  and  trade  of  y" 
whole  country. 

7— You  shall  give  all  manner  of  encouragement  to  planters  of  all 
Nations,  but  especially  to  Englishmen,  to  come  and  settle  und""  Yo' 
governmen'  and  you  shall  assigne  them  lands,  either  of  the  un- 
planted  or  of  such  planted  lands  as  shalbe  confiscated  from  time  to 
time,  by  the  crimes  and  convictions  of  the  former  possessors,  or 
shall  escheate  to  Me;  makeing  this  difference,  that  such  as  shalbe 
settled  in  lands  formerly  planted,  be  obliged  to  certaine  services 
(gratis)  for  y^  ease  of  y"  govemm',  beyond  what  y  others  are 
41— Vol.  V. 
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oblidged  to,  and  if  you  can  reserve  out  of  y  confiscated  lands  and 
others,  sufficient  for  y"  maintenance  of  y '  sovernem',  you  shall  doe 
good  service  in  applying  the  rents  of  them  to  that  use. 

8.— Your  next  care  must  be  to  settle  y"  Publique  Paym"  and  impo- 
sitions, and  the  course  of  justice  for  determining  all  differences 
amongst  the  Inhabitants  and  others  und''  yo"^  jurisdiction.  For  y« 
Publique  Payments  in  reguard  upon  y^'  best  enquiry  that  can  be 
made  here  into  y  state  of  trade  in  those  countryes  and  y"  causes  y' 
may  have  been  most  efficient  in  y"  delay  of  those  improvem'-'  w*^*"  it 
liath  long  been  lio})ed  miglit  be  made  therein;  it  seems  necessary  to 
make  some  abatem'"  in  y"  customes,  aswell  to  encourage  those  who 
are  already  settled  tliere,  as  to  invite  otliers  (especially  His  Ma" 
subjects  )  to  trafficke  and  inhabitt  w"'  you  ;  therefore  it  will  be  con- 
venient that  you  iiave  these  Rules  following: 

Rules  established  for  if  Customes  at  New  York. 

Forraigne  goods  imported  to  New  York  are  to  pay  as  followeth, 
viz' 

1  .—All  Goods  ( except  such  as  are  here  particularly  rated  )  shipped 
in  EngP  or  in  any  of  tlie  English  Plantations  when  imported  into 
New  York,  are  to  nay  Two  p'  Cent  ad  valorem;  but  if  it  shall  ajv 
peare  that  any  ship  came  from  any  other  country  to  England  w'"  a 
cargo  of  goods  and  paying  her  Customes  there,  proceed  thence  for 
New  York  w"'  y'  said  cargo,  y"^"  the  goods  of  such  cargo  to  i)ay  Ten 
p"^  cent  ad  valorem. 

All  those  goods  goeing  up  Hudson's  River  to  pay  Three  p''  Cent 
ad  valorem  over  and  above  y  Two  p'  cent  at  importocon  at  New 
York. 

2. — Salt  ( except  it  be  for  y"  fishery  )  at  importacon  to  New  York 
to  pay  Three  p'  Cent  ad  valorem  and  nothing  more  at  goeing  up  y 
River. 

3.— Wines  from  any  Port  to  pay  Ten  shillings  p'  Butt  or  Pipe. 

Brandy  and  other  Spiritts  to  pay  fifteene  shillings  p"'  Hogohead. 

Rum  to  pay  six  shillings  per  Hogshead. 

All  those  liquors  goeing  up  Hudson's  River  to  pay  y  same  rates 
againe  at  goeing  up  y  River  as  they  paid  at  comeing  into  New 
York. 

Goods  of  the  Country  comeing  into  New  York  are  to  pay  as  fol- 
loweth viz' 

1.— Beaver  p'  merchandable  skin  to  pay  one  shilling  three  pence 
p^  skin.  All  otlier  furrs  skins  and  Peltry  to  pay  proportionably 
to  Beaver. 

2. —Tobacco  of  y  growth  of  y^  place  if  it  goes  for  England  to  pay 
two  shill.  p''  Hogsliead  ;  but  Tobacco  of  y  place,  if  it  do  not  give 
bond  to  come  for  Eng'^  according  to  y<=  Stat,  of  25  Rs.  Car.  2.  is  to 
pay  in  Tobacco,  one  peny  p''  weight. 
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3. — All  ^oods,  both  of  y  country  and  forreigne  goods  to  be  und' 
y  ■  same  regulacon  and  payni'^  in  Delaware  River  as  in  Hudson's 
River. 

Lastly.— These  Rates  to  hold  good  for  three  yeares  to  comence 
from  y*'  arrivall  and  publication  of  y'"  at  New  York. 

Provided,  neverthelesse,  y'  all  utensills  such  as  spades,  axes, 
plowshares,  shovells,  and  such  like  as  shalbe  necessary  and  imployed 
about  y''  improvem'  of  Plantacons  shalbe  exempt  from  y''  paying 
of  three  p''  Cent  ad  valorem  at  tlieir  going  up  the  River. 

In  what  relates  to  other  payments  of  Publique  nature,  such  as 
are  excise,  benefitts  from  a  publique  Weigli-house,  merketts,  port- 
duties,  pilotage,  tines,  ameraciam"  &'  or  soe  many  of  them,  or  such 
like  as  upon  enquiry  you  shall  find  have  been  used  and  gathered  by 
Coll.  Nicholls  and  Coll.  Lovelace,  you  are  by  some  temporary  ord'  to 
continue  for  six  or  twelve  months,  which  you  may  afterwards  renue 
for  6  or  12  months  more  (if  in  y  interim  you  shall  not  have  received 
ord"  from  me  therein,  declareing  y'  yo'  intention  is  to  send  to  me  ; 
but  in  the  mean  time  it  is  of  necessity  y'  they  continue  their  pay- 
m'^  and  by  y  means  it  is  probable  they  will  more  cheerfully  sub- 
mitt  to  any  part  w="  shall  seeme  greivous  to  y""  whereby  you  will 
have  y  more  time  to  settle  all  things. 

As  to  y  course  of  justice  you  are  to  take  care  y'  it  be  adminis- 
tered w'"  all  possible  equality  w'"out  regard  to  Dutch  or  English  in 
their  i)rivate  concernes,  it  being  my  desire  as  much  as  may  be,  that 
such  as  live  under  your  governm'  may  have  as  much  satisfaction  in 
their  condicon  as  is  possible,  and  y'  w'^''out  y=  least  appearance  of 
partiallity,  they  may  see  tlieir  just  riglits  preserved  to  y"'  inviolably. 

And  as  to  }""  formes  of  Justice,  I  tliink  it  best  for  you  to  put  in 
execution  such  lawes  rules  and  ord'-^  as  you  find  have  been  estab- 
lished by  Coll.  Nicholls  and  Coll.  Lovelace,  and  not  to  vary  from 
them  but  upon  emergent  necessities,  and  y''  advice  of  yo''  Councell 
and  the  gravest  &  experienced  persons  there ;  and  if  any  such  alter- 
acon  be  made,  that  it  be  only  temporary  for  a  yeare,  and  if  it  be  not 
confirmed  by  me  within  that  time,  then  to  be  utterly  voyd  at  y''  end 
of  that  yeare  and  of  noe  force  at  all,  as  if  such  alteracon  or  new 
law  never  had  been  p'^mitted.  1  therefore  recomend  to  you  to  con- 
tinue y  Courts  of  Justice,  as  they  have  been  established  and  used 
hitherto.  And  as  to  y  choice  of  Magistrates  and  Officers  of  Jus- 
tice, I  must  referr  y'  to  yo'  prudence,  w-''  when  you  shalbe  upon  y'' 
place,  will  best  direct  you  to  those  persons  W^"  have  most  reputacon 
both  for  their  abilities  and  integrity,  and  for  those  reasons  most  ac- 
ceptable to  y"  Inhabitants.  But  you  are  not  to  make  any  oflicerfor 
above  one  yeare  or  otherwise  y"  during  pleasure. 

9. — You  shall  not  lett  to  farme  any  part  of  y-  publique  impositions 
or  revenue  for  above  one  yeare,  if  it  shalbe  found  fitt  to  farme  it ; 
of  w'^''  as  yett  can  be  made  noe  judgment. 
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10. — For  your  better  prosecuteing  these  Instruccons  and  better  ad- 
vanceing  y"  good  of  y  place  &  territory  w"^"  I  liave  comitted  to  yC" 
trust  and  care,  you  sliall  choose  to  yo"^  selfe  of  y  most  prudent  per- 
sons inhabiting  ■v\'"'in  yo"'  governm'  a  Councell  consisting  of  such  a 
number  as  you  shall  find  convenient,  not  exceeding  the  number  of 
Ten,  W"  whom  you  shall  consult  upon  all  extraordinary  occasions 
relating  to  my  service  and  y"  good  of  y  country ;  who  shall  hold 
their  respective  places  dureing  my  pleasure,  (  unless  they  shall  for- 
feit }""  siime  by  some  crime  rendering  them  unworthy  thereof)  m'"' 
Councello''';isallsoe  y-'  Magistrates  and  all  persons  in  places  of  bene- 
fitt,  before  they  enter  ujion  tlie  execucon  of  their  offices,  shall  take 
y*^  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  His  Majesty  and  of  that  fidelity  to  my 
selfe,  as  alsoe  y  peculiar  to  his  office. 

11. — You  shall  permitt  all  persons  of  what  Religion  soever,  quietly 
to  inhabitt  w"'in  y  precincts  of  yo'  jurisdiccon,  w"'out  giveing  y"' 
any  disturbance  or  disquiet  whatsoever,  for  or  by  reason  of  their 
differing  opinions  in  matter  of  Religion :  Provided  they  give  noe 
disturbance  to  y  ])ublique  peace,  nor  doe  molest  or  disquiet  others 
in  y""  free  exercize  of  their  religion. 

12. — In  assigneing  lands  to  new  Planters  you  shall  as  nere  as  you 
can  observe  the  rules  and  propositions  given  to  planters  by  those  of 
New  England  and  Maryland,  thatsoe  at  y''  least  Planters  may  have 
eqiiall  cncouragem'  to  plant  w'"  yo'  precincts  as  in  any  other  neigh- 
boring colony  ;  in  w"^''  you  are  to  reserve  some  rent  to  Me,  y  propor- 
con  whereof  must  be  left  to  yo'^  discretion  upon  tlie  place  and  dis- 
course with  y'  Planters.  And  you  shall  take  what  care  you  can  to 
settle  a  good  correspondence  w"'  y  neighboring  English  Plantacons 
as  well  those  of  New  England  as  those  of  Maryland. 

13.  You  are  to  send  me  by  the  first  opportunity  a  Map  w"'y  exact 
description  of  y"  whole  territory  und'  yo"^  governm'  w"'  y*-'  severall 
Plantacons  upon  it,  and  also  y^  Fortifications  where  any  be.  And 
you  are  likewise  to  send  Me  a  list  of  all  y  officers  employed  under 
you  in  y'  governm'  together  with  all  publique  chardges  and  y'=  reve- 
nues, w""  y''  probability  of  y"  increase  or  diminucon  thereof  und'' 
every  head  or  article  of  yo''  list. 

14.  You  are  to  take  y''  best  advice  you  can,  and  totransmitt  an  Ac- 
count to  Me  of  y'^  most  easy  and  speediest  meanes  to  lessen  y^  chardge 
of  y*"  governm'  w"'out  weakening  or  hazarding  it ;  that  soe  by  de- 
grees I  may  reape  from  thence  some  advantages,  in  returne  tor  y 
great  expence  and  trouble  I  have  been  at  in  protecting  that  Colony. 

15.  When  opi)ortunities  shall  offer  themselfes  (as  I  am  informed 
they  frequently  doe)  forpurchaseing  great  tracts  of  land  for  Me  from 
y^  Indians,  for  small  sumes  ;  you  being  upon  y'=  place  can  best  judge 
of  y  convenience  or  prejudice  may  arise  to  Me.  either  in  embrace- 
ing  or  declineing  those  opportunities :  and  therefore  I  referr  y  par- 
ticular wholely  to  yo'^  discretion  w""  y'^  advice  of  yo''  Councell. 
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16.  In  case  of  your  death  (w="  God  forbidd)  mv  will  and  pleasure 
IS,  that  Lieu'  Anthony  Brockholes  shall  succeed  vou  in  y^  governin' 
of  New  Yorke  Long  Island  and  y-^  rest  of  y'  lands  und^  yo^  trust  and 
care, and  y'  he  put  in  execucon  these  instruccons  in  y^  same  manner 
as  yo''  selfe  might  or  ought  to  doe. 

17.  Lastly ;  notwithstanding  any  clause  or  article  in  y  body  of  y" 
laws  of  New  Yorke,  to  r  contrary,  All  Warr'-,  writs,  executions, 
«&<=  shalbe  continued  to  run  in  y=  Kings  name,  as  hath  been  practized 
by  Coll.  Nicholls  and  Coll.  Lovelace. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Scale  at  Windsor  y=  V  day  of  July  1674. 


COMMISSION  OF  MAJOR  ANDROS  TO  BE  CAPTAIN  OF  A 
COMPANY  OF  FOOT. 


To  Major  Edm''  Andros. 
Whereas  the  King  my  soveraigne  Lord  &  Brother  hath  been 

pleased  to  permitt  the  raising  of  a  Company  of  Foot  to  be  trans- 
ported unto  New  Yorke  in  America  w^"  His  Ma'-^  hath  been  pleased 
to  grant  unto  Mee  by  Letters  Patents.  And  whereas  out  of  y=  good 
opinion  I  conceive  of  you  I  have  thought  fitt  to  constitute  and  ap- 
point you  to  be  Captaine  of  y^'  said  Company  of  Foot  Soldiers  con- 
sisting of  one  hundred  men  besides  Officers.  These  are  therefore  to 
will  and  require  you  to  take  into  your  charge  and  comand  the  said 
Company  as  Captaine  accordingly  and  duelv  to  exercise  the  said 
Officers  and  soldiers  thereof  in  armes  and  to  [use]  your  i)est  care  and 
endeavours  to  keep  y"  in  good  ord^  and  discipline.  Hereby  willing 
and  commanding  them  to  obey  you  in  all  things  as  their  Captaine. 
And  you  likewise  to  observe  and  follow  such  ord^  and  directions  as 
you  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  my  selfe.  And  for  soe  do- 
ing this  shalbe  yo'^  warr'. 
Given  und^  my  hand  and  Scale  at  Windsor  y=  first  of  July  1674. 


A  LETTER  SENT  BY  THE  GOVERN'  UNTO  CAPT'  CANT 
WELL  AT  DELAWARE  AB'  THE  MILITIA. 

Cap'  Cant  well  I  have  rec^  both  yo"  of  the  30'"  November  and  9">  of 
December,  of  yo^  having  taken  possession  of  the  Fort,  and  of  the  Mag 

istratesbeingsetledinNewcastle,as  also  uptheriverandatthe  Whore 
Kill,  being  present  yo'  self  in  the  several  places,  and  am  very  glad 
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to  hear  y'ye  people  are  generally  so  well  Satisfied  w'"  tlie  change,  & 
of  the  likelihood  you  tell  me  of  Newcomers  to  Settle  in  those  Parts, 
1  thank  you  for  yo"^  care  and  diligence,  in  putting  in  execution  my 
sev'  Orders  as  above,  &  do  Allow  of  yo""  Entertaining  a  Man  for  the 
Fort,  &  taking  up  a  Barrel  of  Powder  &  Shot,  as  you  mention  ;  You 
may  assure  the  Magistrates  &  Inhabitants  in  those  Parts,  that  con- 
tinuing in  their  Duties,  I  shall  not  be  wanting  in  any  thing  fit  for 
me  in  my  power,  for  their  further  encouragem"^  and  i)rotection,  un- 
der his  Royal  Ilighnesse  Governm',  which  that  I  may  do  the  better, 
I  am  resolved  (  God  Willing )  to  make  a  Journey  to  you  myself,  in 
the  begining  of  the  Spring,  In  the  mean  time  you  may  give  such 
New  Comers  as  desire  to  continue  there,  any  reasonable  Quantity 
of  Lands,  not  disj)os'd  of,  or  settled  in  Time,  according  to  their 
capacity  and  Number  of  Hands  they  shall  bring  for  Clearing  it ;  due 
regard  being  had  to  the  late  Warr,  &  former  Undertakers  to  be  pre- 
ferred; The  Quantity  of  Lands  to  be  disposed  of  to  each  person,  I 
must  leave  to  your  Discrecon,  referring  you  to  the  Custom  of  the 
Place  and  Neighborhood  but  suppose  forty  or  Fifty  Acres  may  be 
sufficient  for  a  Head  of  Age  to  improve  it,  least  we  run  into  former 
Errors  of  giving  greater  Tracts  of  Land,  than  Improved,  to  the 
hindrance  of  others ;  And  till  my  Arrival  or  Order  do  further  em- 
power you  to  be  Surveyor  for  the  whole  River  and  Bay  :  As  to 
yo'  apprehension  of  some  People's  removal  to  the  East  side,  I  sup- 
pose None  of  any  note,  will  be  hasty  therein,  The  Proprieto'"  not 
being  agreed,  &  tho'  some  have  obtained,  others  have  no  Grants  yet, 
from  his  Royal  Highness,  so  that  'tis  not  like  to  come  into  one 
Hand  :  As  to  what  you  write  to  Mr.  Nicolls,  concerning  execution 
upon  Cap'  Carr's  Estate,  I  can  add  nothing  to  my  Proclamation,  w*'"  I 
think  doth  sufficiently  confirm  all  legal  Judicial  Proceedings,  and  is 
sufiicient  Authority  for  all  Persons  concern'd,  as  well  as  for  all 
Officers  and  Magistrates ;  As  to  the  Militia  I  do  not  think  to  make 
any  Alteracon  until  I  come,  seeing  no  Necessity  for  it;  Yo'  Lieu- 
ten'  in  yo'  absence  having  Power  to  Comand,  &  the  Ensign  being 
Absent  the  Eldest  Serjeant  may  do  that  Duty,  or  be  made  Ensign 
upon  Occasion.  And  for  the  Whore-Kill  the  number  is  as  yet  too 
little  for  a  Company,  but  if  it  be  Necessary,  you  may  nominate  a 
Lieuten'  who  may  chuse  Serjeants,  &  comand  tliere  till  furtlier 
Order;  You  have  done  well  in  Sumoning  the  Indians  to  demand 
Justice  upon  the  Murder  of  D'  Roades,  w"^^*"  I  pray  ])rosecute  in  the 
best  means  you  can,  y'  it  may  be  effected  ( if  possible )  w"'out  Warr, 
if  not,  let  me  hear  from  you  very  early  in  the  Spring,  y'  I  may  take 
Order  in  it,  &  supply  you  accordingly.  The  Messenger  hath  stayed 
the  longer,  by  reason  of  my  Voyage  to  the  East  End  of  Long  Island 
and  his  being  Lame.    In  an  inclosed  Paper :  Tlie  Messenger  hath 
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had  here  a  F  of  Shoes,  One  hundred  Guild"  for  a  Horse,  1  a'"  Pow- 
der, 6'"  of  Bread,  besides  boat  hire  20''  to  go  to  after  cull. 
I  am  your  Loving  Friend 

E.  ANDROS. 
To  Cap*  Edmund  Cantwell  at  Newcastle  in  Delaware. 


A   LETTER  FROM  THE   GOVERNO'  TO   CAP'   EDMUND 
CANTWELL. 


New  York  Feb'""  23""  iGlu. 
Cap'  Cantwell  Having  this  Opportunity,  I  was  willing  to  Ad- 
vertize you  of  the  Continuance  of  my  resolution  to  come  into  your 
Parts  this  Spring,  whicli  I  believe  may  be  about  the  beginning  of 
April,  in  the  mean  time  I  referr  you  to  my  tirst  &  former  Orders, 
but  in  this  Interval,  you  are  not  to  Suffer  Cap'  Carr  or  any  from 
him  to  dispose  of,  or  make  away  his  Estate,  upon  which  (if  you  judge 
it  Necessary)  you  may  lay  an  Attachment,  in  his  Ma""  behalf,  you 
are  also  to  prepare  an  Acco'  &  State  of  the  Customs,  to  tlie  25'" 
March  next,  to  be  remitted  to  his  Royal  Highness  Chief  Collector 
here  And  if  you  have  Opportunity  before  my  coming  ;  that  you  Send 
it  with  such  Letters  as  shall  come  to  me,  I  am  your  loving  Friend 

E.  ANDROS. 


HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  COMISSION   TO  GOVERNO^ 

EDMOND  ANDROSS  JAMES  DUKE  OF  YORKE 

AND  ALBANY,  EARLE  OF  ULSTER,  &c. 


Whereas  it  hath  pleased  the  Kings  most  Excellent  Majesty  my 
Sovereign  Lord  &  Brother,  by  his  Letters  Patents,  to  give  and  grant 
unto  me,  and  to  my  Heirs  and  Assigns,  All  that  part  of  the  Main 
Land  of  New  England,  begining  at  a  certain  i)lace  called  or  known 
by  the  name  of  S'  Croix,  next  adjoining  to  New  Scotland,  in  America, 
and  from  thence  extending  along  the  Sea  Coast,  unto  a  certain  Place 
called  Petuaquin  or  Pemaquid,  and  so  up  the  River  thereof,  to  the 
furthest  head  of  the  same,  as  it  tendetli  Northwards,  and  extending 
from  thence  to  the  River  of  Kinebeque,  and  so  upwards  by  the 
shortest  course  to  the  River  Canada  Northwards,  And  also  all  that 
Island  or  Islands,  comonly  called  or  knowTi  by  the  several  name  or 
Lames  of  Matowacks,  or  Long  Island  situate  lying  and  being  to- 
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wards  the  West  of  (Jape  Cod,  and  the  iSTaiTowHigansetts,  abutting 
upon  the  Main  Land,  between  the  two  Rivers  tliere,  called  or  known 
by  the  several  Names  of  Conecticutt  and  Iludsons  River,  together 
also  with  the  said  River  called  Hudsons  River,  and  all  the  Land  from 
the  Westside  of  Conecticutt  River,  to  the  East  side  of  Delaware 
Bay ;  And  also  all  those  several  Islands  called  or  known  by  the 
name  of  jSIartin's  Vinyards  and  Nantukes,  otherwise  Nantukett, 
togetlier  witli  all  the  Lands  Islands,  Soils,  Rivers.  Harbours,  Mines, 
Mineralls,  Quarryes,  Woods,  ]Marslu's,  Waters,  Lakes,  Fisliings, 
Hawking,  Hunting  and  Fowling,  and  all  other  Royalties,  and 
Profitts,  Comodities  and  Hereditaments,  to  the  said  several  Islands 
Lands  and  premises  belonging  and  appertaining,  with  their  and 
every  of  their  Appurtenances,  To  Hold  the  same  to  my  own  proper 
use  and  behoof,  with  power  to  Correct,  punisli, pardon, Govern,  and 
rule  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  by  myself  or  such  Deputys,  Comis- 
sioners,  or  Officers  as  I  shall  think  fitt  to  appoint,  as  by  his  Ma'"'' 
said  Letters  Patents  may  more  fully  appear;  And  Whereas  I  have 
conceived  a  good  Opinion  of  the  Integrity,  prudence.  Ability,  &  fitt- 
ness  of  Major  Edmund  Andros,  to  be  Imployed  as  my  Lieutenant 
there,  I,  Have  therefore  thought  fitt  to  constitute  and  appoint  him 
the  said  Major  Edmund  Andros,  to  be  my  Lieutenant  and  Governor, 
within  the  Lands,  Islands,  and  Places  afores'*  to  Perform  and  Exe- 
cute all  and  every  the  Powers  which  are  by  the  said  Letters  Patents 
granted  unto  me,  to  be  executed  by  me,  my  Deputy,  Agent  or  As- 
signs ;  To  liave  and  to  hold  tlie  said  Place  of  Lieutenant  and  Gov- 
ernor unto  him  the  said  Edmund  Andros  Esq',  but  during  my  Will 
and  Pleasure  only;  Hereby  willing  and  requiring  all,  and  every  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  said  Lands  Islands  and  Places,  to  give  obedience 
unto  him  the  said  Edmund  Andros  Esq'  in  all  things  according  to 
the  tenure  of  his  Majesties  Letters  Patents,  and  the  said  Edmund 
Andros  Esq'  to  observe,  follow  and  execute  such  Orders  and  Direc- 
tions as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  my  self. 

Given  under  mv  hand  and  Seal  at  Winsor  this  P'  day  of  July  267^. 

JAMES. 

Bv  Comand  of  his  Royal  Highness 

JO  :  WORDEN. 


RECORD  OF  MATTERS  PAST  IN  COUNCELL  SINCE  THE 
GOVERNORS  RECEIVING  THE  PROVINCE  OF  NEW 
YORK  FROM  THE  DUTCH  OCTOB'  3P'  1674. 


Saturday,  Octob'  3P'  1G74. 
The  Fort  being  this  Day  Surrendered  to  the  Governor  Mr.  Ma- 
thias  Nicolls  was  at  the  City  Hall  Sworn  one  of  the  Councell. 
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Three  Constables  for  the  City  of  New  York  were  thus  hkewise 
appointed  sworne. 

November  2*  1674. 
By  tlie  Governor : 

It  is  Resolv'd  and  Ordered  that  the  Magistracy  of  Albany,  Esopus, 
&  Parts  Adjacent,  and  Magistrates  who  were  in  place  at  the  time 
of  tlie  Dutch  coming  here  in  July  1G73:  be  Established  for  the  space 
of  Six  Months  or  further  Order.  The  same  for  Delawnre  River  ex- 
cepting Peter  Alricks  the  Bayliff,  he  having  i)roffered  himself  to  the 
Dutch  at  their  first  coming,  of  his  own  Motion  and  Acted  very  vio- 
lently (as  their  Cliief  Officer)  ever  since.  The  Constables  and 
Overseers  of  Long  Island,  Staten  Island,  West  Ciiester,  and  Parts 
Adjacent,  tliat  were  at  the  same  time  to  be  restored  in  like  maner. 
All  other  Magistrates  and  Officers  ui)on  Long  Island  &c  to  cease. 

November  the  4"^  1G74. 
Mr.  Micliael  Siston  was  appointed  to  be  Schout  of  Albany  and 
Parts  Adjacent  M^  William  Parker  Marshall.  Serjeant  Tliomas 
Sharpe  Clarke  of  the  Entries.  M^  Richard  Betty  to  take  Account 
of  the  great  Excise  since  the  Dutch  quitted  the  Place,  and  to  have 
the  Charge  of  it  till  further  Order,  and  u])on  all  occasion  Thomas 
Sharpe  to  be  his  Assistant.  They  to  be  accomptable  to  the  Deputy 
Governor  there  for  tiie  jiresent.  Cai)tain  Tho :  Chambers  to  be  as 
formerly  Justice  of  Peace  at  Esopus.  W  George  Hall  to  be  Schout 
there.  Captain  Edward  Cantwell  formerly  Sheriff,  to  be  Schout  or 
Sheriff  of  Delaware.  Mv  Wm  Tom  to  be  Secretary  or  Gierke  there. 
Ordered  that  Cap'  Cantwell  and  M^  Tom  be  authorized  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  Fort,  Canon  and  all  other  Stores  of  Warr  of  New- 
castle, or  any  part  of  Delaware  River,  for  his  Maty  ])ursuant  to  the 
Articles  of  Peace  and  to  remain  in  tlie  Comand  tliereof  until  fur- 
ther Order.  That  Cap'  Cantwell  &  :np  Tom  have  an  Order  to  re^ 
ceive  the  Quitt  Rents,  and  all  other  Duties,  whether  Customs  or  Ex- 
cise as  formerly  was  Establisht  before  tlie  Dutch  coming  to  this 
place,  and  for  Customs  it  is  since  Establislit  by  his  Royal  High- 
ness, and  to  return  to  me  a  due  Account  of  the  State  of  all  other 
Matters  relating  to  the  Revenue  by  the  first  Convenience. 


A  LETTER  TO  THE  GOVERNO^  OF  MARYLAND. 

New  York,  Z^  November  1674. 
Sir:   Having  Saturday  last  rec"  tliis  Place  and  Dei)endancies, 
from  the  Dutch  in  behalf  of  his  Majesty  to  continue  as  formerly  i 
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under  the.  Comand  of  his  Royall  Highness,  I  cariot  omitt  by  this 
first  opportunity  to  give  you  an  Account  tliereof ,  and  that  I  have 
given  Order  that  all  Officers  and  Magistrates  of  this  Government 
and  Delaware,  take  all  possible  care  upon  this  Change,  to  prevent 
or  redress  any  kind  of  Injuries  to  the  Neighboring  Colonies,  and 
will  not  doubt  tlie  like  in  your  parts,  for  the  preventuig  of  all  Oc- 
casions, and  shall  be  glad  to  Improve  all  Opportunities  for  good 
Correspondence  to  Assure  you  of  my  being  S' 

Yo'  humble  Serv' 

E :  ANDROSS. 


THE  GOYERNO'^  LETTER  TO  THE  COMISSARYS  AT 
ALBANY. 


New  York,  Nov^  4''>  1674. 
Gentlemen  :  This  is  by  Ensigne  Csesar  Knapton,  whom  I  have 
Sent  with  a  Party  of  Souldiers,  to  take  Possession  of  the  Fort  in 
Albany,  in  his  Ma""  Name,  and  to  Comand  there  in  his  Royal 
Highness  belialf ,  desiring  you  will  afford  him  all  fitting  Assistance 
in  yo'  power,  upon  all  Occasions  requiring  it :  And  being  Confident 
of  your  Readyness  and  willingness  for  his  Majesties  Service.  I 
have  (without  further  delay)  also  by  liim.  Sent  you  tlie  inclosed 
Order,  Authorizing  you  to  be  Magistrates  of  yo'  Towne  &c.  And 
will  not  doubt  of  your  Acquitting  yourselves  in  all  Respects,  as  be- 
comes yo"  Trust.  I  have  likewise  appointed  M'  Michael  Siston,  to 
be  Sellout  in  your  Parts,  who  having  liv'd  many  Years  amongst  you. 
I  hope  will  be  Acceptable  to  all  in  General,  so  deziring  to  hear  at 
large  of  the  State  of  tilings  w"'  you,  by  the  first  Convenience,  I  re- 
main, Gen' 

Yo"^  very  Loving  Friend 

E :  ANDROSS. 

You  will  lierewith  likewise  Receive  the  late  Governo''  Coins 
Orders,  for  Submitting  all  their  Authority  to  his  Majesty,  pursuant 
to  the  Articles  of  Peace  and  Order  tliereui)on,  all  which,  you  are  to 
receive  accordingly. 
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A  COPY  OF  THE  LETTERS  SENT  WITH   THE   ORDERS 
TO  ALBANY,  ESOPUS,  &  DELAWARE. 


Neav  York,  Novemb''  4'"  1674. 
Gentlement  :  Being  confident  of  yo*^  Willingness  and  Readiness 
for  bis  Ma""  and  yo""  Countries  Services,  I  have  without  further  de- 
lay. Sent  you  the  inclosed  L"'.  And  will  not  doubt  of  your  Acquit- 
ting yo''selves  in  all  Respects,  as  becomes  yo''  Trust,  so  desireing  to 
hear  at  large  of  the  State  of  Things  w"'  you,  by  the  first  Convenience, 
I  remain  yo'  very  Loving  Friend 

E  :  ANDROS. 


THE  GOVERNOR'S  ORDER  APPOINTING  COMISSARYES 
IN  DELAWARE  RIVER  AND  DEPENDANCIES. 


Title  «S:c. 

Having  received  this  Place  and  Governm"^  in  the  behalf  of  his 
Majesty  from  the  Dutch,  and  being  invested  in  the  Comand  thereof, 
under  his  Royal  Highness.  I  do  hereby  in  his  Majesties  Name  Nom- 
inate and  Appoint  you 

to  be  Comissaryes  in  the  Town  of  Newcastle  in  Delaware  River  and 
Dependancies,  Authorizing  you  or  any  three  of  you  (whereof  .   .    . 

to  preside  as  first  in  Nomina- 

con)  to  Act  in  all  respects  according  to  the  Laws  and  Customs,  as 
have  been  used  amongst  you  during  his  Royal  Highnesse  Governm^ 
in  Governo""  Nicolls  and  Governo'"  Lovelaces  Time :  And  that  you 
give  Order  for  the  Election  of  a  Constable,  in  each  of  the  other 
Towns  adjacent,  to  whom  the  President  is  hereby  empowered  to 
Administer  the  Oath  of  his  Office  as  is  directed  in  the  Laws  estab- 
lisht  byliis  Royal  Highnesse  This  Settlement  to  continue  in  Force 
for  the  space  of  Six  Months,  or  further  Order,  according  to  the  Trust 
reposed  in  you,  Kor  the  which  this  shall  be  yo''  sufficient  W^arrant 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  in  New  York  this  4"'  day  of  No- 
vember in  the  26"'  Year  of  his  Majesties  Reigne,  Annog  Dni  1674. 

E :  ANDROS. 
To  the  Comissaryes  of  Newcastle  in  Delaware  who  were  in  Office  at 

the  time  of  the  Dutcii  comeing  into  these  Parts  in  Julv  1673. 
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AN  ORDER  TO  CAP^  CANTWELL  AND  M^  JOHANES 

DE  HAAS  TO  RECEIVE  THE  QUIT  RENTS 

AT  DELAWARE. 


Edmund  Andros  Esq""  &c. : 

These  are  to  Appoint  and  Authorize  you  Cap"  Edmund  Cantwell 
and  JSP  Joliaues  De  Haas,  to  receive  the  Quit  Rents  at  Delaware  and 
Arrears  thereof,  together  with  all  other  Dutys  whether  Custom  or 
Excise,  as  were  due  and  formerly  established  before  the  Dutch 
coming  into  this  Place,  in  July  1G7S:  As  also  for  the  Customs  now, 
as  they  have  been  since  Regulated  and  Ordered  by  his  Royal  H'  (a 
Coi)y  whereof  is  Jierewith  Sent  you,  of  all  wiiich,  you  are  to  return 
unto  me,  a  due  Account,  as  well  as  of  the  State  of  all  other  Matters, 
relateing  to  the  Revenue  and  Governm'  by  the  first  convenience. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  in  New  York,  this  4"^  day  of  No- 
vember in  the  26"^  Year  of  his  Ma""  Reign  Anog  Domi  1674. 

E  ANDROS. 

To  Captain  Edmund  Cantwell  and  M""  Johanes  Deilaas. 


M-^  WILLIAM  TOMS  ORD'.  TO  BE  CLARKE  OR  SECRETARY 
IN  DELAWARE. 


These  to  Authorize  and  Appoint  you  M'  William  Tom,  to  be 
Clarke  or  Secretary  for  the  Town  of  Newcastle  in  Delaware  River, 
and  to  Act  in  tliat  Employment  as  becomes  the  Trust  reposed  in 
you,  and  as  formerly  hatli  been  practiced. 

Given  under  my  Hand  in  New  Y'ork,  this  5"'  day  of  November 
1674. 

E  ANDROS. 

To  M^  William  Tom. 


COMISSION    TO  CAPTAIN   CANTWELL   AND    M^   W° 
TOM  TO  REC^EIVE  NEWCASTLE  IN  DELAWARE 
RIVER  AND  DEPENCIES. 


Having  rcc*  this  Place  and  Governm',  in  tlie  behalf  of  his  Ma"-^ 
from  the  Dutch  (whereof  Delaware  is  a  Dependent)  Tliese  are  to 
Authorize  you  Cap'  Edmund  Cantwell  and  M""  William  Tom  to  take 
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Possession  of  the  Fort  at  Newcastle  in  Delaware,  as  also  the  Can- 
non, and  all  other  Stores  of  Warr  there,  or  any  other  Part  of  the 
River,  for  his  Ma"""'  Use  pursuant  to  the  Articles  of  Peace,  And 
You  are  upon  Occasion,  to  Send  to  any  other  part  of  the  Country, 
for  the  repossessing  and  Settling  any  of  his  Majesties  good  Subjects 
in  their  just  Rights,  and  particularly  at  the  Wliore  Kill  :  You're 
likewise  to  comport  your  selves  with  the  Neighbour  Colonies,  in  a 
friendly  and  amicable  maner  ;  And  for  what  you  siiall  lawfully  Act 
or  do  in  Prosecution  liereof ,  this  shall  be  yo'  sufficient  Warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  at  New  York  this  6""  day  of  No- 
vember in  the  26'"  Year  of  his  Ma''"  Reign  Annog  Domi  1674  : 

E  :  ANDROS. 

To  Cap'  Edmund  Cantwell  &  M-^  W"  Tom. 

The  Names  of  the  Justices  for  Newcastle  are.  M""  Hans  Block,  M"" 
Jn°  Mott,  M''  Toppe  Outhout,  M'  Joseph  Chew,  M"^  Dirck  Alberts. 
For  the  River,  M'  Peter  Cock,  M""  Peter  Rambo,  M"'  Israel  Holme, 
M'^Laes  Andriesen,  M""  Woole  Swain. 


THE  FIRST  PROCLAMATION  CONFIRMING  RIGHTS  AND 
PROPERTIES. 


By  the  (xOverno^  : 

Whereas  it  hath  pleased  his  Ma'>  and  his  Royal  Highnesse  to 
Send  me  with  Autliority  to  receive  this  Place  and  Governm'  from 
the  Dutch,  and  to  continue  in  the  Comand  thereof,  under  his  Royal 
Highnesse,  who  hath  not  only  taken  care  for  our  future  Safety  and 
Defence,  but  also  given  me  his  Comands  for  Secureing  the  Rights 
and  Properties  of  the  Inhabitants,  &  y'  I  shou'd  endeavour  by  all 
fitting  meanes,  the  good  &  welfare  of  this  Province  and  Dependan- 
cies,  under  his  Governm' ;  That  I  may  not  be  wanting  in  any  thing 
y'  may  conduce  thereunto,  and  for  the  saving  of  the  trouble  and 
charge  of  any  coming  hither,  for  the  Satisfying  themselves  in  such 
Doubts  as  might  arise  concerning  their  Rights  and  Properties,  upon 
this  Change  of  Governm',  and  wholly  to  Settle  the  Minds  of  all  in 
Gen*"  I  have  thought  fitt  to  publish  and  declare,  that  all  former 
Grants,  Priviledges  or  Concessions  heretofore  granted,  and  all  Es- 
tates legally  possesst  by  any  under  his  Royal  Highnesse,  before  the 
late  Dutch  Governm'  (as  also  all  legal  Judicial  Proceedings  during 
that  Governm',  to  my  Arrival  in  these  Parts)  are  hereby  Confirmed, 
and  the  Possesso"  by  Virtue  thereof,  to  remain  in  quiet  Possession 
of  their  Rights,  It  is  hereby  further  Declared  y'  y"  known  Book  of 
Laws  formerly  establisht,  and  in  force  under  His  Royal  Highnesse 
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Governm*'  is  now  again  Contirmed  by  his  Royal  Highiiesse,  the  w^"" 
are  to  be  observed  and  practised,  togetlier  with  the  Manner  and 
Time  of  Holding  Courts  therein  mentioned,  as  heretofore.  And  all 
Magistrates  and  Civill  Officers  belonging  thereunto,  to  be  chosen 
and  establish 'd  accordingly  : 

Given  under  my  hand  in  New  York  this  9"'  day  of  November  in 
the  26"'  Year  of  his  Ma'"''  Reigne  Anog  Domi  IG74. 

E:  ANDROS. 


CAPT'CANTWELL'S  POWER  TO  ADMINISTER  AN  OATH , 
TO  THE  COMISSARYS  OF  DELAWARE. 


Edmund  Andros  Esq*^  &c. : 

Whereas  I  have  with  the  Advice  of  my  Councel,  thought  fitt  to 
appoint  the  Comissarys  at  New-Castle  in  Delaware,  as  also  those 
of  the  Court,  up  tlie  River,  and  at  the  Whore  Kill  in  the  Bay,  to 
reassume  their  Places  ;  These  are  by  virtue  of  the  Autliority  derived 
unto  me.  to  require  and  impower  you  to  Administer  an  Oath  to 
the  said  Comissarys  of  the  respective  Places  aforementioned,  or 
any  others  there,  who  have  particular  Trust  reposed  in  them  :  That 
at  they  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  Governm'  in  their  several  Em- 
ployments ;  For  the  wliich  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  Warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  at  New  York  this  11"'  day  of  No- 
vember in  the  twenty  sixth  Year  of  iiis  Ma'''^'  Reign  Anog  Domi 
I674. 

E  :  ANDROS. 

To  Cap'  Edmund  Cantwell  Sheriff  or  Schout  of  Delaw^are  River. 


CAP'  CANTWELL'S  ORDER  TO  ENQUIRE  AFTER  THE 
KINGS  COLOURS,  LEFT  W'"  CAP'  CARR. 


By  the  Governo'  : 

Whereas  I  am  informed  that  the  Kings  Colours  at  Delaware, 
which  before  the  coming  of  the  Dutch  into  these  Parts  in  July  1673. 
were  in  the  Custody  of  Cap' John  Carre,  late  Deputy  Governo''  there, 
who  being  gone  out  of  the  Governm'  is  supposed  to  have  taken  them 
with  him,  or  to  have  left  them  behind  in  the  Hands  of  some  private 
person.  These  are  to  empower  you  Cap'  Edmund  Cantwell  to  make 
Enquiry  after  the  said  Colo""',  and  them  to  demand  (or  an  Acco'  of 
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them)  of  the  said  Cap'  Carre,  or  any  other  with  whom  they  may  be, 
&  liaving  reC  them,  to  make  use  of  the  s""  Colo"''  in  the  Fort,  &  for 
the  Company  whereof  you  are  Cap"^  in  Newcastle  in  Delaware,  until 
further  Order,  &  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  yo'  Warr'. 

Given  under  my  Hand  in  New  York,  this  12'''  day  of  November. 
1674. 

E:  ANDROS. 

To  Cap'  Edmund  Cantwell. 


MAYOR  AND  ALDERMENS  COMISSION  A"  1674. 


Edmund  Anduos  Esq'  &c. : 

Having  received  his  R  :  High'  Comands  unto  me,  by  all  meanes 
to  promote  the  Good  and  Welfare  of  this  City  in  particular,  as  well 
as  of  the  Governm'  in  Gen''",  Upon  mature  Deliberation  and  Advice 
I  have  found  it  necessary  to  continue  the  Form  of  Governm'  here- 
tofore in  Practice  within  this  his  Ma'""'  City  of  New  York,  under 
the  Name  and  stile  of  Mayor  Aldermen  and  Sheriff,  which  is  Cus- 
tomary in  his  Ma"*^'  Dominions,  To  the   End   that  the  Course  of 
Justice  may  be  legally,  equally  and  impartially  Administred  to  all 
his  Ma''"  Subjects,  as  well  Inhabitants  as  Strangers  Know  all  Men 
by  these  Presents  That  by  vertue  of  His  Majesties  Letters  Patents 
to  his  Royal  Highness,  and  tlie  Authority  derived  unto  me,  I  do 
hereby  Ordain  Constitute  nominate  and  appoint  (until  the  IS'""  day 
of  October  which  shall  be  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1675  :  the  usual 
Time  of  altering  the  Bench,  or  further  Order  :  M""  Mathias  Nicolls 
to  be  Mayor,  M'^  Jolm  Lawrence  Deputy  Mayor  and  M'  William 
Darvall,  M'  Frederick  Philips.  M"^  Gabriel  Minvielle  and  M'  John 
Winder  to  be  Aldermen,  and  M''  TliomasGibbs  to  be  Sheriff,  of  this 
City.  Giving  and  granting  imto  them  the  said  Mayor  and  Aldermen, 
or  any  four  of  them,  whereof  the  said  Mayor  or  his  Deputy  shall  be 
always  One,  and  upon  equal  Division  of  Voices,  to  have  always  the 
casting  and  decisive  Voice)  full  Power  and  Authority  to  Rule  and 
Govern  as  well  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City,  Corporation  and 
Liberties  thereof,  as  Strangers  according  to  the  Generall  Laws  of 
this  Governm'  and  such  peculiar  Laws  as  are  or  shall  be  thought 
convenient  and  necessary  for  the  Good  and  Welfare  of  this  his  ^la"*"" 
Corporation,  As  also  to  appoint  such  under  Officers  as  they  shall 
judge  necessary  for  the  orderly  Execution  of  Justice.    And  I  do 
hereby  strictly  Charge  and  Comand  all  Persons  to  Obey  and  Exe- 
cute from  Time  to  Time  all  such  Orders  Warrants  and  Constitu- 
tions, as  shall  be  made  by  the  said  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  as  they 
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will  Answer  the  Contrary  at  their  utmost  Perils,  And  for  the  due 
Administration  of  Justice  according  to  the  form  and  manner  pre- 
scribed in  this  Comission  (by  the  Mayor  Aldermen  and  Sheriff) 
These  Presents  shall  be  to  them  and  every  of  them  a  sufficient  War- 
rant and  Discharge  in  that  behalf. 

Given  muler  my  Hand  and  Sealed  with  the  Seal  of  the  Province 
in  New  York  this  10"'  day  of  November  in  the  26"'  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  Charles  the  Second  by  tlie  Grace  of  God  of  England  Scotland 
France  and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith  ^c  Anog  Dni  1G74.. 

E  ANDROS. 


COMISSION    GRANTED   UNTO   M^  HENRY    PIERSON 
TO  BE  CLARK  OF  THE  COURT  OF  SESSIONS 
FOR  Y-^  EAST  RIDING. 


By  vertue  of  the  Authority  derived  unto  me,  I  do  hereby  in  his 
Ma"'"'  Name,  constitute  and  appoint  you,  M""  Henry  Pierson  to  be  as 
formerly,  Clarke  of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  for  the  East  Riding  of 
Yorkshire  upon  Long  Island,  of  w"'  all  Persons  in  the  s''  Riding,  are 
to  take  Notice  ;  And  you  are  hereby  strictly  Charged  and  required 
to  Discharge  yo""  Duty  in  the  s''  Employm'  according  to  the  Trust 
rejiosed  in  you,  and  the  Directions  in  the  Laws  set  forth. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  in  New  York  the  25"'  day  of  Fel)- 
ruary  in  the  27'"  Year  of  his  Ma"''  Reign  Anog  Domini  1674. 

E:  ANDROS 

To  M"^  Henry  Pierson. 


A  COMISSION  FOR  CAP'  THOMAS  CHAMBERS  TO  BE  A 
JUSTICE  OF  THE  PEACE  &c. 


By  virtue  of  the  Authority  derived  unto  me,  I  do  hereby  in  his 
^j^ties  Name  Constitute  and  Appoint  you  Cap'  Thomas  Chambers, 
to  be  a  Justice  of  Peace  for  Kingston,  Hiniey  and  Marbleton,  and 
Dependancies  in  Esopus  with  full  power  and  Authority  to  Act  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  according  to  Law,  As  also  together  with  M' 
George  Hall  the  Sheriff  or  Schout.  Cornells  Sleight,  William  Not- 
tingham, John  Elton  and  John  Biggs,  or  any  four  or  more  of  you 
whereof  yourself  or  Sheriff  to  be  one  and  preside,  to  keep  a  Court  of 
Sessions,  to  be  held  twice  a  Year  at  Kingston  and  begin  on  the  last 
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Wednesday  in  September,  or  ottner,to  be  called  by  you  or  Sheriff  or 
Schout,  in  yo''  absence,  upon  extraordinary  Occasions  requireins  it, 
with  full  i)ower  to  hear  and  determine  all  Appeales  and  Causes  as  a 
Court  of  Sessions,  accordin,£:  to  Law,  To  which  Assistants  you  are 
to  Administer  the  Oaths,  for  the  discharging  their  Duty,  accord- 
ingly, for  wliich  this  sliall  be  to  you  and  every  of  you  a  sufficient 
Comission  and  Warrant. 

Given  under  ray  Hand  and  Seal  at this  6"' day  of 

T""  1675. 

E  AXDROS<. 


COMISSION  FOR  TRYALL  OF  THE  MATTER  AROUT 

THE  DEATH  <  )F  THE  INDIAN  BOY  AT  THE 

EAST  END  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


Edmund  Andros  Esq'  &c. : 

Whereas  I  am  informed  from  Southold.  that  an  Indian  lately 
hunting  in  the  Woods  near  adjacent  did  kill  an  Indian  Boy,  I  do 
hereby  in  iiis  Ma'''"  Name  authorize  and  require  you  M''  Rich'^  Wood- 
hull,  Thomas  Baker,  John  Tupping,  &  Isaack  Arnold  Justices  of 
the  Peace  of  the  East  Riding  on  Long  Island,  or  any  Tliree  of  them 
to  Meet,  be,  and  have  the  full  Power  of  a  Court  of  Judicature  for 
the  Hearing  Trying  and  Determining  according  to  Law  by  an  In- 
dian Jury  tlie  above  Matter,  concerning  the  Death  of  tlie  Indian 
Boy,  and  to  give  Judgment  and  pronounce  Sentence  as  you  shall 
find  Cause  accordingly. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  of  the  Province  this  9'"  day  of 
February  in  the  20'"  Year  of  his  Ma'*"  Reign,  Anog  Domini  1675. 

E:  ANDROSS. 
To  M^  Richard  Woodhull,  Tho'  Baker,  John  Topping  and  Isaack 

Arnold  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  East  Riding  on  Long  Island. 


A  LETTER  FROM  THE  GOVERNO^  TO  CAP'  CANT  WELL. 


New  York.  March  27'"  1675. 

Cap'  Cantwell  :  Yo'^  of  the  20"'  I  rec"*  yesterday,  to  which  I  gave 

you  an  Answer  the  same  hour,  by  Cap'  Kregiers  Sloop,  then  ready 

to  Sail,    Tliis  is  by  your  own  Express,    That  I  have  enquired  into 

the  Buisness  of  After  Cull  &  canot  find  that  there  is  any  more  in  it, 

42— Vol.  V. 
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then  an  Indian  drinking  himself  dead,  at  a  House  near  Raritan's 
River,  there  being  three  more  with  him,  very  rude,  whicli  t'rightned 
very  much  the  Woman,  her  Cliildren  &c.  Man  (lier  Husband  being 
absent  at  Woodbridge)  nor  did  they  know  of  the  said  Indians  Death  ; 
wlio  was  (as  I  am  told)  found  dead  in  the  "\^■oods  So  that  I  doubt 
this  is  rather  a  pretence,  then  a  real  Cause  of  tlieir  keeping  off,  and 
refusing  to  comply  witli  our  just  demands,  concerning  tlie  Murder 
of  Doctor  Rhodes  and  his  Man,  You  have  done  very  well  to  give 
Notice  all  over  tlie  River,  to  be  upon  their  Guard:  But  think  you 
will  do  well  to  proceed  no  further  against  them  (if  it  may  be  avoided) 
untill  I  come  when  (I  hope)  we  may  accomodate  all,  or  take  such 
effectual  Courses,  as  shall  be  Advisable  &  tit  to  bring  them  to  reason ; 
You  do  not  say  any  thing  of  an  Indian,  win)  I  hear  had  lately  his 
Ribbs  broke,  by  an  Inhabitant  in  the  River,  of  w'="  lie  dy'd,  which 
if  so,  may  be  a  great  cause  of  their  i)resent  Actings,  But  if  the  Ma- 
gistrates have  done  their  Parts,  in  Examining  and  doing  Justice 
therein,  as  the  case  might  require,  there  can  be  no  more  expected, 
otherwise  if  any  such  thing  hath  happen'd,  &  the  Prosecution  ne- 
glected, be  sure  it  be  done  effectually  without  delay,  though  not  de- 
manded by  the  Indians,  or  though  theyshou'd  have  comply 'd  before 
this  comes  to  you.  I  thought  to  liave  begun  my  Journey  to  you,  by 
this  Time,  but  my  not  being  very  well,  the  Spring  very  backwards, 
the  Kings  Ships  not  yet  gone :  I  did  think  to  put  oft'  my  Journey, 
till  tlie  latter  end  of  the  next  Month,  or  begining  of  May,  but  now 
as  I  shall  hear  from  you,  shall  hasten  it  accordingly,  &  do  design 
bringing  w"'  me,  al)out  Forty  or  Fifty  Men,  &  to  go  by  the  upper 
way  to  the  Falls.  I  hope  you  have  prohibitted  all  maner  of  Distill- 
ing of  Corne  as  well  as  it's  Transportacon,  if  not,  I  pray  that  it  be 
done  ])resently.    I  am 

Yo'  very  loving  Friend 

E:  ANDROS. 
To  Cap'  Edmund  Cantwell,  Schout  of  New  Castle  in  Delaware. 


COMMISSION    DISSOLVING    THE    LATE  COUNCIL    FOR 
TRADE  AND  PLANTATIONS. 


Charles  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  England  Scot- 
land France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  «&  ",  To  all  to 
whom  these  presents  shall  come  Greeting:  Whereas  Wee  by  Com- 
mission or  Letters  Patents  under  the  great  seal  of  England, bearing 
date  at  Westminster  the  seaventh  and  twentieth  day  of  September 
in  the  four  and  twentieth  year  of  our  Reign  did  constitute  and  ap- 
I)oint  Anthony  Earle  of  Shaftesbury  and  others,  to  be  our  Standing 
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Councill  for  all  the  affairs  that  concern  the" Navigation,  Commerce 
and  Trade  Domestiq  and  Forraine  of  our  Kingdomes,  And  also  of 
all  our  Forraine  Plantations,  (except  Tangier,)  with  severall  powers 
and  authorities  in  the  said  Commission  or  Letters  Patents  men- 
tioned, as  thereby  may  more  fully  and  at  large  ajjpear.  Now  Know 
Yee  that  Wee  lor  certaiue  reasons  and  considerations  us  tliereunto 
moving,  have  thouglit  lit  to  Revoke  and  Determine,  the  said  Com- 
mission, And  Wee  Do.  accordingly,  by  these  Presents,  revoke,  make 
voyd  and  determine  the  same,  and  all  and  every  the  j)Owers  privi- 
ledges  and  authorities  thereby  granted ;  And  we  do  also  will  and 
strictly  charge  and  command  all  and  every  person  and  i)ersons  Nomi- 
nated or  any  ways  concerned  in  the  said  Commission  to  forbeare  to 
act  or  intermeddle  in  any  the  affairs  nuitters  or  things  aforesaid  by 
virtue  or  colonr  thereof :  And  Wee  do  hereby  authorize,  dii  ect  and 
ai)p<)int  Benjamin  Worsley,  Esquire.  Secretaiy  to  the  said  Councill, 
and  all  the  other  person  and  i)ersons  who  liave  or  shall  have  any  Books, 
Papers,  or  writings  touching  any  matter  or  thing  acted  or  done  by 
virtue  or  in  i)ursuance  of  tiie  said  Commission  or  any  way  in  debate 
or  consideracon  before  them,  forthwith  to  deliver  or  cause  the  same 
to  be  delivered  to  the  Clerkeof  our  Privy  Councill  atteiming,  whose 
receipt  shall  be  a  sutHcient  discharge  without  any  further  or  other 
warrant  or  direction  whatsoever. 

In  witness  whereof  Wee  have  caused  these  our  Letters  to  be 
made  Patents:  Witness  onrselfe  at  Westnnnster,  ti;e  one  and 
twentieth  day  of  December,  in  the  six  and  twentieth  yeave  of  our 
Kaigne. 

15ARKER. 


ORDER  REFERRING  ALL  AFFAIRES  OF  PLANTATIONS 
&c.  TO  A  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  PRIVY  COUNCIL. 


Whitehall,  y  l^'*'  of  Marxili,  167| 
Pkesext, — Lo  Keeper 

Ea :  of  Bridgewater 
Earle  of  Craven 
Earle  of  Carbery 
Ivord  Maynard 
Lord  Berkely 
M""  Sec''  Williamson 
Committee  of  Trade  and  Forraine  Plantations  to  have  the  Intendency 
of  all  affairs  formerly  under  //'  care  of  if  Councill  of  Trade. 
The  Right  Hono''^  The  Lord  Keeper  of  y''  Greate  Seale  of  Eng- 
land this  day  acquainted  y"  Board  by  his  Ma'**^^'  Command,  that  his 
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Ma'"  liaveing  been  pleased  to  dissolve  &  Extinguish  liis  late  Coun- 
cill  of  trade  &  Forraine  Plantations  Avliereby  all  matters  under 
their  cofjnizance  are  left  loose  and  at  large,  Had  thought  tit  to 
commit  what  was  under  their  inspection  and  mai.agemeut  to  the 
Committee  of  this  Board  ai)i)ointed  for  matters  relating  to  Trade 
and  Ins  Foreign  Plantations,  viz'  The  Lord  Treasurer,  Lord  Privie 
Seale,  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  Duke  of  Ornionde,  Marquesse  of  Wor- 
cester, Earle  of  Ossory,  Lord  Clianiberlain,  Earle  of  Bridge- 
water,  Earle  of  Essex,  Earle  of  Carlisle,  Earle  of  Craven,  Vis- 
count Faueonburg,  Viscount  Ilalyfax,  Lord  Berkley,  Lord  Holies, 
M'  Vice  Cliamberlain,  M'  SecretaryCoventry,  M""  Sec''  William- 
son, M'  Cliaiicellor  of  y  Exchequer,  M'  Chanceller  of  y  Dutchy, 
&  M'  Speaker:  and  did  })articularly  order  that  y'  Lord  Privie 
Seale,  the  Earlt^  of  Ikidgewater,  Earle  of  Carlisle.  Earle  of 
Craven  A'iscount  Fauconberg,  Viscount  Halyfax,  Lord  Berkley, 
M'  A^ice  ChamberhMU.  and  M'' Chaucellor  of  y  Excliequer  should 
have  y  immediate  care  &  inteudency  of  those  affairs,  in  reganl 
they  had  been  formerly  conversant  and  acquainted  therewith. 
And  therefore  that  any  five  of  the  last  named  Lords  should  be  a 
quorum  of  y  said  committee,  and  that  their  Lordships  meet  con- 
stantly at  least  once  a  weeke,  and  make  report  to  His  Ma'>  in 
Council!  of  their  results  and  Proceedings  from  time  to  time,  And 
that  they  have  ])owei'  to  send  for  all  Bookes,  i)apers  it  otlier  writ- 
ings concerning  any  of  his  Ma'-'^  said  Plantacons.  in  whosesoever 
Custody  they  sliall  be  informed  the  same  do  remayne;  And  his 
Lord''  further  signifyed  his  Ma""'  pleasure  tliat  Sir  Robert  South- 
well do  constantly  attend  y  said  CUimmittee. 

J.  NICHOLAS. 


SIR  JOHN  WERDEN  TO  GOVERNOR  ANDROS. 


Dated  S"  JAMES'S  the  2<S'''  day  of  January  167;;. 

Sir  By  the  returne  of  Capt.  Salisbury  (whose  stay  here  hath  i)roved 
much  longer  than  he  exi)ected  or  desired)  I  am  to  acknowledge  to 
you  the  rec'  of  sev'all  of  yo'  letters,  and  that  I  shall  doe  by  answer- 
ing every  jjarticular  as  well  as  1  can. 

Yovu's  of  the  H"'  June  last  mencons  the  scarcity  of  provisions  w'' 
you  impute  to  the  want  of  salt;  this  I  hope  wilbe  noe  longer  soe, 
in  regard  by  takeing  of  the  duty  on  salt,  that  hath  now  all  the  in- 
couragement  tis  cai)able  of  in  it's  importacon  to  you. 

Tis  certaine  that  whilest  the  Act  of  Navigacon  stands  in  the  way, 
it  cannot  be  obtained  to  have  ships  trade  directly  from  Holland  to 
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^e?r^\he  0,!;?^  ""h^""'  '"'''  ''  ''^  ^^'-^I^^^'^""  t«  i-ve  ships 
o  posed  btirCnT"'  "''  '""\^«"'^  strictly  searched  is  soe  mu  h 
wZp  f  .t  1  ^"''^"^^^'^  ^^"-e  («'l"ch  I  have  found  upon  tryal  ^,nd 
fT  l^\  ■  '  ''!*""  ''  "^  "^^^^•'^'^•^''  to  obtain  such  a  pern  is  ^n 
pa^s^w^^^^^^^^^  ''r  "'"^' -^^  '-P-^^ticable :  to.  they  .',1  „«;"" 

seenr  "''"'  Prohibited  .^oods  would  then  pass  un- 

Your  rayseins  the  value  of  p.  ^  is  what  I  am  not  able  to  Judffe  of 

Th"  Shi  V;  '^''^""  ''''  '"  ^"^"^'^  "->'  -->•  weli  bea're  6  : 
the  bes  iudo.  "f  r ''"'""'  '"'  ^"^'  ^^^-^^^i'-ly  "P-^  the  place  are 
msehin    r.--  '"^'^"'''  you  remember  in  geuerall  that  the 

s  ^c  ;';•:"  V  of  T  >  '"  '  ''""'^■■^'  '^'^-  ^^^"^  ^ts  intrinsieke  value, 
Ks  a  cei  tame  \  ay  of  debasemg  the  Comoditves  of  that  Countrv  •  and 
tlierefore  a  kind  of  impoverisliing  it  '  ^ountiv ,  and 

As  for  Connecticut  Colony  you  may  be  assure<l  we  shall  enter 
uilS  ^7T  r  'TT'  '''"^^''^  New  grants  ^pnWlS^ 
o  tvo     ..f.  ^:        ,''''•  ,  """^  '''''  ^^^^«  ^''  to  take  notice  to  you 
ot  yo   late  proceedmgs  w'"  them  (which  is  indeed  the  main  thin 
conteyned  in  tins  and  yo'  others  letters  of  the  28  '  Ju  e  S  a  d  u 
adde  to  what  you  will  see  in  his  Ro-  H^  letter  some^^a    that  hath 

the"rteo^Th.TV'"''T"'''^'"  ^^^  ^-"-^"  ^^t  hnrt'ucln^ 
the  state  of  that  Case.  On  the  Dukes  part  vou  alled-e  that  the 
l>uke  .s  inti  led  to  all  that  the  Dutch  had  in  those  parfs  a  th  t 
h.s  Pattent  doth  expressly  containe  those  places  claimed  bv  vou  '^ 

:^M  ^u^rtc^^tr:"':  "'^ ''-  ^^"^^^^  ^^  ^^^^o'z^:^ 

certainely  bounded  that  it  may  as  well  extend  to  all  a    fa  •  Js  Vir" 

beforr  tl  .  .  ■  '^  possession  of  all  or  most  tl.ev  now  enjoy 
befoie  the  Dutch  were  expelled  from  New  Yorke,  and  that  tS 
Pattent  must  be  understood  to  be  voyd  wholely  if  it  did  not  en  tie 
them  to  the  very  bowells  of  their  country  contevned  in  tha   Patten 

1  hat  then  Pattent  was  prior  to  tlie  Dukes  and  soe  c<mfirmed  in 

d      e'^l^t^P:;!;'^;'  ""^T-^'  ^'  ^^"^^  ^^"^-^^^^  "-  rretencrS^a 
Z\     n    r  *  ""^  ^""^  ^^  ^^''^^  to  destrov  the  former  and 

that  Conr^  appoynted  by  the  King  in  (64)  settled  v^'  Bound  ^4^1^ 
vertue  of  an  authority  under  the  Great' Scale,  .-  tLt  neve^^^^^^^ 
firmed  by  the  Duke,  yett  was  assented  to  by  his  Lieut  Govern^  wo 
sure  would  not  have  yielded  to  it,  if  His  R''  JV^  r  ^h  ha  be«  e 
cleere  in  y^  poynt.  oeene 

Upon  the  wliole  you  will  see  that  His  Roy"  H-  is  willimr  thintrs 
shou  d  rest  as  they  are  at  present  but  he  is  not  son-^  yo    inve  re 
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The  Dutch  Ambassador  M'  Van  Beuninueii  liath  put  in  a  memo- 
riall  into  my  hands,  setting  forth  that  some  of  tlie  Dutch  complaine 
you  impose  on  them  the  Oatlis  of  Allegiance  and  Fidelity,  and  will 
not  declare  as  the  late  Govern""  did  (and  as  the  articles  of  surrend"" 
to  Coll.  Nicholls  he  saythe  import)  that  they  should  not  be  ol)lidged 
to  beare  amies  against  the  Hollanders.  He  therefore  pray'd  they 
might  have  the  Oaths  in  as  large  a  seiice  as  was  agreed,  or  els  leave 
to  transjKirt  tlieniselves  and  estates.  I  have  by  his  R"  H~  ai)prol)a- 
tion  returned  him  this  answer  : — That  I  know  nothing  of  any  such 
declaracon  und""  the  hand  of  any  inecediug  Gov'  and  that  the  only 
article  of  y'  kind  amongst  those  of  the  snrrend'  to  Coll.  Nicholls 
(which  I  observe  in  a  copy  with  me)  says,  they  shall  not  l)e  ]n"essed 
to  serve  in  war  ag^'  any  nacon  whatsoever,  w''  doubtless  was  meant 
of  pressing  (as  we  jtress  seamen)  and  not  to  exemjit  inhabitants  from 
beareing  their  ])ro))orcon  of  the  chai'ge  in  the  militia,  or  from  con- 
tributeing  all  they  can  to  y  comon  defence  of  tlie  Country  :  and  that 
whosoever  ])leased  might  withdi'aw  himselfe  and  liis  effects  or  estate 
freely  from  thence,  when  he  ])leased,  i)aying  his  debts  and  provided 
he  hatli  not  first  incurred  the  penaltyes  the  law  inflicts  after  a  legall 
tryall  for  any  offence.  And  in  conclusion  I  gave  him  a  copy  of  two 
paragraphs  in  yo'  letters  (y"'  last  of  the  24"'  October  last)  wherein  he 
sees  all  I  know  of  that  matter.  This  I  sup]>ose  may  give  satisfac- 
tion, but  if  not.  and  that  he  make  any  farther  instances.  I  shall  then 
desire  that  the  partyes  may  gett  hither  authentique  cojjjtyes  of  ])ro- 
ceedings  from  New  Yorke,  if  a  reference  to  you  (by  way  of  review) 
be  not  sufficient. 

But  upon  this  occasion  T  think  it  not  unseasonable  (tliougli  I  be- 
lieve it  not  necessary)  to  i)ut  yon  in  mind  that  it  is  his  R"  Higli"' 
iniencons  to  liave  all  jiersons  whatsoever  treated  with  all  humanity 
&  gentleness  that  can  consist  with  the  honour  and  safety  of  yo''  gov- 
governm'  to  the  end  y'  where  the  laws  doe  inflict  a  i)unishment  it 
may  seeme  rather  for  exanii)le  to  deterr  others  from  the  like  crimes, 
tlien  to  afflict  tlie  party  imnished,  exce]it  where  his  malice  ajjpeares 
l)lainly  to  aggravate  liis  offence. 

I  know  nothing  like  a  project  that  I 'me  fonder  of,  then  the  hopes 
you  cive  me  of  setting  up  a  fishery  at  Long  Island,  v,'"^'  I  believe 
would  be  the  most  acceptable  and  the  most  beneficiall  improvem' 
that  can  be  thought  on.  as  well  by  tlie  numV)er  of  hands  and  ship- 
ping it  will  em])loy  as  by  the  great  concourse  of  people  it  may  draw 
to  his  R"  H"  territoryes. 

I  think  I  liave  formerly  told  you  tlie  value  of  the  timber  brought 
hither  in  the  ship  Castle  frigott :  it  is  £400.  But  at  the  same  time 
tlie  Duke  i)aid  of  the  wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen  in  all  £800.  and 
I  feare  is  yett  likely  to  jiay  for  all  the  victualling  w""  I  guesse  may  be 
£500.  Soe  as  by  this  AcC  reckoning  £1300  cargo  (besides  what  you  had ) 
y-  Duke  wilbe  out  of  ]  urse  £2200  on  this  exi)edition  for  the  repo.s- 
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sessing  New  Yorke :  which  I  shouhl  be  heartily  slad  to  see  in  a  fayre 
way  of  being  reimbursed  to  him. 

As  to  yo-^  thoughts  of  bounding  the  Dukes  territoryes  Nortliwards 
by  Canada,  you  wull  doubtless  doe  well  to  looke  upon  them  alwayes 
as  being  soe  bounded,  the  Dutch  having  ever  claymed  &  never  lost 
the  possession  of  the  same,  and  when  any  occasion  shalbe  to  take  out 
a  New  Pattent  (be  it  upon  the  better  adjusting  the  Boundaryes  witli 
Connecticut  or  otherwise)  then  care  wilbe  liad  of  fixing  tliis  north- 
erne  Itmitt. 

The  like  I  may  say  to  you  as  to  Delaware  Colony,  though  it  seeme 
of  more  necessity  than  the  other,  but  it  wilbe  good  you  send  us  tlie 
distinct  markes  and  boundaryes  of  those  parts,  as  well  as  any  other 
that  you  think  ought  to  be  expressed  in  a  Pattent  (w'=''  you  may  best 
doe  by  people  upon  the  place  who  are  acquainted  therewith)  and 
then  we  shall  have  the  encouragem'  (at  least)  of  goeing  bett^  in- 
structed to  take  out  our  new  Pattent. 

It  may  possibly  be  of  use  hereafter  and  therefore  I  desire  you  will 
send  as  good  an  ace'  as  you  can,  what  townes  or  territoryes  on  the 
West  side  of  Connecticut  River  were  actually  under  the  governm' 
of  Connecticut  Colony  in  April  1662:  that  being  the  time  their  Pat- 
tent ben res  date. 


SIR  JOHN  WERDEN  TO  GOVERNOR  ANDROS. 


Sir:  Since  my  last  to  you  when  Capt.  Salisbury  went  hence,  I 
have  rec^  divers  from  you,  y^  freshest  whereof  bears  date  y«^  21.  May 
last,  and  omitting  those  parts  of  yo""  Ires  w^"  are  narratives  of  y"  pro- 
ceedings of  y  Indians  &'  1  shall  as  nere  as  1  can  answer  the  rest, 
whereto  you  seeme  to  expect  it  from  me. 

But  by  J''  way,  I  may  owne  to  you  y  forbidding  y<=  sale  of  powder  to 
^my  Indians  except  y  Maquas  (whose  friendship  w"*  you  is  necessary 
to  be  preserved)  is  very  well  looked  on  liere,  since  though  our  neigh- 
bours Christians  deserve  small  courtesy  from  us,  yet  still  theire  be- 
ing Christians  makes  it  charity  for  us  not  to  furnish  theire  enemyes 
w'"  y-^^  opportunityes  or  meanes  to  hurt  y™ 

I  am  glad  to  heare  y^  Dutchmen  have  willingly  submitted  at  last, 
and  taken  y^  Oath  of  Allegiance  as  tendered :  and  I  supi)osed  as 
much  before,  for  I  have  never  heard  more  of  y^'  matter  from  y' 
Dutch  Ambassad'^  since  y  first  iiaper  of  w^  1  gave  you  an  ace' 

Both  from  yo"^  selfe  and  M'  Dyre  in  Aug"  (75)  or  thereabouts,  y'= 
ace'  we  had  of  y  Customes  and  other  revenue  of  New  Yorke,  put 
us  in  hopes  of  future  advantages  more  y"  I  perceive  are  like  to  be 
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coiitinned  to  us  wlien  }'  at-c'  conies  stated,  w''  yoii  promise  'ere 
hn\<i.  Tlie  only  comfort  reniaiueing  is,  y'  if  y  present  charges  or 
losses  be  soe  great  by  reason  of  y"  Avar  among  yo'  neiglibours,  wiieii 
y'  is  ended  we  sliall  ])resume  on  better  things.  But  such  as  it  is,  I 
believe  it  will  give  some  satisfaccon  if  your  Gen"  ace'  (and  M' 
Dyre's)  be  constantly  sent  us  once  a  yeare  at  least ;  his  instruccons 
ordering  him  to  give  it  in  accordingly,  or  oftner  if  you  thinke  titt. 

You  are  desirous  of  his  R"  High""  comands  touching  y-  Vice  Ad- 
miralty in  those  i)arts.  but  you  doe  not  explaine  in  what  particulars 
you  meane.  If  it  be  as  to  y  Boundaryes,  I  cannot  say  more  >•"  re- 
ferr  you  to  those  of  yo'  governm'  it  selfe  ;  for  though  His  R"  High" 
be  Admirall  still  of  all  his  Ma'^forreigne  Plantacons,  yett  y'  Pattent 
of  Admiralty  I  tliinke  is  dated  before  yo'  govern'  was  in  English 
hands;  soe  as  properly  his  R"  High"  can  derive  noe  authority  in 
those  countreys  or  seas,  but  according  to  y  limitts  of  the  latter  Pat- 
tent,  by  Av''  he  holds  y  same  from  the  Crowne.  And  in  pursuance 
of  y  latter  Pattent  you  have  doubtlesse  act  in  pursuance  of  your 
instruccons  in  as  ample  maner  (haveing  already  y  Dukes  Gen"  com- 
mission) as  he  himselfe  might  doe  if  he  were  upon  y"  place. 

And  as  for  the  Delaware  Plant;ic6n,  I  thiuke  I  have  already  told 
you  y'  his  R"  High'"  is  not  advised  here  to  Passe  a  Pattent  singly  for 
y' ;  but  when  there  shalbe  occasion  of  reneuing  or  altering  liis  other 
Pattent  for  N.  Y.  (either  for  the  better  ascertaineing  the  Boundaryes 
or  for  any  other  causes)  then  it  Avilbe  a  titt  season  to  insert  Dela- 
Avare  into  y^  same  graunt  and  in  the  interim  it  wilbe  convenient  y' 
you  send  us  y"  proper  boundaryes  thereof,  especially  takeing  care  to 
have  y'"  large  enough  y'  Avay,  y'  noe  other  English  claime  a  right, 
and  Av"'  respect  to  such  consideracons  as  may  make  us  hope  for 
most  improvem". 

1  shall  see  by  discourse  av'"  M'  Legge  or  some  other  of  y"  officers 
of  the  Ordenance  what  may  be  done  in  ord'^  to  furnish  you  w"'  some 
of  those  small  guns  you  mention,  of  300  weight  or  thereabouts,  for 
small  boates,  and  noAv  his  R"  Higlr'  is  pleased  to  agree  y'  you  buy 
such  a  small  vessell  (w"'  a  decke)  as  you  say  is  needfull  and  may  be 
titt  both  [for]  riA'er  &  sea,  in  hopes  it  may  be  a  countenance  to  you, 
and  of  good  use,  especially  against  such  Masters  of  Vessells  as  shall 
be  refactory  within  your  Ports.  But  his  R"  High^^  would  have  you 
make  y"  charge  thereof  as  little  as  i)ossible,  viz'  2  or  3  men  at  most, 
and  then  upon  occasion  you  may  clap  in  souldiers  <.V"  as  is  dayly  used 
here  at  Gravesend  and  else  where  at  many  of  y'  Kings  forts. 

I  have  lett  his  R"  H"  know  of  Capt.  Bellopps  desire  to  part  w"' 
his  com"  of  2''  Leiuetenant  under  you :  but  y"  Duke  is  not  pleased 
to  give  Avay  unto  it  by  any  means ;  yett  sayth  in  regard  he  hath  for- 
merly served  y"  King,  he  would  have  you  let  him  continue  still  in  y' 
employm',  jtrovided  he  demeane  himselfe  as  he  ought :  but  if  you 
find  he  doth  otherAvise,  and  y'  you  should  judge  it  necessary  to  put 
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Imn  out,  y-  y  Duke  would  have  you  put  iu  Cupt :  Salisbury  in  his 

[Leldthen  '  ''""'""  "''  "^  -^^  ""'  '^  ^'^'^^  ^"  ^'^™  "P-  ^'^  "- 

The  story  you  tell  me  of  a  small  vessell  from  Bostou  ends  well  in 

1  oike  but  Mr  Dyre  writes  me  word  of  one  Griffin  y^  at  A'ir^inia 
was  by  h,s  meanes  bound  to  answer  his  contempt  (in  rlike  nafure' 
m  England  w--  putts  us  to  play  an  after  game  here  (besides  some 
othe    consideracons  w-  I  need  not  insert:)  Avhereas  if  y'  caution 

after  r;,Vr",'  "'^'  T  '''''''  "^"^•"-  "^  ^^^-  ^orke  whensoever 
hfthPr  M  M  /T'''^'"^  ^"  ^""^  ^'overnm' they  should  appeale 
hither  It  would  be  farr  easyer  to  justify  his  W  High-  rights y  it 
IS  my  other  case  to  vindicate  y-  from  ye  arts  and  wiles  of  seafaring 

You  may  please  to  gett  M^  Dyre  observe  y^  caution  (where  he  can) 
r  soe  you  may  the  better  preserve  y^'  rights  of  vour  Port 

And  since  I  am  upon  y^  subject  it  is  not  impertinent  to  it  if  I  adde 
thus  much  further  in  relacon  to  Sir  (Jeorge  Carterett's  Colony  of 
New  Jerse^^  y^  ,s,  that  I  have  acquainted  ins  R"  High-  with  what 
?nr  nTiTf  ^«^f  ^-^^^"^^^  his  late  bickem.g  w'>  Capt.  Carteret 
or  of  let  mg  a  Present  passe  &%  and  tliough  small  matters  are 
hardly  worth  y^  notice  especially  where  Sir  George  Carterett  him- 
selte  is  concerned  :  (for  whom  the  Duke  hath  much  esteeme  and  re- 
gard,) I  doe  not  find  rr  Buke  is  at  all  inclined  to  left  goe  any  part 
of  his  prerogative  w-  you  and  your  predecess^^  have  all  along  con- 
stantly asserted  in  his  behalfe  :  and  soe,  though  at  present  in  respect 
.0  Sir  Geo  :  we  soften  things  all  we  may  not  to  disturbs  his  choller 
(for  ,n  truth  the  passion  of  his  inferio^  Offic-  soe  far  infects  him  as 
puts  hmi  on  demands  w-'  he  hath  noe  colour  of  right  to)  I  verily  be- 
leve  should  h,s  foote  chance  to  slip,  those  who  succeed  him  must 
be  content  w-  lesse  civility  y"  we  shew  him  in  r  point,  since  v"  we 
should  exercise  y^  just  authority  his  R»  High-  hath  without'such 
reserves,  as  though  intended  but  favours  now,  may,  if  confirmed, 
rebound  too  much  to  y^  prejudice  of  yo''  Colonv.  You  will  reserve 
what  I  say  in  y^  !)aragraph  to  your  selfe,  and  lett  AP  Dvre  and  CaT)t  • 
Billopp  know  what  relates  to  y-  as  vou  judge  fitt  ' 

Dated  at  S'  James's  Aug"  y^  3P'  167G. 
To  Major  Andros. 
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ON  ORDER  OR  WARRANT  FOR  JEUFFRO  PAPPEGAY  TO 
REINFORCE  A  FORMER  JUDGMENT  &  EXECUTION 
SHE  HAD  AG-  ANDREW  CARR  &  HIS  WIFE. 


By  the  Governo'  : 

WiiEKEAs,  I  iim  inform 'd  Tliat  Jeuffio  Armegart  Prince  als  Pajv 
pegayof  Upland  in  Delaware  River  obtain'd  a  judgment  at  the  Court 
of  Assizes  held  in  this  city  in  the  year  1G72,  in  tlie  Time  of  Coll  Francis 
Lovelace  then  Governor  against  Andrew  Carr,  &  Presille  his  wife 
late  Inhabitants  in  the  said  River  for  a  certain  Sum  of  Money  in 
the  said  Judgmen'  exprest,  for  the  which  a  special  warrant  of  Exe- 
ution  was  also  granted ,  but  that  the  same  was  not  then  fully  effected ; 
Att  the  request  of  the  said  Jeuffro  Armigart  Prince  als  Pappegay, 
that  the  former  Execution  may  be  renewed,  These  are  in  his  Ma""^ 
name  to  require  you  to  proceed  according  to  the  Judgement  of  the 
said  Court  of  Assizes,  in  w'hat  remains  thereof  unexecuted :  And 
for  wiiatsoever  you  shall  law'fully  act  or  do  in  prosecution  hereof, 
this  shall  be  yo'  sufficient  warrant. 

Given  under  my  Hand  &  Seal  in  New-Yorke  this  J2tli  day  of  Jan- 
uary 1675. 

K.  ANDROS. 
To    Capt  Edmund  Cantwell    Iligii-Sheriff    of   Delaware    or    his 

Deputy. 


COMISSION  FOR  THE  TRYAL  OF  LYBRANT  JOHNSON 
AT  NEW  CASTLE  ABOUT  A  RAPE  COMITTED  I  AS  IS 
SAID)  ON  ANN  JURIANS. 


Edmund  Andkos  Esq"^  &c. 

Whereas  I  have  rec'from  the  Court  at  New  Castle  in  Delaware 
an  Acco"-  with  the  examination  of  several  taken  tlie  10"'  of  January 
last  past,  concerning  a  Ra])e  comitted  upon  the  Body  of  Anne 
Jurians  by  Lybrant  Johnson  &  his  Complices  within  the  said  Courts 
Jurisdiction  ;  And  tiiat  all  or  part  of  the  said  Criminals  are  secured 
in  Prison  :  I  do  therefore  In  his  Majesties  Name  hereby  Constitute 
and  appoint  you  M"^  Hans  Block,  M'  John  ^loll.  M'^  Toppe  Outhout, 
M'^  Josei)h  Chew  and  M''  Derick  Alberts,  the  justices  of  the  Court  of 
Newcastle,  M""  Peter  Cock,  M' Peter  Rambo,  M'  Izrael  Holme,  M'' 
Laes  Andriessen,  &  M""  Woole  Swain  Justices  of  Upland  Court  and 
Delaware  River,  or  any  seven  or  more  of  you,  whereof  three  at  least 
of  each  Court  /and  the  first  in  Nomination  of  Newcastle,  unless 
otherwise  agreed  among  tliemselves)  to  preside  to  Meet  at  Newcastlt 
aforesaid,  as  soon  as  conveniently  maybe,  &  be  a  Court  of  Oyer  and 
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Terminer,  and  sitt  one  or  more  Times  during  tlie  space  of  one  wliole 
week,  if  Occasion  require,  for  the  hearing,  tryinff,  giving  Jud<rement, 
&  causirg  the  same  to  be  put  in  Execution,  according  to  Law  in 
the  Matter  or  Case,  of  the  above  recited  Eape  said  to  be  committed 
by  Lybrant  Jolmson  &  Complices  on  tlie  body  of  Anne  Jurians 
aforesaid.  In  M'hich  court  tlie  Sheriff  with  other  his  Majesties  Offi- 
cers, are  to  see  or  cause  due  prosecution  to  be  made  fitting.  Jury  to 
be  provided,  the  Prisoners  duly  secured,  iSc  ju-oduced  to  the  Court, 
together  witii  all  witness  to  be  ready  when  call'd  for  by  tlie  Court, 
And  the  Judgement  of  the  said  Court  to  be  put  in  Execution  as 
above  according  to  Law. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  of  tlie  Province  in  New  York 
this  21"'  day  of  February  in  the  28"'  year  of  iiis  Majesties  Keign 
Annog  Domini  1075. 

E.  ANDROS. 


A  LETTER  TO  CAP'  CANTWELL.  OF  THE  23'^  APRIL  1675. 


Ap"  23'"  1675. 
S'  :  I  have  this  Afternoon  rec^  your  Letter  of  the  19"'  by  Walker, 
and  Sent  by  you  Express,  In  w^''  you  give  me  an  Acco'  of  the  Mur- 
der of  two  Christians,  ab'  the  8"'  of  this  Instant,  about  Milstone 
River,  &  y'  it  shou'd  be  done  by  y"  Brother  of  him  y'  lately  dy'd  at 
After  Cull,  I  think  it  sometiiing  strange  y'  at  y  writing  of  y""  for- 
mer Letters  of  y"  14"'  it  16'''  av<^''  I  rec^  by  M'  Osburn.  neither  you  nor 
the  s''  Osborne  in  his  Journey,  should  have  heard  nothing  of  it ;  This 
is  to  let  you  know  y"  the  20"'  Instant,  three  of  the  Nevisans  Sacke- 
makas,  were  here  w"'  me,  &  about  Thirty  of  their  People  w""  them, 
and  did  not  only  Conclude  a  Peace  w"'  tliem,  but  thc^y  did  also  En- 
gage, neither  to  Harbour, or  have  any  thing  to  do  w"'  any  other  In- 
dians y'  sliou'd  haiipen  to  be  our  enemies,  &  particularly  those  beyond 
them  :  Now  upon  the  Rec'  of  this  last  L''''  of  yu%  I  have  advised 
w"'  my  Councel,  and  sent  to  Governo'  Carteret  to  desire  him  to  Send 
by  Express,  to  the  Indians  to  know  y^^  truth  of  y-  Murther,  &  if  so, 
by  whom,  the  Manner  &  Cause,  w"'out  declareing  any  further  In- 
tent, &  give  me  a  present  Answer,  As  also  y'  he  will  give  Order  for 
Horses  for  our  Journey  to  Delaware,  to  be  ready  at  furthest,  the  last 
Instant,  about  w^"  time  I  think  of  Setting  ou:  from  hence,  though  I 
had  not  intended  till  the  4""  of  the  next,  &  shall  (as  afore)  come  by 
the  way  of  the  Falls,  when  you  may  Meet,  on  Tuesday  y  4"'  or  if  you 
shall  be  there  sooner,  &  think  good,  may  come  on  towards,  or  to 
Mill  Stone  River  as  you  propose:  In  the  mean  time  I  think  there 
needs  no  further  Order,  but  y'  you  look  to  yo'"selves,  &  give  no  just 
offence,  or  cause  of  Suspicion  to  the  Indians  :  But  as  to  James  San- 
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dylaud  (if  you  tire  nut  sure  ul'  liis  bein^^  Ciimiiially  f?uilty)  you  ought 
to  have  had  a  Court,  y'  lie  mijjht  have  liad  a  Legal  Tryal,  &  so  either 
be  justly  detained,  punisht  or  releast ;  Tlierefo.e  if  you  have  Time, 
let  it  be  yet  done  befoi'e  you  come,  liaving  had  no  other  meaning, 
nor  (I  think)  given  any  other  Dirccons  in  my  former  Letter;  As  to 
his  being  out  ujujii  Bah',  (if  he  be  not  Criminal  it  canot  be  deny"d 
him,  pray  let  their  be  as  little  Noise  or  talk,  of  tlie "Indian  Concerns 
in  yo'  parts  as  may  be,    1  am 

Your  Loving  Friend 

E :  ANDROS. 


Att  a  Council  April  y"  23^'  1075. 
Pkesent — The  Governo'. 

The  Miiyor  it  Aldermen. 
Ca])'  Dyre. 
Upon  the  Hecei^tion  of  a  Letter  from  Delaware,  of  the  19"'  Instant, 
brought  by  2  Persons  w"'  an  Indian  Guide  come  Express,  signifying 
the  Murther  of  two  Christians  the  8'"  day  of  this  Month  at  Mill- 
stone (^reek.  A  Consultacon  was  held  about  it. 

Resolved  tlr-it  the  former  iiesolution  of  the  Governors  going  to 
Delaware  be  held  at  farthest  at  the  Time  i)roposed  :  In  the  mean 
time  to  Send  over  to  Governo'"  Cai'teret  to  desire  him  (if  he  approve 
on  it)  forthwith  to  Send  an  Expivss  to  the  Indians  to  know  the  truth 
of  the  said  JSIurther.  \-  if  so  l>y  whom  <!t  for  what  Cause,  with  tlie 
Manner  of  it. 

To  Desire  Governo''  Carteret  y'  he  will  give  (Jrder  for  the  provid- 
ing of  Thirty  Horses  to  be  ready  y '  29"'  or  at  farthest  y  30'''  instant 
for  Carrying  our  People  to  Delaware.  The  Owners  to  be  Satisfyed. 
The  s''  Horses  to  be  brought  to  Elizabeth  Town.  To  Desire  the  s'^ 
Governo''  Carteret  to  let  us  know  y*^^  Indians  AnsAver  as  soon  as  may  be. 


A  LETTER  WRITTEN  TO  CAP^  CANTWELL.  OF  THE  30" 
APRIL  1675. 


New  Yokk  the  30"'  April  1675. 
Two  Hours  since  I  rec'  yo'"'  of  the  25"'  by  two  Indians  Sent  Ex- 
press, as  also  the  Copys  of  the  10"'  from  Israel  Holme,  &  24'^''  from 
Peter  Cock  :  by  all  w"^  Ifind  how  much  you  are  alarm 'd  in  yo"' Parts, 
•fc  perswaded  of  tlie  Indians  Intention  to  doMischeif;  Upon  Con- 
sideracbn  of  w^",  I  am  ai)t  to  believe,  y'  yo""  Indian  Intelligencer,  (if 
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lie  be  real  himself,  is  but  ill  intonned  ;  For  at  the  time  y''  he  rej)orts 
the  former  Messengers,  Cock  &  Walker  to  be  Murdered,  tliey  were 
in  these  Parts,  safe  &  well,  arriving  here  the  23""  &  were  dispatcht 
back  the  same  Night  in  the  Evening  ;  By  whom  I  gave  yon  an  Ac- 
count of  a  tirm  Peace  being  Concluded  w'*"  3  of  the  greatest  Sacli- 
eniacks  &  their  Peoi)le  at  &  beyond  the  Nevisans.  who  promised  not 
to  be  any  ways  concerned,  or  to  Ilarbo'  any  other  Indians,  particu- 
larly their  Neighbours,  if  they  sliould  happen  to  be  in  Enmity  w"' 
us.  That  tlie  Mauqes  &  the  Sopus  Indians  had  likewise  this  Spring 
renewed  the  Peace  w"'  us,  and  y'  I  didholdmy  llesolutionof  Setting 
out  for  yo'  Parts  (at  furthest)  on  Monday  the  third  of  May,  &  to  be 
at  the  Falls  on  Tuesday,  of  w  '  I  shall  not  fail  (God  willing)  1  hope 
&  do  not  doubt  of  a  good  Success  for  the  Quiet  &  Settlem'  of  all 
those  Parts  &  y'  yo'  former  Messengers  are  safely  Arrived  to  you 
w"''  my  said  Letters,  hearing  from  all  other  Hands,  y'  the  Indians 
are  Quiet  &  busy  on  Planting,  However  I  thank  you  for  yo'  great 
Care  of  myself,  as  well  as  for  the  Preservation  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  River,  and  giving  Notice  for  the  preventing  of  Suri)rizes,&  pro- 
viding ag'  all  Events;  And  if  tliere  sliall  be  occasion.  I  sliall  not  be 
wanting  in  supi)lying  you  w"'  all  T.iings  Necessary  ;  I  am 

Yo''  loving  Friend 

E:  ANDROS. 


At  a  Councel  June  23^-'  167-5. 
Present— The  Governor. 
The  Secretary 
M'  John  Lawrejice 
Cap'  Salisbury. 
Captain  Brockholes. 
Captain  Dyre. 
There  being  Ijetters  arrived  from  Delaware  about  a  Disturbance 
of  the  People  tiiere,  and  of  their  Disobedience  to  the  Magistrates. 
It  is  Ordered  y'  some  Person  be  Sent  thither  about  it. 
The  Governor  will  think  of  some  titting  Person  both  for  this  and 
Connecticut. 

That  with  the  Person  to  be  Sent  for  Delaware,  two  Files  of  vSol- 
diers  or  some  Force  be  Sent  likewise. 
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A    SPECIAL    WARRANT    FOR    TFIE   APPhARANCE    OF 
CONSTABLE  AND  OVERSEERS  OF  HEMPSTEAD. 

By  the  Govehno' 

AViiECEAs  1  didliytlie  Advice  of  niyCouncell,  wiiti^  to  tlie  Town 
of  Hempstead,  directed  to  you,  bearing  date  Monday  tlie  s"'  Instant, 
which  beint;  of  Publick  Concern  and  Imi)ort,  requiring  Dispatcli.  I 
Sent  it  Ex])ress  by  Cap'  Will'"  Dyre,  one  of  the  Couiicel,  who  makes 
a  Return  of  his  Delivering  it  to  you,  as  Directed,  in  Hempstead 
Wensday  the  10"'  Instant :  Notwithstanding  which  you  have  not 
yet  given  me  any  Answer  thereunto;  These  are  therefore  in  his 
Majesties  Name  to  require  and  comand  yon,  and  every  of  you  forth- 
with to  make  your  ])ersonal  Ai)i)earances  before  me  and  my  Councel, 
in  this  Place,  to  Answer  yo""  Contempt  (Except  the  Younger  in 
Years  of  you,  to  remain  an  Act  in  your  Absence)  In  which  you  are 
not  to  fail,  as  you'll  vVnswer  yo"^  Defaults  at  yo''  utmost  Perills. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  in  New  York  this  13''  day  of  May 
1()76. 

E:  ANDROSS. 
'■J'o  tiie  C'onstabie  and  ()\erseers  of  Hempstead. 


A    COMISSION    FOIJ    HIGH    SHERIFF,  GRANTED    UNTO 
CAP'  THOMAS  WILLET. 


Edmond  Andi!os  E^q'  I'cc. 
To  Cap'  Thoman  Willet  High  Sheriff. 

By  virtue  of  his  Ma""  Letters  Pattents,  and  Authority  derived 
unto  me,  under  his  Royal  Highness  I  do  hereby  according  to  Law 
and  Nomination  constitute  and  api)oint  you,  Caj)'  Thomas  Willet, 
to  be  Higii  Sheriff  of  Yorkshire,  upon  Long  Island,  and  Depend- 
ancies,  for  this  Year  ensueing.  Giving  you  full  Power  and  Author- 
ity to  Act  therein  according  to  the  Duty  and  Office  of  a  High  Sheriff, 
Of  which  all  Persons  concerned  are  to  take  Notice,  and  to  ffive  you 
that  due  Respect  and  Obedience,  belonging  thereunto. 

(iiven  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  in  New  York,  the  first  day  of  July, 
in  the  2S"'  Year  of  his  Majesties  Reign  Anog  Domini  1G76. 

E  ANDROSS. 
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Alt  a  Councel  July  24"'-  1675. 
PnESENT— The  Governor. 
The  Secretary. 
M"^  Jn"  Lawrence. 
Cap'  Brockholes. 
Ca])'  Dyer. 
Resolved,  That  the  former  Order  of  Councel  of  June  23"^  about 
r  Disturbance  at  Delaware,  be  restated,  and  y  an  Order  or  special 
Wm-r  be  sent  thitlier  for  Majistor  Jacobus  Fabricius  &  John  Ocrle 
as  Kmp:lead-,to  make  their  Appearance  here,  to  Answer  the  Misde 
meano-  objected  'a^:'  them,  touching  tlie  late  Disturbance 

Tlie  Business  ab-  Ca].'  Carr's  Valley  or  Meadow  -round  &c  at 
Newcastle,  being  taken  into  Consideration  : 

Ordered  that  the  Order  made  at  Delaware,  be  Observed  for  v^ 
Valueing  of  the  s"  Land,  &  y"  Town  to  have  y^  Refusal 


WARRANT  SENT  TO  RP  JACOBUS  FABRICIUS  AND  JOHN 
OGLE  AT  DELAWARE. 


Whereas  I  liave  rec^  Infurmacon  from  the  Magistrates  at  Dela- 
ware, that  you  Jacobus  Fabricius  were  a  i)rincipal  Ringleader  in 
causmg  a  tumultuous  Disturbance  (not  long  since)  that  is  to  say 
upon  the  4"^  day  of  June  last,  at  the  Town  of  Newcastle,  &  did  am- 
temn  &  disobey  the  Orders  setforth  by  tlie  s-*  Magistrates,  in  a  riout- 
ous  manner :  These  are  therefore  in  his  Majesties  Name,  to  require 
&  Comand  you  forthwith,  to  make  yo^  Fsonal  Ai>pearance  before 
me,  in  this  place,  to  make  Answer  to  what  shall  be  objected  ag'  you 
upon  the  AccoMforemenconed  ;  of  the  w^"  you  are  not  to  fail,  as  you 
will  Answer  y«  contrary  at  yo'  utmost  peril. 

.     Given  under  my  hand  &  Seal  in  New  York  this  26">  day  of  July 
16/5.  ,  •' 

rp    ,,     .  ^      ,  E.  ANDROS. 

To  Magister  Jacobus  Fabricius. 

The  like  for  John  Ogle. 

The  same  warr'  was  Sent  for  Joim  Ogle  at  the  s^  place. 
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A  LETTER  SENT  BY  THE  GOYERNO"  ORDER.  TO  CAP' 
CAXTWELL.  DY  JOHAXES  DE  IIAES.  ABOUT  CAP' 
CARRES  MEADOW. 


Xew  York  tlie  28"'  July  167o. 
Cap'  Cantwell  :  As  to  Caii'  Carr's  Meadow  and  Land,  near  tlie 
Town,  now  upon  Sale,  and  in  dispute  betwixt  the  Towne  and  some 
l)articular  Persons;  tlie  Court  is  to  make  a  return  to  the  Governo' 
whether  it  were  ever  inclosed  or  improved,  but  particularly  since 
Ca])'  Carre  had  it ;  In  the  mean  Time  y'  it  remain  as  it  was  the 
last  seven  years  of  the  English  Governm',  before  the  Dutch  took 
the  place  in  July  1673  ;  Upou  w'''  Return  the  Governo'  will  give 
further  Direction.  Here  inclos'd  you  will  receive  the  two  special 
warrants,  for  Fabricius  &  Ogle,  The  other  Chief  Ringleaders,  are  to 
be  bound  over  to  the  next  (xeneral  Court  there  ;  In  the  mean''  to  be 
of  the  good  Behaviour  :  I  am 

Y"o'  humble  Serv', 

M:  XICJLLS. 


Att  a  Councel  September  15"*'  7^77.-7. 

Presext — The  Governor. 
The  Secretary. 
M"^  J:  Lawrence. 
Cap*  Brockholes. 
Cap'  Dyer. 
^P  Fred:  Philipse. 
Magister  Jacobus  Fabricius  being  Ordered  by  Special  Warr'  to 
make  his  personal  Appearance  before  the  Governo'' here  ;  to  Answer 
to  a  Complaint  made  against  him  by  the  High  Sheriff  and  Court 
at  Newcastle  in  Delaware,  for  causing  a  Disturbance  and  Uproar 
against  the  Magistrates. 
John  Ogle  falling  Sick  Appeared  not. 

It  is  Ordered  that  the  said  Magister  Fabricius,  in  Regard  of  his 
being  Guilty  of  what  is  lay'd  to  his  Charge  and  his  former  irregular 
Life  and  Conversation,  be  Suspended  from  Exercising  his  Function 
as  a  Minister,  or  Preaching  any  more  within  the  Governm' either  in 
Puhlick  or  Private. 

The  Orders  of  the  Court  at  Newcastle  for  making  the  Dykes,  to 
be  Confirm'd,  The  Out-Peojile  there  to  have  like  or  proportionable 
Benefit  of  tiie  Comonage  of  the  Meadow  adjoining  to  the  Dykes  they 
have  help't  to  make  w"'  those  of  y  Town. 
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Captain  Carr's  Valley  or  Meadow  at  New  Castle  having  as  is  al- 
ledffetl  never  been  inclosed  nor  improved  by  Cap'Carr,  and  as  is  said 
by  Cap'  Cantwell,  was  never  purcliased  from  the  the  Indians  neither, 
It  is  Ordered  (if  so)  that  the  said  Land  shall  be  Purchased  of  the 
Indian  Proprietors  in  the  Dukes  Name,  In  the  mean  Time  to  re- 
main in  Comon  as  it  is. 

Ordered  that  the  Block  House  at  Newcastle  be  remov'd  and  built 
on  the  backside  of  the  Town  about  the  Middle  of  it,  at  or  near  the 
old  block  House  wherein  there  may  be  a  Court  House  &  a  Prison 
also. 


RECORDED  THIS  INDIAN  DEED  OF  SALES  OF  A  TRACT 

OF  LAND  IN  DELAWARE  RIVER  UNTO 

GOVERNOR  EDMOND  ANDROS. 


Novem :  the  5^"  1675. 
This  Indenture  made  the  three  and  twentieth  day  of  Septem- 
ber in  the  twenty  seventh  Year  of  the  reign  of  our  Soverign  Lord 
Charles  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  England  Scotland  France 
&  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c:  And  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  God  One  Thousand  Six  Hundred  Seventy  five.  Between  Ed- 
mond  Andros  Esq''  Governo'"  and  Lieut'  under  his  Royal  Highness 
James  Duke  of  York  and  Albany  &c.  of  aU  his  Territories  in 
America,  for  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  said  Royal  Highness  of  the 
one  part,  and  Mamarakiekau,  Auricktan,  Sackoquewan  and  Ma- 
meckos,  on  thebehalf  of  themselves  as  the  true  Sachems,  Owners  and 
lawful  Indian  Proprietors  of  the  Land  herein  mentioned,  And  of 
all  other  Indians,  any  way  concerned  therein,  on  the  otlier  Part. 
Witnessth  that  for  and  in  Consideracon  of  a  certain  Sum  of  Wam- 
pam,  and  divers  other  Goods,  which  in  the  Schedule  hereunto  an- 
next  are  exprest,  unto  the  s"*  Sachems  and  Indians  in  hand  paid  bv 
the  s**  Governo""  The  Receit  whereof  they  the  s^  Sachems  &  Indians 
do  hereby  Acknowledge,  &  to  be  fully  Satisfied,  And  thereof  &  every 
part  thereof  do  for  themselves,  &  all  others  concerned  their  Heirs 
Successo"  &  every  of  them  clearly  Acquit  &  Discharge  the  s'  Gov- 
ernor &  his  Successors,  Have  Given  Granted  Bargained  &  Sold  and 
by  these  presents  do  fully  and  absolutely  Give  Grant  Bargain  &  Sell 
unto  the  said  Ed  mond  Andros  for  &  on  the  behalf  of  his  s'^  Royal 
Highness  aforemeneconed  All  that  Tract  of  Land  lying  &  being  on 
the  Westside  of  Delaware  River,  begining  at  a  certahi  Creek  next 
to  the  Cold  Spring  somewhat  above  Matinicom  Island,  about  Eight 
or  Nine  Miles  below  the  Falls,  &  as  far  above  tlie  s"  Falls  as  the 
other  is  below  them,  or  further  that  way  as  mav  be  agreed  upon,  to 
43— Vol.  V. 
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some  remarkable  place  for  the  more  certain  Bounds,  As  also  All  the 
Islands  in  Delaware  River  ■vvithin  the  aforementioned  Limitts  both 
below  &  above  the  Falls,  excepting  only  one  Island  comonly  known 
by  the  name  of  Peter  Alrick's  Island;  Together  with  all  the  Lands 
Soyls  Meadows,  fresli  and  Salt  Meadows,  Pastures  Comons,  Wood- 
land ]\Iarshes  Rivers,  Rivoletts,  Streams,  Ureeks,  Waters,  Lakes,  and 
whatsoever  to  the  s"*-  Tract  of  Land  alongst  the  River,  and  behind 
into  the  Woods  or  Islands  is  belonging  or  any  way  appertaining,  «fc 
all  &  singular  other  the  premises  &  Appurties  «&  every  part  &  par- 
cell  thereof  w"'out  any  reservacon  of  the  Herbage  or  Trees  or  any 
other  thing  growing  or  being  thereupon.  To  Have  and  to  Hold  the 
s'^  Tract  of  Land  Islands  .t  premises  so  bargained  i  Sold  as  afore- 
menconed  unto  the  s''  Edniond  Andros  Governo'  &  his  Successo" 
for  t  on  the  belialf  of  his  Royal  Iliglniess  his  Heirs  and  Assignes, 
unto  the  proper  Use  &  Behoof  of  his  s*  Royal  Highness  his  Heirs  & 
Assigns  for  ever,  And  the  s''  Sachems  &  Indians  for  themselves,  & 
all  others  concerned,  their  Heirs  &  Successors  do  Covenant  to  &  w'- 
the  s*  Governor  &  his  Successors  for  on  the  behalf  afores'  in  maner 
&  form  following,  that  is  to  say,  that  they  the  s''  Sachems  now  are 
the  very  true,  sole,  «fc  lawful  Indians  Owners  of  the  s'  Tract  of  Land, 
Islands  &  all  &  singular  the  Premisses,  as  being  derived  to  them  by 
their  Ancestors,  And  y''  now  at  y"  ensealing  &  delivery  of  these 
p^'sents  they  are  lawfully  Seized  thereof,  to  the  Use  of  themselves 
their  Heirs  &  Assignes  for  ever,  according  to  the  Use  and  Custom 
of  the  rest  of  y*^  Native  Indians  of  the  Country,  And  further  that 
the  s'  Tract  of  Land  Islands  &  Premises  now  is,  «fc  at  the  time  of 
the  executing  the  s*^  Estate  to  be  made  as  afores'^  shall  be  &  from 
time  to  time  &  at  all  times  hereafter,  shall  &  may  stand  remain  & 
continue  unto  the  s**  Governor  &  his  Successors  to  the  Use  of  his 
Royal  Highness  as  afores''  freely  &  clearly  discharged  &  Acquitted 
from  all  and  every  former  Bargains,  Sales  Gifts  Grant  &  Incum- 
brances wiiatsoever,  And  furthermore  the  s''  Sachems  for  themselves 
&  all  others  concerned,  their  heirs  &  Successors  do  Covenant  that 
the  s*  Governor  his  Successors  &  Assigns  for  &  on  the  behalf  of  his 
Royal  Highness  as  afores''  shall  &  may  from  henceforth  &  for  ever 
lawfully  peaceably  &  quietely  have  hold  possess  &  enjoy  the  Prem- 
isses &  all  the  s''  Tract  of  Land  &  Islands,  with  y^'  Appurtnces 
without  any  lett  resistance  disturbance  or  Interruption  of  the  s"* 
Sachems  &  Indians  or  any  others  concerned,  their  Heirs  &  Suc- 
cessors. 

And  without  any  maner  of  lawful  lott,  hindrance,  Molestacon  or 
Interrupcon  of  any  other  Person  or  Persons  whatsoever  claiming  by 
from  or  under  them  or  any  of  them.  And  it  is  likewise  lastly  Cove- 
nanted k  Agreed  that  the  s**  Sachems  &  Indians  and  the  rest  of 
:he  Indians  concerned,  shall  give  peaceable  &  quiet  possion  of  the 
•s''  Tract  of  Land  Islands  and  Premises,  or  some  part  thereof,  for  the 
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whole,  unto  sucli  Person  or  Persons  as  by  the  said  Governor  or  his 
successors,  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  whensoever  it 
shall  be  demanded.  In  AVitness  Avhereof  the  Parties  to  these 
present  Indentures  have  interchangeably  Sett  to  their  Hands  and 
Seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

The  Mark  of  The  Mark  of 


3 


3 


SACKO-QUENAM. 

The  Mark  of 


MAMA-KACKICKAN. 

Tlie  Mark  of 


<^ 


-THTN 


AXRICKTAN,  a  Sachem. 


NANNECKOS. 


Signed,  Sealed  &  delivered  in  the  presence  of 


Mathias  NicoUs. 
Gyles  Silvester. 
Thorn :  Ashton 
S  :  Gampain, 
Fredrick  Philipsen 
Edm :  Cantabell 


Thomas  Lawrence. 
John  Colier. 
Wm  Osburne 
Luke  Watson 
Christopher  Beresford 
Hon:  Clarke 


The  Payment  Agreed  upon  for  tlie  Purchase  of  the  Tract  of  Land 
on  the  West  side  of  Delare  River  and  the  Islands  in  the  said  River 
near  the  Falls,  according  to  the  Deed  liereAvith  given  and  conveyed 
this  23'"  day  of  September  iGid:  unto  the  Governor  of  these  his 
Royal  Highnesse  Ten-itories  by  the  Indian  Sachems  and  Proprietors 
to  the  Uses  therein  specifyed,  is  as  followeth  Viz' 
Sixty  Fathom  of  Wampum.     Two  Anckers  of  Rum. 

Fifty  Looking  Glasses. 

Fifty  Combs 

Thirty  Hows 

Twenty  Pair  of  Stockings 

Ten  Pair  of  Shoes. 

One  Hundred  Tobacco  Pipes. 

One  Pound  of  Paint. 

One  Hundred  Awles. 

One  Hundred  Jews  Harps. 


Six  Coates  of  Duffles. 

Six  Blanketts. 

Six  Coates  of  Douzens. 

Six  Shirts. 

Half  an  Ancker  of  Powder 

Fourty  Barrs  of  Lead. 

Six  Guns. 

Six  Kettles. 

Thirty  Axes. 

Fifty  Knives. 


676  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

LETTER  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MARYLAND. 


N.  York  October  21"^  lG7o. 
S'  :  I  writ  to  you  lately  by  a  Ketch  of  this  Place,  giving  you  an 
Account  of  my  Return  from  Albany,  and  State  of  Things  here,  and 
of  my  engaging  Maques  and  Sinnekes,  not  any  ways  to  injure  any 
Christians  to  the  Eastward,  and  particularly  in  your  Parts  South- 
ward, in  their  Warrs  with  the  Susquehanna's,  but  others  apprehend- 
ing it  would  be  difficult  to  Restrain  those  People,  especially  Young 
Men,  when  so  far  abroad,  and  Opportunities,  I  did  endeavour  to  be 
rightly  Informed  of  Things  relating  to  that  Warr,  and  found  that 
the  Susquehannahs  being  reputed  by  the  Maques  of  their  Offspring, 
that  they  might  be  brought  to  some  Peace,  or  concorporate  again, 
and  so  take  away  tlie  occasion  of  those  Mischeifs  or  Inroads,  though 
I  find  still  the  Sinneques  wholly  adverse  to  it ;  desireing  their  Ex- 
tirpation ;  but  hearing  now  of  Indian  Troubles  w'=''  hath  lately  occa- 
sioned raiseing  Forces  in  yo''  Parts,  I  have  Sent  this  Bearer  Express 
to  wait  on  you  herewith.  And  if  it  be  by  the  Maques  or  Sinneques 
again  to  offer  you  my  Service  according  to  my  former  and  this  Let- 
ter, which  I  hope  and  beleive  may  be  effectual,  if  taken  in  Time, 
And  therefore  pray  your  Answer  and  Resolves  as  soon  as  may  be  : 
And  if  you  think  good  would  desire  some  from  the  Susquehanna's 
to  come  to  me  as  soon  as  can  be,  that  so  I  may  Order  Matters  ac- 
cordingly. We  are  (1  thank  God)  very  quiet,  not  the  least  Stir  or 
Attempt  on  any  Part  of  the  Governm',  However  have  made  all  fit- 
ting Preparation  for  all  Events.    I  am 

S'"  Yo'  most  humble  Serv' 

E:  ANDROS. 


Att  a  Council  December  5'"  1675. 
Present — The  Governor. 
The  Secretary. 
Captain  Dyre. 
M""  Philips. 
The  Matter  under  Consideration  was  the  Receit  of  Letters  by  a 
Post  from  Delaware,  with  otlier  Letters  from  Albany  and  Esopus 
concerning  the  Indians  itc;. 

Resolved  to  write  again  to  the  Governor  of  Maryland  of  the  State 
of  Things  &c,  And  to  Send  a  Copy  of  the  Letter  now  come  from 
Albany,  wherein  their  Parts  are  concerned. 
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The  Letter  from  Cap'  Edmund  Cantwell  being  taken  into  Con- 
sideration, concerning  the  Arrival  of  M"'  Fenwyck  and  other  at 
Delaware,  with  their  Pretences. 

Resolved,  That  M'  Fennick  having  no  Order,  which  if  he  had, 
ought  to  have  been  brought  first  and  Recorded  here,  is  not  to  be  re- 
ceived as  Owner  or  Proprietor  of  any  Land  whatsoever,  in  Dela- 
ware, but  to  be  us'd  civilly  paying  all  Duties  as  other  his  Maties 
Subjects  in  those  Parts,  and  if  he  or  any  of  the  Persons  that  come 
Avith  him  desire  Land  to  the  "Westward,  that  their  l)e  Assigned  them 
fitting  Proportions  as  to  others,  and  due  Return  made  of  the  Sur- 
veys. 

As  to  any  priviledge  or  Freedom  of  Customs  or  Trading  on  the 
East  Shoare,  none  to  be  allowed  in  any  Case  to  the  smallest  Yessell, 
Boat,  or  Person. 

The  Magistrates  and  Cheif  Officers  are  to  be  very  careful  that 
there  be  no  Abuse  comitted  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  under  any  Pre- 
tence whatsoever  contrary  to  the  above. 

As  to  Customs  Newcastle  to  Pay  but  as  New  York,  Two  V  Cent : 
&c  But  above  the  Towne  or  any  other  Place  on  the  Bay  or  River, 
Except  Whore  Kill  to  Pay  the  Addicon  of  Three  f  Cent :  as  ^  Regu- 
lation. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  GOVERNO^  TO  CAPTAIN 
CANTWELL. 


N  :  York  Decern :  10 :  i67o. 

Cap'  Cantavell  :  I  have  rec'  both  yo''  of  the  24"'  and  25""  past, 
and  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Maryland  to  whom  you  are  by 
the  first  good  Opportunity  to  Send  the  inclosed. 

You  are  imnctually  to  observe  the  Order  I  here  Send  you,  con- 
cerning M''  Fenwick,  and  the  Customes  as  practiced  here,  which  I 
hope  will  Satisfy  all  Persons.  M""  Dyre  will  Send  you  the  Rules, 
you  desire  for  Entries  &c. 

I  am  sorry  that  you  find  the  Indians  in  your  Parts  wavering,  but 
being  for-warn'd  and  I  hope  fitly  prepared,  hope  we  need  not  fear 
them,  However  I  pray  be  just  to  them  on  all  Occasions,  and  kind  to 
Renewickam  in  particular  maner,  who  shall  not  loose  for  his  Con- 
stancy :  By  Cap'  Cregier's  Sloop  I'le  supply  you  w'"  what  is  fit  for  a 
Garrison  in  yo""  Towne  at  this  Juncture  for  Security  of  yo'  Parts, 
and  would  have  you  take  Order  for  removing  the  Block  House, 
about  the  middle  of  your  Towne  above  it,  into  the  Place  I  showed 
you  when  there,  so  to  Comand  both  Ends.  I  am 
Yo"^  affec"*  Friend. 

E:  ANDROS. 
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LETTER  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MARYLAND. 


N:  YoKK  Decern :  W^  1675. 

Right  Hon*''''  :  1  liave  rec'  yo"^'  of  the  4'^''  past,  of  yo"^  Progress 
against  the  Indians,  w"^  I  wisli  may  have  ended  it,  but  am  sorry  the 
Susquehanna's  were  concerned,  having  always  (as  the  Maques  to 
this)  had  the  Repute  of  being  perfect  Friends  to  the  Christians, 
particularly  Maryland,  and  being  Off -springs  of  the  Plaques,  though 
by  the  Sinnekes  engaged  in  AVarr,and  the  Indians  to  the  Eastward. 
So  great  Successes  in  Plymouth  and  Massachusetts  Colonies,  having 
engaged  all  others  their  Neighbo'"  and  endeavouring  by  all  means 
of  Comand  &  Profit  to  engage  the  Maques,  and  Sent  to  all  other 
Parts  as  farr  as  Canada  W''  New  England  think  do  supi)ly  their  said 
Enemies,  and  all  our  Indians  as  farr  as  Delaware  thought  only  to 
wait  Opportunities,  There  only  remains  firm  the  Maques,  and  by 
their  meanes  the  Sinnekes,  which  are  Seated  are  most  able  to  do 
good  or  Harm,  and  too  farr,  and  particularly  the  Sinnekes  if  they 
fall  off,  to  be  forced. 

I  here  Send  you  an  Abstract  of  a  Letter  Sent  from  tlie  Comander 
at  Albany,  relateing  some  Particulars  (writt  by  the  Jesuite)  among 
the  Maques,  by  whicli  you  may  See  his  Sence,  though  I  think  him 
in  great  measure  mistaken,  but  of  myself  can  do  no  more  than  I 
liave  already. 

I  hear  y'  all  New  England  liave  join'd  a  very  great  Force  to  fall 
on  the  Narragansett  Indians,  the  Event  wliereof  (av'^*'  I  hope  good) 
will  very  much  influence  Things,  and  conduce  to  tlie  future  or  next 
Years  Action,  which  is  all  in  addition  to  mine  of  the  21"'  of  Octo- 
ber last.    So  remain 

Yo'  very  humble  Serv' 

E:  ANDROS. 


AN  ORDER  FOR  CASPER  HERMAN  TO  TAKE  UP 
CATTLE  &c. 


J3y  the  Govkkno"^: 
These  are  to  certify,  Tliat  Casper  Herman  is  authorized  and  ajt- 
pointed  to  fetch  and  bring  in  from  out  of  the  Woods  in  and  about 
Delaware  Bay  adjacent  to  Apoqueminy  and  Land-Wordin,  within 
this  Governm',  all  Wild,  and  unmarkt  Cattle,  Hoggs  &  Horses  not 
having  a  known  Owner  :  he  bringing  the  said  Cattle  &c  to  the  chief 
(Officer  or  Magistrate  of  Apoqueminy  ;  and  paying  one  third  i)art  or 


COLOKIES  OX  THE  DELAWARE.  679 

viiliie  to  his  Royal  Hiphnesse  use;  the  otlier  two  thirds  (in  Consid- 
enitioiis  of  his  Pains  or  Trouble)  to  be  wholly  his.  This  Comission 
to  be  in  force  for  the  full  time  of  one  whole  Year  from  the  Date 
hereof. 

Given  under  my  Hand  in  New  York  the  14"*  Day  of  December 

1G75. 

E  ANDROS 

To  all  his  Ma""  Officers  at  Appoqueminy,  or  others  whom  it  may 
Concern. 


AN  ORDER  SENT  TO  DELAWARE,  COjNCERNING 
HENDRICK  JANSEN. 


By  the  Governo'" 

Wheiieas  Hendrick  Jansen  Van  Bremen,  of  Swanyck  or  Paerden 
Hook,  near  Newcastle  in  Delaware  River,  hath  preferr'd  a  Petition 
unto  me  setting  forth,  that  havmg  heretofore,  in  the  Time  of  the 
Dutch,  received  great  Damage  in  his  Corne,  by  M^  W'"  Toms 
Horses,  by  Reason  of  his  insutficient  Fence ;  It  was  Ordered,  that 
M'-  Toms  Land  there,  should  be  Sold  in  Vendue,  which  said  Order 
being  not  effected.  The  Petitioner  since  the  Restoration  of  the  Eng- 
lish Government,  took  the  said  Horses  off  his  Land,  and  sent  them 
to  M^  Tom  at  New  Castle,  desiring  they  might  be  kept  from  his 
Corne;  But  the  Petitioner  still  sustaining  Damage,  without  Re- 
lief, he  acknowledges  that  in  Passion,  he  rashly  and  unadvisedly, 
shot  one  of  the  said  Horses,  with  small  shot,  whereof  he  not  long- 
after  dyed ;  AVhereupon  M''  Tom  Sued  the  Peticon^  in  the  Court  oi 
Newcastle,  from  the  which  Appealing  to  the  High  Court,  Judgment 
past  against  the  Peticon^  there  for  Six  Hundred  Guild-  to  be  paid  by 
him  to  ]\P  Tom,  for  iiis  Horse,  besides  One  Hundred  Guild^'  Charges': 
But  was  neither  calPd,  nor  heard  there ;  Wherefore  1  have  thought 
fitt,  &  do  liereby  Order,  that  the  said  Hendrick  Jansen  giving  Secu- 
rity, by  binding  over  his  Person  and  Estate,  to  makegood  his  Com- 
plaint, That  Execucon  be  Susi)ended ;  And  that  all  the  Proceedings, 
Papers,  Writings,  Passages  or  Proofs,  both  in  Dutch  and  Enelisli 
Time,  beforthwith  Transmitted  hither,  for  a  final  Determinacon  in 
Equity. 

Given  under  my  Hand  in  New  Yorke  this  25'"  day  of  May  1676. 

E :  xiNDROS. 
To  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Newcastle  in  Deleware. 
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Edm:  Andros,  Esq' &c. 

Whereas  there  is  a  certain  Tract  of  Land  called  the  Exchange, 
lying  &  being  on  the  West  side  of  Delaware  River,  between  the  s"* 
River  &  a  great  Swamp  called  tlie  Dragon  Swamp,  &  next  adjoin- 
ing to  the  Land  of  M""  Henry  Ward,  the  w"^**  hath  been  laid  out  for 
M""  Jolm  Moll,  the  s'^  Land  begining  at  a  Corner  Markt  Si)anish 
Oak,  standing  at  the  North  East  side  of  a  Branch  of  the  s'  Dragon 
Swamp,  it  being  the  npper  Corner  Tree  of  the  Land  of  the  s<*  Ward, 
A:  from  thence  runing  North  Easterly  forty  seven  along  tlie  s'" 
Ward's  Line  One  liundred  sixty  &  two  i)erches,  to  a  Corner  Marked 
White  Oak,  (standing  by  the  side  of  a  Swamp  or  Creuple,  w^"  lyeth 
between  the  Land  &  the  River)  and  is  also  another  Corner  Tree  of 
the  Land  of  the  s"*  Ward,  &  from  thence  following  the  several 
courses  of  the  s"^  Swamp  or  Creuple,  to  a  Corner  marked  white  Oak 
standing  at  the  Head  of  a  Beaver  Dam  Branch  and  from  tlience 
runing  West  by  a  Line  of  Marked  Trees,  four  hundred  and  forty 
perches  to  a  Corner  marked  white  Oak,  standing  at  the  East  side  of 
the  Head  of  a  Branch  of  the  s"*  Dragon  Swamp,  &  from  thence  fol- 
lowing the  several  Courses  of  the  s*  Branch  and  Dragon  Swamp,  to 
the  first  mentioned  Spanish  Oak,  containing  and  laid  out  for  One 
Thousand  Acres  of  Land,  Six  liundred  Acres  (part  thereof)  being 
formerly  granted  by  patent  unto  William  Currer  &  William  Gold- 
smith since  W"  time  M""  John  Moll  is  invested  in  their  right,  &  tlie 
other  four  hundred  Acres  being  New  Land,  as  by  the  Return  of  the 
Survey  under  the  hand  of  the  Surveyor  doth  &  may  api)ear.  Now 
Know  Ye,  &c  Quitt  Rent  10  Bushells,  dated  July  15"'  1670. 


Att  a  Councell,  July  26">  1676. 
Present — The  Governor, 
The  Secretary, 
Cap*  Dyre. 
In  Answer  to  the  peticon  of  D°  Laurentius  Caroli  of  Delaware, 
this  following  Order  was  made : 

D"  J^aurentius  Caroli  having  preferr'd  two  peticons  to  the  Gov- 
erno%  the  one  concerning  a  Mare,  the  other  ab'  Selling  Strong 
Liquors  to  the  Indians,  In  both  w"^  Matters  the  s"*  Laurentius 
Caroli  Avas  cast  at  tlie  Court  at  NeAvcastle,  and  appealing  hither 
for  relief.  The  same  having  been  taken  into  consideracon.  It  is 
Ordered  that  the  ])etic6ns,  jiroceedings  and  Judgm'  of  Court,  to- 
gether w"'  four  Attestacons  delivered  in  here,  be  all  transmitted  to 
the  Court  at  Newcastle,  who  are  to  return  them  back  w""  their  An- 
swer thereupon  to  the  Governor  by  tlie  first  Opportunity,  in  the 
;mean  time  that  Execucon  be  stopt. 
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111  Answer  to  the  Peticon  of  Peter  Groenendyke  of  the  Whore 
Kill.  Peter  Groenendyke  having  preferr'd  a  Peticon  to  the  Gov- 
ernor com])lauiing  of  wrong  done  liim  by  the  Court  at  the  Whore 
Kill,  in  a  suit  between  hiin  and  Henry  Smith  for  3140  of  Tobacco, 
wherein  the  peticoner  was  last,  concerning  tlie  which  Caji'  John 
Avery  Presid'  of  the  s^  Court,  and  six  of  seven  of  the  Jury  have 
owned  &  acknowledged  their  i)roceediiigs  in  Court  Erroneous,  the 
latter  under  their  Hands  desiring  their  Yerdict  might  be  disiinulled 
and  of  non  effect,  and  tlie  President  giving  forth  Execucon  ag'  the 
peticoner  after  his  s"*  acknowledgm'.  The  whole  Matter  and  ill  con- 
sequence of  such  irregular  proceedings,  being  taken  into  considera- 
con,  It  is  Ordered  (the  Petif  giving  in  good  Security  to  make  his 
Allegations  good)  that  John  Avery  Presid'  of  the  s''  Court  &  the  six 
Jurymen  (whose  Names  are  here  under  written  together  with  Henry 
Smith  the  Prosecutor,  do  all  make  their  Personal  Appearance  at  the 
next  General  Court  of  Assizes,  to  be  held  in  this  City,  beginingthe 
first  Wednesday  in  October  next,  to  make  answer  to  what  shall  then 
be  objected  against  them,  on  this  behalf,  of  the  w''''  they  are  not  to 
fail  at  their  Perils. 

The  Six  Jurors  Names.  Helme  Wiltbanck,  Abram  Clement  Pe- 
tite, Jeoffry  Sumersford,  Simon  Poling,  John  Oakey,  Geo  :  Young. 
It  was  afterwards  Ordered  upon  another  Peticon  from  Peter  Groen- 
endike,  that  only  the  P"  The  President  of  the  Court  and  foreman  of 
the  Jury  sho'd  appear. 

Upon  the  Peticon  of  Helmomis  Wiltbanck,  referr'd  to  the  Court 
at  Whore  Kills  to  take  Order  in  the  above,  as  found  upon  Examina- 
con,  w""  all  just  Favour  to  the  Peticoner,  according  to  Law,  and 
make  Report  to 

E :  ANDROSSE. 


Att  a  Councell  July  28^"^  1G76. 
Present — The  Governor. 

Cap'  Brockholes, 
The  Secretary, 
Cap'  Dyre. 
Upon  the  Receit  of  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Cantwell  from  Delaware 
ab"^  the  coming  in  of  the  Susquehano  Indians. 

Resolved  to  write  to  Capt.  Cantwell  still  to  encourage  the  com- 
ing in  of  those  Indians,  till  when  not  to  promise  or  engage  any  thing 
to  them,  but  if  they  desire  it,  the  Governo''  will  endeav"^  a  Composure 
of  all  Things  in  Maryland  &  perfect  a  Peace  with  the  Maciues  and 
Sinnekes,  after  w***  the  s''  Indians  may  return  to  their  Land,  as  they 
shall  think  good. 
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If  the  s'^'  Indians  do  comply,  that  Cap'  Cantwell  do  give  Xotice  of 
it  to  tlie  Govenio''  here,  and  to  the  Governm'^  of  Maryland,  and  let 
them  know  that  the  Governo''  luith  given  him  tlie  s"*  Order,  thinking 
it  the  greatest  Service,  he  could  do  them,  so  to  take  off  the  s''  Indi- 
ans, least  going  to  the  Macines  and  Senekes,  they  might  induce  them 
to  make  Inroads,  upon  the  Christians,  w''none  of  uscou''d  Hemedy. 

If  the  s"*  Indians  will  come  in,  that  he  give  Notice  where  they  are 
most  inclinable  to  go,  for  a  i)resent  being,  either  at  the  Falls,  or  the 
Middle  of  the  liiver  at  Delaware. 

Upon  a  Peticon  from  the Widow  of  Hans  Block  of 

Newcastle  in  Delaware,  that  of  late  a  Fence  hath  been  Kun  between 
the  Comons  or  "Woods  &  her  Land,  so  y'  she  hath  no  liberty  for  the 
Comonage  of  her  Cattle  as  for  many  Years  heretofore,  and  being 
never  before  debarred  thereof. 

Ordered  that  there  shall  be  convenient  Outdrift  for  lier  Cattle 
as  formerly  ct  is  usual. 


A  PASS  GRANTED  TO  SOME  FRENCHMEN,  TO  GO  TO 
DELAWARE,  &  PARTS  ADJACENT,  TO  HUNT. 


Permit  and  Suffer  the  Bearer  hereof,  Jean  Turcoat,  (a  French  Man 
belonging  to  this  Governm')  to  Pass  with  four  or  live  of  his  Com- 
rades &  Countrymen,  towards  Delaware  River,  or  Bay,  &  the  South 
Parts  thereab'%  being  intended  to  Hunt  that  way,  &  to  return  again 
about  their  Occasions,  without  any  mfmerof  Let  Hindrance  or  Mo- 
lestacon  whatsoever  Given  under  my  Hand  in  New  York  this  10"' 
day  of  August,  1676. 

E  ANDROS. 

To  all  whom  tliis  mav  Concern. 


Att  a  Councell  August  ll'*-  1676. 

Upon  Receit  of  a  Letter  from  Delaware  of  the  Alarum  given 
upon  M''  Augustin  Herman's  Letter. 

Resoltei*  to  Send  a  Check  to  Caj)'  Cantwell  for  making  so  rash 
an  Alarum,  but  that  he  but  that  he  be  not  carelesse,  and  y'  he  Send 
fortliwith  to  the  Susequehanes,  to  know  their  Intent  al)0ut  tlieir 
coming  in,  which  if  they  do  not  to  be  careful  to  promise  them  Noth- 
ing, it  not  being  proper,  as  not  in  our  Power,  and  if  they  do  come 
in  that  it  be  to  live  peaceably,  as  the  Rest  of  the  Governm'  doth. 
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Att  a  Councel,  Sept'  15'\  1676. 

Upon  Complaint  made  by  Cap'  Hans  Juriaensen,  that  Cap'  Ed- 
mund Cant^Yell  abused  and  struck  him  in  his  own  House,  Upon 
Examination  and  Hearing  of  both  Tarties.  It  being  found  a  Rash 
Action. 

Ordered  that  Caj)'  Cantwell  sliall  pay  two  hundred  Guilders,  as  a 
Fine  to  the  King,  &  both  to  lay  by  all  Animosities  and  comport 
themselves  as  they  ought  for  the  future. 


A  PATENT  FOIl  A  PARCEL  OF  LAND  AT  DELAWARE 
GRANTED  UNTO  WALTER  DICKINSON. 


Dated  the  15"'  day  of  September  1676. 

S'  ED3irKD  AXDROS,  Kn',  &c.  : 

Whereas,  Thomas  Merritt  obtained  a  Patent,  from  the  late 
Governor  Coll  Francis  Lovelace,  bearing  date  the  l?'*"  day  of  June 
1G71 :  for  a  certain  Parcel  of  Land,  containing  four  hundred  Acres, 
scituate  lying  and  being  on  the  Westward  side  of  Delaware  Bay, 
and  on  the  North  East  side  of  a  Creek  called  S'  Jones  Creek,  being 
about  a  Mile  from  Murder  Creek,  and  extendeth  itself  North  west 
out  of  the  s"^  Bay,  bounded  on  the  Southwest  with  the  s"  Creek,  on 
the  South  East  with  the  Land  of  Mr.  Walter  Wharton,  And  on  the 
two  Opposite  sides  with  the  Main  Woods,  extending  itself  a  Mile 
into  the  Woods,  which  s"  Land  having  not  been  settled  or  Improved, 
by  the  s'*  Thomas  Merritt,  who  hath  not  Appeared  ever  since,  and 
is  supposed  to  be  dead,  the  same  granted  to  Mr.  Walter  Dickinson, 
And  there  being  another  certain  Parcel  of  Land  adjoining,  hereto- 
fore belonging  unto  Mr.  Walter  Wharton  who  having  likewise  a 
Patent  from  Governo""  Lovelace,  had  in  part  Seated  it  but  since  Sold 
for  Debt  by  Yendue  at  Newcastle,  It  being  also  situate  on  the 
Westward  side  of  Delaware  Bay,  and  on  the  North  East  side  of  the 
Creek  called  S'  Jones  Creek,  being  about  a  Mile  above  ^Murder 
Creek,  and  extendeth  it  self  (as  the  former)  Northwest  from  the 
said  Bay,  bounded  on  the  Southwest  with  tlie  Laud  of  Mr.  Robert 
Jones,  and  on  the  two  opposite  Sides  with  the  Main  Woods  contain- 
ing the  like  Quantity  of  Four  hundied  Acres  of  the  which  the  said 
Walter  Dickinson  hath  for  some  Years  been  in  Possession,  by  virtue 
of  the  said  Yendue,  not  performed  by  John  Ogle,  The  whole  Com- 
plement of  Land  afore  described  being  Eight  hundred  Acres,  Now 
Know  Ye  «fcc  Quitt  Rent  Eight  Bushells  of  Winter  : 
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CAP'   COLLIERS   COMLSSION,  TO   BE    SUB   COLLECTOR 
AT  DELAWARE. 


Edmund  Andros  Esq  &c. 

By  virtue  of  the  Authority  derived  unto  me,  I  do  hereby  Consti- 
tute and  Appoint  you,  Cap'  Jolm  Collier  to  be  SuIj  Collector  of  his 
Majesties  Customs  of  Newcastle  in  Delaware,  and  Receiver  of  the 
Quit  Rents,  or  other  his  Royal  Highness  Revenue  there,  tojjether 
with  the  River  and  Bay ;  In  which  you  are  to  Act  pursiiant  to  Law. 
and  his  Royal  Highness  Orders  for  this  Governm"^  and  to  observe 
such  Orders  and  Directions,  as  you  shall  from  time  to  time  Receive 
from  me.  or  other  your  Superiours  of  w"^  all  persons  concerned  are 
to  take  Notice,  and  Conform  themselves  thereunto  accordingly ;  for 
the  which  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  Warrant : 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  in  New  York,  this  23'^  day  of 
September  1676 : 

E:  ANDROS. 


A   COMISSION    GRANTED   TO    THE    MAGISTRATES   UP 
THE  RIVER  AT  DELAWARE. 


Edmoxd  Akdros  Esq''  &c. 

By  virtue  of  the  Authority  derived  unto  me,  I  do  hereby  in  his 
Majesties  name,  Constitute,  appoint,  and  authorize  you  ]SI"'  Peter 
Cock,  M"^  Peter  Rambo,  M^  Israel  Holme,  M^  Laes  Andriesen,  M' 
Woole  Swaine,  &  M''  Otto  EarnestCock,  to  be  Justices  of  the  peace, 
in  the  Jurisdiction  of  Delaware  River,  and  Dependancies,  &  any 
three  or  more  of  you,  to  be  a  Court  of  Judicature  :  Giving  you  and 
every  of  you  full  power  to  Act  in  the  said  Imployment,  according  to 
Law,  &  the  trust  reposed  in  you,  of  which  all  persons  concerned  are 
to  take  Notice,  and  give  you  the  due  respect  and  obedience,  belong- 
ing to  your  places,  in  discharging  of  your  Duties  ;  This  Comission 
to  be  of  force  for  the  space  of  one  Year,  after  the  date  hereof  or  till 
further  Order. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  in  New  York,  the  23'^  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  28'"  Year  of  His  Majesties  Reign,  Anog  Domini  1676. 

E:  ANDROS. 
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THE  DELAWARE  MAGISTRATES  COMISSIOX. 


Ed]n^ond  Andros  Esq""  &c. 

By  virtue  of  the  Authority  derived  unto  me,  I  do  hereby  in  liis 
Majesties  name  constitute  appoint  &  autliorize  vou  M^  Jolm  Moll 
M^  Henry  Ward,  M^  W-  Tom,  M--  Toppe  Outhout,  M'  John  Paul 
Jaquett  and  M^  Gerritt  Otto,  to  be  Justices  of  che  Peace  in  the 
Jurisdiction  of  Xew  Castle,  and  Dependancies  :  And  anv  three  or 
more  of  you  to  be  a  Court  of  Judicature ;  Giving  you  and  every  of 
you,  full  power  to  Act  iji  the  said  Imployraent,  according  to  Law 
&  the  Trust  reposed  in  you,  of  w^"  all  persons  are  to  take  notice,  & 
to  give  you  the  due  respect  and  obedience  belonging  to  your  Places 
in  the  discharging  your  Duties.    This  Comission  to  be  of  force  for 
the  space  of  One  Year,  after  the  Date  hereof,  or  till  further  Order 

Given  under  my  hand  &  Seal  in  New  York,  this  23"  dav  of  Sep- 
tember, 1676.  ' 

E:  ANDROS. 


M^  EPHRAIM  HERMAN'S  COMISSION. 


Edmokd  Andros,  Esq  &c. 

By  virtue  of  the  Authority  derived  unto  me,  under  his  Royal 
Highness,  I  do  hereby  Constitute  and  appoint  you,  Ephraim  Her 
mans,  to  be  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  N  :  Castle  in  Delaware,  &  also  of 
the  Court  of  Upland  in  the  River;  You  are  therefore  carefully  to 
Discharge  y^  Duty  of  a  Clerk,  according  to  Law,  &  practice. 

Given  under  my  hand  &  Seal,  in  New  York,  this  23'  dav  of  Sep- 
tember 1676. 

E:  ANDROS. 


CAP^  COLLYERS  COMISSION  FOR  DELAWARE. 


Edmond  Andros  Esq  &c. 

By  virtue  of  the  Authority  derived  unto  me.  under  his  Royal  Hjcr],. 
ness  I  do  hereby  Constitute  and  appoint  vou,  Ca])'  John  Collyer%o 
be  Comander  in  Delaware  River  and  Bay;  You  are  therefore  to 
take  care  that  the  Militia  in  tlie  several  places  be  well  Armed,  dulv 
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Exercised.  <!k  Kept  in  good  Order  &  Discipline;  And  tlie  Officers 
&  Soldiers  tliereof  are  required  to  Obey  you  as  their  (Jomander,  And 
yourself  to  observe  such  Orders  &  Directions  as  you  shall  from  time 
to  time  receive  from  me,  or  other  Superiour  Officers,  according  to 
the  Rules  &  Discipline  of  Warr,  &  the  Trust  reposed  in  you ;   ♦ 

Given  under  my  hand  &  Seal  in  New  York,  this  23'^  day  of  Sep- 
tember 1676. 

E:  AXDROS 


INSTRUCTIONS   FOR   CAP   JOHN   COLLYER,  FOR  THE 
MANAGEMENT  OF  HIS  AFFAIRS  IN  DELAWARE. 


1. — At  your  arrival  in  Delaware  Bay  or  River,  you  are  to  get  some 
fitt  person,  &  either  from  Whorekill  or  Newcastle  to  pass  to  Mary- 
land, &  deliver  my  Letter  to  the  Deputy  Governor,  or  Cliief  Officer 
there.  &  desire  their  AnsW  &  Dispatch. 

2.— Your  are  also  to  acquaint  him  w"'  the  great  Inconvenience 
hath  been  found  Eastward,  by  the  sev'  Nations  of  Indians  joining, 
whereby  hath  happened  all  the  late  Mischiefs,  W'  cou'd  not  have 
been,  if  divided;  And  great  Service  done  y.  Christians  by  the 
Maques,  &  our  other  Indians  above  Albajiy ;  And  therefore  desire 
their  Resolves  about  the  Suscohanes,  w'"  if  they  will  not  receive, 
nor  shew  reasons  to  the  contrary,  I  shall  be  willing  to  admit  them 
within  this  Government,  rather  than  hazard  their  being  obliged  to 
refuge  w'"  a  Grudge  and  Rancour  in  their  Hearts,  further  off,  if 
not  wholly  out  of  our  reacli ;  But  the  s''  Suscohanes,  having  had 
Warr  w'"  Maryland,  tho'  now  Peace,  I  have  delayed  making  any 
such  Conclusion,  tho'  apprehend  equally  advantageous  to  Maryland, 
till  I  hear  from  them. 

3.— Having  stayed  three  days  at  St.  Marys  at  most,  w"'  W"  to  Ac- 
quaint the  Deputy  Governor  at  your  first  coming,  (unless  upon  some 
extraordinary  Occasion, detained  by  him)  you  are  with  our  without 
a  dispatch,  to  repair  back,  &  stay  at  N :  Castle  till  further  Order,  ct 
give  me  an  Ace'  of  your  Journey  &  Proceedings  ;  And  so  from  time 
to  time  of  all  Transactions,  during  yo''  Stay  in  the  River. 

4.— You  are  to  be  very  carefull  to  i)revent  all  Interlopers,  or  paltry 
Irregular  Traders,  contrary  to  Law,  and  the  priviledges  of  the  In- 
habitants of  this  City,  and  NewCa.stIe. 

5. — You  are  to  keep  due  Accounts  of  all  Things  belonging  to  the 
Customs;  As  also  of  all  other  Publick  Revenues,  in  the  River  and 
Bay,  and  to  return  an  Account  thereof,  every  three  Months,  and  a 
General  Acco'  of  all,  at  y"  Year's  end,  or  yo'  return. 
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G.— The  Suscohanes  are  to  l)e  used  friendly,  and  some  of  tliem  (as 
many  as  will)  to  come  to  me  in  tliis  Place,  for  w^"  ;gi  freedom  an 
furtherance:  Letting  them  also  kn<nv,  tliat  it  is  their  sood  Hearts, 
not  Riches  tliat  1  mind  or  value,  tlierefore  need  not  trouble  them- 
selves for  Presents :  But  you  are  to  let  them  know,  that  tho'  thev 
shall  receive  no  harm  from  the  Governm'  I  will  not  now  undertak 
to  Secure  them  from  others  wliere  they  are ;  And  therefore  such  as 
shall  not  come  in,  will  do  well  to  be  vigilant  on  their  Guard  'till 
they  can  be  well  Assured. 

Given  under  my  hand  in  New  York  this  23''  day  of  Se])tember  ]G76. 

E:  ANDROS. 


A  LETTER  SENT  BY  CAP'  COLLIER,  TO  THE  DEPUTY 
GOVERNOR  OF  MARl^LAND. 


New  York  2o"'  Sept :  ig7€. 
S-- :  I  have  writ  sev'  times  to  my  Lord ;  And  since  his  Lord^p^  going 
for  England,  to  tlien  Deputy  Governor  concerning  the  Suscohaenes: 
This  is  the  same  Occasion,  upon  their  coming  near  to  Delaware,  and 
offering  all  Assurances,  for  their  future  Comport,  and  not  any  ways 
to  injure  any  English:  finding  if  some  Course  be  not  speedily  taken, 
they  must  all  Necessary  submit  to  the  Maques&  Seneques.  w'^''  pas- 
sionately desire  it,  but  might  Prove  of  a  bad  consequence.'  I  have 
therefore  dispatcird  the  Bearer,  Cap'  John  Collier,  express  to  you, 
desiring  you'l  by  him,  let  me  know  yo^  Resolucons,  If  I  may  be  ser- 
viceable to  you  tlierein,  and  whether  you  judge  the  late  Peace  with 
the  Susquehanes,  sufficient,  and  tiieir  continuing  or  being  removed 
from  these  parts,  best,  thinking  I  have  some  Interest  wi">  the 
Maques  &  Seneques,  w^"  can  best  deal  w'^'  them,  and  they  apprehend, 
and  I  shall  be  ready  to  use  all  fitting  meanes  for  the  best.  &  upon 
whose  Acco'  you  i)lease,  bearing  the  Charge,  but  some  speedy  good 
Resolution,  is  necessary  to  be  taken,  it  importing  the  Peace  of  all 
his  Majesties  Subjects  in  tliese  Parts,  as  it  doth  now  yo":  Cap'  Col- 
lier can  inform  you  of  the  late  Indian  Transactions  Eastward,  in 
\\'^''  the  Maques  and  Siniques,  have  been  (on  our  Accounts)  most 
active  and  succesf  ul    I  am 

Yo"-^ 

E :  ANDROSS. 
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THE  GOVERNO"  SPECIAL   WARR',   AG'    MAJOR    JOHN 
FENWICK  OF  DKLAWARE. 


By  tup:  Goveeno'' 

Whereas  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  Major  John  Fenwick,  now 
living  at  the  East  side  of  Delaware  River,  doth  pretend  &  give 
himself  out  to  be  Projtrietor.  of  that  side  of  the  River.  &  hath  pre- 
snmed  to  Act  accordingly,  granted  Land  extravagantly,  dispossessed 
persons  in  tiiose  Parts.  Sold  their  Land,  arrogating  to  himself  a 
Power  of  Judicature,  &  hath  given  out  Licences  for  Distilling  con- 
trary to  the  Order  Settled  in  the  River;  By  W^''  meanes  he  hath  in- 
veigled some  Persons  from  other  parts,  &  distracts  the  minds  of  the 
Inhabitants,  thro'out  the  whole  River  &  Bay.  not  having  any  la\^^iil 
Power  or  Authority. 

You  are  therefore  without  delay,  to  repair  over  the  River,  to  the 
s'^  Major  Fenwick.  &  all  otlier  Places  on  that  side,  to  inform  your- 
j;elf  of  the  Truth  of  the  above  Particulars,  and  to  forewarn  any  such 
jf  the  Danger  and  Preinuniry  they  incurr.  And  if  the  s'  Major  Fen- 
wick, hath  acted  as  alledged.  That  you  Sumon  him  in  his  Maj"^* 
Name,  to  appear  without  Delay  to  Answer  the  same  before  me,  and 
my  Councel,  in  this  Place,  in  default  at  his  utmost  Perrill,  And  yo''- 
self  to  make  a  due  Return  of  this  Warrant,  And  in  case  of  any  Oppo- 
sicon  by  doing  yo"'  Duty,  by  going  from  Place  to  Place,  on  the  s'' 
Accomp',  All  his  ISIa^'"  Subjects  are  required  to  be  aiding  and  as- 
sisting to  you  -.  For  W^"  this  shall  be  to  you,  and  every  of  them  a  suf- 
ficient Warrant: 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  in  New  York,  this  25"'  day  of 
Sep"'  Ano  1676. 

E :  AXDROS. 

To  Capt  Edmond  Cantwell  Sherriff  of  Delaware. 


A  WARRANT  FOR  THE  COMITM'  OF  MAJOR  FEN  WICKE. 


Whereas  Major  John  Fenwicke,hath  been  sent  a  Prisoner  from 
Delaware,  for  presuming  to  Act  as  Proprietor  k  Supream  Magis- 
trate, without  any  (&  been  refractory  to)  lawful  Authority  You  are 
hereby  in  his  Maties  Name  required  to  take  into  yo""  Charge  &  safely 
keep  the  s"  Major  John  Fenwicke,  in  order  to  a  legal  Tryal.  For 
which  this  shall  be  yo'  sutticient  Warr'. 

Given  under  mv  Hand  in  New  York  this  16'"  day  of  December  J6?6. 

E:ANDROS. 

To  M''  Tiio"  Ashton,  Sherriff  of  New  York,  or  his  Deputy. 
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THE  MAYOR  AND  ALDERMENS  COMISSION. 


Edmond  Andros  Esq'  Seigneur  &c. 

By  vertue  of  his  Ma''"  Letters  Patents,  and  the  Authority  de- 
rived unto  me,  from  his  Royal  Highness  I  do  liereby  Appoint  and 
Authorize  you  M""  Nicliolas  D.  Meyer,  to  be  Mayor,  M"'  Thomas 
Gibbs.  M'  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt,  ]\r  Thomas  Lewis,  M'  Johanes 
De  Peyster,  M''  Francis  Rombout,  and  M'"  Thomas  Suawsell,  to  be 
Aldermen,  and  M''  Thomas  Ashton  to  be  Sherriff  of  tliis  City, 
Giving  and  granting  unto  you  the  said  Mayor  and  Aldermen  or  any 
Four  of  you,  whereof  the  Mayor  or  Deputy  Mayor  to  be  always 
One  (unless  in  case  of  Necessity,  by  their  Absence,  Sickness,  or 
otherwise,  when  the  Eldest  Alderman  is  to  preside)  and  upon 
equallity,  to  have  the  Casting  and  decisive  Voice,  with  full  Power 
and  la^^'f  ul  Authority,  to  keep  Courts  Administer  Justice  as  a  Court 
of  Sessions,  and  rule  and  govern  all  the  Inhabitants  and  otliers 
within  this  City,  Corporacon  and  Liberties  thereof,  according  to  the 
Laws  of  the  Governm'  Priviledges  &  Practices  of  this  Place ;  And 
also  to  xVppoint  such  Under  Officers,  as  you  shall  judge  Necessary, 
for  the  orderly  Execucon  of  Justice  ;  hereby  requiring  all  Persons 
whom  it  may  concern,  to  give  that  due  Obedience  unto  you,  as  to 
Magistrates  constituted  by  his  Ma"''"  Authority,  as  above ;  As  tliey 
and  every  of  them,  will  Answer  the  Contrary  at  their  utmost 
Perills ;  And  for  your  so  doing  this  shall  be  to  you  and  every  of  you, 
a  sufficient  Warrant  and  Discharge  in  that  behalf ;  This  Comission 
to  be  of  Force,  untill  the  14"'  day  of  October  next,  which  will  be  in 
the  Year,  One  thousand,  six  hundred  seventy-seven,  being  the  usual 
time  and  day  of  Election  and  Change  of  Magistrates,  or  till  further 
Order. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Sealed  with  the  Seal  of  the  Province, 
in  New  York,  this  1-1'^'  day  of  October,  in  the  28"*  Year  of  his  Ma'''* 
Reign,  Anog  Domini  1676. 

E  :  ANDROS. 


A  COMISSION    GRANTED  TO  THE    JUSTICES  OF   THE 

PEACE,  AT  THE  WHORE  KILL  IN  DELAWARE 

RIVER. 


Edmond  Andros  Esq'  &c. 

By  vertue  of  his  Majesties  Letters  Pattents,  and  the  Comission 
and  Authority  derived  unto  me,  I  do  hereby  in  his  Majesties  JSame, 
constitute,  appoint,  and  authorize  you,  Helmanns  Wiltbauck,  Ed- 
44— Vol.  V. 
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ward  Southerne.  Alexander  Molestein,  Jolm  King  and  Paul  Mash, 
to  be  Justices  of  the  Peace  at  the  Whore  Kill  and  Dependancies; 
And  any  three  or  more  of  you,  to  be  a  Court  of  Judicature ;  Given  you 
and  every  of  you,  full  i)ower  to  Act  in  the  s'^  Employment,  accord- 
ing to  Law  and  former  Practice;  Of  which  all  Persons  concerned 
are  to  take  Notice,  and  give  you  the  due  Respect  and  Obedience 
belonging  to  your  Places,  in  discharging  of  yo''  Duties,  This  comis- 
sion  to  be  of  force  for  the  space  of  One  Year  after  the  date  hereof, 
or  till  further  Order. 

Given  under  my  ILand  and  Seal  in  New  York,  tliis  26*''  day  of 
Octo-- 1676. 

E:  ANDROS. 


THE  MILITARY  OFFICERS  COMISSION  OF  THE 
WHORE  KILL. 


Edmond  Andros  Esq""  «&c. 

By  vertue  of  his  Majesties  Letters  Patents,  and  the  Comission  and 
Authority  unto  me  given  by  his  royal  Highness,  I  do  hereby  in  his 
Ma'""'  Name,  constitute  and  appoint  you  John  Avery  to  be  Captain 
of  the  Foot  Company ,  of  the  Militia  at  the  Whore  Kill ;  You  are  there- 
fore carefully  to  perform  the  Duty  of  a  Captain,  in  all  Things,  and 
to  observe  such  Orders,  as  you  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from 
me,  or  other  your  Superior  Otiicer,  And  all  other  Inferior  Otiicers 
and  Soldiers  of  the  said  (/ompany,  are  to  obey  you  as  their  Captain, 
according  to  the  Disciplme  of  Warr,  This  Comission  to  be  of  force 
for  the  space  of  one  whole  Year  or  till  further  Order, 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  in  New  York,  this  26*''  day  of 
October  1676. 

E:  ANDROS. 

The  like  of  this  was  given  to  as  Lieutenant,  and  to  John  Roads 
Ensigne. 


At  a  Council  November  20'"  1676. 
Present — The  Governor. 

Cap'  Brockholes. 
Cap'  Dyre. 
The  Secretary. 
M^  Philips. 
M"^  Darvall. 
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Several  Letters  being  read  concerning  Major  John  Fen-w^'cks  Act- 
ings in  New  Jersey,  on  the  East  side  of  Delaware  River,  by  his  grant- 
ing Patents,  refusing  to  obey  the  Governors  special  Warrant  &c. 

Kesolved,  It  importing  the  Kings  Service,  and  the  good  and 
(luiet  of  those  Parts  and  Inhabitants,  That  'he  be  Sent  for  with  the 
first  convenience,  and  if  there  be  occasion  that  the  Comander  and 
Magistrates  at  Delaware  do  use  force  for  Seizing  and  Sending  him 
hither. 

Upon  the  Complaint  of  John  Paule  Jaquett  tliat  he  is  dispossed 
by  Major  Fenwick  :  Ordered  that  the  said  Jean  Paule  Jaquett  be 
repossed  of  what  Land  he  was  in  possession  of  on  the  East  side  of 
Delaware  River. 

The  Court  to  take  Order  about  it,  and  if  occasion  the  Comander 
to  Assist  them. 

There  being  no  law^ull  Authority  for  Major  John  Fenwycks  giv- 
ing them  Patents,  It's  not  thought  fitt  to  return  them,  but  the  Per- 
sons to  have  their  Remedy  at  Law. 


At  a  Council  held  in  New  Yorke  August  tlie  22*  1678. 
Major  John  Fenwyck  having  been  sent  for  from  AVest  New  Jer- 
sey by  tlie  Councel  in  the  Governors  Absence  about  his  late  dis- 
turbance there  and  at  his  request  having  had  Coppies  of  what  was 
laid  to  his  Charge  in  the  sever'  Deposicons  taken  at  New  Castle  in 
Delaware  against  him,  and  now  api)earing  before  the  Governor  in 
Councell,  desiring  time  to  Answer  and  to  prepare  Witnesses  on  his 
part  alledginghis  Intrest  to  be  distinct  from  this  Governm'  so  not 
to  be  Judged  or  Conchided  by  it  therefore  craves  an  Appeal  from  the 
Judgment  of  the  Court  of  Assizes  to  tlie  King  in  order  whereunto 
presses  to  have  leave  to  go  home  about  his  Occasions,  The  same  was 
not  Allowed,  nor  here  dismis't  but  referred  to  the  Judgment  of  the 
Court  of  Assizes  given  against  him. 


At  a  Councel  April  6'"  1677. 
Three  Montlis  Liberty  given  to  any  Sloop  or  Vessell  to  go  up  the 
River  above  Newcastle  to  fetch  old  Debts. 


At  a  Councel  May  1''  1677. 
Letter  from  Newcastle  about  M"  Blocks  being  debarr'd  of  her 
Outdrift  for  Cattle,  Resolved,  A  Convenient  Outdrift  to  be  allowed 
her  according  to  Law  as  by  former  Order  of  Council. 


July  the  6""  1677. 
Upon  an  Order  of  Court  at  the  Whore  Kill,  in  the  Case  of  WiUiam 
Hamilton  concerning  Wheights,  referred  to  tlie  Governo',  this  fol- 
lowing Order  was  made  viz' : 
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By  the  Goveknor  : 

Wejechts  &c  to  be  according  to  former  Custom  and  Practice  unless 
otherwise  determined  by  Law  publisht,  and  timely  Notice  given : 
New  York  23'"  of  June  1677. 

E  :  ANDROSS. 


At  a  Council  July  27"'  1677. 

M"  Block  claims  a  way  for  Outdrift  of  her  Cattle  through  a  cer- 
tain Piece  of  Land  near  New  Castle  in  Delaware,  now  in  the  tenure 
of  Cap'  Edmund  Cantwell  and  Johanes  De  Haes  for  w*^"  he  alledges 
Custom  for  above  ten  years.  Johanes  De  Haes  Answers  that  whilst 
it  lay  open  and  unimproved,  an  Outdrift  was  suffered,  but  it  now  be- 
ing in  Fence  and  Improvem"  made  thereupon,  desires  to  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  his  Grant,  And  said  M"^  Block  having  nothing  to  produce 
to  show  her  right. 

Ordered  y'  the  Case  be  referred  to  be  heard  &  determined  at  the 
next  Court  at  NewCastle,  reserving  liberty  of  Appeal  acceding  to 
Law. 

In  the  Case  between  M""  Walter  "Wharton,  and  Cap'  Edmund  Cant- 
well— 

Ordered  that  the  s'^  Wharton  give  Security  to  make  good  liis  Alle- 
gation, and  Cantwell  to  Answer  his  Proceedings  and  produce  his 
Authoritv. 


AN  ORDER  SUSPENDING  THE  EXECUCON  IN  THE 

MATTER  BETWEEN  HANS  PIETERSON, 

D°  LAW  :  CAROLUS. 


By  the  Governo'^  : 

Upon  the  request  of  Hans  Pieterson,  concerning  several  Judgm" 
of  the  Courts  of  NewCastle  &  Upland  in  Delaware  in  a  Case  be- 
tween the  s'^  Pieterson  &  D"  Lawrentius  Carolus,  concerning  a  cer- 
tain Mare,  The  Jurys  tho'  comi)Osed  in  part  of  the  same  Persons, 
yet  brought  in  several  Verdicts,  the  Courts  having  given  different 
Judgm"  accordingly,  &  it  not  api)earing  by  any  Testimonies  what 
Mare  was  in  Difference;  I  do  therefore  hereby  Order,  that  the  Exe- 
cucons  in  s''  Matter  be  Suspended,  &  a  full  Acco'  of  all  s^  Proceed- 
ing in  both  Co"-'  be  forthwith  sent  me. 

Actum  in  New  York  this  28"^  day  of  July  1677. 

E  :  ANDROS. 
To  the  Courts  of  NewCastle  and  Upland  &  all  Officers  in  Delaware 

whom  it  may  Concern. 
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A  LETTER  TO  CAP'  JOHN  COLLIER  COMMAND^  AT 
DELAWARE. 


New  York  28'"  July  1677. 
Cap'  Collier  : 

Upon  several  Occasions  I  have  heard  &  find  in  a  Case  between 
D"  Carolus  &  Hans  Pieterson  concerning  a  Mare,  that  you  do  not 
only  go  to,  but  have  taken  it  upon  you  to  sit  as  Judge  in  Courts,  & 
also  demand  &  wou'd  have  from  him  some  Cattle  &c  as  forfeit  to  the 
King,  being  due  to  a  Man  last  Year  accidentally  killed  in  Maryland, 
for  W''  Actings  pray  fail  not  to  Send  &  let  me  know  your  Authority 
per  next,  And  in  the  mean  time  to  forbear  any  Acting  but  accord- 
ing to  your  known  Authority,  and  in  no  case  to  go  to  Court.  I  am 
Your  Friend  &  Serv' 

E:  ANDROS. 


SIR  JOHN  WERDEN  TO  GOVERNOR  ANDROS. 


Dated  at  S'  James's  May  y*=  7'"  1G77. 

Sir:  His  Royall  High'  haveing  beene  pleased  to  write  to  you 
himselfe,  leaves  little  of  moment  for  me  to  tell  you  in  returne  of 
yo''  of  y*=  1"'  and  8"'  Nov""  last  past;  only  your  Ires  furnish  me  w'^ 
these  following  particulars  besides  those  touched  by  his  Roy"  High''^ 

First,  as  to  y"  gen"  ace'  you  have  sent  to  S''  Allen  Apsley,  I  see  by 
y  ballance  thereof  to  y''  1"  October  (76)  His  R"  High'  was  creditor 
£126.  .12.  .7i,  w'=''  gives  some  hoi)es  y'  ye  Duke  may  in  time  have  some 
returnes  for  his  expences,  since  already  y*"  rec''  come  to  equall  y 
payments.)  But  truly  I  thinke  you  doe  very  wisely  to  make  M"^ 
Dyre's  paym'"  be  as  frequent  as  you  can,  for  though  he  be  sensible 
of  the  error  he  hath  beene  in  by  giveing  creditt  in  y"  customes,  (w*'' 
he  excuseth  from  former  practice  and  y""  want  of  ready  money )  soe 
probably  would  not  venture  to  do  the  like  hereafter,  yet  y"  very  prac- 
tice of  frequent  reckonings  is  of  greate  use  to  make  men  just.  But 
truly  I  thinke,  both  by  y"  manner  of  liis  writeing  and  especially  by 
y'^  respect  he  shews  to  you,  M'' Dyre  meanes  very  honestly  to  y''  Duke, 
and  therefore  deserves  your  kindnesse  as  far  as  consists  w""  the  se- 
curity of  the  Revenue. 

It  is  still  his  Royall  H'  pleasure  y'  you  doe  nothing  further  at  y' 
time  touching  your  bounds  towards  Connecticutt.  But  since  soe 
many  townes  &°  have  beene  soe  lately  disjoyned  from  them,  and  since 
they  disclaymed  y'  agi'eem'  of  keeping  20  myles  distant  from  Hud- 
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sons  River  (^r''  upon  M'Delavall's  informacon  I  apprehended  miglit, 
if  insisted  on  by  tliem.  have  proA^ed  an  equitable  jtlea  against  us)  I 
beleeve  a  time  may  come  either  upon  a  regulacon  of  matters  in  New 
England  W  His  Ma'"'  shall  please  to  take  y'  into  his  consideracon 
or  some  other  way,  w"  his  Roy"  High"*  may  without  scrui)le  thinke 
it  convenient  to  insist  on  all  those  rights  y'  were  intended  him  by 
his  Patent  from  y"  crowne.  But  as  for  y-  Xortherne  Bounds  there 
is  noe  question  but  they  have  alwayes  beene  esteemed  to  extend  as  far 
as  y  Lake  (or  River  of  Canada)  and  the  French  have  noe  coulour  to 
l)retend  right  of  conquest  from  any  of  their  invasions  there,  unless 
they  had  such  ])ossession  before  y"  Dutcli  were  settled  in  Albany, 
wl'.ich  I  believe  is  nothing  soe. 

Touching  Delaware  1  have  already  told  you  S'  John  King's  opinion 
in  it,  but  least  y'  failed  comeing  to  your  hands,  I  shall  repeate  it 
here :  viz'  that  unless  tlie  Duke  had  some  other  pattent  to  passe,  and 
till  tlien,  it  is  not  worth  his  while  to  passe  a  pattent  only  for  y' 
colony,  by  reason  be  is  already  possessed  of  it  as  an  appendix  to  New 
Yorke  gayned  by  your  predecess""',  whose  footsteps  you  follow  and 
whose  authority  is  derived  to  you  in  as  ample  manner  as  they  had 
it.  Nevertheless  if  you  come  for  England  this  next  autumne  we 
shall  see  whan  can  be  further  done  to  secure  and  settle  y'  colony, 
w""''  I  must  confesse  I  should  l)e  glad  were  confirmed  in  the  Dukes 
possession  by  a  better  title  y"  this,  w"''  indeed  to  an  ordinary  ])erson 
would  not  be  very  secure. 

I  had  almost  forgottto  tell  you  that  I  could  give  noe  encoiu-agem' 
to  y"  wife  of  M'  Phillips  in  her  desire  to  buy  a  Dutch  ship  in  hopes 
to  make  her  free ;  on  y"  contrary  I  diswaded  her  from  it  all  I  could, 
by  reason  of  y  strict  orders  of  late  prohibiteing  any  of  those  prac- 
tices though  frequent  heretofore.  And  the  Customers  are  verj- 
strict  in  opposeing  all  such  indeavours. 

Thus  I  have  touched  what  at  present  occurs  to  me.  News  I  pre- 
sume you  have  fi"om  other  hands  ;  the  greatest  now  talked  of  here 
is  y*^  meeting  againe  of  y^  Parliam^  y  21"  instant.  I  wish  it  may 
be  for  as  much  good  as  y"  last  meeting  was,  wherein  a  sume  of 
money  was  given  for  building  30  ships  of  warr  and  y^  addiconall 
duty  of  Excise  continued  for  3  yeares,  worth  about  £100000  perann  : 
but  I  shall  adde  noe  more  to  your  trouble  at  this  time  y"  (all  our  ser- 
vices being  i)resented  to  your  Lady)  to  assure  you  y'  I  am  &". 

To  Major  Andros. 
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CAP'  XTOPHER  BILLOP   TO  BE   SUB  COLLECTOR  OF 
THE  CUSTOMES  OF  DELAWARE  RiVER. 


By  the  Governor. 

By  virtue  of  the  Authority  derived  unto  me  under  his  Royal 
Highness,  I  do  hereby  Constitute  &  Appoint  you  Cap'  Christopher 
Billop  to  be  Sub  Collector  of  the  Customs  of  Delaware  River;  You 
are  therefore  carefully  to  discharge  your  Duty  therein,  particularly 
y-  nothing  be  any  ways  imported  or  exported,  but  according  to  Acts 
of  Parliam'  or  to  make  Seizure  &  due  prosecution,  &  if  condemned, 
One  Third  to  the  Informer,  One  Third  to  yourself,  &  one  Third  to 
the  King,  and  to  give  an  Account  of  your  Proceedings,  and  observe 
such  Orders  as  you  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the  Chief 
Collector  or  Principal  Officers  of  the  Customs  here  and  Superiours, 
New  Castle  the  only  Port  for  all  Entries  and  Clearings ;  And  for 
wiiat  you  shall  lawfully  Act  or  do  in  the  premisses  this  shall  be  your 
sufficient  Authority  and  Warrant: 

Given  under  my  hand  in  New  York  this  IS""  of  August  1677. 

E:  ANDROS. 


AN  ORDER  APPOINTING  M^  EPHRAIM   HERMAN 

TO  BE  CLERK  OF  THE  PERMITTS  &c  AT 

DELAWARE  RIVER. 


By  the  Governor. 

Actum  in  New  York  this  13'"  day  of  August  1677. 
By  virtue  of  the  Authority  derived  unto  me  under  his  Royal 
Highness  I  do  hereby  Constitute  &  Appoint  you  M'  Ephraim  Her- 
man to  be  Clerk  of  the  Permitts,  Entries  &  Clearings  for  all  Duties 
of  Customs  in  Delaware  River  for  W^  Cap'  Xpher  Billop  is  Sub  Col- 
lector, You  are  therefore  carefully  to  discharge  your  Duty  therein, 
to  Enter  in  a  Book,  &  keep  a  fair  Ace'  of  all  things  (as  is  usual) 
both  in  &  out,  as  past  by  the  s'^  Sub-Collector,  also  to  Receive  the 
Kings  or  Dukes  Third  of  any  Forfeitures,  for  Goods  imported  or 
exported  contrary  to  Acts  of  Parliam'  for  w'=''  this  sliall  be  your 
sufficient  Warrant. 

E:  ANDROSS. 
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AN  ORDER  CONCERNING  LANDS  IN  DELAWARE 
RIVER  AND  BAY. 


Actum  in  Neav  York  this  IS""  of  August  1677. 
By  the  Governor. 

By  virtue  of  my  Authority  under  his  Royal  Highness,  I  do  here- 
by desire  &  require  all  persons  that  have  or  claim  any  Land  in  Dela- 
ware River  and  Bay,  that  they  do  witliout  dehiy  or  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently may  be  make  a  due  Return  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  in 
whose  Jurisdiction  said  Land  lyes,  of  such  tlieir  Land,  Quanity  & 
Situation,  according  to  the  Surveys,  Platts,  or  Cards  thereof,  and 
s"^  Courts  to  make  a  Return  of  the  whole  unto  me,  &  whether  Seated 
&  Improved,  y'  all  such  wanting  Grant  or  Patents  may  have  them 
dispatched  &  sent,  this  Ord''  to  be  published  in  the  sev'  Courts  w^^  to 
take  care  therein,  &  Survey  or  also  to  give  Notice  &  see  it  be  ob- 
served, where  he  shall  know  or  find  the  Defect. 

E:  ANDROS. 


AN  ORDER  APPOINTING  M^  EPHRAIM  HERMAN 
TO  RECEIVE  QUIT  RENTS. 


Actum  in  Neav  Y'ork  this  IS'"  of  Aug'  1077. 
By  the  Governor. 

By  virtue  of  my  Authority  under  his  Royal  Highness,  I  do  hereby 
Constitute  &  appoint  you  M''  Ephraim  Herman  to  be  Receiver  of 
the  Quit  Rents  in  Delaware  River,  in  tlie  Jurisdiction  of  New  Cas- 
tle t&  Upland  Courts,  for  W^"  to  give  due  Discharges  &  keep  an  exact 
Ace'  to  be  sent  here  the  first  of  May,  made  vip  to  the  twenty  fifth  of 
March  afore,  for  w"*'  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  Warrant  to  con- 
tinue for  the  space  of  one  whole  Y^'ear,  or  till  further  Order. 

E:  ANDROS. 


COMISSION  EOR   CAPT'  XTOPIIER  BILLOP  TO   BE   CO- 
MANDER  IN  DELAWARE  RIVER  AND  BAY. 


Edmund  Andros  Esq  cNcc. 

By  virtue  of  the  Authority  derived  unto  me  under  his  Royal 
Highness,  I  do  hereby  constitute  «t  appoint  you  Cap'  Xtopher 
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Billop,  to  be  Comander  in  Delaware  River  &  Bay ;  You  are  there- 
fore to  take  care  y^  the  Militia  in  the  sev'  Places  be  well  armed,  duly 
exercised,  &  kept  in  good  Order  &  Discipline  ;  and  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers  thereof  are  required  to  Obey  you  as  their  Comander,  &  your- 
self to  Observe  such  Orders  &  Directions,  as  you  shall  form  time  to 
time  receive  from  me,  or  other  Superiour  Officers,  according  to  the 
Trust  resposed  in  you. 

Given  under  my  hand  &  Seal  in  New  York  this  14"'  day  of  Au- 
gust 1677. 

EDM"  ANDROS. 

To  Cap'  Christopher  Billop. 


A  LETTER  TO  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  COURT  AT  NEW- 
CASTLE IN  DELAWARE. 


New^  York  August  y''  14"'  1677, 

Gentlemen  :  This  is  by  Cap'  Billap  who  goes  to  relieve  Cap' 
Collier,  &  to  be  Comander  of  the  Militia  &  Forces  in  the  River  and 
Bay,  &  to  take  care  as  Chief  Officer,  «fe  accordingly  to  determine 
any  Difference,  &  Order  Guards  &  Guard  Places  as  occasion  &  will 
presently  for  the  Out  Farms  or  Plantations  in  Newcastle  bounds; 
He  is  also  SubCollector,  &  M'  Herman  Clerk  of  the  Customs.  I 
have  also  by  M'  Ephraim  Herman  returned  you  the  old  Records, 
the  confusedness  or  ill  order  of  w^'=''  I  can  no  otherwise  remedy,  but 
y'  JSP  Tom  the  then  Clerk  do  forthwith  put  the  same  in  order,  & 
write  or  cause  them  to  be  fairly  copj)ied  in  a  fitt  Book,  &  attested 
by  him,  «X:  Answer  for  any  defects. 

I  intend  making  up  your  Court  again  next  Month,  the  usual  time, 
when  you  may  also  expect  one  of  our  Law  books. 

As  to  penal  Bonds  or  such  like  cases  of  Equity  it  is  the  custom  & 
practice  of  Courts  here,  to  hear  &  judge  thereof  according  to  Equity, 
w"^  you  may  also  observe  as  Allowed  by  Law.  I  find  no  need  of  a 
General  or  High  Court  in  tlie  River,  every  Court  having  power  to 
make  fitting  rates  for  the  Highways,  Poor  or  other  Necessarys,  as 
is  practiced  in  England,  and  unless  otherwise  Ordered  by  s"^  Coml, 
the  Clerk  proper  to  be  Receiver,  and  pay  all  by  Order  of  Court,  for 
w*"''  you  need  no  f urtlier  Authority  or  Directions  from  the  Governor 
than  former  Orders  &  Rules  for  keeping  due  Accounts  to  be  Yearly 
Examined,  and  past  in  Court,  &  Copys  remitted  here. 

You  may  appoint  a  Vendue  Master,  he  giving  good  Security,  & 
not  to  take  above  Six  Per  C  w^^''  I  shall  be  readv  to  Confirm. 
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Pray  take  care  &  fitting  Orders  for  Ordinaries  y'  they  be  fitt  per- 
sons, duly  licensed,  &  well  provided  according  to  Law,  and  y'  none 
else  be  admitted  to  Retail,  W'  is  all  at  i)resent  from 
Your  affectionate  Friend, 

E:  ANDROS. 


AX  ORDER  APPOINTING   M^  WALTER  WHARTON   TO 
BE  SURVEYOR  IN  DELAWARE  BAY  &  RIVER  &c. 


By  the  Governor: 

WiiEREAis  I  have  &  do  hereby  by  virtiie  of  tlie  Authority  de- 
rived unto  me  under  his  Royal  Highness  appoint  M'  Walter  AVhar- 
ton  to  be  Surveyor  in  Delaware  Bay  &  River,  I  do  liereby  consent 
to,  allow  (fc  authorize  his  receiving  for  Surveying  every  fifty  Acres 
&  under  ten  Shillings,  above  fifty  Acres  &  under  One  Hundred, 
Twenty  Sliillings,  above  One  hundred  Acres.  &  under  one  Hundred 
t  fifty,  thirty  Shillings.  &  so  proportionably  for  any  greater  Quan- 
tity, &  no  more,  giving  to  the  persons  for  whom  any  Lands  shall  be 
so  Surveyed,  a  Survey,  Piatt  or  Card  of  s'  Lands,  &  to  make  due 
returns  of  tlie  same  into  the  Ofiice  of  Records,  s''  persons  also  to  find 
Boat  or  Horse  or  allow  it,  &  other  travelling  fitting  CJiarges  of  the 
Surveyor ;  All  Lands  to  be  carefully  laid  out  from  Waterside  if  it 
may  be,  or  so  as  not  to  hinder  any,  or  be  prejudicial  to  Adjacent 
Lands,  &  to  lay  out  fitting  Highways  or  convenient  Roads. 

Given  under  my  hand  in  New  York  this  14="  day  of  August  1G77. 

E :  ANDROS. 


AN  ORDER  CONCERNING  A  CERTAIN  MILL  IN  CHRIS- 
TINA KILL  IN  DELAWARE. 


By  the  Governor : 

Actum  in  New  York  this  14  of  August  1G77. 
Upon  Information  and  Complaint  y'  the  Owners  of  a  certain  Mill 
standing  on  a  Creek  in  Xtina  Kill  in  Delaware  River  are  debarred 
from  Cutting  Wood  for  reparation  thereof,  by  the  Parties  owning 
the  Land  on  each  side  the  s'^  Creek :  These  are  to  give  Notice  & 
Order  y''  the  persons  to  wiiom  the  s''  Mill  belongs  be  no  way  hin- 
dered, but  are  to  have  free  liberty  to  cut  wood  for  s''  use  ui)on  any 
Land  not  in  fence  according  to  law. 

E.  ANDROS. 
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COMISSON  FOR  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  COURT  AT 

NEWCASTLE  &  DEPENDANEDES  AT 

DELAWARE. 


Edmond  Andros  Esq  &c. 

By  virtue  of  my  Authority  under  liis  Royal  Highnesse,  I  do  hereby 
constitute  appoint  and  Authorize  you  M'  John  Moll,  ISr  Pieter 
Alriggs,  M""  William  Tom,  M""  Toppe  Outhout,  M'  Walter  Wharton, 
M'  Paul  Jaquett,  M"^  Gerrit  Otto,  to  be  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the 
Jurisdiction  of  Newcastle  and  Dependancies,  and  any  three  or  more 
of  you,  to  be  a  Court  of  Judicature,  Giving  you  and  every  of  you 
full  power  to  Act  in  the  said  Employm'  according  to  Law,  and  the 
Trust  re])osed  in  you,  of  W^""  all  Persons  are  to  take  Notice,  and  give 
you  the  due  Resi)ect  and  Obedience  belonging  to  your  Places,  in  the 
Discharging  your  duties  ;  Tliis  Comission  to  be  of  force  for  the  space 
of  One  Year  from  the  date  hereof  or  till  further  Order. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  of  the  Province,  in  New  York 
the  23'"  of  September  1G77. 

E:  ANDROS. 


CAP'  BILLOP'S  AUTHORITY  TO  ADMINISTER  THE 
USUAL  OATH  TO  JUSTICES  AT  NEWCASLE. 


Edmund  Andeos  Esq'  «fcc. 

Whereas  I  have  with  the  advice  of  my  Councel  (upon  a  new 
Nominacon)  appointed  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  New  Castle  in 
Delaware  These  are  by  virtue  of  the  Autliority  derived  unto  me,  to 
Authorize  you  to  Administer  the  usual  Oath  to  s'^  Justices,  for  dis- 
charging the  Trust  reposed  in  them,  for  w""  this  shall  be  yC  suffi- 
cient Warr'. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  in  New  York  this  23"^  day  of  Sep' 
Wil. 

E:  ANDROS. 
To  Cap'  Christopher  Billop  Comander  at  Delaware. 
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A  LETTER  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MARYLAND. 


New  York  Ocf:  lO""  1G77. 
Hox*"'^  SiK : — This  is  to  give  an  Acconip'  tliat  having  received  his 
Royal  Highnesse  leave,  to  go  home  for  my  own  Occasions  this  Win- 
ter so  as  to  return  in  the  Spring,  upon  Advice  w"'  our  late  Gen''" 
Coui"t,  of  the  quiet  good  Condicon  of  all  Parts  of  the  Governm'  I 
have  resolved  said  Voyage,  God  willing  in  a  Ship  now  in  Port  load- 
ing for  London  which  I  hope  may  be  ready  this  Month,  leaving 
Order  for  all  Things  as  was  Settled,  and  doubt  not  which  I  pray 
tlie  continuance  of  your  good  Neighborhood,  we  have  had  no  late 
News  from  the  Eastward,  but  by  tlie  last,  all  was  well  and  quiet  in 
those  Parts,  since  which  I  have  dispatched  the  Dukes  Sloop,  and 
two  more  with  all  Supplys  to  Pemaquid.    I  am 

Hon""^  Sir 

Your  m"  humble  Serv' 

E :  ANDROS. 


LETTER  TO  CAP'  BILLOP  COMANDER  AT 
DELAWARE. 


Cap'  Billop  :  This  to  acquaint  you  y'  having  received  his  Royal 
Highness  leave  to  go  home  for  my  own  Occasions  this  Winter  so  as 
to  return  in  the  Spring,  &  all  Parts  of  the  Governm'  being  in  a  good 
quiet  Condicon,  1  have  resolved  it,  and  intend  God  willing,  going 
in  a  Ship  here  designed  for  Loudon,  leaving  Orders  for  all  Things 
to  remain  as  now  Settled,  and  accordingly  recomend  and  will  hope 
your  Care,  in  your  Stations  both  as  to  the  Militia  and  Customs 
which  imports  not  only  the  Peace  and  quiet  but  satisfaction  &  wel- 
fare of  the  Place  &  Inhabitants,  And  therefore  I  again  recomend 
your  being  well  advised  therein,  and  not  Act  otherwise  than  Author- 
ized and  Ordered  w"'  is  all  I  have  to  add  to  my  former,  but  that  I 
Send  you  by  a  Sloop  Dirch  Francen  Master  a  Supply  of  Musquet 
Bullets,  and  think  strange  at  your  taking  up  and  opning  my  Letters 
to  any  Body,  and  as  done,  is  no  Excuse  to  say  it  was  done  una- 
ware.   I  am 

Yo''  humble  Serv' 

E :  ANDROS. 

I  hear  of  a  Flyboat  the  Martlia  of  Hull  arrived  in  the  River  w"" 
Passengers  for  New  Jersey  (having  omitted)  you  are  imediately  to 
Send  by  Express  an  Ace'  of  all  Transaccons  »&  Things  relating  to 
her  since  her  Arrival,  and  of  Goods  to  Cheif  Collector  of  every  Per- 
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mit  is  or  shall  be  given,  having  in  Regard  of  the  Time  a  Year  con- 
sented Passengers  and  their  Landing,  so  they  Settle  under  the  Duke 
on  the  Westside,  or  if  the  East  side  under  the  Comissioners  upon 
the  former  Ship  coming,  authorized  here,  also  under  his  Royal  High- 
ness, and  having  heard  Complaints,  you  are  also  to  Order  M^  Her- 
man Clarke  of  the  Customs,  to  draw  out  &  Send  an  exact  Acco'  of 
all  &  every  Permit  or  other  Transaccons,  Fees  Gifts  or  other  Moneys, 
or  Effects,  given,  demanded,  or  received  by  him,  or  yourself  from 
Cap'  Marlow's  Ship  &  Passengers  examined  &  attested  by  yourself. 
&  send  tlie  same  by  the  above  Express,  without  delay  to  Cheif  Col- 
lector here,  of  all  w"^  I  pray  fail  not  I  am 

Yo" 

E:  AXDROS. 


A   LETTER   TO    THE  JUSTICES   OR   MAGISTRATES  OF 
THE  COURT  AT  NEWCASTLE. 


Gent.  :  I  have  writ  to  the  Comander  and  this  is  to  acquaint  you 
also  that  having  his  Royal  Highnesse  leave  for  my  own  Occasions 
this  Winter,  so  as  to  return  in  the  Spring,  all  Things  being  well 
thro'  the  whole  Governm',  Intend  God  willing  going  home  in  a  Ship 
here,  bound  for  London  leaving  all  Things  to  remain  in  all  Parts  of 
the  Governm'  as  now  Settled,  and  therefore  recomend  your  being 
verj^  vigilant  and  careful  (which  I  will  not  doubt)  for  the  due  Ad- 
ministration of  Justice  in  your  several  Stations,  and  particularly 
that  Inferior  Officers  do  their  Duty,  for  the  good  and  quiet  of  their 
respective  Places,  according  to  Law,  any  Appeals  to  be  to  the  Court 
of  Assizes,  which  or  extraordinarys  may  be  Sent  to  the  Secretary 
Cap'  Nicolls  here,  and  if  occasion  to  be  comunicated  to  the  Council. 
I  am 

Your  Affectionate  Friend  to  Serve  you 

E:  AXDROSS. 

One  of  the  same  Tenor  &  date  sent  to  the  Justices  or  Magistrates 
of  the  Co'  of  Upland,  and  another  to  those  of  the  Whore  Kill. 


Know  aU  men  by  those  present  that  I  Christopher  Billop  Coman- 
der in  Newcastle  upon  the  Delaware  belonging  to  the  Colony  of 
New  York,  in  America  under  his  royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York, 
do  stand  and  am  bounded  &  obliged  unto  Joseph  Billop  of  Grazier 
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Street  London  Wholesale  Grocer  in  the  Sum  of  Six  Hundred  Pounds 
Sterling  Money  to  the  which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made  1 
do  bind  myself  my  Heirs  Execuors  &  Admrors  firmly  by  those  pre- 
sent. Sealed  with  Seal  dated  the  9"'  day  of  Octob--  in  the  Year  of 
our  Lord  God  1677. 

The  Condicon  of  this  Obligation  is  such  y'  if  the  above  bounded 
Christopher  Billop  his  Heirs  &  Exec"  or  Admin"  &  every  of  them 
do  well  &  truly  perform  fulfill  accomplish  &  and  keep  all  singular 
the  Convenants  Grants  Clauses  &  Condicons  whatsoever  w^"  on  the 
part  &  behalf  of  the  s'  Christoplier  Billop  his  Heirs  ExeC  &  Ad- 
mors  comprised  in  one  Deed  of  Gift  bearing  even  date  witli  these 
presents,  that  then  this  Obligation  to  be  void  or  else  the  same  to 
stand  in  full  force  power  and  virtue. 

Signed  Sealed  &  delivered  in  the  presence  of  John  Moll.  Ed:  Can- 
well. 

The  same  Order  on  this  as  on  the  bill  of  Sale. 


New  York  October  25:  1G77. 
By  the  Governor. 

I  do  hereby  Certify  at  the  request  of  M"  Mary  Billop,  that  the 
Persons  whose  Names  are  herein  set  down  as  Witnesses  to  this 
Deed  are  Magistrates  or  Oflicers  in  Newcastle  in  Delaware  M'"  John 
Moll  being  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  M""  Edmund  Cantwell  Sherriff 

there 

E:  ANDROS. 

N:  B:  this  Cer:  comes  after  the  foil:  Instrumen'. 

Enterred  at  the  requeste  of  M'"^  Mary  Billop,  the^e  following  writ- 
ings 8""  26'"  1G77. 

To  all  Christian  People  to  whom  this  present  writing  shall  come, 
Now  Know  Ye  that  I  Christopher  Billop  Ccmander  in  Newcastle 
upon  Delaware  belonging  to  the  Colony  of  New  York  in  America, 
under  liis  royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  Send  Greeting  in  our 
Lord  God  Everlasting,  and  being  in  perfect  Health  for  &  in  con- 
sideracon  of  the  Natural  Affection  and  Brotherly  Love,  which  I 
have  and  bear  unto  my  well  Brother  Joseph  Billop  in  Grasier  Street 
London  Wholesale  Grocer,  and  also  for  divers  good  Causes  and  con- 
siderations me  at  this  present  especially  moving.  Have  given  grant- 
ed, and  by  these  presents  do  give  grant  and  Confirm  unto  the  said 
Joseph  Billop  all  my  right  Title  Interest  and  Claim  of  one  House 
scituate  lying  and  being  in  Beverly  in  Yorksliire  in  the  Kingdom  of 
England  near  the  North  Barre  lying  between  the  House  formerly 
in  the  Possession  of  my  Grandfatiier  Christopher  Billop.  late  Alder- 
man of  the  said  Town  and  the  House  of  Mitchael  Wharton  Esq^  To 
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Have  and  to  Hold  the  said  House  with  all  and  singular  the  Shops, 
Sellers,  Sollars,  Chambers,  Rooms  Ways  Entries  Yards  Backsides 
Houses  Buildings  Gutters  Watercourses  Easements  Profitts  C6- 
modities  and  Appurtces  whatsoever  to  tlie  said  Joseph  Billop  &  his 
Heirs  ExeC"  Admors  and  Assigns  for  ever  and  to  the  only  proper 
use  and  behoof  of  liim  the  said  Joseph  Billop  &  his  Heirs  for  ever 
more,  &  likewise  all  Wainscotts  Glass  windows  Doors  and  Locks  in 
and  upon  the  said  House,  or  the  Appurtenances  thereunto  belong- 
ing. And  furtlier  these  Presents  Witnesseth  that  the  said  Josepli 
Billop  his  Heirs  Exec"  Adminors  and  Assigns  shall  quietly  and 
peaceably  Enjoy  Occupy  and  possess  the  said  House  with  all  the 
said  House  with  all  the  Appurtces  thereunto  belonging,  as  afores'* 
from  all  person  or  persons  that  sliall  justly  lay  claim  thereunto,  and 
shall  and  will  ever  Defend  the  same  unto  the  said  Joseph  Billop  and 
his  Heirs  for  ever. 

In  Witness  wliereof  I  the  said  Christopher  Billop  have  hereunto 
set  my  hand  and  Seal  this  Q'-*'  day  of  October  1677. 

CHRISTO:  BILLOP. 


A  LETTER  TO  M^  EPHRAIM  HERMAN  CL  OF  CUSTOMS 
AT  DELAWARE. 


M'  Herman  :  I  have  received  yours  of  the  o""  Instant  and  wish 
I  might  have  had  an  exact  Acco'  of  the  Quit  Rents  of  the  River  & 
Bay,  afore  my  going  for  England,  of  W''  Voyage  T  give  Notice  by 
the  inclosed  to  the  Co'ts  or  Magistrates  of  the  several  Precincts,  and 
said  Rents  being  so  small,  understand  are  as  with  our  Xeiglibors, 
to  be  paid  from  the  first  Year.  I  hear  and  is  much  talked  of  that 
Cap'  Mario  and  Passengers  wei-e  obliged  to  take  out  and  pay  Per- 
mits for  every  one  small  Parcell  without  regard  of  having  been  (or 
Orders)  here,- which  I  canot  credit  you  should  do,  knowing  how  Lhey 
were  considered  here  as  in  a  folorne  and  (if  not  comiserated)  like 
most  of  them  to  be  in  a  miserable  Condicon,  and  by  Chief  Collector 
put  all  in  four  or  five  Permitts,  Therfore  have  writ  to  the  Coman- 
der  of  it  and  wou'd  have  you  without  delay  to  draw  out  and  deliver 
said  Comander,  for  the  Chief  Collector,  Copys  of  all  Entries  and  Per- 
mitts &  Money  any  ways  given  or  paid  by  the  said  Ships  Moister  or 
Passengers,  as  also  all  Proceedings  with  the  Ply  boat  the  Martha, 
which  yo'^self  mencon  being  come  in  w""  Passengers,  to  be  forthwith 
Sent  hither  by  Expresse,  and  recomend  your  more  particular  Care 
in  your  Employs  and  making  and  keeping  due  Entries  and  Acco" 
of  all  Things  during  my  Absence  remain 

Your  Friend  to  Serve  you 

E  AXDROS. 
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COMISSION  FOR  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  WHORE  KILL. 


Edmund  Andros  Esq'  &c. 

By  vertue  of  his  Majesties  Letters  Patents  and  the  Comission  and 
Authority  unto  me  given  by  his  Royal  Highness,  1  do  hereby  in  his 
Maties  Name  consitute  appoint  and  authorize  you  Helmaniis  Wilt- 
banck.  Henry  Smith,  Alexander  Molesteyn,  Edward  Southeran, 
Paul  Mash,  Jolm  Barkstead  and  John  Roads,  to  be  Justices  of  the 
Peace  at  the  Whore  Kill  and  Dependancies,  and  auy  four  or  more 
of  you  to  be  a  Court  of  Judicature,  And  in  case  of  Sickness  Absence 
or  otherwise  of  the  First  c^cthe  next  in  Comission  to  precide.  Give- 
ing  you  and  every  of  you  full  Power  to  Act  in  said  Employment  accord- 
ing to  Law  and  former  practice,  of  which  all  Persons  concerned  are 
to  take  Notice,  and  give  you  the  due  Respect  &  Obedience  belong- 
ing to  your  Places  in  discharging  your  Duties,  This  Comission  to 
be  of  Force  for  the  space  of  One  Year,  after  the  date  hereof  or  till 
further  Order, 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  of  the  Province  in  New  York  this 
10"'  day  of  November  in  the  29'"  Year  of  his  Maties  Reign  Anog 
Domi  1677. 

E :  ANDROS. 


A  WARRANT  TO  THE  CONSTABLE  OF  NEW  TOWN 

ABOUT  TAKING  UP  STRAY  HORSES 

&  CATTLE. 


By  the  Governo' 

Whereas  I  am  given  to  understand,  that  there  are  divers  Stray 
Horses,  Cattle  and  Hoggs,  within  the  Jurisdiccon  of  New  Town, 
in  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  upon  Long  Island,  which  either 
are  not  Mark'  at  all,  or  recorded  according  as  is  required  by  the 
Law,  or  have  no  proper  Owners,  as  being  not  by  any  given  into  the 
Rates,  and  are  apt  to  do  Damage;  These  are  in  his  Majesties 
Name,  to  Authorize  Appoint  and  require  you,  M""  Thomas  Wandall, 
Constable  of  the  said  Town,  to  Seize  upon,  &  Secure  any  such 
Horses,  Cattle,  Hoggs  kc  as  Strayes  for  his  Ma""  and  publick  Use, 
and  to  make  a  due  Return  thereof,  according  to  Law ;  And  for  so 
doing  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  Warrant 

Given  under  my  Hand  in  New  Y  ork  the  first  day  of  December 
1676. 

E.  ANDROSS. 
To  M""  Thomas  Wandall  Constable  of  New  Town. 
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COMISSION   FOR   THE   MAGISTRATES   AT 
SCHANECTADY. 


Sir  Edmond  Andros  K'  &c. 

Upon  the  return  from  Sclianectiide  of  the  Nomination  of  Persons 
to  be  Comissarys  for  tlie  year  eiisueing,  By  virtue  of  His  Ma'''^  Let- 
ters Pattents,  and  the  Comission  and  Authority  unto  me  given  from 
his  Royal  Highness,  I  do  hereby  in  liis  Maja^'"  Name,  constitute 
api)oint  and  autliorize  you  Jan  Van  Esq',  Daniel  Jans  Herman  Ved- 
der,  Barrent  Janson  and  SaiuV'  Gen  Junior,  to  be  Comissarys  at 
Sclianectade,  and  any  three  or  more  of  you  to  be  a  Co"  and  in  case 
of  sickness  Absence  or  otlierwise  of  the  first  cS:c  tlie  next  in  Comis- 
sion to  preside.  Giving  you  and  every  of  you  full  ])0\ver  to  act  in 
said  employm'  accoi'diug  Law  Regulacon  and  former  Practice,  of 
wliich  all  Persons  concerned  are  to  take  Notice  and  give  you  tlie  due 
Resjject  and  Observance  belonging  to  your  Places  in  Disci larging 
your  Dutys,  This  Commission  to  be  of  force  for  the  space  One  whole 
Year  or  till  further  Order 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  of  the  Province  in  New  York  this 
6"'  day  of  September  1678. 

E:  ANDROS. 
Examined  by  me, 

MATTHIAS  NICOLLS  Secr^ 


COMISSION  TO  CAP'  JOHN  AVERY  &c  TO  BE  JUSTICES 
AT  THE  WHORE  KILL  IN  DELAWARE  BAY. 


Sir  Edmund  Andros  K'  «&c.  : 

By  vertue  of  his  Ma"^'"  Letters  Pattents  &  the  Comission  and 
Authority  unto  me  given  by  his  Royal  Highness  I  do  liereby  in  his 
Ma"'''  Name  Constitute  Appoint  and  Autliorize  you  John  Avery, 
Francis  Whitvvell,  Alexander  Molestine  John  Kipliaven  Luke  Watt- 
son  John  Roades  &  James  Wells  to  be  Justices  of  the  Peace  at  the 
Whore  Kill  and  Dependences  in  Delaware  Bay  and  any  four  or 
more  of  you  to  be  a  Co""'  of  Judicature  And  in  case  of  Sickness  ab- 
sence or  otherwise  of  y-  first  &c  The  Next  in  Comission  to  i)reside 
Giveing  and  Granting  unto  you  and  every  of  you  full  power  to  Act 
in  said  Employm'  according  to  Law  Regulacon  and  former  ])ractise 
of  which  all  Persons  concerned  are  to  take  Notice  &  give  you  the 
due  Respect  &  Obedience  belonging  to  your  Places  in  Discharging 
45-VoL.  V. 
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your  Diityes  This  Comission  to  be  of  force  for  the  space  of  One 
Year  after  the  date  hereof  and  taking  your  Oathes  and  Places  for 
the  same  or  till  further  Order 

Given  nnder  my  hand  and  Seale  of  the  Province  In  New  York 
this  S'h  of  October  in  the  30'"  Year  of  his  Ma''"^'- is  ameAnog  Domini 

1678. 

E:  ANDROSS. 

Examined  by  me 

MATHIAS  NICHOLLS  Seer: 


CEETiriCATE    OF    CAP'  AYERY    TAKING   THE  OATH 

WITH  POWER  TO  ADMINISTER  TO  Y'' 

REST  OF  Y"  BEI^CH. 


By  the  (Governor  : 

Whereas  you  have  this  day  taken  your  Oath  as  Magistrate  or 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  Co-^'  at  the  Whore  Kill  in  Delaware  Bay 
for  the  ensueing  Yeare  These  are  in  his  Ma'*"  Name  to  Appoint  and 
Authorize  you  at  your  Arrival  there  to  Administer  the  Oath  to  the 
others  Joyned  w"'  you  in  Comission  w'"  done  and  having  taken  your 
Places  to  Act  accordingly. 

Given  under  my  hand  in  New  Yorke  this  12"'  day  of  Octoly  1678. 

Past  the  Office 

M:  N:  Seer. 


A  COMISSION  FOR  THE  JUSTICES  OF  NEWCASTLE  IN 
DELAWARE  VIZ'  M^  JOHN  MOLL  M^  PETER  ALRICKS 
M^  TOPPE  OLTHOUT  M^  GERRITT  OTTE  M^  JOHANES 
De  HAES  M^  WILLIAM  SAMPLE  AND  M^  ABR:  MAN. 


A  Letter  Sent  to  the  Justices  of  Newcastle  in  Delaicare. 

New  York  Octob^  26'"  1678. 
Gen':  I  have  rec'  yo^  Address  in  Answer  to  which  yo"^  desire  of  a 
Minister  is  Allowed  by  the  Law  a  New  Comission  for  Magistrates 
is  herewith  Sent  and  also  a  Law  Book,  The  Land  comonly  called 
Cap'  Carr's  is  allowed  to  be  Sold  for  the  use  of  the  Credit^  and  the 
Purchaser-may  have  a  New  Pattent  for  his  Title.  The  Co"  have 
power  to  ord"'  Matters  relating  to  the  Survey""  in  every  respect  ac- 
cording to  Regulacon  and  Law. 
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The  Book  of  Laws  gives  Directions  for  Weights  &  Measures  to  be 
English  but  Antient  Custonie  may  be  Lookt  upon  as  Law  and  the 
Publick  Weigli  house  is  to  be  gross  Weights  only  if  or  above  a  Quar- 
ter of  a  Hundred. 

Paym^  for  Woolves  and  other  Necessary  Cliarges  are  to  Continue 
on  the  East  Side  as  formerly. 

When  the  Acco'»  of  Publick  Debts  are  Stated  and  Allowed  order 
shall  be  taken  for  Payment  as  desired. 

Houses  and  Improved  Lands  are  lyaljle  to  pay  Debts  as  well  as 
Moveables  and  where  none  Adminisf  tlie  Co"  may  appoint  some  re- 
sponsable  Fsons  to  do  it  having  due  Regard  to  Widdows. 

All  favor  may  be  Expected  as  to  Trade  so  y'  the  Acts  of  Pai-liam' 
and  Orders  thereupon  be  not  infring'd  with  due  regard  to  the  Cus- 
tom-house here The  Late  Comand''  is  here  and  to  give  an  Acco^ 

of  his  Acting  in  your  Parts.  And  if  any  have  been  wrong'd  by  him 
they  shall  have  Right  &  also  any  Publick  Matt^  w"  may  farther  ac- 
crue Rectify de  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Yo'  very  affectionate  Friend 

E:  ANDROS. 


AN  ORDER  ABOUT  PAYING  THE  QUITT-RENTS  &c  AT 
DELAWARE. 


By  the  GovEiiNO'. 

Wiierp:as  I  did  in  the  Year  1675:  amongst  other  Regulacons 
then  made  for  Encouragem'remittthe  C^uit  Rents  for  the  first  three 
Years  of  all  J^and  to  betaken  up  and  Seated  in  Delaware  and  Pre- 
cincts w<=''  hath  prov'd  inconvenient  by  many  taking  up  Land  and 
not  Seating  at  all  I  do  therefore  repeale  and  recall  the  same  Except 
for  such  as  have  Seated  and  Improv'd  (upon  s-^  Order)  to  be  accord- 
ingly Indemnified  but  all  such  as  have  taken  up  Land  and  not  Seated 
and  Impro'd  and  made  due  Returne  thereof  as  by  Law  and  Order 
(sent  and  published)  Last  Year  to  be  Recorded  to  forfeit  the  same 
And  tiie  Land  not  Seated  and  Improv'd  to  be  disposed  of  as  Vacant 
Lands  And  all  such  as  have  Improved  and  Seated  but  not  made 
such  Returns  are  hereby  again  required  (for  Rectifying  of  former 
&  preventing  future  Dis  Orders)  within  the  Space  of  Six  Months 
next  ensuing  the  date  hereof  to  make  due  Returnes  as  above  of  such 
their  Land  Quantity  and  Scittuation  according  to  tlie  Pattents 
Surveys  or  Cards  thereof  to  tlie  Clerk  of  the  Co"  in  whose  Jurisdic- 
tion their  said  Land  lyeth  to  be  there  Recorded  and  by  y^  Co"  certi- 
fy'd  to  the  Secretary's  Office  here,  and  such  as  have  not  taken  care 
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to  pay  tlieir  Quitt  Rents  due  for  tiie  same  come  within  the  space  of 
Six  Montlis  as  above  &  Acconij)'  and  Pay  tlie  Arrears  to  tlie  new 
Receiver  from  my  first  Coming  into  tlie  Country  in  1674 :  &  for  the 
future  all  such  as  have  or  shall  take  up  Land  to  Pay  their  Quitt 
Rents  from  their  taking  up  such  Lands  Yearly  at  Upland  Newcastle 
or  Whorekill  for  the  several  Precincts  at  their  ¥'ills  and  such  as 
shall  take  up  and  not  Im})rove  Land  to  forfeit  according  to  Law 
This  Ord'  forthwith  to  l»e  Publish 'd  and  set  up  at  the  Co"  houses  of 
Upland  Newcastle  &  Whorekill  in  Delaware. 
Given  under  my  hand  in  New  Yorke  this  26-''  Octob:  167.S  : 

E:  AN  DROSS. 


COMISSION    FOR  W'"   PENTON,  RICHARD   GUY,  JAMES 
NEVILL  &c. 


S'  Edmi'ND  Anj)I!os  Kn"^  &c  : 

By  vertue  of  the  Authority  derived  unto  me  I  do  hereby  consti- 
tute appoint  and  in  his  Ma""  Name  authorize  you  W™  Penton 
Richard  Guy  James  Nevill  Edward  Broadway  W"'  Malster  &  Ed- 
ward Ward  to  be  Overseers  Selectmen  or  Comissioners  on  the  AVest 
Side  of  New  Jersey  on  Delaware  River  att  Elsinburgh  in  Verckens 
Kill  or  Hogg  Creek  comonly  called  Salem  or  Swamp  Towne  &  Parts 
adjacent  for  One  Year  or  farther  Order  amongst  the  New^  Comers 
there  and  if  any  dispute  or  difference  liapi)en  to  Arise  among  them 
and  Old  Inhabitants  of  those  Parts  that  then  M''  Top  Outhout  who 
hath  been  an  Antient  Inhabitant  there  and  is  now  One  of  the  Jus- 
tices of  Newcastle  have  Notice  tliereof  who  is  Authorized  ui)on  such 
Occasions  to  be  one  of  the  Co"  &  being  there  is  to  preside  and  you 
or  any  four  of  you  to  keej)  a  Co''  as  Town  orCorjwration  Quarterly 
or  oftner  if  Occasion  to  Appoint  or  Authorize  one  or  more  Consta- 
bles and  to  Allow  or  cause  to  be  laid  out  fitting  Proportions  of  I^and 
for  present  Improvement  in  any  fit  place  not  afore  taken  uj)  and 
Improved  the  same  being  duly  Purchased  and  to  hear  and  Determine 
all  matters  not  Extending  to  Life  Limb  or  Member  or  Exceeding 
Five  Pounds,  above  which  to  Admit  an  Appeale  to  the  Co"  of  Jus- 
tices at  Newcastle  &  accordingly  to  Act  in  any  other  matter  as  near 
as  may  be  not  rei)ugnant  to  the  Lawes  of  England. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Scale  of  the  Province  in  New  York 
this  26  day  of  Octo  :  in  tlie  SO"-  Year  of  his  Ma""  Reign  Anog 

Domini  1678. 

E:  ANDROSS. 
Examined  by  me 

JOHN  JUXON 
1678. 
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AN  ORDER  FOR  THE  JUSTICES  OF  NEWCASTLE  TO 
TAKE  CARE  Y'  THE  INHABITANTS  ON  THE  EAST 
SIDE  OF  DELAWARE  RIVER  BE  NOT  DISTURBED  IX 
THE  POSSESSION  OF  THEIR  LAND. 


By  the  Govern""  : 

Whereas  I  have  rece'  several  Comp^'  &  Peticons  from  divers  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  East  side  of  Delaware  River  tliat  tliey  have 
been  distnrbed  in  tlie  lawful  Possession  of  their  Lands  and  Tenem" 
by  Majo""  John  Fenwick  &  otliers  Tiiese  are  to  desire  and  Authorize 
you  the  Justices  of  the  Co"  of  Newcastle  to  take  care  that  the  said 
Iidiabitants  bee  not  Disturbed  in  their  Possession  upon  any  pretence 
whatsoever  by  the  s"*  Majo""  Fenwick  or  any  others  &  if  occasion  to 
make  me  forthwith  Acquainted  with  the  same 

Given  under  my  hand  in  New  Yorke  this  20'*>  day  of  Octo:  1678. 

E:  ANDROS. 

To  the  Justices  of  the  Co"  of  Newcastle. 


AN  ORDER  TO  CAP   CANTWELL  TO  PUT  ROBERT 

STACEY  IN  POSSESSION  OF  MATTINICONCK 

ISLAND  IN  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


By  the  Governo'  : 

Whereas  I  have  granted  a  Lease  of  Mattiniconck  Island  in 
Delaware  River  unto  Robert  Stacey  for  the  Term  of  Seven  Yeares 
to  Comence  from  the  first  day  of  January  next  Tliese  are  to  Autlior- 
ize  and  Appoint  you  Cap^  Edmond  Cantwell  to  ijut  the  s'  Robert 
Stacey  in  possion  of  the  said  Island  for  the  Enjoym*^  of  the  Benefit 
of  his  Lease  according  to  the  tenor  thereof 

Given  under  my  hand  in  New  Yorke  this  IS'''  day  of  November 
1678. 

E:  ANDROSS. 

To  Cap'  Edmund  Cantwell  Sheriff  of  Delaware. 
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AN   ORDER  TO  CAP'  EDMUND  CANTWELI.  &  M^ 

EPHRAIM  HERMAN  TO  PURCHASE  SOME 

LAND  ON  THE  WEST  SIDE  OF 

DELAWARE  RIVER. 


By  the  Governo'  : 

Whereas  I  ;im  informed  y'  some  of  the  Land  on  the  Westside  of 
Delaware  River  below  the  late  Purchase  at  tlie  Falls  is  as  yet  un- 
purchased of  tiie  Indian  Proprieto'"  Tliese  are  to  Authorize  &  A])- 
point  you  Cap'  Edmund  Cantwell  &  M""  Ephraim  Herman  to  Agree 
for  and  Buy  of  the  Indian  Proprieto"  All  tliat  Tract  of  Land  as  yet 
unpurchased  on  the  Western  Shoar  of  Delaware  River  between  the 
late  Purchase  at  tlie  Falls  &  the  former  below  Together  with  any 
Island  or  Islands  lying  or  being  in  the  River  and  to  Adjust  time  and 
place  as  well  as  Sum  &  Species  for  i)ayment  of  w ''  to  give  me  p'sent 
Notice  for  my  Api)robation  Wliereujion  Order  shall  l^etaken  tlierein 
accordingly  for  said  Indyans  Satisfaction 

Given  under  my  hand  in  New  York  this  IS'"'  day  of  November 
1678. 

E:  ANDROS. 
To  Cap'  Edmund  Cantwell  Sheriff  &  M'  Ei)liiaim  Herman  CI:  of  the 

Co"  at  Newcastle  in  Delaware. 


AN  ORDER  TO  CAP'  EDM'  CANTWELL  &  M^  EPHRAIM 

HERMAN  AB'  Y'^^  RATE  LEYY'D  IN  DELAWARE 

RIVER  S'  LAST  YEAH. 


By  the  Govern'^  : 

Whereas  1  am  given  to  understand  that  there  was  a  certain 
Rate  or  Levy  lay'd  in  Delaware  River  the  last  Year  towards  the  de- 
fraying of  Publick  Charges  in  those  Parts  Tliese  are  to  require  you 
Cap'  Edm'^  Cantwell  &  M'  Ephraim  Herman  y'  you  Send  unto  me 
with  the  first  Convenience  a  particular  Acco'  of  the  s'^  Rate  or  Levy 
Imposed  as  afores<*  viz'  what  it  was  how  raised  what  it  amounted  to 
<fe  how  disposed  of  together  with  the  Coppies  of  all  Orders  relating 
thereunto  &  likewise  y'  you  Send  an  Acco'  or  particular  Computa- 
con  of  what  Debts  tliere  are  yet  remaining  unpaid  (if  any)  since  the 
late  Cliange  of  Governm'  that  due  Care  may  be  taken  for  tlieir  Sat- 
isfaction 

Given  under  my  hand  in  New  Yorke  this  18"'  day  of  November 
1678. 

E:  ANDROSS. 
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Att  a  Councell  held  in  New  York  November  the  30'"  1678. 
^n  Order  of  Councell  about  D'  Henry  Smith  of  the  Whore  Kill  &c  viz' 
Dated  in  New  York  this  30'"  day  of  November  1678. 

Whereas  M""  Henry  Smith  of  the  Whore  Kill  in  Delaware  Bay 
having  discourst  and  Bruited  abroad  sev"  Reports  against  some  of 
the  Magistrates  and  Officers  belonging  to  the  Court  there  and  hav- 
ing declared  the  same  before  the  Governor  did  afterwards  on  the 
Eighth  day  of  October  past  deliver  in  a  Paper  Charging  M'  Hel- 
manus  Wiltbank  and  M'  Edward  Southrin  two  of  the  Justices  and 
M'  Cornelys  Verhoofe  Clarke  of  the  s'^  Court  with  several  Crimes 
in  Generall  terms  whereupon  he  was  committed  to  the  Sherrifi  of 
this  Citty  until  he  should  give  Security  of  Five  Hundred  Pound  to 
prosecute  or  make  good  his  Charge  against  them  according  to  Law, 
which  refusing  or  to  Particularize  their  pretended  crimes,  time  and 
place  declareiug  he  cou'dnot  do  it  but  pretending  an  Inquest  in  the 
Country  for  it,  the  whole  Matter  having  been  Examined  and  De- 
bated in  Councell,  the  s''  Henry  Smith  is  adjudged  to  Pay  as  a  Fine 
to  the  Church  or  Poor  here  the  Sum  of  Ten  Pounds,  togettier  with 
all  Incidentall  Charges  relating  to  this  Matter  and  that  he  be  like- 
wise bound  in  a  Bond  of  Twenty  Pounds  at  the  Whore  Kill  to  be  of 
the  good  Behaviour  till  the  next  Gen"  Court  of  Assizes,  and  all  Per- 
sons left  to  due  Course  of  La'w. 

By  Order  of  the  Governo'  in  Councell 

MATHIAS  NICHOLLS  Seer. 


AN   ORDER   TO  THE  MAGISTRATES  AT   THE   WHORE 
KILL  CONCERNING  CORNELIUS  JANSEN. 


By  the  Governo'  : 

Upon  a  Peticon  March  the  29 :  1679:  Delivered  me  by  the  Wife  of 
Cornelius  Jansen  late  of  Somerset  County,  now  of  the  Whore  Kill, 
Complaining  of  Hillmanus  Wiltbank  that  he  putt  the  s''  Cornelius 
Jansen  upon  a  piece  of  Land  in  those  Parts  for  the  space  of  three 
Years,  pretending  it  to  be  his  owne  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  said 
Terme  hath  warned  the  Peticoner  of  the  said  Land  although  hee  (as 
the  Petitioner  is  inform 'd)  hath  no  right  thereunto  or  Patent  for  the 
same  he  Prays  that  since  it  is  at  his  R.  H'  dispossall  and  having 
wrought  so  long  upon  it  that  he  may  still  enjoy  it  &c.  Endorsed  on 
Petition.  The  Magistrates  at  the  Whore  Kill  are  to  Examine  & 
make  Report  of  the  within  and  if  it  be  as  is  alledged  the  Petic"^  to 
Continue  in  possession  until  further  Order. 

E:  A: 

M  :  N :  Seer. 
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LETTER  TO  THE  MAGISTRATS  OF  NEWCASTLE  BY 
THE  GOVERNO"  ORDER. 


New  Yorke  May  y  19'"  1679. 
Gentlemen  :  The  Governo'  havine:  rec'  yours  of  y''  23"'  of  April 
past  touching  Robert  Hutchinsons  tliievery  in  Breaking  open  and 
taking  out  of  Adam  Walles  his  Chest,  Left  by  him  at  the  s''  Hutch- 
inson's  House  Some  Money  Plate  and  other  Goods  the  Particulars 
whereof  are  therein  inserted  whereupon  having  Secured  the  parson 
and  what  cou'd  be  found  upon  search  made  in  his  House  you  desire 
Orders  &  Directions  liow  to  proceed  in  the  matter  by  his  Excel- 
lences Comand  (in  Answer  thereunto)  I  am  to  Acquaint  you  that 
the  matter  of  Pact  comitted  by  the  s"*  Rol) :  Hutchinson  wou'd  not 
reacli  his  Life  by  the  strictness  of  the  Law,  if  it  were  in  England, 
&  the  Dukes  Laws  are  much  more  Favourable  where  if  you  will 
turne  to  the  Capitall  Lawes,  you  may  be  further  Satisfyde:  besides 
the  Chest  (with  what  was  therein  being  Left  at  his  House  by  the 
Partey  It's  but  a  breach  of  Trust,  though  the  thing  is  aggravated 
by  his  having  brock  open  or  picked  the  Lock  of  the  Chest  &  taking 
out  those  things  &  Convert  them  to  his  own  use  may  be  looked  on 
as  a  Larceny  or  thievery,  and  he  Acted  like  a  great  Knave  and 
Cheat,  but  whether  it  will  reach  to  the  Criminall  part  so  farre,  as 
burning  of  him  in  the  hand  which  is  comonly  Inflicted  on  a  person 
that  deserves  Death  yet  having  the  ]3enefit  of  the  Clergy  Saves  his 
Life  by  reading,  though  he  forfeits  his  Goods  and  Chattells  &  Lil>- 
erty  for  a  Yeare.  However  I  do  supose  the  I'roof  being  too  Clear 
he  may  deserve  Corporall  Punishment  at  the  Least  which  the  Law 
directs  to  or  a  considerable  Fine  and  such  farther  Penalty  by  Ban- 
ishment out  of  your  Jurisdiction  or  the  like  the  which  his  Exc^  doth 
wholly  Leave  to  yo'  Court  to  Adjudge  and  determine  before  whom 
he  is  to  have  his  Tryall  &  whatsoever  your  Sentence  shall  be,  you 
are  to  putt  the  same  in  Execucon  As  to  the  Goods  found  of  Adam 
"Walles,  in  all  probability  you"l  see  cause  to  order  them  to  be  deliv- 
ered to  him  againe  and  the  Delinquent  shall  make  good  what  is  want- 
ing and  Pay  all  Charges  (if  Capable  1  am  Likewise  to  acquaint  you 
That  it's  the  Gover""'  Pleasure  in  the  Case  between  Thomas  Har- 
wood  and  Jacob  Vandervere  concerning  the  Stone  found  or  put  into 
the  Bag  of  Feathers  that  there  be  no  further  Proceedings  in  your 
Court  on  that  Acco^  His  Honour  hath  remitted  the  Fine  And  a 
Stop  is  to  Be  put  to  the  Levying  of  the  Charges,  the  whole  Case 
being  Ordered  to  be  heard  in  this  place  before  the  Go :  and  Councell 
at  the  begining  of  the  Month  of  October  next  when  both  P''  and 
De"  are  to  give  their  Attendance  here  And  as  to  the  Difference  be- 
fore your  Court  about  the  Pretence  of  Land  betweene  the  s*^  Jacob 
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Vandervere  and  his  Neighbo",  D""  Teeneman,  tlie  same  is  also  to  be 
remitted  here  with  all  Papers  or  Proceeding  relating  thereunto,  by 
the  tirst  Opportunitie  for  a  finall  Determination. 

There  is  one  thing  more,  upon  Application  from  the  D°  Laurea- 
tius  Carolys,  Complaining  that  an  Execution  against  him  hath  for 
the  greatest  part  been  Levyed  by  the  Sheriff  &  the  Remainder 
threatned  and  call'd  for,  all  though  lie  hath  Judgment  (if  not  ex- 
ecution) likewise  for  a  greater  Simie  against  the  same  person  but 
refused  to  be  Served  :  It  being  an  old  Difference  about  a  Mare  and 
her  Produce  between  him  and  Hans  Peterson  the  same  is  also  to  be 
respited  and  his  Ex''^  desires  an  Ace'  how  tiiat  matter  stands  be- 
tween tliem  Whereupon  a  definitive  (Jrder  will  be  given  to  Issue  the 
matter  in  difference  between  them.  Thus  farr  I  have  in  Charge 
from  His  Exc-*  the  Governor  to  Transferr  to  you  which  is  all  from 
Gentlemen 

Your  Humble  servant 

MATTHIAS  NICOLLS. 


FOR  PETER  GR00NI:NDIKE  AT  THE  WHOREKILL. 


By  the  Governo"^ 

According  to  the  Order  and  Judgment  of  the  Court  of  Assizes. 
Cost  of  Suit  or  Co""'  Charges  only  to  be  paid  which  being  Satisfied 
here  the  Party  is  not  to  be  Mollested  by  M"'  Henry  Smitli  or  any 
other  upon  Acco'  of  any  other  Charges  of  s**  Suite  May  the  31"  1779 

E:  A. 
Examined  by  mee 

M  N  Seer"" 


Gentlemen  By  the  Go :  Order  I  am  to  Acquaint  you  w""  the 
Answers  given  upon  requests  made  to  him  by  particular  Persons  of 
your  parts  and  his  Approbation  of  otlier  Matters  recomended  to  him 
by  your  Court,  the  which  are  incerted  or  indorsed  on  Copies  of  the 
said  Requests  or  Orders  of  your  Court,  sent  back  to  the  Partys  con- 
cerned, William  Clarke  excepted,  being  as  a  private  Letter,  In  the 
Matter  between  Helmanus  Wiltbank  and  Cornelius  Johnson  con- 
cerning tlie  which  the  Court  have  Certifyed  their  Report,  the  same 
is  to  be  Allowed  by  Order  of  the  Governor  and  to  be  Confirmed  to 
the  s'*  Herman  us  Wiltbank. 
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In  Answer  to  the  Peticon  of  Cornelys  Verhoofe  to  your  Court, 
about  his  bemg  contirmed  Clark,  about  a  regulation  of  Fees  there, 
the  which  is  Certifyed  to  be  granted  by  said  Court :  Upon  their  re- 
comendation  thereof  to  the  Govern "^  tlie  same  is  allowed  by  him, 
and  y'  the  Fees  of  extraordinary  Courts  be  ascertained  and  all  Fees 
(as  in  other  Places)  to  be  collected  in  the  Nature  and  as  by  Execu- 
tion, in  Answer  to  a  former  Request  from  the  said  Cor :  Vanhoofe 
upon  the  Courts  Choice  and  Recomendation  of  him  to-be  Surveyor 
at  the  Whore-Kill,  The  Governor  orders  him  to  be  Contirmed  till 
further  Order.  Upon  a  Peticon  from  John  Shippshaven  to  his 
Honor  the  Go  :  for  a  piece  of  Wast  Land  near  some  other  Land 
which  he  hath  jiurchased,  being  his  only  passage  from  thence  into 
the  Wood.  The  Governor  hath  granted  the  same  (if  as  alledged) 
and  to  be  Surveyed  in  order  to  a  Pattent.  Your  Certificate  where- 
of will  be  requested  :  Ui)ou  another  Peticon  to  his  Honor  from 
John  Vine  that  he  may  Officiate  as  Sheriff  at  the  Whore  Kill  and 
Precincts.  The  Governor  returned  the  following  Answer  Upon  Se- 
curity and  Courts  Choice  allowed  and  Confirmed  for  the  Year  as  the 
Court  is  Upon  a  Letter  or  Address  of  W'"  Clark  from  yo"'  Place  to 
the  Governo'  concerning  the  uncertainty  of  the  Surveyor's  Fees  in 
the  s"  Parts.  It  is  his  Hono"  Order  that  the  i)rice  of  Surveys  be  at 
the  Whore  Kill  &c  as  in  Virginia  &  ]SIaryland  Money  or  Value. 
There  is  yet  one  Thing  I  have  in  Charge  to  Acquaint  you  from  his 
Honour  which  is  an  unadvised  Act  of  M-^  Gmlaine  Verplank  one  of 
the  Magistrates  of  this  Citty  in  taking  an  Oath  here  of  William 
Taylor  the  pretended  Surveyor  concerning  severall  Fees  by  him 
claymed  for  Surveying  at  the  Whore  Kill  the  which  are  likewise 
said  to  be  demanded  by  Cap'  Cant  well  that  Employed  him  The 
Magistrates  in  this  City  havmg  nothing  to  do  in  any  other  Parts  of 
the  Government  out  of  their  Precints,  he  being  likewise  one  of  the 
Youngest  Aldermen  and  the  s'*  Oath  being  taken  contrary  to  Law 
you  are  to  take  no  Cognizance  of  it  any  more  then  if  never  taken 
&  by  no  means  to  admit  it  in  proof  or  Evidence  for  the  s'^  Taylor. 
I  have  nothing  f  urtlier  but  am 

Yours, 

MA:  NICOLLS. 
To  the  Magistrates  of  the  Whore  Kill,  New  York  June  6"'  1679. 

The  above  is  a  Letter  sent  by  Order  from  the  Governo""  to  the 
Magistrates  of  the  Whore  Kill. 
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THE  GOVERNOR'tS  LETTER  TO  THE  COURT  AT 
NEWCASTLE  IN  DELAWARE. 


New  Yokke  June  10'"  1679. 

Gentlemen  :  I  received  your's  of  the  4'"  Instant  Exclaiming  in 
an  unusual  straine  (among  Equalls)  upon  a  Su])Osition  of  my  having 
Impro])erly  heard  and  remitted  a  Fine  of  Jacob  Vanderveere  in  a 
Case  between  M'  Ilarwood  &  liim  determined  by  you  &c  at  wliich 
I  was  very  much  surprized  Tliis  is  to  left  you  Icnow  y'  as  I  liave 
always  been  Careful  in  every  res])ect  to  Upliold  the  Autliority  & 
Honour  of  Courts  &  not  to  Intrude  or  Intrencli  on  any  It  is  strange 
you  shou'd  think  me  so  stupid  or  unjust  as  not  to  l)ear  or  Act  in  my 
Imediate  Station  it  your  diverse  Proceedings  in  Orders  in  the  Cases 
of  Domine  Carbus  &  Jacob  A' andermeer  particularly  the  latter 
being  extraordinary  tlio'  afore  unresolved  I  do  now  upon  your 
second  Letter  direct  and  Order  that  your  Clark  or  some  other  in 
your  behalf  togetlier  w"'  Harwood  &  Yanderveer  repair  &  attend 
here  for  a  liearing  of  s"'  Cases  you  mention  to  Satisfy  yourselves  and 
otiiers  in  every  i)art  of  your  said  Letters  and  tliat  tho'  it  hath  not 
been  Latly  it  is  no  wrong  if  Rehearings  be  from  you  as  well  as  other 
Subordinate  Courts  though  for  the  meanest  Subject  when  I  also  de- 
sire your  exi)laining  to  be  satisfied  what  you  meant  by  Your  (if  to 
be  Continued  and  to  be  better  maintain'd  not  knowing  but  what 
you  have  to  the  uttermost    I  am 

Y'  Affectionate  Friend 

E:  A: 
For  the  Magistrates  or  Court  of  Newcastle  in  Delaware. 

Ex"^  by  me 

M :  N  :  Seer. 


A  WARR'  TO  M'  PHILIP  POCOCK  SURVEY^  TO  LAY  OUT 
LANDS  AT  DELAWARE  FALLS. 


S"'  Edmond  Andross  Kn'  &c. 

Upon  the  Aplication  of  several  i)ersons  lately  come  out  of  Eng- 
land destitute  of  Land  desiring  to  be  Supply'd  with  some  below  the 
Falls  of  Delaware  River  on  the  West  side  I  do  hereby  Appoint  & 
Authorize  M'  Philip  Pocock  Surveyor  for  to  Survey  and  Lay  out 
Tracts  of  Land  in  said  Place  for  such  ])roportionable  to  the  Hands 
they  liave  from  the  River  into  the  Woods  a  Mile  or  more  as  is  prac- 
tised in  the  River  &  in  Maryland  &  Like  Fees  as  in  Maryland  due  re- 
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gai-d  bein^  liad  to  tho  Price  of  Tobiicco  or  other  Payments  in  the 
respective  Places  &  to  make  due  Returns  of  such  Surveys  for  the 
Confimation 
Given  nnder  my  liaud  &  Seale  in  New  Yorke  the  8'''  day  of  July 

1679. 

E  :  A  :  [a  Seale] 

Ex'  bv  me 

M  :  JJ  :  Sec-- 


A  COMISSION  POR  JAMES  NEVILL  WILLIAM  PENTOM 
&c  TO  BEE  JUSTICES  AT  SALEM. 


S'  Edmund  An  duos,  Kn'  &c 

By  vertue  of  tlie  Authority  derived  unto  mee  I  do  hereby  Consti- 
tute Appoint  and  in  his  Ma"''  Name  Autliorize  you  James  Nevill 
William  Penton  Richard  Gay  Edward  Broadway  Edward  Ward 
and  Richard  Hancocke  to  be  Overseers  Selectmen  or  Comissioners 
on  the  East  side  of  New  Jersey  on  Delaware  River  at  Elsinburgh 
in  Verckens  Kill  or  llogy;  Creek  comonly  called  Salem  or  Swamp 
Towne  and  Parts  adjacent  tor  One  Year  or  further  Order  amongst 
the  New  Comers  there  and  if  any  dispute  or  difference  happen  to 
arise  among  them  and  old  Inhabitants  of  those  Parts  that  then  ^SP 
Fopiie  Outhout  who  hath  been  an  Antient  Inhabitant  there  &  is 
now  one  of  the  Justices  at  Newcastle  have  Notice  thereof  who  is 
Authorized  upon  such  Occasion  to  be  one  of  the  Court  and  being 
there  is  to  preside  and  you  and  any  four  of  you  to  keep  a  Court  as 
a  Town  or  Cori)oration  Quarterly  or  oftner  if  occasion  to  Appoint 
or  Authorize  one  or  more  Constables  and  to  allow  or  cause  to  be 
laid  out  lifting  Proportions  of  Land  for  present  Improvement  in 
any  fit  place  not  aforetaken  up  and  Improved,  the  same  being  duly 
Purchased  and  to  hear  and  determine  all  Matters  not  Extending  to 
Life  Limb  or  Member  or  Exceeding  Five  Pounds  above  which  to 
Admit  an  Appeal  to  the  Court  of  Justices  at  Newcastle  and  accord- 
ingly to  Act  in  any  matter  according  to  Law  and  former  Practice. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Sealed  with  the  Seale  of  the  Province 
in  New  Y^ork  the  2G'"  day  of  October  in  the  31^'  Y^ear  of  his  Ma"''' 
Reigne  Anog  Domini  1679. 

E:  ANDROS. 

Examined  by  mee. 

MATTHIAS  NICOLLS  Sec^ 
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HIS  ROYALL  HIGHNESSE  COMISSION  TO  CAP'  JOHN 

LEWIN. 


James  Duke  of  York  and  Albany  &c. 

To  John  Leioin  Gentlemen  &c. 

Know  Yee  tbiit  I  reposing  Great  Trust  and  Confidence  in  your 
Integrity  and  Ability  liave  appointed  and  by  these  presents  do  Au- 
tliorize  and  Appoint  you  to  be  my  Aijent  and  Servant  in  New  York, 
and  Albany,  and  other  my  Lands  and  Territories  in  America,  And 
therefore  you  are  with  tlie  first  Opjtortunity  of  Shii)pin'^-  bound  for 
those  Parts  to  take  your  Passajje  to  New  York,  and  upon  your  ar- 
rivall  there  you  are  Ijy  all  sjood  and  reasonable  ways  and  nieaues  to 
apply  yourself  to  entiuire  and  find  out  all  the  Estate  Rent  Reve- 
nues Profits  and  Perqulsits  which  in  any  sort  do  of  right  belong 
and  appertain  to  me  and  arise  in  any  of  these  Places  «fc  to  examin 
all  Books  Papers  Records  and  other  Matters  relateing  thereunto 
And  to  that  end  I  do  hereby  Autliorize  and  Imjwwer  you  to  demand 
ask  and  receive  of  and  from  all  and  every  of  my  Ollicers  &  Servants 
or  any  others  imi)loyed  in  any  Places  of  Trust  belonging  unto  me, 
all  Books  Papers  writings  Records  Registers  Accounts  and  all  other 
Things,  which  may  tend  to  the  Discovery  or  Manifesting  thereof, 
and  I  do  hereby  require  and  comand  all  my  said  Ofiicers  and  others 
employed  in  any  such  Places  and  Trust  to  produce  and  sliow  unto  you 
and  to  suffer  you  to  have  the  free  and  full  use  of  tliem  so  often  and 
so  long  as  you  shall  think  fit  and  have  Occasion  for  the  Same  And  I 
do  also  further  Authorize  impower  and  require  you  in  a  more  es- 
pecial maner  to  inquire  and  find  out  wlietJier  the  free  Trade  of  any 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  those  Places  or  any  Merchants  trading  thither 
now  is  or  hath  been  lately  obstructed  or  hindred  and  l)y  what 
meanes  the  same  hath  been  so  obstructed  or  hindred  and  how  such 
Obstructions  may  be  removed  and  how  and  by  what  methods  the 
Trade  and  Traders  in  tiiose  Parts  may  be  encouraged  and  encreased 
It  being  my  real  Intention  and  Desire  to  encourage  and  advance 
the  Ease  Benefit  and  Advantage  of  Trade  and  The  Merchants  and 
Inhabitahts  there  And  for  the  better  Executing  of  tliis  Trust,  which 
I  have  reposed  in  you  I  do  require  you  to  Observe  and  follow  such 
Directions  and  Instructions  as  you  shall  herewith  receive. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  at  Windsor  the  24"^  day  of  May 

16S0. 

[Scale.]  JAMES. 

By  Comand  of  his  R:  IP 

JO  WERDEN. 
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A  COMISSION  TO  JOHN  MOLL   PETER  ALRICKS  &c  TO 

BE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  PExVCE  OF  NEWCASTLE 

IN   DELAWARE  &   DEPENDENCES. 


S'  Edmund  Andros  Kn'  &c. 

By  virtue  of  the  Authority  derived  unto  me  I  do  hereby  in  his 
Ma"'''  Name  Constitute  Appoint  and  Authorize  you  M'  John  Moll, 
M--  Peter  Alricks,  W  Gerritt  Otto  M'"  Johanes  de  Haes  &  M-"  Wil- 
liam Temple  to  be  Justices  of  the  Peact'  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  New- 
castle in  Delaware  &  Dependences  and  any  three  or  more  of  you  to 
be  a  Court  of  Juridicature  Giving  you  and  every  of  you  full  power 
to  Act  in  the  s''  Employni'  according  to  Law  and  the  Trust  rei)osed 
in  you  of  which  all  Persons  are  to  take  Notice  and  give  you  that 
due  Resjiect  and  Obedience  belonging  to  your  Places  in  the  Dis- 
charging your  Dutys  This  Comission  to  be  of  force  for  the  space  of 
One  whole  Year  from  the  date  hereof  or  till  further  Order. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  of  the  Province  in  New  Yorke 
this  28"^  day  of  May  in  the  23"'  Yeare  of  liis  Majestys  Reigne  Anog 
Domini  1680. 

A  Comission  of  the  same  date  to  M'  Otto  Earnest  Cock,  M'  Irael 
Helme  M''  Henry  Jones  M''  liansa  Cock  &  M'  George  Browne  to  be 
.fustices  of  the  Peace  in  the  Jurisdicon  of  Upland  Court  or  County 
in  Delaware  River  &  Dependences. 

A  Comission  of  tlie  former  date  to  M"^  Francis  Whitwell  M"^  John 
Hillyard  M-^  Robert  Hart  &  M"^  Edw'  Pack  to  be  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  tlie  Jurisdicon  of  the  County  of  S'  Jones  in  Delaware  Bay 
and  Dependences  the  same  to  begin  from  the  Soutii  side  of  Duck 
Creeke  so  to  extend  to  the  North  side  of  Cedar  Creeke. 

A  Comission  of  tlie  former  date  to  M''  Luke  Whatson  M"^  John 
Roades  M"^  Jolm  Kippsliaven  M'  Otto  Woolgast  and  M'  AVilliam 
Clarke  to  be  Justices  of  the  Peace  at  tiie  Whore  Kill  and  Depen- 
dences the  said  Court  to  begin  at  the  Southside  of  Cedar  Creeke  and 
so  to  go  downwards. 


AN    ORDER    TO    EPHRIAM   HARMAN    TO    HAVE    THE 

LAND  FORMERLY  GRANTED  UNTO  JOHN  MORGAN 

&  JOHN  DENY  SINCE  DECEASED. 


By  the  Governor. 

Whereas  there  were  two  Pattents  heretofore  granted  unto  John 
Morgan  &  John  Deny  for  three  hundred  Acres  of  Land  apiece  lying 
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on  ttie  Westside  of  Delaware  lliver  towards  the  Moutli  thereof  be- 
tween the  Land  of  Mori  is  Liston  &  Duck  Creek  the  same  having 
never  been  Improved  &  the  Persons  dead  to  whom  the  s"  Pattents 
were  granted  Upon  Application  of  M"^  Ephraim  Harman  that  he 
may  have  the  s^  two  pieces  of  Land  Engageing  to  make  present  Im- 
provem'  thereon  according  to  Law  I  do  liereby  Grant  the  Same  to 
be  Confirmed  unto  him  by  Patent  when  the  old  Patents  shall  be  de- 
livered in. 

Given  under  my  hand  in  New  York  this  1"'  day  of  June  Anog 
Domini  1680. 


AN  ORDER  TO  LANSA  COCK  TO  HAVE  THE  LAND 

FORMERLY   GRANTED   UNTO    JOHN   ASHMAN 

JUN^  AND  SAM'  JACKSON  SliNCE  DECE-^. 


By  the  Governor. 

Whereas  there  were  heretofore  two  Pattents  granted  unto  John 
Ashman  Jun'  and  Samuel  Jackson  for  a  Piece  of  Land  lying  on  the 
Westside  of  Delaware  River,  &  on  the  Northside  of  Duck  Creeke 
containing  Six  Hundred  Acres  the  same  having  never  been  Im- 
proved and  the  Partyes  dead  to  whom  the  s"^  Pattents  were  granted 
Upon  Application  of  M"^  Lansa  Cock  that  he  may  have  the  s"*  two 
Parcells  of  Land  Engageing  to  make  present  Improvement  thereon 
according  to  Law  I  do  hereby  Grant  the  same  to  be  Confirmed  unto 
him  by  Patteut  wlien  the  old  one  shall  be  delivered  up  from  out  of 
the  hands  of  Cap'  Cantwell  who  is  hereby  Ordered  so  to  do  the  s** 
Lansa  Cock  paying  all  past  Charges  and  Arrearesof  Quitt  Rent  due. 

Given  under  my  Hand  in  New  Yorke  this  1*'  of  June  Anog  Domini 
1680. 


WARRANT  TO  CAP'  EDMUND  CANTWELL  TO 
SUMONS  JACOB  YOUNG  BEFORE  THE 
GOVERNOR 


By  the  Governour. 

Whereas  Jacob  Young  hath  presumed  to  Treat  with  the  In- 
dyans  within  this  Governm'  w"'out  any  Authority  to  the  Disturb- 
ance thereof  and  may  be  of  dangerous  Consequence  These  are  in  his 
Ma'*''^  Name  to  require  you  to  Sumons  the  s'^  Jacob  Young  forthwith 
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to  make  his  persoiiall  Ai)()eaiance  before  me  and  my  Councell  to 
Answer  to  what  shall  be  objected  against  him  on  that  behalf  Here- 
of you  are  not  to  faile. 

Given  under  my  hand  in  New  Yorke  this  12"'  day  of  June  1680. 

E:ANDROS. 

To  Capt'  Edmund  Cantwell  Slieriff  of  Newcastle  on  Delaware. 


A  SPE(^JAL  WARR'  TO  M^  EPHRAIM  HERMAN  TO  BE 
SURVEYOR  FOR  NEWCASTLE  IN  DELAWARE  & 
PRECINCTS  AND  S^  JONES  AND  DEPENDENCES. 


S''  Edmund  Andkos  Kn'  &c. 

Whereas  M'  Pliilip  Pocock  late  Surveyor  at  Newcastle  and 
Precincts  is  lately  deceased  I  do  hereby  Appoint  and  Authorize  you 
M''  Ephraim  Harman  to  be  Surveyor  for  the  said  Newcastle  and 
Precincts  as  also  for  S'  Jones  and  Dependences  to  Survey  and  lay 
out  Lands  as  a  Surveyor  ought  to  do  in  any  place  not  duly  taken  uj) 
according  to  such  Warrants  as  you  shall  from  time  to  time  Receive 
from  myself  or  ujion  extraordinary  Occasions  for  tlie  Benefittof  the 
Place  to  fitt  Persons  as  shall  a])ply  for  tlie  same  of  which  to  make 
due  returns  to  tlie  Secretarys  Office  at  New  Yorke  according  to  Law 
and  for  so  doinc:  this  shall  be  your  Warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Scale  at  Elizabeth  Town  in  New  Jer- 
sey this  12'"  day  of  June  1680. 


A   PATTENT   FOR   A    PARCELL   OF    LAND   ON    THE 

WEST  SIDE  OF  DELAWARE  BAY  GRANTED 

TO  PETER  GRONENDIKE. 


Dat  30  December  16S0. 
S'  Edmund  Anduos,  Kn*^  &c. 

Wheras  there  is  a  certain  ^cell  of  Land  called  or  known  by  the 
Name  of  Newsevenhoven  scittuate  lying  and  being  on  the  West 
side  of  Delaware  Jiay  and  on  tlie  North  side  of  a  Creek  called  Mur- 
tlier  Creek  the  w"  by  vertue  of  a  Warrant  from  the  Court  at  the 
Whore  Kill  was  Surveyed  and  laid  out  for  Peter  Gronendike  the 
said  Land  beginning  at  a  Red  Oak  standing  by  a  Marsh  Side  pro- 
ceeding from  a  Branch  separating  this  from  the  Land  of  Jonathan 
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Hopkins  and  runinj?  from  tlie  said  Red  Oak  North  and  by  West  One 
bund.;ed  and  tive  Perches  into  a  Point  near  unto  the  afores"  Mur- 
ther  Creek  and  from  said  Point  ru.iing  North  West  and  bv  North 
one  hundred  and  five  Perclies  unto  a  Markt  White  Oak  and  from 
thence  West  North  West  into  the  Woods  Three  inindred  and 
twenty  Perches  unto  a  White  Oak  standing  by  a  Meado^v'  and  from 
thence^South  houtli  East  Tnvo  hundred  Perches  unto  a  Markt  Po„- 
lar  and  from  thence  East  North  East  Tin-ee  liundred  and  twenty 
Perches  unto  the  tirst  bounded  Red  Oake  containing  in  all  Four 
Hundred  and  tliirteen  Acres  of  Land.  As  by  y=  Return  of  y"  Sur- 
veycr  doth  and  niay  appear  Now  Know  Yee  &c.  Quitt  rent  foure 
Bushells  Wmter  Wlieat  to  be  paid  at  tlie  Whore  Kills. 


Att  a  Generall  Court  of  Assizes  holden  in  the  Citty  of  New  Yorke 
oV'^r  ^K'  Authority  begining  the  sixth  day  of  October  in  the 
31  1  ear  of  the  Reigne  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  Charles  the  Second 
by  the  Grace  of  God  of  England  Scotland  France  and  Ireland 
Kmg  Defender  of  the  faitli  &c.  and  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1680 
PRESENT-The  Right  Hono^"-  S^  Edmund  Andros  Kn'  Gover^ 

Cap'  Mathias  Nicolls  -j 

Caji'  William  Dyre 

M'  Fred.  Flipson  of  the  Councell 

M-^  William  Darvall 

M'  Stoph.  Courtland  J 

M-^  Francis  Rumbout  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  Yorke 

M-^  William  Beckeman         ] 

M^  Thomas  Lewis 

M^  Peter  Jacobs  ^  Alderm"  of  tiie  same  Citty 

M' Golyiie  Ver  Plauke 


M"^  Samuel  Wilson 

Cap'  Richard  Betts  High  Sheriff  of  Yorksheir  on  Long 

Island. 
M-^  John  Tapping  ~|  t    ^• 

M--  Isaac  Arnold  •^"'*''''  «^  ^he  Peace  for 

M^  John  Woodall  "'^  ^''^"^  ^^^^i"?  ^^  York- 

M^  Jonas  Wood  J     ''"'^  °^^  ^^^"^  I«la»d. 

-Major  Thomas  Willett  One  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 

for  y"  No'"  Rydi*-' 
Cap'  James  Hubert  ^  , 

Cap'  Elbert  Elbertson  (Justices  of  the  Peace  for 

Cap'  John  Palmer  }     ^^'^  ^^'  ^^^  l^.vding. 

M''  Andrews  Teller  )  ,,, 

M'-  Cornelvs  Vandyke  f  <^omissarys  of  Albany. 

40— Vol.  V. 
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Cap'  Thomas  Delavall  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Esopus. 

M''  William  Lawrence 

M""  John  Offdon. 

M'  Isaac  Whitehead 

M'  Thomas  Johnson 

M""  John  Ward 

M"^  Samuel  Moore 

John  Martin 

Cap'  John  Browne 

M'  Isicholas  Bayard 

Cap'  Thomas  Suaswell         |  j^^^.^^^  ^^  ^j^^  p^^^^  ^^^ 

M^  Nicholas  Browne  J     New  Jersey. 

M"'  Joseph  Parker  ' 

Cap'  John  Gardner  Chief  Justice  of  Nantuckett. 

,,     ,  ^,  T       4-^  "i  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 

Cap'  Ceasar  Kuapton  I     .,     ■     ■ ,  ,      -r^     , 

-irr  T  1     -iir    4-  i     Peniquid     and      Parts 

M"^  John  West  i     -r-     ^         , 

y     Eastward. 

The  Court  being  Opened  and  called  over  with  Constables  who  at- 
tended on  the  Court  and  Sylence  being  Comanded  they  proceeded 
to  Try  the  Causes  following. 
John  Steavens  Appeal" 
John  Richardson  Defend' 

An  Apiieale  from  a  Verdict  at  Judgment  given  at  the  Co''  of  the 
Whore  Kill  in  February  IQU  for  the  Def  for  Title  of  L;ind  called 
Willingbrook,  first  Surveyed  for  Seated  and  Improved  by  tl.e  Def 
upon  full  hearing  of  proceedings  of  said  Court  and  what  cou'd  be 
Alleadged  by  both  Partys  their  Evidences  and  Proofs  The  Court 
Conhrme  the  said  Judgment  and  that  the  Leferd'  have  and  enjoy 
all  the  Land  he  hath  Seated  and  Improved  w'"  y  Buildings  thereon 
the  Appeal'  to  pay  Costs. 


Att  a  Generall  Court  of  Assizes  holden  in  the  City  of  New  Yorke 
the  5"'  and  6'"  dayes  of  October  By  his  Ma""  Authority  in  tlie  thirty 
third  Yeare  of  the  Reigne  of  our  Sovereigne  Lord  Charles  tlie  Sec- 
ond by  the  Grace  of  God  of  England  Scotland  France  and  Ireland 
King  Deffender  of  the  Faith  &c  And  in  the  Yeare  of  our  Lord 
168L 
Present— Cap'  Anthony  Brockholls  Comander  in  Chief. 

M'  Frederick  Phillips  (  ^^  ^^^  Councell. 

M'  Steavanus  Van  Courtlandt    \ 

M'  W""  Beakeman  Deputy  Mayor  of  the  Citty  of  New 
Yorke. 
And  sev'  Aldermen  of  the  s"*  City  the  High  Shiffe  of  Yorkshire 
Long  Island  &  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  y"  East  North  &  West 
Ridings  ^sent  &c. 
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Peter  Groeiidyke  Appeiil' 
John  Vines  Defend' 

An  Appeale  from  a  Verdict  and  Judgment  obtained  by  the  Def 
against  the  Appeal^  at  a  Court  held  at  Deale  for  tlie  Towne  and 
County  of  Ueale  the  14  and  15  dayes  of  June  last  i)ast  on  an  Accon 
Comenced  by  the  Ai)peal'  ag^  the  Def  as  Sherriffe  for  Refusall  to 
give  him  Satisfaction  for  an  Execution  by  him  Levyed  on  the  Es- 
tate of  John  Avery  according  to  an  Order  of  the  Govemour  and 
Councell  and  Neglecting  to  Perform  his  Office  and  Duty  therein 
which  the  Def  Pleaded  he  had  done  according  to  Law.  Proceedings 
of  said  Court  with  several  Deposicons  Read  and  Partyes  fully  heard 
and  matter  debated  The  Court  give  tl)eir  Judgment  that  the 
Def^  as  Siierrifte  has  fully  performed  his  Office  and  Duty  tlierein 
Therefore  Contirme  the  said  Judgment  given  at  Deale  Court  The 
Appeal-  to  Pay  all  Costs. 

M'  John  Moll  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  President  of  the  Court  at 
Newcastle  being  called  to  Answer  to  an  Indictment  Exhibitted 
against  him  by  one  Abram  Mann  for  severall  AVords  and  Exi)res- 
sions  by  him  said  to  be  uttered  and  spoken  in  Court  and  at  other 
Times  To  which  the  said  Jolm  Moll  i)leaded  not  G  uilty  and  a  Jury 
being  Impanelled  and  Sworne  with  several  Evidences  tiiey  brought 
in  their  Verdict  and  found  him  Guilty  of  Speaking  the  Words  men- 
tioned in  the  first  and  second  Articles  and  of  Denying  Execution 
when  demanded  menconed  in  the  fourth  Article  and  for  the  rest  not 
Guilty  the  which  the  Court  taking  into  Consideration  Do  Adjudge 
the  said  Indictment  to  be  illegal  and  vexatious  and  that  the  said 
John  Moll  by  what  lound  against  him  is  not  Guilty  of  any  Crime  or 
Breach  of  any  known  Law  Tlierefore  do  Acquitt  the  said  John  Moll 
from  the  same  and  Order  the  said  Abram  Mann  to  Pay  the  Costs  of 
Court.  The  said  Mann  moved  for  an  Apiieale  for  England  which 
is  granted  he  giving  sufficient  Security  to  the  value  of  One  Thou- 
sand Pounds  to  Prosecute  the  same  and  Pay  Damage  to  the  Party  if 
lost. 


AN  ORDER  FOR  SHERRIFFS  FEES  IN  DELAWARE 
RIVER. 


By  the  Governok  . 

Being  informed  of  some  Ditference  in  passing  Cap'  Cautwells  the 
High  Sheriffs  of  Delaware  his  Accounts  for  his  Fees  for  Collecting 
the  Assessments  Amerciaments  and  Fines  there  is  allowed  to  the 
Petty  Constable  One  Shilling  High  Constable  Six  Pence  and  tlie 
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Sherr :  Six  pence  in  all  Two  Shillings  !>  Pound  according  to  the  Di- 
rections in  the  Law  which  he  is  to  liave  accordingly  and  no  more 
Notwithstanding  any  grater  Latitude  formerly  given  upon  informa- 
tion contrary  to  Law. 

Given  under  ray  hand  &  tlie  4'"  day  of  October  1G80. 

To  the  Magistrates  of  the  Court  at  Newcastle  in  Delaware  River. 

The  like  to  the  Magistrates  of  tlie  Court  at  Upland  in  Delaware 
River. 


AN  ORDER  TO  FAY  CAP'  CANT  WELL  THE  BALLANCE 
OF  HIS  ACCOUNT  FOR  THE  PUBLICK. 


By  tiik  Govehnor. 

Whereas  by  Accounts  of  Cap'  Edward  Cantwell  Sheriff  of  Del- 
aware tliere  remains  due  to  him  for  Disbursm'  upon  the  Publick 
Account  fifty-nine  Pounds  sixteen  Siiillings  seven  pence  half  peny 
you  are  to  take  care  and  make  Payment  unto  the  s''  Cantwell  for  the 
full  of  the  said  Sum  out  of  Arrears  due  for  Quitt  Rents  from  him- 
self and  others  in  said  River  particularly  for  two  Parcells  of  Land 
in  Ai)poquinemen  of  Eight  liundred  and  Nine  Hundred  Acres  for- 
merly taken  up  and  Patented  by  him  the  Year  One  thousand  Six 
Hundred  Seventy  and  six  and  taken  his  Receit  in  full  for  the  same. 

Given  under  my  hand  in  New  York  the  fourth  day  of  October 
16S0. 

To  M''  Ephraim  Harman  Col'  of  the  Quitt  Rents  at  Delaware. 


A  WARRANT  TO  LAY  OUT  LAND  AT  DELAWARE  FOR 
JOHN  RICHARDSON  AND  JOHN  STEVENS. 


New  York  Octob'ir'^  1680. 
By  the  Governor. 

John  Ricliardson  having  obtained  at  the  Court  of  Assizes  a  Judg- 
m'  for  the  Land  he  hath  Seated  and  Improved  and  having  a  consid- 
erable Number  of  Hands  you  are  to  lay  out  to  him  One  Thousand 
two  Hundred  Acres  of  Land  adjoining  to  his  s'  Improvem'  Enclud- 
ing  the  same  on  direct  Lines  according  to  Regulation  and  likewise 
to  lay  out  to  John  Stevens  One  Thousand  two  Hundred  Acres  ad- 
joining wlio  hath  a  Patent  for  that  Quantity  both  if  ])ossible  to  have 
Benefit  of  the  Water  as  well  as  Land  Roads  And  make  Returns  of 
your  said  Surveys  In  Order  to  Confirmation  according  to  Law. 

E:  A. 
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A    LETTER   TO   TH  K   MAGISTRATES   AND   COURT   AT 
THE  WHORE  KILL  AND  S'  JONES. 


Nk-w  York  the  15"'  of  November  168U. 

Gentlemen  :  Having  received  Orders  and  going  for  England  per 
next  Upon  whiclj  sent  and  Ordered  a  General  Court  or  Meeting  of 
tlie  Justices  to  be  liere  tlie  17"'  Instant  excusing  your  selves  by 
Reason  of  the  Distance  &  Season  of  the  Year  and  Opi)ortunity  and 
Accorap'  by  M'  Clarke)  tliis  is  to  acquaint  you  therewith  and  my  de- 
signed leaving  Cap'  Brockhoies  my  Lieutenant  as  last  Time  in  C6- 
mand  here  without  any  other  Alteracon  Also  that  M'^  John  Lewin 
H  Gentleman  Sent  by  his  Royal  Highn'  is  Arrived  Authorized  to  In- 
spect the  Revenue  as  per  his  Comission  of  whicli  I  Send  you  a  Copy 
to  be  Observed  accordingly,  and  not  doubting  your  prudence  and 
diligent  Care  in  your  Stations  in  all  Publick  Matters  for  the  con- 
tinued Welfare  Quiet  and  Safety  of  your  Parts  wiiich  I  earnestly 
recomend  unto  you  and  is  the  Occasion  of  the  afores"*  Meeting  re- 
maining 

Your  Affecti(mate  Friend 

E:  A. 

The  like  Letter  w'as  Sent  to  the  several  Magistrates  and  Courts  in 
their  respective  Precincts  througliout  the  Governm'. 


A  LETTER  TO  THE  JUSTICES  AND  COURT  AT  THE 
WHORE  KILL. 


New  York  March  30'"  1681. 
Gentlemen  :  I  received  yours  of  the  2P'  Instant  with  a  Com- 
plaint of  sev'  Misdemeano"^'  of  the  Clarke  of  the  Court  for  w''  you 
say  you  were  necessitated  to  turn  him  out  You  had  done  well  had 
you  Sent  the  Cause  hither  before  you  proceeded  to  suspend  him  from 
his  Imploy.  It  being  a  Matter  rather  becoming  the  Power  of  some 
higher  Judicature  and  not  so  fitting  for  yo'selves  who  were  the  Par- 
tys  complaining  or  Accusers  to  jude  of  but  since  you  have  proceeded 
so  farr  I  am  inclinable  to  believe  you  have  not  done  it  without  full 
Examination  and  Satisfaccon  in  the  Truth  of  yo"^  Complaint  and  in 
hopes  of  the  Amendm'  for  the  future  am  willing  to  Pass  it  by  To 
which  I  think  you  have  made  a  good  Step  in  the  Clioice  of  M''  Wil- 
liam Gierke  a  Person  I  judge  capable  enough  of  that  Imjtloy  and 
whom  cou'd  well  approve  of  for  Continuance  were  he  not  a  Member 
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of  yC  Bench  W^''  is  not  practicable  in  any  part  of  this  Govemm" 
however  he  may  officiate  till  further  Order  No  News  but  all  well 
here.    I  am 

Your  Affectionate  Friend 

A:  B: 


AN  ORDER  FOR  THE  MAGISTRATES  AT  DEALE  TO 
SEARCH  FOR  THE  RECORDS. 


By  the  Comander  ix  Chief  : 

Whereas  Complaint  hath  been  made  to  me  that  Cornells  Ver- 
hoof  Notwithstanding  for  several  Misdemeano'^^  he  is  dismissed  from 
being  Clerk  of  the  Court  and  another  appointed  in  his  stead  hath 
and  doth  detain  and  refuse  to  deliver  the  Records  and  Papers  be- 
longing to  the  said  Court  These  are  therefore  in  his  Ma^'*"'  Name  to 
Authorize  &  require  you  to  make  Demand  and  on  his  Refusal  to 
Deliver  to  make  Search  and  Enquiry  for  the  said  Records  and  Papers 
where  you  shall  suspect  the  same  to  be  and  them  if  they  shall  be 
found  to  Deliver  to  "VV"'  Clerk  the  present  Clerk  of  the  Court  and  if 
they  shall  not  be  found  and  on  deuiand  made  the  said  Cornells  Ver- 
hoof  shall  still  refuse  to  deliver  them  to  you.  You  are  to  bind  the 
said  Cornells  Verhoofe  over  to  the  General  Court  of  Assizes  to  An- 
swer the  same  for  which  this  shall  be  your  Warrant 

Given  under  mv  Hand  in  New  Yorke  the  15"^  day  of  August  1681. 

A:  B: 
To  the  Magistrates  Court  and  Sheriff  at  Deale  alias  Whore  Kill 

Delawares. 


SIR  JOHN  WERDEN  TO  WILLIAM  PENN. 


Edinburgh  16  July  (81) 

Sir  :  Two  or  three  daysagoe  y^  Duke  shewed  yo'  letf  to  him  of  y" 
30'*"  June  (if  at  least  June  be  meant  by  4"^")  and  gave  me  his  comands 
to  returne  you  in  answer  w'l  said  to  him  upon  reading  it,  viz' 
First,  y'  whereas  you  seeme  to  complaine  y'  you  had  noe  answer  from 
me,  in  reply  to  some  of  yo""  lett'=  sent  hither  I  did  then  imediatly  con- 
vince both  your  freinds  here,  (particularly  M'"  Barkley  and  M-" 
Keeth)  y'  I  really  did  for  you  all  y'  I  beleived  necessary  for  your 
satisfacon.  and  had  writt  to  y"^  Govern-^of  New  Yorke  (S""  Edm'^  An- 
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dros)  to  the  purposes  y-  you  desired,  y''  is,  to  informs  him  of  yo''  pat- 
tent  of  Pensilvania,  and  to  desire  all  necessary  ord"  from  him  to 
facilitate  yo'  quiett  takeins?  possession  thereof ;  and  y  both  yo''  s^ 
freinds  appeared  satisfyed  w"*,  and  promised  me  to  give  you  an  ace' 

of  illl. 

As  to  yo'  fresh  proposition  to  y"  Duke  repeated  in  y*  last  Ire  viz' 
that  his  R"  II'  would  conferr  on  you  y'  rest  of  w'  he  possesseth  in 
and  about  Newcastle  on  Delaware  River,  und'  certaine  condicons 
and  limitacons,  such  as  you  tliinke  fitt  to  offer :  I  told  your  freinds 
y°,  w'  I  now  repeate  to  you,  y*  the  Duke  was  not  pleased  to  come  to 
any  resolution  as  yet  in  y'  particular,  and  I  doe  not  find  y'  His  R" 
H'  hath  altered  his  thoughts  therein. 

Yo'  last  request,  for  a  letf"  to  the  Govern'  of  New  Yorke  y'  you 
may  have  quiet  possession  is  in  effect  already  answered  and  graunted: 
But  whereas  you  mencon  in  y'  Ire,  isles  y'  lye  about  Newcastle  in 
Delaware  River,  I  must  take  notice  to  y'  y  is  quite  a  new  proposall, 
haveing  (as  I  b3lieve)never  heard  you  mencon  Isles  (in  y' river)till  now 
neitiier  had  I  ever  any  comands  from  y^  Duke  touching  the  passing 
of  y"  to  you.  But  all  along  have  believed  y'  the  River  it  selfe  (that 
is  y=  shoare  of  it)  was  to  be  your  East  Boundary,  and  I  believe  you 
will  find  the  words  of  your  pattent  y'  describe  your  Boundaryes  to 
import  noe  more,  soe  as  if  any  gen*'  words  afterwards  have  isles  in- 
serted amongst  y""  'tis  w'  I  cannot  say  any  thing  for,  neither  can  I 
judge  how  far  such  an  enumeracon  of  particulars  can  include  any 
more  then  y-  genera"  Boundaryes  doe. 

I  hope  you  will  p'ceive  by  y'  cleare  answer  as  well  as  W  you  reflect 
on  all  y-  progress  of  y'  businesse  that  I  have  beene  and  am  willing 
to  comply  w'  all  your  conveniences  as  tar  as  I  have  authority  from 
y"  Duke  my  R''  Mast'  soe  to  doe,  and  I  assure  you  y'  I  doe  very  heart- 
ily wish  you  good  success  in  jour  American  voyadge,  as  being  &° 

To  W-"  Penn  Esq'  &= 


SIR  JOHN  WERDEN  TO  SIR  ALLEN    APSLEY. 


Edinburgh  8  Aug"  (81) 
Sir  :  I  send  you  here  inclosed  (by  the  Dukes  comand)  a  copy  of 
a  Ire  w"''  I  reC^  on  last  Saturday  night  late  w'=''  the  Duke  hath  seene) 
as  alsoe  the  inclosed  from  y'  Duke  for  Lieuten'  Brockholes.  In  case 
you  (w'^L"*  Hyde  and  Co" :  Legge  and  w""  else  you  please,  but  espe- 
cially y-  Dukes  Councell  or  other  able  advice  in  Law)  shall  approve 
of  its  being  sent,  and  then  it  is  to  be  dispatched  away  by  the  first 
opportunity.    But  if  you  thinke  it  not  fitt  to  be  sent,  then  the  Duke 
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expects  you  should  assooiie  as  possible  send  Iiim  all  yo""  opinions,  w' 
is  fitt  tor  him  to  doe  in  this  matter.  You  may  remember  how  often 
you  have  heard  w'  tlie  consequences  would  be  of  y'^  late  releases  to 
y  Quakers  and  S'  Geo.  Carterett  of  New  Jersey,  viz'  the  certaine 
losse  of  the  trade  and  revenue  of  New  York,  and  (thou^li  at  p''sent 
y*  losse  seemes  a  little  hastened  by  the  oversight  of  the  Offic*  of  the 
Customes  or  scruples  of  y  Lieuten'^  there)  I  believe  you  will  find  y 
inconvenience  could  not  be  long  prevented.  For  supposeing  it  to 
be  in  y''  Dukes  power  lawfully  to  impose  Customes  for  tlie  future 
(w'''  in  complyance  to  S'  W'"  Jones  his  opinion,  I  begin  to  doubt)  as 
not  haveing  any  stronger  reasons  to  believe  it  now  then  those  w''  he 
overruled ;  yet  it  is  most  i)robable  if  the  Duke  doe  make  use  of  y' 
legall  authority,  it  will  in  a  short  time  be  of  noe  other  effect  y"  to 
ruine  New  York,  by  driveing  all  the  inhabitants  from  tlience,  only 
crosse  y"  river  to  New  Jersey  where  they  may  trade  freely  without 
being  lyable  to  any  such  publique  paym^" 

But  I  have  said  enough  of  y'  business  unlesse  I  was  better  in- 
structed in  it ;  for  except  y'  Ire  from  Lieuten'  Brockholes,  I  have 
not  had  any  of  a  long  time  ;  not  one  from  M'^  Lewen  ever  since  his 
departure,  W''  (as  I  remember)  was  about  y  time  last  yeare. 

I  add  therefore  biit  one  woid  more,  and  y'  is,  to  put  you  in  mind 
y'  all  possible  dispatch  is  necessary  in  y'  affayre,  if  you  i)retend  to 
any  share  of  y^  customes  y^  yeare ;  for  already  many  of  y'=  goods  are 
imported  there,  and  about  October  or  November  (at  farthest)  all  y 
Beaver  and  peltry  wilbe  exported  from  thence.    I  am  &c. 

To  S''  Allen  Apsley  Kn'  Trear  and  Ilec'  Gen"  to  his  R"  H" 


HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESSE  ORDER  FOR  THE  CONTINU- 
ANCE OF  ALL  JUSTICES  AND  MAGISTRATES  TILL 
FURTHER  ORDER. 


EDINlUTKGn  27"^  Aug'  16S1. 
Lieutenant  Brockholls:  Being  Informed  that  most  if  not 
all  the  Comissions  of  the  Peace  and  Magistrates,  in  the  City  and 
Province  of  New  York,  and  Dependancies,  do  expire  er'e  long,  I  do 
therefore  hereby  signify  to  you,  that  the  present  Justices  and  Mag- 
istrates, are  to  continue  in  the  Exercise  of  their  respective  Func- 
tions untill  further  Order,  And  in  case  of  any  want  of  them  by  Death 
or  otherwise  their  Places  to  be  supply'd  (from  time  to  time)  by  you 
and  the  Council. 

/  I  am 

Your  loving  Friend 

JAMES. 
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These  following  Accounts  Recorded  for  M^  Philip  Wells  in  be- 
half of  S'  Edmund  Andros. 

Nkw  York  Anno  1681.  August  21'" 
Account  of  Debtors  standing  out  &c  for  Account  of  his  Royal 
Highuesse  James  Duke  of  Yoik  &c  (among  otlier  Articles  in  said 
account  of  out  standing  Debts  to  his  Royal  Highness  is  the  follow- 
ing one.) 

For  Quitt  rents  at  Delaware,  Ephraim  Hermans  is  to  give  Ac- 
count of. 


A   LETTER  FROM  CAP'  BROCKHOLLS  TO  THE  MAGIS- 
TRATES AiND  COURT  AT  NEWCASTLE. 


New  York  November  21'"  1681. 
Gentlemen  Yo-  of  the  11'"  Instant  received  with  the  Enclosed 
Writemg  about  Abram  Mann  who  you  did  well  to  proceed  against 
but  yo'-  Officers  were  not  so  careful  in  the  Service  of  tlie  Warrant 
as  they  ought  and  not  have  sufCered  so  ill  a  man  so  simply  to  Escape 
however  his  Abuse  and  Offence  being  great  I  have  wrote  to  the 
Governor  of  Pensilvania  that  if  he  abscond  in  any  part  of  that  Gov- 
ermen'  Inquiry  may  be  made  and  he  delivered  to  you  who  if  he  be 
moderate  and  submissive  you  may  bind  over  on  good  Sureties  to 
the  next  General  Court  of  Assizes  to  Answer  the  same  but  if  stub- 
born and  Refractory  Send  him  hither  that'he  may  not  longer  disturb 
the  Peace  and  Quiet  of  your  Parts  which  shall  always  Endeavour 
to  preserve  and  hope  you  will  do  your  Parts  tliat  all  Offenders  in 
the  like  Nature  may  have  their  due  Punishments  and  the  Authority 
of  the  Government  Maintained  and  Supported  Have  nothing  of 
News  nor  further  to  add  but  that  I  am 
Gentlemen 

Yo'  Affectionate  Friend. 

A:  B: 


A  LETTER  FROM  CAP'  BROCKHOLLS  TO  M^  EPHRAIM 

HERMAN. 


New  York  Januarvthe  26'"  1681. 
M""  Ephraim  Harman. 

^  S':  Yo^^  of  tlie  16'"  and  27'"  December  received  and  have  inclosed 
Sent  you  an  Order  for  the  Collecting  and  receiving  the  Quitt  Rents 
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and  Arrears  due  in  Delaware  River  and  Dependancies  as  formerly 
as  well  of  what  was  in  Arrear  for  that  Part  of  the  River  now  called 
Pensilvania  of  which  have  wrote  to  •joverno''  Markham  desireing 
him  to  Assist  you  tlierein  As  to  the  Desire  of  the  Magistrates  to 
join  to  lay  out  the  Twelve  Miles  above  Newcastle  It  is  not  witliin 
their  Cognizance  But  if  necessary  and  desired  here  shall  appoint  as 
may  be  most  projjer.  Am  glad  to  hear  all  is  well  in  your  Parts  and 
hope  will  continue  have  no  later  News  than  what  you  Advise. 
Remain  Yo""  affectionate  Friend, 

A:  B: 


A  WARRANT  FROM  CAP-  BROCKHOLLS  TO  M^  EPHRAIM 

HARM  AN  TO  RECEIVE  THE  QUITT  RENTS 

AT  DELAWARE. 


By  the  Comander  in  Chief. 

Whereas  you  have  been  formerly  ai^pointed  Collector  and  Re- 
ceiver of  the  Quit  Rents  due  in  Delaware  River  and  Dependancies 
and  several  Sums  being  due  and  in  Arrear  for  tlie  same  as  well  in 
that  Part  of  the  River  now  called  Pensilvania  as  the  other  Parts 
thereof.  I  do  therefore  api)oint  autliorize  and  continue  you  to  Col- 
lect gatlier  and  receive  the  same  till  further  Order  remitting  it  to 
me  with  an  Account  thereof  as  often  as  Opportunity.  And  for  so 
doing  tills  shall  be  your  Warrant. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  in  New  York  this  26"'  day  of  Jan- 
uary 16SJ. 

A:  B: 
To  M"^  Ephraim  Herman  Coll  and  Receiver  of  the  Quitt  Rents  iu 

Delaware  River. 


A  LETTER  FROM  CAP^  BROCKHOLLS  TO  THE  GOV- 
ERNOR OF  PENSILVANIA. 


New  York  January  26'"  1681. 
Honor'' S"^:  This  may  Acquaint  you  y'  I  have  Authorized  and 
continued  M"^  Ephraim  Herman  to  be  Collector  and  Receiver  of  the 
Quitt  Rents  due  and  in  Arrear  in  Delaware  River  and  Dependences 
and  being  informed  that  several  Persons  now  under  your  Govern- 
m'  are  in  Arrear  for  the  same.     Do  desire  vour  Favour  &  Assist- 
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ance  to  the  said  Collector  in  thereceit  thereof .  Assuring  you  I  shall 
be  ready  on  all  Occasions  to  Serve  you  in  any  Tiling  in  tliese  Parts 
and  to  hear  of  your  Healtli  and  Pjosperity  and  tlie  Continuance  of 
Neighbourly  Correspondency  much  wished  for  by 
Ilonor*^  S" 

Yo'  affectionate  Friend  &  hum  :  SerV 

A:  B: 


TREATY  OF  PEACE  JiETWEEN  MARYLAND  AND  THE 
FIVE  IROQUOIS  NATIONS. 


The  Propositions  of  the  Hon'  Coll :  Henri/  Coursei/  &  Coll.  Philemon 
Lloyd  Coramissionate  p  the  B'  Hon''"'  Charles  Lord  Baron  of  Balti- 
more &  Proprietary  of  Maryland  in  behalf  of  all  his  Ma'^'  Subjects 
in  Virginia  &  Maryland,  to  the  Nation  of  hidians  called  Sinodo- 
wannes  als  Sinekes,  at  the  Court  House  of  Albany  Aurf  the  3  Anno 
Domini  16S;.\ 

Brethren  :  Wee  are  come  here  from  tlie  R'  Hono''^  the  L"*  Pro- 
prietary of  Maryland  to  treat  with  the  Macquiss,  the  Oneydes,  the 
Onnondages  &  Cojages  about  the  seu"  mischeifs  done  to  us  this  last 
summer  in  Maryland  &  Virginia  l)y  some  of  their  Indians,  but 
wee  are  very  glad  wee  haue  noe  sucli  thing,  to  say  to  you,  But  on 
the  contrary  do  acknowledge  that  you  haue,  faithfully  ke})t  and  ob- 
serued  the  Peace  made  j)  Coll.  Coursey,botli  towards  us  and  all  our 
ffreind  Indians,  and  wee  do  assure  you  that  wee  look  ui)on  you  &  es- 
teem j'ou  as  our  best  friend  for  that  you  oidy  kept  your  Indians  at  home 
from  joining  with  the  other  nations  to  do  us  anyspoiles  or  Mischiefes 
for  W*"  wee  not  only  thank  you,  but  do  now  renew  our  former  Peace 
made  w'''  you  p  Coll.  Coursey,  &  desire  that  the  chain  of  friend- 
ship may  never  rust  or  decay. 

Wee  doe  let  you  know  that  we  haue  seen  the  Proi)ositions  you  last 
made  to  the  Commissaries  of  this  town,  w""'"  wee  hnd  to  be  just  and 
good,  and  we  do  desire  tliat  what  Nation  soever  may  join  together 
against  us,  or  giue  us  cause  to  fall  upon  them,  that  you  will  not  take 
part  w"'  them.  But  that  the  league  and  peace  made  between  you 
and  us,  and  our  ffriend  Indians  may  never  be  broken  but  always 
kept  fresh  in  our  memories  ^  our  Childrens  after  us. 

3. — In  Case  any  Indian  or  Indians  lining  amongst  you  shall  for  the 
future  murder  any  Christian  or  Christians  in  Maryland  or  A'irginia, 
wee  do  expect  that  you  will  cause  him  or  them  to  be  delivered  up  to 
the  1/  Proprietary,  to  be  dealt  withall  according  to  the  Christian 
Law,  and  in  Case  any  Indian  or  Indians  shall  kill  any  iiorses,  Cattle 
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or  IlogS'S^  or  robb  or  stnal  any  tliiiijr  from  us  tliat  you  cause  satis- 
faction to  be  made  to  us  to  the  full  value  thereof. 

4.— Wee  will  as  you  liaue  hitherto  (so  that  you  for  the  future)  keep 
peace  and  ffriendsliip  w"'  the  Piscataway ,  and  all  other  our  Neighbou  r 
Indians  in  ffriemlship  witii  us.  both  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and 
as  you  haue  hitherto  ke])t  back  tlie  Indians,  so  that  you  will  not  for 
the  future  suffer  any  of  your  Troops  to  go  down  into  our  Country 
to  disturb  us,  or  the  Piscatoway  Indian,  or  any  otlier  Indians,  wee 
desire  a  Warr  may  not  ensue,  but  that  notice  may  be  given  thereof, 
and  for  that  end  you  or  any  of  the  great  men  of  your  nation  may 
freely  (and  without  any  fear  or  harm)  come  down  to  the  house  of 
Jacob  Young  living  at  the  head  of  your  Bay  who  shall  haue  order 
&  power  given  him  to  giue  speedy  notice  thereof  to  the  Lord  Pro- 
prietary, so  that  lie  may  come  or  send  Comm"  to  treat  with  you 
whereby  a  right  understanding  may  be  held  betwixt  you  and  us  & 
all  our  Neighbour  Indian  in  ffriendsliip  with  us,  tiiat  the  Chain  of 
ffriendsliip  may  be  kept'brigiit  &  strong,  as  in  this  Government. 

And  now  wee  would  liaue  you  take  notice  that  as  this  is  the  third 
tiuie  Wee  haue  taken  this  long  Journey  to  speak  with  you,  so  wee 
«liall  now  Expect  that  your  great  men  make  one  Journey  into  the 
Borders  of  our  Country  to  the  s'  Jacob  Young's  house  to  treat  with 
the  L''  Proprietary  there,  whereby  he  may  see  you  &  speak  with  you, 
ai.d  you  may  liear  the  peace  continued  from  his  own  mouth,  and 
when  you  appoint  that  you  can  be  there  wee  will  pray  his  Lord''  to 
meet  you  and  bring  with  him  some  of  tlie  Great  men  of  tliose  In- 
dian Nations,  for  wliom  you  haue  formerly  made  Peace,  that  they 
may' renew  &  strenghten  their  Peace  themselves. 

And  to  bind  the  Peace  strong  and  fast  &  lasting  for  the  Canowes, 
als,  the  Piscatowayes,  We  for  them  give  a  Hank  of  Zewant  50 
guilders. 
All  the  Commissaries  present. 

!Z'/)e  viimcs  of  the  Indian  Sachims. 
Adondareicha,  Speaker.  Anobskaheiko 

Degonhondie  Soniadoway 

Kaneendodo  Panotohaio 

Sockkadowanne 
The  Sinodoioannes  or  Sniekes  Answer  to  the  Propositions  of  the  Hon^ 
Coll.  Henri/  Coursey  &  Coll.  Philemon  Lloyd  commission  ate  p  the 
B'  Hon^"  Charles  tfl  Baltimore  &  L''  Proprietors  of  Maryland  on 
the  behalf  of  all  His  Ma''  Subjects  in  Virginia  &  Maryland  in  the 
Couv[t]  House  of  Albany  the  3  day  of  Au^just  1682. 
l-i—We  are  come  here  with  a  good  heart  to  the  house  of  Collier 
(that  is  the  Governor)  where  wee  usually  meet  to  speak  and  haue 
heard  the  Gentlemen  of  Maryland  Propose,  wee  do  keep  our  former 
Covenant  fast  &  inviolable,  and  if  it  should  happen  that  any  should 
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provoke  us  to  turn,  we  shall  not  hearken  unto  them,  but  shall  hold 
fast  the  Covenant  made  \v"'  Coll.  Coursey  as  well  with  the  Chris- 
tians of  Maryland  &  Virginia  as  \v"'  their  ffriend  Indians,  espe- 
cially the  Piscatnway  or  Cachnawayes,  and  are  very  glad  y'  the 
Agents  haue  spoke  so  friendly  w""  us  do  giue  a  Belt  of  Zewant  or 
Peak. 

2. — Hearken  well  to  us.  Wee  are  glad  that  all  is  so  well  with  us, 
and  shall  keep  the  covenant  made  formerly  w"' Coll.  Coursey  in  Col- 
liers house  fast  &  inviolable,  and  do  now  renew  &  confirm  the  same, 
including  your  ffreind  Indians  esi)ecially  the  Piscatowayes  Indians 
in  the  Covenant  Cliain  with  the  Christians  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, and  desire  that  theCiiain  of  the  Covenant  may  never  be  broken 
but  be  kept  clear  &  held  fast  on  both  sides. 

That  are  some  that  haue  done  mischeifs  in  your  Country  but  wee 
are  not  of  that  number  y  do    giue  a  Belt  of  16  deep. 

3. — The  Covenant  that  is  now  renewed  shall  not  be  only  fresh  in 
our  Memoryes.  but  in  the  memories  of  our  childrens  and  childrens 
children  after  us.  w^e  shall  not  only  forbid  y  Indians  of  our  own  na- 
tion but  all  Indians  of  other  Nations  living  amongst  us,  to  break  the 
Covenant,  or  to  do  any  harm  in  yo'  Country,  for  if  any  mischeif  be 
done  by  those  Indians  that  live  amongst  us,  it  would  seem  as  done 
by  ourselves,  for  they  are  under  our  Command  &  must  be  Obedient 
and  are  also  subject  unto  us ;  Wee  haue  done  now  and  when  wee  do 
speak  again  wee  know  the  ])lace  where  wee  shall  speak  and  do  give 
a  Belt  of  Zewant  or  Peak  16  deep. 

The  agents  aforesd  caused  the  Interpreters  to  ask  the  Indians 
what  place  they  meant  where  they  shall  speak.  Answ"'  here  in  this 
place. 

This  is  a  true  Copy  transcribed  from  the  Record  p  mee 

ROB'  BURMAN. 

Present — All  the  Commissaries  of  Albany. 
Interpreted  p  M''  Gerritt  van  Slichtenhorse  &  Aernout  Cornelisse 
VieUe.  assisted  p  Akus  Cornells  formerly  an  Indian. 

The  Propositions  nf  the  Hon''  Coll.  Henry  Coursey  &  Coll.  Philemon 
Lloyd  Agents  for  Maryland  from  the  the  R'  Hon''''  Charles  L''  Baron 
of  Baltemore  L"*  Proprietery  of  Maryland  to  the  Macq\  the  Onnon- 
dages,  the  Oneydes  &  the  Cajouges  in  behalf  of  his  Lo''  aforesd  and 
all  His  3£a"  Subjects  of  Virginia  &  Maryland  in  the  Court  Yard 
of  Albany  the  4"'  day  of  August.  An'  168;.'. 

Wee  are  come  hither  from  the  R'  Hon**'"  the  L"^  Proprietary  of 
Maryland  to  speak  w"'  you ;  and  first  wee  are  commanded  to  tell  you 
that  notwithstanding  y  troops  haue  been  dowm  in  our  Countrey  this 
last  summer,  and  not  only  killed  &  taken  Prisoners,  severall  of  the 
Piscatawav  Indians  our  ffreinds  contrary  to  the  Articles  of  Peace 
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made  with  you  by  Uoll.  Coursey,  but  haue  likewise  killed  our  Horses, 
Cattle  &  Hoff^s,  robbed  our  Houses,  and  at  last  most  cruelly  killed 
Bonie  of  his  Maf  Christian  subjects  whereby  we  were  justly  pro- 
voked to  haue  made  a  warr  upon  you,  and  dispatched  aAvay  our 
Troops  into  your  Country  to  haue  reuenjjed  tiie  seuerall  Mischeifs 
done  to  us,  yet  o- L**  Proprietary  &  fjreat  governo'  did  resolue  to  fol- 
low the  use  &  Custome  of  Christian  nations,  and  that  wee  should 
first  come  here  and  acquaint  their  Sachims  with  it,  and  know  from 
you  wliether  you  do  or  will  allow  of  such  their  wicked  Actions 
(which  if  you  do)  you  must  not  expect  to  line  any  lonjjer  in  peace  or 
enjoy  the  land  in  quiett,  but  that  wee  shall  make  warr  ui)on  you  in 
your  own  Country,  and  wee  doubt  not  in  a  short  time  to  reduce  you 
to  the  same  condicon  &  want,  as  other  Indian  Nations  that  haue 
broke  their  faiths  with  Cliristians,  but  if  you  do  not  allow  their  evill 
actions  then  wee  are  willing  to  hold  «fc  keep  the  peace  w"'  you,  ex- 
pect satisfaction  for  the  evills  done  to  us,  according  as  you  haue 
promised  in  your  answers  to  the  propositions  made  p  Coll.  Coursey 
w^''  being  performed  on  y'  i)art  wee  are  willing  to  renew  the  former 
peace. 

The  Answer  of  the  Macquiss  to  the  propositions  aforesaid  ou  the  4"' 
day  of  Au<f'  16SL'. 
Wee  are  come  here  upon  the  message  of  the  agents  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia  &  are  sorry  wee  were  not  i)resent.  wlien  you  made  your 
proposalls  Yesterday  to  the  Sinekes,  and  when  tliey  gaue  their  an- 
swer, wee  four  nations  are  of  one  mind  as  you  Cliristians  are,  wee 
haue  heard  and  understood  that  which  you  haue  proposed  unto  us : 
You  haue  spoke  of  warr,  let  not  tiiat  come  to  ])ass,  for  our  Indians 
haue  been  drunk  in  their  Capacity,  voyd  of  Understanding  and  out 
of  their  sences,  when  they  committed  that  evill  in  your  country. 
And  wee  pray  that  the  Misciiiefs  done  may  be  forgott  &  forgiuen  : 
ffor  if  it  had  been  done  to  us,  wee  would  haue  done  the  like,  and 
wee  desire  it  may  be  drank  down  like  wine  and  may  not  remain. in 
the  heart,  and  to  wipe  off  the  tears  and  blood  tiiat  is  spilt.  Wee  ac- 
knowledge the  Covenant  made  0  years  ago  with  Coll.  Coursey,  as 
also  the  Government  made  Afterwards  w"'  Coll  Kendall,  for  in  our 
covenant  w"^"  Corleir  they  of  Virginia  &  Maryland  haue  put  in  their 
hands  as  a  S^  man :  lett  it  nott  be  pulled  out  again,  do  glue  2  Belts 
of  Peak,  one  for  the  Macquiss,  and  one  for  the  Onnondages 

The  Onneydoes  and  Cajoiujes  answer  ditto,  to  the  Propositions  afore- 
said. 
Wee  are  glad  to  see  the  Agents  of  Maryland  &  Virginia  here,  and 
and  haue  heard  and  understood  that  w"''  you  said  unto  us,  concern- 
ing the  Evills  our  Indians  haue  done  in  your  Country,  desire  that 
it  may  be  buried  in  the  earth  under  the  ground,  and  also  to  remain 
ffreinds  &  brethren  as  Corleir  is  w'^us  &  to  deal  w"^us  as  he  doth. 
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The  evills  done  by  our  young  Indians  in  your  country  by  killing 
and  plundering  wee  do  not  allow  of  ;  its  against  our  will,  &  are  sorry 
for  its  being  rashly  done  by  our  Indians,  desired  that  the  harm  done 
may  be  dugg  into  the  ground,  and  do  wipe  off  the  tears  and  the 
blood  ;  do  give  two  belts  of  Peak,  one  for  the  Oneydes,  and  another 
for  the  Cayouges. 
The  Agents  spoke  to  the  Interpreters  to  ask  them  if  they  had  done. 
The  Agents  speak  to  tlie  Interpreters  to  ask  them  wliether  they 
expected  that  these  Belts  would  wipe  off  the  Blood  their  young  men 
had  spilt  in  ALaryland. 

Ansiv''  That  these  Belts  were  after  the  ffashion  of  a  Pledge  to  the 
Answer  of  what  they  had  spoke  to  us,  w=''  was  but  a  beginning  to 
what  they  had  further  to  say. 

The  Agents  having  satt  a  long  time  bid  them  (the  Inten'reters) 
to  moue  the  Indians  to  what  further  they  had  to  say  to  their  Propo- 
sitions, and  withall  to  acquaint  them,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  great 
moment,  worth  their  serious  Consideration  ;  Peace  or  Warr  might 
depend  upon  it,  and  were  willing  they  might  take  more  time  think 
of  itt. 
Ansiv''  That  they  will  go  out  by  themselves  and  consider  of  itt. 
N.  B.  The  four  belts  of  peak  were  not  taken  up,  but  were  left 
lying  upon  the  ground  &  tlie  Indians  went  away. 

The  5'"  ditto  being  Satturday  at  9  a  clock  in  the  morning  the  In- 
dians came  again  in  the  Court  Yard,  and  did  find  the  4  Belts  of 
Peak  lying  in  the  same  place. 

Akus  was  ordered  p  the  Commissaries  to  tell  the  Indians  Generall 
that  they  need  not  be  affrayd,  seeing  they  were  upon  a  Treaty  of 
peace,  whereupon  the  Indians  made  a  great  noise  according  to  their 
Custome  &  were  satisfyed. 
Odianne  the  Speaker  of  the  Macquis  answers. 
That  the  Agents  were  the  occasion  of  putting  a  stopp  to  the  In- 
tentions yesterday,  and  that  they  had  only  made  preparation  w"" 
the  aforesd  Belts  to  come  to  a  principall  answer  to  tlieir  proposition. 
The  Agents  ask  whether  the  Belts  are  delivered  upon  that  Condi- 
tion that  they  say,  that  that  w=''  is  past  is  without  their  Consent  or 
allowance,  and  in  Order  to  do  a  further  Treaty,  and  shall  then  take 
up  the  Belts. 
Answ''  Yes  upon  that  condition  only. 

The  Agents  caused  the  Indians  further  to  be  asked,  if  they  would 
proceeed  w^"  their  Answers. 

The  Indians  answer  that  they  had  nothing  to  say  but  only  wayted 
for  their  demands. 

The  Agents  second  Proposition. 
fforasmuch  as  wee  haue  understood  from  you  this  morning  that 
the  Belts  of  Peak  vf""^  you  laid  down  yesterday,  were  only  for  a  be- 
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ginning,  and  to  beget  a  right  understanding  in  order  to  our  further 
Treaty  :  Wee  haue  taken  them  up  and  for  that  you  told  us  by  your 
ans'  yesterday.  That  you  do  not  countenance  or  allow  of  the  Evill 
done  to  us  by  your  young  men,  but  will  keep  and  obserue  the  Arti- 
cles of  peace  made  p  Coll.  Coursey  wee  do  now  tell  you  that  your 
Indians  iiaue  killed  our  Cattle  and  robbed  our  liouses  to  the  value 
of  500  Bevers  at  least :  Now  the  peace  made  p  Coll.  Coursey  saith 
that  you  shall  make  us  satisfaction,  and  we  do  now  demand  to  see 
what  you  will  lay  down  to  repair  that  loss. 

Hut  now  that  w''  lyes  heavy  upon  our  hearts  is  the  Blood  of  our 
peoi)le,  yet  that  you  may  see  wee  thirst  not  after  much  blood,  wee 
demand  only  the  Captain  or  Cheif  Commander  of  that  Troo})  that 
murdered  oui'  peojde.  w''  we  certaii;ly  know  lo  be  an  Onnondagee : 
When  you  haue  performed  this  wee  haue  no  more  to  say,  then 
ffreindsliip  do  giue  -50  guilders  zewant  to  each  nation. 

Ihp  Onnondages  A7}sii'er — Tackavien  nondi  Speaker 
There  is  a  i)ayment  demanded  of  us  for  the  plundering  &"  wee 
shall  bring  tlie  Payments  here  the  next  summer  when  the  Indian 
corn  begins  to  grow  hard,  and  shall  acquaint  our  Indians  therewith 
and  send  for  some  out  of  Maryland  to  receiue  the  same  here  ;  Con- 
cerning the  two  murders  committed  in  your  Country  do  say  that 
both  the  cheif  commanders  ;ire  killed,  the  one  by  tlie  Kitchtages  In- 
dians, and  the  other  by  tlie  Piscatowayes,  and  do  giue  3  Bevers,  W^*' 
is  an  obligation  to  l)ring  the  ])ayment  liere 

27(6  Macquess  Answer — Odianne  Speaker 
Wee  haue  understood  that  satisfaction  is  demanded  for  the  rob- 
bing &  plundring  in  your  country,  wee  are  jwor,  and  haiie  but  little, 
neither  hatii  our  people  had  any  hand  in  the  mischief  done  in  your 
country,  for  wee  alwayes  forbid  our  Indians  to  do  any  harm  when 
they  go  out ;  and  tho'  wee  are  not  Indians  that  take  many  Bevers, 
do  promise  nevertlieless  to  giue  30  or  40  Bevers  to  the  peice,  to  make 
up  the  500  that  are  demanded,  and  bring  them  here  to  this  place,  do 
giue  a  Belt  of  peak  15  deep. 

2he  Oneydes  Answer — Tekanista  pendacquo  Speaker 
Wee  shall  pay  the  next  summer  the  500  Bevers  demanded  for  the 
Robberies  and  plundering  committed  by  us  in  your  Country  &  bring 
them  here  to  town    do  giue  2  Bevers. 

'I  hr  Cajouges  Answer 

Hearken  you  Agents  of  My  Lord  Baltimore. 

Wee  engage  ourselues  with  the  otiier  nations  aboue  specyfied  to 
bring  the  payment,  as  is  demanded  next  summer  you  must  not  think 
long  for  wee  must  go  farr  to  fetch  the  Bevers,  and  that  in  danger 
of  our  liues    do  giue  2  Bevers. 
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The  third  Proposition  of  the  Agents. 
The  Bevers  which  you  haue  promised  for  the  robbing?  and  phm- 
drnig,  done  m  our  Country  wee  are  content  to  accei)t,  and  do  nom- 
inate and  appoint  M^  Ricliard  Pretty  &  M^  Johannes  Windall  our 
Jigents  to  receiue  the  same  for  us  in  Corleirs  house:    As  for  the 
Blood  ot  our  people  wee  can  nott  easily  permitt  it,  but  hoping  that 
this  may  be  a  warning  to  you,  and  for  that  do  assure  vou  that  the  two 
wair  captames  are  dead,  or  otherwayes  you  would  haue  delivered 
them  up  to  us,  and  by  reason  wee  are  told  you  are  good  subjects  to 
our  King  m  this  government  wee  will  for  this  time  to  tlirow  a  cover 
over  the  blood  that  hath  been  spilt,  to  hide  it  from  our  eyes,  upon 
condition  that  for  the  future  you  keep  your  In.lians  out  of  our 
Country  for  doing  the  like  evill  to  us  or  any  of  our  Neighbouring 
Indians,  w-  if  they  attempt  to  do,  you  must  not  expect  to  see  us 
come  here  again,  but  that  wee  will  uncover  the  blood  that  hath  been 
spi  t,  and  itt  shall  appear  as  newly  spilt  upon  the  ground  ;  wee  will 
fa  1  upon  you,  and  wee  doubt  not  but  the  great  and  just  God  will 
deliver  you  into  our  hands,  who  haue  so  basely  shed  our  blood  with- 
out a  Cause ;    Do  giue  as  pledge  a  Roll  of  Duffles  to  each  nation 

It  any  of  your  Indians  are  gone  into  Virginia  or  Maryland  against 
the  Christians  or  the  Piscatoway  Indians  or  anv  other  than  our 
neighbor  Indians  that  you  forthwith  send  out  messengers  to  call 
them  back  again  :  Do  giue  two  fatts  of  Rum  to  each  Nation 

^^  ee  ai-e  told  that  some  Christian  hath  stirred  you  up  to  make  war 
upon  the  Piscatoway  Indians,  and  promised  to  deliver  them  up  to 
you  :  If  It  be  so  wee  desire  that  you  will  tell  who  they  are  ;  Do  giue 
3  Rolls  of  Tobacco  and  some  pipes  to  each  nation. 

Wee  do  renew  the  Peace  for  the  Piscatoway,  &  all  our  ffriend  In- 
dians and  on  their  behalf  do  giue  a  Bunett  of  Zewant  or  Peak  of  50 
guilders  to  each  nation. 

TJie  Cajouges  Answer. 

1  Wee  thank  you  heartily  that  you  haue  covered  the  blood  and 
that  you  haue  spoke  so  well,  now  it  is  no  easy  thing  to  beeinu  a 
warr  for  you  could  not  then  cultivate  or  improve  yo^  land  in  peace 
and  we  shall  take  care  that  on  both  sides  the  sun  may  shine  over  us' 
m  peace :  Do  giue  3  Beavers. 

2.— You  have  told  us  tliat  the  Blood  is  covered  for  w^"  wee  thank 
you,  and  do  undertake  to  perform  all  what  you  demand  of  us  wee 
do  now  take  the  Ax  from  our  people  and  bury  itt  in  the  ground  but 
If  It  should  accidentally  happen  that  some  of  our  Indians  mi^rht  take 
a  hand  or  two  of  Tobacco  that  a  warr  be  not  made  for  so  small  an 
Occasion,  Do  giue  two  Beavers. 

3.— Let  the  Chain  wherein  Corleir,  that  is  the  Gov^  of  New  York 
&  they  of  Maryland  &  Virginia  &  wee  are  lock',  be  kept  fast  &  in 
violable  upon  both  sides  ;  Do  giue  2  Beauers. 
47— Vol.  V. 
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4. — You  haue  now  sayd  that  if  any  of  our  Indians  were  out  fight- 
ing upon  the  Coast  of  Maryhuid  or  Virginia,  that  wee  should  fetcli 
them  back  again,  But  there  hath  been  none  of  our  troops  of  Ca- 
jouges  out  upon  that  Coast  these  two  years  last  past,  neither  are 
there  any  out  now  ;  And  are  glad  tliat  you  haue  spoke  of  the  Pis- 
cataway  Indians :  Do  giue  2  Beavers. 

1  he  Onnondages  Answer. 

1. — "Wee  are  glad  &  thank  you  the  gentlemen  heartily,  that  tlioy 
have  covered  the  blood,  w"  we  haue  shed  in  their  countiy  :  Do  giue 
2  Be  vers. 

2. — Wee  do  take  the  Piscatoway  Indians,  and  all  your  ffreind  In- 
dians fast  in  our  Covenant,  and  do  undertake  to  keep  the  peace 
firmly  W"  your  Indians  as  w"'  yourself.  Do  giue  2  Beavers. 

3.— AVee  haue  understood  that  wee  are  to  fetch  back  our  Indians, 
that  are  out  a  fighting  upon  the  Coast  of  Maryland  &  Virginia  wee 
engage  to  perform  itt,  not  only  to  call  for  them  home  and  send  them 
back  but  shall  take  the  Ax  quite  out  of  their  hands,  and  not  only 
throw  away  the  Ax,  for  then  our  Children  might  chance  to  see  itt, 
but  shall  bury  itt,  that  our  posterity  after  us  may  never  see  itt ;  Do 
giue  a  Belt  of  16  Deep. 

The  Oneydes  Ansicer. 

1. — Do  thank  the  Agents  of  Maryland  that  they  haue  covered  the 
Blood  ;  Do  giue  1  Bever. 

2. — Wee  know  that  wee  must  Hue  in  jieace  with  the  Christians  of 
Maryland  &  Virginia,  as  also  with  those  ffreind  Indians  w''  wee  do 
engage  to  perform  «&  obserue.     Do  giue  one  Beaver  &  16. 

3. — Wee  do  make  the  Covenant  Chain  fast  it  clear  like  Gold 
wherein  Corleir  &  they  of  Maryland  &  Virginia  &  wee  are  linked  & 
shall  keep  inviolable.    Do  giue  (uie  Bever. 

4. — Wee  haue  understood  that  wee  must  call  back  our  troojis  that 
are  gone  into  Maryland  or  Virginia  :  There  are  some  of  our  troops 
that  are  gone  into  Maryland,  haue  been  out  since  spring  upon  your 
Coast,  if  any  of  them  should  haue  happened  to  haue  shed  ariy  of 
your  ffreind  Indians  blood,  what  shall  be  done  in  that  case,  and  if 
any  of  our  troops  of  Indians  are  gone  out  lately  shall  call  them  back, 
and  take  the  Ax  out  of  the  hands  of  all  our  Indians,  as  well  as  our 
Brethren  that  haue  spoke  now.    Do  giue  2  Bevers. 

5. — Since  the  gentlemen  haue  so  earnestly  enquired  of  us  what 
Christians  haue  stirred  us  up  to  fight  ag'^  the  Piscatoway  Indians 
wee  should  nott  haue  told  itt  if  you  had  nott  made  so  sharp  enquiry; 
wee  do  say  that  about  2  years  ago  a  trooji  of  ten  Oneydes  were  at 
the  house  of  Jacob  Young  wlio  s''  unto  them,  what  do  you  here  so 
few  in  number,  you  may  get  some  mischeif ;  but  go  home  and  fetch 
an  army  of  yo""  people  and  warn  mee  ten  or  twelve  dayes  before  wee 
shall  all  be  at  arms  and  then  destroy  them  and  deliver  them  into 
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your  hands  for  wee  suffer  great  damages  by  these  Indians  because 
you  make  warr  upon  them  in  our  Country,  whereupon  he  presented 
us  with  a  Roll  of  Duff[l]es^ 

The  Macquess  Speaks. 

1. — Wee  are  poor  &  haue  not  much  mony.  The  Ax  w'-"  Maj'  Pin- 
chon  (for  New  England)  and  wee  haue  been  buryed  in  the  ground 
in  this  house,  remaines  so  (&  wee  do  not  look  out  any  more)  that 
way  to  go  a  fighting  ;  Lett  this  also  be  buryed  in  the  ground  and 
wee  do  humbly  pray  the  Agents  of  Maryland  &  Virginia  that  the 
Blood  may  never  be  seen  any  more. 

The  Macquess  Speaker  acquaints  all  the  Indians  that  Wowler  (a 
Macquess  Indian)  goes  now  to  Maryland  to  be  interpreter  there,  and 
do  desire  of  the  Agents  that  he  maybe  well  used  :  Do  giue  a  Belt  of 
Peak  16  deep. 

T])is  is  a  true  Copy  transcribed  from  the  Secrys  of  Albany  Record 
p  mee 

ROBERT  BURMANX. 

August:  13:  1682. 


HIS  ROYAL  IIIGH^  GRxVXT  TO  WILL™  PEXX  ESQ^  OF  XE  W 
CASTLE  &  TWELVE  MILES  CIRCLE. 


This  Indenture  made  the  four  and  twentieth  day  of  August 
in  the  four  and  thirtieth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 
Charles  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  England  Scotland  France 
and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c  Anog  Domini  1682 : 
Between  the  most  Illustrious  Prince  his  Royal  Highness  James  Duke 
of  York,  and  Albany  Earl  of  Ulster  kc  of  the  one  part  And  W" 
Penu  Esq""  Son  and  Heir  of  S''  W""  Penn  Knight  deceased  of  the 
other  part  Witnesseth  that  liis  said  Royal  Higlr  out  of  a  special 
Regard  to  the  Memory  and  many  faithful  and  eminent  Services  here- 
tofore performed  by  the  said  S'  AY"'  Penn  to  his  said  Majesty  and 
Royal  H*  and  for  the  good  Will  which  his  said  Royal  Highness  liath 
and  beareth  to  tiie  said  W'"  Penn  and  for  and  in  Consideration  of  the 
Sum  of  Ten  Shillings  to  him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  W"  Penn  at 
and  before  the  ensealing  and  delivery  hereof,  the  Receit  whereof  is 
hereby  Acknowledged  and  for  other  good  Causes  and  Considerations 
doth  Bargain  Sell  Enfeoffe  and  Confirm  unto  tlie  said  W"'  Penn  his 
Heirs  and  Assignes  for  ever  All  that  the  Town  of  Newcastle  other- 
wise called  Delaware  and  all  that  Tract  of  Land  lying  within  the 
Compass  or  Circle  of  Twelve  Miles  about  the  same,  scituate  lying 
and  being  upon  the  River  Delaware  in  America     And  all  Islands  in 
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the  said  River  Delaware  and  the  said  River  and  Soil  thereof  lying 
North  of  the  Southermost  part  of  tlie  said  Circle  of  Twelve  Miles 
about  the  said  Town  together  with  all  Jlents  Services  Royalties 
Franchises  Duties  Jurisdictions  Liberties  and  Priviledges  thereunto 
belonging  And  all  the  Estate  Right  Title  Interest  Powers  Prop- 
erty Claim  and  Demand  whatsoever  of  his  said  Royal  Highnt-ss  of 
in  or  to  tlie  same  or  to  any  part  or  parcell  thereof  Saving  always  and 
reserving  to  his  said  lioyal  High'  his  Agent  and  Servants  free  Use 
of  all  Ports  Ways  and  Passages  into  tlu'ough  and  out  of  the  Bar- 
gained Premisses  and  every  part  and  parcell  thereof  To  have  and 
to  hold  the  said  Town  and  Circle  of  Twelve  Miles  of  Land  about 
the  same  Islands  and  all  other  the  before  menconed  or  intended  to 
be  hereby  bargained  premisses  with  their  Api)urtenances  unto  the 
said  William  Peiin  liis  Heirs  and  Assigns  to  the  only  Use  and  behoof 
of  himthesaid  W'"  Penn  his  Heirs  and  Assignes for  ever  Yeildina  and 
Paying  therefore  Yeaily  and  every  Year  unto  his  said  Royal  High' 
his  Heirs  and  Assigns  the  Sum  of  Five  Shillings  of  lawful  Money  of 
England  at  the  Feast  of  Saint  Michael  the  Arch  Angel  only  And 
the  said  W™  Penn  for  liimself  his  Heirs  and  Assignes  doth  Covenant 
and  Grant  to  and  with  his  said  Royal  High'  his  Heirs  and  Assigns 
by  these  presents  that  he  the  said  William  Penn  his  Heirs  and  As- 
signes shall  and  will  well  and  truly  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  to  iiis 
said  Royal  Highnese  his  Heirs  and  Assignes  tlie  said  Yearly  Rent 
of  Five  Sliillings  at  tlie  Days  whereon  the  same  is  reserved  to 
be  paid  as  aforesaid  And  his  said  Royal  Highness  for  himself  his 
Heirs  and  Assigns  doth  Covenant  and  Grant  to  and  with  the  said 
"William  Penn  his  Heirs  and  Assignes,  by  these  Presents  that  his 
said  Royal  Higlmess  his  Heirs  and  Assignes  will  at  any  time  or 
times  hereafter  during  the  space  of  Seven  Years  next  ensueing 
the  date  hereof  upon  the  Request  and  at  the  Costs  and  Charges  in 
the  Law  of  the  said  W'"  Penn  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  will  at  any 
Time  or  Times  hereafter  during  the  space  of  Seven  Years  next 
ensueing  the  date  hereof  upon  the  Request  and  at  the  Costs  and 
Charges  in  tlie  Law  of  the  said  William  Penn  his  Heirs  and  As- 
signs do  make  and  execute  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  made  done 
and  executed  all  and  every  such  further  Act  and  Acts  Convey- 
ances and  Assurances  in  the  Law  whatsoever  for  the  further  Con- 
veying and  Assureing  the  said  Town  and  Circle  of  Twelve  Miles 
of  Land  about  the  same  and  Islands  and  all  other  the  Premisses 
with  the  Appurtenances  unto  the  said  William  Penn  his  Heii-s  and 
Assignes  for  ever  as  by  the  Councell  learned  in  the  Law  of  the  said 
W""  Penn  his  Heirs  or  Assignes  shall  be  reasonably  devised  advised 
or  required  And  his  said  Royal  Highness  hath  hereby  made  consti- 
tuted and  appointed  John  Moll  of  NewCastle  aforesaid  Esq'  and 
Ephraim  Herman  of  Newcastle  afores''  Gent  jointly  a>id  either  of 
them  severally  his  true  and  lawful  Attorneys  and  by  these  Presents 
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(loth  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  John  Moll  &  Ephraim  Ilarmau 
his  said  Attorneys  or  either  of  them  full  Power  and  Autliority  for 
him  and  in  liis  Name  and  stead  into  all  and  singular  the  Premisses 
herein  before  mentioned  or  intended  to  be  hereby  aliened  enfeoffed 
and  confirmed  and  into  every  or  any  part  or  parcell  thereof  in  the 
Name  of  tlie  whole  to  Enter  and  quiet  and  peaceable  Possession  and 
Seizin  thereof  or  of  any  part  or  parcell  thereof  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  to  enter  and  receive  And  after  peaceable  Possession  thereof 
had  and  taken  as  af ores'*  to  deliver  quiet  and  Peaceable  Possession 
and  Seizin  thereof  or  of  any  part  or  parcell  thereof  in  the  name  of 
the  whole  to  tlie  said  William  Peiin  his  Heirs  or  Assignes  or  to  his 
or  their  lawfuU  Attorney  or  Attorneys  sufficiently  Authorized  to 
receive  and  take  the  same  and  him  or  them  to  leave  in  the  quiet  and 
peaceable  Possession  thereof  according  to  tlie  true  Intent  and  mean- 
ing of  these  Presents  And  his  said  Royal  Highness  doth  hereby 
Allow  of  ratify  and  confirm  wiiatsoever  the  said  John  Moll  and 
Ephraim  Harmau  his  said  Attorneys  sh  ill  lawfully  do  or  cause  to  be 
done  in  and  about  the  Premisses  by  virtue  of  tliese  Presents  to  be 
as  good  and  effectual  in  the  Law  to  all  Intents  and  Purposes  what- 
soever as  if  his  said  Royal  Uighn^  had  done  the  same  in  his  own  per- 
son or  had  been  present  at  the  doing  thei-eof 

In  Witness  whereof  his  said  Royal  Highnes  hath  to  these  presents 
set  his  Hand  and  Seal  the  day  and  Year  first  above  written. 

JAMES. 

Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  presence  of 
Jo:  Werdex 
Geo:  Mann. 

Entered  the  21"^  of  November  1682. 


HIS  ROYAL  HIGH^:  GRANT  TO  W™  PENN  ESQ'  OF  A 
TRACT  OF  LAND  TWELVE  MILES  SOUTH  FROM  NEW- 
CASTLE TO  THE  AVHORE  KILL. 


-  This  Indenture  made  the  four  and  twentieth  day  of  August  in 
the  four  and  thirtieth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sov  reign  Lord  Charles 
the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  England  Scotland  France  and 
Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c  Anog  Domini  1682 :  Between 
the  most  Illustrious  Prince  his  Roy"  High"  James  Duke  of  York  and 
Albany  Earle  of  Ulster  &c  of  the  one  part  and  William  Penn  Esq'' 
Son  and  Heir  of  S'"  W"  Penn  Kn'  deceas'd  of  the  other  part  Wit- 
nesseth  that  his  said  Royal  High*  out  of  a  special  regard  to  the 
Memory  and  many  faithfull  and  eminent  Services  heretofore  per- 
formed by  the  said  S''W'"  Penn  to  his  said  Majesty  and  Royal  High- 
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ness  and  for  the  Good  Will  which  his  s""  Roy"  High'  hath  and  beareth 
to  the  s''  W"  Penn  and  for  and  in  Consideration  of  the  Sum  of  Ten 
Shillings  to  him  in  hand  paid  by  the  s'^  W"  Penn  at  and  before  the 
ensealing  and  delivery  of  these  Presents,  the  receit  whereof  is  here- 
by acknowledged  and  of  the  Rent  and  Covenants  herein  after  re- 
served and  contained  Doth  bargain  sell  enfeoff  and  confirm  unto 
tliesaid  William  Penn  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  forever  All  that  Tract 
of  Land  ujion  Delaware  River  and  Bay  begining  Twelve  Miles  South 
from  the  Town  of  Newcastle  otherwise  called  Delaware,  and  ex- 
tending South  to  the  Whore-Kill  otherwise  called  Capin  Lojun  to- 
gether with  free  and  undisturbed  Use  and  Passage  into  and  out  of 
all  Harbours  Bays  Waters  Rivers  Isles  and  Inletts  })elonging  to  or 
leading  to  the  same  together  with  the  Soil  Fields  Woods  Under- 
woods Mountain  Hills  Fenns  Isles  Lakes  Rivers  Rivoletts  Bays  and 
Inletts  situate  in  or  l)elonging  unto  the  Limitts  and  Bounds  afore- 
said Together  with  all  sorts  of  Mineralls  and  all  the  Estate  Inter- 
est Royalties  Franchises  Powers  Priviledges  and  Iraunities  whatso- 
ever of  his  said  Royal  Highness  therein  or  in  or  unto  any  part  or 
parcell  thereof  Saveing  always  and  reserving  to  his  said  Royal 
High'  his  Agents  and  Servants  Free  Use  of  all  Ports  Ways  and 
Passages  into  through  and  out  of  the  said  Bargained  Premises  and 
every  part  and  i)arcell  thereof  To  Have  and  to  Hold  the  said  Tract 
of  Land  and  all  and  singular  otlier  the  Premises  with  the  Appurte- 
nances unto  the  s^'W'"  Penn  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  To  the  only  Use  and 
behoof  of  the  s'  ^  "'  Penn  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  forever  To  be  holden 
of  his  said  Hoy"  Higli*  and  his  Heirs  as  of  their  Castle  of  New  York 
in  free  and  comon  Soccage  Yeilding  &  Paying  therefore  Yearly  & 
every  Year  to  his  said  Royal  Higli'  liis  Heirs  and  Assigns  One  Rose 
at  the  Feast  of  S'  Michael  the  Archangell  yearly  if  demanded  And 
the  s'*  W™  Penn  for  himself  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  doth  Covenant 
and  Agree  to  and  with  his  s"^  Royal  High-  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  that 
he  the  s'^  William  Penn  his  Heirs  or  Assigns  shall  and  will  \v"'in  the 
si)ace  of  0)ie  Year  next  ensueing  the  Date  of  these  presents  erect  or 
cause  to  be  erected  and  set  up  one  or  more  publick  Olfice  or  Otfices 
of  Registry  in  or  ui)on  the  s''  Bargained  Premises  wherein  he  or  they 
or  some  of  them  shall  and  will  amongst  other  Things  truely  and 
faithfully  Account  set  down  and  Register  all  and  allmanerof  Rents 
and  other  Profitts  which  he  or  they  or  any  of  them  shall  by  any  ways 
or  meanes  make  Raise  get  or  })rocure  of  or  in  out  of  the  said  bar- 
gained Premises  or  any  ])art  or  i)arcell  thereof  and  shall  and  will  at 
the  Feast  of  S'  Michael  the  Archangell  yearly  and  every  Year  well 
and  truly  yield  pay  and  deliver  unto  his  said  Royal  High'  his  Heirs 
and  Assigns  One  full  Moyety  of  all  and  all  maner  of  Rents  Issues 
and  Prolitts  as  well  Extraordinary  as  Ordinary  as  sliall  be  made  or 
raised  upon  or  by  reason  of  tlie  Premises  or  any  part  thereof  And 
if  it  shall  happen  the  same  shall  be  beliind  and  unpaid  in  part  or  in 
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all  by  the  sptice  of  twenty  days  next  after  the  same  oupht  to  be 
yielded  paid  or  delivered  thattlien  and  so  often  it  shall  be  lawful  to 
and  for  liis  said  Royal  Iligh^  liis  Heirs  and  Assi;?ns  to  enter  in  and 
upon  tlie  said  Premises  or  any  part  or  parcell  thereof  And  their  to 
Destryue  And  the  Distress  &  Distresses  there  taken  to  take  and  de- 
tain untill  the  said  Moiety  and  Arrears  thereof  shall  be  well  &  truly 
satisfied  and  paid  together  with  all  Costs  and  Damages  for  the  same 
And  his  said  Royal  Higli^  for  himself  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  doth 
Covenant  and  grant  toandwitli  thesaid  \V"'  Penn  liis  Heirs  and  As- 
signs by  these  presents  that  his  said  Royal  High"  his  Heirs  and  As- 
signs will  at  any  Time  or  Times  hereafter  during  the  space  of  Seven 
Years  next  ensuing  the  date  hereof  upon  the  Request  and  at  the 
Costs  and  Charges  in  the  Law  of  the  s-^  W°  Penn  his  Heirs  and  As- 
signs do  make  and  execute  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  made  done  and 
executed  all  and  every  sucli  further  Act  and  Acts  Conveyances  and 
Assurances  in  the  Law  whatsoever  for  the  further  Conveying  and 
Assureing  the  said  Tract  of  Land  and  all  and  singular  otlier  the 
Premises  with  the  Appurtenances  unto  tlie  s'^  William  Penn  his 
Heirs  and  Assigns  forever  as  by  the  Councell  learned  in  the  Law  of 
the  s*  W™  Penn  his  Heirs  or  Assigns  shall  be  reasonably  devised  ad- 
vised or  required  And  his  said  Royal  High'  hatli  hereby  made  con- 
stituted and  appointed  John  Moll  of  Newcastle  afores"  Esq""  and 
Ephraim  Harman  of  Newcastle  afores''  Gentleman  jointly  and  either 
of  them  severally  his  true  and  lawful  Attorneys  and  by  these  pres- 
ents do  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  John  Moll  and  Epliraim  Har- 
man his  said  Attorneys  or  either  of  them  full  power  and  Authority 
for  him  and  in  his  Name  and  stead  into  all  and  singular  the  Premises 
herein  before  mentioned  or  intended  to  be  hereby  aliened  enfeoffed 
and  conlirmed  and  into  every  or  any  part  or  parcell  thereof  in  the 
name  of  the  whole  to  enter  and  quiet  and  peaceable  possession  and 
Seizin  thereof  or  of  any  part  or  parcell  thereof  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  to  take  and  receive  And  after  peaceable  Possession  thereof 
had  and  taken  as  aforesaid  to  deliver  quiet  and  peaceable  Possession 
and  Seizin  thereof  or  of  any  part  or  parcell  thereof  in  tlie  name  of 
the  whole  to  the  said  William  Penn  his  Heirs  or  Assigns  or  to  his  or 
their  lawful  Attorney  or  Attorneys  sufficiently  Authorized  to  receive 
and  take  the  same  and  him  or  them  to  leave  in  the  Quiet  and  Peace- 
able Possession  thereof  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
these  Presents  And  his  said  Royal  Highness  Doth  hereby  allow  of 
ratifie  and  confirm  whatsoever  the  said  John  Moll  and  Ephiaim  Har- 
man his  said  Attorneys  shall  lawfully  do  or  cause  to  be  done  in  and 
about  the  premises  by  vertue  of  these  presents  to  be  as  good  and  effect- 
ual in  the  Law  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever  as  if  his  said 
Royal  Highu'  had  done  the  same  m  his  own  person  or  had  been  pres- 
ent at  the  doing  thereof. 
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In  Witness  whereof  his  said  Royal  Highness  hath  to  these  Pres- 
ents set  his  II, md  &  Seal  the  Day  and  Year  first  above  written. 

JAMES. 
Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  presence  of 

Jo :  Werden 

Geo:  Mann. 
Entered  the  21"^  of  November  1682. 


A  LETTER   FROM   CAP'  BROCKHOLLS    TO    SIR   JOHN 
WERDEN. 


New  York  December  18">  1GS3. 
HoNOBLE  Sir  :  I  received  your's  of  the  24"'  August  past  the  4"^ 
December  but  to  late  to  Assist  or  Serve  M''  Penn  in  giving  Posses- 
sion of  what  his  Roy"  High'  has  been  pleased  to  grant  him  being 
before  Possessed  thereof  by  the  Persons  impowered  in  the  Body  of 
the  Deeds  which  M'  Penn  having  since  been  here  hath  shewn  and 
recorded,  Am  ready  to  Obey  all  his  Royal  Highn"  Comands,  and 
Serve  his  Interest  but  fear  what  left  of  his  Province  not  able  to  de- 
fray the  Charge    I  am. 

Honourable  Sir 

Your  Assured  Friend  and  humble  Serv' 

A:  B: 


THE  COMANDER  AND  COUNCELLS  DEC-  ON  ESQ' 

PENN'S  GRANT   FOR  NEWCASTLE  S' 

JONES  AND  WHORE  KILL  &c. 


Dated  in  New  Yorke  the  21"'  day  of  November  1682. 
By  the  Comander  in  Chiefe  and  Councell  &c. 

Whereas  his  Royal  High'  liath  been  Graciously  pleased  by  In- 
denture under  his  hand  and  Seal  bearing  date  the  twenty  fourth  day 
of  August  last  past  for  the  Consideration  therein  mentioned  to 
Bargain  Sell  enfeoffe  and  Cojifirm  unto  William  Penn  Esq"^  his 
Heirs  and  Assigns  for  ever  All  tliat  the  Towne  of  Newcastle  other- 
wise called  Delaware  and  all  that  Tract  of  Land  lying  within  the 
Compass  or  Circle  of  Twelve  Miles  about  the  same  with  all  Islands 
and  tlie  River  and  Soil  thereof  lying  North  of  the  Southermost  part 
of  the  said  Circle  and  all  Rents  and  Ser\'ices  Royalties  Franchizes 
Duties  Jurisdiction  Priviledges  and  Liberties  thereunto  belonging 


COLONIES  OX  THE  DELAWARE.  745 

And  by  another  Indenture  of  tlie  same  date  for  tlie  Consideracon 
tliereiu  likewise  mentioned  liatli  also  bargained  Sold  Enfeoffed  and 
Confirmed  unto  tlie  said  William  Penn  Esq^  his  Heirs  and  Assii^ns 
for  ever  all  that  Tract  of  Laud  upon  Delaware  River  and  Bay  be- 
srining  Twelve  Miles  South  from  the  Town  of  Newcastle  otherwise 
called  Delaware  and  Extending  South  to  the  WI)ore  Kill  otherwise 
called  Cape  Inlopen  with  all  Isles  Rivers  Riveletts  Bayes  and  In- 
letts  Royalties  Franchizes  Powers  Privileges  and  Imfinities  what- 
soever, and  in  and  by  the  said  Indentures  appointed  and  authorized 
John  Moll  Esq'-  &  Eplu'aim  Harnian  Gent  to  Deliver  to  him  tlie  said 
William  Penn  free  and  actuall  Possession  of  the  Premisses  as  by  the 
said  Indentures  here  produced  and  shewn  to  us  and  by  us  well  ap- 
proved of  and  Entered  in  the  Publick  Records  of  this  Province  doth 
and  may  more  at  large  appear  A  nd  we  being  thereby  fully  satisfyed 
of  the  said  William. Pens  right  to  the  Possession  and  Enjoyment  of 
the  Premisses  have  tlierefore  tliought  fitt  and  necessary  to  Signify 
and  Declare  the  same  to  you  to  prevent  any  doubt  or  trouble  that 
might  arise  or  accrue  And  to  give  you  your  Thanks  for  your  good 
Services  done  in  your  severall  Offices,  and  Stations  during  the  time 
you  remained  under  his  Royall  High'  Governm'  Expecting  no  fur- 
ther Account  than  that  you  readily  Submit  and  Yield  due  Obedi- 
ence and  Conformity  to  the  Powers  Granted  to  the  s''  William  Penn 
in  and  by  the  said  Indentures  in  the  Performance  and  Enjoyment 
of  which  we  wish  you  all  Happyness. 

To  the  several  Justices  of  the  Peace  Magistrates  and  other  Officers 
at  Newcastle,  S'  Jones,  Deale  als  Whore  Kill,  att  Delaware  or 
within  any  of  the  bounds  &  Limitts  above  mentioned. 


LORD  BALTIMORE  TO  MR.  BLATHWAYT. 


Patuxext  Decemb.  7'"  (83) 
Dear  Sir  The  beginning  of  the  last  month  I  writt  to  you  and  there- 
in gave  you  my  acknowledgem'*  for  y^  obligeing  Ire  of  the  8""  of  7ber, 
wherein  you  very  kindly  assured  me  that  nothing  would  be  concluded 
by  the  Councill  without  hearing  me  or  my  Agents,  and  that  if  I  came 
over  in  the  Spring  you  beleeved  I  should  find  that  busines  of  Delaware 
undetermined.  I  hope  (and  by  your  favour  I  p'sume  to  assure  my 
selfe,  that  I  may  be  heard  in  person  afore  the  Lords  of  the  Councill 
will  proceed  in  a  matter  of  that  concerne  to  my  interest  here,  and, 
w"^  gives  me  stiU  the  greater  confidence,  I  shall  have  liberty  to  ap- 
pear in  person  to  make  out  mr  right  to  Delaware,  is.  that  my  father 
in  life  time  and  since  his  decease  I  have  petitioned  His  Royal  High- 
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lies  for  a  hearinsr  of  tliat  matter;  but  His  Hislmess  his  greater 
affaires  did  not  afford  time  for  it  whilst  I  was  in  England ;  so  that 
since  I  sought  for  a  hearing  of  tliat  business,  so  far  as  w'"  good  man- 
ners became  me  towards  His  Higlines,  it  would  now  be  somew'  hard 
tliat  in  my  absence  I  should  be  concluded.  S'  it  is  a  matter  of  that 
importance  to  me,  that  I  dare  not  comitt  the  managem'  of  it  to  the 
best  Agents  I  can  procure  to  act  for  me  in  my  absence  ;  therefore  I 
earnestly  recommend  to  y'  kindnes  that  you  will  continue  moveing 
for  some  time  to  be  given  me  for  my  appeareing  in  person  at  the 
Councill  Board  :  where  I  hoi)e  to  be  the  latter  end  of  May  next,  and 
shall  then  cleer  all  things  so  as  may  fullie  satisfie  the  Lords  of  His 
Ma"''"  most  hon'''"'  Privy  Council,  of  my  right  to  Delaware,  that 
part  I  meane  w"''  lyeth  to  the  Southward  of  y'''  degree  of  40  North- 
erly latitude.  And  if  my  unkind  neighbour  W"  Penn  or  his  Agents 
are  able  to  make  out  that  there  were  Dutch  seated  at  Delaware 
afore  my  pattent  for  MaryP  was  granted,  (w"^"  will  be  somewh'  hard 
to  prove)  I  will  then  maKC  it  i)lainly  appeare  that  such  Dutch  were 
usurpers,  and  were  utterly  disown'd  by  the  States  of  Holland.  Of 
this  I  have  undeniable  testimonies,  such  as  M''  Penn  will  not  with- 
stand, and  ])ossibly  I  shall  then  be  able  to  produce  some  thing  under 
Penn's  liand  to  the  same  purpose.  S'  I  am  so  well  armed  and  pro- 
vided with  proofes  of  this  kind,  that  I  onely  beg  a  personall  hearing, 
and  that  you  will  become  a  Solicitor  for  me  therein  is  the  favour 
and  kindness  I  beg  at  y'  hands,  w'^  I  will  gratefully  owue  as  be- 
comes one  that  already  is 

Good  Sir. 

Y'  obliged  faithfuU  Servant 

C.  BALTEMORE. 
To  my  worthy  friend,  M''  William  Blathwaite  at  Whitehall  via 
Sciliv. 


GERRIT    VAN     SWEERINGEN'S    ACCOUNT     OF    THE 

SETTLING  OF  THE  DUTCH  AND  SWEDES  AT 

THE  DELWAARE. 


The  relation  of  M'  Garrett  Van  Sweeringen  of  the  City  of  S'  Maries 
concerning  his  knowledge  of  the  seateing  of  Delatvare  Buy  and 
River  to  y  Southward  of  the  40'"  Degree  of  Northern  latitude  by  the 
Dutch  and  Swedes  (  Viz') 

In  the  yeare  1648,  tlie  Dutch  haveing  had  bad  successe  in  the 
North  River  from  whence  they  had  bin  driven  by  the  New  England 
men,  they  resolved  to  looke  towards  the  South,  and  haveing  infor- 
mation of  that  River  otherways  called  Delaware,  formerly  bought 
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by  one  Maiiheer  Godin  from  the  Indiiins,  a  sloo])  was  fitted  out 
with  some  carg^oe  to  trade  witli  tlie  said  Indians  of  that  river. 
They  lauded  first  at  a  place  called  by  the  Indians  Siconeseinque 
wi)ere  they  found  out  a  Creeke  navigable  for  a  sloop,  as  I  was  in- 
formed by  those  that  had  been  acquainted  with  these  men  tliat 
landed  there. 

These  men  or  traders  came  ashoare  with  their  goods,  where  they 
traded  with  the  Indians  &  frequenting  soe  mucli  with  y'  Indian 
women,  'till  they  gott  the  country  dutyes,  otherwise  called  the  pox, 
and  soe  they  named  that  i)lace  Whore-Kill,  that  is  in  England  the 
Whores  Creek.  Whereupon  they  returned  home  and  ventured 
againe  a  second  time  witli  a  considerable  Cargoe;  but  reniembring 
(as  I  suppose)  how  they  had  been  served  at  the  Whore-Kill,  they 
went  some  ten  or  twelve  mile  higher,  where  they  landed  againe  & 
traded  with  the  Indians,  trusting  y'  Indians  to  come  into  their 
stores  ashoare,  and  likewise  aboard  of  their  sloope  drinking  and  de- 
bauching with  the  Indians  till  they  were  all  at  last  barbarously 
murdered,  and  soe  that  place  was  christened  with  their  blood  and 
to  this  day  called  the  Murderers-kill  that  is  Murderers  Creeke. 

About  tlie  years  1650,  as  neere  as  I  can  guesse  they  made  a  third 
voyage  into  the  river  of  Delaware,  and  there  cast  Anchor  at  a  i)oint 
neere  the  mouth  of  Delaware  river  called  Boutges  hooke,  but  mis- 
likeing  that  place  they  went  higher  up  and  cast  anchor  at  the  sand 
point  now  called  Newcastle;  there  they  perceived  some  foure  or 
five  English  families  were  seated  about  nine  miles  lower  on  the  East 
side  of  the  River  called  Elsingburg,  which  English  men  were  sup- 
posed to  come  from  Maryland  or  Virginia. 

There  is  noe  doubt  but  the  Dutch  much  misliking  tliis,  they  re- 
solved to  goe  up  the  River  as  high  as  they  could,  and  there  landed, 
setting  up  a  post  ^  with  the  marke  of  the  West  India  Company 

in  this  manner^yA.  /  by  which  marke  they  claime  their  title 
to     that    river.  Whereupon  by  comand  from  the  Generall 

of  the  Manadoes,  they  built  a  fort  on  the  sand  point  where  they  first 
landed  after  their  mishap  in  the  Bay ;  this  fort  being  soe  built  for 
their  security  against  the  Indians  and  Christians,  one  Andrew  Iludde 
being  the  chiefe  man,  some  times  Secretary,  sometimes  Command- 
ant, and  at  others  times  nothing  at  all,  being  according  to  behavior 
turn'd  out  and  put  in  againe,  according  to  pleasure;  which  p'son  I 
knew  very  well,  and  have  heard  him  and  others  discourse  of  what 
had  happened  and  past  in  his  time. 

In  this  manner  they  lived  a  long  time  without  any  goverm'  till 
neere  the  yeare  1652,  when  the  Sweedes  did  fitt  out  a  fiy  boate  with 
considerable  cargoe,  with  another  small  vessell  filled  with  freemen 
and  soldiers,  w^"  a  Governo-  called  Manheer  Prince  and  Younker 
Papagy,  besides  a  factor  Henric  Heugau  and  Jacob  Swanson,  who 
were  to  trade  with  the  Indians. 
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Upon  their  arriveall  in  Delaware  they  askt  leave  of  the  Dutch  to 
refresh  themselves  with  water  to  which  the  Dutch  yeilded  not  imag- 
ining they  had  any  desigue  upon  that  place  ;  but  the  Sweedes  have- 
ing  got  ashoare  made  y"  Dutch  quitt  tlieir  possessions  and  were 
turned  to  their  shift,  as  before.  And  tlien  the  Sweedes  with  a[s] 
little  right  as  the  Dutch  had  done  before,  possest  themselves  of  that 
River;  they  haveing  thus  lost  the  South  River  as  they  had  afore 
lost  the  North  River,  the  West  India  Company  being  very  poore  and 
noe  wayes  able  to  encounter  the  Sweedes,  they  resolved  upon  a  pro- 
test, which  they  made  ag'  the  Sweede  for  dispossesseing  them  of 
their  i>ossessions :  which  the  Sweede  little  reguarded. 

After  this  the  Company  stated  tiieir  case  to  the  citty  of  Amster- 
dam; the  Citty  being  full  of  money  doth  resolve  to  assist  the  said 
Company  in  order  to  restore  tliem  to  their  former  possessions. 

In  the  yeare  1654  the  Citty  of  Amsterdam  did  cause  a  ship  to  be 
fitted  out  with  thirty  six  greate  gunns,  being  called  the  Waegh,  and 
manned  accordingly,  whereof  was  comander  Cap'  Koning,  which 
said  Cap'  and  other  officers  I  knew  very  well,  and  had  relation  of 
some  of  them  what  was  past  at  that  time.  The  Sweedes  in  the 
meane  time,  being  interlopers,  keepe  a  trade  with  the  Indians  :  the 
Governo''  going  to  Sweedland  left  his  son  in  law  Papagij  the  gover- 
ment,  and  the  fort  at  the  Sandpoint  which  they  took  from  the  Dutch 
being  very  inconsiderable,  was  enlarged  by  them  and  called  Cassi- 
meirs,  and  another  fort  builded  five  mile  higher  was  called  Ciiristina. 

The  head  of  Chesepeake  Bay  in  Maryland  was  not  att  that  time 
seated,  and  soe  the  Marylanders  did  not  much  take  notice  either  of 
the  Sweedes  or  Dutch,  they  looking  upon  them  both  to  be  onely 
traders  and  soe  here  to  day  and  gone  to  morrow  ;  there  being  noe 
navigacon  or  road  betwixt  the  head  of  the  Bay  and  Delaware,  by 
which'  meanes  the  Marylanders  could  be  informed  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Dutch  and  Sweedes,  Afterwards  the  Company  repossesc 
themselves  with  the  assistance  of  that  frigatt  called  the  Waegh, 
which  y^  Citty  of  Amsterdam  had  sent  to  that  purpose. 

In  the  meane  time  arrived  a  ship  from  Sweedland,  and  heareing 
the  Dutch  had  got  their  former  possessions,  tooke  a  greate  many 
Indians  on  board  theire  ship  upon  the  decke  in  sight  of  the  Dutch, 
and  soe  without  any  hindrance  past  by  the  fort  Casimer  of  which 
the  Dutch  had  possession  and  from  whence  tliey  might  have  sunck 
the  Sweedes  ship,  but  that  tliey  were  afraid  of  killing  the  Indians 
then  on  board,  in  that  manner ;  for  both  the  Nations  aswell  Sweedes 
as  Dutch  did  strive  on  both  sides  to  please  and  not  to  disoblige  the 
Indians,  in  consideracon  of  the  trade  ui)on  which  they  wholly  de- 
pended. 

The  Sweeds  ship  sailed  up  as  high  as  Tenacum  hideing  themselves 
in  a  creeke,  therefore  is  called  to  this  day  the  Schuyl-kill  in  English 
Hideing  Creeke.    The  Sweedes  yeilded  themselves  up,  most  of  their 
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Officers  went  home  except  their  Ca])'  and  Lienten'  Henryc  Ilengen 
theii' factor  and  Heer  Lawrence  their  priest;'  all  which  i)ersons  I 
knew  very  well  «fc  have  had  severall  times  a  full  relation  of  what 
was  done  in  those  daj'es;  tlie  soldiers  remaineing  in  the  country  as 
Inhabitants  amongst  tlie  Dutch  who  together  made  a  considerable 
number,  &  soe  became  as  it  were  a  Colony  or  a  Coraon  Wealth. 

Tlie  Company  being  soe  indebted  to  the  Citty  of  Amsterdam  as 
to  the  setting  out  of  a  man  of  warr  in  reduceing  the  Soutli  River 
into  theire  possession  againe,  tliey  were  resolved  to  make  sale  of 
their  said  title  unto  the  said  Citty,  which  likewas  was  required  from 
the  other  side  ;  soe  botli  parties  were  soon  agreed,  the  Company  be- 
ing rid  of  their  uncertain  title,  did  not  onely  pay  their  debt,  but  is 
supposed  had  money  to  boote. 

In  fine  the  Citty  of  Amsterdam  were  made  Lords  and  Patrons  of 
that  Colony  in  Delaware  River,  wliereof  Imyselfe  liave  had  a  p'^usal 
of  some  papers  concerning  those  matters. 

A  Ship  called  the  Prince  Maurice  was  provided  to  goe  to  the  said 
Colony,  a  Governo""  and  Couucell  appointed,  and  a  Company  of  sol- 
diers consisting  of  about  sixty  men  put  aboard,  and  I  myselfe  was 
made  Supra  Cargoe  over  tlie  said  ship  and  goods,  tliere  being  to  tlie 
number  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  souls  aboard  the  said  ship,  which 
sailed  out  of  the  Texell  the  2o">  day  of  December  1656 :  The  said 
passengers  comeing  into  Delaware  in  a  ship  called  the  Beaver,  hired 
at  New  Yorke,  after  tlie  ship  Prince  Maurice  was  lost.'-  This  was 
the  20'"  day  of  Aprill  1657.  wlien  we  toke  possession  of  the  fort  now 
called  Newcastle,  and  the  soldiers  of  the  West  India  Company  quit- 
ted the  same. 

After  this  Cap'  Criger  being  comanded  to  goe  for  Maryland,  then 
called  by  us  Virginia,  upon  the  Isle  of  Kent  the  IT"  day  of  Septem- 
ber 1657.  he  returned  againe  and  reported  that  the  English  Governo'' 
was  p'paring  to  come  over  to  Delaware.  Whereupon  good  watch 
was  kept  and  the  fort  putt  into  repaire  and  likewise  the  freemen  of 
the  towne  kept  to  their  duty.  The  English  desisting  from  theire 
designe  wee  had  no  repulse  from  that  side. 

The  Governo'  and  Ministers  of  State  in  Maryland  comeing  to  un- 
derstand that  the  Dutch  and  Sweedes  encreased  in  Delaware,  that 
they  began  to  make  Settlem'  there,  and  that  in  time  it  would  be  a 
hard  matter  to  remove  them  or  make  them  sensible  that  they  were 
within  the  p'cincts  of  Maryland,  which  had  not  been  much  reguarded 

>  Rev.  Lawrence  Charles  Lokenius  came  to  the  Delaware  about  the  year  1650, 
and  presided  over  the  Lutheran  churches  at  Tlnicum  and  Christina.  He  died  in  1688. 
Memoirs  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania^  III.  pt.  i.  109.  His  life  was  one 
of  considerable  trials  and  troubles;  for  a  record  of  which,  see  Hazard's  Annals  of 
Pennsylvania. 

^  This  vessel  was  wrecked  off  Fire  Island,  L.  I.,  on  the  night  of  8th  March,  1657. 
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before  by  the  Officers  of  Maryland:  for  in  my  opinion,  the  consid- 
ered the  Dutch  and  Sweedes  onely  as  traders,  not  haveing  any  setled 
governi'  or  Governo"'  before. 

Now  in  the  yeare  1659  deputyes  were  sent  from  Maryland  to  the 
town  of  New  Amstell,  I  myselfe  being  then  one  of  the  Councell  and 
Comissary  Generallfor  the  Citty  of  Amsterdam  in  that  place.  The 
Deputies  were  Coll:  Natlianiell  Uty,  Maj''  Samuell  Goldsmith  and 
M'  George  Uty,  with  severall  persons  of  note  in  Maryland  Jacob 
Young  being  then  Interpreter.  Coll:  Uty  then  produced  his  letters 
of  credence,  signed  (Josias  Fendall)  and  the  protest  was  read  and 
signed  (Phillip  Calvert)  wlierein  was  sett  forth  (soe  neere  as  I  can 
remember)  the  injury  done  to  the  Lord  Baltemore  by  their  unlaw- 
full  and  forcible  possession  kept  by  them  of  those,  partes  in  liis  Lo'" 
Province ;  and  that  his  Lo''  against  his  will  should  be  forct  to  use 
the  extremety  of  armes,  if  that  parte  of  his  Countrey  was  not  de- 
livered up :  some  copyes  of  records  tending  to  his  Lo^"  purpose  were 
produced :  wliat  they  were  I  cannot  now  remember.  Whereupon 
the  said  Deputyes  were  dismist,  and  u])on  the  same  day  a  rumor 
went  all  the  towne  over,  that  Major  Goldsmith  at  a  house  of  Mar- 
garett  Davies  a  Scotch  woman  did  publiquely  proclaim  to  our  in- 
habitants, att  least  to  those  that  were  tliere  p'sent,  that  all  land 
thenceforth  was  to  be  taken  up  under  a  Patent  from  my  L'^  Balte- 
more. and  the  land  taken  up  already  was  to  be  held  under  him  by 
the  same  authority:  whicli  was  very  ill  taken  by  us  and  wee  re- 
solved to  stopp  those  hott  proceedings  ;  but  upon  considerations  and 
other  reasons  wee  past  it  by  for  that  time. 

Againe  in  the  yeare  1660  did  appeare  att  Amsterdam  in  Holland, 
Cap'  James  Neale,  being  a  person  deimted  from  tlie  Lord  Baltimore, 
protesting  in  the  name  of  Csecilius  Baron  of  Baltimore  in  a  manner 
and  forme  as  afore  the  Deputyes  had  done  att  Delaware. 

The  Company  was  sitthig  tlien  in  the  new  West  India  House  in 
Amsterdam,  wliere  the  said  James  Neale  did  appeare  and  protest  by 
Notariall  act,  of  the  wrong  done  to  his  I^ordship  by  their  ministers 
of  State  in  America,  by  usurpeing  and  unlavefully  possesseinga  con- 
siderable part  of  his  province  of  Maryland,  especially  that  part 
which  was  called  by  the  name  of  Delaware  Bay,  demanding  not 
onely  the  restouracon  of  the  said  territoryes  soe  unjustly  deteined 
with  satisfaction  also  for  the  injury  his  Lo''liath  susteiued  thereby. 
The  West  India  Company  returnes  a  proud  answer  sayeing  they 
possesse  tlie  same  by  generall  octeroy  granted  to  them  by  the  States 
of  Holland,  that  they  were  resolved  l>y  vertue  of  the  same  octeroy 
to  defend  their  just  and  lawfull  title,  with  such  meanes  as  God  and 
nature  hath  put  into  their  hands,  and  other  circumstances,  as  may 
appeare  by  the  same  instrument ;  Which  copy  of  protest  was  sent 
to  us  att  Delaware.  Whereupon  wee  did  resolve  to  quit  the  Whore- 
kill,  thinking  it  better  to  quitt  that  place  then  to  run  the  hazard  of 
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weakening  New  Amstell.  The  English  then  came  out  of  Maryland, 
from  a  part  now  called  Somersett  County  and  drew  neere  the  Whore- 
kill,  tradeing  with  the  Indians.  Whereupon  it  was  reported  that 
the  said  English  men  began  to  build  and  settle  in  that  parte  of  the 
country.  The  Citty  of  Amsterdam  thereupon  did  send  us  expresse 
orders  to  protest  against  tlie  said  Knglish  men,  and  in  case  they 
would  not  remove  then  to  compell  them  by  force  of  arms.  All  this 
while  wee  stood  upon  our  defence  against  Maryland. 

A  Commender  and  sixtene  men  were  sent  to  tlie  Whorekill  to 
take  i)ossession  againe,  but  another  resolucou  was  taken  a  short 
time  after  to  call  the  said  soldiers  back,  and  soe  the  Whorekill  was 
left  againe.  The  Citty  of  Amsterdam  hereby  was  very  much  dis- 
couraged, and  did  absolutely  incline  to  leave  and  abandon  the  said 
Colony  as  appeai'ed  by  their  writeings  and  scarcenesse  of  goods  & 
provisions  they  did  send  in.  Wliereupon  I  my  selfe  was  dejiutedfor 
Holland  for  a  whole  yeare,  resideing  there,  to  remonstrate  y-  condi- 
tion of  the  said  Colony,  and  to  encourage  the  Citty  of  Amsterdam 
to  goe  on  with  their  designe ;  which  att  last  they  undertooke  by 
new  resolution,  charging  us  strictly  not  to  omitt  in  makeing  a  di- 
vision betweene  the  English  neighbors  and  us  to  the  end  they  might 
not  receive  any  repulse  from  that  side,  as  may  appeare  by  their 
owne  letters  written  to  the  Governo'  and  Councell  att  Delaware. 
To  whicli  end  they  ordered  us  to  build  a  fort  upon  Kitten  Lsland,' 
neare  where  they  did  thinke  the  division  might  be;  yet  notwith- 
standing that  division  not  to  be  absolutely  conclusive,  but  provision- 
ally; for  wee  did  not  intend  to  contest  with  Maryland  about  my 
Lord  Baltimore  his  patent  reaching  to  the  fortieth  degree  of  lati- 
tude, but  at  randome,  soe  neere  as  wee  could  agree  to  draw  a  line 
betweene  the  two  governments,  wee  being  informed  that  the  Schuil- 
kill  did  lye  under  forty  degrees farre  above  Delaware  to\me.  I  my- 
self e  could  never  heare  them  speake  to  what  degree  they  p'^tended, 
when  I  was  that  whole  yeare  in  Holland,  neither  did  any  such  thing 
appeare  in  any  of  their  letters ;  onely  agree  with  your  neighbors  in 
Maryland,  for  feare  of  opposicon  from  that  side. 

In  the  yeare  1664  arrived  Coll.  Niclas  set  out  by  his  Ma'"'  where- 
upon the  fort  and  country  was  brought  under  submission  by  S"" 
Robert  Carr  as  deputed  with  two  shipps  to  that  intent.  S''  Eobert 
Carr  did  protest  often  to  me  that  he  did  not  come  as  an  enemy,  but 
as  a  friend,  demanding  onely  in  frieudshipp  what  was  y  Kings  right 
In  that  country.  There  was  taken  from  the  Citty  of  Amsterdam 
and  the  inhabitants  thereabout,  one  hundred  sheep  tfc  thirty  or  forty 
horses,  fifty  or  sixty  cowes  and  oxen,  the  number  of  betweene  sixty 
and  seventy  negroes,  brewliouse,  stillhouse,  and  all  materialls  there- 

'  The  Dutch  name  for  Reedy  Island,  opposite  Port  Penn,  and  a  Httle  below  Pea 
Patch  Island,  in  the  Delaware  river.  It  is  laid  down  in  the  map  Novi  Belgii  in  Mon- 
tanus,  and  in  most  modern  maps. 
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unto  beloiigrin!;.  the  produce  of  the  hmd  for  that  yeiire,  as  come 
hay  &'  were  likewise  seized  by  S'  Robert  Carr  for  the  use  of  the 
King  and  likewise  the  carproe  that  was  unsold,  and  the  bills  for  what 
was  sold.  They  also  gott  in  their  custody,  being  all,  to  the  value 
so  neere  as  1  now  can  remember  of  foure  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
likewise  amies  powder  and  shott  in  a  greate  quantity,  four  and 
twenty  greate  gunns  were,  the  greatest  part,  transported  to  New 
Yorke.  The  Dutcli  soldiers  were  taken  prisoners  &  given  to  the 
merchant-man  tliat  was  there,  in  recompence  of  his  service,  and 
into  Virginia  they  were  transported  to  l)e  sold,  as  it  was  credibly 
reported  by  Sir  Robert  (Jarrs  officers  and  other  persons  there  liveing 
in  the  towne.  All  sorts  of  tooles  for  handicraft  tradesmen  and  all 
])lowgeer  and  other  tilings  to  cultivate  the  ground  which  w^ere  in 
the  store  in  great  quantity,  as  likewise  a  Saw  Mill  to  saw  ])lanke 
ready  to  sett  up,  and  nine  sea  buyes  with  their  iron  chaines,  great 
quantities  of  phisicall  meanes  besides  the  estate  of  Governo""  De- 
bonissa,  and  myselfe,  except  some  household  stuffe  and  a  negroe  I 
gott  away  and  some  other  moveables  S'  Robert  Carr  did  permitt  me 
to  sell. 

Coll :  Nicklus  understanding  what  S''  Robert  Carr  had  gott  att 
Delaware  tooke  all  againe  from  tlie  said  Sir  Robert  i  'arr  when  the 
said  Coll :  came  there  againe  in  p'^son  (as  I  was  informed)  being  upon 
the  way  for  Maryland. 

Tliere  Avas  likewise  a  boate  dispatched  to  the  Whorekill  and  there 
plundered  and  tooke  possession  of  all  effects  belonging  to  the  Citty 
of  Amsterdam,  as  alsoe  what  belonged  to  tlie  Quaking  Society  of 
Plockhoy  to  a  very  naile,  according  to  letter  written  by  one  of  that 
company  to  the  Citty  of  Amsterdam,  in  which  letter  complaint  was 
made  that  the  Indians  at  the  Whorekill  had  declared  they  never 
sold  the  Dutch  any  land  to  inhabit. 

I  have  omitted  what  ]xist  in  the  yeare  1659.  when  severall  of  the 
Dutch  came  aAvay  from  Delaware  and  sheltered  themselves  under 
the  government  of  Mar5dand,  some  under  p''tence  that  tliey  could 
not  gett  their  liveing  there,  and  others  tliat  we  had  noe  right  or  title 
to  the  land  wee  inhabited,  as  I  suppose  they  conjectured  by  the 
difference  there  was  betweene  Maryland  &  Delaware.  I  myselfe 
went  to  Maryland  to  demand  those  p'sons  backe  againe  from  the 
Lieutenant  Generall  of  that  Province  and  from  the  Chancello'' 
Phillip  Calvert,  witli  whom  I  spoke,  but  could  receive  noe  satisfac- 
tion as  to  my  demand. 

May  IS'"  1684. 
Maryland,  ss. 

Memd" — Then  came  before  us  Garratt  Vansweeringen  of  the 
City  of  S'  Maries  within  this  province  gent,  aged  eight  and  forty 
yeares  or  thereabouts,  and  haveing  taken  his  oath  upon  the  Holy 
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'^u!^2J'1'^  ""'T^'  ''  ^""  administered,  deposeth  and 
saith  tli.it  wli  It  IS  herein  betore  conteined  and  declared  to  be  of  his 
ovvne  knowledge  is  the  truth  of  his  knowledge  and  well  knowne  o 
him  to  be  in  manner  as  is  sett  downe;  and  what  else  herein  before 
conteined  and  declared  to  be  the  report  or  rumor  of  those  tineswa, 

p  sons  to  be  the  dealemgs  and  transactions  of  those  times  in  man 

A,     „         ,,    ,,  (Signed)  G.  y.  SWERINGEX 

16^4  thp'f"'  •'''  f'  ''^^'^^^'"^  Sewall'the  twelfth  day  of  May 
1684,  the  aforegoing  deposition  then  taken  before  us 

HENRY  DARXALL. 
W-"  DIGGED. 
N-ICH0LA8  SEWALL 
JOHX  DARXALL. 


ABSTRACT  OF   PROPOSALS  SUBMITTED  BY   TWO 
IROQUOLS  XATIOXS. 

Abstract  of  the  Proposes  of  the  Onounclages  and  Cayouges  Sachims 
at  J\eic  1  vrke  2.  August  IGS4. 

Thai  the  English  will  protect  them  from  the  French  otherwise 
they  shall  loose  all  the  Beavor  and  hunting  othervMse 

That  they  have  put  themselves  and  their  lands  under  the  Protec 
turn  of  the  King,  and  have  given  «usquehanah  River  to  tl  e  GoT 
ernment  of  Xew  York  of  which  they  desire  it  mav  be  a  Bran  h  and 
under  which  they  will  shelter  themselves  from  the  French 

That  Pen  s  people  may  not  settle  under  the  Susquehanah  River 

They  have  putt  them  selves  under  the  King  and  give  two  Dee; 
bkinns  for  the  King  to  write  upon  them,  and  put  a  grfat  r  d  Sea  e 
to  them,  that  they  put  all  their  lands  under  His  Ma.  ai  do  other 
Government  then  Xew  Yorke. 

Xhey  desire  these  proposalls  may  be  sent  to  the  King  with  a  Belt 
of  Wampum  peeg  and  another  small  Belt  for  the  Duke  of  Yoxf 
And  theygiveCol^u^gan  a  Beaver  to  send  over  this  ProposalL 

'  Mattapaiiy  Sewalls  Is  situate  on  the  south  side  nf  Pat„^o„,    .  " 

ahoveus.outh.     lUs  t.„.ous  In  the  annatorr/.lLtrtL^Iurr;^^^^^^^^ 
nson  in  im.  to  the  Protestant  Associators.  who  on  the  receint  of  H»  /       ^^^' 

olutiou  in  Enplanrt,  overthrew  the  Proorief  Lrv  „  ''"^^  "^  '"^  "^"- 

McMahon^x  Histon,  of  Ma^lanl  /  T  ^'"^ '^^"""^"^  ^^  -'->!  the  Province. 

48— Vol.  V. 
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And  my  Lord  Effinphiiin  is  desired  to  talce  notice  tliat  Penn's 
agents  would  haue  bought  the  Susquehanah  River  of  tlieni.  but  thej' 
Avould  not,  but  fastned  it  to  the  Government  of  New  York. 

That  being  a  free  people  uniting  them  seines  to  the  English,  it 
may  be  in  tiieir  power  to  give  their  land  to  what  Sachim  they  please. 


FROM   GOV.  DURGAN-"S  REPORT— 1684. 


The  three  lower  Countys  of  Pensylvania  have  been  a  dependency 
on  this  Place,  &  a  great  many  of  the  Inhabitants  persons  that  re- 
moved thither  from  this  Govermt.  and  I  doe  not  beleive  it  was  his 
Mat''  intention  to  annex  it  to  Pensylvania  nor  to  have  it  subject  to 
the  same  Laws,  it  being  the  Kings  own  Land,  tlie  doing  whereof  by 
M""  Pen  there  has  been  .of  great  detriment  to  this  Placti  in  liindring 
the  Tobacco  to  come  hithei-  as  formerly,  for  then  there  came  two 
shipps  for  one  tliat  comes  now ;  Beaver  &  Peltry  taking  up  but  small 
Stowage  in  Shipi)S 

And  indeed  it  were  in  my  ojiinion  very  necessary  for  the  advan- 
tage of  this  Place  and  increase  of  liis  Maty  Revenues  that  it  were  soe 
ordered  that  the  Tobacco  of  tliese  Countrys  may  bee  imported  hither 
without  paying  there  the  duty  of  one  Peny  p""  Pound,  and  then  wee 
should  not  bee  at  such  streights  for  returns,  their  Trade  would  much 
increase  and  this  Place  become  a  Magazin  for  the  Neighbouring  Pro- 
vinces, &  care  taken  that  the  Tobacco  be  duly  returned  to  England 
whereas  now  a  great  part  of  it  goes  another  way  and  soe  its  very 
necessary  that  the  Collector  of  this  Place  should  be  Collector  of  that 
River  for  the  enumerated  commoditys.  And  wee  will  have  such 
regard  to  the  advantage  of  this  Port  that  wee'l  suffer  noe  fraud  to 
bee  committed  there  nor  noe  Tobacco  to  be  exported  but  what  goes 
either  directly  for  England  or  this  Place 

Besides  wee  find  the  contrary  to  bee  very  inconvenient  in  this  that 
whereas  formerly  the  damnified  Tobacco  wliieh  came  from  thence 
not  fit  for  England  wee  made  up  in  Rolls  »fc  sent  y"-'  same  up  tlie 
River  to  the  Indians  who  in  exchange  gave  in  Beaver  &  Peltry,  for 
want  whereof  his  Mat''  Revenue  here  is  much  impaired  inas  mocli 
as  the  Indians  are  therefore  forc't  eitlier  to  Plant  the  Tobacco  them- 
selves or  to  goe  where  they  can  be  furnished  with  it,  &  there  carry 
their  Beavor  and  Peltry  (they  being  of  tiiat  temper  that  tiiey  had 
rather  want  clothes  than  Tobacco)  by  which  means  his  Mat'"  Rev- 
enue sustains  a  double  loss,  one  in  the  ten  Per  cent  such  Tobacco 
pays  Custom  up  the  River,  &  the  other  in  the  Custom  of  such  Bea- 
ver and  Peltry  as  the  same,  would  produce 
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Further  if  Pensylvania  bee  continued  as  by  Charter,  running  five 
degrees  to  the  Westward  it  will  take  in  the  most  of  the  five  Nations 
that  lye  to  the  Westward  of  Albany,  and  the  whole  Beaver  &  Peltry 
Trade  of  that  Place,  the  consequence  whereof  will  bee  the  Depopu- 
lation of  this  Governm'  for  the  people  must  follow  the  Trade.  Those 
Indians  &  the  peoi)le  of  this  Government  have  been  in  continued 
peace  &  amity  one  with  another  these  fifty  years.  And  tliose  Indi- 
ans about  forty  years  agoe  did  annex  their  Lands  to  this  Governm' 
&  have  ever  since  constantly  renewed  the  same  with  every  Governor 
that  has  been  here  both  in  the  time  of  the  Dutch  &  the  English  and 
in  particular  to  myself  who  fiave  given  them  largely  in  considera- 
tion of  their  lands  And  I  am  certainly  informed,  that  they  have 
declared  they  will  goe  and  live  on  y*'  other  side  of  the  lake  than  bee 
under  any  other  Goverm'  on  this  tlian  ours.  Endeavors  have  been 
used  (tho  to  noe  purpose)  to  p'suade  some  of  our  Traders  wlio  speak 
the  language  to  goe  and  live  upon  the  Susquehanna  River  tho  I  can- 
not yet  find  out  by  whom  this  lias  been  made 

The  five  Indian  Nations  are  the  most  warlike  people  in  America, 
&  are  a  bulwark  between  us  &  the  French  &  all  other  Indians  they 
goe  as  far  as  the  South  Sea  the  North-West  Passage  &  Florida 
to  Warr.  New  England  in  their  last  Warr  with  the  Indians  had 
been  ruined,  had  not  S""  Edmund  Andros  sent  some  of  those  Nations 
to  their  assistance  And  indeed  they  are  soe  considerable  that  all 
the  Indians  in  these  parts  of  America  are  Tributareys  to  them.  I 
suffer  noe  Christians  to  converse  with  them  any  where  but  at  Al- 
bany and  that  not  without  my  licence. 

Since  I  came  here  the  people  of  Boston  have  sent  them  presents  in 
acknowledgement  of  their  favor  and  friendship.  And  I  was  forc't 
to  go  wuth  my  Lord  Effingham  to  bury  his  hatchet  and  theirs  which 
is  their  way  of  making  peace. 

I  have  sent  herewith  what  the  Nations  that  conquered  the  Sus- 
queliannas  desired  of  the  King  in  my  Lord  Effinghams  presence  And 
I  beleive  it  to  be  of  dangerous  consequence  if  denyed. 

This  Government  has  always  been  and  still  is  at  a  great  charge  to 
keep  them  peaceable  &  annexed  to  this  Government  which  is  of  that 
moment  that  upon  any  occasion  I  can  liave  three  or  four  thousand 
of  their  men  at  a  call 

I  cannot  beleive  that  ever  it  was  the  Kings  intention  to  grant 
away  soe  considerable  a  part  of  this  government  which  has  been  so 
long  appropriated  to  it  &  even  the  people  think  it  as  a  i)art  of  them- 
selves and  would  be  much  troubled  at  a  .separation  from  soe  good 
and  ancient  neighbours  that  at  first  of  tljeir  own  free  wills  became 
soe  and  have  ever  since  contmued  with  such  constancy  to  desire  and 
maintain  a  mutual  friendship  and  correspondence  If  therefore  his 
Mat>  were  pleased  to  have  a  line  run  from  41d  and  40m  in  Delaware 
River  to  the  Falls  upon  the  Susquehanna,  and  to  let  M'  Pen  keep 
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all  below  that  it  would  be  sufficieni  for  him  tl)e  bounds  below  it 
being  conjectured  to  contain  more  tlian  all  England  besides  tlie 
lower  Countys  which  is  near  upon  100.  miles  from  tlie  Cape  up  the 
River.;  And  in  breadtl)  more  than  tliirty  miles,  as  is  generaly  be- 
leeved 

To  preserve  the  Beaver  &  Peltry  Trade  for  this  and  Albany  and 
to  bee  an  encouragement  to  our  Beever  Hunters  1  desire  I  miiy  have 
order  to  erect  a  Campagne  Fort  upon  Delaware  in  41  d  40m ;  another 
upon  the  Susquehanna  where  his  Mat'  shall  tJiink  fit  M'  Pens  bounds 
shall  terminate.  And  another  at  Oneigra  near  the  Great  Lake  in 
the  way  wliere  t)ur  people  goe  a  Beaver  hunting  or  trading  or  any 
wliere  else  wheie  I  shall  tliink  convenient  it  being  very  necessary  for 
the  support  of  Trade,  maintaining  a  correspondence  with  tlie  fur- 
ther Indians,  »fc  in  securing  our  right  in  the  country  the  French 
making  a  pretence  as  far  as  tlie  Bay  of  Mexico,  for  which  they  have 
no  other  argument  than  that  they  have  had  possession  this  twenty 
years  by  their  fathers  living  so  long  among  the  Indians  They  have 
fathers  still  among  the  five  Nations  aforementioned,  viz,  the  Ma- 
quaes,  tlie  Sinicaes,  Cayouges,  Oneides,  and  Onondagues  and  have 
converted  many  of  them  to  the  Christian  Faith  and  doe  tlieir  utmost 
to  draw  them  to  Canada,  to  which  place  there  are  already  6  or  700 
retired  and  more  like  to  doe,  to  the  Great  prejudice  of  tliis  Govern- 
ment if  not  prevented.  I  have  done  my  endeavors  and  have  gone 
so  far  in  it  that  I  iiave  prevailed  with  the  Indians  to  consent  to  come 
back  from  Canada  on  condition  tliat  1  procuie  for  them  a  peeee  of 
Land  called  Serachtague  lying  upon  Hudsous  river  above  40  miles 
above  Albany  and  there  furnish  them  with  Preists 


PASSPORT  FOR  THE  FREDENBURGH  TO  NEW  SWEDEN. 


Given  at  Nykopixg,  January  24, 1640. 
We  Christina  &c.  make  known  that  the  bearer  of  tliis  Captain 
Jacob  Powelson  with  the  vessel  under  his  command  named  Freden- 
burgli,  laden  witli  men,  cattle  and  other  things  necessary  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  country,  designs  departing  from  Holland  to 
America  or  the  West  Indies  and  tliere  establishing  liimself  in  the 
country  called  New  Sweden;  we  therefore  beseech  respectively  and 
amicably  all  monarchsand  republics  or  their  otficers  and  servants  to 
whom  the  said  captain  may  address  himself,  and  request  of  them 
and  expressly  command  our  own  subjects,  to  permit  freely  and  with- 
out obstacle  to  pass,  tiie  said  vessel  with  all  the  i)ersons  and  every 
other  thing  which  may  be  on  board  ;  and  according  to  circumstances 
to  permit  him  to  return  to  his  country  ;  we  promise  to  act  in  like 
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manner  and  as  is  becomiiig  to  others  ;  our  subjects  must  fulfil  our 
express  will. 

Given  under  our  Royal  seal  and  countersi,G:ned  resi)ectively  with 
the  pn)i)er  hand  of  our  Guardians  and  administrators  of  the  King- 
dom of  Sweden — day  and  year  above  written. 

GABRIEL  OXEX.STIERNA, 

GUSTAFSSON, 

JACOB  DE  LA  GARDIA, 

CARL  CARLSON, 

GYLDENHIELM, 

OXEL  OXENSTIERNA. 

GABRIEL  OXENSTIERNA  BENGTSSON. 
[Besides  this  passport,  we  have  also  forwarded  two  others  in  wliich 
we  have  left  a  blanlc  for  the  names  of  the  captains  and  their  vessels.] 


QUEEN  CHRISTINA  TO  THE  INHABITANTS   OF   FORT 
CHRISTINA. 


Nykopixg,  January  24, 1640. 
Christina  &c. 

To  our  friends  and  lieges.  We  make  known  to  you  by  these 
presents,  that  we  have  granted  and  permitted  to  our  very  dear 
Gothart  de  Rheden,  Mr.  De  Horst  and  Fenland  &c.  to  him  and  those 
interested  with  him,  to  send  to  New  Sweden  two  or  three  vessels, 
laden  with  men  cattle  and  other  things  necessary  for  the  cultivation 
of  the  country,  to  establish  themselves  on  the  Nortli  side  of  the 
South  River  and  to  there  found  a  Colony.  We  announce  to  you 
likewise,  that  we  have  accorded  to  them  a  grant  and  privilege  with 
several  other  rights.  What  we  exact  from  you  is,  that  you  ])lace  no 
obstacle  to  their  i)roject,  and  moreover  for  your  own  advantage  and 
common  safety  that  you  be  with  them  upon  good  terms.  We  have 
also  the  gracious  intention  of  sending  you  from  Gottenburg,  next 
spring,  if  it  pleases  God,  one  or  two  vessels  with  all  sorts  of  provi- 
sions ;  and  to  detail  to  you  more  fully  our  views  and  intentions,  ac- 
cording to  which  you  will  have  to  conduct  yourself  in  both  cases. 
We  hope  that  you  will  neglect  no  care  for  the  advantage  of  our  ser- 
vice. 
Given  as  above. 

GABRIEL  OXENSTIERNA, 

GUSTAFSON, 

JACOB  DE  LA  GARDIA, 

CARL  CARLSON, 

GYLDENHIELM, 

OXEL  OXENSTIERNA, 

GABRIEL  OXENSTIERNA  BENGTSSON. 
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QUEEN   CilKISTINA'S   ORDER    RELATIVE   TO  THE 
SALARY  OF  JOST  DE  BOGARDT. 


Nykoping,  January  30,  1G40. 
"\Ye  Christina  &c. 

Make  known — Our  dear  and  faithful  Jost  de  Bogardt  having  taken 
upon  himself  and  liaving  promised  to  assist  as  much  as  is  in  his 
power,  by  liis  direction  and  exertions,  our  subjects  at  Cliristina  and 
the  people  whom  we  may  send  there  in  future ;  to  employ  all  his 
care,  on  the  different  occasions  which  present  for  promoting  our  ad- 
vantage and  that  of  the  crown  of  Sweden,  as  also  to  instruct  us 
exactly  on  every  occasion  in  every  tiling  which  it  is  important  we 
should  know  ;  and  to  execute  faithfully  our  orders.  We  secure  to 
him,  for  this  service  with  which  he  is  charged  an  annual  compensa- 
tion to  commence  at  present,  of  500  liorinsof  tlie  Empire  or  200  Rix 
Dollars.  These  500  florins  or  200  Rix  Dollars,  shall  be  every  year, 
fully  and  without  failure  remitted  to  his  Banker  in  Holland  by  our 
Resident  Spiring,or  other  charge  d'affaires  whom  we  may  then  have 
in  Holland.  If  in  future,  we  have  new  jn-oofs  of  the  attachment  of 
Mr.  Jost  de  Bogardt  and  of  his  zeal  to  promote  our  welfare  and  that 
of  our  crown,  we  promise  by  these  presents  to  augment  his  said  an- 
nual salary  100  florins  of  the  Empire  and  moreover  according  to 
circumstances  to  recompense  him  in  a  royal  manner.  Such  is  the 
design  of  this  letter. 
Given  day  and  year  as  above. 

GABRIEL  OXENSTIERNA, 

GUSTAFSON, 

JACOB  DE  LA  GARDIA, 

CARL  CARLSON, 

GYLDENIIIELM, 

OXEL  OXENSTIERNA, 

GABRIEL  OXENSTIERNA  BENGTSSON. 


OBLIGATION  OF  JOST  DE  BOGARDT. 


Nykoping,  January  1G40 
The  very  powerful  Sec  princess  Christina  «fcc  my  very  gracious 
Queen  and  Lady  having  given  me  tlie  undersigned  a  place  in  her 
service  in  the  country  of  New  Sweden,  I  promise  and  engage  by  this 
instrument  to  be  faithful  and  subject  to  her  majesty  as  a  true  and 
faithful  servant  and  subject  ought  to  be  ;  and  not  only  to  aid  by  my 
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counsels  and  actions,  tlie  persons  who  are  at  fort  Christina  andtliose 
also  who  may  hereafter  be  sent  there  from  the  kingdom  of  Sweden, 
but  to  employ  my  exertions  to  procure,  as  occasion  presents,  what- 
ever will  be  most  advantageous  to  her  Majesty  and  the  crown  of 
Sweden,  and  moreover  not  to  suffer  any  opportunity  to  pass  of  send- 
ing to  Sweden  all  information  which  may  be  useful  to  her  majesty 
and  the  crown  of  Sweden  ;  and  in  this  and  all  otiier  tilings  which 
her  majesty  may  deign  to  confide  to  me  and  order ;  to  fulfil  always 
exactly  her  orders  as  a  faithful  subject  ouglit  to  do— witli  all  the  in- 
telligence and  exactness,  of  which  I  am  capable— the  whole  faith- 
fully &  without  delay.  In  faith  whereof  I  have  signed  this  letter 
with  my  own  hand  and  have  attested  it  by  affixing  my  common  seal. 
Done  year  and  day  as  above 

JOST  DE  BOGARDT 


QUEEN    CHRISTINA'S    GRANT    AND   PRIVILEGE   FOR 

THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  NE  W  COLONY 

IN  NEW  SWEDEN. 


Nykoping,  Jan'y  24,  164n 
We  Christina  &c  make  known  by  these  presents.  Our  dear  Mr. 
Henry  Hochhanmer  and  others  interested  and  in  comi)any  with 
him,  liaving  humbly  re])resented  that  by  means  of  the  grant  and 
privilege  which  we  granted  them,  they  had  the  intention  of  estab- 
lishing a  new  colony  in  the  country  of  new  Sweden  ;  after  having 
maturely  weighed  the  circumstances  of  this  affair,  not  only  we  ap- 
prove their  design  but  also  we  wish  to  second  it  and  in  order  to  fa- 
cilitate its  execution  we  grant  them  special  concessions  and  the 
following  privileges : 

1st. — We  concede  by  these  presents,  and  grant  to  them  permission 
to  cause  to  depart  from  Holland  at  their  expense,  under  our  royal 
protection  and  in  our  name,  two  or  three  vessels  with  men,  cattle 
and  other  things  necessary,  wijich  from  the  commencement  they 
have  designed  to  transport  from  thence,  for  the  purpose  of  landing 
them  below  Fort  Christina,  on  the  north  side  of  South  River  and 
there  to  take  by  their  agents  as  well  of  this  side  of  the  river  as  of 
the  other,  as  much  land  as  is  necessary  for  their  project,  to  put  the 
lands  under  actual  cultivation  in  the  S[)ace  of  ten  years,  in  such 
manner  however  that  tiiey  sliall  limit  their  possessions  at  least  to 
four  or  five  German  miles  from  Fort  Christina. 

2d.— But  if  the  country  which  at  first  they  shall  have  chosen  does 
not  suit   them,  they  may  without  any  obstacle  choose  another; 


760  .PArERS  EELATIXG  TO  THE 

which  nevertheless  shall  only  be  done  with  our  express  consent  or 
that  of  our  Governor  in  that  country,  to  the  end,  that  no  person  re- 
ceive damage  by  it. 

3d. — Tlie  possession  of  all  that  they  may  thus  occupy  by  virtue  of 
the  first  or  second  articles,  shall  be  guaranteed  to  them  by  our  royal 
authority  and  never  shall  any  tiling  be  taken  from  them  by  us,  either 
from  them  or  their  descendants. 

4th. — All  within  their  district,  besides  the  fruit  of  the  surface, 
minerals,  rivers,  springs,  as  well  as  the  woods  and  forests,  the  fish, 
the  chase,  even  that  of  the  birds,  the  establishments  upon  the  water, 
the  wind  mills  and  every  other  advantage  and  utility  which  they 
find  established  or  maybe  established,  shall  remain  for  ever  to  them 
and  their  descendants  as  allodial  and  hereditary  i)roi)erty,  &  they 
shall  only  pay  to  us  and  to  our  successors,  as  an  acknowledgment  of 
our  sovereignty  i)er  annum  three.florinsof  the  empire  for  each  family 
established  ui)on  their  territory'. 

5th. — We  grant  in  like  manner  to  them  the  right  of  exercising  in 
their  district  high  and  low  justice,  of  founding  there  cities  and  vil- 
lages and  communities,  with  a  certain  police,  statutes  and  ordi- 
nances, to  appoint  magistrates  and  ofticers,  to  take  the  title  and 
arms  of  their  said  colony  or  province ;  it  being  understood  that  they 
and  their  descendants  shall  receive  of  us  and  our  successors  that 
jurisdiction  and  those  royal  rights  as  an  hereditary  fief:  and  that 
they  must  conform  themselves  in  this  casetoall  which  concerns  the 
ordinary  justice  of  fiefs. 

6th. — As  in  all  we  reserve  for  us  and  our  successors  to  the  throne, 
sovereignty,  and  what  depends  upon  it:  and  especially  appeals  to 
us  and  our  governors  established  by  us,  our  will  is,  that  the  statutes 
and  ordinances,  which  they  intend  to  establish,  should  be  commu- 
nicated to  our  said  governor,  and  presented  for  his  ap])robation  and 
confirmation,  in  order  to  discuss  and  execute  with  him  all  which 
may  most  contribute  to  the  advantage  and  welfare  of  the  whole 
country. 

7th. — As  regards  Eeligion  we  are  willing  to  permit  that,  besides 
the  Augsburg  Confession ,  the  exercise  of  the  pretended  reformed 
religion  may  be  established  and  observed  in  that  country  :  in  such 
manner  however  that  those  who  profess  the  one  or  the  other  reli- 
gion, live  in  peace,  abstaining  from  every  useless  dispute,  from  all 
scandal  and  from  all  abuse.  The  patrons  of  this  colony  shall  be 
obliged  to  support  at  all  times,  as  many  ministers  and  schoolmasters, 
as  tiie  number  of  inhabitants  shall  seem  to  require  ;  and  to  choose 
moreover  for  this  purjjose,  persons  who  iiave  at  heart  the  conversion 
of  the  pagan  inhabitants  to  Christianity. 

8th. — It  is  also  granted  to  the  ])atrons  to  establish  in  this  colony 
all  sorts  of  industry  and  manufacture,  to  engage  in  all  commerce 
and  trade  in  the  country  and  out  of  it,  as  also  to  go  with  their  ves- 
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sels  and  carry  on  trade  with  all  the  coast  of  the  West  Indies  and 
Africa,  belonging  to  potentates  with  Avhom  we  are  not  at  war,  as 
well  as  in  the  rivers  and  bays  Avhich  belong  to  them ;  not  otherwise 
nevertheless  than  with  vessels  and  yachts  which  have  been  built  in 
New  Sweden — and  our  desire  is  for  tiie  advantage  of  their  expedi- 
tions to  lend  them  all  tlie  assistance  wliicli  dei)ei)ds  upon  us. 

9th. — For  all  tlie  merchandize  which  they  shall  cause  to  be  trans- 
ported from  New  Sweden  into  the  countries  of  Europe,  tlie  depot 
shall  be  Gottenburg.  It  sliall  not  however  be  required  of  the  mer- 
chants to  pass  the  sound,  if  tliey  wish  to  go  to  some  other  part  of 
our  kingdom.  As  to  foreign  ports  which  do  not  depend  upon  the 
crown  of  Sweden,  it  shall  not  be  permitted  to  them  to  enter,  except 
in  case  of  absolute  necessity  ;  and  in  this  case,  they  shall  be  no  less 
required  to  repair  to  Gottenburg  afterwards,  there  to  shew  tiie 
reasons  wliicli  compelled  them  to  ehter  a  foreign  port,  to  pay  duty 
on  the  niercliandize  which  tliey  shall  have  sold  elsewhere,  and  to 
equip  their  vessels  anew  ;  and  we  wish  that  all  shall  conduct  them- 
selves in  such  a  manner  that  there  accrue  no  damage  to  the  revenue 
heretofore  granted  and  made  to  the  commei-cial  Company  of  New- 
England  to  which  they  must  conform  themselves. 

10th. — We  exempt  also  by  tliese  presents  the  said  patrons  and  the 
colonies  subject  to  them  for  ten  successive  years,  from  all  impost, 
duty,  excise,  and  every  otlier  contribution  and  cliarge,  whetiier  real 
or  personal,  of  whatever  name.  They  sliall  only  pay  as  is  men- 
tioned in  the  4tli  article,  the  three  florins,  on  the  goods  and  mer- 
chandize which  shall  be  transported  into  our  states ;  and  if  these 
goods  and  merchandize  are  agaiu  exported,  they  shall  be  then  free 
from  the  duties  of  the  custom-house  usual  in  the  kingdom ;  at  the 
same  time  tliey  shall  enjoy  all  the  privileges  which  we  grant  to  our 
otlrer  subjects. 

11th. — At  the  end  of  ten  years  all  that  has  been  decreed  by  the 
preceding  article  with  resjject  to  the  customs  of  our  kingdom  shall 
remain  in  force,  and  at  the  same  time  they  shall  pay  in  New  Sweden 
5  per  cent,  on  all  goods  which  shall  enter  there  or  carry  away  &  as 
the  expense  for  the  wages  of  othcers  necessary  in  tlie  country,  for 
the  support  of  fortresses  ajid  other  indispensable  fortifications  must 
be  derived  from  the  Customs  ;  they  cannot  refuse  to  assist  for  that 
object  by  other  contributions,  according  to  the  necessity  as  the  time 
and  circumstances  shall  require,  to  the  end  that  we  may  have 
greater  reason  to  secure  to  them  and  their  posterity  tranquillity  and 
safety, 

12tli. — We  desire  beside  that  they  shall  take  special  care  that  it 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  any  person  of  the  colony  to  take  either 
man  or  woman,  domestic  or  servant  from  the  service  to  which  they 
are  bound  to  their  master,  nor  to  take  into  their  service  any  ])erson 
who  before  the  time  fixed  by  his  engagement  has  of  his  own  authority, 


762  PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE 

left  his  Kservice  without  express  ])ermission  of  liis  former  master,  and 
on  tliis  point  tlie  Governor  is  specially  autliorized  to  support  the 
master  in  his  rights. 

13th. — We  permit  &  grant  by  these  presents  to  the  under-written 
masters  of  vessels  to  send  everywhere  in  the  ocean  for  fish,  their 
vessels  built  in  New  Sweden.  It  is  also  permitted  to  them  to  con- 
duct and  sell  the  fisli  wliich  they  shall  liave  taken,  not  only  to  all 
quarters  of  the  W.  Indies,  but  also  if  convenient  to  tliem,  to  all 
places  situated  on  the  streights  of  Gibraltar  and  upon  the  Mediter- 
ranean sea;  ui)on  condition,  however,  that  the  whole  be  first  duly 
declared  and  registered  by  our  agents,  that  the  customs  be  i)aid,and 
that  there  be  no  fraud,  and  moreover  that  they  observe  exactly  all 
that  is  directed  in  article  9  in  resi)ect  to  the  depot  of  Gottenburg. 

14th. — In  case  any  of  the  said  patrons  or  their  descendants,  hap- 
l)en  hereafter  to  discover  in  the"  country  above  described,  any  min- 
erals, precious  stones,  coral,  clirystal,  marble,  a  pearl  fishery,  occa- 
sion for  making  salt  or  other  like  things— those  who  discover  them 
are  at  liberty  to  work  them  with  consent  of  our  governor  ;  and  he 
sliall  enjoy  without  any  charge  during  ten  years  tlie  whole  produce 
of  the  discovery ;  after  ten  years  have  passed  he  shall  in  preference 
to  all  others  be  maintained  and  protected  in  said  possession,  with 
the  obligation  to  pay  to  us  per  year  a  certain  annual  sum  to  be  then 
determined. 

15th. — We  take  by  these  presents  the  said  patrons  and  their  Colony 
under  own  special  protection,  and  we  are  disjiosed  to  defend  them 
and  i)rotect  them,  at  all  times,  and  as  much  as  in  our  power,  against 
all  attacks  as  well  as  to  watch  over  their  interests,  and  to  procure 
by  all  means  their  well  being  as  well  as  thafof  all  our  faitliful  sub- 
jects. 

16th. — On  the  contrary  tliey  will  be  held,  tliey  and  their  descend- 
ants not  to  be  wanting  in  those  things  which  tliey  owe  us  and  if  we 
shall  have  war  with  any  king  or  republic  to  take  as  much  to  heart 
the  interests  of  our  faithful  subjects  as  tlieir  own,  to  lend  us  their 
assistance  and  co-operate  as  much  as  time  and  circumstances  will 
permit  for  the  preservation  of  our  states,  and  of  their  own  pros- 
perity. We  desire  moreover  tiiat  they  and  their  posterity  be  always 
exempt  from  enrolments  and  from  compulsory  military  service. 

17th. — We  exempt  in  like  manner  the  said  inhabitants  of  New 
Sweden,  as  well  as  their  i^osterity,  from  all  confiscation  of  property  ; 
and  we  desire  that  fines,  wliatever  may  be  the  offence,  do  not 
amount  to  more  than  lOU  tlorins  of  tlie  Empire  or  40  Rix  Dollars  ; 
and  we  reserve  to  ourselves  every  other  species  of  punishment  ac- 
cording to  the  quality  of  the  offence. 

isth. — And  as  the  said  patrons  think  of  transporting  into  said 
country  in  a  few  years,  a  more  considerable  number  of  men  and 
beasts,  and  several  other  things  necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  the 


COLONIES  ON  THE  DELAWARE.  763 

earth,  the  construction  of  houses  and  the  founding  a  city,  tliey  are 
permitted  not  only  for  once,  but  even  several  times,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  articles,  to  transport  them  directly  from  Holland, 
each  time,  however  with  our  knowledge  and  special  permission, 
more  particularly,  as  always  the  equipments  were  ordinarily  made 
at  Gottenburg.  For  more  ample  contirmation  of  all  this,  we  have 
caused  to  be  affixed  to  this  letter  our  private  seal,  and  we  have  rati- 
fied It  by  our  ])roper  signature  and  that  of  our  respective  guardians 
and  administrators  of  the  kingdom  of  Sweden. 
Done  as  above. 

GABRIEL  OXENSTIERXA, 

JACOB  DE  LA  GARDIA, 

CARL  CARLSON, 

GYLDENHIELM, 

AND.  OXENSTIERNA, 

GABRIEL  OXENSTIERNA  BENGSSON. 
[This  privelege  was  first  prepared  for  Lt.  Horst,  but  afterwards 
given  to  Henry  Hochhanmer.] 


QUEEN  CHRISTINA  TO  MR.  SPIERINGH. 


Nykoping,  the  first  of  Feby.  1640 
Christina  &c  «fcc. 

^  To  our  beloved  and  Lieges,  greeting— We  make  known  to  you  espe- 
cially,  that  Gothard  de  Rhedere,  Sieur  De  Ilorst  and  Vreeland  & 
his  associates,  a  long  time  since  besought  us  to  give  them  a  grant 
and  privilege  to  found  a  Colony  in  the  country  of  New  Sweden,  as 
is  no  doubt  well  known  to  you  ;  however,  that  after  having  delib- 
erately weighed  this  business,  we  have  caused  to  be  sent  them,  this 
privilege  in  due  form— but  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  these 
persons  should  give  us  for  guaranty,  a  counter  obligation  i  we  have 
required  that  the  said  privilege  witli  the  other  original  letters  which 
thereto  belong,  be  sent  you  with  this  injunction,  that  for  guaranty 
thereof,  you  require  of  tlie  said  persons  a  similar  counter  obligation 
—we  send  you  the  form  of  said  obligation.  You  will  do  us  a  favor 
by  completing  it  still  lurtlier  ;  and  moreover,  to  endeavour  that  the 
words  "so  far  as  regards  the  state  of  New  Sweden"  be  excluded: 
more  especially  as  their  new  obligation,  even  without  that,  signifies 
no  other  thing,  as  their  other  obligations  and  duties  towards  their 
country  remain  in  full  force.  In  case  they  will  not  consent  to  this 
arrangement— the  wliole  affair  shall  be  submitted  to  your  discretion, 
and  you  will  arrange  things  so  that  for  this  reason,  the  business  be 
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not  deferred,  and  that  they  lose  neither  the  time  nor  season  ;  but 
that  on  the  contrary,  the  vessel  be  despatcliedAvith  the  greatest  dili- 
gence possible.    We  are  for  the  rest,  etc.  &c. 
Given  day  and  vear  as  above. 

GABRIEL  OXEXSTIERNA, 

JACOB  DE  LA  GARDIA, 

CARL  CARLSON, 

GYLDENHIELM, 

AXD.  OXEX8TIERNA, 

GABRIEL  OXENSTIERNA  BENGSSOX. 


PLENARY  POWERS  TO  JOHN  PRINTZ,  GOVERNOR  OF 
NEW  SWEDEN. 


Stockholm,  Angst.  16, 1642. 
We  Christina  &c  &c.  Make  known  that  several  of  our  faithful 
subjects  having  commenced  visiting  the  coasts  of  the  West  Indies  ; 
and  having  purchased  in  form  and  having  already  occupied  a  con- 
siderable part  of  that  country  wliich  they  have  named  New  Sweden  : 
in  consequence,  as  tlieir  laudable  project,  tlie  navigation  wliich  they 
have  undertaken,  and  tlie  cultivation  which  they  are  disi)()sed  to 
make,  cannot  but  increase  and  facilitate  commerce,  to  give  tliem 
more  vigor  and  extent  not  only  we  have  approved  their  design  and 
taken  the  country  and  its  inhabitants  under  our  royal  protection, 
but  again  to  favor  and  to  strengthen  the  work  which  tliey  have 
commenced,  we  have  given  to  the  country  and  inhabitants,  our  sul)- 
jects,  a  Governor,  and  have  named  as  we  do  here,  by  virtue  of  this 
letter  patent,  our  very  faithful  subject,  the  above  named  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  of  cavalry,  John  Printz,  for  Governor  of  New  Sweden— 
and  also  according  as  he  is  bound  to  us  and  the  crown  of  Sweden, 
he  engages  himself  to  administer  and  govern  said  country,  and  to 
defend  its  inhabitants  against  all  violence  and  foreign  attachment, 
and  to  preserve  above  all  that  country  in  safe  and  faitliful  hands. 
Also  he  must  preserve  amity,  good  neighboui-hood  and  correspond- 
ence with  foreigners,  with  those  who  depend  upon  his  government, 
and  the  natives  of  the  country:  to  render  justice  without  distinc- 
tion, so  that  there  shall  be  injury  to  no  one— and  if  any  person  be- 
have himself  grossly,  he  must  punish  him  in  a  convenient  manner 
and  as  regards  the  cultivation  of  the  country,  he  must  in  a  liberal 
manner  regulate  and  continue  it,  so  that  the  Inhabitants  may  de- 
rive from  it  their  lionest  support,  and  even  that  commerce  may  re- 
ceive from  it  a  sensible  increase— as  to  himself,  he  will  so  conduct 
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in  his  government  as  to  be  williiifr  a,id  able  faithfnllv  to  answer  for 
It  betore  God,  before  us  and  every  brave  Swede,  regulating  himself 
by  the  instructions  given  to  him. 

For  these  causes  we  order  by  tiiese  presents  in  general  and  par- 
ticular all  those  who  see  them,  and  especiallv  to  all  the  colonists 
who  are  our  subjects  and  those  of  the  crown  of  Sweden,  who  are 
established  and  live  in  New  Sweden,  to  acknowledge  the  said  John 
I  rintz  m  the  quality  of  our  Governor  in  the  said  countrv,  to  obey 
him  and  respect  him  in  every  thing  which  he  mav  ordJr  for  our 
greatest  advantage  and  that  of  our  kingdom.  Such  is  our  will  and 
every  person  must  conform  as  is  his  duty  and  with  all  his  power. 
In  faith  of  which,  &c. 
Given  at  our  Royal  Castle  at  Stockholm,  as  above 

PETER  BRAIIE, 

HERMAN  WRANGEL, 

CHARLES  FLEMING, 

OXEL  OXENSTIERNA, 

GABRIEL  OXENSTIERNA  BENGSSON, 

A,  GYLDENKLAU. 


THE  QL^EEN'S  ORDER  RELATIVE  TO  THE  SALARY  OF 
GOVERNOR  PRINTZ. 


Stockholm,  Aug.  15, 1642. 
We  Christina,  make  known  :  Having  judged  it  suitable  &  neces- 
sary to  confide  to  our  trusty  John  Printz,  formerly  lieutenant  Col. 
of  Cavalry,  the  government  of  New  Sweden,  and  the  said  John 
Printz  having  accepted  it  in  good  will :— and  also  having  in  him  the 
greatest  confidence,  that  accordiug  to  his  duties  he  will  be  duly 
faithful  to  us  and  to  the  crown  of  Sweden,  he  will  seek  to  favor  and 
procure  our  advantage  and  that  of  the  crown  :  as  iilso  that  of  the 
Navigation  Company  (who  have  undertaken  this  navigation,  and 
have  bought  the  country)— that  if  there  was  any  damage  to  fear,  he 
will  take  notice  of  it  in  time,  and  avert  it  as  far  as  possible ;  and 
that  moreover,  he  will  watch  over  all  that  shall  be  commanded, 
prescribed  and  confided  in  a  special  instruction.  In  consideration 
thereof,  we  secure  to  him  an  annual  compensation  and  support  as 
loijg  as  he  shall  remain  in  said  service.  Twelve  hundred  silver  Dol- 
lars ;  and  as  long  as  he  shall  remain  in  the  country  he  shall  draw 
regularly  these  12UU  silver  Dollars  from  tlie  revenue  which  exists 
already,  or  which  shall  be  regulated  liereafter— and  this  salary  shall 
commence  to  be  paid  to  him  from  the  1st  January  1042.     Our  Coun- 
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sellors,  of  the  Chamber  and  of  Finance,  our  Treasurers  and  all 
others,  to  whom  it  belons^,  must  regulate  themselves  according 
hereto.    In  faitli  of  whicli,  &c. 
Given  day  and  vear  as  above. 

PETER  BRAKE, 

IIERMAX  WRANGLE, 

CHARLES  FLEMING, 

OXEL  OXENSTIERNA, 

GABRIEL  OXENSTIERNA  BENGTSSON, 

O.  GYLDENKLAU. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  JOHN  PRINTZ,  GOVERNOR  OF 
NEW  SWEDEN. 


Agreeably  to  whicli  her  majesty  our  very  gracious  Queen,  wishes 
Sr.  John  Printz,  Lieutenant  of  Cavalry,  and  now  appointed  Gover- 
nor of  New  Sweden,  to  regulate  himself  during  his  voyage  towards 
said  country  and  when  he  shall  liave  arrived  there,  &c. 

Stockholm,  Aug.  15, 1G42. 

I. 

As  some  subjects  of  her  majesty  &  the  crown  of  Sweden  have  un- 
dertaken some  time  since  to  visit  the  coasts  of  the  West  Indies,  and 
as  already  they  have  had  the  good  fortune  of  conquering  &  ]mr- 
chasing  a  considerable  i)ortion  of  territory,  &  of  there  establishing 
commerce,  esi)ecially  with  tlie  design  of  extending  the  jurisdiction 
it  sovereignty  of  her  majesty  &  the  crown  of  Sweden,  and  have 
called  that  country  "  New  Sweden  ;"  her  majesty,  after  having  ex- 
amined &  judged  that  this  voyage  wliicli  tiiey  had  projected  and  ex- 
ecuted, was  not  only  laudable  and  reasonable  in  itself,  but  also  that 
it  would  attract  more  respect  to  her  majesty  and  the  crown  of 
Sweden,  and  jjrocure  for  them  in  time,  really  greater  advantage  and 
strength — her  majesty  therefore  in  order  to  favor  this  enterprise 
a;id  to  aid  those  who  have  ])articipated  in  it,  has  furnished  them, 
for  the  continuation  of  this  important  trade,  and  for  securing  and 
strengthening  the  establishments  already  commenced  in  New 
Sweden,  and  for  the  ol)taining  this  laudable  end,  two  vessels  to  make 
the  voyage,  the  one  named  the  Stork,  the  other  the  Renown,  as  also 
several  other  necessary  resources,  under  the  orders  of  a  Governor, 
whom  her  majesty  has  provided  with  full,  convenient,  and  sufficient 
power — has  appointed  to  this  station  Lieutenant  Colonel  John 
Printz,  and  has  judged  proper  to  give  to  him  the  following  instruo 
tions — 
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The  Governor  of  New  Sweden  nmst  tirst  and  witliont  delay,  as 
tlie  said  vessels  have  already  sailed  tor  Gottenburg,  depart  hence 
and.direct  his  course  by  land  in  such  manner,  that  he  may  be  able 
to  arrive  by  the  first  opi)ortunity.  Being  arrived  at  Gottenburg  lie 
must,  in  tlie  best  manner  he  is  able,  and  especially  agreeably  to  the 
special  regulations  which  the  company  shall  have  been  able  to  make, 
aid  them  in  disposing  and  ordering  every  thing,  and  as  far  as  re- 
gards him  and  those  under  his  orders,  to  arrange  things  in  such  a 
manner,  that  he  may  be  able  to  depart  with  the  vessels  and  be  at  sea 
in  the  month  of  September  next. 

III. 

But  before  or  as  soon  as  the  vessels  leave  Gottenburg,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  Governor  with  tlie  Captains  and  the  persons  who 
usually  form  his  council,  should  deliberate  upon  tlie  nature  of  tlie 
wind  and  other  circumstances,  and  decide  whetlier  to  direct  his 
course  to  tlie  north  of  Scotland,  or  through  the  channel  which  sepa- 
rates France  from  England. 

IV. 

On  the  passage  and  during  all  the  voyage,  he  must  take  care  tliat 
the  captains  and  crew  discharge  tlieir  duties  at  sea  with  fidelity  and 
exactness,  and  in  all  occurrences  of  any  importance  and  which  merit 
reflection,  he  must  ask  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  above  per- 
sons who  ordinarily  form  the  council  of  vessels  :  and  if  there  passes 
any  thing  worthy  of  remark,  he  must  note  it,  by  keeping  a  journal 
or  exact  protocol,  and  send  us  a  copy  of  it  by  every  opportunity. 

V. 

When  (should  it  please  God,)  the  Governor  shall  have  arrived  at 
New  Sweden,  he  should  take  care,  that  tiie  frontiers  of  the  country 
of  which  our  subjects  have  taken  possession,  extends,  by  virtue  of 
the  contract  with  the  savage  inhabitants  as  legitimate  proprietaries, 
from  the  borders  of  the  sea  to  Cape  Ilenlopen,  in  returning  south 
west  towards  Godyns  bay  and  then  towards  the  great  South  river 
as  far  as  Minquas  kill,  where  is  constructed  fort  Christina  and  from 
thence  again  towards  South  river,  and  the  whole  to  a  place  which 
the  savages  call  Sankikan,  which  is  at  the  same  time  the  i)lace  wliere 
are  the  last  limits  of  New  Sweden.  This  district  or  this  extent  of 
country,  may  be  in  length  about  30  German  miles;  but  as  to  the 
width  in  the  interior  of  the  country  it  has  been  stiijulated  and  de- 
creed in  the  contracts  that  the  subjects  of  her  majesty  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  navigation  company  may  take  as  much  of  the  country  as 
they  wish. 

VI. 

Seeing  that  in  the  year  preceding  (1641),  several  English  families 
to  the  number  of  about  60  persons  established  themselves  and  began 
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to  build  liouses  and  cultivate  the  eaith  iu  other  places,  viz  :  on  the 
Eastern  side  of  said  South  river,  near  a  small  river  named  Ferken's 
kill ;  tlie  said  subjects  of  lier  majesty  and  tlie  members  of  the  com- 
pany, have  with  tlie  intention  of  attracting  to  them,  the  English, 
bouglit  from  tlie  savages  who  inliabited  the  country,  all  the  said 
western  part,  from  tlie  mouth  of  tlie  great  river  to  Cape  May  and 
even  to  another  small  river,  Narratisenks  kill,  the  whole  extending 
about  12  German  miles,  comprising  therein  even  Ferkens  kill,  above 
mentioned.  The  Governor  ought  to  maintain  tliis  contract  of  pur- 
chase inviolable,  and  with  force,  and  tlius  to  attract  these  English 
families  under  tlie  authority  and  power  of  her  majesty  the  crown  of 
Sweden  ;  since,  according  to  report,  they  show  themselves  suffi- 
ciently disposed,  but  it  may  be  imagined  that  they  are  willing  to 
submit  themselves  as  a  free  people,  to  a  sovereign  who  can  defend 
and  protect  them,  believing  themselves  able  to  increase  in  a  short 
time  to  the  number  of  several  hundreds.  But  although  these  may 
be  reasons  why  the  Governor  seeks  to  subject  the  English  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  crown  of  Sweden,  yet  as  lier  majesty  judges  that 
it  will  be  better  and  more  advantageous  for  her,  for  the  crown,  and 
for  those  interested,  to  be  able  to  disembarrass  themselves  of  it 
honestly,  and  for  them  to  leave  the  country,  her  majesty  leaves  it 
to  the  discretion  of  Gov.  Printz  to  endeavor  to  obtain  this  point, 
and  for  it  to  work  under-hand  as  much  as  possible,  with  good  man- 
ners and  with  success. 

YII. 
It  is  not  now  a  suliject  of  doubt,  that  the  Dutch  West  India  Com- 
pany, endeavours  and  wishes  to  appropriate  to  itself,  the  portion  of 
land  wliere  tlie  English  are  establislied,  and  certainly  also  all  the 
eastern  part  of  the  great  South  river ;  and  so  much  tlie  more  as 
their  fort  or  redoubt  Nassau,  whicli  is  now  occupied  by  about  20 
men,  is  not  very  far  from  the  eastern  side  of  this  river.  Since  they 
make  no  pretentious  to  all  the  western  part  of  the  said  South  river, 
and  consequently  of  all  that  of  which  our  subjects  are  in  possession 
—imagining  that  by  their  fort  Nassau,  they  have  acquired  and  re- 
served the  possession  of  all  the  South  river,  and  of  all  the  country 
situated  on  both  sides  of  said  river  :  It  is  for  this  reason  that  they 
have  protested  against  the  subjects  of  her  majesty  for  commencing 
to  occupy  and  cultivate  the  earth,  and  as  much  as  possible  they 
have  never  been  willing  to  permit  and  grant  to  our  subjects  to  as- 
cend the  South  river  before  their  fort  Nassau;  consequently,  the 
Governor  will  comport  himself  as  is  agreeable  towards  the  members 
of  the  Dutch  West  India  company,  and  represent  to  them  with 
mildness  and  moderation,  that  her  majesty  and  her  subjects  have 
only  had  in  this  matter  a  reasonable  and  just  intention ;  that  is, 
that  they  only  sought  and  that  they  now  only  seek  to  open  a  free 
communication  for  commerce,  that  the  subjects  of  her  majesty  had 
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bouglit  in  due  form  from  the  legitimate  proprietors  of  the  soil,  that 
which  they  possessed  ;  and  had  commenced  cultivating  it,  and  that 
thus  they  could  not,  without  the  greatest  injustice,  act  against  lier 
majesty  and  iier  subjects,  nor  trouble  them  in  tlieir  i)ossessi()ns.  If 
the  said  Dutch  Company,  contrary  to  all  hope,  sliow  any  hostile  in- 
tentions, notliing  would  be  more  proper  than  to  be  ui)on  guard,  and 
to  tliink  of  the  means  of  repelling  force  by  force  as  far  as  possible, 
as  circumstances  will  permit.  As  we  cannot  here  judge  of  such 
things  as  upon  the  spot,  her  majesty  leaves  to  tlie  discretion  of  the 
Governor,  to  seek  first  to  remove  these  disagreements  by  mildness 
and  representation  ;  but  if  that  does  not  succeed,  to  act  with  vigor 
so  as  to  cause  her  majesty  to  be  respected  and  those  interested,  and 
to  procure  their  advantage.  But  if  tliese  unfortunate  events  do  not 
happen,  as  we  liope,  and  the  subjectsof  iier  majesty  are  not  troubled 
in  their  lawful  possessions,  the  Govei-nor  must  then  maintain  amity 
and  good  neighborhood  with  the  said  Dutch  at  Fort  Nassau  and 
with  those  who  are  establislied  higher  up  the  North  river  at  Man- 
hatan  or  New  Amsterdam ;  and  in  like  manner  with  the  English 
who  inhabit  Virginia,  and  not  to  interfere  with  that  wliich  they 
actually  possess — especially  because  the  English  of  the  frontiers  of 
Virginia  have  already  commenced  to  procure  for  the  subjects  of  her 
majesty  in  New  Sweden,  all  sorts  of  necessary  provisions,  and  liave 
even  offered  to  cause  these  to  come  at  a  reasonable  price— to  supply 
GUI-  demand,  whether  of  cattle  or-  of  grain  ;  the  Governor  therefore 
must  seek  to  continue  this  correspondence  commenced  witli  the 
Englisli— leave  to  commerce  a  free  and  uncontrolled  course,  and 
manage  the  interests  and  advantage  of  her  majesty  and  subjects. 

VIII. 
As  to  those  of  the  Dutch  nation  who  have  gone  to  New  Sweden 
and  are  tiiere  established,  and  under  the  protection  of  her  majesty 
and  the  crown  of  Sweden,  and  who  have  for  commandant  Just  de 
Bogard,  the  Governor  must  after  the  contents  of  the  grant  and 
privilege  which  her  majesty  has  given  to  their  principal,  evidence 
all  good  will  and  good  fellowship  to  them  and  tlieir  governor ;  but 
at  the  same  time,  must  see  to  it,  that  on  their  part  they  fulfil  the 
conditions  stipulated  in  the  privilege  which  has  been  granted  to 
them,  and  also  obey  the  order  which  has  been  signified  to  them  this 
year  ;  that  being  established  too  near  to  fort  Ciiristina,  (as  report 
says  they  are  distant  from  it  only  3  miles,)  they  must  abandon  said 
place  and  occupy  one  more  distant  from  the  Fort — liowever,  her 
majesty  leaves  to  the  good  pleasure  of  the  Governor  and  his  local 
knowledge  to  decide,  if  after  notice  taken  of  the  conduct  of  these 
Dutch  and  of  the  situation  of  the  place  which  they  occupy,  he  ought 
to  leave  tliem  quietly  tiiere,  or  make  in  this  respect  the  disposition 
and  arrangement  which  he  may  find  most  useful  and  most/advan- 
49— Vol.  V. 
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tageoiis  to  her  majesty  and   to  the  members  of  the  Navigation 
Company. 

IX. 

The  Governor  will  treat  with  much  humanity  &  mildness  the  na- 
tions bordering  ui)on  all  tlie  other  side,  and  will  see  tliat  neither 
violence  nor  injustice  is  done  them  by  tlie  peo])le  of  her  majesty,  nor 
by  those  of  the  aforesaid  subjects:  but  on  the  contrary,  he  must 
labor  on  all  occasions,  that  these  savage  peoi)le  be  instructed  in  tiie 
Christian  religion  and  the  divine  service,  or  civilized,  well  regulated, 
hapi)y,  and  as  such  to  be  free  :  he  must  particularly  dispose  them  to 
it  and  endeavor  to  bring  them  to  believe  that  he  (the  Governor)  and 
all  the  people  under  his  orders  are  not  come  into  the  country  to  do 
them  any  evil  or  injustice,  but  rather  to  procure  for  them  that  of 
which  they  have  need  in  order  to  live  reciprocally  in  common  and 
to  sell  and  exchange  provisions  against  other  things  which  they  have 
and  from  which  they  know  not  how  to  derive  any  profit.  The  gov- 
ernor must  therefore  take  care,  tliat  the  peoi)le  of  her  majesty  and 
those  of  the  company  who  trade  with  the  savages,  furnish  them 
with  the  things  they  require,  at  lower  prices,  tiian  ;those  they  re- 
ceive from  the  Dutch  of  Fort  Nassau,  or  from  tlie  Englisli,  their 
neighbors:  so  that  they  may  by  this  means,  disengage  tliem  from 
these  people,  and  accustom  them  more  to  our  subjects. 

X. 

As  to  the  place  of  residence  of  the  Governor,  her  majesty  leaves 
it  to  his  disposal  to  choose  it,  according  as  he  may  judge  that  affairs 
may  there  be  continued,  and  that  his  residence  may  there  be  estab- 
lished in  the  most  convenient  manner.  The  Governor  will  choose 
a  place  suitable  for  building  a  fortress,  either  at  Cape  Henlopen,  or 
at  that  named  "James'  Island,"  or  in  any  other  favorable  position 
which  may  present  itself:  and  before  any  other  consideration,  he 
must  particularly  pay  attention,  that  by  such  a  fortress,  the  South 
river  may  be  shut,  if  it  is  jx)ssible,  or  commanded  by  said  fortress  : 
likewise,  if  it  can  be  found  witliout  too  mucli  trouble,  there  to  trace 
a  convenient  port  where  the  vessels  of  her  majesty  and  of  her  sub- 
jects may  be  in  safety,  and  even  pass  the  winter  there,  if  necessity 
require  it. 

XI. 

If  the  Governor  does  not  think  it  necessary  to  make  so  great  haste 
in  fortifying  a  new  ])lace,  and  that  lie  can  in-otect  himself  witii  foil 
Christina,  he  ought  so  much  more  seriously  to  hasten  agriculture, 
to  engage  the  people  to  give  themselves  to  it  with  zeal,  applying 
themselves  especially  to  sowing  enough  grain,  so  that  the  peo])le  un- 
der his'orders  may  derive  from  it  what  is  necessary  for  tlieir  support. 
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XII. 
Afterwards  he  must  turn  his  attention  to  tlie  culture  of  Tobacco, 
and  allot  to  it  a  certain  number  of  laborers,  so  that  the  culture  of  it 
may  hicrease  more  and  more,  that  all  the  vessels  which  go  to  that 
country  may  bring  back  a  great  quantity  of  it. 

XIII. 

In  order  that  the  flocks  of  sheep  and  cattle  may  be  better  treated 
and  more  conveniently  divided,  the  governor  must  principally  take 
care  to  procure  a  good  race  of  all  the  species ;  and  besides  those 
which  shall  be  sent  from  hence,  he  will  cause  to  be  bought  from  his 
neighbors  the  English,  those  of  which  he  shall  have  most  need— he 
will  afterwards  divide  them  among  those  who  pursue  agriculture 
under  such  conditions  and  in  the  manner  which  he  shall  find  most 
favorable  to  those  interested  with  him. 

XIV. 
Among  other  things  &  before  all  he  must  direct  his  attention  to 
the  sheep,  in  order  to  have  a  good  species,  and  afterwards  seek  to 
establish  as  many  sheepfolds  as  he  can,  so  that  in  future,  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  good  wool  may  be  sent  here. 

XY. 

He  must  also  endeavor  to  support  in  good  condition,  as  much  as 
possible,  the  trade  in  peltries  with  the  Indians,  to  have  an  inspec- 
tion, and  in  order  to  prevent  all  fraud,  to  establish  commissaries, 
and  so  provide,  that  lier  majesty,  her  subjects  and  those  interested 
in  the  comi)any,  may  expect  good  returns  for  their  cargoes— finally, 
he  must  take  good  care,  that  no  person  whosoever  be  permitted  to 
trade  in  peltries  with  the  Indians  ;  but  that  this  trade  be  done  in 
the  name  and  on  the  account  of  the  company  by  the  agents  ap- 
pointed for  this  purpose. 

XYI. 

As  to  the  advantages  which  the  country  may  procure  in  future, 
time  and  opportunity  will  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Governor 
upon  the  spot,  particularly  as  Xew  Sweden  has  tiie  same  climate  as 
Portugal,  it  is  supposed,  that  upon  the  sea  coast  manufactures  of 
salt  may  be  established  ;  but  in  case  the  heat  of  the  sun  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  in'ocure  a  perfect  salt,  they  may  however  regulate  by  it  the 
smallest  quantity  of  salt  water  which  may  be  congulated  by  the  fire 
without  much  trouble  or  much  expense.  The  governor  must  more- 
over pay  attention  to  it,  and  make  the  trial,  and  if  it  is  possible,  set 
to  work  and  execute  it. 

XVII. 

And  as  almost  every  where  in  New-Sweden  they  find  vines  and 
grapes  wild,  and  as  the  climate  appears  suitable  to  the  culture  of 
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the  vine,  the  Governor  must  pay  attention  to  it.  and  lie  will  be  able 
in  a  little  time  to  practice  this  culture  and  all  that  depends  upon  it. 

XYIII. 

He  must  also  cause  all  places  to  be  examined  in  order  to  know  if 
there  are  to  be  found  there  any  metals  or  minerals,  and  if  he  per- 
ceives that  there  are  any  to  send  here  a  particular  account  of  them 
and  to  wait  from  hence  for  ulterior  orders. 

XIX. 

As  to  the  superfluous  wood,  the  Governor  must  reflect  and  ex- 
amine how  and  in  what  manner  we  may  derive  profit  from  it  to  the 
advantafje  of  tiie  country  ;  and  especially  what  use  we  may  expect 
from  the  oak  and  nut  trees;  as  it  may  be  i)ossible  to  send  a  fjood 
quantity  as  ballast ;  we  must  also  try  if  the  nuts  by  pressure  may 
not  furnish  oil. 

XX. 

The  Govenior  must  give  attention,  how  and  in  what  place  fish- 
eries may  be  established  in  order  to  derive  advantage  from  tliemand 
upon  the  above,  gain  every  information,  especially  as  according  to 
a  report  tliey  may,  witli  profit,  at  certain  times  in  the  year  establish 
the  whale  fisheries  in  Godyn's  Bay  and  its  neighborhood— he  must 
have  his  eye  upon  this  object  and  send  here  an  exact  account  of 
what  he  shall  obtain  in  respect  to  it  as  well  as  with  respect  to  other 
things  of  the  country  and  announce  what  hope  we  may  have  hi 
future. 

XXI. 

The  Governor  must  also  careftilly  inform  himself  if  there  is  in  the 
country  sutficient  nourishment  and  convenience  for  their  raising  a 
large  quantity  of  silk  worms  and  of  pursuing  the  culture  of  silk  and 
if  he  observes  and  finds,  that  any  advantage  may  be  derived  from  it 
— he  must  consider  how  he  may  make  a  good  establishment. 

XXII. 
As  to  what  relates  to  a  good  cultivation  of  the  country  and  which 
we  cannot  so  exactly  detail  here,  her  majesty  desires  to  refer  it  to 
the  fidelity,  prudence  and  zeal  of  the  Governor  recommending  to 
him  seriously  and  principally  to  seek  in  all  the  service  of  her  ma- 
jesty and  of  the  crown  of  Sweden  and  to  maintain  her  sovreignty,  as 
also  the  advantage  and  profit  of  those  interested  in  the  preservation 
of  New  Sweden,  every  species  of  culture  possible  a  good  traliic  in 
the  i)roductions  of  the  country. 

XXIII. 

But  above  all  that,  what  ever  regards  the  police,  government  and 
justice  must  be  done  in  the  name  of  her  majesty  and  of  the  crown 
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of  Sweden,  since  the  country  enjoys  the  protection  of  her  majesty 
and  of  the  crown  and  as  the  crown  has  the  greatest  interest  in  the 
preservation  and  cultivation  of  the  said  country  and  in  the  com- 
merce which  results  from  it— It  is  not  possible  to  give  here,  at  so 
great  a  distance,  iierfect  and  detailed  instructions  on  government 
but  we  must  leave  to  the  discretion  and  intelligence  of  the  Governor 
to  make  after  the  knowledge  he  may  have  of  the  country,  such  ar- 
rangement and  regulations  as  he  may  judge  the  times  and  the  ne- 
cessities of  tiie  country  require.  At  first  and  until  aftairs  shall  be 
better  established  the  Governor  may  make  use  of  his  own  seal,  but 
with  great  form,  in  all  tlie  contracts,  correspondence  and  otlieracts 
which  he  shall  dispatch. 

XXIV. 

He  will  deside  all  controversies  according  to  the  laws,  customs 
and  usages  of  Sweden  and  in  all  other  things  he  will  adopt  and  fol- 
low all  the  laudable  manners,  customs  and  usages  of  the  kingdom 
of  Sweden. 

XXY. 

He  will  have  power  to  bring  to  obedience  and  order,  by  necessary 
and  convenient  means  the  mutinous  and  refractory  persons  who 
will  not  live  in  peace  :  and  he  may  punish  great  offenders,  if  he  finds 
any,  not  only  by  imprisonment  other  proportionate  punisliments  but 
even  with  death  according  to  the  crime  and  if  he  can  seize  the  crim- 
inal ;  but  not  otherwise  than  according  to  the  ordinances  and  legal 
forms  and  after  having  sufficiently  considered  and  examined  the 
affafir  with  the  most  noted  persons  such  as  the  most  prudent  as- 
sessors of  justice  that  he  can  find  and  consult  in  the  country. 

XXVI. 

Before  all  the  Governor  must  labor  and  watch  that  he  renders  in 
all  things  to  ALMienTY  God,  the  true  worshi])  which  is  his  due, 
tiie  Glory,  the  praise  and  the  homage  which  belong  to  him,  and  take 
good  measures  that  the  divine  service  is  jierformed  according  to  the 
true  confession  of  Augsburg,  the  council  of  Upsal  and  tlie  ceremo- 
nies of  the  Swedish  church,  having  care  that  all  men  and  especially 
the  youth  be  well  instructed  in  all  the  parts  of  Christianity,  and 
that  a  good  ecclesiastical  dicipline  be  observed  and  maintained. 
"With  respect  to  the  Dutch  colony  which  resides  and  is  established 
in  the  country  of  her  majesty  and  of  the  crown,  the  Governor  must 
not  disturb  what  has  been  ordained  in  the  aforesaid  grant  of  her 
majesty  with  regard  to  the  exercise  of  the  reformed  religion. 

XXVII. 

As  to  what  cannot  here  be  written  the  Governor  must  comport 
himself  as  becomes  a  faithful  patriot  and  observe  with  the  greatest 
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care,  the  best  intelligence  and  with  great  zeal  all  that  concerns  his 
charge  ;  regulating  himself  by  what  may  have  been  communicated 
viva  voce  and  as  to  what  has  been  granted  him  for  servants,  at- 
tendants and  suite,  it  has  been  communicated  to  him  in  a  special 
not6. 

XXVIII. 
Finally  her  majesty  grants  that  the  term  of  the  Governor  be  for 
three  years,  and  that  after  this  term  shall  be  expired  it  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  the  said  John  Printz  to  return  here,  after  the  necessary 
arrangements  shall  have  been  made  forgiving  to  him  a  successor  or 
viceroy  in  his  place  ;  if  the  said  John  Printz  after  that  desires  to  be 
continued  in  the  same  cliarge,  he  may  be  again  appointed  Governor 
according  as  the  advantage  and  service  of  her  majesty,  of  the  crown 
and  of  those  interested  require. 
Given  at  Stockholm  day  and  above  written. 

PETER  BRAHE, 
HERMAN  WRANGEL, 
CHARLES  FLEMING, 
OXEL  OXEXSTIERXA, 
GABRIEL  BEXGSSOX, 
OXENSTIERNA,    . 
ANDW.  GEYDEXKLAU. 


THE    QUEEX'S    ORDERS    RELATIVE   TO   THE   APPRO- 

PRIATIOX  GRAXTED  THE  GOVERNOR 

OF  XEW  SWEDEX. 


Stockholm,  Aug.  30, 16-12. 
Christina 

To  the  liege  subjects  tt  respective  members  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  the 
Chamber  of  finance  greeting  : 

As  we  have  appointed  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jolm  Printz,  Governor 
of  Xew  Sweden,  and  have  judged  proi)er  to  give  him  soldiers  and 
officers  to  assist  him  hi  discharging  fully  the  duties  of  his  station, 
and  as  we  have  arranged  a  certain  appropiiation  for  the  support  of 
his  troops  and  their  annual  pay,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  copy 
hereinto  annexed  ;  We  tlierefore  desire  and  command  that  you  fol- 
low exactly  our  said  resolution  and  regulations,  and  in  regulating 
the  rank  of  persons  and  their  wages,  to  observe  tliat  each  of  our 
soldiers  and  others  emi)loyed  in  Xew  Sweden,  receive  his  support 
according  to  the  foregoing  ai)propriation — such  are  the  orders  you 
have  to  execute.    We  recommend  you  to  Almighty  God. 
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APPROPRIATION. 

According  to  which  the  Government  of  New  Sweden  is  to  be  paid 

and  supported  per  month,  viz  : 

Rix  Dolls.  Eix  Dolls. 

1  Governor  (half  from  excise  and  half  in  silver,)  800 

1  Lieutenant  Governor 16  192 

1  Sergeant  Major 10  120 

1  Corporal 6  72 

1  Gunner 8  96 

1  Trumpeter 6  72 

1  Drummer 5  60 

24  Soldiers  at  4 96  1152 

1  Pay  Master 10  120 

1  Secretary 8  96 

1  Barber 10  120 

1  Provost 6  72 

1 4  48 

185            3020 
Appropriation  for  tlie  aforesaid  Envoy,  viz : 
The  Governor  John  Printz  upon  the  ordinary  revenue  of  East  Both- 
nia, according  to  the  letter  of  the  Chamber  dated 

600  Dolls  of  silver  making  in  Rix  Dolls 400 

Excise  upon  Tobacco  coming  from  New  Sweden 2620 

Total ilix$3020 

PETER  BRAHE, 
HERMAN  WR ANGEL, 
CHARLES  FLEMING, 
OXEL  OXENSTIERNA, 
GABRIEL  BENGSSON, 
OXHNSTIERNA, 
ANDW.  GYLDEMKLAU. 


THE  ROYAL  RECOMMENDATION  OF  JOHN  PAPPEGOYO 
TO  GOVERNOR  PRINTZ. 


Stockholm,  Nov.  2, 1643. 
Christina 

2b  the  Oovernor,  John  Printz,  Greeting  : 

The  bearer  of  this  letter  John  Papegoyo,  who  some  time  since 
came  from  New  Sweden,  being  disposed  to  return  there  in  one  of 
our  vessels  having  humbly  offered  to  render  you  on  our  part,  and 
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upon  the  spot  ^ood  and  faithful  services,  we  have  not  been  willing 
that  he  should  depart,  without  referring  liim  to  you  recommending 
you  graciously  to  employ  him  in  those  affairs  to  which  you  may 
think  him  adapted,  and  to  give  him  as  much  as  will  be  possible  and 
reasonable  your  protection  in  order  to  his  advancement,  by  which 
you  will  accomplish  our  will — and  we  recommend  you  to  God,  &c. 
Given  as  above. 

PETER  BRAHE, 
OXEL  OXENSTIERNA, 

GUSTAVus  nosix, 

C.  GYLDENIIIELM, 
G.  OXEXSTIERNA, 
A.  GLYDENKLAU. 


DOXATION  TO  GOA^  JOHX  PRIXTZ  OF  TENEKO  OR 
NEW  GOTTEXBURG  IX  XEW  SWEDEX,  AS  A  PER- 
PETUAL IXHERITAXCE  FOR  HIM  AXD  HIS  LAWFUL 
HEIRS. 


Stockholm,  Nov.  6, 1643. 
We  Christina  &c 

Make  known  that  as  grace  and  particular  favor,  on  account  of  the 
long  and  excellent  services,  which  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Gov- 
ernor of  New  Sweden,  our  very  dear  and  beloved  John  Printz,  has 
rendered  to  us  and  to  the  crown  of  Sweden  and  also  on  account  of 
those  which  lie  is  daily  rendering  to  us  in  the  government  of  the 
country  and  which  he  is  engaged  to  render  us  as  long  as  he  shall 
live,  w'e  have  given  and  granted,  and  by  virtue  of  this  letter  patent 
do  give  and  grant  to  him  the  said  Jolm  Printz  and  his  lawful  heirs, 
the  place  called  Teneko  or  New  Gottenburg,  in  New  Sweden,  to  en- 
joy it,  him  and  his  lawful  heirs,  as  a  perpetual  possession.  In  re- 
gard to  which,  accordingly  let  them  regulate  tliemselves,  who  owe 
to  us  submission  and  obedience,  and  whose  desire  and  duty  requires 
them  to  fulfil  our  will,  especially  those  who  may  in  future,  be  ap- 
pointed to  re-place  him  in  said  situation  not  giving  to  the  said  John 
Printz  or  to  liis  lawful  heirs  any  obstacle  or  i)rejudice  in  any  man- 
ner, whether  now  or  hereafter.  In  faith  of  which,  &c. 
Day  and  vear  above. 

PETER  BRAHE, 
A.  OXENSTIERNA, 
GUSTAVUS  HORN, 
CHARLES  FLEMING, 
G.  OXENSTIERXA. 
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REPLY  TO  THE  LETTER  OF  JOHN  PRIXTZ  COMMANDER 
AT  NEW  SWEDEN. 


Stockholm,  September  16, 1647. 
Christina  Greeting  &c 

We  have,  Commander  John  Priiitz,  received  your  letter  dated 
New  Gotten  burg,  20  Feby  of  this  year,  and  by  it  as  well  as  by  the 
reports  wliich  have  reached  us,  we  have  been  completely  informed 
of  the  nature  and  actual  condition  of  New  Sweden,  as  also  respect- 
ing the  progress  of  cultivation,  and  the  construction  of  dwellings 
in  that  country.  Now,  as  all  tliis  information  is  infinitely  agreea- 
ble and  as  we  have  remarked  with  a  particular  satisfaction  the  zeal, 
skill,  and  activity  with  which  you  have  filled  your  station  of  Com- 
mander ;  we  assure  you,  that  we  shall  preserve  you  in  memory,  and 
reward  your  zealous  and  faithful  services  with  all  our  royal  favor. 
As  to  your  particular  request  relative  to  an  augmentation  of  appor- 
tionment and  also  that  we  would  deign  to  confer  on  you  certain 
lands  and  occupations ;  we  wish  to  reflect  upon  the  means  of  ar- 
ranging it  by  some  augmentation  of  salai-y,  and  if  the  lands  which 
you  ask  have  not  been  given  away  and  they  are  not  required  for  the 
cavalry  or  soldiers,  &  the  business  tiaving  been  examined  in  our 
chamber  of  finance,  we  shall  be  well  disposed  to  grant  yqu  what  is 
just,  not  doubting  that  as  you  have  to  the  present  time  manifested 
your  zeal  and  fidelity  for  our  service  and  that  of  the  country,  you 
will  continue  to  act  with  the  same  zeal  and  fidelity  not  regarding  it 
too  difficult  and  fatiguing  to  regulate  and  direct  for  some  time  yet, 
the  establishments  of  New  Sweden,  until  we  shall  find  another  per- 
son whom  we  can  send  to  re-place  you.  This  is  what  we  wish  you 
to  be  informed  of,  which  God  &c. 

Given  as  above. 

CHRISTINA. 
Nils  Fungel. 


LETTERS   PATENT  IN   RELATION  TO  THE   STATE  OF 
NEW  SWEDEN. 


Stockholm,  January  20, 1648. 
We  Christiana  &c.  &c.. 

Make  known  that,  although  our  Guardians  and  administrators  of 
the  kingdom  and  government,  did  in  1642,  decree  and  assign  for  the 
state  and  support  of  the  government  of  New  Sweden,  of  the  garri- 
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son  under  its  orders,  and  others  in  its  employ,  two  millions  six  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  Hix  dollars,  to  be  collected  each  year  from  the 
excises  upon  tobacco,  yet  as  it  has  been  subsequently  found  that  the 
said  excises  amounted  ordinarily  but  to  one  half  of  the  aforesaid 
sxmi.  we  have  tlierefore  judged  it  proper  to  grant,  and  do  permit 
and  grant  l)y  these  letters  patent,  that  the  Company  of  the  South 
may,  for  the  State  as  aforesaid  of  New  Sweden,  and  for  the  support 
and  payment  of  those  in  their  employ,  retain  and  require  tlie  third 
of  the  excises  of  our  Crown  upon  all  confiscated  tobacco,  as  also, 
Avhatever  profit  the  fines,  imposed  for  the  contravention  of  our  ])ro- 
hibition  against  tiie  imi)ortation  of  tobacco,  have  already  yielded, 
or  which  may  in  the  future  arise  from  the  violation  and  insidious 
eluding  of  our  ordinances  against  the  secret  introduction  of  tobacco 
into  our  kingdom  or  our  great  Dutehy  of  Finland.  And  as  we  have 
examined  and  found  that  the  said  excises  upon  tobacco  have  not  in 
1641, 154:2, 1G43, 1044  and  1645  been  appropriated  to  the  prescribed 
state  of  New  Sweden  according  to  the  resolution  aforementioned, 
but  that  they  have  been  employed  for  other  purposes  of  the  Crown, 
and  especially  for  the  construction  of  the  Chateau  of  Stockholm, 
and  tiiat  in  the  mean  time  the  state  of  New  Sweden  has  been  sup- 
ported by  other  revenues  of  the  Company  of  the  South  ;  we  will  and 
agree  that  tlie  said  company  require  and  receive  from  the  Counsel- 
lors of  our  chamber  of  the  kuigdom,  whatever,  on  their  account, 
the  company  aforesaid  have  advanced  and  have  not  had  refunded. 
In  case  the  aforesaid  excises  upon  tobacco  and  the  fines  arising  from 
the  secret  introduction  of  tobacco  are  insufficient  to  furnish  the 
necessary  sum  for  the  annual  support  of  tlie  state  of  New  Sweden, 
we  have  decided  and  willed  that  the  deficit  l)e  made  up  from  the 
other  resources  of  tlie  Crown  ;  but  if  the  excises  upon  confiscated 
tobacco  with  the  fines,  are  more  than  sufiicient  to  supply  the  amount 
required  for  the  support  of  New  Sweden,  the  overplus  shall  be  re- 
turned and  deposited  in  the  chamber  of  revenue  of  the  Crown,  each 
year  an  exact  and  clear  account  of  it  being  presented  by  the  Book- 
keepers of  the  company,  which  shall  be  deposited  in  our  chamber  of 
accounts.  Finally,  whereas  the  Company  of  the  South,  in  order  to 
facilitate  and  continue  its  commerce  in  New  Sweden,  is  desirous 
that  a  part  of  all  the  manufactures  of  Holland  arriving  at  Gotten- 
burg,  should  be  transported  to  New  Sweden  ;  we  liave  agreed  and 
resolved  that  such  merchandize  as  shall  come  from  Holland  for 
transportation  to  New  Sweden,  and  wliich  shall  not  be  landed  in 
Sweden  to  be  there  sold,  may  pass  without  paying  duty,  as  well  as 
tlie  tobacco  and  furs  wliich  come  into  tliis  kingdom  from  New 
Sweden.  But  the  tobacco  sent  by  the  Company  to  Holland  shall  be 
subject  to  a  duty  according  to  tlie  tariff.  In  consequence  hereof, 
we  forbid  all  those  who  owe  to  us  submission  and  obedience,  and 
l)articularly  the  treasurers  of  our  kingdom,  our  counsellors  of  the 
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Chamber,  and  our  administrator  general  of  customs,  and  those  em- 
ployed in  our  Custom-houses,  to  oppose  iu  respect  thereto,  let  or 
hinderance  in  any  manner,  to  the  Company.    In  faith  of  which, 
&c.  &c. 
Given  as  above. 

CHlilSTIANA. 
Nils  Tuxgel. 


DONATION  TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  AMUNDSON  BESII,  OF 
A  TRACT  OF  LAND  IN  NEW  SWEDEN. 


STOCKHOL3I,  August  20th,  1653. 
We  Chkistiana  «&c., 

Make  known  that  by  grace  and  favour,  and  in  consideration  of 
tlie  zeal  and  fidelity  with  which  we  have  been  served,  ourselves  and 
the  crown  of  Sweden,  by  our  very  faithful  subject,  the  brave  and 
courageous  Capt.  John  Amuiidson  Besh,  and  further,  because  he 
has  engaged  to  serve  us,  ourselves  and  the  crown  of  Sweden,  with 
similar  zeal  and  fidelity  so  long  as  he  shall  live  and  his  strength  per- 
mit him ;  we  accord  and  grant,  and  by  these  letters  patent,  have 
accorded  and  granted,  to  himself,  liis  wife,  and  to  his  heirs  and  their 
heirs,  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  New  Sweden,  (Marcus  Hook)  ex- 
tending to  uplands  kyll,  together  with  all  the  dependencies  and 
commodities  thereto  appertaining,  whether  upon  the  land  or  upon 
the  water  of  whatever  name  ;  without  excepting  what  has  always 
belonged  thereto,  which  ought  to  belong  by  right,  or  which  may  be 
adjudged  to  appertain  thereto  by  the  laws  and  a  legal  decision  ;  to 
keep  and  possess  the  same  forever,  as  his  own  inviolable  property. 
Accordmg  to  which  let  all  wnom  it  may  concern  regulate  them- 
selves, offering  the  said  Besh,  his  wife  and  heirs  neitJier  obstacle  or 
prejudice  of  any  kind  whatever,  now  or  hereafter.  In  faith  of 
which,  &c.  &c. 

Given  as  above. 

CHRISTIANA. 

N.   TUNGEL. 
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DONATION  TO  LIEUTENANT  SWEN  bCIIUTE  OF  LAND 
IN  NEW  SWEDEN. 


Stockholm,  August  20, 1B53. 
"We  Ciiristiaxa  «&c., 

Make  known  tliat  by  grace  and  favour,  and  in  .consideration  of 
tlie  good  and  important  services  whicli  have  been  rendered  to  us  and 
to  tlie  crown  of  Sweden,  by  our  faitlif  id  subject  tlie  brave  and  cour- 
ageous Lieutenant  Swen  Scliute,  and  further,  because  lie  has  prom- 
ised so  long  as  he  shall  live  and  his  strength  will  permit  liim,  he  will 
remain  faithful  to  us  and  the  crown  of  Sweden,  we  give  and  grant, 
and  by  virtue  of  these  letters  patent  have  given  and  granted,  to 
himself,  his  wife,  and  to  his  heirs,  a  tract  of  country  in  New  Sweden, 
viz.  Mockorhulteykyl,  as  far  as  the  river,  together  with  the  small 
island  belonging  thereto,  viz.  the  island  of  Karinge  and  Kinsessing 
comprehending  also  Passuming,  with  all  the  commodities  and  other 
accessaries  which  belong  thereto,  either  upon  the  water  or  land,  by 
whatever  name  called,  not  excepting  whatever  now  is  or  always  has 
appertained  thereto,  or  which  ought  in  right  to  appertain  ;  the  en- 
joyment and  possession  of  -which  may  afterwards  be  annexed  thereto, 
by  virtue  of  the  laws  and  a  legal  sentence.  All  of  which  we  give  to 
Jiim  to  possess  forever  as  an  inviolable  property.  According  to 
which  let  all  whom  it  may  concern  regulate  themselves,  offering  to 
the  said  Swen  Schute,his  wife  and  heirs,  neither  obstacle  or  hinder- 
auce  of  any  kind  whatsoever,  now  or  hereafter.  In  faith  of  which 
&c.  &c. 

Given  as  above. 

CHRISTIANA. 

N.    TUNGLE. 


RESOLUTION  AND  DECLARATION  OF  HER  MAJESTY. 


Stockholm,  Aug.  11 ,  1653. 

Her  Majesty  having  caused  the  sentences  which  have  been  ren- 
dered in  this  affair  to  be  read,  as  well  as  the  decision  of  the  Superior 
Court,  attached  to  the  same,  finds  the  aforesaid  sentence  to  be 
correct,  as  she  now  declares  by  these  presents ;  viz  :  that  Nils  Matt- 
son  of  Stromm,  and  John  Haupen  of  Pensarriaas  be  caused  to  run 
the  gauntlet,  each  three  times,  but  tliat  Henry  D'Oregruud  be  sent 
to  New  Sweden.  The  Sheriff  will  therefore  make  known  to  the 
said  Henry  this  resolution,  and  have  him  sent  immediately  hence 
to  the  admiralty. 

Given  as  above. 

CHRISTIANA. 
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ORDERS  OF  THE  COLLEGE  OF  COMMERCE   CONCERN- 
ING FREEDOM  OF  TRADE  TO  NEW  SWEDEN. 


Considering  tliat  the  Country  possessed  in  America  by  tlie  Com- 
pany of  the  Soutii,  and  to  which  the  name  of  New  Sweden  has  been 
given,  ouglit  to  be  more  extensively  settled,  and  rendered  secure  by 
a  stronger  force,  in  order  to  protect  the  subjects  and  to  extend  their 
Navigation  and  Commerce,— tlie  general  College  of  Commerce,  has 
judged  it  good  and  proper  for  the  [u-esent  and  until  it  shall  be  other- 
wise ordered,  to  accord  to  eacli  one  of  her  majesty's  subjects,  who 
will  sail  for  New  Sweden,  in  their  own  vessels,  the  liberty  of  trad- 
ing upon  the  River  of  the  South,  and  in  the  interior  of  the  country, 
as  well  with  the  Savages,  as  with  tlie  Christians  and  the  Company 
itself;  of  ascending  and  descending  the  said  river  witliout  paying 
any  longer  duty  or  tax,  on  condition,  however,  they  pay  an  iiidem- 
niflcation  of  two  per  cent,  upon  all  merchandize,  according  to  a 
reasonable  valuation.  And  if  they  import  the  merchandize  they 
may  procure  by  trading  in  tlie  said  river,  upon  Swedish  vessels,  into 
any  part  belonging  to  her  Majesty,  they  can  there  land  and  sell  the 
same  exempt  from  all  duty  and  charge.  But  it  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  foreign  vessels  to  trade  upon  the  said  river  with  the  Sav- 
ages or  with  any  others,  but  with  the  company  alone. 

In  consideration  of  the  premises  we  declare  tliat  it  is  permitted  to 
all  subjects  of  her  majesty,  to  establish  on  the  lands  appertaining  to 
the  company,  as  many  colonies  as  they  may  be  able  at  their  own  ex- 
pense, to  keep  the  said  lands  and  to  employ  tliem  in  ])lantations  of 
tobacco  or  in  any  other  useful  manner,  during  certain  years,  of 
franchise  and  under-good  conditions.  But  any  one  who  has  pur- 
chased from  the  savages  particularly  a  portion  of  land,  or  has  had 
the  same  from  the  company  at  a  just  price,  and  has  thereon  estab- 
lished cultivators,  he  shall  possess  the  same  for  ever  with  all  the 
allodial  franchises  customary  in  this  country  :  witli  this  exception, 
however,  that  no  one  shall  establish  himself  in  tliose  places  where 
the  Company  have  reserved  certain  lands  for  culture  as  aforesaid. 
It  is  therefore  certified  in  the  name  and  on  tlie  part  of  her  majesty, 
to  all  such  as  would  attempt  in  New  Sweden,  the  trade  or  cultiva- 
tion as  above  described,  either  that  they  shall  be  comprehended 
within  the  company,  in  relation  to  which  a  further  grant  willbe  de- 
livered, or  that  they  shall  be  maintained  in  the  liberty  which  has 
been  accorded  to  them.  It  is  necessary,  however,  to  observe  that  if 
any  one  demands  possession  of  a  tract  of  land,  he  can  only  obtain 
the  same,  according  to  the  orders  of  Government,  and  that  he  will 
be  required  to  submit  to  all  the  just  and  civil  laws  of  the  country. 

Done  at  Upsal,  December,  16-33. 
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ORDERS  OF  THE  COLLEGE  OF  COMMERCE  RELATIVE 
TO  THE  SUPERINTEXDIXG  OF  THE  CONSTRUCTION 
OF  VESSELS  IN  XEW  SWEDEN. 


The  general  College  of  Commerce  makes  known  bj'  these  presents, 
that  it  has  accepted  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  John  Amundson,  on 
tlie  part  of  the  Company  of  the  South,  as  a  Captain  of  the  navy, 
W'lio  is  about  to  embark  on  board  a  galliot,  belonging  to  the  Com- 
pany, for  New  Sweden,  there  to  take  command  of  the  seamen,  «&c. 
His  duty  will  consist  principally  in  performing  with  zeal  and  fidelity 
all  tlie  duties  that  appertain  to  a  Captain  of  the  navy,  in  endeavour- 
ing to  procure  every  species  of  advantage  to  the  benefit  of  her  ma- 
jesty and  of  the  Company  of  the  South,  and,  should  he  by  tlie  grace 
of  God,  arrive  in  New  Sweden,  to  superintend  carefully  tlie  con- 
struction of  vessels,  in  order  that  they  be  faithfully  and  diligently 
built.  In  addition  to  which  he  will  execute  suitably  in  the  above 
and  all  other  things  (conformably  to  the  instructions  he  has  re- 
ceived,) the  orders  of  the  governor.  In  consequence  thereof  he 
shall  annually  receive  from  the  company  such  support  as  liis  capacity 
of  Captain  will  entitle  liim  to,  and  in  the  future  he  may  count  with 
certainty  upon  the  favor  of  her  majesty  for  recomi)ense,  and  to  ob- 
tain (by  the  promotion  of  the  Company)  a  more  elevated  employ- 
ment. We  tlierefore  require,  as  it  is  proper,  that  the  Governor 
receive  the  said  John  Amundson,  in  the  rank  of  captain  in  tiienavy, 
and  duly  support  him  in  the  charge  which  to  him  is  confided,  and 
promote  him  iiereafter  according  as  his  good  conduct  and  the  course 
of  events  shall  render  proper.  In  faith  of  which  we  have  ourselves 
signed  these  presents  and  have  caused  to  be  affixed  to  them  the  or- 
dinary seal  of  the  General  College  of  Commerce. 

Done  at  Stockholm,  November  1653. 


RESOLUTION   FOR  JOHN  PRINTZ,  COMMANDANT   OF 
NEW  SWEDEN,  CONCERNING  HIS  RETURN. 


Upsal,  December  12, 1653. 
Chimstiana,  »S:c.    Health,  dx. 

Governor  Jonx  Prixtz  :  We  have  learned,  partly  from  your 
letter  to  ourself  and  partly  by  the  relation  of  your  son,  how  greatly 
you  desire  to  return  to  your  country.  We  should  willingly  consent  to 
your  desire,  considering  that  after  so  long  a  continuance  in  that 
country,  we  can  readily  imagine  that  you  may  have  become  tired  of 
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it.  But  in  reflecting-  on  tlie  grood  services  you  haye  heretofore  ren- 
dered to  us  and  to  the  crown,  botli  we  and  the  company  would  ex- 
tremely j-eo:ret  your  immediate  departure,  before  we  can  make  the 
best  arrangements  in  regard  to  your  successor,  and  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country;  we,  therefore,  perceive  witli  ])leasare  that 
your  age,  health  and  liapi)iness  are  such  as  will  permit  vou  t<i  remain 
some  time  longer,  until  we  shall  be  able  to  make  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements in  relation  to  the  .said  subjects.  If,  however,  this 
should  be  imposing  too  much  upon  you,  and  our  service  will  be 
equally  well  performed  by  those  whom  you  may  leave  in  the  coun- 
try, you  are  at  liberty  to  return  home.  Previous  to  doing  which 
you  are,  however,  to  place  the  affairs  of  the  country  in  such  order 
as  that  your  departure  shall  not  cause,  either  to  us  or  to  the  com- 
pany, prejudice  or  damage.  These  and  other  things  we  have  speci- 
fied to  the  Commissary  of  our  College  of  Commerce,  John  Rysing, 
whom  we  have  named  to  assist  you  in  your  operations.  And  as  you 
will  learn  whatever  we  have  judged  proper  to  be  observed,  from  the 
memoir  that  we  have  sent  by  the  above  named  Commissary,  we  have 
suffi(5ient  confidence  in  your  ordinary  zeal  and  fidelity  to  rest  assured 
that  you  will  neglect  nothing  of  what  you  conceive  useful  to  our 
service  and  advantage,  as  well  as  to  those  of  the  company.  All  this 
we  will  remember  witli  pleasure,  and  recompense  accordingly  you 
and  yours.  Recommending  ourselves  and  you  to  God,  &c.  *fcc. 
Given  as  above. 

CHRISTIANA. 


ORDINANCE  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  COMMERCE  AND 
NAVIGATION  OF  NEW  SWEDEN. 


Given  at  Upsal,  March  16, 1654 
We  Christianna,  &c.  make  known  that  It  is  our  royal  will  that 
the  countries,  kingdoms  and  provinces  which  are  under  our  domin- 
ion, be  cultivated  and  populated  to  as  great  an  extent  as  is  possible ; 
and  the  country  possessed  by  us  in  the  West  Indies,  being  well 
adapted  to  tillage,  therefore,  in  order  that  those  of  our  subjects  and 
others  who  desire  to  establish  themselves  in  the  said  country,  de- 
nominated New  Sweeden,  and  who  will  recognize  our  jurisdiction  ; 
or  those  of  our  subjects  who  now  inhabit  tlie  said  country  or  the 
other  provinces  of  our  dependencies  projjosing  to  trade  with  the 
country  aforesaid,  may  find  more  cause  for  encouragement,  and  in 
that  manner  the  country  be  more  improved  and  cultivated,  as  well 
in  reference  to  navigation  as  to  commerce :  We  grant  to  all.  as  we 
now  do  by  this  letter  patent,  the  privileges  and  franchises  as  follows : 
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1.  Whoever  shall  purchase  a  portion  of  land,  whether  of  the  com- 
pany or  of  the  natives,  and  shall  recojjnize,  as  a  subject,  our  juris- 
diction, he  shall  enjoy  the  land  fluis  purchased,  him  and  his  heirs, 
as  a  peri)etual  ])ossession,  with  every  allodial  franchise,  and  with 
the  assurance  either  of  being  included  in  the  company,  or  of  pre- 
sers'ing,  otherwise,  all  the  franchises  hereby  granted  to  him. 

2.  All  of  our  subjects  who  have  paid  a  duty  in  Sweden  or  in  the 
provinces  under  our  dominion,  shall  be  exempt  from  all  duties  on 
arriving  in  New  Sweden,  and  the  goods  they  may  bring  with  them, 
shall  pay  only  2  per  cent,  and  sliall  be  exemi)t  from  all  duties  either 
in  Sweden  or  in  its  dependencies.  They  shall  besides  have  the  privi- 
lege of  trading  witli  the  natives  themselves.  Let  all  whom  it  may 
concern  regulate  themselves  accordingly.  We  recommend  especi- 
ally to  our  Governor  in  New  Sweden  aforesaid,  as  well  as  to  the 
custom  house  officers  in  this  kingdom  and  its  provinces,  not  to  con- 
travene this  ordinance  in  any  maimer,  now  or  hereafter. 

Given  ^s  above. 

CHRISTIANA. 

Lars  Contersteen. 


PRIVILEGES  GRANTED  TO  THE  COMPANY  OF 
AMERICA. 


Given  at  Stockholm,  Dec.  23d,  1654. 
We  Charles  Gustavus  «fcc.  make  known  that,  whereas  for  many 
years  past,  there  have  been  given  and  published  many  and  various 
resolutions  and  ordinances  in  relation  to  the  importation  and  com- 
merce of  tobacco  in  this  kingdom,  and  as  particularly  in  tlie  past 
year,  1653,  it  has  been  resolved  and  decided  to  suppress  and  abolish, 
the  privileges  granted  to  a  certain  company,  for  the  monopoly  of  the 
said  commerce ;  and  thus  to  give  full  and  entire  liberty  to  any  one 
who  may  think  proper  to  carry  on  the  same  :  in  consequence  of  the 
divers  comi)laints  and  inconveniences  which  have  resulted  there- 
from, and  particularly  as  the  tobacco,  considered  in  itself  is  a  mer- 
chandize which  is  necessary  to  the  comfort  of  no  one  ;  and  for  which 
each  one  ought  to  suppress  and  restrain  his  unaccountable  taste ; 
and  as  we  have  just  reason  to  stop  and  forbid,  rather  than  to  i)ermit 
and  facilitate  the  commerce  and  importation  of  tobacco ;  yet,  a  deep 
rooted  custom  having  so  far  spread  itself  that  in  our  kingdom  the 
])eople  very  generally  purchase  and  make  use  of  the  tobacco  ;  it  has 
appeared  to  us,  to  be  dangerous  to  sui)press  and  forbid  entirely  the 
importatit)n  of  the  same ;  but  we  have  rather  desired  to  devise  means 


COLONIES  ON  THE  DELAWARE.  785 

by  which  to  render  the  commerce  in  it  to  contribute  to  tlie  public 
good.  In  consequence,  after  having  examined  carefully  the  import- 
ance of  these  motives  and  reasons,  we  have  judged  it  proper  to  re- 
strain the  liberty  granted  heretofore  for  the  commerce  in  and  im- 
portation of  tobacco,  according  the  same  exclusively  to  the  com- 
pany of  America  under  certain  conditions. — Hoping  that  by  this 
means,  not  only  New  Sweden  will  be  able  to  support  itself  and  pros- 
per, but,  also,  that  our  nation  will  have  greater  opportunity  and 
facility  for  accustoming  itself  to  the  navigation  and  commerce  of 
America,  and  that  it  will  endeavour  to  improve  itself  in  the  same. 
We  therefore  will,  to  authorize  by  virtue  of  this  ordinance  the  said 
company  to  the  end  aforesaid,  according  to  it  and  its  dependents  the 
said  privilege  with  all  franchise  and  immunity,  so  that  no  one  what- 
ever shall  dare,  much  less  have  the  power,  or  permission,  under  any 
pretext  whatever,  to  bring  in  or  to  cause  to  be  brought  into  the 
kingdom,  into  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Finland,  Carelie,  Kirgersmary, 
Gottlaud,  Holland  and  Jempstland  any  portion  of  tobacco,  secretly 
or  opejily,  either  to  sell  for  his  own  use  ;  this  riglit  being  reserved 
solely  to  tlie  company  of  America  and  its  dependents.  If  any  one 
in  contravention  of  this  ordinance,  shall  import  from  the  smallest 
quantity  up  to  20  pounds  of  tiie  same,  and  is  detected  therein ;  for 
the  first  offence  he  shall  lose  all  the  tobacco  thus  imported  or  which 
shall  be  found  in  his  possession ;  and  pay  in  addition  a  fine  of  40 
marks  of  silver ;  tor  the  second  offence,  80  marks,  and  for  the  third 
double,  and  so  on  for  every  offence.  But  if  any  one  shall  import 
any  quantity  exceeding  20  pounds,  he  shall  pay  a  fine  for  every  such 
pound  20  Runsticks,  of  silver,  and  the  tobacco  so  imported  shaU  be 
confiscated  for  the  company  as  aforesaid,  agreeably  to  the  privilege 
which  has  been  accorded  to  it.  We  order,  therefore,  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  kmgdom,  to  the  council  of  commerce,  to  our  Grand  Governor 
of  Stockholm,  to  our  Governors  General,  and  to  those  of  the  prov- 
inces ;  to  our  Administrator  General  of  the  Customs — to  the  Burgo- 
masters and  councils  of  cities,  as  well  as  to  the  inspectors  of  the 
frontiers  and  to  all  others  in  employ  whom  this  may  concern,  to 
oversee  attentively  the  execution  of  the  said  decree;  permitting  no 
one  in  any  manner  to  infringe  the  same  ;  and  giving  full  aid  to  the 
members  of  the  said  company,  to  its  servants  and  envoys  in  the  exe- 
cution of  this  ordinance  ;  under  pain  of  incurring  disgrace  with  us. 
Accordingly  let  all  govern  themselves  to  whom  it  appertains.  In 
faith  of  which  &c. 
Given  as  above 

CHARLES  GUSTAYUS, 

J.  WlJNBLACH. 


50— Vol.  V. 
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ESTIMATE  OF  THOSE  EMPLOYED  BY  THE  COMPANY 
IN  NEW  SWEDEN  AND  THIS  COUNTRY  AGREEABLY 
TO  AVHICH  EACH  OF  THE  SAME  IS  TO  RECEIVE  A 
CERTAIN  COMPENSATION  IN  SIL^^ER— THE  WHOLE 
CALCULATED  FOR  THE  YEAR  1655. 


Estimate  for  New  Sweden— I  Commandant  $75  per  month  $900  per 
ann. ;  1  Captain  36  per  m.  432  per  ann.  1  Lieutenant  24  p.  m.  288  per 
ann. ;  1  Ensign,  18  p.  m.  216  per  ann. ;  1  Sergeant  Major,  15  p.  m. 
180  per  ann.;  2  Gunners  at  8  rix  dolls,  each  of  whom  is  to  have 
charge  of  the  magazine  in  his  redoubt.  24  p.  m.  288  per  annum  ;  1 
Corporal,  9  p.  m.  108  per  ann. ;  1  Drummer,  H  p.  m.  90  per  ann. ;  36 
Soldiers  at  4  r.  d.,  216  p.  m.  2592  per  ann. ;  1  Provost,  9  per  m.  105 
per  ann. ;  1  Executioner  6  p.  m.  72  per  ann. ;— 3  Priests  at  10  r.  dolls. 
30  p.  m.  360  per  ann.;  1  Superior  Commissary,  who  shall  also  be 
book-keeper,  20  pr.  m.  360  per  ann. ;  1  Fiscal,  who  is  to  be  also  adju- 
tant to  the  commander,  12  p.  m.  144 ;  1  Barber  15  p.  m.  180 ;  1  En- 
gineer who  is  also  Secretary,  12  p.  m.  144  per  ann. ;  1  Sub-Commis- 
sary placed  at  the  river  Hornkill,  12  p.  m.  144  per  ann.— Total  $550i 
per  month,  $6,606  per  annum. 

Estimate  for  Stockhohn.—l  Director  $50  p.  m.  and  $600  per  ann. ; 
1  Book-keeper  37i  p.  m.  450  per  ann. ;  1  Shop-boy  8i  p.  m.  100  per 
ann. ;  rent  of  warehouse  60 ;  8  measures  of  wood  at  6  w.  k.  S.  m.  t. 
12;  2  candles  at  3d  S.  mt,  6;  3  bundles  of  paper  at  6  d.  S  mt.  18; 
for  ink  and  sealing  wax  6.— Total  in  silver  per  annum,  1252  dollars. 

The  estimate  for  Stockholm  amounts  per  m.  to  69f  rix  dollars, 
which  makes  per  annum,  834  2-3  rix  dolls. 

Consequently  the  estimate  for  New  Sweden  amounts  per  month 
to  367  r.  d.  making  4404  r.  d.  per  annum. 
Total.— The  estimate  for  New  Sweden  per  annum,  6606 

dollars  of  silver  makes  in  rix  dollars, 4404 

That  for  Stockholm  per  annum,  1252  dollars  of  silver 

makes  in  rix  doUars, 834  2-3 

Total  in  Rix  DoUars, 5238  2-3 
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TARIFF  OF  1655. 


The  Import  duties  according  to  following  list  corrected  on  the 

first  of  May,  1655,  are  as  follow,  to  wit : 

Peltry.  Beavers,  Otters,  Bears  skins,  etc.  One  stiver 
on  the  value  of  six  guilders  and  one-third  advance; 
together  per  pound  Flemish, fl      1.5i 

Elk  hides.  Four  stivers  each  and  one-third  advance ;  in 
all  per  piece, 2.10J 

Tobacco.  Six  stivers  on  the  value  of  six  guilders  and 
one-third  advance;  together  per  pound  Flemish,  .   .    .  8. 

Ox  hides  and  Dry  hides.  Three  stivers  each  and  one- 
third  advance ;  together,  each, 4. 

Wheat.  Two  guilders  the  last  and  one-thii-d  advance  ; 
together  per  last, 2.13.  5i 

Barley.  One  guilder  and  five  stivers  per  last  and  one- 
third  advance ;  together  per  last, 1.13.  5i 

Peas  and  Beans.  One  guilder  and  five  stivers  the  last, 
and. one-third  advance :  together  per  last, 1.13.  5^ 

Lintseed.  Two  guilders  and  eight  stivers  the  last  and 
one-third  advance :  together  per  last, 3.  4.  0 

Ba])e  seed  and  Hemp  seed.  One  guilder  per  last,  and  one- 
third  advance ;  together  per  last, 1.  6.10f 

Flax.  Four  stivers  per  hundred  pounds  and  one-third 
advance;  together  per  100  lbs., 5.  5i 

Hemp.  Nine  stivers  per  300  lbs.  weight  and  one-third 
advance;  together  per  300  lbs., 12. 

Potash.  Six  stivers  per  hundred  pounds  and  one-third 
advance;  together  per  100  lb., 8. 

Timber  from  Sweden  and  Norway.    Eight  stivers  per  last 

and  one-third  advance  ;  together  per  last, lO.lOf 

Wainscotting .  Three  guilders  per  hundred  and  one- 
third  advance ;  together  per  hundred, 4; 

Pipe  staves.  Two  stivers  per  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  pieces  and  one-tbird  advance ;  together  per  122 
pieces, 2.10i 

Oak  plank  of  30  @  40  feet.  Two  stivers  per  25  feet  and 
one-third  advance :  together  earch  twenty  feet,  ....  2.101 

Fire  wood.  Three  stivers  for  six  guilders  value  and  one- 
thu'd  advance;  together  per  pound  Flemisli, 4. 

Pitch ;  single  bound.  One  guilder  five  stivers  per  last  of 
12  small  tons  and  one-third  advance ;  together  per  last,       1.13.  5i 

Pitch;  double  bound.  Two  guilders  ten  stivers  per  last 
and  one-third  advance ;  together  per  last,    .....       3.  6.101 
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Tar.  One  guilder  per  last  and  one-third  ?dvance;  to- 
gether per  last, 1.  6.10f 

Oil  from  round  and  flat  seed.  One  guilder  and  five  sti- 
vers per  tierce  (aem)  and  one-third  advance  ;  together 
per  tierce, 1.13  5i 

Pork.  Nine  stivers  per  three  hundred  pounds  and  one- 
third  advance  ;  together  per  300  lbs., 12 

Barrel  beef.  Four  stivers  for  the  value  of  six  guilders 
and  one-third  advance  ;  together  per  pound  Elemish,  .  5.  5i 


RATIFICATION  OF  THE  TREATY  OF  HARTFORD  BY 
THE   STATES  GENERAL. 


Act  of  approhation  of  the  therein  inserted  Extract  of  an  Agreement 
made  and  concluded  at  Hartford,  relative  to  the  Boundary  line  be- 
tween New  Netherland  and  New  England,  &c. 

The  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands.  To  all  those  who  shall 
see  these  presents  or  hear  them  read,  Greeting. 
Be  it  Known  :  Whereas  there  hath  been  delivered  unto  us,  by 
order  of  the  Directors  of  the  Incorporated  West  Companj'  at  the 
Chamber  at  Amsterdam,  tlie  Extract  of  the  Articles  of  Agreement 
hereafter  set  forth,  made  and  concluded  at  Hartford  in  Conitticot, 
the  nineteenth  of  September,  XVI''  and  fifty,  relating  as  well  to  the 
Line  of  Division  between  New  Netherland  and  New  England  as  to 
other  matters,  in  the  words  following. 

Extract  of  the  Articles  of  Agreement  made  and  concluded  at  Hart- 
ford, situate  in  Conitticot,  the  19'"  September,  1650,  between  the 
Arbitrators  of  the  Hon''''  Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies  and 
Petrus  Stuvvesant,  Director  of  New  Netherland. 
With  respect  to  the  Boundary  line  between  the  United  English 
Colonies,  and  the  Dutch  Province  of  New  Netherland,  we  agree 
and  conclude  as  follows : 

1. — That  on  Long  Island,  a  line  drawn  from  the  westernmost 
part  of  Oyster  bay,  and  thence  in  a  direct  and  straight  course  to 
the  sea  shore,  shall  be  the  Boundapy  between  the  Dutch  and  English 
on  Long  Island;  the  Eastern  part  for  the  English,  and  the  western 
part  for  the  Dutch. 

2 — The  boundary  on  the  Mainland  shall  begin  on  the  west  side  of 
Greenwich  bay,  being  about  four  miles  from  Stanford,  and  thence 
run  inland  in  a  northerly  course  Twenty  miles,  provided  it  shall  not 
come  within  ten  miles  of  the  North  river;  after  that  as  it  shall  be 
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aprreed  upon  by  the  two  Governors— i.  e.,  of  the  Dutch  and  New- 
Haven  :  and  'tis  agreed  that  the  Dutch  shall  not  at  any  time  here- 
after build  any  houses  within  six  miles  of  the  said  line;  tlie  inliabi- 
tantsof  Greenwich  to  remain  until  further  order  and  consideration 
under  the  government  of  the  Dutch. 

3. — The  Dutch  shall  liold  and  occupy  the  land  at  Hartford  which 
they  now  actually  possess,  known  by  divers  marks  and  tokens,  and 
all  the  remaining  lands  on  both  sides  of  the  Fresh  river  to  belong 
and  remain  to  the  English  there.  And  it  is  in  like  manner  agreed 
that  the  aforesaid  Boundary  both  on  the  island  and  mainland  shall 
be  observed  and  kept  inviolate  botli  by  the  United  English  Colonies 
and  the  Dutch  Nation,  without  any  further  extension  or  trouble  on 
either  side,  until  their  be  a  final  conclusion  determined  upon  in 
Europe,  by  the  mutual  consent  of  both  the  States  of  England  and 
Holland. 

Respecting  Fugitives. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  same  method  shall  be  observed  between  the 
United  English  Colonies  and  the  Dutch  Nation  in  this  country  of 
New  Netherland,  agreeably  to  the  eightli  Article  of  the  confedera- 
tion between  the  United  English  Colonies,  in  that  case  provided. 

Concerning  the  proposition  of  a  closer  union  and  friendship  be- 
ween  the  English  and  the  Dutch  Nation  in  these  parts,  especially 
against  a  common  enemy:  We  judge  it  to  be  worthy  of  good  con- 
sideration by  the  United  Colonies,  and  in  like  manner,  desire  it 
may  be  communicated  and  recommended  to  them,  that  a  resolution 
therein  may  be  taken  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. And  in  testimony  of  our  unanimous  consent  to  the  fore- 
going several  conclusions,  have  we  signed  these  with  our  own  hands, 
this  nineteenth  September,  Anno  XVI'  and  fifty. 

SYMON  BROADSTREETE. 
THOMAS  PRENCE. 
TOMAS  WILLET. 
GEORGE  BAXTER. 
Lower  stood : 

Therefore  have  we,  after  mature  deliberation  approved  and  rati- 
fied, as  we  do  hereby  approve  and  ratify  the  Articles  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  extract ;  requiring  and  ordering,  that  the  contents 
thereof  sliall  take  effect  according  to  its  form,  and  be  observed  and 
maintained  by  all  and  every  residing  within  our  jurisdiction  whom 
it  may  in  any  wise  concern,  without  doing  or  suffering  anything  to 
be  done  to  the  contrary,  on  pain  of  incurring  our  liigliest  dis- 
pleasure. For  sucli  w^e  have  found  to  be  for  the  greatest  advantage 
of  the  country. 

Given  at  the  Hague  under  our  seal,  paraph  and  the  signature  of 
our  Clerk  on  the  two  and  twentieth  of  February  XYI'  and  fifty- 
six. 
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COMMITTEE  OF  THE  WEST  INDIA  COMPANY  TO  THE 
COMMITTEE  OF  THE  CITY  OF  AMSTERDAM. 


lo  the  Honorable  the  Committee  of  the  City  of  Amsterdam  for  the 
affairs  of  the  West  India  Coinpany. 

Honorable  Gextlemen  :  The  answers  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Dii'ectors  of  the  AVest  India  Company  in  yesterday's  Conference 
to  tlie  questions  proi>osed  by  you,  are  in  substance  brietiy  as  fol- 
lows : 

Fust.  Concerning  the  acquisition  in  New  Netherland. 

That  as  the  superintendence  of  that  district  is  left  by  the  respect- 
ive Chambers  exclusively  to  the  management  of  the  Directors  here, 
the  occasion  fitly  presents  itself  to  attach  and  affix  that  land  to  this 
City. 

That  the  Directors  aforesaid  will  willingly  undertake  to  commu- 
nicated to  the  Regents  here  the  orders  which  might  be  successively 
made  for  the  prosperity  of  the  aforesaid  Country,  and  to  do  nothing 
without  their  knowledge. 

That  the  climate  there  is  very  mild  and  healthy,  entirely  agree- 
able to  the  constitutions  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  also  by 
nature  adapted  to  the  production  of  all  sorts  of  Eastern  fruits  and 
crops,  besides  the  conveniency  of  Trade  which  daily  increases,  in 
divers  respects,  both  with  the  Natives  of  those  parts  and  the  neigh- 
boring English. 

That  in  order  to  maintain  the  aforesaid  acqiiisition  and  to  reap 
tlie  fruits  thereof  in  their  time,  what  is  particularly,  yea  solely  re- 
(}uired,  is,  that  it  be  properly  peopled. 

That  such  population  cannot  be  sufficiently  promoted  by  the  Com- 
pany on  account  of  its  unfavorable  circumstances,  and  it  is  conse- 
quently desirable  that  the  government  of  this  City  could  be  induced 
to  expend  annually  for  some  time  a  certain  amount  of  money  in  the 
conveying  over  and  transportation  of  people. 

That  such  people  should  be  provided,  exclusive  of  passage,  with 
one  year's  support,  (the  voyage  included)  after  which  they  would  be 
in  a  condition  to  maintain  themselves. 

That  the  Company  will  assign  to  such  peoi)le  sufficient  and  suita- 
ble land  ;  and  in  case  the  Regents  of  the  City  conclude  that  those 
people  should  settle  on  the  South  river,  where  the  soil  is  richest  but 
the  population  smallest.  Fort  Casimier  can  be  placed  provisionally 
in  the  hands  of  the  City  for  better  defence  and  security. 

That  the  expenses  to  be  incurred  in  tlie  transportation  and  suji- 
port  of  the  aforesaid  people,  should,  after  the  lai)se  of  a  certain  time, 
be  made  good  by  them  in  installments,  or  else  by  the  payment  an- 
nuallv  of  a  reasonable  tax. 
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For  the  payment  whereof, the  land  assifcned  to  each  shall  be  mort- 
gaged to  the  City,  and  no  one  shall  be  allowed  to  leave  tlie  country 
except  on  payment  of  what  he  had  received. 

That  the  aforesaid  exj^enses  of  transportation  may  be  provision- 
ally somewhat  diminished  in  case  it  could  be  resolved  to  charter  the 
ships  hence  thither,  and  on  arriving  there,  to  set  them  up  for  freight 
and  loading,  with  which  they  might  return  here. 

Secondly.  Concerning  the  improvement  of  the  Company  in 
general. 

Divers  points  on  that  subject  were,  in  the  year  16.54,  submitted  to 
the  Supreme  Government  of  this  country,  copy  whereof  is  hereunto 
annexed,  to  the  end  that  your  Honors  may  see  how  far  existing  cir- 
cumstances will  permit  the  undertaking  of  the  one  or  the  other. 

That  in  addition  to  the  abovementioned  points,  the  reduction  of 
the  Island  of  St.  James  is  higlily  important;  this  can  be  accom- 
plished with  a  very  small  force  ;  such  is  also  proper,  in  order  to 
bring  the  entire  Coast  of  Guinea,  again,  under  this  City. 

It  would  be  equally  advantageous  that  the  Company  be  relieved 
of  the  Train  bands  which  liave  served  with  the  Military  in  Brasil, 
and  consequently  that  orders  be  issued  that  the  one  and  the  other 
be  paid  by  the  country. 

Finally  and  lastly,  that  the  respite  provisionally  allowed  by  the 
State  imtil  the  eighth  day  of  their  Great  Mightinesses'  present 
term,  may  be  continued  for  some  time,  as  othenvise  the  Directors 
would  be  put  to  such  inconvenience  in  their  administration,  that 
they,  in  the  long  run,  cannot  resist. 

Points  drawn  up  by  the  Assembly  of  the  XIX.,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
/Supreme  Government  of  this  country.    [1654.] 

1. — As  the  King  of  Portugal  hath,  by  the  unjust  seizure  of  the 
countries  of  Brazil,  not  only  seriously  diminished  your  High  Mighti- 
nesses' glory  and  respect,  but  even  inflicted  on  your  inhabitants 
great  and  incalculable  damage,  your  High  Mightinesses  are  again 
requested  to  consider  of  the  means  whereby  said  King  could  be 
brought  to  reason,  and  especially  to  examine  what  satisfaction  he 
ought  to  give  the  Company. 

2. — In  like  manner,  as  the  State  is  in  arrears  to  the  aforesaid  Com- 
pany, a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  the  matter  aforesaid  in  un- 
paid subsidies,  and  that  the  said  Company  hath,  on  tlie  other  hand, 
incurred  great  debts  in  consequence,  your  High  Miglitinesses  are, 
therefore,  requested  to  issue  orders  that  the  account  may  once  for 
all  be  liquidated,  satisfied  and  paid  on  moderate  terms. 

3. — Thirdly,  your  High  Mightinesses  are  requested  to  alter  the 
ordinary  letters  of  reprisal  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
times,  and  to  the  actual  condition  of  affairs,  in  the  form  thereof 
drawn  up. 
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4. — Finally,  your  High  Mifjhtinesses  are  requested  to  prant  or 
allow  to  the  Company,  provisionally  or  until  its  circumstances  shall 
be  improved,  the  imi)ort  duty  on  all  sugars  and  other  products 
which  shall  be  brouglit  hither  by  another  route  from  Brasil,  in  re- 
gard that  they  are  products  of  the  Company's  district,  and  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  ought  not  to  derive  any  profit  from  the  misfor- 
tune that  hath  ovei'taken  tlie  Company  there. 


RESOLUTION  or  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  THE 
CITY  OF  AMSTERDAM. 


3''  March,  1656. 

The  Burgomasters  have  also  further  represented,  that  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  and  requested  on  the  12^''  of  February  last,  to 
consider  what  should  be  done  for  the  promotion  of  the  affairs  in 
New  Netherland,  had  first  consulted  thereui)on  with  some  Directors 
of  the  West  India  Company  only,  and  secondly  with  them  in  pres- 
ence of  their  Honors,  who  request,  as  some  of  the  committee  must 
leave  tiie  city  and  as  their  Honors  had  full  knowledge  of  the  matter 
to  report  tliereon  in  their  name,  and  the  Burgomasters  have  there- 
fore reported: 

That,  in  brief,  it  had  been  proposed  and  as  it  were  concluded  in 
the  Conference,  that  in  case  people  enough  were  sent  from  this 
country  thither,  all  tlie  products  that  come  at  present  from  the  Bal- 
tic, masts  inclusive,  could  be  found  and  raised  in  New  Netherland. 

That  all  the  lands  the  Company  possess  there  had  been  inirchased 
from  the  Indians  or  Inhabitants,  under  proper  and  voluntary  con- 
veyance executed  before  the  Supreme  Magistrates  there,  according 
to  the  Deeds  thereof  remaining  with  them,  so  that  they  owned  those 
lands  JMsto  titulo,  both  as  regards  the  aforesaid  Indians  and  all  other 
circumjacent  Europeans. 

That,  also,  the  administration  of  New  Netherland.  as  far  as  the 
jiossessions  of  the  West  India  Company  and  the  alienation  tliereof 
are  concerned,  was,  with  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  their 
High  Mightinesses,  fully  and  specially  assigned,  to  wit.  by  the  As- 
sembly of  the  19,  to  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  which  might 
pro])erly  resolve  to  sell  a  parcel  of  land  to  the  City. 

The  Council  having  heard  the  aforesaid  report  and  judging  it 
higlily  expedient  to  promote  the  trade  in  New  Netherland.  in  the 
present  conjuncture,  in  order  not  to  be  always  dejiendent  exclusively 
on  tlie  Baltic,  authorizes  the  Burgomasters  and  Treasurers  to  nego- 
tiate with  the  said  Directors  of  this  Chamber  for  the  purchase  of  a 
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certain  tract  of  Land  in  New  Netherland  whereof  the  Company  is 
lawfully  possessed  titulo  emptionis,  and  the  agreement  respecting  the 
same  being  made,  to  bring  it  into  this  Assembly ;  further,  to  dis- 
pose thereof,  and  to  appoint  Commissioners  from  themselves,  to 
manage  and  to  improve  that  country  with  requisite  Colonies  and 
whatever  is  demanded  for  the  encouragement  of  commerce. 


DRAFT  OF  CONDITIONS  OFFERED  BY  THE  CITY 

OF  AMSTERDAM  TO  EMIGRANTS  TO 

NEW  NETHERLAND. 


Draft  of  Conditions  to  he  of- 
fered to  those  who  may  be  sent  as 
Colonists  to  New  Netherland. 


Bemarks  of  the  Directors  of  the 
West  India  Company  on  the  op- 
posite Draft  of  Conditions. 


That  the  Colonists  should  go 
thither  in  suitable  ships  with 
their  families,  requisite  house- 
hold furniture  and  additional 
necessaries. 


Fiat.  Provided  it  be  in  ships 
tliat  sail  with  the  Company's  per- 
mit. 


The  City  of  Amsterdam  may 
make  the  best  bargain  it  can 
with  the  skippers  for  the  trans- 
portation of  both  people  and 
goods. 


Fiat. 


Said  City  is  to  advance  the  pas- 
sage money  on  condition  that  it 
be  hereafter  repaid  to  the  City 
in  manner  hereinafter  men- 
tioned. 


Fiat. 


To  the  end  that  the  said  Colo- 
nists may  gain  their  livelihood 
there  safely,  honestly  and  pros- 
perously, the  City  aforesaid  doth 
beforehand  guarantee  as  follows : 


Fiat, 


5. 


First.  Said  City  shall  provide  "     Fiat.  Provided  it  be  not  any 
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and  assign  a  fruitful  soil  in  a 
healtliy  and  temperate  climate, 
watered  by  and  situated  on  a 
fresh  water  river,  which  can  be 
navigated  by  large  ships. 


6. 
Here  the  City  shall  lay  out  a 
roper  piece  of  land  on  a  river 
side  for  a  safe  habitation  and 
residence  of  the  Colonists,  and 
fortify  it  with  a  ditch  without 
and  a  wall  within;  and  divide 
the  inclosed  land  into  streets,  a 
market  and  lots  suitable  for  the 
use  as  well  of  traders  and  me- 
chanics as  of  farmers,  and  all 
this  at  the  expense  of  the  City. 


place  or  lands  still  belonging  to 
the  Indians  or  natives,  which  if 
selected,  the  fact  shall  be  made 
known  to  the  Directors  and  Coun- 
cil there,  in  order  that  tlie  lands 
may  be  received  from  their  hands, 
after  the  Indians  are  satisfied. 


6. 


Fiat. 


Said  City  shall  cause  to  be 
erected  about  the  Market  or  in- 
a  more  convenient  place,  a  pub- 
lic building  suitable  for  Divine 
service  ;  item,  also  a  house  for  a 
School  which  can  likewise  be  oc- 
cupied by  the  person  who  will 
hereafter  be  Sexton,  Psalmsetter 
and  Schoolmaster ;  the  City 
shall,  besides  have  a  house  built 
for  the  Minister. 


Fiat. 


The  City  aforesaid  shall  pre- 
visionally  provide  and  pay  the 
salary  of  a  Minister  and  School- 
master, unless  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses or  the  Company  think 
otherwise. 


Fiat. 


The  City  of  Amsterdam  shall 
cause  to  erected  at  the  place 
aforesaid,  a  large  magazine  or 
warehouse,  wherein  it  shall  keep 


The  City  of  Amsterdam  might 
provide  the  Colonists  here,  before 
their  departure,  with  clothing 
and     other    subsistence    for    a 
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all  sorts  of  articles  both  for  cloth- 
ing and  the  subsistence  of  the 
people  and  supply  them  with 
seed  grain.  I  shall  likewise  keep 
a  Factor  there,  who  shall  furnish 
everything  necessary  for  cloth- 
ing, housekeeping  and  farming, 
and  sell  these,  at  the  same  prices 
they  are  sold  here,  the  Company's 
custom  excepted. 

10. 
Concerning  the  Company's 
custom,  the  City  shall  agree 
therefore  as  favorable  as  possible, 
and  especially  that  the  duty  to  be 
paid  in  New  Netherland  shall  be 
employed  in  building  and  main- 
taining public  works. 

11. 

The  said  fortified  place  allotted 
for  the  residence  of  the  Colonists, 
whether  called  a  city  or  town, 
shall  be  regulated  in  matters  of 
police  or  justice  in  tlie  same 
manner  as  here  in  Holland. 

12. 
Tliey  shall  first  have  one  Schout        Fiat, 
or  ofticer  as  the  head  of  Justice, 
instructed  as  is  the  custom  here. 


year ;  and  further  have  built  at 
the  place  aforesaid  a  magazine  or 
warehouse  wherein  it  will  keep 
every  sort  of  article  necessary  for 
agriculture,  together  with  all 
sorts  of  seed  grain,  to  be  sold  by 
its  factor  there  at  the  price  afore- 
said. 


10. 
Fiat.  Except  the  custom  or 
duty  payable  to  the  Company 
there  from  peltries,  and  provided 
it  be  done  by  the  i)erson  or  gov- 
ernment appointed  there  by  the 
Company. 


11. 
Fiat.  With  this  addition  :  And 
in  regard  to  descents,  specially  to 
observe  the  law  of  Aasdom  and 
in  justice,  the  practice  and  cus- 
tom of  the  Citv  of  Amsterdam. 


12. 


13. 
Who  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Deputies  of  the  City  of  Amster- 
dam or  by  the  West  India  Com- 
pany in  tlie  name  of  their  High 
Mightinesses. 

14. 

There  shall  be  three  Burgomas- 
ters to  be  appointed  by  the  com- 
mon Burghers,  from  the  honest- 
est  and  fittest. 

15. 


13. 


He  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
West  India  Company  in  the 
name  of  their  High  Mightinesses. 


14. 


Fiat. 


15. 


And  5  or  7  Schepens  to  be  chos-       And  a  double  number  to  be 
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en  by  the  Burjrhers.orelse  a  dou- 
ble nuuiber  to  be  named,  in  order 
tliat  the  selection  may  be  made 
therefrom  by  the  Commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Amsterdam. 

16. 
The  City  or  town  being  in- 
creased to  200  families  or  up- 
wards, they  shall  choose  a  Com- 
mon Council  of  21  persons,  who 
shall  meet  with  the  Burgomas- 
ters and  Schepens  and  resolve  to- 
gether on  all  matters  relating  to 
the  City  government, 

17. 
The  Schepens  shall  give  judg- 
ments for  all  sums  under  one 
hundred  guilders,  but  in  cases 
exceeding  100  Gl.  the  party  ag- 
grieved shall  be  allowed  an  appeal 
to  the  President  and  court  of 
Justice  of  New  Netherland. 

18. 
Said  Schepens  shall  also  pro- 
nounce sentence  in  all  criminal 
cases,  but  an  appeal  therefrom 
shall  be  provisionally  allowed. 

19. 
The  City  of  Amsterdam  shall, 
also,  provisionally  cause  to  be 
built  3  houses  or  residences ; 
namely,  1  for  a  smith,  1  for  a 
wheelwright  and  one  house  for  a 
carpenter. 

20. 
The  City  of  Amsterdam  afore- 
said shall  divide  all  the  lands 
round  about  said  town  or  city 
into  suitable  fields  for  plough 
land,  pasture  and  meadow  land, 
laid  out  on  projier  roads  for  going 
to,  and  coming  from,  them. 


named  by  the  Burghers  for  5  or 
7  Schepens,  in  order  that  the  se- 
lection be  made  therefrom  by  the 
Director  General  and  Council. 


IG. 
Fiat.  With  this  addition : 
Which  Common  Council  shall, 
also,  have  the  absolute  election 
of  Burgomasters  and  Common 
Councilmen,  together  with  the 
nomination  of  Schepens,  in  or- 
der that  tlie  selection  as  above 
may  be  made  therefrom. 

17. 

Fiat.    To  the  Director-General 
and  Council  of  New  Netherland. 


18. 


Fiat. 


19. 


Fiat. 


20. 


Fiat. 
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21.  21. 

Every  person  who  will  follow  Fiat, 
farming  shall  have  in  free,  fast 
and  durable  property,  as  many 
morgens  as  well  of  plough  land 
as  of  pasture  and  meadow,  as  he 
and  his  family  will  be  able  to  im- 
prove and  will  require  for  graz- 
ing, be  it  twenty,  thirty  or  more 
morgens,  provided  all  such  lands, 
which  will  be  given  and  conveyed 
in  fee  to  each  of  the  Colonists, 
shall  by  them  in  two  years  from 
the  conveyance,  be  brought  under 
cultivation,  on  penalty  of  the 
same  being  taken  from  them  and 
given  to  others. 
22. 

Each  of  the  Colonists  shall  set- 
tle and  use  his  land  freely,  with- 
out paying  poundage,  horn  mo- 
ney, or  salt  tax ;  and  be  exempt 
from  tenths  for  20  years,  to  be 
counted  from  the  year  in  which 
the  land  is  tirst  sown. 


22. 
The  Colonists  shall,  like  others 
in  that  country,  settle  and  use 
their  land  freely  and  be  exempt 
from  the  lO""  for  the  term  of 
fifteen  years,  to  be  counted  with 
the  year  that  the  lands  shall 
have  been  first  sowed,  after  the 
expiration  of  which  time,  the 
Company  shall  receive  half  the 
10"". 

23. 

Fiat.  Provided  such  ships 
shall  go  agreeably  to  the  an- 
nexed regulation,  enacted  by  the 
Company  in  the  premises. 


23. 

The  City  of  Amsterdam  shall 
make  arrangements  that  ships 
shall  be  continually  and  consecu- 
tively sent  from  Holland  to  load 
and  bring  over  the  grain,  seed, 
timber  and  all  sorts  of  produce 
most  profitable  to  the  Colonists, 
who  shall,  also,  be  at  liberty  to 
charter  private  vessels,  provided 
such  be  consigned  to  the  City  of 
Amsterdam. 

24.  24. 

For  which  purpose  the  City  of       Fiat. 
Amsterdam    shall    have   proper 
storehouses  here,  for  the  storage 
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of  the  grain  and  otlier  property 
of  the  Colonists,  which  shall  be 
sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  same ; 
and  shall  return  the  proceeds 
thereof  in  such  articles  as  the 
owners  shall  direct,  deducting 
therefrom  only  two  per  cent  for 
commission  and  one-tenth  of  the 
net  proceeds  in  i)ayment  of  the 
disbursements  made  by  the  said 
City  for  the  freight  and  passage 
of  the  persons  and  goods  of  the 
Colonists :  and  that  until  the 
aforesaid  disbursements  are  re- 
funded and  no  longer. 

25. 
The  Colonists  in  New  Nether- 
land  shall  be  at  liberty  to  take  out 
of  the  City's  warehouse  whatever 
they  may  require  at  the  fixed 
price ;  provided  the  account 
thereof  be  transmitted  with  the 
Colonists'  goods,  in  order  to  be 
deducted  therefrom. 

26. 
The  Colonists  shall,  for  build- 
ing houses,  vessels  and  for  other 
purposes,  be  at  liberty  to  cut 
down  the  nearest  and  most  con- 
venient forests,  as  much  timber 
as  they  shall  require,  without 
paying  anything  for  it. 

27. 
The  Burgomasters  as  founders, 
patroons  and  possessors  of  the 
Jurisdiction,  shall  appoint  the 
Secretary,  Messenger  and  other 
inferior  otticers. 

28. 
Hunting  in  the  woods  and 
fishing  in  the  waters  and  rivers, 
&c.,  not  heretofore  owned  by 
other  persons,  shall  be  free  to 
each  of  the  Colonists,  under  cer- 


25. 
The  Colonists  in  New  Nether- 
land  requiring  anything  for  the 
culture  of  the  land  or  the  sup- 
port of  their  bodies,  shall,  etc. 


26. 
Fiat.  Provided  it  be  done 
agreeably  to  the  order  and  regu- 
lations made  or  to  be  made  there- 
on by  the  Director-General  and 
Council. 


27. 


Fiat. 


28. 

Fiat.  Under  certain  regula- 
tions made  or  to  be  made  by  the 
Dii'ector-Geueral  and  Council. 
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tain  regulations  to  be  made  re- 
specting them,  under  tlie  au- 
thority of  the  Company,  or  their 
High  Mightinesses. 
29. 
Tlie  City  of  Amsterdam  shall 
provide  for  the  transportation  of 
all  tools  and  farming  implements 
free  and  without  paying  any 
duty. 

30. 
And  in  regard  to  articles  which 
go  as  merchandise,  an  agreement 
and  tirm  regulation  respecting 
them  shall  be  made  with  the 
Company. 

Conditions  to  be  agreed  upon  with 
the  West  India  Company. 
1. 
The  West  India  Company  shall 
approve,  and,  as  far  as  lies  in  its 
power,  give  effect  to  the  accom- 
panying  agreement,   basis   and 
regulation  on  which  the  City  of 
Amsterdam  is  to  plant  Colonies 
in  New  Netherland. 


Fiat. 


29. 
Free  of  duty. 


30. 


And  in  regard  to  articles  which 
go  as  merchandise,  they  shall  pay 
such  duty  as  is  specified  in  the 
annexed  list. 


Fiat. 


A  firm  regulation  should  be 
made  respecting  the  duty  on  their 
own  products  sent  over  by  the 
Colonists. 

3. 
Their  High  Mightinesses  or  the 
Company  should  cede  and  grant 
to  the  City  of  Amsterdam  as 
founders  and  planters  of  the 
place,  high,  middle  and  low  juris- 
diction, in  order  the  better  to 
maintain  the  requisite  authority 
among  their  people. 


All  fruits  and  products  raised 
there  and  cultivated  by  the  Colo- 
nists shall  be  free  of  duty  and  on 
coming  here  pay  only  the  convoy 
to  the  Company. 
3. 

Fiat. 


The  City  shall  possess  the  ju- 
risdiction aforesaid  in  the  form 
of  a  Fief,  successively  appoint- 


Fiat. 
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ills  to  that  end ,  a  person  on  whom 
the  Fief  sliall  be  conferred  on 
payment  of  certain  Seignorial 
dues.    (Heer  geivadenj 

5. 

The  Sovereiffnty  and  supreme 
authority,  or  whatever  else  de- 
pends thereon,  remaining,  never- 
tlieless,  in  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses or  the  Company  so  far  as 
it  is  authorized  by  the  Charter. 

And  as  the  government  of  Am- 
sterdam hath  no  intention  to  ex- 
tend any  authority  or  power 
abroad,  but  merely  designs  to 
promote  commerce,  which  is  the 
life  of  this  City,  so  will  it  be  con- 
tent to  make  over  and  convey 
everything  to  the  Company  afore- 
said, in  case  their  Higli  Mighti- 
nesses or  tlie  Company  aforesaid 
be  inclined  to  reimburse,  within 
the  first  ten  years,  to  the  City  of 
Amsterdam,  the  moneys  dis- 
bursed with  simple  interest  at  5 
per  cent  yearly  on  condition  that 
the  said  Company,  in  such  case, 
remain  bound  to  make  good  to 
the  Colonists  the  Agreement 
heretofore  drawn  up  and  here- 
unto annexed. 


5. 


Fiat. 


Ampltfication. 
Any  of  the  (>olonists  who  by 
himself  or  his  family  or  any  per- 
son in  his  service,  shall  discover 
any  minerals,  crj'Stals,  precious 
stones,  marble,  &c.,  of  whatever 
nature  soever  tlie  same  may  be, 
may  possess  and  keep  them  as  his 
own,  without  paying  any  impo- 
sition or  duty  for  them,  for  the 
term  of  ten  years ;  but  after  the 
expiration  thereof,  lie  shall  be 
bound  to  ]>ay  the  Company  one- 
tenth  of  their  proceeds. 
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FORM  OF  PERMIT  TO  SAIL  TO  NEW  NETHERLAND. 


The  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  at  the  Cliamber  here 
in  Amsterdam  have  allowed  and  agreed,  as  they  hereby  allow  and 

agree  that bkipper  of  the  ship may  make  a 

voyage  with  said  ship  under  his  command  to  New  Netherland  with- 
in tlie  limits  of  the  Company's  charter,  on  condition  and  terms  made 
and  entered  into  with  the  aforesaid  skipper  in  manner  as  follows, 
to  wit :  Tliat  he  shall  be  bound  to  bring  all  his  goods  and  merchan- 
dise to  be  carried  by  him,  (before  lie  takes  them  into  the  ship  afore- 
said) into  the  said  Company's  warehouse  here  to  be  inspected, 
marked  with  Company's  mark,  and  to  be  paid  thereon  to  the  Com- 
pany, prompt,  sixteen  per  cent  on  the  Indian  goods  such  as  duflels 
and  blankets,  and  ten  per  cent  on  all  other  goods  and  merchandise, 
all  according  to  the  true  value  thereof,  exclusive  of  the  licenses  and 
convoys;  that  he, after fultilling  hereof  and  sailing  from Texel, be- 
fore he  can  touch  at  any  place,  shall  be  obliged  to  come  with  his 
ship  to  the  roadstead  before  Fort  New  Amsterdam,  on  tlie  Island 
of  Manhattans,  in  order,  after  delivery  of  our  letters  and  exhibition 
of  his  commission  to  the  Director  there,  that  the  aforesaid  ship  may 
be  discharged  and  all  the  goods  and  merchandise  on  board  may  be 
brought  out  of  her  into  the  Company's  warehouses  at  said  place, 
when  the  aforesaid  Skipper  or  Factor  shall  be  free  again  to  remove 
them  in  order  to  sell  them  within  the  district  of  New  Netherland, 
New  England  and  Virginia  and  to  do  with  them  as  he  shall  deem 
good  and  proper,  according  to  the  invoice  or  bill  of  lading  here. 
Further,  that  he  shall  be  bound  to  come  back  witii  his  said  ship  and 
the  full  return  of  the  aforesaid  exported  goods  and  merchandise,  or 
should  any  part  of  said  return  be  left  behind,  he  shall  be  bound  to 
have  it  brought  to  this  country  to  the  place  he  sailed  from,  in  order 
that  it  be  all  discharged  and  brought  into  the  aforesaid  Company's 
warehouses  here,  and  to  pay  thereon  to  the  Company  aforesaid  eight 
per  cent  in  kind  or  ad  valorem,  at  the  choice  of  the  Company,  and 
that  in  like  manner  exclusive  of  tlie  permits  and  convoy  hereinbe- 
fore mentioned,  and  the  state  duty  of  four  stivers  imposed  on  each 
beaver.  And  as  regards  the  Tobacco  which  the  aforesaid  Skipper 
may  have  traded,  or  received  as  freight,  in  New  Netherland,  Eng- 
lish Virginias,  New  England  or  elsewhere,  it  is  expressly  stipulated 
and  by  him  agreed  to  pay  thereof  here  to  the  Company  3U  stivers 
per  hundred  pound  of  Virginia,  and  20  stivers  for  the  New  Nether- 
land, tobacco ;  The  Skipper,  moreover,  must  take  on  board  as  many 
Soldiers,  Free  persons,  men,  women  and  ciiildren  as  he  can  conven- 
iently accommodate  in  his  aforesaid  ship  and  as  the  Company  sliall 
order,  whom  he  shall  provide  with  meat  and  drink  and  serve  up  the 
same  according  to  the  Company's  Tariff  of  Rations,  on  condition  of 
51— Vol.  V. 
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paying  for  each  head,  to  wit:  For  the  soldiers,  thirty-six  guilders 
and  for  the  free  persons  forty  guilders,  those  under  ten  years,  half 
that  rate,  and  cliildren  at  the  breast,  nothing ;  without  his  being  at 
liberty  to  convey  any  person  either  from  here  thither,  or  from  there 
here,  without  obtaining  tlierefor  a  special  permit  signed  by  the  Di- 
rectors, or  the  Governor  in  New  Netherland  under  a  penalty  of  fifty 
guilders  for  each  person  he  shall  have  conveyed  from  here  thither, 
and  six  hundred  guilders  for  wliomsoever  he  may  bring  thence  here 
without  special  consent.  And  he,  the  Skipper,  shall  be,  further, 
bound  to  take  a  sujiercargo  on  board  his  ship,  on  the  Company's 
wages,  whose  board  and  lodging  in  the  cabin  sliall  be  at  the  Skip- 
per's expense;  all  under  forfeiture  of  the  ship,  tackle,  and  the 
freighted  and  traded  goods  or  the  value  thereof,  in  case  the  Skipper 
or  any  of  his  people  shall  be  found  to  have  contravened  these  pres- 
ents. He,  the  Skipper,  consenting  under  his  own  hand-signature 
hereunto  affixed,  to  subject  himself  to  all  courts  and  judges.  All 
agreed  and  undertaken  rightfully  and  in  good  faith,  in  Amsterdam, 
the 


RESOLUTION    OF    THE     STATES    GENERAL,    ON    AN 

AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  THE  WEST  INDIA 

COMPANY  AND  THE  CITY  OF 

AMSTERDAM. 


Tuesday,  1  August,  1656. 
Read  at  the  meeting  the  petition  of  tlie  Directors  of  the  West 
India  Company,  Chamber  at  Amsterdam,  requesting  tlie  approval 
of  a  certain  agreement  concluded  between  them  and  the  Burgo- 
masters of  the  City  of  Amsterdam  abovenamed,  for  the  planting  of 
Colonies  in  New  l?^etherland.  Which  being  considered,  it  is  re- 
solved and  concluded  that  the  aforesaid  petition  and  the  documents 
thereunto  belonging,  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Assembly  of  the 
Half-Nineteen,  met  at  Amsterdam,  for  information  and  advice. 
The  aforesaid  Petition  shall,  however,  without  prejudice  to  it,  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Mess''^  Van  der  Capelle  to  Ryssel  and  the 
other,  their  High  Mightinesses'  Deputies  for  the  affairs  of  the  said 
West  India  Company,  to  inspect,  examine  and  report  thereupoQ. 
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EATIFICATION    BY   THE    STATES  GENERAL  OF   THE 
CONDITIONS  FOR  THE  COLONY  ON  THE 
DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Wednesday  the  16""  August,  1656. 
Heard  the  report  of  Mess^'  Van  der  Capelle  to  Ryssel  and  other 
their  High  Mightinesses'  Deputies  for  the  affairs  of  tlie  West  India 
Company,  having,  pursuant  to  tlie  resolution  of  tlie  12"'  instant, 
investigated  and  examined  tlie  letter  of  tlie  Committee  of  Directors 
of  the  respective  Chambers  of  the  West  India  Company  represent- 
ing the  Assembly  of  the  Nineteenth  convened  at  Amsterdam,  dated 
the  10"'  instant,  together  with  some  appendices  in  answer  to  their 
High  Mightinesses'  despatch  of  the  1"  ditto,  and  consequently,  in- 
formation and  advice  on  the  Petition  and  Papers  presented  by  the 
presiding  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  to  their  High  Mightinesses  to 
obtain  their  approbation  and  ratification  of  the  Conditions  entered 
into  by  that  Chamber  with  the  Burgomasters  of  said  City  of  Am- 
sterdam for  the  planting  of  Colonies  in  New  Netherland.  Which 
being  considered,  their  High  Mightinesses  have  thanked  the  Gentle- 
men of  the  Committee  for  the  trouble  they  have  taken,  and  it  is 
further  Resolved  and  concluded,  hereby  to  approve  and  ratify  the 
aforesaid  agreement  or  conditions  entered  into  by  the  abovemen- 
tioned  Chamber  with  the  Burgomasters  of  Amsterdam,  all  never- 
theless saving  and  without  prejudice  to  the  right,  jurisdiction  and 
possession  of  the  Colonies  heretofore  given  out  in  the  aforesaid 
countries  and  of  the  property  purchased  in  said  district;  with  this 
understanding  also,  that  whensoever  there  shall  be  in  that  place 
two  hundred  families  or  thereabouts,  a  preacher  and  consistory 
shall  be  installed  there  without  any  expense  to  the  Company.  And 
all  this  saving  also  the  division  of  the  districts  which  may  be  made 
among  the  respective  Chambers.  It  is  hereby  recommended  to  the 
aforesaid  Chamber  at  Amsterdam  so  to  moderate  the  public  duties 
that  the  population  there  may  be  encouraged,  and  not  obstructed. 


REPORT  ON   GARRISONING    FORT  CASIMIR,  ON   THE 
DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Report  exhibited  and  proposed  to  the  Right   Worshipful  the  Burgo- 
masters on  some  p>oints.    1  November,  165G. 
Whereas,  we  had  noticed  in  the  Instruction  which  your  Wor- 
ships were  pleased  to  draw  up  for  this  Board,  that  you  intended  to 
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occupy  Fort  Casimir,  we,  therefore,  for  the  advancement  of  mat- 
ters, have  made  out  an  estimate  and  calculation,  and  considered 
the  number  of  soldiers  necessary  in  our  opinion  for  the  occupation 
aforesaid,  to  be  a  Company  of  60  strong,  under  one  Ca])tain,  Lieu- 
tenant and  Ensign,  &c.,  in  order  to  impose  thereby  greater  respect 
on  the  natives  and  neighbors  in  those  parts.  Wiiich  Company  of 
Soldiers  would  cost  yearly,  in  wages  and  rations,  economy  being 
studied  as  much  as  possible  herein,  as  follows  :— 

1  Captain,         monthly  pay, fl.  50.0.0 

1  Lieutenant,         "■  "      30.0.0 

1  Ensign,  "  "       25.0.0 

2  Sergeants,  each  15  guilders, 30.0.0 

1  Captain  of  arms,     10.0.0 

2  Corporals,  each  fl.l2, 24.0.0 

6  Cadets,      each     10, 60.0.0 

2  Drums,      each      9, 18.0.0 

44  Soldiers,     each       8, 352.0.0 

599.0.0 
Multiplied  by 12  montJis 

Yearly  wages, fl.  7,188 

The  yearly  allowance  for  rations  amounts 

For    1  Captain,      yearly, fl.  150 

For    i  Lieutenant,              120 

For    1  Ensign,                     100 

For    2  Sergeants,  each  fl.80, 160 

For  55  Rank  and  file,  each  fl.60, 3,3o0         3,830 

Total  wages  and  allowance  for  rations  yearly,    ....     fl.ll,01S. 

To  officer  the  aforesaid  companies,  one  Martin  Kryger  had  offered 
himself  as  Captain  and  Alexander  Hinojossa  as  Lieutenant;  no 
Ensign  satisfactory  to  us  having  come  forward,  we  recommend 
both  those  gentlemen  to  your  Worships  agreeably  to  your  Instruc- 
tion, as  i^ersons  who,  we  trust  on  this  occasion,  are  capable  of  do- 
ing good  service.  The  first  having  resided  many  years  in  New 
Netherland  and  given  proof  enough  of  his  qualifications,  and  es- 
pecially of  his  knowledge  of  the  country  and  of  the  South  river, 
and  the  other  on  account  of  his  long  service  in  Brazil  and  other  ca- 
pacities, having  been  employed  there  as  Lieutenant  and  Captain- 
Lieutenant. 

In  case  your  Worships  may  conclude  on  choosing  and  accepting 
both  these  persons,  in  aforesaid  quality,  'twill  be  necessary  then  to 
instruct  them  immediately  to  look  up  soldiers  and,  lest  the  enlist- 
ment thereof  consume  too  long  a  time,  as  the  season  is  quickly 
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passing  and  therefore  cannot  permit  of  it,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
drum  ought  to  be  beat  for  them,  in  order  that  thej'  may  be  sent 
away  by  the  end  of  this  month. 

Also,  that  we  liave  warned  and  shall  notify  all  persons  who  have 
had  tliemselves  registered  as  free  Colonists,  handicraftsmen,  &c., 
already  amounting  to  a  respectable  number,  that  tliey  must  be  pre- 
pared  and  ready,  by  tlie  aforesaid  time ;  and  finally, 

That  for  divers  reasons  we  have  tliought  it  fit  and  more  profitable 
to  hire  or  freiglit  a  ship  of  Kiu  (a  170  lasts  burthen  here,  to  con- 
vey all  the  aforesaid  people  and  their  requisite  necessaries,  to  New 
Netherland. 


RESOLUTION    OF    THE    COMMON    COUNCIL  OF 
AMSTERDAM  ON  THE  PRECEDING  REPORT. 


Extract  of  the  Eesolutions  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  Citii  of 

Amsterdam. 

4  November,  1656. 

The  Burgomasters  have  further  informed  the  Council  that  their 
Worships  had,  in  the  promotion  of  the  Ncav  Netherland  business, 
considered  among  other  things :  In  what  manner  Fort  Casimir. 
which  is  situate  on  the  South  river  and  is  conveyed  to  this  City  by 
the  West  India  Company  and  destined  to  be  the  first  abiding  place 
of  the  new  Colonists,  should  in  future  be  guarded  and  defended 
against  foreign  attack,  as  the  present  Garrison  is  to  be  removed 
thence  by  said  Company,  and  quartered  in  other  of  their  forts  lying 
higher  up  on  said  river,  and  that  their  Worships  had  principally 
taken  into  consideration  these  means,  to  wit :  To  send  over  60  to 
70  Boors  from  the  Gulick  countrj^  and  surrounding  neighborhood, 
who,  by  the  daily  quartering  of  soldiers  are  not  much  less  qualified 
for  war  than  they,  in  order  to  mount  guard  on  certain  conditions 
and  penalties,  and  to  attend  to  agricultiu-e  tlie  remainder  of  the 
time;  or,  else,  a  certain  number  of  soldiers  to  garrison  specially 
said  Fort. 

Then,  their  Worships  considering  that  these  means  would  be  a 
source  of  more  or  less  expense  to  the  City,  had  resolved  before  pro- 
ceeding therein,  to  request  the  advice  and  orders  of  this  Council. 

Whicli  being  considered,  and  the  maintaining  of  soldiers  or  of 
those  who  perform  such  duty,  being  adjudged  one  of  tiie  most  funda- 
mental requisites  for  the  security  of  many  embryo  cities  and  towns. 

It  is  unanimously  resolved  and  concluded  liereby  to  request  and 
authorize  the  Burgomasters  to  act  in  the  premises,  as  they  may  con- 
sider most  advantageous  to  the  projected  Colonies. 
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ESTIMATED  EXPENSE  OF  SENDING  A  COLONY  OF  150 
PERSONS  TO  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Amsterdam,  20  October,  A°  1656. 
List  of  Clothing  and  whatever  appertains  thereto,  required  for  those 
who  will  go  to  New  Netherland  as  Colonists,  estimated  at  100 persons 
for  1  year. 

400  pairs  of  shoes  for  men,  women  and  children,  average 

(ff  25  stiv.  per  pair, fl.  500. 

200  pairs  of  Iceland  stockings,  @  5  stivers  the  pair,  .    .  50. 

50  pairs  Prussian  blue  stockings,  (a  15  stivers  the  pair,  37.10 

50  pairs  cloth  hose  for  women  and  children,  average  (a) 

15  stivers, 37.10 

'"  50  pairs  wool  dyed  hose  for  women  and  children,  average 

(fl)  20  stivers, 50. 

200  shirts  for  men  and  women,  (o  36  stivers, 360. 

600  ells  coarse  flemish  linen,  &c.,  for  making  children's 

shirts,  10  stivers, 300. 

50  men's  hats,  fl.  2, 100. 

50  boy's  hats,  fl.  li, 75. 

100  red  Rouen  caps,  4  stivers, 20. 

150  ells  coarse  colored  cloth,  formaking  50  suits  of  men's 

clothes,  (a-  45  stivers, 337.10 

500  ells  Russia  cloth  for  overcoates  and  children's  cloth- 
ing, Qi  6  stivers, 120. 

200  ells  duifels  and  some  woolen  strings  for  women  and 

children's  petticoats,  (If  30  stivers, 300. 

100  neckcloths  (dassiers),  (w  5  stivers, 25. 

20  pairs  of  thick  leather  boots,  fl.  6, 120. 

Hooks  and  eyes,  buttons,  white,  gray  and  colored 
yarn,  together  with  pay  for  making  men's  cloth- 
ing; total  estimated, 300. 

50  blankets  for  covering,  @  fl.  4, fl.  200 

100  double  carpets  (carpettenj,  (a  24  stivers,  120 

320. 

Add  hereunto  clothing  for  50  persons,  which  would 

amount  to, 1,526.  5 

Total  for  clothing  for  150  persons  yearly, 4,578.15 

And  for  the  purchase  of  cattle  which  are  necessary  for 
agriculture,  at  first  cargoes  must  be  sent  out,  which 
are  taken  by  the  neighboring  English,  viz'. 
Duffels,  shirts,  stockings,  shoes  and  distilled  waters, 

forthesumof, fl.  3,000. 
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Amsterdam,  8tli  November,  Anno.  1656. 
List  of  Liquors  "nd  provisions  required  for  100  people  for  one  year  : 

16  barrels  of  Beef,  each  weighing  500  lb.  @  70  fl.,  .    .  fl.  1120. 

9       do.        pork,    "            "        300            42  fl.,  .    .  378. 

4  tierces  Spanish  wine,  per  awm.,  80  fl., 320. 

4      "      Brandy,                  "            80  fl., 320. 

6      "      French  wine          "           28  fl., 168. 

8  firkins  Vinegar,  per  firk.,  34  fl., 272. 

4  tierces  oil,  per  awm.,          8.5fl.,  ..    . 340. 

4      "  train  oil,  "                 '30  fl., 120. 

20500  lbs.  meal,  including  the  toll,  &c., 560. 

8  tons  salt,  per  ton,  3  fl., 24. 

10  bags  groats,  per  sack,  4f  fl 475. 

72    "    peas,          "              4  fl., 289. 

25    "    beans,       "              3  fl., 75. 

4  firkins  butter,  per  firkin,  65  fl., 260. 

250  lbs.  cheese,        per  lb.  25  St., 437.10 

5200  lbs.  dried  codfish,  per  ct.  6  fl., 312. 

2  schepels  mustard  seed,  per  sch.,  3i  fl., 7. 

150  lbs.  candles,  per  lb.  6  st., 45. 

15  hams,  @  fl.  2, 30. 

12  ps.  smoked  beef ,  2  fl 24. 

30  smoked  tongues,  12  st., 18. 

fl.  5593.10 
Casks  required  for  the  above : 

76  meat  barrels,  fl.  7i, 120. 

36  pork    do.  and  tierces,  6  fl., 216. 

8  firkins,  10  fl., 80. 

140dry  casks,  2fl., 280. 

8  kegs,  16  St., 6.  8 

24  cases,  30  st., 36. 

fl.   6331.18 
'Add  hereunto  provisions  for  50  persons  amount- 
ing to,  3166.00 

Total  for  150  persons  for  1  year, fl.  9497.18 


Amsterdam,  8""  November,  A"  1656. 
List  of  the  munitions  of  war  required  for  150  men,  to  be  sent  to  the  South 
river  of  New  Netherland. 

75  muskets,  @  fl.  4^  each,    •  • fl.  337.10 

75  firelocks  or  snaphance,  @  8,     600.00 

75  bandoleers,  (w  22  stiv., 82.10 
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75  cartridcre  boxes,  (cd  28  stiv., fl  105.00 

75  swords,  fl.  2i, 187.10 

75  hangers  fl.2i, 187.10 

75  sword  belts.  25  stiv., 100.00 

75  sabre  belts,  fl.  1, 75.00 

70  chests,  (a.  28  stivers, 98.00 

70  straw  beds,  fl.  1, 70,00 

1,843.00 

2000  lt)s.  powder,  C'?  fl.  45  per  cwt., 900.00 

600  }t)S.lead,                  10    "             60.00 

400  Itjs.  musket  balls,  11    "             44.00 


2.843.00 


Calculation  or  estimate  of  the  first  cost  of  the  following  necessaries 
which  are  required  for  New  Netherland. 

For  2  months'  wages  for  the  crew, fl.  600.00 

For  5  months'"  supi)lies  for  the  ship, •  750.00 

For  2  months'  in  hand  for  40  soldiers, 800.00 

For  150  persons  rations, 9,500.00 

For  clothing  and  other  necessaries, 4,500.00 

For  cargoes  in  duffels,  &c., 3.000.00 

For  materials  and  agricultural  implements 3,000.00 

For  powder,  lead,  guns  and  other  munitions  of  war,  .  2,800.00 


fl.  24,950.00 


RESOLUTION   AUTHORIZING   A   LOAN   FOR   THE 
COLONY  ON  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 


Extract  from,  the  Resolutions  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 

Amsterdam. 

11  November,  1656. 
The  Commissioners  appointed  for  the  affairs  of  New  Netherland 
are  authorized  by  the  Council  to  borrow  the  sum  of  Twenty-tive 
thousand  Guilders,  for  setting  up  the  Colonic  and  the  purchase  of 
divers  goods  required  by  it,  and  to  pledge  for  such  loan  the  revenues, 
means  and  effects  of  the  City. 
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COMMISSION  OF  CAPTAIN  MARTIN  KRYGER. 


The  Burgomasters  and  Rejjeiits  of  the  City  of  Amstdredamme 
being  resolved  to  send  a  Company  of  Soldiers  to  their  Colouie  in 
New  Netherland,  and  therefore  requiring  to  appoint  an  experienced 
and  proper  jierson  to  command  those  Soldiers  as  Cajjtain,  the  person 
of  Martin  Kryger  was  proposed  as  such  to  tUem,  Makk  known  : 
That  they,  on  the  good  report  rendered  them  of  the  htiiess.  fidelity 
and  experience  of  the  aboveuamed  Martin  Kryger,  have  accejited, 
appointed  and  commissioned  him,  do  hereby  accept,  appoint  and 
commission  him,  as  Captain,  to  command  the  aforesaid  Company 
of  Soldiers,  and  to  employ  tiiem  in  New  Netherland  aforesaid,  and 
wherever  it  shall  be  necessary  as  he  shall  deem  most  serviceable,  ac- 
cording to  the  letter  of  instructions  and  further  orders  which  their 
Worships  shall  consider  good  and  proper;  wherefore,  we  order  and 
command  all  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  the  aforesaid  Com- 
pany to  hold,  acknowledge  and  respect  the  aforesaid  Martin  Kryger 
as  their  Captain,  and,  moreover,  to  obey  all  whatsoever  he  shall 
command  them  on  the  part  of  the  aforesaid  City  for  its  service,  for 
such  is  their  Worships'  pleasure. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  Seal  of  the  said  City  is  affixed  hereunto, 
the  5">  December,  1656. 

(Was  signed)  J.  CORVER. 

Having  impressed  the  seal  on  green  wax. 


COMMISSION  OF  LIEUTENANT  ALEXANDER 
D'HINOJOSA. 


The  Burgomasters  and  Regents  of  the  City  of  Amstelredamme 
having  resolved  to  send  a  Company  of  Soldiers  to  their  Colonie  in 
New  Netherland,  and  therefore  requiring  to  appoint  a  suitable  per- 
son, who  as  Lieutenant,  may  command  under  the  Valiant  Martin 
Kryger,  Captain  of  said  Company,  the  person  of  Alexander  d'Hino- 
josa  was  projwsed  as  such  to  them.  Make  knoavn  :  That  they,  on 
the  good  report  rendered  them  of  the  fitness,  fidelity  and  experience 
of  the  aforesaid  Alexander  d'Hinojosa.  have  accepted,  api)ointed 
and  commissioned,  do  hereby  accept,  appoint  and  commission  him, 
as  Lieutenant,  to  command  in  good  correspondence  and  unity  the 
said  Company,  under  tlie  Captain  aforesaid,  and  according  to  his 
instruction  and  orders,  given  and  to  be  given  by  their  AVorships,  to 
promote  our  service ;  wherefore,  we  order  and  command  all  officers 
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aiul  soldiers  of  said  Company,  the  aforesaid  Alexander  d'Hinojosa 
to  acknowledge,  respect  and  obey  as  their  Lieutenant,  for  such  is 
their  Worships'  i)leasure. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  Seal  of  the  said  City  is  affixed  hereunto, 
the  5^"  December,  1656. 

(Was  signed)  J.  CORYER. 

Having  besides  a  seal  impressed  on  green  wax. 


ANSWER  OF  EX-DIRECTOR  STUYVESANT. 


Anstcer  of  the  Hon''^'^  Peter  Stuyvesant,  to  the  Observations  of  the  West 
India  Company  on  his  Beport  on  the  Surrender  of  Neio  Netherland. 
1666. 
To  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords  States-General  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands. 

High  AND  Mighty  Lords:  Peter  Stuyvesant,  late  Director  in 
New  Netherland,  acknowledges,  with  all  possible  thankfulness,  that 
you.  High  and  Mighty,  have  been  pleased,  by  your  resolution  dated 
IT""  April,  to  grant  your  Petitioner  communication  of  the  Observa- 
tions the  Directors  of  the  Chamber  at  Amsterdam  of  the  West  India 
Company  have  been  pleased  to  make  on  his  Report  respecting  the 
loss  and  surrender  of  Xew  Netherland  to  the  English,  exliibited  to 
you.  High  and  Mighty,  and  the  aforesaid  Directors  six  months  be- 
fore. xYlthougli  the  latter  do  not  contradict  the  statements  in  his 
Report  nor  deny  the  want  of  provisions,  powder  and  other  adduced 
causes  why  and  whereupon  the  loss  and  surrender  followed,  yet  an 
attempt  is  made  in  the  aforesaid  Observations  to  destroy  the  state- 
ment, though,  in  the  Petitioner's  opinion,  sufficiently  proved  by 
the  necessary  documents,  as  if  the  Petitioner  and  Council  had  not 
used  due  exertions  to  supply  the  place  with  one  and  the  other.  For 
the  refutation  thereof,  and  for  more  correct  information  thereupon, 
the  Petitioner  finds  himself  under  the  necessity  to  add  the  following 
as  an  Answer  to  the  Remarks  and  Observations: 

First,  in  regard  to  the  Observation  on  the  Want  of  provisions. 
The  Directors  say  that,  from  the  fruitfulness  of  the  soil,  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  place  to  have  been  short  of  i)rovisions,  since  none 
have  ever  been  sent  hence  thitiier.  It  cannot,  nevertheless,  be  un- 
known to  the  Directors,  from  the  books  of  accounts  sent  over  to 
them  every  year,  that  1  have  been  divers  time  obligated  to  draw, 
though  not  from  Holland,  yet  from  New  England,  any  quantity 
the  garrison  required.  In  addition  to  the  account  books,  this  can 
be  proved  credible  witnesses;  among  the  rest,  by  the  Commissary 
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of  provisions  himself.  But  if  I  have  been  necessitated  hitherto 
frequently  to  do  this,  as  'tis  said,  yet  can  it  neither  be  denied  nor 
gainsaid  that  New  Netherland  is  so  fertile  that  the  country  in  some 
seasons  hath  exported  provisions  to  other  places,  yea,  even  to  Hol- 
land. But  in  16G3,  in  consequence  of  the  Indian  massacre  and 
bloody  war,  and  the  continued  troubles  with  the  English  on  Long 
Island  and  otlier  inconveniences,  the  harvest  was  so  i)Oor  and  scant, 
that  we  and  even  those  of  the  Colonie  of  New  Amstel  were  under 
the  necessity  of  sending  to  New  England  for  corn  and  other  pro- 
visions. Admitting,  however,  that  the  fertility  of  the  country  was 
sucli  as  never  to  necessitate  us  to  import  provisions  either  from 
tliese  parts  or  from  New  England,  but  that  we  could  always  subsist 
within  and  of  ourselves,  and  supply  tlie  stores  from  the  inhabitants; 
whicli  abundance,  however,  the  Province  frequently  could  never 
attain,  in  consequence  of  the  so  numerous  invasions  and  massacres 
on  tlie  part  the  Indians  within,  and  the  continual  vexation  of  the 
neighbors  without ;  yet  the  presupposed  imjjossibility  of  any  dearth 
or  scarcity  would  not  thence  follow,  seeing  that  here  as  elsewhere 
the  loss  and  surrender  of  divers  cities  and  places  have  been  hastened 
through  want  of  provisions. 

But,  continue  the  Directors,  had  a  scarcity  of  provisions  even 
existed,  the  government  did  not  take  sufficient  care  to  victual  the 
place  in  time,  in  which  case  they  must  be  held  to  be  as  culpable  as 
if  it  had  been  surrendered  to  tlie  enemy  fully  provisioned.  "Without 
paying  any  attention  to  wliat  the  Petitioner  hath  proved  to  the 
contrary  in  his  Report,  tlie  Directors  endeavor  to  impute  to  the 
government  Its  loss  and  neglect. 

First,  say  they,  I  myself  admit  that  the  stores  were  well  supplied 
the  entire  summer.  The  Report  delivered  in  does  not  intimate  this 
in  such  positive  terms,  but  says;  passably  well,  in  comparison  with 
previous  years;  giving  additional  reasons  why  they  were  not  better 
stocked,  such  as  want  of  credit  and  cash.  But  admitting  it  to  be 
as  the  Directors  presuppose,  yet  it  cannot,  from  that,  be  concluded, 
much  less  proved,  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  any  of  this  neglect  to 
keep  the  stores  as  well  supplied  as  possible.  The  contrary  was 
demonstrated  and  proved  in  the  Report  by  two  certificates  of  Ser- 
geant Hermen  Martens  van  den  Bosch  and  Dirck  Loten,  Commis- 
sary of  stores,  both  of  whom  are  in  this  country.  These  witnesses 
prove  that  the  aforesaid  Sergeant  was,  in  the  months  of  May,  June 
and  July,  sent  three  or  four  times  with  goods  and  letters  of  credit 
to  New  England,  to  purchase  provisions  both  for  the  Island  of  Cur- 
a9ao  and  our  garrison.  The  government  of  the  city's  Colonie  on 
the  South  river  did  also  send  thither  Peter  Alriclis.  its  Commissary, 
to  procure  cattle  and  provisions  for  that  Colonie :  a  jialpable  token 
and  proof  that  no  supplies,  certainly  not  enough,  were  to  be  ob- 
tained in  New  Netherland. 
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Secondly.  The  aforesaid  Directors  say,  the  Petitioner  acknow- 
ledjies  tliat  tlie  scarcity  was  si)ecia]ly  created  by  the  sending  of  a  lot 
of  provisions  by  the  Musch,  and  accuse  him  on  that  account  of 
neglect  and  seeming  iminnidence,  inasmuch  as  he  had  had,  fully 
three  weeks  before  tlie  dispatch  of  the  aforesaid  vessel,  specific  tid- 
ings, of  the  frigates  wliich  had  mastered  the  place. 

The  Report  presented  to  you.  Illustrious,  High  and  Mighty,  and 
in  the  first  i)lace  to  tlie  Company,  intimates,  on  this  subject,  not 
that  the  scarcity  was  created  solely  and  specifically  by  the  sending 
away  of  a  portion  of  i)rovisions  to  Cura9ao,  but  that  it  was  partially 
occasioned  thereby;  presupposing  that  other  additional  reasons 
could  be  adduced,  and  not  the  lea-st  among  tlie  rest,  that  about 
14  (7i .  16  days  before  the  arrival  of  the  frigates,  there  arrived  and 
came,  in  the  ship  Gideon,  between  3  and  400  half-starved  Negroes 
and  Negresses  who  alone,  exclusive  of  the  garrison,  required  one 
hundred  skepels  of  wheat  i)er  week. 

Now,  regarding  the  second  member  of  this  subject:  Presumed 
neglect  and  apparent  imprudence,  because  I  had  allowed  the  ship 
3fi(sch  to  sail  with  some  provisions  to  Curacj-ao;  inasmuch  as  I  had 
specific  intelligence  of  tlie  frigates  three  weeks  before  the  dispatch 
of  the  aforesaid  vessel,  therefore  ought  I  not  to  have  stripped  my- 
self of  any  necessaries.  The  Directors'  letter  of  the  21^'  April,  to 
which  he  appeals,  is  not,  in  any  wise,  an  excuse  for  so  doing,  since 
it  was  not  written  therein  that  the  frigates  would  not  come  to  sur- 
prise him  [but  to  advise  him],  according  to  all  reports  which  W'ere 
abroad,  without  assuring  him  of  anything;  moreover,  the  Director 
and  Council  aforesaid  most  expressly  write  by  letters  of  the  21" 
Ajnil,  that  they  there  are,  for  a  surety  and  a  certainty,  informed 
to  the  contrary,  and  that  the  Company  was  misinformed. 
High  and  Mighty  Lords. 

The  above  is  either  not  understood  according  to  the  precise  truth, 
or  erroneously  misinterpreted  by  the  Directors.  Therefore,  afford- 
ing some  semblance  of  neglect  and  want  of  care,  do  I  find  myself 
necessitated  to  explain  this  matter  somewhat  more  circumstan- 
tially, and  to  inform  you.  High  and  Mighty,  of  the  true  state  of  the 
case,  and  to  commit  the  decision  thereupon  to  your  High  Mighti- 
nesses' more  profound  wisdom. 

First.  What  the  abovementioned  Directors  advise  us  on  the  21"' 
April  is  coi)ied,  in  the  Report  delivered  in,  word  for  word  from  their 
letter,  which  does  not  contain  a  word  about  rumors  which  were 
bruited  abroad,  but  of 

"  News  we  receive  from  England,  according  to  which  his  Majesty 
of  Great  Britain,  who  is  disposed  to  bring  all  his  dominions  under 
one  form  of  government,  both  in  Church  and  State,  hath  taken  care 
that  Commissioners  are  at  present  ready  in  England  to  rei)air  to 
New  England  to  install  Bishops  there  the  same  as  in  Old  England." 
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And  a  little  farther  on  : 

"  The  division  of  tlie  Boundary,  so  long  essayed,  begins  now  also 
to  assume  anotiier  aspect,  partly  in  consequence  of  our  efforts,'' etc. 

■\Ve  submit  to  your  High  Mightinesses'  most  wise  and  discreet 
judgment  wiiat  encouragement,  if  no  assurance  at  least  what  liope, 
servants  residing  so  far  off  can  draw  from  such  and  simihir  ex- 
pressions. The  Directors  say  that  they  did  not  assure  us  of  any- 
thing, but  merely  advised  us  of  the  reports  that  were  prevalent ; 
the  Director  and  Couucil,  on  the  contrary,  write  most  expressly  by 
letter  of  the  21^'  April,  that  they  are  positively  and  certainly  ad- 
vised otherwise,  and  that  the  Company  was  misinformed. 

On  examining  and  reading  aver  the  copies  of  the  letters  written 
about  this  time,  in  answer  to  those  of  the  Company,  we  tind  no  such 
expressions.  'Tis  not  probable,  yea,  'tis  impossible,  that  we  should 
have  positive  and  certain  intelligence  contrary  to  theirs,  seeing  it  is 
confessed  that  we  received  the  Company's  letter,  \\Titten  on  the 
2P'  April,  for  the  tirst  time,  by  the  ship  Eendradd  in  the  last  of 
July,  about  three  weeks  before  the  arrival  of  the  English  frigates, 
and  I  was  unable  to  answer  this  letter,  and  consequently  did  not 
make  use  of  any  such  language. 

Regarding  what  the  Directors  furtlier  say,  that  I  had  specific 
news  of  the  frigates  full  tiiree  weeks  before  tlie  dispatch  of  the 
ILusch,  with  provisions  to  Cura9ao:  The  preciseness  and  certainty 
of  these  news  can  be  inferred  from  what  the  Director  and  Council 
first  WTOte  to  the  Directors  under  date  10"'  June,  per  tlie  ship  Vos, 
and  on  tlie  4'"  of  August  per  the  ship  Trouw;  the  last  in  answer  to 
theirs  of  the  21"  April,  whereof  the  extract  reads  word  for  word  as 
follows  : 

"  We  are  informed  by  the  last  letters  and  advices  from  Old  En- 
gland, received  at  Boston,  in  New  England,  by  divers  ships,  that 
the  affairs  between  our  State  and  the  King  of  England  do  not  look 
altogether  peaceable,  but  appear  about  to  terminate  in  a  rupture. 
If  this  should  be  the  case,  which  God  forfend,  we  will  not  doubt  but 
your  Honors  will  endeavor,  through  the  iiight  Worshipful,  the 
Burgomasters  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  and  their  recommendation 
and  letters  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  to  have  us  seasonably  and 
at  the  earliest  moment,  seconded  by  men  and  ships-of-war.  With- 
out such  and  effectual  assistance  (the  power  and  lielp  of  God  being 
unlimited),  'tis  impossible,  according  to  human  calculation,  to  exist 
here  against  such  menacing  and  exasperated  neighbors,  who  ex- 
ceed us  in  numbers  and  strength  more  than  1(J  to  one,"  *S:c. 

By  the  ship  Trouw,  which  sailed  about  «  weeks  after  the  siiip  T'os, 
the  Directors'  last  received  despatch  of  the  21'  April  was  answered 
on  the  4"'  of  August,  as  follows : 

"  Concerning  the  sequel  of  your  Honors'  letter,  and  your  ex- 
pressions that,  according  to  the  news  which  you  received  from  Old 
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England,  Entjland's  Majesty  is  inclined  to  reduce  all  his  dominions 
to  one  form  of  government  in  Cluircli  and  State,  and  to  that  effect 
some  Commissioners  ('twas  divulged  hei-e  that  2  (a  .  3  frigates  pro- 
vided with  men  and  ammunition)  lay  ready  in  England  to  repair  to 
New  England,  and  there  to  install  Bishops  as  in  Old  England  ;  and 
what  your  Honors  further  conceive  for  our  encouragement  and  that 
of  your  inhabitants,  we  shall  not  for  the  ])resent  debate,  much  less 
gainsay,  but  rather  wish  and  hope  that  if  it  contribute  as  well  to 
the  advantage  of  God"s  church  as  to  ours,  it  may  fall  out  according 
to  your  advice  and  meaning.  Meanwhile,  we  cannot  omit  com- 
municating to  your  Honors  on  this  head  what  we  were  informed 
here  about  the  matter,  partly  to  convey  by  the  annexed  Declaration 
N"  X.,  more  fully  to  be  learned  by  your  Honors  from  the  Skippers 
and  jiassengers  who  are  going  over,  that  the  design  of  the  aforesaid 
frigates  and  soldiers  is  directed  rather  against  Long  Island  and  this 
your  Honors'  conquest,  than  to  reform  New  England." 

When  these  extracts  from  our  answers  are  comjjared  with  the 
Directors'  letter  of  information,  impartial  people  will  be  able  to 
judge  M'hat  intelligence  they  had  from  Old  England,  which  lay  so 
near  them,  and  we  had,  so  far  from  there,  from  a  third  and  fourth 
hand  ;  whence  it  can  reliably  be  inferred  how  unjust  the  allegation, 
that  they  did  advise  us  simply  of  reports  that  were  prevalent,  but 
that  we  very  expressly  write  under  date  of  the  21'^'  April,  that  we 
were  positively  and  reliably  advised  to  the  contrary  and  tliat  the 
Company  was  aiisinformed. 

The  abovementioned  Declaration  N"  X.  was,  according  to  the 
Petitioner's  recollection,  a  verbal  statement  of  one  Thomas  Willet, 
an  Englishman,  of  what  he  had  heard  regarding  the  English  frigates. 
He  contradicted  this  his  declaration  14  {a  .  18  days  after,  not  only 
before  the  Director  and  Council,  but  in  presence  of  divers  individ- 
uals, some  of  whom  are  here  and  can  testify  to  the  fact  :  stating  and 
roundly  declaring  that  now,  in  the  last  of  July  to  wit,  other  news 
had  reached  New  England  from  Old  England  by  the  last  ships,  viz. : 
that  by  Ambassador  Gogh's  arrival  in  England,  things  were  greatly 
changed ;  that  the  frigates  were  again  uidoaded  ;  tiiat  Commis- 
sioners were  nominated  and  appointed  to  agree  with  the  said  Am- 
bassador about  the  Boundary  between  New  England  and  New 
Netherland.  The  Skipper  and  passengers  of  the  ship  Eendracht, 
arriving  about  the  same  time,  concurred  for  the  most  part  in  the 
above  accounts,  stating,  among  otiier  things,  that  they  had  crossed 
the  channel  in  ]May  last,  and  had  not  heard  of  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty between  England  and  our  State,  but  that  everything  was 
quiet,  and  rested  on  the  iiope  of  a  good  agreement.  Divers  ])rivate 
letters,  yea,  even  the  Directors'  abovementioned  general  letter  dated 
2r'  April,  received  as  stated  by  the  Eendracht  in  the  last  of  July, 
substantiallv  and  circumstantially  concurred  also  in  those  repre- 
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sentations.  Therefore,  the  first  reports  did  not  excite  any  appre- 
hension iior  obtain  credit  with  either  the  Director  and  Council  or 
any  one  else.  This,  then,  being  shown,  not  by  anger  and  unjust 
presumptions,  but  by  the  real  circumstance  and  truth  of  matters, 
the  Petitioner  submits  to  your  High  Mightinesses'  censure  and  judg- 
ment whether  neglect  and  palpable  bad  care  can  and  ought  to  be 
imputed  to  him,  because  he  had  permitted  the  little  craft  the  Jlusch 
to  sail  and  depart  with  provisions  for  Curasao,  where  tliey  were  so 
much  required  ;  the  rather,  when  it  is  known  that  the  Director  and 
Council  did,  on  the  first  reports,  detain  the  aforesaid  little  vessel 
more  than  three  weeks,  fully  laden,  and  did  not  allow  her  to  depart, 
as  is  said  and  can  be  proved,  until  tlie  first  reports  were  contra- 
dicted and  every  one  had  believed  and  admitted  the  contrary. 

But  the  Directors  say,  furthermore  :  Supposing  that  the  little  craft 
had  sailed,  according  to  his  own  admission  the  grain  croj)  was  nearly 
in  the  barn;  nay,  'tis  certain  tiiat  all  the  barns  were  overfiowing' 
with  grain,  so  that  he  had  time  enough,  on  learning  tiie  arrival  of 
the  frigates,  to  have  the  grain  hauled  in  and  threshed,  whereby  the 
want  of  provisions  within  would  have  been  prevented,  &c. 

It  is  answered,  That  the  Report  handed  in  by  the  Petitioner  inti- 
mates that  the  Director  and  Council  interposed  tiie  less  objection  to 
allowing  the  little  vessel  to  sail  to  Cura9ao,  in  consequence  of  the 
favorable  appearance  of  the  liarvest  and  because  tlie  grain  was,  as 
it  were,  between  the  barn  and  the  field.  Everybody  knows  that  the 
climate  of  New  Netherland,  resembling  nearly  the  climate  of  this 
country,  the  harvest  there  is  later  than  here;  that,  therefore,  the 
grain,  being  between  the  field  and  the  barn,  was  not  all  housed 
and  stacked ;  certainly  there  was  not  the  least  api)earance  and  possi- 
bility of  fetching  the  grain  from  over  tlie  river  and  bringing  it  in 
the  fort.  And  though  it  had  been  possibly  brought,  which  would  be 
in  small  quantity,  assuredly  tliere  was  no  convenience  in  the  fort  to 
house  and  thresh  the  grain  still  in  the  sheaf.  In  addition  to  all  this,  the 
Petitioner  went,  on  invitation,  to  the  Colonic  Kensselaerswyck  and 
the  village  of  Beverwyck  by  the  advice  aud  consent  of  tlie  Council, 
as  shown  by  their  letter  w^ritten  on  the  17'''  August  and  sent  in  his 
absence  to  tlie  Hon''"'  Directors,  for  tlie  purpose  of  giving  some 
necessary  orders  there  against  the  invasions  and  massacre  recently 
perpetrated  by  the  Northern  Indians.  Therefore,  not  being  present 
when  positive  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  English  frigates  was 
received  in  New  Netherland  from  New  England,  the  neglect,  if  any 
there  be,  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  him. 

The  Hon'''"^  Directors  next  add :  The  aforesaid  Director  himself 
endeavored,  after  the  English  frigates  had  all  arrived,  to  have  some 
cattle  conveyed  thence  to  the  South  river  under  a  convoy  of  12  sol- 
diers.   Tills  information  having  been  siuisterly  communicated  to 
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the  lion.  Directors,  is  denied,  and,  therefore,  unworthy  any  answer. 
Nevertheless,  its  falsehood  may  be  inferred  from  the  following: 

Peter  Alricks,  the  city's  Commissary,  Avas  sent  as  early  as  May  to 
the  Manhatans  from  the  city's  Colon ie  of  New  Amstel  to  purchase 
some  provisions  and  cattle.  These  were  not  to  be  had  in  New  Neth- 
erland ;  accordingly,  having  bought  up  in  June  and  July  a  lot  of 
cows,  oxen  and  sheep  in  New  England  and  on  the  East  end  of  Long 
Island,  he  had  in  the  absence  and  before  the  return  of  the  Petitioner 
from  Fort  Orange,  conveyed  the  greater  portion  of  them  across  the 
North  river  from  Long  Island  to  Neuwesinks,  distant  the  one  from 
the  other  about  2  (a  .  3  leagues,  and  for  the  security  of  the  aforesaid 
cattle  put  them  under  the  care  of  some  farmers  and  farm  servants 
and  a  few  soldiers  from  the  Colonic  of  New^  Amstel.  Being  engaged 
shipping  those  which  were  still  at  New  Utreclit,  and  intending  to 
send  and  drive  them  all  together  over  land  to  tlie  South  river,  he 
was  allowed,  previous  to  my  departure  foi-  Fort  Orange  and  before 
anything  was  known  of  the  frigates,  a  guard  of  10  (a).  12  soldiers  to 
aid  in  convoying  his  people  and  cattle  and  in  defending  them  against 
the  Neuwesinckse  and  other  Indians.  Meanwhile,  before  all  the  cat- 
tle had  been  shipped  over,  and  before  the  said  Alricks  had  obtained 
one  of  the  men  lie  had  asked  of  the  Council,  the  English  frigates 
arrived  and  came  to  anchor  in  tiie  bay  before  New  Utreclit  on  the 
27"'  and  28""  of  August ;  attacked  the  sloop  in  which  the  transporta- 
tion was  effected:  took  ])ossession  both  of  the  cattle  already  sent 
across  and  of  those  still  remaining  at  New  Utreclit.  On  this  ac- 
count, it  was  impossible  to  have,  or  allow  any  cattle  to  be,  escorted 
by  12  men,  although  said  Alricks  had  requested  it,  and  no  such  thing 
was  done. 

But  about  this  matter,  out  of  which  the  Petitioner  presumes  this 
sinister  story  hath  taken  its  rise,  the  only  thing  that  is  true  is,  that 
the  aforesaid  Peter  Alricks  did  endeavor,  in  the  night  of  29'"  and 
30"'  of  August,  to  convey  55  @.  60  Negroes  and  Negresses  overland 
to  the  South  river,  because  he  could  not  procure  any  provisions  or 
means  of  support  for  them  in  New  Amsterdam,  all  supplies  having 
been  cut  off.  This,  however,  was  not  attempted  with  any  escort  of 
the  Hon.  Company's  soldiers,  but  with  2  (a  .  3  of  his  own  or  tlie  city's 
servants,  as  can  be  seen  by  the  Journal  or  Day-book,  dated  30"'  Au- 
gust. 

Finally,  the  Hon''"^  Directors  conclude  the  subject  of  the  scarcity 
of  provisions  and  say :  The  want  of  cash  cannot  avail  here,  inas- 
much as  the  necessity  was  so  great  that  the  farmers  must  fain  sell 
tlieir  grain  on  credit  and  would  also  have  done  so  had  the  Director- 
Cenenvl  and  Council  reciuested  it,  wliich  they  did  not  do. 

AVere  Dirck  Loten,  the  Commissary  of  provisions  at  present  in 
Amsterdam,  heard  on  tiiis  point,  he,  with  many  others,  will  be  able 
and  necessitated  to  testify,  that  both  the  Council  in  the  Petitioner's 
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absence,  and  the  Petitioner  himself  after  his  return,  did  cause  tlie 
farmers  on  the  Island.of  Manliattan  to  thresh  as  mucii  as  i)ossible 
witliout  intermission,  and  did  not  request  them  to  do  so  on  credit, 
but  for  ready  means,  in  order  tlie  better  to  encourage  and  stimulate 
them  to  thresh.  But  all  the  others  on  Long  Island  and  on  the  North 
river  being  effectually  cut  off  from  us  by  the  arrival  of  the  frigates 
and  their  excursions,  and  the  farmers  being  forbidden  to  furnish  us 
any  supplies  on  pain  of  having  their  property  burnt,  what  the  few 
farmers  on  Manhattans  island  could  thresh  out  was  daily  recpiired 
for  the  scanty  support  of  the  garrison  and  about  three  hundred  Ne- 
groes who  came  to  be  a  burthen  to  us,  before  the  arrival  of  the  fri- 
gates; so  that  on  this  point  neither  time  nor  opportunity  was  lost. 

And  in  this  matter  of  scarcity  it  remains  still  to  be  considered, 
that  during  the  brief  period  of  the  frigates,  as  already  stated,  we 
were  cut  off  from  all  supplies  in  tiie  city  of  New  Amsterdam, 
scarcely  any  bread  was  to  be  obtained  of  the  bakers  for  ready  money, 
as  might  be  proved  by  many  and  divers  affidavits  of  people  who  yere 
there  at  the  time  and  are  now  in  Holland,  which  also  obliged  (as 
stated)  Peter  Alricks,  the  city's  Commissary,  to  hazard  the  most 
part  of  his  Negroes,  who  w^ere,  nolens  volens.  and  at  great  risk,  3 
days  before  the  aiTival  of  tlie  frigates,  sent  off  in  separate  gangs  to 
be  dispatched  to  tiie  South  river  as  he  could  not  procure,  in  the  city 
of  New  Amsterdam,  any  bread  or  other  provisions  necessary  for 
their  scanty  subsistence. 

2.  Regarding  the  second  point — Want  of  munitions  of  war  :  The 
quadrennial  account  exhibited  first  to  the  Company,  afterw.irds  to 
your  High  Mightinesses'  Assembly,  shows  the  quantity  sent  in  the 
last  four  years ;  how  expended,  and  that  there  are  not  over  900  lbs. 
In  the  fort ;  scarcely  as  much  in  store  in  the  city  of  New  Amster- 
dam, two  thirds  of  which  was  old,  spoiled  and  unfit,  as  the  above 
rendered  account  of  powder  aforesaid  proves  ;  therefore,  the  Hon. 
Directors  were  not  ignorant  of  the  want  nor  gainsaid  it,  but  in  their 
Observations  say : 

First.  That  all  the  requisitions  for  powder  ever  made  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  New  Netherland,  from  first  to  last,  were  fully  honored 
and  received. 

Secondly.  That  Alexander  Hinniossa  of  the  city's  Colonie  on  tlie 
South  river,  did,  in  July,  1664,  offer  seasonably  enough  all  liis  gun- 
powder, consisting  of  more  than  5,000  lbs.,  with  all  necessaries, 
himself  and  all  his  people  as  a  reinforcement,  without  the  aforesaid 
Director  and  Council  having  been  willing  to  accept  the  aforesaid 
offer. 

Thirdly.  That  the  Director  himself  did  not  secure  the  gunpow- 
der on  board  the  sliips  lying  before  the  fort ;  therefore  the  blame 
attaches  to  the  aforesaid  Director  and  Council  for  having  so  small 
a  supply. 

52— Vol.  V. 
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Fourthly.  Thoy  conclude  that,  from  the  refusal  of  the  assistance, 
and  further,  because  no  sulHcient  requisitions,  this  i)lea  cannot 
exculpate  him  from  the  charge  of  neglect,  and  is  propably  ])Lit  forth 
only  as  a  pretext  that  he  had  performed  his  bounden  duty. 

Most  Illustrious,  High  and  Mighty  Lords. 

AV^iat  regards  the  first  and  last  points,  viz.,  whether  all  the  requi- 
sitions ever  made  l)y  the  government  of  JSew  Netherland  up  to  the 
last,  have^been  honored  and  received,  and  whetlier,  on  the  contrary, 
no  sufficient  requisitions  have  been  made,  would  appear  as  clear  as 
the  sun  at  mid-day,  if  your  High  Mightinesses'  weighty  occupations 
would  permit  the  slightest  supervision  and  examination  of  the 
letters,  warnings,  supplicatory  petitions  and  entreaties,  which  may 
be  considered  almost  innumerable,  tliat  have  been  sent  to  and  made 
on  tlie  Directors  by  every  opportunity  offered  by  sailing  vessels; 
yea,  also,  sometimes  by  way  of  Virginia  and  New  England.  But, 
not  to  trepass  too  much  on  your  High  Mightinesses'  urgent  occu- 
pations, I  find  myself  under  necessity,  in  order  solely  to  vindicate 
myself,  and  not  to  accuse  any  one,  to  submit,  Higli  and  Mighty,  to 
your  speculation  and  most  profound  judgment,  only  a  few  out  of 
the  multitude  of  facts. 

In  tlie  year  1G53,  when,  Illustrious  High  and  Mighty,  your  Repub- 
lic had  fallen  into  tiie  perilous  war  with  Protector  Cromwell,  and 
the  same  calamity  threatened  us  and  all  tlie  good  people  of  New 
Netherland  witli  direst  ruin,  and  our  multitudinous  remonstrances 
and  entreaties  seemed  to  have  little  effect  on  tlie  Hon'''"'  Company, 
we  found  ourselves  under  the  necessity  of  sending  a  personal  dele- 
gation to  the  Hon'''''  Directors,  to  which  end  we  deputed  hither  in 
the  last  of  June,  by  the  ship  EU)ingli,A\levt  Antony,  Schepen  of  the 
city  of  New  Amsterdam,  through  whom  we  made  urgent  applica- 
tion for  assistance  and  other  necessaries,  i)articularly  G  {a  .  8,0U0 
lbs.  of  powder,  3  (a  .  4  light  frigates,  one  good  gunner  and  some 
men.  Being  informed  by  report  that  the  ship  Elhingh  had  been 
taken  by  the  English  or  sunk,  we  renewed  and  repeated  our  request 
on  the  3'^  January,  1G54,  in  the  following  words : 

"We  have  dwelt  longer  than  we  intended  on  this  subject,  in 
order  to  afford  your  Honors  a  full  and  perfect  understanding  of  the 
pierilous  position  in  which  we  and  the  whole  country  are  jilaced, 
thereby  to  move  you  and  those  to  whom  you  will  be  pleased  to  com- 
municate this,  to  a  more  efficient  and  more  speedy  relief.  If  your 
Honors  do  not  forward  this,  and  it  fail  us  contrary  to  hope,  Ave 
declare  ourselves  before  the  whole  world  guiltless  of  all  injuries 
wiiich  will  befall  us  and  our  nation  in  this  Province.  We  have 
advised  your  Honors  per  the  shiji  Elbimjh.  with  what  we  hope,  with 
God's  blessing,  to  defend  our  trust,  viz.,  3  (// .  4  light  frigates,  3  {a  . 
400  good  soldiers  and  train  bands  only  for  a  year  or  a  year  and  a 
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half,  6  @.  8.000  lbs.  powder,  some  hand  uiul  side  arms,  pioneers' 
tools,  necessary  carjjoes  for  clothinp:  for  tlie  irarrison,"  <fcc. 

In  order  not  to  fatigue  your  Iliprh  Mijihtinesses,  we  must  leave 
the  Directors  to  prove  whetlier  these  requisitions  were  conijilied 
with,  and  what  was  the  result  of  such  iterated  written  lind  verbal 
entreaties.  As  far  as  the  Petitioner  recollects,  there  were  scarcely 
as  many  hundred  pounds  of  powder  as  there  were  thousands  in  the 
requisition  temi)erately  made  out  on  that  occasion  ;  neither  soldiers 
nor  train  bands,  nor  even  one  frigate.  So  that,  had  the  good  God 
alone  not  afforded  relief  by  tlie  intervening  peace,  w-e  siiould  have 
been  then,  as  now,  utterly  conquered  and  ruined,  for  want  of  the 
required  necessaries.  We  had  then  neither  gunner  nor  artilleryman 
to  at:end  to  the  firing,  for  wliom,  nevertheless,  we  had  frequently 
applied  and  written,  as  appears  by  the  aforementioned  and  subse- 
quent letters,  dated  -7">  July,  1654,  and  the  following  extracts: 

"  1 656.  Dated  12'"  November.  In  the  general  letter  'twas  forgot- 
ten to  lay  before  your  Honors  tlie  scarcity  and  great  want  of  gun- 
powder, the  petition  of  all  tlie  villages  and  Colonies  to  be  supplied 
by  us  with  that  article  for  wampum,  beef,  porlc  or  grain  ;  we  have 
accommodated  the  people  out  of  your  Honors'  store  as  much  and  as 
long  as  was  possible  and  tlie  means  in  the  store  allowed.  The  dis- 
tribution of  powder  to  the  Commonality,  in  the  great  necessity  of 
last  year,  on  account  of  the  unexpected  encounter  with  the  Indians, 
together  with  what  was  required  to  be  given  to  those  barbarians  for 
the  raiisom  and  release  of  tlie  poor  Christian  prisoners,  hatli  dimin- 
ished our  stock  to  that  degree,  that  we  find  not  above  two  tliousand 
weight,  good  and  bad,  in  store.  The  current  rumors  of  new  trou- 
bles render  us  circumspect  in  allowing  the  Commonality  any  more 
powder  ;  this  occasions  great  complaints,  in  regard  of  which  we  have 
been  desirous  to  request  your  Honors  to  seud,  by  the  first  ships,  a 
supply  of  powder  both  for  the  magazine  and  the  Commonality." 

AVliat  little  result  followed  the  above  applications  is  further  to  be 
deduced  from  the  reiterated  requisition  for  a  supply  of  gmipowder 
made  in  the  following  years,  1657  and  1658,  first : 

Under  date  13"'  August,  1657.  "Tlie  general  complaints  both  of 
the  Burghers  and  outside  people,  that  they  cannot  be  accommodated 
with  powder  or  lead  requisite  for  their  household  and  self-defence, 
in  exchange  either  for  wampum  or  agricultural  luoduce,  Jiave  ren- 
dered it  necessary  for  us  annually  to  supply  every  Burgher  keeping 
watch  and  ward  in  his  turn  with  two  pounds  of  jtowder  for  the 
watch,  and  in  addition  to  that,  one  pound  of  powder  quai'terly  for 
his  household,  on  paying  for  tlie  same.  And.  since  the  magazine  is 
hereby  much  decreased  and  weakened,  we  continue  our  request  that 
your  Honors  would  please  to  supply  us  by  every  opportunity  of 
ships,  bearing  in  mind  that,  as  it  is  an  article  of  contraband,  it  can- 
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not  be  obtained  in  tliis  country  either  from  us  or  from  the  Burg- 
hers, and  that  the  want  of  it  must  cause  an  utter  ruin  of  the  place." 

On  the  23'  July,  1058,  the  foregoing  request  for  gunpowder  and 
the  necessity  therefor  were  repeated  and  again  renewed  in  almost 
tlie  same  words.  It  is,  among  other  things,  stated  on  folio  69  of  the 
Book  containing  the  copies  of  letters  : 

"  We  have  considered  it  necessary  to  give  your  Honors  seasonable 
notice  liereof,  and,  at  tlie  same  time,  again  to  request  your  Honors 
to  be  i)leased  to  supply  us,  by  every  sliip  that  sails,  with  as  much 
powder  and  lead  as  this  and  other  circumstances  demand,  to  tlie  end 
that  no  mishap  nor  further  damage  may  be  brought  upon  us  and 
your  Honors'  conquest  in  time  of  need.  Whilst  writing  this  there 
is  found  in  store,  including  old  and  new,  good  and  bad,  about 
3.6(10  lbs.  and  about  1.600  lbs  of  musket  balls." 

It  would  be  altogether  too  tedious  and  long  to  insert  here  all  the 
annual  petitions  for  powder  whicli  were  sometimes  repeated  two 
and  three  times  a  year.  Not  to  ti-esj^ass  too  much  on  your  High 
Mightinesses'  patience,  this  subject  is  concluded  wuth  the  follow- 
ing : 

In  the  year  1662,  when  Hartford  Colony  received  its  newly  ob- 
tained Patent,  wherein,  as  we  were  informed,  the  entire  Province 
of  New  Netherland  was  included,  and  therefore  new  encroach- 
ments and  invasions  were  apprehended  from  tliat  quarter,  in  conse- 
quence of  expressed  menaces,  we  represented,  on  the  17^"  of  Septem- 
ber, the  scarcity  of  i)owder,  and  made  a  request  for  5  (</  6,000  fts. 
in  tlie  following  words : 

"  f^hould  any  hostilities  occur  or  happen  here  or  elsewhere,  we 
should  immediately  find  ourselves  at  a  loss  for  good  powder.  We 
have,  as  yet,  about  2,500  (a-  3,000  fts.  altogether  in  store,  but  as  the 
most  part  is  already  some  years  old  and  damp,  we  could  not,  in 
time  of  need,  rely  on  it.  We  shall,  therefore,  humbly  request  your 
Honors  to  let  us  receive  a  good  quantity  by  the  earliest  opportunity 
and  ammally  afterwards,  in  order  to  have  as  much  as  5  (ai  6,000  fts. 
of  good  powder  constantly  in  store,  in  which  case  we  shall  send  the 
old  powder  back  to  be  made  over  again." 

Herein  then  'tis  to  be  remarked,  first :  that  the  small  quantity  of 
powder  being  old  and  musty,  became  less  and  worse  in  tlie  two  fol- 
lowing years.  How  few  pounds  of  powder  iiave  been  sent  on  such 
repeated  aiiplications  1  scarcely  dare  to  state  for  certain,  in  order 
not  to  disgust  any  jierson.  much  less  deceive  your  High  Mightinesses. 
Certainly,  'tis  to  be  concluded  therefrom  that  all  the  requisitions 
whicli  necessity  dictated,  were  not  complied  with,  sent  to  us  nor 
received.  This  could  be  demonstrated  and  i)roved  even  to  a  pound, 
if  the  Petitioner  could  again  obtain  a  copy,  or  get  a  sight,  of  the 
account  of  powder  abovementioned  exhibited  to  and  placed  last  Oc- 
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tober,  with  otlier  documents  and  vouchers,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Mess"  Van  Orameren  and  tlie  other,  your  High  Mightinesses'  Depu- 
ties. 

Now  in  regard  to  the  charge  tliat  tlie  Director  and  Council  re- 
fused to  accept  the  olfer  of  more  tlian  5,000  tt.s.  of  powder  made  by 
tlie  city's  Director,  Alexander  Hinniossa.  and  neglected  to  secure 
the  powder  on  Ijoard  the  ships  lying  before  the  fort.  How  shame- 
fully and  Avrongfully  the  Directors  -liave  been  imposed  on  in  this 
matter,  may  appear  from  tiie  following  facts  : 

In  the  year  1663,  the  Director  and  Council  found  themselves  in- 
volved in  a  very  dangerous  war  with  the  Indian  barbarians.  An 
earnest  application  was  made  on  the  IT'"  September,  of  tlie  ])revious 
year,  1662,  for  5  (a  6,000  lt>s.  of  good  gunpowder.  A  quarter  of  this 
not  having  been  sent  and  certainly  not  received,  they  found  them- 
selves exposed  to  the  great  risk  of  being  entirely  out  of  powder  in 
a  short  time,  as,  in  consequence  of  the  continuance  of  this  ruinous 
M'ar,  there  were  not  in  store,  at  the  o])ening  of  the  year  1664,  2(»0  tt.s. 
of  powder  fit  to  be  used  with  small  arms.  They,  therefore,  in  the 
month  of  February,  requested,  from  the  said  Director  Hinniossa,  a 
loan  or  the  sale  of  5  («  600  ttjs.,  of  which,  as  can  be  proved,  to  the 
best  of  the  Petitioners  recollection,  liy  the  account  of  powder  above- 
mentioned,  not  more  than  200  Itjs.  were  sent  in  tiie  following  A]n-il 
or  last  of  march,  accompanied  by  an  apology  in  writing  for  not  be- 
ing able,  at  that  time,  to  spare  any  more. 

In  July  following,  the  Director  and  Council  being  informed  by 
one  Tomas  Willet  that  current  reports,  even  in  written  letters,  had 
reached  Boston,  in  New  England,  that  4  frigates  had  been  fitted  out 
in  Old  England  to  conquer  New  Netlierland,  they  advised  the  afore- 
said Director  Hinniossa,  by  the  first  opportunity,  of  what  had  been 
heard,  so  as  to  put  him  on  his  guard,  with  a  request,  at  the  same 
time,  for  assistance  in  powder.  The  Petitioner  does  not  know 
whether  said  Director  Hinniossa  sent  an  answer  and  made  an  offer 
in  consequence,  and  declares  that  it  was  never  shown  to  him:  for 
the  reports  dying  away  shortly  after  and  being  (as  already  stated  i 
contradicted  by  their  author,  Willet,  himself,  viz. :  that  otlier  news 
had  been  received  by  ships  which  had  aiTived  more  recently  in  New 
England  from  Old  England,  to  tlie  effect  that  in  consequence  of  the 
arrival  of  Ambassador  Gogh  in  the  latter  country,  things  had 
changed,  the  frigates  were  unloaded  and  tlie  soldiers  again  landed  : 
your  High  Mightinesses'  Petitioner  did  thereupon  depart,  in  the 
beginning  of  August,  to  the  Colonie  Rensselaerswyck,  being  re- 
quested and  required  to  do  so  by  the  Commissaries  of  that  place  in 
consequence  of  some  new  troubles  which  broke  out  there  with  the 
Indians;  as  is  to  be  seen  by  the  letter  of  the  Director  and  Council 
dated  the  S"'  of  August,  and  the  letter  of  the  Council  alone,  dated 
the  17"'  of  same  month.    And  the  Petitioner  can  afiirni  that  he  had 
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IK)  knowledge  of  the  receipt  of  any  letter  or  of  any  offer  having 
been  made  befoi'e  his  dei)arture,  which  was  on  the  6"'  or  7'''  of  said 
niontli. 

8uc'h  being  tlie  case,  and  the  Directors  having  been  incorrectly 
informed  that  tlie  olfer  of  more  than  5.000  ttjs.  of  ])owder  and  of  his 
person  and  people  had  been  made  by  Director  Ilinniossa,  'tis  also  an 
error  and  an  untruth  that  the  Director  and  Council  have  refused  to 
accept  such  offer,  which  it  is  kicumbent  on  the  informer  to  prove 
eitlier  by  letter  from  the  Petitioner  or,  in  his  absence,  under  the 
hands  of  the  Council ;  but  he  will  never  be  able  to  prove  it,  as  it 
had  never  been  refused.  Hence  the  unjust  wrong  to  be  drawn  from 
the  above  request  for  aid  :  for,  to  make  application  and  reject  the 
invited  offer  are  contradictions.  'Tis,  therefore,  with  all  due 
reverence  and  submission,  referred  to  your  High  Miglitinesses'  most 
wise  and  discreet  judgment  who  are  to  be  censured  and  blanred  in 
the  premises  ;  your  High  Mightinesses'  Petitioner  and  the  Council 
of  New  Netherland,  or  the  malicious  accuser,  de  Hinniossa  him- 
self, for  the  reason  that  lie,  on  receiving  information,  did  not  send 
the  offered  powder  and  all  the  other  necessaries  seasonably  in  July, 
for  whicli  very  good  and  suitable  opj)ortunities  offered  that  montJi ; 
tirst,  by  the  sloop  belonging  to  one  Dirck  Smitli,  wiiich  arrived  from 
the  Soutli  river  at  the  Manhatans  a  few  days  before  your  Peti- 
tioner's departure  for  the  Colonie  RensselaerswTck :  or,  by  the  ship 
St.  Jacob,  which  sailed  from  the  South  river  in  the  last  of  July  or 
beginning  of  August,  and  arrived  before  the  city  of  New  Amster- 
dam, in  the  Petitioner's  absence,  on  tlie  13'^  ditto ;  as  appears  by 
the  Council's  letter  written  on  the  following  17'"  to  the  Directors 
and  sent  by  the  Vergulden  Arendt. 

After  the  return  of  your  High  Mightinesses'  Petitioner  from  the 
Colonie  Rensselaerswyck,  which  was  on  the  24'"  (a  25'"  August,  it 
was  impossible  to  send  for  the  powder,  as  the  English  frigates  ar- 
rived within  Sandy  Hook  on  the  following  day  ;  impossible  also  to 
receive  any,  as  all  the  approaches  by  land  and  water  were  imme- 
diately blockaded  by  the  English,  who,  on  tlie  28'",  captured  the 
sloop  Princes,  employed  by  Peter  Alricks.the  city's  Commissary,  to 
convey  a  lot  of  purchased  cows  and  sheep  from  Long  Island  to  the 
Neuwesincx,  and  with  it  also  those  which  had  been  already  sent 
across.  Some  of  the  city's  servants  and  free  colonists  saved  them- 
selves by  flight.  A  day  or  a  day  and  a  half  after,  the  English  took 
the  sloop  of  a  brother  Zealander,  employed  also  by  said  Alricks  to 
convey  and  send  some  of  his  Negroes  overland  to  the  South  river 
on  account  of  want  of  provisions,  so  that  there  was  not  tlie  slight- 
est appearance  or  opportunity  to  send  or  receive  any  information, 
much  less  guniwwder.  By  water,  the  river  was  closed  :  by  land,  the 
uniiicunibeied  traveler  with  great  difficulty  found  a  tedious  and 
troublesome    passage    over    mountains,  rivers,  hills,  creeks   and 
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swamps.  From  this  circumstance  it  is  easily  seen,  that  'twas  im- 
possible to  make  any  application  for  and  impossible  to  receive  the 
presumed  offered  gunpowder. 

Next,  in  regard  to  the  like  presumption  in  this  matter:  That  the 
Director  and  Council  have  not  secured  the  i)owder  on  board  the 
shii)S  lying  before  the  fort,  wiiich  would  iiave  supplied  any  existing 
want.  On  tiie  examination  in  this  case,  whicii  tlie  Director  and 
Council  cavised  to  be  instituted  at  the  earliest  suggestion,  as  to 
what  quantity  of  guni)owder  was  on  board  the  siiips,  scarcely  one 
thousand  weight  were  to  be  found  in  the  three  vessels,  viz:  in  the 
ship  thej5/deo)/,  according  to  the  declaration  of  the  Skipper  him- 
self, 13  (a.  14  kegs  of  50  lbs.  for  14  (a).  Hi  small  iron  guns  (gotelin- 
gm)\  in  the  flyboat  Eendv  cht,  armed  with  10  or  12  small  iron  guns, 
7  kegs  of  50  lbs. ;  in  the  ship  St.  Jacob,  arrived  from  the  South  river 
10  (m  .  12  days  before,  not  fifty  lbs.,  and  her  pilot  declared  (the  Skiji- 
per  having  died  at  the  South  river)  that  he  had  repeatedly  asked 
Director  Hinniossa  for  two  (a.  300  lbs.,  to  be  paid  by  exchange  in 
Fatherland  or  by  peltries  on  the  spot,  but  could  not  get  a  jiound. 
Besides,  it  is  a  thing  without  examiile,  to  strip  ships,  having  so 
small  a  supply,  of  their  ammunition.  The  Director  and  Council  must 
afterwards  have  subjected  themselves  to  great  complaint  and  re- 
proach if  those  vessels  would  have  been  taken  in  consequence  of 
having  been  stripped  of  so  small  a  quantity  of  powder.  We  must 
again  refer  to  your  High  Mightinesses' wise  and  discreet  opinion, 
and  submit  to  your  judgement  what  neglect  or  want  of  care  has 
been  committed  in  this  instance. 

In  the  following  Observation,  tlie  Directors  say :  xVlthough  the 
Burghers  were  not  strong  enough  to  defend  the  city,  and  not  will- 
ing to  do  so  through  fear  of  being  plundered,  the  fort,  and  not  the 
city  only,  was  intrusted  to  him  ;  if  the  Burghers  were  unwilling  to 
fight,  he  was  bound  to  consider  that  a  capital  fortress,  provided 
witli  180  brave  soldiers  and  24  pieces  of  artillery,  as  the  fourth  point 
intimates,  ought  not  to  have  been  surrendered  without  making  som6 
defence,  but  that  he  was  bound  to  defend  it  to  the  utmost,  and 
abandoned  the  Burghers  rather  than  the  entire  country. 

Illustrious,  High  and  Mighty  Lords,  willingly  will  I  again  sub- 
mit myself  on  this  point  to  your  High  Mightinesses' judgment  and 
censure,  if  the  country  could  be  preserved  by  abandoning  tlie 
Burghers  and  defending  the  fortress  which,  in  regard  to  its  condi- 
tion and  weakness,  bare  of  such  necessary  requisites  as  powder, 
lead,  provisions,  water  and  train  bands,  and  so  great  a  way  from 
assistance,  could  not  be  held  a  week,  yea,  possibly  three  days:  if  tlie 
Burghers  and  city  w^herein  the  fortress  stood  could  be  protected, 
much  less  the  extensive  country,  whose  good  inhabitants,  long  be- 
fore tills  time,  neither  we  nor  our  predecessors  liave  ever  been  able 
to  defend,  as  we  ought  and  their  necessity  frequently  demanded 
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apfaiiist  the  threats,  daily  invasions,  encroachments  and  intrusions 
of  tlie  English. 

Yet  will  I  readily  acknowledge  that  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  a 
faiLhful  servant  to  spare  neither  life  nor  limb,  blood  nor  treasure, 
but  to  hazard  all  and  employ  every  means  that  can  be  used,  in  case 
he,  by  their  risk  and  loss,  hoped,  expected  or  looked  forward  to  tlie 
slijjhtest  advantajje  for  the  maintenance  and  preservation  of  the 
country  or  of  one  ])lace  in  it.  But  being,  as  can  be  seen  by  the 
ai)v)ve  statement,  destitute  of  such  necessary  requisites,  wilhout  hoi)e 
or  exjiectation  of  any  assistance,  the  entire  Commonalty  first,  as 
proved  by  tiieir  Remonstrance  dated  .  .  February,  previously  dis- 
patched to  the  Hon""'  the  Directors,  and  by  their  Petition  and 
Protest  exhibited  to  the  Director  and  Council,  proposed  to,  and 
afterwards  obliged  the  Director  and  Council,  in  order  to  prevent 
greater  loss  and  the  total  ruin  of  the  Burghers,  to  consider  what 
was  best  for  the  preservation  of  the  ]>oor,  despairing  and  nearly  de- 
serted Commonalty,  and  most  justifiable  for  us  before  God  and 
your  High  Mightinesses,  in  accordance  with  the  lesson  of  the  All- 
wise:  AVhat  King,  about  to  go  to  war  against  another  King,  doth 
not  first  sit  down  and  think  whether  he  be  able  with  teu  tliousand, 
to  meet  him  that  Avith  twenty  thousand  cometh  against  him  (Luke, 
XIV.);  it  being  evident  that  our  force  was  inferior  to  that  of  the 
approaching  enemy,  conjoined  with  those  whose  threats,  actual  in- 
vasions and  intrusions  committed  not  half  a  year  before,  we  were 
unable  to  withstand  or  prevent,  and  they  besides  were  expecting 
daily  from  New  England  not  only  two  but  fully  10  to  one. 

Regarding  the  capital  condition  of  the  fort;  provided,  as 'twas 
said,  with  2i  pieces  of  artillery  and  with  ISO  brave  soldiers,  in  which 
number  must  be  included  those  who  were  left  at  the  Esopus  and 
Port  Orange.  The  accusation  of  its  rasli  surrender  apparently 
seems  to  be  exaggerated.  The  defence  and  preservation  of  his 
honor,  to  be  prized  above  all  the  treasures  of  the  world,  presses  and 
forces  your  High  Mightinesses'  servant,  without  intmding  blame 
to  any  one,  to  say  and,  if  necessary,  to  prove,  that  the  fort  was, 
time  and  again,  declared  and  adjudged,  in  full  council,  to  be  unten- 
able by  persons  more  experienced  in  war  than  your  High  Higliti- 
nesses'  Petitioner  (among  others,  by  our  first  Councillor  and  Fiscal, 
N.  de  Sille),  who  is  better  versed  in  offensive  and  defensive  siege 
operations  under  your  High  Mightinesses'  discreet  goverment  than 
your  humble  servant;  judging  therefrom  that  it  could  be  reduced 
by  50U  men  in  less  than  thrice  24  hours,  which,  according  to  tlie 
limited  knowledge  of  your  High  Mightinesses'  servant,  was,  in  fact, 
feasible  for  the  following  reasons  : 

First.  The  fort  is  situate  in  an  untenable  ])lace,  where  it  was 
located  on  the  first  discovery  of  New  Netherland,  for  the  purpose 
of  resisting  any  attack  of  the  Barbarins  rather  tlian  an  assault  of 
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European  arms,  having,  witliiii  pistol  shot,  on  the  North  and  North- 
easterly sides,  higher  prronnd  than  tliat  on  which  it  stands,  so  that, 
not  withstanding  the  wall  and  works  (mur(i(jie)  are  raised  the  high- 
est on  that  side,  people  standing  and  walliing  on  that  higii  ground 
can  see  the  soles  of  tiie  feet  of  those  on  tiieesi)lanade  and  bastions 
of  the  fort,  where  the  view  is  not  obstructed  by  tlie  houses  and 
church  in  it,  and  by  the  gabions  on  the  wall. 

Secondly.  The  fort  was  and  is  encorai)assed  only  l)y  a  slight  wall, 
2  (a,.  3  feet  thick,  backed  by  course  gravel,  not  alx)ve  8,  9  (n  .  10  feet 
high  in  some  places,  in  others  higher,  according  to  the  fall  of  the 
ground. 

Thirdly.  It  is,  for  the  most  i)art,  crowded  all  round  alx)ut  with 
buildings  better  adapted  for  a  citadel  than  for  defence  against  an 
open  enemy:  the  houses  are,  in  many  places,  higher  than  the  walls 
and  bastions  and  render  these  wholly  exposed;  most  of  the  houses 
also  have  cellars  not  eiglit  rods  distant  from  tlie  wall  of  the  fort,  in 
some  places  not  2  (a  .  3,  and  at  one  point  scarce  a  rod  from  tlie  wall, 
so  that  whoever  is  master  of  the  city  can  readily  approach,  with 
scaling  ladders,  from  the  aforesaid  houses  the  wall  of  the  fort,  which 
is  unprovided  with  a  wet  or  dry  ditch;  and  also,  if  need  be,  run  a 
mine  from  the  so  close  adjoining  cellars  and  blow  the  place  up. 

Besides  this,  the  fort  was  and  is  witliout  either  well  or  cistern. 
Previous  to  this  time  it  was  hastily  provided  with  20  {a  .  24  water 
barrels  or  pitched  casks  removed  from  the  siiips  and  filled  with 
water.  Hence,  then,  'tis  to  be  deduced  how  easy  'twould  be  to  re- 
cover it  back;  how  difficult,  nay,  impossible,  for  us  to  defend  it. 
Eor,  the  houses,  being  built  of  wood  so  close  under  the  fort,  they 
must  first  be  torn  down,  or  else,  for  want  of  time,  burnt  to  the 
utter  ruin  of  the  Burghers  and  not  without  danger  to  the  church 
in  the  fort,  which  is  roofed  with  shingles ;  the  soldiers'  barracks, 
also  built  of  wood,  may  likewise  be  set  on  fire.  Certainly,  the 
ground  outside  being  higher  than  that  within,  they  can  be  easily 
fired,  and  in  that  event  the  Burghers,  so  many  women  and  children, 
who,  between  one  and  18  years  old,  amounted  to  fully  12  (n  .  1,300, 
would  be  under  the  necessity  of  seeking  their  retreat  and  support 
in  the  little  fort,  whose  plane,  from  wall  to  wall,  is  less  than  150 
feet  in  length  and  breadth.  I  shall  submit  it  to  the  most  wise  and 
discreet  judgment,  fii'st  of  you.  Illustrious,  High  and  Mighty,  and 
afterwards  of  all  impartial  men,  what  confusion  would  these  have 
caused  in  case  of  fire  or  storming;  or,  supjiosing  the  best,  how  long 
could  these  and  the  military,  so  many  Negroes,  both  free  and  slave, 
and  other  additions  coming  in  from  without,  be  supjiorted  with  so 
little  water  and  ju'ovisions,  and  further  leave  you  to  judge  what 
result  was  to  be  hoi)ed  or  expected  by  us. 

4.  The  Hon''''' Directors  say,  in  continuation,  that  it  M'as  impos- 
sible for  us  to  know  whether  we  should  not  be  relieved  on  an  early 
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day,  and  tlitit,  liad  we  properly  acquitted  ourselves,  their  High 
Miglitinesses  would,  without  doubt,  have  ordered  the  fleet  under 
Lieutenant-Admiral  de  Iluyter,  passing  New  Netherland  about 
eight  months  after,  to  touch  at  and  relieve  the  place. 

The  latter  part  of  this  point  requires  little  or  no  answer.  We 
did  not  know  that  Lieutenant-Admiral  de  Kuyter  was  sent  to 
Guinea,  and  that  he  was  to  return  along  the  coast.  We  were  still 
more  ignorant  of  their  High  Mightinesses'  intention  to  exi)ect  it; 
although  we  might  have  been  sj>  ordered,  it  was  impossible  for  us 
to  obey,  even  If  the  fleet  could  have  reached  us  in  8  weeks;  had  it 
done  so  even  in  8  months,  the  recapture  had  followed  as  easily  as 
the  reduction. 

It  could  certainly  and  sufficiently  be  deduced  from  the  latest  re- 
ceived letters,  from  previous  experience  and  neglect  to  answer  such 
numerous  Remonstrances,  complaints  and  given  warnings,  that  no 
aid  of  ships,  whereon  alone,  as  I  had  heretofore  repeatedly  demon- 
strated, the  maintenance  of  Xew  Netherland  depended,  was  to  be 
expected  or  hoped.  The  despatches  last  received  gave  us  not  the 
slightest  hint,  much  less  promise  of  asssistance  either  in  men,  ships 
or  ammunition,  but  rather,  as  heretofore  frequently  stated,  encour- 
agement and  hope  of  a  final  agreement,  by  means  of  a  settlement  of 
the  Boundary,  wliich  then  began  to  assume  quite  a  different  aspect 
to  what  it  formerly  had.  Proof— their  despatch  written  from  Am- 
sterdam, and  dated  2V'  April,  1664.  and  received  by  us  in  the  last 
of  July. 

In  regard  to  previous  exi)erience  and  frequently  repeated  earnest 
remonstrances  and  warnings,  it  has  been  already  stated  that  noth- 
ing resulted  from  the  application  in  the  year  1653  and  16-54,  pending 
the  war  with  protector  Cromwell,  wlien,  by  personal  delegation  and 
beseeching  letters,  we  entreated  an  aid  of  3  («'.  4  frigates,  3  @.  400 
soldiers  and  train-bands.  On  the  2P'  March,  in  the  following  year, 
1655,  we  have  shown,  as  appears  by  fol.  120  and  121,  of  the  Letter 
Book,  that  whoever  by  water  is  master  of  the  river  will  be  in  a  short 
time  master  by  land  of  the  feeble  fortress ;  in  1656  (folio  151),  assist- 
ance and  support  were  again  requested,  and  'tis  there  stated  that  it 
was  impossible  to  defend  the  country  and  fort  against  any  naval 
armament  except  by  an  equal,  or  nearly  equal  force  :  and  again  on 
the  12'**  December,  of  the  sjime  year,  that  we  could  not  withstand 
the  threats  and  encroachments  -i^f  the  English  unless  reinforced  by 
men  and  ships;  that  otherwise,  it  would  fare  with  New  Netherland 
as  it  did  with  St.  Tliomas,  Angola,  Brazil  and  other  of  the  Hon'''*^ 
Company's  possessions. 

O  the  29'"  X'"'%  1659,  stated  that  an  English  frigate  of  22  guns  had 
come  on  and  was  annoying  the  coast,  and  had  captured  two  of  our 
traders.    On  that  occasion,  we  requested  a  defensive  craft  suitable 
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for  clearing  the  rivers  and  i)reventing  such  like  pillages  and  annoy- 
ances. 

1G61.  8ent  full  advices  that  urgent  solicitations  were  made,  as 
we  were  informed,  in  Old  England  for  3  (a  .  4  frigates  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  New  Netherland ;  by  thafopportunity  solicited  two  or  three 
frigates,  and  again  demonstrated  and  earnestly  protested  that, 
otherwise,  it  was  impossible  to  defend  the  place. 

In  the  year  1662  es])ecially,  in  very  lengthy  and  com])laining  let- 
ters dated  the  8"'  of  January  and  14""  May,  and  in  the  succeeding 
year,  1663,  on  the  23^  August  and  lO""  November  (being  joined  on 
the  last  date  by  tiie  entire  Commonalty),  did  we  represent  tlie  dan- 
ger and  peril  of  the  country  generally  as  well  from  the  English 
neighbors  as  from  the  Barbarians,  and  most  humbly  besought  help 
in  men  and  shii)s,  protesting,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  eniire 
country  was  lost :  tiiat  the  good  inhabitants  would  be  obliged  to 
abandon  it  or  submit  to  another  government.    Time  and  the  result, 
particularly  the  not  answering  this  and  similar  ai)plications,  could 
assure,  certainly  might  probably  convince  us,  that  no  relief  was  to 
be  hoped  or  expected.    Moreover,  'tis  remarkable  in  this  connec- 
tion that  the  Hon''"'  the  Directors  in  their  despatches  of  the  16'"  and 
30'"  October,  of  the  year  1763,  only  9  (w  .  10  months  before  the  En- 
glish frigates  came  in  search  of  us,  expressed  themselves  very  feel- 
ingly in  regard  to  the  intolerable  invasions  and  usurpations  as  well 
of  the  English  as  of  the  Barbarians,  and  advise  and  make  known  to 
us  that  two  ships  were  fitted  out  and  equii)ped  in  Sweden  under 
Yice-Admiral  Hendrick  Gerritsz.  Zeehelm,  which,  coming  out  of 
the  Sound,  had  taken  200  soldiers  on  board,  it  being  very  apparent, 
■wit!)  a  design  against  the  South  river  of  New  Netherland ;  proof, 
their  own  letters,    Nevertlieless,  on  this  critical  occasion,  not  a 
ship  was  sent  to  our  relief,  notwithstanding  we  had  so  frequently 
solicited  and  warned  them  that  it  was  impossible  for  us,  in  case  of 
any  hostile  fleet,  to  preserve  the  fort,  much  less  the  country.    They 
have  a  notorious  and  palpable  example  and  proof  of  this  in  their 
own  expedition  in  the  year  1655,  which  we  were  recommended  and 
ordered  to  execute  with  a  man-of-war  called  the  Waag,  carrying  32 
iron  pounders  and  140  Cd .  150  men,  including  sailors  and  soldiers, 
to  attack  and  incorporate  all  the  Swedish  Forts  on  the  South  river, 
and  how  quick  the  recommendation  was,  through  God's  blessing, 
executed  in  less  than  12  days,  without  firing  a  shot  or  striking  a 
blow.    From  the  one  and  the  other  the  supposition  is  sufficiently 
conclusive— Whoever  is  master  by  water  is,  in  short,  master  of  the 
forts.    And  if  the  Hon''''^  gentlemen  had  thought  well  to  reinforce 
us  with  one  or  two  similar  ships  on  our  and  the  accompanying 
warnings,  requests  and  supplicatory  letters,  and  on  the  Remon- 
strance from  the  Commonalty  shortly  after,  the  said  misfortune 
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would,  without  doubt,  not  have  overtaken  us  and  the  good  inhab- 
itants. 

5.  Tlie  last  argument  (continue  the  Directors)  is  indt^ed  the 
weakest  and  altogether  unwortliy  of  consideration  to  wit :  Even 
had  lie  been  subjected  to  no  constraint,  nevertheless  the  Province 
would,  by  this  war,  have  been  reduced  :  'twas  his  duty  to  defend  it 
until  that  time  had  arrived,  etc.  How  far  this  interi)retation  quad- 
rates with  the  ]u-esumi)tion  of  your  IHgh  Mightinesses'  servant, 
and  how  far  the  Hon''''  Directors'  conclusion  agrees  with  his,  must 
be  referred  to  your  illustrious  Higli  Mightinesses'  decision.  Our 
presui)position  being  conditional,  from  the  minor  to  the  major,  that 
without  a  reinforcement  in  men  and  ships,  so  frecjuently  asked  but 
never  arrived,  we  could  not  opjgise  the  attemi)ts  and  acts  of  the 
English  neighbors,  who  are  10  to  our  one;  and  if  the  four  aforesaid 
frigates  should  not  come,  these  neiglibors  would  then  have  dispos- 
sessed and  jfwre  belli  driven  us  away.  This  they  had  endeavored  to 
do  in  time  of  profound  peace  through  the  entire  of  16(33  and  in  1661, 
up  to  the  very  moment  of  the  arrival  of  the  frigates. 

What  now  regards  the  conclusion,  wherein  the  Hon''"=  Directors 
say  that  the  Governor  and  Council  did  not  take  sufiicient  care  of 
Staten  Island,  but  abandoning  it,  quitted  the  Block-house  without 
removing  the  cannon ;  the  enemy  being  there  not  a  gun-shot  from 
tlie  fort,  tliey  were  allowed  to  occupy  and  reduce  the  whole  with  50 
men  without  hring  a  gun. 

In  explanation  and  for  the  better  understanding  hereof,  it  ought 
to  be  known  that  Staten  Island,  which  is  said  above,  not  to  be  a  gun 
shot  distant,  is  situate  full  two  leagues  from  the  fort.  It  is  inhab- 
ited only  on  tlie  South  side,  behind  the  hill,  and  consequently  out 
of  sight  of  the  fort,  by  10  @  12  men  but  so  and  so  able  to  bear  arms, 
who,  in  order  to  be  protected  against  a  sudden  attack  of  the  Savages, 
did,  about  a  year  ago,  erect  a  small,  sliglit  wooden  Block-house, 
about  18  (a)  20  feet  square,  in  the  centre  of  their  houses,  which  were 
slightly  constructed  of  straw  and  clapboards,  and  borrowed  from 
one  Cornells  Steenwyck  a  small  piece  cai)able  of  discharging  a  one- 
pound  ball,  and  from  the  Director  and  Council  a  little  iron  swivel; 
its  garrison  consisted  of  6  old  soldiers,  unfit  to  accompany  the  others 
against  the  Indians.  The  aforesaid  Block-house  and  hamlet  stood 
within  sight  of  Najeck,  where  the  frigates  lay  at  anchor,  not  a 
league  from  the  ships,  and  'twas,  therefore,  impossible  to  relieve  it 
or  to  convey  shot  from  there,  unless  people  could  face  the  English 
with  an  equal  naval  force. 

Secondly.  The  Hon'''''  Directors  say,  that  whilst  the  enemy  were 
not  yet  in  sight.  Deputies  were  sent  from  the  city  and  fort,  and 
thereby  an  occasion  was  afforded  for  an  offer,  that  if  the  i)lace  were 
voluntarily  surrendered,  each  person  should  keep  his  own ;  the 
Burghers,  in  consequence,  behaved  badly. 
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The  sending  of  Deputies  was  requested  by  the  Burpomasters,  who 
were  associates  of  the  Director  and  Council  in  such  critical  circum- 
stances, according  to  furnished  instructions ;  and  granted  and 
deemed  necessary  for  pregnant  reasons,  in  order  to  ascertain,  by  that 
means,  the  strength  and  rating  of  the  shii>s;  what  they  were  doing 
behind  the  point,  without  showing  themselves;  what  accessions 
they  were  daily  receiving,  and  particularly  the  behavior,  in  this 
conjuncture,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  villages  of  Breuckelen,  Mid- 
wout,  Amersfoort  and  K.  Uytrecht,  through  which  our  delegates 
must  pass.  In  regard  to  tlie  implied  accusation,  that  the  enemy 
was, by  sending  of  the  delegation,  afforded  an  occasion  f  jr  making 
the  offer  that  each  one  should  keep  liis  own,  it  is  to  be  considered 
and  noted  that  the  Chiefs  of  the  English  frigates  had,  on  their  first 
arrival,  full  three  days  before,  ere  our  Deputies  were  sent  thither, 
dispatched  proclamations  to  the  aforesaid  Dutch  and  other  villages, 
and  therein  promised  and  offered  that  every  one  should  retain  his 
own  and  remain  unmolested,  on  condition  of  voluntary  and  quiet 
submission  to  England's  Majesty ;  threatening  and  protesting  that, 
otherwise,  the  misfortunes  of  war  would  overtake  them.  These 
proclamations  and  divers  copies  thereof  were,  on  the  first  and  second 
days,  sent  over  to  the  Manhatans,  divulged  abroad  among  the 
Burghers,  and  submitted  to  the  Director  and  Council :  as  appears 
clearly  on  the  Journal  that  was  kept,  and  could  be  abundantly  i)roved 
by  various  trustworthy  witnesses.  Hence,  the  manifest  groundless- 
ness of  the  above  presumption,  viz:  that  the  sending  the  deputa- 
tion afforded  an  opportunity  for  making  the  above  ])roposition. 

Thirdly,  say  the  Directors  :  two  frigates  were  allowed  to  i)asstlie 
fort  without  a  shot  being  fired  at  them  ;  yea.  Fiscal  de  Silla  did,  by 
order  of  the  Director-General,  forbid  any  firing.  Your  High  Mighti- 
nesses' servant  is  ignorant  of  wliat  Fiscal  de  Silla  bade  or  forbade 
the  soldiers,  and  declares  he  neither  forbade,  nor  ordered  them  to 
fire  or  not  to  fire ;  that  leaving  the  Fiscal  with  about  50  soldiers  in 
the  fort,  he  marched  with  the  remainder,  about  100  men,  out  of  the 
■  fort  into  the  city,  in  order,  if  the  English  would  attempt  to  land 
here  or  there,  to  hinder  them  as  much  as  possible ;  that  the  Petitioner 
did  not  command  nor  order  the  gunner  to  fire,  was  owing  to  this 
circumstance,  viz :  It  had  been  unanimously  agreed  and  resolved 
on  the  Petition  and  Protest  of  the  Burghers,  that  we  should  not  be 
the  first  to  begin  hostilities  and  bloodshed.  This  was  observed  and 
put  into  practice  by  ourselves  heretofore  in  the  attack  and  conquest 
of  the  Swedish  forts  on  the  South  river,  and  approved  of  at  the  time 
by  the  Hou^'''  Directors. 

Fourthly,  say  the  Hon'''*'  Directors:  Further  to  discourage  the 
Burghers,  the  aforesaid  Director  went  contrar\-  to  all  reason  to  the 
City  Hall  to  communicate  to  the  mass  of  the  citizens  the  promises 
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and  menaces  of  the  Knglisli :  that,  therefore,  he  cannot  be  guiltless 
of  tlie  s[editiou.s]  Remonstrance. 

How  incorrectly  are  the  Hon'''''  the  Directors  again  informed  on 
this  point,  and  how  grossly  has  the  Petitioner's  going  to  the  City 
Hall  been  misconstrued,  will  appear  at  all  times  on  hearing  any  im- 
partial person  who  has  a  knowledge  thereof  and  is  in  Amsterdam. 
From  the  Journal  which  was  kei)t,  it  is  clearly  to  be  seen  that  the 
Burghers  had  had  sufficient  knowledge  and  communication  of  the 
menaces  and  i)roniises  of  the  English  on  the  second  day  after  the 
arrival  of  the  frigates,  botli  from  tlie  farmers  of  Long  Island  and 
the  scattered  proclamations  sent  to  the  Burghers  as  well  as  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  island  fully  3  (a  4  days  previous,  as  ap- 
pears on  the  Journal  and  before  your  High  Mightinesses' Petitioner 
was  under  the  necessity  of  going  to  the  City  Hall,  the  cause  whereof 
was  as  follows : 

We  had  already,  a  day  or  two,  heard  that  Commissioners  from 
Boston,  Hartford  and  Plymouth,  in  New  England,  had  come  with 
some  people  to  tlie  English  General,  Nicols.  These  Commissioners, 
6  in  number,  two  from  each  Colony  aforesaid,  whether  sent  by  Gen- 
eral Nicols  or  of  their  own  motion,  or  instructed  by  their  Princi- 
pals, did,  on  the  4"'  bejitember,  come  in  a  row-boat  with  a  white  flag 
to  the  city  wharf  in  fi'ont  of  the  public  store,  whence  they  were  im- 
mediately conducted  to  the  nearest  tav-ern,  whither  1  went  with  the 
Council  and  two  Burgomasters  to  greet  them.  After  some  compli- 
ments, they  declared  that  they  had  come  to  offer  us  and  all  the  in- 
habitants in  the  King's  name,  fair  conditions,  and,  in  case  these 
were  not  acce])ted,  to  excuse  themselves  for  any  mischief  that  may 
follow,  it  being  their  business,  as  they  had  been  ordered  by  England's 
Majesty,  and  were  tlierefore  obliged  to  assist  General  Nicols.  It 
would  draw  this  to  a  very  great  length,  were  we  to  repeat  all  the 
speeches  and  answers  which  i)assed.  John  Winthrop,  the  Governor 
of  the  colony  of  Hartford,  one  of  the  abovenamed  Commissioners, 
handed  before  leaving  a  sealed  letter,  which  your  High  Mightinesses' 
Petitioner  took  arid  opened  after  their  departure  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  and  read  to  the  Council  in  the  presence  of  the  two  Bur- 
gomasters. It  contained  nothing  either  in  substance  and  words  ex- 
cept what  was  verbally  jjroposed.  A  shoit  tyne  afterwards,  tlie 
aforesaid  Burgomasters  returned  to  the  Council  Chamber  ;  requested 
copy  of  said  letter  to  communicate  it  to  the  other  members  of  their 
Court.  The  request  was  for  reasons  refused.  The  petitioners  de- 
parted greatly  disgusted  and  dissatisfied.  When  they  retired,  it  was 
resolved  to  destroy  the  aforesaid  letter,  in  order  thereby  to  i)revent 
its  communication.  iShortly  after  tlie  greater  portion  of  the  Burgh- 
ers assembled  at  and  around  tlie  City  Hall:  whether  of  their  own 
accord  or  on  invitation,  tlie  Director  and  Council  were  ignorant, 
teuddtnly  the  work  at  the  setting  of  the  palisades  on  the  land  side 
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of  the  city  stopped,  when,  soon  after,  three  of  the  principal  Burpli- 
ers,  not  belonging  to  tlie  Government,  presented  themselves  at  the 
Council  Chamber,  requesting  most  earnestly,  and  not  without  im- 
plied expressions  of  worse  and  more  evil  disposed  inclination,  copy 
of  the  letter.  No  reasoning,  not  even  the  excuse  and  exiiibition  of 
the  destroyed  and  torn  letter,  being  listened  to  by  them,  your  High 
Mightinesses'  Petitioner  was,  by  resolution  of  the  Council,  obliged 
to  go  to  the  City  Hall,  not  as  is  supiwsed.  to  discourage  tlie  Burgh- 
ers, nor  to  communicate  the  threats  and  promises  of  tiie  English, 
which  was  unnecessary,  since  they  were  sufficiently  acquainted  witli 
them,  both  from  the  previously  sent  proclamation,  or  seemingly  in- 
deed from  the  reports  of  the  Burgomasters,  who  were  present  m  the 
forenoon,  when  the  above  related  conversation  passed  and  the  sealed 
letter  was  delivered  to  the  Petitioner;  but  on  the  contrary,  to  en- 
courage and  appease  tlie  Burghers  and  to  bring  tliem  back  to  work. 
'Twould  only  serve  greatly  to  extend  this  and  to  excite  much  dis- 
gust, were  I  to  detail  here  the  discourses  wliich  passed  at  the  City 
Hall ;  the  disrespectful  remarks  of  several  persons,  that  the  Re- 
monstrances and  complaints  they  had  made  were  not  deemed  worthy 
of  any  notice,  nay,  not  even  of  the  sligiitest  answer,  which  I  was 
obliged  to  listen  to  and  patiently  to  bear.  All  agreed  in  this  :  that 
they  required  a  view  and  copy  of  the  letter;  that  it  was  Impossible 
to  defend  the  place,  and,  though  they  might  be  able  to  protect  them- 
selves for  one,  S  (w  A  days,  yea,  for  as  many  weeks  or  months,  which 
'twas  impossible  to  do  ;  yet  in  all  that  time  no  relief  was  to  be  hoped 
for  or  expected,  seeing  that,  to  resist  so  many,  was  notliing  less 
than  to  gape  before  an  oven.  Fearing  that  a  mutiny  might  break 
out,  I  returned  back  to  the  Council  Chamber,  reporting  my  experi- 
ence, and,  considering  that  the  Burghers  had  sufficient  knowledge 
through  the  Burgomasters  of  what  had  been  said  or  written,  in  or- 
der to  obviate  further  mischief  and  to  prevent  all  appearance  of  mu- 
tiny, it  was  resolved  to  bring  togetiier,as  well  as  possible,  the  pieces 
of  the  torn  letter.  This  was  done  by  Fiscal  de  Silla;  and  Bayard, 
the  clerk,  who  understood  the  English  language,  made  a  copy  of  it, 
which  he  delivered  to  the  Burgoinasters.  Submitting  further  to 
your.  Illustrious,  High  Mightinesses'  most  profound  and  discreet 
sentiment  whether  anything  is  herein  done  amiss,  and  wlietlier  your 
High  Mightinesses'  Petitioner  can  tlience  be  considered  guilty  of 
the  Burgliers'  Remonstrance. 

Finally,  the  Directors  say  and  conclude  :  The  foreign  force  con- 
sisted only  of  four  little  frigates  and  a  few  military,  so  that  tlie  gar- 
rison which  marched  out  was  stronger  than  that  which  marched  in. 
In  regard  to  the  Admiral's  ship,  which  was  the  Guinea,  it  carried 
36  guns,  mostly  twelve-pounders;  the  rest  eights  and  sixes;  the 
Yice-Admiral,  the  tJlias,  carried  -42  guns  on  deck  and  8  in  tiiehold  ; 
the  Rear-Admiral,  18  guns;  the  other,  whicii  was  a  transport,  14  («) 
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16  guns.  The  statement  that  tlie  garrison  whicli  marclied  out  was 
stronger  than  tlie  one  that  marched  in,  is  an  absolute  falsehood. 
Three  effective  companies — one  the  Governor's,  one  Colonel  Cart- 
wricht's,  one  Robert  Carr's,  tlie  smallest  90  (a'  100  men  strong, 
marched  first  into  the  fort,  and  another  comi)any  was  posted  at  the 
city  gates  and  Town  Hall.  Besides  these  which  came  over  in  the 
ships  from  Old  England,  there  remained  the  New  England  troops 
and  particularly  those  from  the  east  end  of  Long  Island  and  the  six 
English  towns  situate  within  the  borders  of  New  Netherland,  our 
most  bitter  enemies,  who  were  kept  together  at  The  Ferry  opposite 
the  city,  pursuant  to  the  Capitulation,  l)ecause  the  Burghers,  from 
])reviously  expressed  threats  and  percei)tible  attempts,  were  more 
apprehensive  of  being  plundered  by  them  than  by  the  others.  Then, 
granting  that  the  Irigates  were  as  small,  and  the  number  of  soldiers 
as  few  as  the  Directors  are  pleased  to  think,  it  has  appeared,  from 
the  statement  and  declaration  of  the  English  themselves,  at  the 
time  and  subsequently,  that  they  had  brouglit  with  them  from  Old 
England  over  one  thousand  effective  soldiers  and  sailors  in  the 
aforesaid  four  frigates,  exclusive  of  the  reinforcements  and  addi- 
tion from  New  England,  the  east  end  of  Long  Island  and  the  Eng- 
lish towns  belonging  to  us. 

Amounting,  as  this  force  did,  according  to  the  declaration  of 
many,  to  no  less  a  number  than  the  first,  no  stand  could  be  made 
against  it  by  the  Company's  few  soldiers  without  the  assistance  of 
tiie  Burgheis  and  farmers,  although  the  frigates,  sailors  and  soldiers 
had  been  half  as  many,  inasmuch  as  the  Company's  servants  had  no 
assistance  nor  relief  to  expect  from  any  quarter,  whilst,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  English,  reinforced  from  places  round  about,  as  already 
stated  in  our  immediate  vicinity,  would,  like  the  heads  of  the  Ser- 
pent Hydra,  have  grown  more  numermous  the  more  they  were 
lopped  off,  from  day  to  day  Furthermore,  it  remains  still  to  be 
considered  in  this  connection,  as  we  have  hereinbefore  stated  timis 
and  again,  and  have  shown  by  the  expedition  which  the  Company 
sent  against  the  South  river.  Whosoever,  by  ship  or  ships,  is  master 
on  the  river,  will  in  a  short  time  be  master  of  the  fort ;  and  of  this 
it  is  remarkable  that  the  Directors  sent  us  in  the  year  1655  a  ship- 
of-vvar  called  the  Waegh,  of  Amsterdam,  carrying  32  ((f  M  guns,  90 
sailors  and  50  soldiers,  merely  for  that  expedition ;  ordering  your 
High  Mightinesses'  Petitioner  to  retake,  with  that  force  and  the  few 
soldiers  that  were  then  in  New  Netherland,  being  about  70  (a)  80 
men,  not  only  Fort  Casamir,  but  also  the  other  Swedish  forts.  God 
conferred  such  a  blessing  on  the  work,  that  'twas  executed  in  less 
than  12  days,  without  firing  a  gun  or  any  bloodshed.  After  the  ter- 
mination thereof,  it  was  manifest  and  found,  that  the  Swedes  were 
.somewhat  stronger  on  that  river  and  in  the  forts  than  those  who 
were  carried  thither  to  reduce  them.     The  cause  of  their  loss  and 
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the  reason  oftheir  surrender,  were  then  the  same  asours  now;  that 
they  had  no  relief  nor  succor  to  expect  from  anv  quarter,  and  we, 
on  the  contrary,  in  those  parts,  could  receive  from  New  Amsterdam 
greater  reinforcements  than  they  in  men  and  ships;  yea,  the  Peti- 
tioner would,  from  his  knowledge  and  experience,  dare  assert  and 
pledge  his  person  and  all  he  possesses,  that  the  city  and  fort  how 
strong  soever  this  may  be  thought,  could  be  reduced  and  captured 
in  less  than  12  days  with  such  a  number  of  frigates,  land  forces  and 
seamen  as  then  came  before  them,  if  a  superior  reinforcement  in 
men  and  ships  did  not  arrive  from  elsewhere  during  that  time.  This 
is  not  to  be  presumed  for  divers  reasons,  wherewith,  as  tliey  are  for- 
eign  to  this  subject,  I  dare  not  encumber  your  High  Migi'itinesses' 
more  weighty  affairs,  but  rather  break  off.  In  case  vour  High 
Mightinesses'  Petitioner's  written  Report  respecting  the  loss  of  N. 
NetlierlHiid,  with  the  annexed  documents  in  support  of  the  same 
delivered  more  than  eight  months  ago,  and  then  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Hon^'^  M.  Van  Ommeren  and  other  your  High  Mightinesses' 
Deputies,  with  this  his  written  answer  to  tiie  Observations  made  by 
the  Hon''"^  the  Directors,  shall  be  examined,  he  confidently  trusts 
that  It  will  appear  clear  enough  therefrom  that  the  loss  of  this  coun- 
try could  not  be  avoided  at  the  time  and  under  the  circumstances ; 
and  more  clearly  whenever  your  High  Mightinesses'  weighty  occu- 
pations will  admit  of  the  examination  of  the  multitude  of  letters, 
comphiints,  remonstrances  and  protests  made  from  time  to  time 
and  sent  to  the  Hon""'  Directors  both  by  your  High  Mightinesses' 
servants,  the  supreme  government,  and  the  subaltern  Magistrates; 
yea,  by  the  Commonalty  themselves  now  and  then,  principally  in 
the  years  1663  and  1664.  Your  High  Mightinesses'  Petitioner  hum- 
bly requests  you  to  take  these  letters,  remonstrances  and  rendered 
warniniis  into  consideration,  together  with  this  his  answer  and  first 
delivered  report,  and  the  documents  thereimto  belonging. 
Which  doing,  etc., 

(Signed),  P.  STUYVESANT. 


REPLY   OF  THE   WEST  INDIA   COMPANY  TO  EX- 
DIRECTOR  STUYVESANT. 


To  the  Honorable  MighUj  Lords,  their  High  Mightinesses'  Deputies 

for  the  Affairs  of  the  West  India  Company. 

On  the  first  of  November,  1665,  the  Directors  of  the  Incorporated 

West  India  Company  of  tJiis  country  submitted  to  their  High 

Mightinesses  their  Observations  on  the  Report  made  in  writing  to 

their  High  Mightinesses  by  Peter  Stuyvesant,  late  Director-General 

53— Vol.  V. 
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of  New  Netlierland,  excusinc  the  scandalous  surrender  of  the  afore- 
said considerable  country  and  Province.  Tliose  Observations  being 
communicated  by  their  High  Mightinesses  to  the  aforesaid  Stuy- 
vesant,  he  desired  to  lay  further  remarks  before  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses in  Answer  to  the  Observations  aforesaid.  Your  Honorable 
Mightinesses  having  again  required  the  opinion  of  the  Company 
thereupon,  it  will  accordingly,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  and  as 
brieriy  as  possible,  demonstrate  in  the  following  the  bad  foundation 
and  paltry  excuses  contained  in  the  aforesaid  writing,  to  the  end 
that  your  Honorable  Mightinesses  having  seen  it,  may  dispose  as 
you  think  fit  of  the  said  Stuyvesant,  or  of  the  prosecution  to  be  in- 
stituted against  him  for  the  scandalous  surrender  of  the  country  and 
Province  of  New  Netherland,  as  aforesaid. 

The  Company,  then,  will  first  of  all  premise  that  nothing  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Observations  submitted  by  it  to  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses on  the  1"^  of  November,  1665.  in  any  way  admitting  the  Want 
of  ])rovisions  and  munitions  of  war  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid  Stuy- 
vesant's  Report  and  further  Answer,  and  upon  which  the  surrender 
of  New  Netherland  is  for  the  most  part  justified.  But,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  Comi)any  ignores  the  aforesaid  want,  inasmuch  as  it 
hath  no  other  knowledge  thereof  than  from  the  Report  made  and 
letters  wTitten  by  the  Director-General  and  Council  to  the  Com- 
pany ;  and  for  that  reason  it  expressed  a  doubt  in  those  Observa- 
tions of  the  aforesaid  want ;  then,  further  shows,  by  reasons  tliere- 
unto  applicable,  that  even  had  such  scarcity  existed,  it  was  caused 
by  want  of  foresight  and  inexcusable  carelessness  ;  and,  in  regard 
to  the  last,  hatli  pointed  out  to  their  High  Mightinesses  some  con- 
siderable opportunities  improperly,  or  ratiier  knowingly,  neglected 
by  the  aforesaid  Director. 

Again,  observing  this  order,  and  first  taking  up  the  Want  of  pro- 
visions :  The  Company  will  once  more,  in  good  faith,  plead  ignorance 
of  there  having  been  an  insufficient  sup])ly  of  provisions,  since  it 
cannot  imagine  tliat,  in  a  country  so  productive  as  New  Nether- 
land, any  scarcity  should  exist  in  a  year  of  such  abundance  as  that 
of  1664,  when,  according  to  the  declaration  of  the  Director-General, 
made  in  his  letter  written  to  the  Comjiany  on  the  10'"  of  June,  1664, 
even  the  distant  lands  in  and  around  the  Esopus  which  could  be 
mowed  and  sown  in  the  year  1663,  only  at  great  peril  and  cost,  on 
account  of  the  war,  were  as  productive  and  wore  as  promising  an 
appearance  as  if  they  had  been  plowed  and  sown  in  the  fall ;  and 
the  spring  planting  of  the  year  1664  having  been  blessed  by  God  witli 
a  fructifying  and  abundant  rain,  a  good  and  blessed  harvest  was  ex- 
pected. The  aforesaid  Company  trusts  that,  unless  said  Stuyvesant 
shall  further  prove  the  aforesaid  scarcity,  your  Hon'''"' Mightinesses, 
paying  attention  to  the  declaration  heretofore  extracted  from  the 
aforesaid  Stuyvesant's  letter,  will  not  be  satisfied  of  the  Want  of 
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provisions,  notwithstanding  he  assume  in  his  favor  the  badness  of 
the  year  1063  ;  because,  in  regard  to  the  crop  of  l<iG4,  it  must  be  re- 
marked that  tlie  Director  and  Council  write  in  their  letter  of  the 
16'h  September,  1664,  that  tliey  allowed  tlie  grain  of  the  year  1663  to 
be  exported  in  May  and  July  because  the  new  crop  was  already  har- 
vested ;  therefore,  the  unproductiveness  of  the  year  1063  hath  occa- 
sioned them  no  scarcity.  'Tis  true  that  Stuyvesant  produced  a 
declaration  of  Commissary  Loten  and  Herman  Marten,  who  assert 
tliat  the  store  was  very  poorly  supplied  at  tlie  time  the  frigates  ar- 
rived. But  this  is  no  proof  that  tliere  was  not  a  sufficient  stock  of 
provisions  in  New  Netherland  to  supply  the  store.  This  ought  to 
be  proved,  since  there  can  be  no  question  here  respecting  the  condi- 
tion of  the  store,  but  whether  there  had  not  been  provisions  enough 
to  supply  it  a  little  before,  and  on  tlie  arrival  of  the  frigates  in  New 
Netherland.  This  can  easily  be  determined  from  Stuyvesant 's  let- 
ter  aforesaid.  And,  as  provisions  were  plenty  in  New  Netherland, 
tlie  Director  cannot  reap  any  benefit  from  any  declaration  respect- 
ing the  condition  of  the  store,  as  it  could  have  been  sufficiently  well 
stocked.  This  will  be  more  fully  shown  hereafter,  and  the  argu- 
ment done  away  with  which  he  seems  willing  to  make  ;  that  otlier 
places  in  opulent  countries  are,  in  fact,  lost  by  scarcity.  That  does 
not  apply  to  what  is  set  forth  in  the  declarations  aforesaid  resi)ect- 
ing  the  efforts  which  said  Director  did  have  made  in  New  England 
to  purchase  provisions,  since  the  Company  is  not  aware  of  the  ex- 
istence of  any  necessity  for  sending  to  New  England  for  provisions, 
when  it  is  admitted  that  they  were  in  the  course  of  exportation  at 
the  same  moment  from  New  Netlierland  in  otlier  ships ;  for,  the 
Director  and  Council  declare  in  their  despatch  of  the  16^"  Septem- 
ber, 1664,  that  they  had  permitted  the  exportation  of  the  old  grain 
in  the  Musch  to  Curasao  and  in  the  Gekruyste  Hert  to  this  country, 
whenever  the  new  had  been  all  harvested.  The  aforesaid  exportal 
tion  of  provisions  was  therefore  injudicious  or  the  result  of  some 
speculation,  whereof  tlie  Company  is  ignorant :  and  the  aforesaid 
declarations  cannot  prove,  in  the  face  of  such  plain  expressions  in 
the  aforesaid  despatch,  that  those  messengers  were  sent  to  New 
England  because  provisions  were  not  to  be  had  in  New  Netherland. 
Of  still  less  weight  is  the  statement  that  the  servants  of  the  city  of 
Amsterdam  have  sent  to  New  England  for  cattle,  iiiasmuch  as  they 
absolutely  did  so  rather  to  procure  cattle  for  agricultural  purposes 
and  not  for  slaughter  and  consumption,  as  is  well  known  to  the 
aforesaid  Stuyvesant,  and  can  be  effectually  substantiated  by  the 
city's  late  Director,  Alexander  d'Hiujossa,  if  needs  be. 

Proceeding  now,  agreeably  to  tlie  proposed  arrangement,  to  show 
that  [no]  scarcity  of  provisions  existed  in  the  city  and  store  (which 
alone  is  the  question  here,  inasmuch  as  it  is  clearer  than  noon-day 
that  there  was  no  scarcity  iii  the  Province  of  Ne\v  Netherland),  the 
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Company  will,  in  order  to  eschew  repetitions  and  for  brevity's  sake, 
persist  in  the  ])osition  taken  in  its  previous  Observations :  and  to 
expose  the  flimsy  Defence  of  the  abovenamed  Stuyvesant,  say,  fur- 
ther, that  there  is  not  the  least  foundation  for  what  he  sets  forth 
both  generally  and  particularly  in  his  Defence,  viz. :  that  he  had 
not  timely  notice  of  the  designs  which  the  English,  and  especially 
the  aforesaid  frigates  might  have  had  against  New  Netherland,  and 
that  the  Comjjany  had,  on  the  contrary,  as  he  gives  out.  intoi-med 
him,  from  this  i)lace,  that  the  English  had  no  intention  to  use  vio- 
lence against  NewNetlierland.  For,  it  is  true  and  certain  that,  in 
order  that  he  might  victual  the  place  and  fort  of  New  Amsterdam 
and  keep  it  victualed,  the  aforesaid  Stuyvesant  was  warned  time 
enough  from  here  and  from  New  England,  of  the  apparent  difficul- 
ties between  this  State  and  the  English,  and,  more  particularly,  of 
the  equipment  and  api)roachof  the  aforesaid  frigates;  and,  not  only 
did  the  Director  aforesaid,  in  the  despatch  addressed  to  the  Com- 
pany under  date  the  10"'  June,  1664,  plainly  state  that  the  latest  in- 
telligence from  Old  England,  received  by  divers  ships,  as  many  as 
seven  in  number,  which  arrived  in  Boston,  had  agreed  in  reporting 
that  the  difterences  between  this  State  and  the  Crown  of  England 
might,  indeed,  come  to  a  rupture;  but  also  gave  advice  in  the 
despatch  of  the  4'"  of  August,  1664,  addressed  to  the  Company  and 
Appendices  sent  therewith,  of  the  special  approach  of  the  frigates, 
and  that  he  had  knowledge  of  the  fitting  out  of  the  aforesaid 
frigates,  and  that  the  expedition  was  got  up,  let  the  Con.pany 
imagine  what  they  pleased  to  the  contrary,  against  Long  Island  and 
the  Province  of  New  Netherland  ;  and  that  he,  therefore,  being  very 
circumspect  and  anxious,  would  take  good  care  to  keep  the  military 
together,  to  raise  the  fort,  to  provide  it  with  gabions,  and,  further- 
more, make  use  of  all  possible  resistance.  Furtliermore,  the  afore- 
said Director  protested,  in  the  despatch  to  the  Company  written  on 
the  16"'  of  September,  1664,  that  he  was^distinctly  and  precisely  ad- 
vised and  knew  two  years  before — these  are  his  own  words — of  the 
fitting  out  and  preparation  of  those  four  frigates  against  this  place 
not  only  in  England  but  also  from  New  England.  And,  finally,  he 
himself  asserts  in  his  aforesaid  Answer  (Nader  bericht),  that  he  al- 
ready knew  and  had  written  over  in  the  year  1661,  that  ap]>lications 
Mere  made  in  England  to  obtain  those  frigates  and  to  reduce  New 
Netherland.  Much  less  was  the  contrary  written  from  this  side 
with  so  much  assurance  that  he  might  rely  on  it :  for,  it  will  be 
found,  on  examining  the  letter  to  which  he  appeals,  that  it  does  not 
contain  a  word  about  the  fitting  out  or  approach,  or  intention  of 
the  foiu-  frigates,  but  merely  mentions  the  report  of  the  King  of 
England's  design  to  reduce  the  New  England  government  to  the 
.same  form  in  Church  and  State  as  that  of  Old  England,  in  the  hope 
that  the  New  Englanders  settled  around  New  Isetherland,  having 
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no  inclin.ation  to  the  aforesaid  Ecclesiastical  order,  would  not,  here 
after,  endeavor  to  do  us  as  much  damage  as  formerly  :  encouraging 
him,  therebj',  to  recover  what  the  English  had  taken  from  the  Com- 
pany. Not  a  word  more.  The  aforesaid  Director  seems  to  have 
construed  this  into  a  notification  of  tlie  frigates  :  and,  therefore,  in 
his  Answer  to  the  aforesaid  letter  dated  the  21"  of  April,  written  in 
New  Netherland  the  4'"  August,  and  not  the  21 '  xVi)ril.  as  was 
erroneously  stated  in  the  Company's  Observations,  he  considers  the 
aforesaid  advice  untrue,  discussing  the  arguments  which  he  thought 
went  to  justify  the  aforesaid  Comi)any's  letter,  and  giving  reasons 
to  the  contrary  from  other  sources,  which,  he  says,  are  to  be  con- 
sidered most  reliable,  and,  accordingly,  will  prepare  for  resistance. 
This  can  be  more  fully  and  circumstantially  seen  by  the  Extract 
from  the  aforesaid  despatch ;  from  which  and  from  the  Extract  of 
the  letter  dated  10'"  June,  compared  with  the  Extracts  inserted  by 
said  Stuyvesant  in  his  foregoing  writing,  you.  Noble,  ]Mighty,  will 
be  able  also  to  perceive,  first :  That  the  strongest  expressions  in  the 
aforesaid  despatch  are  omitted  in  Stuyvesant 's  aforesaid  writing, 
with  a  view,  as  it  seems,  to  make  his  defence  the  easier;  and  that, 
notwithstanding  he  questions  the  possibility  of  his  having  answered 
the  Company's  despatch  dated  the  21''  April,  yet  the  Answer  is 
found  in  the  aforesaid  letter  of  the  4'"  of  August.  He  first  denies 
this  and  then  quotes  and  inseils  the  Answer,  himself,  not  20  lines 
further  on  ;  a  true  and  remarkable  sign  rather  that  he  hath  lost  his 
way  in  this  matter  than  that  the  Company  had  decided  according 
to  passion  or  wrong  presumptions  ;  as  he,  with  little  resi)ect  for  his 
late  employers,  seems,  in  his  aforesaid  letter,  to  think. 

Under  all  circumstances,  the  aforesaid  Director  had  so  magnified 
in  divers  letters  the  actions  of  the  New  Englanders,  their  power  and 
progress,  and  wrote  especially  that  the  entertained  appreliensions 
for  New  Amsterdam,  so  that,  in  his  letter  of  the  10'"  November. 
1663,  he  was  evidently  fearful  of  the  loss  of  everything  that  people 
possessed.  It  behoved  him,  therefore,  even  had  he  expected  no  new 
force  from  Old  England,  to  have  kept  the  place  supjilied  with  all 
necessaries,  saying  in  his  letter  of  the  last  of  February.  1664,  that 
the  English  on  Long  Island  were  aiming  at  the  whole  country, 
which  was  not  strange,  since  the  President  of  the  rebellions  troop 
had  notified  him  to  that  effect,  particularly  stating  that  the  Duke  of 
York  was  sending  some  frigates  to  reduce  New  Netherland,  as  apv 
pears  by  the  voucher.  And  lastly,  the  aforesaid  Director  was,  in 
all  the  Company's  despatches,  expressly  cliarged  and  commanded  to 
be  on  his  guard,  so  that,  as  already  stated,  he  cannot  i)lead  that  he 
had  not  received  any  warning. 

And  herewith,  consequently  at  once  fall  all  grounds  of  excuse 
based  on  the  want  of  seasonable  advice  ;  and,  first  of  all,  the  strij)- 
ping  of  the  store  by  the  dispatching  of  the  Musch  to  Curasao,  it  be- 
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ing  heretofore  shown  that  the  sending  of  the  aforesaid  little  vessel 
on  the  authority  of  the  Company's  letter  of  the  21^'  April,  1664,  was 
unwarrr.ntable,  since  about  the  time  that  she  sailed,  viz.,  on  the  29"^ 
July,  tlie  letter  to  the  Company  was  prepared  and  dispatched  5  days 
afterwards,  namely  4"'  August ;  from  the  reading  of  wliich  letter, 
it  is  ])lain  enough  that  tliey  were  fully  informed  of  the  coming  of 
the  English  frigates  and  not  devoid  of  anxiety  ;  and  that  the  Di- 
rector and  Council  did  not  believe  tlK^  first  intelligence.  That  let- 
ter al-o  explains  everything  that  the  said  Director  says  concerning 
Mr.  Willet's  subsequent  declaration  and  tlie  inferences  drawn  there- 
from, just  as  if  the  Com])any  had  mentioned  that  declaration,  be- 
cause they  in  New  Netherland  had  alone  received  the  information 
througli  the  aforesaid  Willet,  whilst  it  was  transmitted  to  the  Com- 
pany only  as  a  specimen  of  the  intelligence  received  there  and  ad- 
duced by  it  as  such,  and  not  with  a  view  to  make  the  truth  thereof 
dei)end  on  the  aforesaid  declaration,  since  the  abovementioned  letter 
of  the  4"'  of  August  throws  so  much  light  on  the  information  com- 
municated to  the  aforesaid  Director,  that  nothing  more  is  required 
to  convict  him. 

Secondly.  Herewith  falls  the  excuse  he  makes,  that  the  farmers 
were  constrained  by  the  English  not  to  convey  any  grain  into  the 
fort,  and  that  the  said  English  had  everyvvliere  cut  off  the  com- 
munication, so  that  grain  could  not  be  conveyed  across  the  river; 
for,  having  been  warned  in  time,  they  ought  not  to  have  waited  the 
arrival  of  the  frigates,  but  have  employed  the  interval  between  the 
4"'  of  August,  when  the  aforesaid  letter  was  written  to  the  Com- 
pany, and  tiie  arrival  of  the  frigates  to  provide  themselves  with 
grain,  and  not  delayed,  as  he  has  done,  until  the  enemy  was  at  the 
door. 

His  further  representations  hereupon  are  very  ridiculous,  such  as 
the  lateness  of  the  season  there ;  secondly,  the  grain  not  being  all 
housed  ;  thirdly,  that  there  was  no  place  in  the  fort  to  store  much 
less  to  thresh  it ;  fourthly,  that  he  set  the  farmers  on  the  Manhat- 
tans to  thresh,  but  that  it  was  of  little  avail.  In  answer  to  the 
first,  it  is  well  known  that  the  harvest  in  New  Netherland  is  earlier 
than  in  this  country;  for  it  appears  even  by  the  le'ter,  also  signed 
by  the  Director  aforesaid  under  date  16""  September,  1664,  that  the 
grain  was  all  harvested  but  not  threshed,  and,  by  his  own  report, 
that  it  was  removed  from  the  field.  To  the  second,  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  put  the  grain  first  in  the  barn,  for  it  could  be  drawn 
from  the  field  and  provisionally  brought  into  the  city.  To  the  third, 
that,  under  such  circumstances,  all  places  must  serve  as  threshing 
floors,  all  men  as  farmers  and  eveiy  stick  a  fiail.  To  the  fourth,  in 
justification  whereof  he  produces  a  declaration  from  the  farmers 
dwelline  on  his  own  Bouwery,  he  ought  to  blush  to  let  people  see 
by  the  aforesaid  Declaration  that  the  farmers  on  the  Manhattans, 
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being  busy  with  the  harvest,  could  not  attend  to  threshing,  and 
tlierefore  must,  including  the  Director's  servants,  be  induced  to  do 
such  work  by  promi)t  payment,  just  as  if  there  should  have  been  any 
difficulty  in  forcing  them  to  it.  Under  all  circumstances,  it  was 
not  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  that,  if  it  could  be  of  no  avail, 
seeing  that,  after  so  many  warnings,  the  opportunity  which  existed 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  frigates,  was  thrown  away.  And  if 
tlie  English  frightened  the  farmers  with  threats  of  burning,  he 
ought  to  have  constrained  them  by  similar  menaces  to  furnish  him 
supplies,  and  in  case  of  neglect,  at  once  to  have  made  an  example ; 
unless,  as  is  very  probable,  the  Director,  some  Councillors  and 
Clergymen  being  interested  in  Bouweries,  would  not  approve  of 
such  a  course,  through  fear  that  their  Bouweries  would  likewise 
have  to  suifer  in  return.  This  is  truly  a  matter  that  the  Company 
cannot  think  of  without  pain,  seeing  that  the  Province  evidently 
failed  to  be  supplied  or  defended,  in  order  that  private  farms  should 
not  be  destroyed. 

Thirdly.  Equally  unsound  is  the  very  silly  excuse  given  by  the 
aforesaid  Stuyvesant  for  iiis  abscence.  He  says,  that  he  set  out  on 
the  31''  of  August  for  the  Colonie  Rensselaers  AVyck  to  provide 
against  the  invasions  and  recently  committed  massacre  of  Northern 
Indians,  and,  therefore,  was  not  present  when  positive  intelligence 
was  received  of  the  arrival  of  the  Englisli  frigates  in  New  Nether- 
land.  For,  the  Director  using  such  expressions  in  his  letter  to  the 
Company  on  the  4"'  of  August,  respecting  tlie  approach  of  the  Eng- 
lish frigates,  ought  not  to  have  quit  the  fort  a  couple  of  days  after- 
wards, to  attend  to  matters  of  minor  importance,  leaving  the  Cap- 
ital, meanwhile,  unprovided  with  everything,  to  fall  a  prey  to  the 
approaching  and  expected  enemy.  And  if  the  scarcity  could  have 
been  prevented  by  his  presence  and  good  care,  as  it  is  shown  that 
it  could,  so  is  it  to  be  imputed  to  no  other  cause  than  his  un- 
seasonable visit  to  other  places.  For,  the  Company  is,  moreover, 
well  informed  that  the  aforesaid  journey  to  the  Colonie  Renselaers 
Wyck  was  undertaken  more  from  habit  and  to  attend  to  private 
affairs,  than  on  other  account,  since  those  of  Fort  Orange  and  the 
Colonie  Renslaers  Wyck  being  alarmed  by  the  Northern  Indians 
killing  some  cattle,  had,  on  the  14"'  of  July,  requested  only  advice 
and  counsel  from  the  said  Director,  who  satisfied  them  by  an  an- 
swer on  the  17'"  following  in  the  matter,  without  his  visit  having 
been  either  necessary  or  requested,  so  far  as  it  has  as  yet  appeared 
to  the  Company.  His  sojourn  there  from  the  6'"  or  7""  of  August  to 
the  24"*  or  25"",  when  he  returned,  can  easily  show  that  private 
affairs  must  have  detained  him  there,  shice  he  might  have  given  all 
his  orders  in  a  day  or  two,  and  he  was  absent  3  weeks  and  would 
have  remained  longer  away  had  he  not  been  called  home,  whereas 
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his  visit  to  tlie  General  Court  at  Boston,  8  days'  journey  from  New- 
York,  consumed  only  one  month. 

Finally,  tlie  aforesaid  Stuyvesant  says;  Tliat  the  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions was  caused,  anions  other  things,  by  the  arrival  of  the  ship 
Gideon  witli  between  three  and  four  hundred  Negroes.  Truly,  also, 
a  flimsy  excuse.  For,  besides  the  number  not  being  so  large,  one- 
fourth  of  them  had  been  delivered  to  the  officer  of  the  city's  Colonic 
on  the  South  river,  who  took  his  departure  with  them  for  the  South 
river  three  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  frigates,  because  lie  saw  the 
shape  things  were  taking  in  New  Netherland  and  around  tlie  gov- 
ernment; and  the  remainder  were  sold  shortly  after,  so  that  he  liad 
not  to  provide  for  them.  In  any  event,  had  he,  as  already  shown, 
made  provisions  seasonably,  and  as  he  was  bound  to  do,  the  afore- 
said Negroes  would  not  have  caused  any  scarcity,  which  conse- 
quently, is  again  to  be  imputed  to  his  neglect. 

As  the  Company  mentioned  the  late  transaction  of  Alrigh,  the 
city's  officer,  in  regard  to  the  cattle  purchased  for  the  South  river 
and  seized  by  the  English,  simply  to  show  that  Stuyvesant  had  also 
neglected  tlie  opportunity  to  supply  himself,  and  as  it  does  not  con- 
tain anything  essential,  the  Company  will  not  say  much  in  refuta- 
tion of  the  story  he  relates,  excejit  only  tliat:  It  ought  to  have  been 
thought  of  before  the  frigate  had  arrived,  when  it  would  have  been 
of  greater  service. 

Want  of  amnmnition  being  represented  as  the  second  fundamental 
cause  of  the  surrender  of  the  aforesaid  fort,  city  and  Province  of 
New  Netherland,  the  abovenamed  Company  will  also,  in  good  faith, 
plead  ignorance  of  tliat  want;  yea,  will,  on  the  contrary,  assert  that 
it  is  informed  for  certain  that,  if  there  had  not  been  a  sufficient 
supply  in  store,  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  gun]iowder  would 
be  found  among  the  Burghers,  and  particularly  at  Fort  Orange  and 
the  Colonic  Renslacrs  Wyck  among  the  traders;  yea,  that  full  600 
lbs.  alone  were  in  the  hands  of  a  certain  person,  a  merchant  at  Fort 
Orange,  who  declared  that  his  supply  was  very  small  compared  with 
that  of  other  traders.  The  reason  of  this  is,  tiiat  as  the  trade  at 
Fort  Orange  for  Beaver  and  otlier  peltry  must  be  carried  on  chiefly 
by  means  of  gunpoM'der,  and  as  the  trading  season  was  then  at  its 
height,  an  ample  sujiply  of  the  article  had,  no  doubt,  been  laid  in  by 
eacli  trader,  who,  exclusive  of  what  is  kept  in  store,  always  have  had 
a  well  stocked  public  powder-house  to  draw  on  in  proper  times  and 
circumstances.  Besides,  also,  five  thousand  pounds  in  tlie  hands  of 
the  city's  Director,  d'llinjossa,  on  the  South  river,  and  what  was  in 
the  private  ships  at  anchor  in  front  of  the  city,  without  being,  in  any- 
wise, subject  to  the  excuse  those  of  Fort  Orange  gave  the  Director  on 
the  14"'  July,  10G4,  when  he  requested  guni)Owder  of  them;. for  they 
only  say  that  tliey  had  need  of  their  powder,  on  account  of  the  scar- 
city.   And  such  was  the  case,  only  because  the  aforesaid  traders 
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would,  at  all  times,  be  uTiwillinp  to  deprive  themselves  of  i)owder, 
even  though  holding  a  large  quantity,  on  a  simple  request,  if  no 
further  constraint  was  to  follow,  in  order  not  to  be  dei)rived  of  their 
trade. 

•Tis,  indeed  true  that  the  aforesaid  gunpowder  was  not  to  be 
found  in  the  store;  but  here,  again,  is  to  be  considered  what  efforts 
the  Director-General  hath  made  to  provide  a  supply.  And  first,  to 
procure  gunpowder  from  Fori  Orange.  On  this  point,  nothing  else 
is  found  than  simply  that  he  had  written,  on  the  8'"  of  July,  1664, 
for  assistance  in  powder,  to  those  of  Fort  Orange  and  the  village  of 
Beverwyck,  who,  on  the  14'"  of  July  following,  in  a  long  letter  on 
other  matters,  answered,  saying  only  that  they  had  a  very  small 
supply.  The  aforsaid  Director  remained  satisfied  with  tliis,  when, 
rather  than  to  be  content  with  such  excuse,  he  ought  to  have  sent 
somebody  express,  in  such  an  important  matter,  to  Fort  Orange  to 
ascertain  the  truth  of  the  abovementi(^ied  scarcity,  well  aware  that 
gunpowder  is  found  always  and  in  abundance  among  traders,  especi- 
ally on  the  opening  of  the  trade  with  the  Lidians,  and  being  an 
article  of  contraband,  that  it  was  concealed  as  mucli  as  possible. 
This  was  of  somewhat  greater  importance  than  the  needless  and 
inexcusable  journey  which  he  took  to  those  places  on  the  6"'  or  7"" 
of  August,  when  he  could,  indeed  by  his  presence,  have  ordered  the 
public  powder-house  to  be  opened  and  insjiected,  and  have  the  houses 
of  the  private  traders  searched,  which,  also,  ought  to  liave  been  done 
in  the  city  of  New  Amsterdam.  And  there  is  no  doubt  but  more 
powder  would  have  been  discovered  than  he  had  need  of,  as  already 
stated.  But  people  were  satisfied  and  lay  waiting,  as  it  were  asleep 
and  with  open  arms,  for  the  enemy. 

Respecting  the  opportunity  afforded  by  tlie  gunpowder  in  the 
hands  of  Alexander  d'Hinojossa,  the  city's  Director  on  the  South 
river,  the  Company  stated  that  Director  d'Hinjossa  offered  his  pow- 
der, consisting  of  5,000  It) s.,  seasonably  to  Director  Stuyvesant,and 
that  the  latter  refused  it.  The  truth  or  falsehood  of  this  will  be 
sufiiciently  established  by  those  whom  your  Hon''"'^  Mightinesses 
may  resolve  to  instruct  to  prosecute  said  Stuyvesant,  since  the 
aforesaid  d'Hinjossa,  either  out  of  regard  for  the  aforesaid  Stuy- 
vesant, or  for  other  reasons,  cannot,  it  appears,  be  induced  by  the 
Campany  to  make  a  voluntary  declaration  on  this  subject,  whereunto 
the  Company  will  refer.  In  order,  then,  to  be  done  with  the  long 
story  which  said  Stuyvesant  fortifies  with  divers  reasons  and  argu- 
ments, we  pass  over  wliatever  he  produces  to  prove  that  he  hath  not 
refused  Director  d'llinjdssa's  offer ;  for.  that  was  not  what  the  Com- 
pany's Observations  alleged,  but  indeed  that  he  did  not  accept  it, 
which,  it  appears,  he  did  not  even  attemi)t  to  do ;  and  we  merely  say, 
that  he  does  not  show  that  said  d'Hinojossa  hath  refused  him  the  pow- 
der (which  he  ought  to  have  proved  if  he  could  clear  himself  on  this 
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point),  but  merely  produces  a  note  he  wrote  in  July.  and.  as  he  sub- 
stantially says,  receiving  no  answer,  gave  himself  no  further  trouble 
about  the  matter,  prosecuting  his  needless  journey  to  Fort  Orange 
when  he  might  better  have  despatched  somebody  express  to  Di- 
rector d'Hinojossa  than  to  have  gone  in  person  to  Fort  Orange,  it 
being  of  very  little  importance,  as  he  could  not,  at  all  events,  send 
for  the  powder  on  the  arrival  of  the  frigates.  For  brevity's  sake, 
then,  the  Company  will  only  rei)eat  what  it  hath  remarked  in  regard 
to  the  i)rovisions,  viz:  that  having  suflicient  advice  and  notice  of 
the  coniuig  of  the  English  frigates,  he  ought  to  have  embraced 
every  opportunity  and  not  waited  for  their  arrival. 

The  aforesaid  writing  having  stated  tliat  the  powder  on  board  the 
ships  and  in  the  city  was  of  little  moment,  the  Company  will  not 
enlarge  thereupon  but,  ])roi)erly  speaking,  come  at  last  to  what  is 
principally  to  be  remarked  in  this  scarcity,  to  wit :  That  the  Director 
hath  not  sent  here  for  a  suticient  quantity  of  gunpowder  in  order 
to  luive  a  supply  at  a  proper  time,  since  the  Company  knew  nothing 
of  tlie  state  of  the  store,  and  the  aforesaid  Director,  whenever  in 
want  is,  agreeably  to  the  order  usually  observed  in  all  foreign  pos- 
sessions, in  the  habit  of  sending  over  a  list  of  all  sorts  of  necessa- 
ries, according  to  which  the  Company  is  in  the  habit  of  regulating 
itself.  If  he  make  no  requisition  for  powder,  or  an  insufficient  one, 
the  greatest  blame  is  to  be  im{)uted  to  him,  should  a  scarcity  after- 
wards occur.  This  is,  indeed,  the  princii)al  point,  and,  therefore, 
his  defence  must  turn  somewhat  hereupon  ;  for  all  that  goes  before 
can  come  into  consideration  only  in  case  he  had  perfoi-med  his  duty 
in  the  premises;  and  his  duty  not  being  discharged  therein,  no  at- 
tention ouglit  to  be  paid  to  the  rest.  Stuyvesant's  entire  defence 
rests,  then,  on  this  point:  That  he  generally  did  always  transmit 
sufficient  requisitions,  quoting,  for  that  purpose,  divers  letters 
written  between  the  years  1652  and  1662,  in  each  of  which  he  made 
requisition  for  a  good  quantity  of  powder.  This  the  Company  does 
not  gainsay.  In  like  manner,  Suiyvesant  must  admit  that  powder 
was  sent  on  the  aforesaid  requisitions,  according  to  the  urgency  of 
the  circumstan-jes.  But  indeed  that,  as  all  these  requisitions  do  not 
come  into  consideration,  being  made  years  before  this  last  attempt 
of  the  English  against  the  Company,  the  investigation  must  be  re- 
stricted to  what  the  aforesaid  Director  did,  in  the  year  1663,  con- 
sider the  condition  of  the  store  to  have  been,  when  the  encroach- 
ments of  the'English  and  their  menaces  were  so  far  advanced  that 
he  with  such  loud  exclamations,  so  earnestly  wrote  to  the  Company 
respecting  the  critical  state  of  the  Company's  ])ossessions  and  his 
apprehension  for  them.  Then  it  will  be  found  that  the  said  Di- 
rector did,  in  November,  1663.  at  the  time  the  last  Petition  was  sent 
hither,  when  he  had  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  maga- 
zine, of  the  apparent  alienation  of  the  English  and  of  the  coming 
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of  the  frigates,  as  proved  by  the  letter  to  the  Company  dated  10'" 
November,  16G3,  and  what  further  lias  been  hereinbefore  produced, 
make  a  requisition  for  only  1.2()U  lbs.  of  gunpowder,  he  being  api»a- 
rently  of  the  opinion  that  with  that  quantity  he  had  a  sufficient 
supply,  as  ai)pears  by  the  requisition.  He  seems  to  be  ashamed  to 
state  this,  as  in  his  foregoing  writing,  he  begins  at  the  year  1653, 
but  not  continumg  to  tlie  year  1603,  stops  short  at  tlie  year  1662,  in 
order  not  to  expose  his  guilt.  The  requisition  for  1,200  lbs.  of  gun- 
powder, whicli  was  made  in  November,  1G63,  was  received  here  on 
the  29'''  December  and  complied  with  by  tlie  first  ships  sent  hence 
in  the  spring  of  tlie  year  1664,  and  the  Director  aforesaid  received 
the  article  by  those  same  ships.  Your  Honors  will  be  able  to  discern 
hereby  whether  it  be  untrue  that  the  Comi)aiiy  hath  fully  complied 
with  even  the  last  requisition,  and  whether  the  aforesaid  Director, 
receiving  what  he  lastly  demanded,  can  accuse  the  Company  and 
acquit  himself  because  the  supply  is  found  to  be  inadequate,  or 
whether  he  is  not  wholly  to  blame  if  the  English  found  liim  without 
a  supply  of  powder,  as  he  had  not  made  a  sufficient  requisition. 
"Which,  being  evidently  false,  the  abovenamed  Company  will  only 
annex  the  last  requisition  hereunto,  and  request  that  it  may  be 
compared  with  the  Powder-account  produced  by  him,  as  it  will 
appear  therefrom  that  he  had  received  the  powder,  and  the  truth  of 
the  aforesaid  will  be  further  substantiated  thereby.  And  herewith 
concluding  this  point,  we  shall  merely  add,  that  more  economy 
might  have  been  observed  with  the  powder  than  has  been  practiced, 
especially  when  people  in  the  last  extremity  did  not  hesitate  to  tire 
off  the  sixth  part  of  all  the  powder  in  the  fort,  to  salute  the  English 
Commissioners.  But  State,  it  appears,  must  be  kept  up  and  the 
Englishman  admitted  inside. 

Hence  it  is  clearly  manifest  that  either  the  aforesaid  places  have 
been  well  supplied  with  provisions  and  ammunition,  or  that  the 
failure  thereof  is  to  be  ascribed  to  no  other  person  than  the  Director- 
General;  and  accordingly,  also,  the  consequences  which  followed 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  aforesaid  scarcity,  principally  consisting 
of  what  the  Director  aforesaid  is  urging  in  his  Report ; 

To  wit :  The  third  point  of  his  defence— the  Unwillingness  of  the 
Burghers  to  defend  the  city — since  all  the  world  sufficiently  knows 
what  zeal  they  had  exhibited  to  protect  their  i)roperty;  working 
with  all  their  might  at  the  defence  of  the  place,  until  the  want  of 
provisions  and  ammunition  was  instilled  into  their  minds  by  the 
government,  and  the  enemy's  strength  represented  to  be  much 
greater  than  it  was  in  fact,  and  moreover,  security  for  their  private 
property  had  been  given  by  the  English,  in  case  of  surrender;  and 
finally,  until  the  two  frigates  passed  the  fort  unobstructed,  when 
their  courage  began  to  fail  and  the  idea  of  surrender  gained  ground, 
on  perceiving  the  intention  of  the  government  after  it  had  permitted 
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the  aforesaid  frigates  to  pass  freely  the  fort  utiinipeded  ;  although, 
under  all  circumstances,  it  is  sutiiciently  shown  in  the  Observations 
aforesaid,  that  the  unwillingness  of  tiie  Burghers  to  fight,  cannot 
be  any  excuse  for  him,  inasmuch  as  it  was  liis  duty  to  defend  the 
fort.  Such  being  his  api)rehension  also,  lie  endeavors  to  defend 
himself  by  saying,  that  the  fort  was  declared  untenable  and,  at  any 
event,  even  were  it  maintained,  that  the  whole  Province  could  not 
be  preserved  thereby.  He  submits  in  conlirmation  hereof,  four 
reasons,  which  convict  rather  than  acquit  him,  as  will  be  most 
clearly  proved  to  your  Hon'''''  Mightinesses  in  tiie  following,  since 
all  that  he  alleged  of  the  untenableness  of  tiie  aforesaid  fort, 
might  have  been  remedied  and  cared  for  by  a  good,  upriglit,  faith- 
ful and  provident  Director,  before  the  English  had  arrived  there ; 
as  the  Company  had  recommended,  instructed  and  commanded, 
by  repeated  despatches,  but  in  vain.  For,  as  regards  the  first 
and  second,  concerning  the  condition  of  the  fort  and  the  rampart 
and  wall,  'tis  indeed  true  that  the  fort  was  at  first  constructed 
to  resist  the  incursions  of  the  Barbarians;  but  'tis  also  true, 
that  it  was  afterwards  so  strengthened  by  a  rampart  and  an  earthen 
wall,  that,  if  kept  in  good  condition,  it  need  not  fear  any  assault 
from  Euroj)ean  arms.  In  any  case,  it  should  not  have  been  con- 
structed so  weak  as  to  require  its  surrender  to  the  enemy  with- 
out firing  a  gun  or  striking  a  blow,  it  being  remarkable  in  all  Stuy- 
vesant's  complaining  and  other  letters  that  no  mention  was  once 
made  of  the  bad  condition  of  said  fortress.  This  omission  was  not 
without  a  reason.  As  he  had  been  expressly  commanded  to  put  it 
into  a  posture  of  defence,  by  complaining  lie  would  have  shown 
that  he  had  neglected  to  perform  his  duty  in  the  matter  of  obeying 
issued  orders ;  preferring  to  incur  excessive  expenses  of  late  years 
for  tlie  embellishment  of  the  city,  by  tiie  construction  and  erection 
of  very  costly  stone  buildings  (steene  werken)  rather  than  bring  the 
fort  into  a  state  of  defence,  to  enable  him  in  due  time  to  resist  the 
enemy ;  for  no  affidavits  will  be  produced  that  said  fort  could  not 
have  been  brought  into  a  defensive  condition  ;  so  that  it  has  either 
been  neglected  by  the  aforesaid  Director  or  not  found  to  be  so  un- 
tenable as  he  represents.  The  declaration  of  Fiscal  and  Councillor 
Silla  avails  nothing ;  lie  hath  sufficienty  demonstrated,  by  all  his 
actions,  that  he  was  resolved  nut  lo  offer  any  resistance ;  much  less 
have  the  declarations  further  produced  on  this  point  by  the  afore- 
said Stuyvesant,  for  reasons  aforesaid,  any  application,  because  they 
refer  directly  only  to  the  damage  to  the  Burghers,  and  consequently 
merely  refer  to  the  state  of  the  fort ;  showing  sufficiently  tliat  the 
defence  of  the  aforesaid  place  would  not  have  been  acceptable  to 
them:  they  therefore  depreciate  the  said  fort  as  much  as  possible. 
The  Company  is  sufficiently  assured  tiiat  Jacob  Backer,  tlie  Direct- 
or's brother-in-law  and  one  of  the  deponents,  has  been  one  of  the 
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most  active  in  discouraging  the  Burghers,  saying  everywhere  that 
it  WHS  as  impossible  to  resist  the  English  as  to  touch  the  heavens 
with  one's  hands.  Thirdly,  he  alleges  that  the  fort  was  encom- 
passed round  about  by  houses.  Truly  a  poor  reason  and  still  weaker, 
that  he  could  not,  on  account  of  the  damage  to  the  Burghers,  re- 
solve on  pulling  them  down,  as  the  Company  on  its  ()l)servations 
hatli  demonstrated,  ought  to  have  been  done.  For,  here  was  no 
longer  any  question  of  profit  or  loss  to  the  Burghers  who  had  aban- 
doned the  defence  of  the  city.  The  defence  of  the  fort  only  must 
be  looked  to,  even  though  all  the  houses  had  to  be  pulled  down ;  for, 
the  fort,  and  consequently  occupation,  once  lost,  the  Stale  and  Com- 
pany lost  everything.  But  'tis  here  again  to  be  regretted  t!iat  the 
Company  was  served  by  men  wiio  preferred  to  save  their  own  prop- 
erty, which  they  had  gained  in  the  Company's  employ,  than  to  ob- 
serve their  oath  and  honor.  The  aforesaid  Director  would  have 
easily  enough  resolved  upon  the  pulling  down  of  the  aforesaid  build- 
ings, ^\^re  it  not  that  Councillors  and  Clergymen  were  desirous  of 
saving  their  houses  lying  next  the  foit;  for.  when  the  question  of 
resistance  or  fighting  was  under  deliberation,  it  was  openly  stated 
in  Council,  that,  if  people  should  fight,  the  Commonalty  must  have 
a  promise  that  the  Company  will  indemnify  every  one  who  would 
sulfer  loss  of  house  or  goods ;  and  that  none  of  the  Directors  would 
thank  any  man  who  may  lose  an  arm  or  a  leg.  'Tis  a  matter  of 
little  moment  that  the  Burgiiers,  when  their  houses  would  be  pulled 
down,  should  be  obliged  to  retire  into  the  fort,  and  that  their  wives 
and  little  ones  could  not  find  shelter  there ;  for  he  ought  to  have 
known  that  those  who  could  not  be  accommodated,  ought  to  have 
looked  out  for  a  place  of  safety  and  retire  there,  as  Secretary  and 
Councillor  Van  Ruyven  took  care  to  do  for  liis  wife,  whom  he  sent, 
with  other  women,  not  to  be  troubled  about  them  as  he  said,  to  the 
English,  they  being  friends.  This  apj^ears  by  the  certificate.  The 
aforesaid  Director-General  ought  to  have  known  that  he  was  not  a 
Militia  Captain,  but  a  servant  of  the  Company  and  Commandant 
of  its  fort,  and  have  followed  the  example  of  many  other  Command- 
ants who  have,  to  the  utmost,  defended  for  their  masters  the  strong- 
holds intrusted  to  them,  even  through  the  cities  may  be  all  reduced, 
and  did  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  moved  by  the  flattering  tongues 
of  Preachers  and  others  who  were  troubled  about  their  private  prop- 
erty, without  regarding  the  interest  of  the  State  and  Company.  The 
last  consideration  on  tlie  weakness  of  the  aforesaid  fort,  he  founds 
on  the  number  of  its  enemies.  But,  having  spoken  hereof  in  the 
last  of  ti)ose  observations,  the  Company  will  refer  thereto  and  leave 
the  said  Director  to  answer  what  is  contained  in  the  aforesaid  depo- 
sition, namely ;  that  the  force  before  the  fort  was  not  considerable 
enough  to  overcome  it ;  and  again  only  say,  to  put  him  to  shame, 
that  'tis  not  true  that  thev  were  unable  to  resist  the  encroacliments 
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and  incursions  of  tlie  New  Enjjlanders  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
fripites,  Init  that  people  (notwithstanding  iterated  orders)  neither 
■would  nor  dared  offer  opposition,  all  through  fear  that  here  or  theie 
they  might  be  injured  in  tlieir  bouweries  ;  the  fact  being,  by  all  re- 
ports, that  this  entire  mob  of  ill-armed  rebels  was  not  one  hundred 
and  fifty  strong,  and  that  their  leader  was  not  commissioned  by  any 
one,  and  consequently,  if  opposed,  would  not  have  received  assist- 
ance from  any  (luarter. 

The  further  excuse  that  there  was  no  cistern  in  the  fort,  sounds 
very  strange  to  the  Company,  who  now  hear  the  fact  for  the  tirst 
time.  Yet,  when  looked  into  more  closely,  and  the  eye  is  cast  on 
the  situation  of  the  place,  'tis  true  that  close  by  the  fort  was  a  well 
of  water  which  could,  with  a  little  trouble,  be  conveyed  into  the 
place.  But,  besides  tliis,  the  fort  might  have  been  furnished  with 
water-barrels,  as  the  ship  Qideon  alone  could  supply  plenty  to  stock 
the  fort  for  three  months,  exclusive  of  those  which  still  remained 
in  the  city. 

The  fourth  jioint  was  :  that  they  had  no  hope  of  relief.  This  is 
spread  out  so  broad,  as  if,  for  this  reason  alone,  the  place  ought  not 
be  defended.  On  this  point  the  Company  will  merely  persist  in 
what  is  stated  in  its  observations,  and  accordingly  submit,  that  it 
could  not  know  what  the  aforesaid  Director  also  might  say  if  no  re- 
lief should  arrive.  In  all  cases,  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  surrender 
such  a  place  witliout  striking  a  blow,  especially  so  long  as  it  was 
not  really  attacked :  for,  as  regards  relief,  they  did  not  know  what 
help  would  arrive  from  Fatherland,  because  the  Company's  last 
letters  had  assured  them  of  immediate  assistance  or  a  settlement  of 
the  Boundary.  Consequantly.  tlie  one  or  the  other  being  to  happen, 
he  ought  not  to  have  adopted  so  rash  a  resolution.  Besides,  the 
Company  has  as  much  cause  for  positively  asserting  that  the  Eng- 
lish, on  seeing  the  Director  putting  himself  in  a  posture  of  defence 
and  having  the  courage  to  repel  tliem.  would  not  have  attacked  the 
place,  as  the  Director  for  saying  that  no  relief  was  at  hand.  And 
for  the  preceding  reasons,  the  Company  will  pass  over  the  long  de- 
tail which  the  Dii'ector  makes  in  his  aforesaid  writing  of  other 
events  in  the  foregoing  years,  as  both  irrelevant  and  immaterial, 
and  once  more  conclude  on  this  i)oint :  That  he  ought  to  have  waited 
until  he  saw  the  enemy  commence  the  attack  before  he  resolved  on 
the  surrender  of  the  place  for  want  of  assistance. 

He  is  unable  to  answer  the  Observation  which  the  Company 
mooted  in  its  last  argument,  except  by  a  question :  Whether  the 
Com])any's  interpretation  quadrates  with  what  he  presupi)oses,and 
if  the  Conii)any's  conclusion  agree  with  his?  To  Miiich  the  Com- 
will  say,  that  it  hath  not  attempted  to  intrepret  his  i)resumption, 
but  to  prove  that,  even  though  it  were  correct,  yet  he  had  not 
performed  his  duty  and  consequently  his  conclusion  was  most  un- 
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founded.  Even  admittinfj  it  to  be  true  tbat  tlie  Enfjlisli  without 
any  reinforcement  from  Old  England,  were  stronger  tlian  he,  and 
therefore,  when  reinforced  by  a  larger  body  from  Old  England,  so" 
much  the  more  able  to  reduce  New  Netherland  under  English 
authority,  and,  from  all  appearance,  in  case  of  war,  New  Neth- 
erland was  to  be  conquered  by  the  English ;  yet  it  did  not  follow 
that  the  aforesaid  place  must  be  surrendered  on  that  account,  but 
on  the  contrary  ;  and  this  is  the  Company's  conclusion  : 

It  ought  to  have  been  defended  until  the  English  had  reduced 
it  by  their  overwhelming  force.  And  hereu])on  the  Company  will 
willingly  abide  by  your  Hon*"'^  Mightinesses'  decision.  But  as  the 
aforesaid  IStuyvesant  cyphers  everywhere  so  amply  the  greatness  of 
the  English  force,  and  relies  on  it  in  divers  i)laces,  the  Company, 
therefore,  will,  on  this  occasion,  lay  before  your  Hon"'=  Mightinesses 
its  experience  and  observations,  from  which  'twill  be  found  that 
even  his  above  stated  supposition  is  false.  In  order  to  show  dis- 
tinctly the  true  state  of  ttie  abovementioned  force,  let  us  consider 
the  strength  of  the  New  England  English  and  that  of  the  English 
reinforcement  which  came  from  Old  England.  As  regards  the 
former,  the  Director  will  never  prove  that,  previous  to  the  arrival 
of  the  English  frigates,  those  of  New  England,  both  foot  and  horse, 
numbered  any  more  than  150  men  ;  nor  that,  by  the  arrival  of  the 
English  frigates,  the  aforesaid  troop  became  stronger,  or  numbered 
more,  than  84  foot  and  50  horse.  According  to  the  reports  of  those 
who  had  any  knowledge  of  the  matter  and  came  into  the  city,  and 
especially  according  to  the  assurance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Midwout 
who  came  into  the  city  on  the  4"'  of  September,  the  New  England- 
ers  were  not  more  tlian  the  afoiesaid  84  foot,  quartered  in  Amers- 
foort.  and  50  horse  at  Midwout,  having  no  knowledge  of  any  other 
accession.  And  this  alo..e  is  what  must  be  considered,  and  not  how 
many  people  are  in  New  England  and  how  many  in  New  Nether- 
land, because  the  JNew  Englanders,  being  farmers  and  planters,  did 
not  stand  prepared  to  commence  the  war,  but  would,  without  doubt, 
have  met  the  English  frigates  with  the  same  answer  the  Dutch 
farmers  gave  Director  Stuyvesant  when  he  made  a  requisition  on 
them  for  every  3'  man — howbeit  the  New  Netherlanders  were  thor- 
oughly resolved  to  come  up  altogether,  in  order,  when  the  third  man 
was  called  on.  not  to  leave  the  rest  to  the  mercy  of  the  Englisli,  liad 
it  not  been  for  the  exaggerations  of  the  aforesaid  .Stuvvesant  re- 
specting the  approach  of  the  English  from  New  England — for.  tlie 
Company  knows  sutHciently  well  what  cannot  serve  him  as  an  ex- 
cuse, that  he  hath  no  information  in  the  world  save  his  own  imag- 
ination, and  having  sent  no  person  out  for  information,  hath  laid 
hold  of  those  rumors  which  appeared  to  him  most  i)lausible,  in  or- 
der to  surrender  the  place.  For,  the  cowardice  of  the  Burghers 
mostly  proceeded  from  the  circumstance  that  the  boors  on  the  afore- 
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said  Stuyvesant's  bouwerie,  having  been  to  the  English  General  for 
a  safeguard  for  tlie  Director's  bouwerie,  came  and  reported  that  the 
English  were  full  800  strong,  which,  had  good  spies  been  sent  out, 
would  have  been  found  to  be  false,  and,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
English,  wlio  had  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  frigates,  did  not 
number  more  than  150  strong,  withont  there  being  any  appearance 
of  a  reinforcement.  Now,  as  regards  the  second  force,  wliich  came 
from  Old  England,  the  aforesaid  Director  never  can  prove,  in  the 
course  of  his  whole  life,  that  it  numbered  more  than  four  frigates 
of  the  following  rates  :  One  of  8G,  one  of  80,  one  of  16  and  tlie  fourth 
of  ten  guns,  the  heaviest  being  twelve  pounders;  nor,  that  more 
than  tlnee  companies  of  soldiers  had  come,  viz..  General  Nicols', 
Colonel  Cartwrighfs  and  Sir  Carr's,  making  together  about  250 
men  ;  nor  that  on  board  the  aforesaid  4  ships  were  there  more  than 
180  matrosses.  Were  the  aforesaid  Director  disposed  to  obtain  re- 
liable information  hereof,  he  could  have  had  plenty ;  but  he  took  no 
information  on  tiie  point.  The  Company  is  well  informed  that  one 
Isaack  de  Foreest,  having  been  released,  with  a  wounded  soldier,  by 
the  English  on  tiie  3P'  of  August,  the  soldier  was  not  examined, 
but  rather  the  aforesaid  Foreest,  wlio,  greatly  exaggerating  the 
English  force,  was  believed,  and  that,  on  the  4'"  of  September,  some 
persons  being  in  the  city  from  Amersfoort  and  Midwout,  sufiiciently 
divulged  and  affirmed  that  the  number  of  the  English  was  as  small 
as  is  above  truly  stated.  This  is  also  to  be  inferred,  from  the  fact 
that  the  aforesaid  frigates  could  not  carry  a  thousand  men  ;  every 
one  conversant  with  navigation,  knowing  well  the  capacity  of  a  brig 
of  10  and  one  of  16  guns,  and  that  tlie  aforesaid  ships  have  had  in 
all  400  men  on  board,  which  number  sufficiently  incumbered  them. 
The  Comjiany,  therefore,  plainly  asserts  (and  'tis  also  the  truth) 
that  all  the  rhodomontades  of  thousands  and  thousands  of  men  have 
nothing  substantial  to  cover  them,  and  were  fictions,  with  which 
men  have  deceived,  first,  the  people  yonder,  and  now  would  wish  to 
impose  on  your  Hon''-'  Mightinesses,  had  not  the  truth  been  made 
manifest  after  the  surrender  of  the  fort,  when  the  English  (as  the 
Company  reasserts  and  proves  by  certificate),  did  not  have  the  cour- 
age to  look  at  the  Company's  garrison  marching  out,  whilst  rage, 
which  possessed  the  men  for  having  abandoned  such  a  fortress  with- 
out striking  a  blow,  had  so  far  carried  them  away,  that  they  would, 
without  doubt,  have  attacked  the  English  in  the  open  field,  who 
(the  Company  repeats  and  defies  proof  of  tlie  contrary),  marched  in 
with  only  two  companies,  scarcely  or  hardly  as  strong  as  those  which 
marched  out,  viz.,  Nicols'  and  Carr's  companies,  each  in  three  di- 
visions of  three  files  each,  the  first  and  last  of  which  marched  5,  the 
centre  4,  men  abreast,  being  therefore  168  men  strong:  the  third 
company,  under  Cartwriglit,  being  the  remainder  of  all  the  troops 
that  came  from  Old  England,  lay  at  Tiie  Ferry  until  the  ship  Gideon 
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had  sailed  with  the  Company's  f^carrison,  when  it  went  first  to  Fort 
Orange,  through  fear  tliat  if  it  left  sooner,  the  Coini)any's  soldiers, 
seeing  themselves  as  strong  as  the  others,  would  have  made  an  at- 
tack on  tlie  Fort.     To  prevent  this,  the  aforesaid  Stnyvesant  took, 
also,  good  care  tliat  the  soldiers  should  not  he  furnished  with  pow- 
der, which  was  intrusted  to  Cai)taiu  Kreyger  until  they  would  sail. 
"Wherewith,  coming  to  the  conclusion  drawn  by  tlie  Company  in 
in  its  Observations,  whicli  consists  of  acts  of  omission  whereof  the 
Director  lias  been  guilty,  it  will  pass  over  the  first,  second  and  foiurth, 
which  are  hereinbefore  equally  answered  in  tlie  last,  and  the  remain- 
der are  not  of  much  imjiortance,  consistuig  only  of  acts  that  are 
susceptible  of  a  favorable  as  well  as  of  an  unfavorable  interpreta- 
tion, according  to  particulars  of   history  and  circumstances,  all 
winch  the  Company  cannot  find  exactly  conformable  to  the  truth  ; 
observing  only,  on  the  second,  that  it  could  not  perceive,  from  the 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  who  were  deputed  to  the  English, 
that  they  were  sent  to  collect  information  ;  and  on  the  fourth,  that 
'tis,  indeed,  true  that  the  English  had  given  a  promise  of  freedom 
to  all  the  villages,  and  that  such  was  known  in  the  city,  which,  how- 
ever, did  not  know  that  the  English  would  treat  it  in  this  manner 
until  the  letter  had  been  communicated.    But,  coming  to  tlie  third : 
Is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  such  a  poor  defence  was  made  ?  for  he, 
himself,  admits  that  he  had  neither  ordered  nor  forbad  firing.    In 
truth,  whether  this  becomes  a  Director-General  or  not,  the  Com- 
pany need  not  add  any  more ;  It  only  says,  that  'tis  an  action  that 
never  can  be  palliated  in  a  Director-General,  to  stand  between  the 
gabions  looking  at  two  hostile  frigates  passing  the  fort  and  the 
mouths  of  20  pieces  of  cannon,  several  of  them  demi-cartoons,  and 
n(>t  give  an  order  to  prevent  them,  but,  on  the  contrary,  lend  an  ear 
to  Clergymen  and  other  craven-hearted  people,  pretending  that  he 
was  wishing  to  order  fire,  yet  will  allow  himself  to  be  led  in  from 
the  rampart  between  the  Clergymen,  and  then,  for  the  first  time, 
give  himself  any  trouble  after  the  frigates  have  passed,  when,  for 
the  first  time,  he  will  march  forth  to  prevent  a  landing.    The  excuse 
he  gives,  that  it  was  resolved  not  to  commence  the  first  act  of  hos- 
tility, is  a  very  poor  one ;  for,  the  English  had  committed  all  acts 
of  hostility,  carrying  off  the  city's  cattle  and  the  boat  in  which  the 
slaves  were,  taking  one  of  the  soldiers  who  was  with  them,  prisoner 
after  he  had  been  wounded,  capturing  Claes  Verbraeck's  sloop,  af- 
terwards taking  Isaac  de  Foreest  prisoner,  forbidding  the  farmers 
furnishing  supplies,  firing  shot  at  the  St.  Jacobus  boat,  and  lastly, 
summoning  the  city  and  fort,  in  order  to  save  the  shedding  of  blood, 
and  committing  many  other  acts,  too  many  to  be  here  related  ;  so 
that  there  was  no  difficulty  to  answer  them  in  the  same  manner. 
The  instance  with  which  lie  supports  the  above  cited  resolution,  is 
not  applicable  in  the  present  case  ;  for,  in  that  the  Company  being 
o4-VoL.  V. 
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the  agprressor,  'twas  considered  best  to  receive  an  attack  first  and 
then,  being  constrained,  to  defend;  it  had  rather  that  no  attack 
liad  been  made  and  the  i)hice  been  left  at  peace.  The  two  cases  be- 
ing different,  the  reasoning  cannot  apply. 

The  Company  considers  all  those  Observations,  heretofore  sub- 
mitted, amply  sufhcient  to  convict  the  aforesaid  Stuyvesant  of 
neglect.  But  the  two  following 'i)oints  having  been  afterwards  laid 
before  the  Company,  wliereof  it  had  no  knowledge,  it  will  submit 
them  to  your  Hon'''"'  Mightinesses,  and  tlieii  close: 

To  wit :  first.  When  the  first  frigate  had  previously  come  alone, 
the  Director  sent  for  the  Captain  of  the  ship  Gideon,  to  ascertain 
whether  he  was  fully  determined  to  attack  her  ?  The  skipi)er  de- 
clared. Yes,  whenever  he  should  be  supplied  with  some  soldiers  and 
munitions  of  war.  The  Director,  having  it  in  his  power  to  employ 
not  only  that  ship  but  also  the  others,  yea,  when  reque.sted  by  Sec- 
retary Van  Kuyven  to  do  so,  would  not  consent,  and  shamefully 
berated  and  abused  the  aforesaid  Secretary  for  such  advice,  where- 
by the  whole  English  design  would  have  been  easily  broken  up. 

Secondly  :  the  English  having  committed  all  acts  of  hostility  pos- 
sible, the  aforesaid  Director  did  not  take  into  consideration  that 
they  had  come  to  The  Ferry  with  only  two  companies,  very  tired 
and  feeble,  and  that  their  ammunition  being  also  conveyed  there, 
the  finest  opportunity  in  the  world  i)resented  itself  to  determine 
whether  they  could  not  be  attacked  there,  in  whicli  case  the  ammu- 
nition and  all  could  be  set  on  fire.  The  night  afforded  sufticient 
opportunity,  and  the  military  was  strong  enough  for  this  exploit, 
and  no  doubt  they  would  be  seconded  from  the  Dutch  villages,  but 
this  with  otlier  opportunities  was  allowed  to  slip,  in  order  not  to 
give  offence  to  the  English. 

The  Company  now  believing  that  it  has  fulfilled  your  Hon'"'^ 
Mightinesses'  intention,  will  only  again  say,  in  conclusion,  that  the 
sole  cause  and  reason  for  the  loss  of  the  aforesaid  place,  were  these ; 
The  Authorities,  and  the  chief  otficer,  being  very  deeply  interested 
in  lands,  bouweries  and  buildings,  were  unwilling  to  offer  any  op- 
position, first,  at  the  time  of  the  English  encroachments,  in  order 
thereby  not  to  afford  any  pretext  for  firing  and  destroying  their 
properties;  and,  having  always  paid  more  attention  to  their  particu- 
lar affairs  than  to  the  Company's  interests.  New  Amsterdam  was 
found,  on  the  arrival  of  the  English  frigates,  as  if  an  enemy  was 
never  to  be  expected.  And,  finally,  that  the  Director,  first  follow- 
ing the  example  of  heedless  interested  parties,  gave  himself  no  other 
concern  than  about  the  prosperity  of  iiis  bouweries,  and,  when  the 
pinch  came,  allowed  himself  to  be  rode  over  by  Clergymen,  women 
and  cowards,  in  order  to  surrender  to  tlie  English  what  he  could 
defend  with  reputation,  for  the  sake  of  thus  saving  their  private 
properties.    And  the  Company  will  further  leave  to  your  Hon'*'* 
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Mifihtinesses'  pood  and  prudent  wisdom,  what  more  ought  to  be 
done  ill  this  case,  hoping  that  you  will  take  care  that  the  remem- 
brance of  such  examples  in  future  sliall  not  serve  as  a  precedent  or 
a  justification  to  others ;  as  the  examples  of  Brasil  and  Angola  were 
made  by  this  Director  so  incorrectly  and  unjustly  to  apply  to  his  de- 
fence. Which  doing,  &c. 

(Signed),  MICH' TEN  HOVE. 


PROCLAMATION  FOR  A  DAY  OF  HUMILIATION  AND 
THANKSGIVING. 


In  FORT  W"  Hendkick  this  15'''  of  Novemb".    [1673.] 
Trusty  &  Welboloved  :  Concidering  the  Manifold  Blessings 
«fc  favours  w"=''  the  Boimtifull  &  Merciful  god  hath  bene  pleazed 
graciously  to  Bestow  uppon  this  Province  and  the  Inhabitants  there- 
of amongst  w"^  is  to  be  Esteemed  beyond  all  others  the  free  &  pure 
worshipp  of  god  W^*"  Blessing  together  w""  all  others  ought  Not  only 
to  drawe  &  oblidge  us  to  dutifull  thanckfulnesse  but  also  to  meek- 
nesse  &  Rependance  because  of  our  Manifold  sins  &  Transgressions 
to  the  End  the  s**  Blessings  &  favours  of  our  god  may  be  Continued 
towards  us  &  this  People  &  Country  be  free  from  this  weldeserved 
Wroth  &  Indignation,  Know  Yee  tlierefore  that  wee  have  thought 
it  Necessary  &  do  by  these  Presents  order  &  Proclaime  an  univer- 
sal! day  of  fast  humiliation  &  thancksgiveing  w"''  shall  be  held  w^-in 
this  Province  on  the  first  Wednesday  on  every  moiuith  &  begunn  on 
the  first  wesnesday  of  the  next  ensuing  month  of  Decemb'  being 
Second  day  of  the  s^  Month,  &  soo  Alsoo  uppon  Every  first  Wednes- 
day of  y"  month  thereunto  Ensuing ;  And  to  the  End  the  s'  day  of 
humiliation  «&  thankxgiveing  may  bee  the  better  put  in  practice  & 
due  Execution,  Wee  do  hereby  strictly  prohibite  &  forbid  on  the 
s^  day  of  humiliation  Thankxgiving  all  manner  of  Labour  &  exer- 
cizings  of  hunting  ffisshing  gaming  Excesse  in  drinckiug  and  the 
Lyke  &  all  Inkeepers  &  ordinaris  not  to  Retayle  any  Licquors  or 
drinke  uppon  Penalty  of  Corporall  Punishment,  To  the  true  p'"form- 
ance  of  w^"  wee  do  hereby  stricktly  order  &  Comand  all  Magistrates 
officers  «&  Justices  of  this  Province  &  prolecute  against  the  Trans- 
gressions according  to  the  Tenn"" :  thereof  and  to  Cause  this  Procla- 
mation to  bee  published  in  due  time  &  place,  Soo  wee  Recommand 
you  to  the  Protextion  of  the  Almighty  godt ; 
Trusty  &  welbeloved 

Your  Loving  ffrinds 

ANTONY  COLVE. 
By  order  of  tlie  govern'  generall  &  Councell  of  the  Niew  Nether 

lands. 

N :  BAYARD  Secret>. 
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PROCLAMATION  OF  GOVERNOR  COLYE. 


Whereas,  some  Englishmen  of  Maryland  have  driven  the  sub- 
jects of  this  government,  in  a  very  strange  and  cruel  manner,  from 
their  dwellings  and  by  burning  the  same,  ruined  those  people, 
whereby  many  are  doubtless  stripped  of  all  means  of  support,  there- 
fore have  I  deemed  it  necessary  hereby  to  proclaim  and  make  known 
that  means  shall  be  provided  for  feeding  and  supporting  all  such 
refugees,  both  Dutch  and  English,  who  will  repair  hither,  with  a 
certiticate  from  Commandant  Alrigs  that  they  have  so  suffered ; 
and  in  order  that  sucli  cruel  tyranny  may  be  prevented  in  future, 
and  tlie  good  inhabitants  secured  against  it,  'tis  necessary  to  insti- 
tute good  order,  therefore  are  all  inhabitants  of  the  South  river  of 
New  Netherland  required  and  commanded  in  case  any  enemies  be 
discovered,  to  repair  forthwith  to  such  place  as  Commandant  Alrigs 
shall  deem  most  necessary  for  their  more  effectual  protection,  and 
the  greater  damage  of  the  enemy  ;  whosoever  shall  contravene  these 
or  be  found  negligent  herein  shall  be  considered  a  perjurer  and  pro- 
ceeded against  as  it  is  usual  to  deal  with  such  i)ersons. 

A.  COLYE. 
Done  Fort  Willem  Hendrick,  this  M'"  January,  1674. 

By  order  of  the  Governor-General  of  New  Netherland, 

N.  BAYARD,  Sect^. 


SECRETARY  NICOLLS  TO  COLONEL  NICOLLS. 


Neaa^  Yorke  on  Manhatans  Island  in  America  Dec.  31.  1669. 

Hon*''"  Sir  :  There  goeing  a  vessell  directly  from  tliis  Port  bound 
for  England  and  so  for  Holland  I  thouglit  it  my  duty  to  pay  you  my 
acknowledgraen'^  in  a  line  or  two.  It  is  but  two  or  three  dayes  since 
M'  Boone  arrived  by  the  way  of  Yirginia  who  made  us  all  glad  in 
bringing  the  good  newes  of  yo"^  liealth  &  welfare ;  The  Scotch  shipp 
wee  haue  so  long  expected,  &  that  you  please  to  mention,  is  not  yet 
arrived,  but  probably  will  not  bee  much  longer  from  us,  if  it  please 
God  shee  be  safe. 

Here  is  nothing  of  newes  worthy  the  imparting  to  yo""  honor,  all 
things  are  quiet,  onely  there  was  a  silly  intention  of  an  Insurrection 
amongst  the  Finns  at  Delaware,  but  the  Ringleaders  being  sur- 
prized by  the  officers  there,  their  designe  was  broken ;  They  pre- 
tended an  Expectacon  of  some  Swedish  Ships  to  come  and  reduce 
that  place.  It  was  the  Governors  pleasure  to  send  mee  there  to  make 
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Enquiry  into  the  matter,  from  whence  I  returned  the  beginning  of 
Christmas  weeke,  some  fewe  days  before  I  came  to  Delaware  M^ 
White  the  Surveyor  Gen"  of  Maryland  had  beene  there  to  lay  clayme 
to  all  the  West  side  of  Delaware  River  as  belonging  to  ihe  Lord 
Baltimore,  They  had  sent  persons  also  to  exercise  their  Jurisdiction 
at  the  Hoare  Kill,  but  none  either  there  or  in  Delaware  River  will 
submit  to  it,  until  the  matter  be  decided  in  England,  which  you  are 
to  intimate  will  bee  in  some  short  Tyme.  Tlie  Governo''  hath  sent 
the  Originall  Clayme  made  by  M'-  White  now  for  England  &  by  the 
next  intends  to  remitt  the  whole  proceeding  about  the  Finns. 

S''  if  my  last  letter  came  to  Yc  Ilono''  hands  wherein  I  did  beg  a 
boone,  I  humbly  beseech  you  to  put  the  best  construction  upon  it, 
If  you  shall  please  to  judge  my  request  reasonable,  as  you  haue  been 
my  kind  master  and  patron  ever  since  I  had  the  happiness  to  haue 
relacon  to  you,  so  will  you  lay  a  further  obligacon,  W^*"  shall  alwayes 
be  returned  with  grateful  acknowledgm",  as  long  as  Iliue;  How- 
ever if  it  bee  not  thought  fitt  for  mee  I  shall  rest  contented,  if  you 
please  in  some  measure  to  continue  mee  in  y  good  grace,  w""  I  shall 
bono""  &  cherish,  while  I  am  with  affectionate  Respect,  Hon"''  Sir, 
Your  ever  faithf uU 

&  most  humble  Servant 

MATTHIAS  NICOLLS. 

These  To  Richard  Nicolls  Esq^  one  of  the  Groomes  of  the  Bed- 
chamber to  his  R.  H'  the  Duke  of  Yorke  present. 
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to  Ephraim  Herman,  collector  of  quit  rents, 729 
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Carr,  Capt.  John,  letter  from  Gov.  Nicolls  and  Col.  Lovelace,  ....  573 
letter  from  Gov.  Lovelace  concerning  the  attempted  rebellion 
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commission  to  go  to  Delaware  Bay, 530 

instructions  to  for  reducing  Delaware  Baj', 536 

commission  to  reduce  the  Dutch, 543 
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further  proposal  respecting  the  colony  on, 473 

Commrs.  of  the  colony  on,  to  the  burgomasters  of  Amsterdam,  519 
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wyck  before  his  leaving  for,     615 

order  of  Gov.  Lovelace  about  valley  land  on,  detained  from 

certain  inhabitants, 621 

an  order  to  Capt.  Cantwell  about  lands  of  Gov.  Lovelace  at,  .  622 
warrant  of  Gov.  Lovelace  to  pav  the  boatmen  of  the  expedition 

to, .' 624 

Indian  deed  of  sale  of  land  on,  to  Gov.  Andros, 673 

passof  Gov.  Andros  to  some  Frenchmen  to  hunt  on, 682 

patent  for  land  at,  granted  to  Walter  Dickinson, 683 

Capt.  John  Colliers  commission  to  be  sub-collector  at,  ...  .  684 
commissions  of  certain  officers  for  government  of,  .  .  .  .684,685 
instructions  for  Capt.  John  Collier  for  management  of  affairs  on,  686 


862  INDEX. 

Paoe. 

Delaware — Continued. 
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in  Virginia, 26 

from  Sir  Ferdinand  Grorges  about  an  expedition  on  the  Dutch,    29 
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55— Vol.  v. 
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King  Charles  II  to  the  Governors  of, 512 

New  Castle,  an  order  about  estrays  at, 620 

.    commissioii  of  magistrates  at, 685 

a  letter  to  the  justices  of  the  court  at, 697 
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INDEX.  867 

Page. 

Kew  Netherlands — Continued. 

project  for  colonizing, 54 

resn.  of  the  S.  G.  urging  the  colonization  of, 5(5 

report  of  the  condition  of  the  colony  of  in  1638, 58 

proposed  articles  for  the  coloniziition  and  trade  of, 58 

proposed  freedoms  and  exemptions  for  1640, 65 

report  of  the  Board  of  Accounts  on,  1644, 77 

journal  of,  written  in  tlie^'ears  1741-6, 92 

remonstrances  of  the  deputies  from, 124 

representation  of, 124 

of  the  Americans,  or  natives, 130 
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draft  of  freedoms  and  exemptions  for, 195 

boundary,  answer  of  England  to  the  proposal  of  the  Dutch  for 
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commission  to  visit  the  Colonies  and  deternaine  complaints,     .  507 
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Gov.  Stuy  vesant's  answer  to  letter  of  summons  of, 526 

warrant  of,  to  Capt.  Hyde  to  prosecute  the  Dutch, 529 
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reply  of  Grov.  Stuyvesant, 530 

answer  to  Gov.  Stuyvesant, 531 
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Ogle,  John,  Gov.  Lovelace's  warrant  of  arrest  for, 623 
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reply  of,  to  the  W.  I.  Co., 44 
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instructions  for  the  council  for, 442 
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reply  of  Queen  Cliristina  to  the  letter  of, 777 

resn.  of  Q.ueen  Christina  concerning  the  return  of, 783 

Printz,  Armgart,  charged  with  inciting  insurrection, 582 

Governor  Lovelace's  answer  and  grant  of  request  to, 623 

execution  served  upon  the  estate  of  Andrew  Carr  for  use  of,  .  627 
order  for,  to  reinforce  a  former  j  udgment  against  Andrew  Carr,  666 
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capitulation  between,  and  Director  Stuveysant, 261 
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SciiouTEN,  John,  pass  for,  to  go  to  Delaware, 628 

Schute,  Capt.  Swen,  captures  the  Dutch  Fort  Casimir, 252 

surrenders  Fort  Casimir  to  Director  Stuveysant, 260 
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Commander  Alricks  to  administer  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  in- 
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to  their  Ambassadors  in  England, 398 

act  of  the,  and  conditions  offered  by  the  Dutch  W.  I.  Co.  to 
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